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X PREFACE.

II. The second series embraces the reports, orders, and correspond-

ence relating to

—

1. The condition of the Union Navy in 1861, before the com-
mencement of hostilities, and to its increase during the progress

of the war, including the annual and special reports of the

Secretary of the Navy and chiefs of the various bureaus.

2. The construction and outfit of the Confederate Navy, includ-

ing privateers, setting forth also the annual and special reports

of the Confederate Secretary of the Navy and chiefs of bureaus.

3. Statistical data of all vessels, Union and Confederate, as

far as • can be obtained.

4. Eeturns of naval and military property captured by the

navies of both sides during the war.

5. Correspondence relating to naval prisoners.

This series is also arranged chronologically in each of the above
sections, as far as practicable.

III. The third series embraces all reports, orders, correspondence,

and returns of the Union and Confederate authorities not specially

relating to the matter of the first and second series.

It is the intention of the Department to introduce throughout the

volumes of the different series illustrations of each class or type of

vessels referred to, in order to preserve the identity of these ships

as they actually appeared during the war. These cats have been

reproduced either from photographs of the vessels themselves or

from the carefully prepared drawings made from official sources.

Much difficulty has been found in collecting the records, for, while

the official reports of commanders of fleets and of vessels acting singly

are on file in the Navy Department, it is found that the correspondence

between flag-officers and their subordinates is frequently missing.

Without this squadron correspondence the historical value of the work

would necessarily be impaired, and the Department therefore has

spared no pains to secure the letter books and papers of the chief actors

on both sides. These papers have for the most i)art been obtained, and

they have been copiously used in the compilation of the work. The

reports of the Union commanders are full and fairly complete. It is to

be regretted, however, that the Confederate records are not equally

complete, due to the great difficulty found in collecting them, and also

to the fact that a large part of the archives of the Confederate Navy

Department was burned at the close of the war. Frequent careful

searches throughout various parts of the country, conducted by a



PREFACE.

The work of preparing for publication the Official Records of the

Union and Confederate navies, which was begun July 7, 1884, was

organized under the superintendency of Prof. J. R. Soley, U. S. Navy,

at that time librarian of the Navy Department, afterwards Assistant

Secretary of the Navy.

In August, 1890, the work of collecting these records and their clas-

sification was ably continued by his successor, Lieutenant-Commander

P. M.Wise, U. S. Navy, who, having received orders to sea, was relieved

by Lieutenant-Commander Richard Rush, U. S. Navy, in May, 1893.

The long-delayed publication was finally authorized by act of

Congress approved July 31, 1894, and begun by Mr. Rush. The

first five volumes were published under his efficient administration,

and the important duty of organizing the office for the distribution

of these volumes was accomplished.

In March, 1897, Mr. Rush, having been ordered to sea, was succeeded

by Professor Edward K. Rawson, U. S. Navy, as superintendent.

On December 8, 1899, Lieutenant-Commander George P. Colvoco-

resses, U. S. Navy, was ordered to duty in connection with the compi-

lation and publication of the Records.

No change is contemplated at present in the outline of the plan ot

publication as approved by the Department. This plan includes only

the use of such material as may be certified to be contemporaneous

naval records of the war, which is divided into three series, in the

following order of arrangement:

I. The first series embraces the reports, orders, and correspondence,

both Union and Confederate, relating to all naval operations on the

Atlantic and Gulf coasts and inland waters of the United States

during the war of the rebellion, together with the operations of

vessels acting singly, either as cruisers or privateers, in different

parts of the world. These reports are accompanied by occasional

maps and diagrams.

In this series the papers are arranged according to squadrons and
flotillas, chronologically; and, as far as possible, the Union reports

of any events are immediately followed by the Confederate reports.
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special agent of the Department, have brought to light many dupli-

cates of these papers, found among the personal flies of participants.

It is hoped that the publication will revive the interest of participants

in the events referred to, and lead them to bring to the notice of the

Department the whereabouts of any papers bearing upon naval opera-

tions in the civil war of which they may have knowledge.

The tenth volume of the records (Series I, vol. 10), which has

recently been published by.the Department, gives the operations of the

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron from May 6, 1864, to October 27,

1864. The present volume (Series I, vol. 11) gives the operations of

this squadron from October 28, 1864, to February 1, 1805.

The reports and correspondence are placed chronologically, with a

distinct heading for every paper. In the record of events in which

both sides took part, the Confederate reports (where they could be

obtained) immediately follow the Union reports, while the miscellane-

ous Confederate correspondence is placed at the end of the volume.

Keference to the table of contents will show the context of these Con-

federate papers. It is believed that the chronological arrangement of

the records, in connection with the full and complete index to each vol-

ume, will afford ample means of reference to its contents without other

subdivision or classification. In reports of special or single events,

in which the papers bear specific relation to those events, the chrono-

logical order has been somewhat modified, and such documents have

been placed together in the compilation.

Bdwaed K. Rawson,

Geokgb p. Colvoooresses,

Charles W. Stewart,

Compilers.

Kavt Department,

Washington, D. C, December, 1900.

Note.—The following is an extract from the law governing the dis-

tribution of the sets comprising the publication (act of Congress

approved July 31, 1894)

:

* * * Of said niimber, six thousand eight hundred and forty

copies shall be for the use of the House of Representatives, two thou-

sand one hundred and twelve copies for the use of the Senate, and one
thousand and forty-eight copies for the use of the Navy Department
and for distribution by the Secretary of the Navy among ofilcers of the
Navy and contributors to the work. The quotas herein authorized of

said publication for the Senate and House of Representatives shall be
sent by the Secretary of the Navy to such libraries, organizations, and
individuals as may be designated by the Senators, Representatives, and
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Delegates of the Fifty-third Congress, it being the purpose of this dis-

tribution herein provided for to place these records in public libraries,

and with permanent organizations having libraries, so far as such
libraries may exist in the several States and Territories. Each Senator
shall designate not exceeding twenty-four and each Representative and
Delegate not exceeding nineteen of such addresses, and the volumes
shall be sent thereto from time to time, as they are published, until the
publication is completed; and all sets that may not be ordered to be
distributed as provided herein shall be sold by the Secretary of the
Navy for cost of publication, with ten per centum added thereto, and
the proceeds of such sale shall be covered into the Treasurj'. If two
or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the same address, the
Secretary of the Navy shall inform the Senators, Eepresentatives, or
Delegates who have designated the same, who thereupon may desig-

nate other libraries, organizations, or individuals. The Secretary of the
Navy shall inform distributees at whose instance the volumes are sent.

The following joint resolution regarding the distribution of the work
was approved January 30, 1896

:

Resolved by the Senate and Souse of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Navy
be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to send the undistributed
copies of the OfQcial Becords of the War of the Rebellion, both of the
Union and of the Confederate navies, to such libraries, organizations,
and individuals as may be designated before the meeting of the next
Congress by the Representatives in the Fifty-fourth Congress of the
districts whose Representatives in the Fifty-third Congress failed to
designate the distributees of their quota of said Official Records, or
any part thereof, as authorized by the act of Congress approved July
thirty- first, eighteen hundred and ninety-four, and the joint resolution
approved March second, eighteen hundred and ninety-five, to the extent
and in the manner and form provided in said act.

The following is an extract from the act of Congress of May 28, 1896,

which increased the edition from 10,000 to 11,000 copies

:

* * * For printing, binding, and wrapping one thousand addi-
tional copies of series one, volumes one, two, three, and four, for sup-
plying officers of the Navy who have not received the work, two
thousand four hundred dollars.



ORDER OF COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS.

SERIES I.

1. Operations of the Crnisers, 1861-1865.

TTnion cniiaera.

West India (Flying) Sqnadron, under Acting Bear-Admiral 'Wllkea, U. S. N., 1862-1863.
"West India (Flying) Sqnadron, under Acting Bear-Admiral Lardner, U. S. N., 1663-1864.

Confederate cruisers and privateers.

2. Operations in the Gulf of Mexico, Jannary to Juno 7, 1861.

Surrender of the Pensacola Navy Yard.
Cooperation of the Navy in the relief of Fort Pickens.

3. Operations on the Atlantic Coast, January to May 13, 1861.

Cooperation of the Navy In the attempts to relieve Fort Sumter.
Abandonment and destruction of the Norfolk Navy Yard.
Home Sqnadron, under Flag-OfBcer Fendergrast, U. S. N.

4. Operations on tho Potomac and Bappahannock Rivers, 1861-1865.

Potomac Flotilla, under Commander "Ward, U. S. N., 1861.

Potomac Flotilla, under Captain Craven, XT. S. N., 1861

.

Potomac Flotilla, under Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. N., 1861-1862.

Potomac Flotilla, under Commodore Harwood, TJ. S. N., 1862-1863.

Potomac Flotilla, under Commander Parker, TJ. S. N., 1863-1865.

6. Atlantic Blockading Sqnadrons, 1861-1865.

Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Strlngham, U. S. N., May 13 to Sept. 23, 1861.

West India Sqnadron, under Flag-OfBcer Fendergrast, U. S. N., 1861.

Naval Defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flag-OfiBcer Barron, C. S. N.
Atlantic Blockading Sqnadron, under Flag-Oflicer Goldsborough, V. S. N., 1861.

North Atlantic Blockading Sqnadron, under Bear-Admiral (J^oldsborougb, TJ. S. N., 1861-1862.

Naval Defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Lynch, C. S. N.
James Eiver Squadron, under Flag-OiBcer Buchanan, C. S. N.
James Biver Squadron, under Flag-Offlcer Tattnall, C. S. N.
James Eiver Flotilla, under Commodore "Wilkes, TJ. S. N., 1862.

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Acting Bear-Admiral Lee, TJ. S. N., 1862-1864.

James Biver Squadron, under FlagOffioers Forrest and Mitchell, C. S. N.
* Naval Defenses Inland "Waters of North Carolina, under Commander Pinkney, C. S. N.
* Naval Defenses Cape Fear Biver, North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Lynch, C. S. N.

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Bear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. N., 1864-1865.

James Biver Squadron, under Flag-Officers Mitchell and Semmes, C. S. N.
* Naval Defenses Cape Fear Eiver, North Carolina, under Flag-Offlcer Pinkney, C. S. N.

North Atlantic Blockading Sqnadron, under Acting Bear-Admiral Badford, tJ. S. N., 1865.

South Atlantic Blockading Sqnadron, under Bear-Admiral Du Pont, TJ. S. N., 1861-1863.

* Naval Defenses of South Carolina and Georgia, under Flag-Officer Tattnall, C. S. N.
* Naval Defenses of Charleston Harhor, South Carolina, under Flag-OfficerIngraham, C. S. N.

South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Bear-Admiral Dahlgren, TJ. S. K., 1863-1865.

* Naval Defenses of Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, under Flag-Officer Tucker, C. S. N.

Naval Defenses of Savannah, Ga., under Flag-Officers Hunter and Tatlnall, C. S. N.

* The Confederate material under this head is very scant. It is therefore hoped that those who
have any Confederate naval documents upon the subject will communicate with the Office of Naval

War Becords, Navy Department, "Washington, D. C.

XIII
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6. Gulf Blookading Squadrons, 1861-1865.

Gulf Blockading Sqnadroa, under Flag-Officer Menrine, 17. S. K., 1861.

Gulf Blookading Squadron, nnderFlag-Oflcer MoKean, U. S. N., 1861-1862.

* Mississippi Hiver Defenses, under Flag-Officer HoUins, C. S. N.
East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer McKean, U. S. N., 1862.

East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Bear-Admiral Lardner, IT. S. IT., 1862.

East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Hear-Admiral Bailey, U. S. N., 1862-1864.

East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Captain Greene, IT. S. K., 1864.

East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Hear-Admiral Stribling, U. S. N., 1864-1865.

West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Offlcer Farragut, O. S. N., 1862-1863.

Mortar Flotilla, under Commander Porter, TJ. S. N., 1862.

Lower Mississippi Siver Defenses, under Commander J. E. Mttchell, G. S. N.
* Mobile Defenses, under Flag-Offlcer Bandolph, C. S. N.
Trans-Mississippi Marine Department, under M^or Leon Smith, C. S. A.

West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Commodore Bell, IT. S. N. (ad interim), 1863.

West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Bear.Admiral Farragut, V. S. N., 1864.

* Mobile Defenses, under Admiral Buchanan, C. S. N.
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Commodore Palmer, TT. S. N., 1864-1865.

West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. K., 1865.

* Mobile Defenses, under Flag-Officer Farrand, C. S. N.

7. Operations on the Western Rivers, 1861-1865.

Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Commander Bogers, XT. S. K., 1861.

Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Flag-Officer Foote, IT. S. N., 1861-1862.

* Mississippi Biver Defenses, under Flag-Officer Hollins, C. S. N.
Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Flag-Officer Davis, V. S. N., 1862.

* Mississippi Biver Defense Fleet, under Captain Montgomery, C. S. A.
* Mississippi Biver Defenses, under Commander B. F. Finkney, C. S. N,
* Mississippi Biver Defenses, under Flag-Officer Lynch, C. S. N.

Mississippi Squadron, under Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. N., 1862-1864.

Mississippi Squadron, under Acting Bear-Admiral Lee, TJ. S. N., 1864-1865.

* Naval Defenses of Bed Biver, Louisiana, under Lieutenant J . H. Carter, C. S. N.

* The Confederate material under this head is very scant. It is therefore hoped that those who
have any Confederate naval documents upon the subject will communicate with the Office of Naval

War Becords, Navy Department, Washington, D. C>



UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR SERTINO liV THE NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKAD-
INO SQUADRON, OCTOBER S8, 1864, to FEBRUARY 1, 1865.

Name.

Advance

Agawam
Alabama

Albemarle

Aleit

Anemone

Aries

Arietta

Atlanta

Augusta

Baltimore

Banshee

Bat

Bazely*

Belle ...

Ben Morgan

Berberry

Bignonia

Britannia

Brooklyn

Cactus

Calypso

Cambridge

Canonicns

Ceres

Charles Phelps

Cherokee

Chicopee

Chippewa

C]fmatiB

Clinton

Cohasset

Colorado

Commodore Barney.

CommodoreHull

Commodore Morris .

.

Commodore Perry .

.

Crusader

Bacotah

Dawn
Daylight

Delaware

Dictator

Dnmbarton

Emma
Eolns

Eataw

Bate.

Fourth .

.

Third....

Third....

fourth .

.

Fourth ..

Fourth .

.

Third....

Fourth ..

Third....

Third....

Fourth .

.

Fourth ..

Fourth .

.

Fourth ..

Fourth ..

Fourth .

.

Fourth .

.

Fourth .

.

Fourth ..

Second ..

Fourth ..

Fourth .

.

Third....

Third....

Fouri;h ..

Fourth ..

Fourth .

Third....

Fourth .

.

Fourth -

Fourth .

Fourth .

First ...

Fourth .

Fourth .

Fourth .

Fourth .

Fourth .

Third ..

Fourth .

Fourth .

Fourth .

Second .

Fourth .

Fourth .

Fourth .

Third...

•Same

Tonnage.

971

1,264

200

65

166

820

199

1,006

1,310

500

533

530

55

60

407

163

321

495

2,070

176

630

858

1,034

144

362

606

974

507

296

50

100

3,425

513

376

532

513

545

997

391

682

357

3,033

700

350

314

955

Class.

Side-wheel steamer .

.

....do

....do

Schooner

Screw steamer

....do

....do

Mortar schooner

Ironclad steamer

Side-wheel steamer.

.

....do

do

do

Screw steamer

do

Ordnance ship

Screw steamer

do

Side-wheel steamer-

.

Screw steamer

Side-wheel steamer.

.

Screw steamer

do

Ironclad steamer

Screw steamer

Supply ship

Screw steamer

Side-wheel steamer..

Screw steamer

do

do

do

do ,

Side-wheel steamer.

.

do

do

do

Screw steamer

Screw sloop

Screw steamer

do

Side-wheel steamer..

Ironclad steamer

—

Side-wheel steamer-.

Screw steamer

Side-wheel steamer.

do

Crew- Guns.

98

145

144

22

15

30
I

90
I

39
i

145

162

24

60

82

12

24

35

35

41

75

367

32

70

96

85

42

23

92

72

64

46

I

4

10

10

4

10

4

3

6

26

3

7

10

2

10

6

3

16

12 2

626 62

96 7

68 6

88 6

29 6

79 7

147 8

60 4

57 8

68 3

174 2

96 4

70 8

53 3

135 10

as Picket Boat No. 2 or Beta.

XV



XVI LIST OF UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR.

List of United States vessels of war serving in the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

October 28, 1864, to February 1, 7*65—Continued.

Name. Bate. Toimage. ClaaB. Crew. Onus.

Fahlee

Florida

Fort BoDelson

Fort Jacksou

Geseral Putnam *

Gettysburg

Glance

Govemor Backingham.
Grand Gnir

Granite

Harcoart

Heliotrope

Henry Brinker

Hetzel ....

Howquah
Hoyt

,

Hunchback

Huron

Iosco

Isaac K. Seymour

James Adger

John L. Lockwood ......

Juniata

Kansas

. Keystone State

Lenapee

Lilac

Lilian

Little Ada
Louisiana

Mackinaw

Mahopac

Malvern

Maratanza

Martin

Massasolt

Mattabesett

Maumee
Mendota

Mercedita

Miami

Minnesota

Moccasin

Mohican

Monadnock

Montauk

Montgomery

Montlcello

Morse

Mount Temon
Mount 'Washington

Fourth .

.

Third..-

Third....

Second...

Fourth . .

.

Fourth ..

Fourth .

.

Third....

Third....

Fourth .

.

Fourth .

Fourth ...

Fourth ...

Fourth ..

Fourth . .

.

Fourth .

.

Fourth ..

Fourth ..

Third....

Fourth ..

Third....

Fourth ..

Second...

Fourth .

.

Third....

Third....

Fourth .

.

Fourth .

.

Fourth .

.

Fourth ..

Third....

Fourth ..

Fourth ..

Third....

Fourth .

.

Third....

Third

Fourth .

.

Third

Third....

Third

First

Fourth ...

Third

Third

Fourth ...

Third

Fourth . .

.

Fourth . .

.

Fourth ...

Fourth . .

.

* Indexed in preceding

Screw steamer

1,28] Side-wheel steamer

900 do

1,770 do

149 do

726 do

80 Screw steamer

888 do

1,200 do

76 Sailingsloop

75 Screw steamer

238 Side-wheel steamer . . .

.

108 Screw steamer

301 Side-wheel steamer

307 Screw steamer

19 do

517 Side-wheel steamer

507 Soiewsteamer

974 Side-wheel steamer....

133 do

1,151 do

180 do

1,240 Screw steamer

593 do

1, 364 Side-wheel steamer

974 do

129 Screw steamer

630 Side-wheel steamer

198 Screw steamer

295 do

974 Side-wheel steamer

1, 034 Ironclad steamer

627 Side-wheel steamer

786 do

35 Screwsteamer

974 Side-wheel steamer

974 do.....

593 Screwsteamer

974 Side*wheel steamer

776 Screwsteamer

730 Side-wheel steamer. ...

3,307 .Screw frigate

192 Screw steamer

994 do

1, 564 Ironclad steamer

844 do

787 Screwsteamer

855 ...do

513 Side-wheel steamer

626 Screw steamer

500 Side-wheel steamer

volumes as William G. Putnam.

73 3

160 7

137 7

194 11

32 4

96 7

14

112 «

201 U
15 1

68

24 1

18 1

69 2

55 4

6

99 7

76 6

184 10

30 2

120

30 3

160 10

108 8

163 10

147 10

17 2

63 2

37 2

85 6

145 10

92 2

68 3

111 6

9

141 10

145 10

96 6

144 10

121 9

134 8

540 48

29 3

150 10

146 4

88 4

110 6

96 3

78 6

50 5

40 1
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Kame.

Mystic Foarth ...

Nansemond Fourth . ..

Nereas Third

New Berne Fourth...

New IronAides First

Niphon Fourth ...

NyacTi Fourth ...

Onondaga Second . .

.

Osceola Third

Otsego Third

Fawtnxet Third

Pequot 1 Fourth ...

Phlox Foarth ...

Picket Boat No. 1 {Alpha) Fourth . .

.

Picket Boat No. 2 (Beta) • Fourth . .

.

Picket Boat No. 3 (&amma) . .

.

Fourth . .

.

Picket Boat No. 4 (Delta) Fourth . .

.

Picket Boat No. 5 (Epsilon) ... Fourth ...

Picket Boat No. 6 (Zeta) Fourth . .

.

Picket Launch No. 3 Fourth ...

Picket Launch No. 4 Fourth ...

Picket Launch No. 5 Fourth . .

.

Picket Launch No. 6 Fourth .

.

Pontoosuc Third.....

Poppy Fourth ...

Powhatan First

Quaker City Second

R.E.CnYler Third

Belease Fourth ...

Senshaw Fourth ...

Eepnhlic Fourth ...

Khodelsland Second

Boman Fourth ...

Sahiue . Second

Saco Fourth .

Saffron Fourth .

St. Lawrence Second

SamuelEotan Fourth ...

Santiago de- Cuba Second

Saasacus Third

Saugns Tliird

Seneca Fourth ...

Shamrock Third

Shawmnt Fourth ...

Shenandoah Second

Shokokon Fourth ...

Spnyton Duyvil Fourth ...

Estate of Georgia Third'.

Stepping Stones Fourth ...

Susquehanna First

Tacony Third

Tallapoosa Third

Ticonderoga Second

* Known also
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Kate. Tonnage.

541

340

1,244

948

3,486

475

593

1,260

974

974

974

593

317

55

55

55

50

55

974

93

2,415

1,600

1,202

327

80

90

1,517

350

1,726

593

73

1,726

212

1,567

974

1,034

507

974

593

1,378

TOO

116

1,204

226

2,450

974

974

1,533

I Bazely

Class.

Screw steamer

Slde.wherl steamer.

Screw steamer

do

Ironclad steamer

Screw steamer

do ,

Ironclad steamer

Side-wheel steamer.

.

do

do

Screw steamer

Side-wheel steamer.

.

Screw steamer

do

do ,

do

....do

....do

Side wheel steamer..

Screw steamer

Side-wheel steamer..

do

Screw steamer

Bark

Schooner

Screw steamer

Side.wheel steamer..

Storesbip

Sailing frigate

Screw steamer

do

Sailing frigate

Sailing schooner

Side-wheel steamer.

do

Ironclad steamer

Screw steamer

Side-wheel steamer.

.

Screw steamer

...do

Side-wheel steamer.

.

Screw steamer

Side-wheel steamer.

.

....do

....do

....do

do

Screw steamer

and J. E. Bazely.

Crew. G-11D8.

65 7

63 4

164 11

92 6

376 18

70 9

118 8

130 4

145 10

145 10

189 12

130 12

32

9

12

4

10

5

181 12

20 2

266 18

163 9

154 12

85 3

1

12

1

328 36

127 12

16 1

118 12

29 4

143 11

145 10

81 2

90 6

160 11

35 8

171 10

112 8

22

113 8

21 5

306 16

145 10

202 10

163 18
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Liat of United States vessels of loar serving in the North Atlantic Jilockadimj Squadron,

October 28, 1864, to February 1, ige5—Concluded.

Tristram Shandj
Tog Boats No8. 1 to 6.-

Tuscarora

ITnadillo

TJnit

Valley City

Vanderbilt

Vickahurg

Victoria

Wabash
Western "World

Whitehead

Wilderness

William ]3adger

William G.Pntnam.t

Wyaluaing

Wyandotte

Tantic

Young America

Tonng Rover

Zouave

Kate.

Fourth .

.

Third...

Fourth .

Fourth .

Fourth .

First....

Third...

Fourth .

First....

Fourth .

Fourth .

Fourth .

Fourth ,

Third...

Fourth .

Fourth .

Fourth .

Fourth .

Fonrth

Tonnage.

444

997

507

56

190

254

3,274

441

139

390

334

974

458

593

173

418

127

Class.

Side-whei'l steamer..

Screw steamer

....do

....do

... do

Side-wheel steamer.

Screw s'eanier

do

do

do

do

Side.wheel steamer.

Sailing ship

Side.wheel ste.amer..

Screw steamer

do

do

do

do

Crew. Guna.

80

172

81

20

48

209

122

44
I

550 !

29 I

45
j

41
I

29

145
I

68
I

113

13 I

85
i

25
I

10

6

17

7

3

46

5

4

4

1

U
5

8

2

5

2

* Indexed in this volume as Picket Boats Noa. 1-6.

llndexed in this volume as General Putnam.



C^LE^sTD^R.

1864.

OCTOBER. NOVEMBER.

Snn. M. T. W. T. P. Sat.

1

Sun. M. T.

1

¥. T. P. Sat.

52 3 4
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
23
30

24
31

25 26 27 28 29 27 28 29 30

DECEMBER.

Sun. M. T. w. T, F. Sat.

31 2
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

1865.

B]

^

JANUARY. fe: =iTJARY.

Stm. M. T. w. T. r. Sat. Son. M. T. W. T. P. Sat.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5
6'

7 8 9 10 11

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

29 30 31 26 27 28

_ _ ___. __ _._
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NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

FROM OCTOBEE 28, 1864, TO FEBRUARY 1, 1865.

Letter of the Secretary of the Navy to the President of the United States,
regarding delay in the proposed joint attack upon the defenses of
Wilmington, N. G.

Navy Department, October 38, 1864.

Sib : You are aware that owing to shoal water at the mouth of the
Cape Fear Eiver a purely naval attack can not be undertaken against
Wilmington. Had there been water enough for our broadside ships of
the Hartford class, the naval attacks of New Orleans, Mobile, and
Port Royal would have been repeated there. I have, as you are aware,
often pressed upon the War Department the importance of capturing
Wilmington, and urged upon the military authorities [the necessity] of
undertaking a joint operation against the defenses of Gape Fear Eiver,
but until recently there never seems to have been a period when that
Department was in a condition to entertain the subject.
Two mouths ago it was arranged that an attack should be made on

the Ist of October, but subsequently postponed to the 15th, and the
naval force has been ready since the 16th instant, in accordance with
that agreement. One hundied and fifty vessels of war now form the
North Atlantic Squadron. The command first offered to Eear-Admiral
Farragut, but declined by him, has been given to Eear-Admiral Porter.
Every other squadron has been depleted and vessels detached from
other duty to strengthen this expedition. The vessels are concentrated
at Hampton Eoads and Beaufort, where they remain, an immense force

lying idle, awaiting the movements of the army. The retention of so
many vessels from blockade and cruising duty is a most serious injury

to the public service, and if the expedition can not go forward for want
of troops, I desire to be notified, so that the ships may be relieved and
dispersed for other service.

The importancie of closing Wilmington is so well understood by you
that I refrain from presenting any new arguments. I am aware of the
anxiety of yourself and of the disposition of the War Department to

render all the aid in its power. The cause of the delay is not from the
want of a proper conception of the importance of the subject, but the

season for naval coast operations will soon be gone. General Bragg
has been sent from Eichmond to Wilmington to prepare for the attack,

and the autumn weather so favorable for such an expedition is fast

passing away. The public expect this attack and the country will be
distressed if it be not made; to procrastinate much longer will be to

lieril its success. Of the obstacles which delay or prevent military

cooperation at once, I can not judge, but the delay is becoming exceed-

ingly embarrassing to this Department, and the importance of having
the military authorities impressed with the necessity of speedy action

has prompted this communication to you.

I have the honor to be, etc.,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

The President.
3
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commander Nichols, U. 8.

Navy, regarding the fitting of torpedo catchers to the vessels near the

obstructions.

Flagship Malvern,
Hampton Boads, Virginia, October 28, 1864.

Sir : It is well to be provided against all contingencies. As there is

a ferriage across the obstructions for small boats, the rebels may
attempt to get torpedoes over and place them under your vessels. You
will have torpedo catchers placed on the bow of each vessel now or

hereafter lying near the obstructions. This can be best done by rig-

ging out a couple of spars rigged shear fashion, with a cross piece at

the end with poles or iron bars running down into the water, the cross

pole to be wider than the vessel, and the vertical pieces to extend

below the bottom. A rope netting across the vertical poles will make
the whole thing complete. 1 want you to try and blow out a channel

on the bar 200 feet wide.
If you can get this done by the time I get back, I will attempt to go

up the river. Do not trust too securely to the sunken vessels, but
keep the same lookout as if they were not there.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.

Commander E. T. Nichols,
Commanding Fifth Division, North Atlantic Squadron.

Order of Bear-Admiral Farter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Belknap, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. 8eneca.

Hampton Eoads, October 28, 1864.

Sir : You will proceed without delay to your station on the blockade
off Wilmington, reporting to the senior ofiBcer there.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
Lieutenant-Commander Geo. E. Belknap,

Commanding 8eneca, Hampton Boads.

Order of Bear-Admiral Forter, IT. 8. Navy, to Commander Glitz, U. 8.
Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Osceola.

Hampton Roads, October 28, 1864.

Sir : You will proceed to sea and resume your station on the block-
ade off Wilmington, stopping at Beaufort to unload your shells.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
Commander J. M. B. Glitz,

Commanding Osceola, Hampton Boads.
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Master Arey,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Wilderness.

Hampton Roads, October 28, 1864.

Sir : You will proceed and report to senior officer off Eastern Bar
[Cape Fear RiverJ, for duty on the blockade as a chaser.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
Acting Master Henry Arey,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Wilderness, Hampton Boads, Virginia.

Capture of the British steamer Lady Sterling, October 28, 1864.

Report of Bear-Admiral Porter, IT. 8. Navy, transmitting reports.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Hampton Boads, November 5, 1864.

Sir : 1 have the honor to enclose herewith reports of the capture of
the blockade runner Lady Sterling by the JEolus, Calypso, and Fort
Jackson, on the 28th October, off Wilmington.
The Lady Sterling is a fine vessel of 1,000 tons burden, was loaded

with 980 bales of cotton, and it was her first trip out.

The prize is now in Beaufort, coaling.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Master Lnndt, V. S. Kavy, commanding T5. S. S. Eolna.

U. S, S. EOLUS,
Off Western Bar, Gape Fear Biver, October 29, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to report to you the capture of the British

side-wheel steamer Lady Sterling on the 28th of October, while run-

ning the blockade out of Wilmington, N. C, at 8:45 p. m. She was
sighted by the TJ. S. S. Eolus at 6: 10 p. va. coming out over the bar,

chased for two hours and thirty-five minutes, and overtaken and cap-

tured after a run of about 30 miles to the S. W., no other vessel at that

time being in sight excepting the U. S. S. Calypso, who assisted in the

capture. Along with this I send a complete prize list of the officers

and crew attached to the TJ. S. S. Eolus at the time of the capture,

claiming a share in the prize steamer Lady Sterling and cargo of about

900 bales of cotton.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. O. LUNDT,

Acting Master, Commanding U. S. 8. Eolus.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, J). G.
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Report of Acting Uaster Stuart, IT. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Calypso.

U. S. S. Calypso,

Off Western Bar, Wilmington, N. C, October 29, 1864.

Sir: I have thehonor+o report thatthesteanjeriyarfyjkSfteWtnsr, Captain

D. Cruikshaiik, of London, just out of Wilmington, N. C, bound to

Nassau, New Providence, was made prize to this vessel, the U. S. S. -

Eolus being present, yesterday evening at !» o'clock and 45 minutes.

Bald Head lighthouse, distant 40 miles, and bearing N. E., about under

the following circumstances:
At 6: 30 p. m. yesterday, 28th instant, the Calypso being at her sta-

tion off the Western Bar, a rocket was seen, followed by several others,

in the direction of the bar, indicating by their courses that a vessel

(runner) was passing seaward, and to the westward: at the same time

the reports of several guns were heard; steered a course S. E. to inter-

cept her, the stranger, and at 6:44 p. m. sighted a steamer, it being

dark, coming toward us; challenged her, but received no reply. At
the same instant she was discovered to be burning black smoke, and
had two smokestacks; gave chase at once, and commenced firing at

her, she being distant about one-third of a mile. Her course at first

was varied, but in a short time her head was put on a S. S. W. course;

the Calypso, under a full head of steam, in hot pursuit, set all sail, the

wind being fresh from W. S. W. ; continued firing at the chase, she being

a short half mile ahead, but seemingly gaining on us; the night was
quite dark and somewhat misty. At 8 p. m. a steamer passed to the

eastward of us, evidently, like ourselves, chasing ; could not make her
out. At 8:35 a large steamer ^which I took to be the Fort Jackson)

passed us, steering to the southward, making the challenge as she

passed, which we answered. At this time the chase was directly ahead
and plainly in sight. To the eastward of her a steamer showing a bright,

continuous light, continued on after the stranger, she changing her

coursetoS. W., W. S. W., and round again to S. S. W. AboutO: 40p.m.
observed that the chase had put about and was standing in a northerly
direction toward us. Immediately closed in on her, and at 9:45, she
being broad on our port beam, distant about three hundred yards, under
full headway (our head being S. W. by S.) fired three shells at her inquick
succession, each taking effect, whereupon her engines were stopped,
and after displaying two white lights—indicating that she had surren-

dered—she commenced blowing off. Immediately after this a steamer,
which proved to be the Eolus, passed near and spoke us. Just before
firing the last three guns at the prize, this steamer, the Eolus, was seen
to the eastward of us, and the prize, distant about a quarter of a mile,

and about the same time a flash was seen and a report of a gun, evi-

dently from the Eolus, was heard. In rounding to we passed close by
the Eolus, when her commander informed me that he would board her,
the prize, at once, she (the Eolus) being sliort and easily put about.
Ean up alongside of the prize and sent a boat with an officer and crew
on board of her, the Eolus boarding about the same time. The offi-

cer sent from the Calypso at once took possession of the vessel and sent
her commander and other officers on board of the Calypso, agreeably
to my instructions.

On boarding the prize, she was found to be on fire forward, and the
attention of the ofQcers and men was wholly directed toward extin-
guishing the flames.

It appeared from the statement of the officers of the prize that one
of our first shots (with shell) iu the early part of the evening had
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entered her hull forward and set fire to the cotton therein stored. Sev-
eral other shots fired at the same time took effect. The shots last fired

each struck the vessel, doing more or less damage.
Captain Cruikshank informed me that all his papers were left on

board, and were under lock and key, and that my prize officer had the
keys. He further informed me that the vessel had on board about
980 bales of cotton and 3 tons of tobacco.

Every means was employed to get at and stop the fire, which was
confined, as above stated, to the forehold.

At daylight this morning, having towed, with the assistance of the
Uolus, the prize nearly to our aucliorage off the Western Bar, we
received valuable assistance in i)utting out the fire from the divisional

officer. Captain B. F. Sands, who in person visited the vessel and gave
directions. The Yicksburg, Aries, and Dumbarton, whose commanding
officers attended in person, also aided; with their aid the flames were
subdued. The amount of damage done can not at present be estimated,

but it is not supposed to be very great.

A prize officer and crew have been put on board the Lady Sterling,

with orders to proceed to Boston.
I have forwarded to the prize commissioners all the papers found on

board the prize, together with a list of the persons sent in her as wit-

nesses. A copy of the latter is herewith enclosed.

Coin was found on board of her amounting to $3,415, which is in the

possession of the prize master.

The Lady Sterling is said to register 900 tons, but her capacity is

only about 550 tons. She is an iron vessel and apparently well built.

The whole distance run in the chase was about 34 miles.

I am, very i-espectfuUy, your obedient servant,
Fred. D. Stuart,

Acting Master, Commanding Steamer Calypso.

Bear-Admiral David D, Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Bepoit of Captain Sands, TT, S. Kavy, commanding IT. S. S. Fort Jackson.

U. 8. S. Fort Jackson,

Off Western Bar, Wilmington, October 29, 1864.

Sir: I have the pleasure to report to you the capture of the steamer

Lady Sterling, with 980 bales of cotton, endeavoring to run out of the

port of Wilmington at this entrance, by the steamers Eolusand. Calypso,

at about 9 o'clock last night. At the same time another vessel made
her escape, being chased by the Dumbarton, S. by B. down the reef,

which the ijrisoners inform me was the rebel steamer ChicJcamauga (late

Edith). The rockets first seen were directed westerly, in which direc-

tion we, in the Fort Jaelcson, first chased, but seeing rockets sent

southerly to the east of us, accompanied by guns, I turned our head in

that direction. The guns fired, increasing their distance southerly,

and seeing more rockets westerly, I stood W. S. W. under all steam in

chase, with black smoke ahead. Coming up with chase, we challenged

by lanterns and found it was the Calypso, with another vessel near her,

with running light, also in chase, and passing the Calypso, and seeing

nothing of the chase, I left it to those vessels, to return to the bar,

where I thought my presence most required, while these vessels were

chasing away from it. Soon after having turned, guns were fired in
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S. W. direction, showing that our vessels were within range of the

runner, and ab daylight she was discovered near our anchorage, with

the Dolus and Calypso endeavoring to extinguish a fire in her forehold,

caused by shells exploding amongst tlie cotton. As the Vicksburg

was to go north for repairs, I send her to convoy this valuable prize to

Hampton Eoads, stopping at Beaufort for what coal she may require.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. P. Sands,

Captain, U. S. Navy, Comdg. Third Division, off Western Bar.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Poeteb,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Sepoit of Acting Volunteer Lientenant Wells, 11. S. Kavy.

U. S. S. Abies,

Off Western Bar, Wilmington, N. C, October 30, 1864.

Sir : I beg leave to send you a list of officers and men attached to

this vessel claiming a share in the English steamer Lady Sterling, cap-

tured by the U. S. steamers Holus and Calypso off the coast of Korth
Carolina, near the western entrance of Cape Fear Eiver, while violat-

ing the blockade on the night of the 28th of October, 18(i4. This claim

is based on the fact that the Aries assisted very materially in capture

of the above-named blockade runner, as the following explanation will

show, viz: At 6:30 p. m., while cruising on our night station in 4f
fathoms water, with Bald Head light bearing E. S. E., distant 3 miles,

saw guns and rockets fired by a vessel bearing S. E. by E., indicating

the presence of a blockade runner steering about W. N. W. and directly

toward this ship. Shortly after, the stranger appeared in full view,
with the U. S. S. Solus following closely at his heels. 1 opened fire on
the stranger at the short range of about 600 yards, one shot taking
effect on his huU. This caused him to sheer off to the southward, which
enabled the Bolus to close in still nearer, who in turn drove him back
to the westward, toward the U. S. S. Calypso, which vessel opened fire,

driving the stranger to the southward and westward, when the chase
commenced on a straight course about S. W., with the Calypso on his

starboard quarter, the Bolus on his port quarter, and this ship nearly
astern and gaining rapidly on the chase. All three vessels chased in
this manner a short time, when the Bolus drew in between this vessel
and the chase, thereby obstructing my line of fire, which rendered our
presence no longer necessary, as the chase was entirely in the power
of the Bolus and Calypso and his capture certain. I gave up the chase
and returned to station, considering it unwise to leave the "key" to
the bar wholly unguarded, as the absence of the three vessels necessa-
rily would have done. When I turned back, at about 8 o'clock, the
chase and her pursuers were plainly seen by all on board this vessel,
and we could easily have been present at the capture, had not our duty
called us back to our station. At daylight on the morning of the 29th
I discovered the prize to be on fire and her two captors lying near,
endeavoring to extinguish it. This was about eight hours after her cap-
ture. I sent men and a fire engine to assist. They remained till this
morning, when they returned and reported the fire extinguished.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,

F. S. Wells,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Additioaal report of Eear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Malvern, November 8, 1864.

Sir: I have examined the Lady Sterling. She ia a beautiful vessel,
and no expense spared on her. She cost $250,000, is new, and wants
but little done to lier here to make her the finest blockader we have.
She made 13 knots with one engine, which she ran out of Wilmington,
[N. C.J, with; our engineer broke the other. Both cylinder heads are
gone, which ia the only damage. She goes to New York to morrow
under convoy. Her cargo and hull are valued at $700,000. About a
hundred bales of cotton were thrown overboard, the vessel having been
set fire to by a shell.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DiviD D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral^ Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, J). G.

Report of Commander Macomb, U. S. Navy, requesting calcium lights for
use in the sounds.

U. S. S. Shamrock,
Albem.arle Sound, October 28, 1864.

Admiral : I learn by General Order No. 6 that blockaders are to be
furnished with calcium lights. I would respectfully represent that a
light of that kind would be very useful in the sounds of North Caro-
lina, enabling the picket boat at the month of the Koanoke River to
illuminate that river as far up as the first bend (about half a mile), thus
rendering it impossible for the squadron to be surprised by the ram,
or by torpedo boats, which the enemy might here employ with great
advantage.
I therefore respectfully request that a number of these lights suffi-

cient to effect this object may be forwarded, together with instructions

for using them.
Very respectfully,

W. H. Macomb,
Comdr., Comdg. District of the Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Letter from A. Berney, to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, requesting

his presence in James Biver to witness experiments with Greek fire.

Jersey City, N. J., October 29, 1864.

Dear Sir: The last of next week I shall fire some 100-pound Greek

fire shells, and also throw a stream of fire up at the Army of the James,

by orders of General Butler, as there are many strong ironclads at

Richmond, Wilmington, [N. 0.1, Charleston, Savannah, [Ga.], and other

places yet, and I believe with the fire they could soon be destroyed.
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Can you go up to the army and see the fire thrown? I am satisfied

that you will adopt it at once. The machine that will be used can be
put on board of any monitor. An early reply will oblige.

Tour obedient servant,

Admiral Portee.
A. Beeney.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant- Commander
Loicry, U. S. Navy, regarding the exchange of numbers between naval
vessels.

Hampton Eoads, October 39, 1864.

SiE : It will be your duty to make your number on the appearance of
any naval or armed vessel on the horizon, and they should do the same.
If tbey do not, briug them to with shot and ascertain what they are,
and their character.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Poetbe,
Bear-Admira.l.

Lieutenant-Commander E. B. Lowey,
Commanding Sabine, Hampton Roads.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant- Commander
Weaver, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Chippewa.

Hampton Eoads, October 29, 1864.

SiE : You will get ten seamen from the Sabine, with their accounts,
without delay, and proceed with all dispatch to your station off Wil-
mington, for the purpose of capturing blockade runners.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Poetbe,

Bear-Admiral.
Lieutenant-Commander A. W. Wbavee,

Commanding Chippewa, Hampton Roads.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. 8. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieuten-
ant Niclcels, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Cambridge.

OcTOBEE 29, 1864.
Sir: You will get your vessel ready for sea with all dispatch and

proceed with her off Charleston, S. C, and report to Eear-Admiral
Dahlgren for duty in the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Very respectfully,

David D. Poetbe,
Rear-Admiral, Commmanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. F. Nickels,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Cambridge.

Abstract log of the U. 8. 8. Fort Jackson.

October 29, 1864.—At daylight saw the Calypso and Holus in charge
of a prize, which proved to be the Lady Sterling, on fire. Sent men
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and hose on board to assist in putting it out. Made signal to the ileet
to do the same. At C : 30 p. m. saw flashes of guns and rockets going
in a westerly direction. Stood W. N. W. ; saw two steamers to tlie
westward, who challenged us. We answered the challenge with lan-
terns, both steering to the S. E.; saw a steamer steering to the S. B.,
which we supposed to be the Aries. She liove up a rocket from her
quarter-deck in the opposite direction to the way she was going. We
saw two steamers to the eastward of Bald Head, one apparently in
chase of the other, as she was firing at her and sending up rockets in a
southerly direction. We gave chase to the southward. The vessel we
took for the Aries challenged us, which was answered by us. At 7: 10
the Viclcshurg challenged us; we answered challenge, spoke, and passed
her, she firing and sending up rockets. She reported a blockade run
ner S. by W. Continued the chase. At 7 : 20 the vessel which we sup-
posed to be the Aries commenced burning black smoke and about the
same time challenged us, which was answered by us with lanterns.
She challenged us the second time and was answered. She then fired
at us. While we answered the third time, one shot struck us under the
port chains forward, penetrating the side and exploding on orlop deck,
tearing bulkhead off paymaster's store room and destroying a portion
of the stores. Another struck the quarter-deck; passed through bul-
warks overboard. Stopped ship, blew ott" steam, at the same time show-
ing a lantern over the stern and challenged her with Coston signal,
which she answered. At 7:40 hailed the Aries; ordered the captain
on board. At 8 stood for our station.

Abstract log of the U. S. 8. Aries.

October 29, 1864.—Cruising on night station. At 6: 30 saw the flash

of a gun, followed by a rocket, bearing E. 8. E. Went to quarters and
stood in the direction indicated by the rocket that the blockade runner
was steering. At 7 saw the blockade runner bearing S. E. Fired five

shots at her. At 7:20 saw a steamer on our starboard beam; chal-

lenged her three times, and got no answer. Fired three shots at her.

Then she challenged us with Coston signals. She proved to be the
Fort Jcbckson. At 7 : 50 returned to our station.

Capture of Plymouth, N. C, and its defenses by a naval force commanded
by Commander Macomb, TJ. S. Navy, October 29-November 1, 1864,

Beport of Commander Uacomb, TX. S. Navy, commanding District of the Sounds.

U. S. S. Shameock,
Off Plymouth, N. C, November 1, 1864.

Sir: 1 have the honor to report that on the 3 1st ultimo I took the

batteries at this place and now hold them.
The Shaviroclc, Ghicopee, Otsego, Wyalusing, Tacony, Commodore Hull,

Valley City, and Whitehead were engaged.
We have a large quantity of ordnance stores and twenty cannon. I

will report in detail without delay.

Very respectfully,
W. C Macomb,

Comdr., Oomdg. District of the Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.
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Report of Bear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, transmitting report.

North Atlantic Squadron.

U. S. Flagship Malvern, Hampton Roads, November 11, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose you the report of Commander
W. H. Macomb in relation to the capture of the batteries and town of

Plymouth, N. 0., which place, with all its defenses, was captured from

our land forces some time last spring.

This was a very gallant affair, and reflects great credit on the com-

mander of the expedition and all concerned. It is a handsome finish-

ing stroke, after the blowing up of the ram.

The fruits of this capture are 22 cannon, 37 prisoners, 200 stand of

arms, and more being picked up daily.

The flags of the fort and of the Albemarle and a large amount of

ammunition were also taken.

If I can not raise the ram, I will completely destroy her, after saving

her guns.
I have directed all the guns at Plymouth to be dismounted and sent

away, and can hold it with one or two gunboats.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, J). G.

Detailed report of Commander Uacomb, V. 8. Navy, commanding District of the Sounds.

U. S. S. Shamrock,
Off Plymouth, N. C, Novem,ber 1, 1864.

Admiral : I have the honor to report that on the 31st ultimo I cap-

tured the enemy's batteries at Plymouth, N. C, and the ordnance and
ordnance stores at that place, some prisoners, and a quantity of pro-

visions. The following is an account of the action:
After the return of Lieutenant W. B. Gushing from his expedition

to blow up the Albemarle, at Plymouth, I determined to make an attack
on the batteries defending that town. Accordingly, on the 29th ultimo,
the vessels under my command at that time in Albemarle Sound got
underway at about 11 : 15 a. m. and proceeded up the Roanoke River in
the following order: Commodore Hull, Shamrock, Ghicopee, Otsego, Wya-
lusing, and Tacony, the Valley City being sent at the same time up the
Middle, River (which joins the Roanoke above Plymouth) in order to
cut off any vessels or stores which the enemy might attempt to carry
out in that direction. At about 12 m. we came within range of the
lower batteries protecting the town, upon which we opened fire, which
was returned. We continued to advance to within a mile of the works,
when we discovered that the channel was obstructed at a point opposite
the batteries by two schooners sunk one on each side of the wreck of
the Southfield, which, together, formed a barrier which could only have
been passed with great danger, if at all. I therefore made signal to
return, which was accordingly done, and the vessels ran out of the
river at 2 p. m. with the exception of the Valley City, which vessel hav-
ing heard the firing commence and cease, and supposing that we had won
the day, ran down the Roanoke to within a short distance of Plymouth,
where she was fired on, and then returned, arriving in the sound at
about 10 p. m.
On the morning of the 30th ultimo, having been informed tliat there

was sufiScient water in the Middle River, I determined to blockade the
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enemy at Plymoutli by going up that river and gaining the Eoanoke
above the town, knowing that the rebels had no more vessels to sink in

the channel, and consequently that 1 should have only the batteriea to

contend against should I advance from that direction. I got underway

in the Shamrock, following the tug Bazely, Acting- Ensign M. D. Ames

commanding, having on board the pilot of the Wyalusxng, Mr. Alfred
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Everett, and followed by the Otsego, Wyalusing, Tacony, and Commodore
Hull in the order in which their names are mentioned. The Ghicopee

and Valley C»<i/ werenot present, the former having been sent by me the

night before to New Berue for repairs, and the latter being on her way to

Hampton Eoads with Lieutenant W. B. Gushing and his dispatches,

both having started before I had decided on ascending the Middle
Eiver. By the good piloting of Mr. Everett the vessels got safely

through into the Eoanoke Eiver at about 4 p. m. I left the Commodore
Hull in the Middle Eiver to prevent the enemy from laying torpedoes
there. On our way through the Middle Eiver we fired, by compass
courses, over the woods at Plymouth, at distances varying from U,640

to 1,700 yards, and I have since learned that our fire at that time was
very effective.

It was late in the afternoon when we nrrived in the Eoanoke, owing
to the extreme narrowness and short curves of the Middle Eiver, but
to prevent the enemy from blockading the river or putting torpedoes in

the channel I dropped to within short range for the 100-pounder Par-
rotts and shelled him for an hour or so. Early in the morning of the
31st ultimo, having determined on attacking the batteries, I sent a tug
for the Commodore Hull and commenced preparations for the action.
At aboat 8 a. m. the Commodore Hull arrived, and I stationed her at the
head of the line as before, on account of her ability to fire directly ahead.
At about 9 a. m. the TJ. S. S. Whitehead came up the Middle Eiver with
stores for the vessels in Albemarle Sound from the naval depot at New
Berne. As her 100-pounder Parrott had been taken out, I had her
lashed alongside the Tacony, the Bazely being lashed to the Shamroch
and the Belle to the Otsego {a,U on the port side) to keep the vessels in
motion in case their engines should be damaged. We also had steam
blown off the starboard boilers of all the double-enders, the fires banked
very low beneath them, and the stop valve between the two boilers of
each ship closed; so that there was no steam in the starboard boilers,
but the water in them being warm, it conld be got up in a short time.
At 9 : 30 a.m. , thevessels being in lin e, I signalized to the Commodore Hull
to run ahead and reconnoiter and ascertain if the channel was clear.
She reported all right, and I got underway, signaling the other vessels
to follow in close order. The enemy opened fire as soon as we came
within range and kept up a constant and very heavy fire, directed princi-
pally against the Commodore Hull and the ShamrocTc. As I neared the
batteries I gave the order, "Go ahead fast," and we were soon directly
opposite the enemy's guns, when he was driven from his rifle pits and
fieldpieces by grape and canister from the ships, which we poured in
very heavily. The batteries still held out, though their fire began to be
wild, but as the Shamrock passed them one of her shells exploded in
their magazine, which blew up with great force, some of the fragments
falling on our decks. This evidently caused a panic among the rebels,
for from that time their fire slackened and at length ceased altogether.
I then made signal to cease firing, and then to land and take possession
of the batteries, which was done without resistance. A party from this
ship under Lieutenant Duer marched into the lower works ( we having
by this time passed the town and arrived opposite them ), took about a
dozen prisoners, and spiked the guns to prevent the enemy from firing
on the vessels should they return to their batteries.

It gives me great gratification to bring to the notice of the Depart-
ment the gallant and intelligent conduct of all the commanding ofBcera
engaged, viz, Lieutenant-Commander H. N. T. Arnold, Otsego; Lieu-
tenant-Commander Earl English, Wyalusing; Lieutenant-Commander
W. 1. Iruxtun, Tacony; Acting Master Francis Josselyn, Commodore



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 15

Sull; Acting Master James G. Green, tug Belle; Acting Master G. W.
Barrett, Whitehead; and Acting Ensign M. D. Ames, tug Bazely, who
worked and fought their ships admirably, preserving the order of battle
under a very severe fire, and pouring into the rebel works, rifle pits, and
the town a tremendous fire of all kinds of projectiles. I think promo-
tion would be but justice to these gallant officers, who certainly deserve
the honorable notice of the Government. I wish particularly to bring
before the Department the conduct of Acting Master Francis Josselyn,
of the Commodore Hull, who worked his ship and battery to the admi-
ration of all who saw him, and also that of Acting Master G. W.
Barrett, of the Whitehead, whom I sent on board the Commodore Hull
to pilot us through the obstructions on account of his knowledge of the
river, and who acquitted himself in his usual fine style. These two
deserve particular notice from the fact that the Commodore Hull was
the leading ship, and on her the first and heaviest fire of the enemy
was directed. I would also respectfully recommend for promotion the
pilots of the ships engaged.
We captured 37 prisoners, 22 cannon, and a large quantity of ord-

nance stores, the exact amount of which I am unable to give at present,

nearly 200 stand of arms (more are being picked up all the time), the
ram Albemarle sunk at the wharf with everything on board, and the
colors of the batteries and the ironclad.

For the part which each vessel took in the action, I must refer you
to the reports of the different commanding officers, which I will forward

as they are received. As commanding officer of the Shamrock, it

becomes my duty to testify to the gallant behavior of the officers, crew,

and marines of this vessel. The engineer's department, under Second
Assistant Engineer William H. Harrison, was very efficient. The dif-

ferent divisions were worked remarkably well, and the guns were
worked in the most spirited and effective manner, for which I am in a
great measure [ indebted J

to Lieutenant E. K. Duer, executive officer,

and the officers of the divisions. Acting Assistant Paymaster Louis

Sands, and H. A. Macomb, captain's clerk, were with me on the hurri-

cane deck during the engagement and rendered good service as aids,

the latter acting as signal officer.

I am much indebted to Colonel D. W. Wardrop, commanding Sub-

Division of Albemarle, who, anticipating our requirements, arrived here

with 160 men from Eoanoke Island to assist in garrisoning the works

which we had captured.
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

' W. H. Macomb,
Comdr., Comdg. District of the Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Kot being aware of the admiral's whereabouts, I have forwarded this

direct and will send the original to him when I hear where he is.

Report of lieutenant Duer, U. S. Navy, V. S. S. Shamrock.

U. S. S. Shamrock,

Off Plymouth, N. C, November 2, 1864.

Sir: The damage to this ship in the engagement of October 31 is as

follows: „ ,. 4. 1 „j
One grapeshot starboard bow, 6 feet from water hue, struck and

glanced, slightly denting wood.
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One shot starboard bow, 4 feet from water line, struck and glanced,

crushing and splintering the wood through, 36 inches long iiichea

wide.

One shell exploded over the ship abreast of foremast, a piece striking

the fore-topmast ou port side, cutting out a piece about 24 inches long.

One shell exploded forward of starboard wheel, several pieces enter-

ing upper part of guard and wheelhouse and cutting hurricane deck

awning, used as a barricade.

One shot (32-pounder) 8tru( k forward knee of hurricane deck, star-

board side, passing through starboard bulkhead of crank room, carry-

ing away hand rail, through forward and after bulkheads of galley

room, through coppers, out port bulkhead of valve room, carrying

away half the bulkhead, struck spirketing of after pivot port, port

side, crushing the wood, bending and breaking the braces and hinges

of two after ports, glanced, splintered forward end of port hammock
netting, and went overboard.
One shot struck under guard, crushing the wood (15 by 4 inches)

glanced, passed through iron knee of outboard bearing, cutting iron

rim of wheel and injuring some ofthe paddle boards.

One shot struck inside on port quarter, passed through side, tearing

ofl" and bending iron plate on outside.

Total number of hits, six.

EespectfuUy submitted. EiTFUS K. Dueb,
Lieutenant and Executive Officer.

Commander W. H. Macomb, U. S. Navy,
Commanding District of the Sounds.

Bepoit of Second Assistant Engineer Hanison, IT. S. Navy, U. S. S. Shamrock.

TJ. S. S. Shamrock,
Plymouth, N. C, November 8, 1864.

Sib : I have to report the following injuries received in the engineer's
department during the action of October 30 and 31, viz: Outside rim
of starboard wheel bent by running upon the bank during the passage
up Middle Eiver, and cut by a shot from one of the rebel batteries at

this place.

One shot hole, 7^ inches diameter, through forward rib of the cast-

iron bracket supporting starboard outboard pillow block. Hand rail

of starboard side of crank gallery destroyed, and the gallery plate
broken by a raking shot through upper part of engine room. Guard
beam of port wheelhouse stove in and broken completely ofl".

These damages, with exception of the wheel, have been temporarily
repaired and the engine continues to do good service.

I am, sir, with respect, your obedient servant,
Wm. H. Harrison,

Second Assistant and Senior Engineer,

Commander W. H. Macomb, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U, S. S. Shamrock.

Report of Acting Assistant Surgeon Barton, TT. S. Navy, IT. S. S. Shamrock.

U. S. S. Shamrock,
Off Plymouth, N. C, November 2, 1864.

Sir : I herewith transmit an account of the casualties on board this
vessel during the engagement with the rebel batteries at Plymouth,
N. C, on the 31st of October, 1864:
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miled.

Samuel Champs, seaman, by grapeshot through right lung.
John Williams, seaman, by Mini6 ball through rigbt side, coming out

left hip.

Total killed, 2.

Wounded.

William H. Harrison, second assistant engineer, contusion left arm;
head and neck, slightly.
William Bowles, landsman, left eye lost by shell; wound in left thigh

by shell; right wrist by Mini6 ball, slightly; right middle finger by
splinters, slightly.

John Potter, seaman, contusions on right shoulder, slightly.
George W. Williams, landsman, contusion by splinters on right

breast and left thigh and leg, slightly.
Towndron Doty, landsman, shell wound through calf right leg,

severely; forehead, left eye, and nose lacerated by splinters, severely;
right wrist by shell, slightly.

James B. Sparks, landsman, had left eye knocked entirely out, acci-
dently, by an oar in the hands of another man immediately after the
surrender of the rebel batteries ; he is doing well.

Total wounded, C.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Philip H. Barton,

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Navy.
Commander Wm. H. Macomb,

Commanding U. S. 8. Shamrock.

BepoTt of laentenant-GommandeT Arnold, V. S. Navy, commandin§r V. S. S. Otsego.

TJ. S. S. Otsego,
Off Plymouth, N. C, November 3, 1864.

Sib : I respectfully submit the following report of the part taken by
this vessel in the capture of Plymouth, from the 29th ultimo to the
31st, inclusive.

At 11 a. m., on the 29th ultimo, got underway by signal and took
position in line of battle, and following the Shamrock and Ghicopee
proceeded up the Eoanoke Eiver toward Plymouth to assist in the
attack upon that place. About 11:30 a; m. the enemy's lower battery
opened fire on the division, which we returned as well as the position
of the leading vessels would permit, but with what effect I am unable
to say.

Obstructions being discovered in the river, and torpedoes suspected,
signal was made to retire, which I did, in company with the other ves-

sels of the division, and anchored at the mouth of the Eoanoke Eiver
about 2:15 p. m.
On Sunday, 30th ultimo, got underway by signal, in company with

the other vessels of the division, and took position in line of battle,

following the Shamrock up Middle Eiver to assist again in the attack
upon Plymouth, and on reaching a point about 2,600 yards distantfrom
that place commenced firing shot and shell by cross bearings over the
land into the town, but with what effect I can not state, continuing it

as we ascended the river at intervals until 3 p. m., when we ceased

N w B—vol 11 2
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firing, and at 4:30 anchored in Eoanoke Eiver, about 2 miles distant

from Plymouth. At 6 : 20 got underway, in company with the division,

and took position about a mile and a quarter from Plymouth, and

bombarded the town ; continuing to do so, with no reply from the enemy,

until 7:30 p. m., when, by your order, we fell back out of range of the

enemy's guns and anchored for the night.

On Monday, Slst ultimo, at 7 a. m., got underway in company with

the other vessels of the division, having the tug Belle lashed to our

port quarter, and proceeded down the Eoanoke to the attack, and at

11 : 30 opened fire at the distanced about a mile on the enemy's -works,

which consisted of forts, rifle pits, etc., and continued firing rapidly and

effectively until 12:25 p. m., -when, by signal, we ceased firing, the

enemy having abandoned his work, and retreated with the greatest

precipitancy, alter which we anchored off the town.

I am happy to say that this vessel and crew escaped uninjured, the

enemy's projectiles either passing over us or falling short.

At the fourth discharge I lost the services of a 100 pounder rifle, in

consequence of the elevating screw bending, and of a 20-pounder rifle,

on account of the bed breaking. Another screw was substituted for

the former, which was broken at the fifth discharge, thereby rendering

the gun incapable of further service during the action.

I take great pleasure in testifying to the cool and gallant conduct

displayed by the officers, sailors, and marines during the fight.

Acting Master P. J. Hargous, of the Shamrock, who volunteered to

act as my executive officer, was of the greatest service to me during the

engagement. I would recommend him to your especial notice.

The precaution taken by Acting First Assistant Engineer Samuel C.

Midlam (in charge of this vessel's engine) to meet any mishap that

might have occurred to her boilers and engine, merits my approbation;

and the prompt manner in which the whole engineer corps performed
its duty during the engagement was most satisfactory and creditable

to it. The following is a list of the officers of this vessel, all of whom
performed their several duties with zeal and gallantry

:

Acting Ensign T. G. Hale, commanding first division ; Acting Ensign
J. P. Gallagher, commanding second division; Acting Ensign William
H.McLean, commandiugthird division ; ActingMaster'sMateL. A.Kent,
commanding fourth division; Acting Master's Mate Stephen A. Abbott,
commanding fifth division; Acting Master's Mate Franklin Stedman,
Paymaster's Clerk Eobert T. Houston, First Assistant Engineer Samuel
(3. Midlam, Second Assistant Engineer William Otley, Third Assistants
John Eeilley, Albert F. Beyse, and Levi W. Lord; Acting Assistant
Surgeon G. 0. Eaynolds, Pilot John Lewis.
The following is a list of the ammunition expended during the engage-

ment, viz:

100-pounder Parrott:
Solid shot 1
Percussion shell 26
15-8econd fuze, naval time 11
15-second fuze, naval time 10
5 second fuze, naval time 14
5-8econd fuze, shrapnel 2

Dahlgruu IX-inch

:

lO-second fuze shell 1
5-second fuze shell 6
Rounds grape 22
Rounds vaiuster 5
5-second sUrapnel 2

24-pounder Dahlgren, smoothbore:
5-8econil fuze shell 10
5-second shrapnel 10
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24-pounder Dahlgreu rifle, percassion shell 39
Plymouth rifle charges "]!'.!''.'..!'.!!! 300
Carbine charges 230
Revolver charges '.!!!.!.!'.!.]. 24K
Boxts primers ...'..........'. 10
Revolver caps 260

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. N. T. Arnold,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding U. S. 8. Otsego.

Commander Wm. H. Macomb,
Gomdg. Division of Sounds, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Beport of laeatenant-Commander English, IT, S. Kavy, commanding V, 8. B, Wyalnsing.

U. S. S. Wyalusing,
Off Plymouth, N. C, October 31, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the part taken
by this vessel in the attack on and subsequent capture of Plymouth

:

I got underway on the morning of the 29th instant, took the position
assigned this vessel in line of battle, aud proceeded uptheKoanokein
company with the fleet to within a short distance of obstructions across
the river abreast of the Southfield. Finding it impossible to pass them,
or to injure the enemy at that distance, after throwing a few shell 1

retired, in obedience to general signal, and anchored off the mouth of
the river. At 12:10 p. m. on the 30th 1 again got underway in com-
pany with the fleet, stood up the Middle Eiver, aud when abreast of the
town commenced to throw shell into it over the woods, which I con-

tinued so doing as long as the battery could be brought to bear. At
5:20 p. m. anchored in line in the Koanoke about 2 miles above the
town. At 11 a. m. of the 31st instant, in obedience to general signal

from the flagship, I got underway, took the position assigned this

vessel in line, and proceeded down toward the enemy's forts defending
the town. We opened on the batteries as they came within range and
for a few minutes the action was most spirited. It was evident, how-
ever, that nothing could long stand the perfect shower that was being
poured into their works. The position this vessel occujjied when the

enemy deserted the forts commanded the main road leading to Wash-
ington, [N. C], and as they took this road I continued to shell them in

hopes, it possible, to more thoroughly disorganize and force them to

throw away their arms, which I think had the desired effect, from the

number that have been picked up since.

I am happy to state that there were no casualties of any kind on

board. The vessel is not injured in any manner, and is in as good
fighting condition as when she entered the engagement. The boats

are more or less injured from the concussion of our own guns. The
conduct of the ofiBcers and crew was most praiseworthy, and where all

did their duty I can not specify any individually, except it may be

Acting Master [William E.] Hathaway and Acting Ensign [L. H.]

Fossett,who were the first to enter Fort Williams, one of their strongest

works, where they captured three prisoners and planted the flag.

In conclusion, I can not refrain from mentioning the handsome
manner in which the engine was worked, under the supervision of

Chief Engineer H. H, Stewart, throu^jh the whole engagement, and
likewise on the day previous, while passing the narrow bends in Middle

Hiver.
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Enclosed I send the gunner's report of the amount of ammunition
expended on the 30th and 31st of October.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Earl English,

Lieutenant-Commander.

Commi ^er W. H. Macomb,
Gomdg. District of Sounds of North Carolina, off Plymouth, N. C.

TJ. S. S. Wtalusing,
Off Plymouth, ¥. C, October 31, 1864.

Sib : I have the honor to report the following as the amount of ammu-
nition expended by this vessel on the 30th and Slst of October, during

the shelling of Plymouth:

Expenditure on October 30.

100-ponnder rifle

:

10-pound charges 41

Shell (percussion) 20

Shell (time fuze) 21

12-ponnder rifle

:

Shell (percussion) 10

1-poand charges 10

Primers (percussiou) 100

Expenditure on October 31.

100-ponnder rifle

:

10-pound charges 59
Shell (percussion) 21
Shell (time fuze) 39

IX-inch guns

:

10-pound charges 118
Shell 48
Shrapnel . 22
Grape (stand) 28
Canister 20

24-pounder howitzer:
Shrapnel 27
Shell 20
Canister 9

12-ponnder howitzer:
Shrapnel 27
Shell 9
Can ister 9

12-pounder rifle:

Shell (time fuze) 30
Shell (percussion) 20
Priraers'(percussion) 400
Primers (friction) 100

Respectfully submitted.

Thomas Carpenter,
Acting Gunner.

Lieutenant-Commander Earl English,
Commanding U. S. S. Wyalusing, off Plymouth, N. G.

Additional report of Lieatenant-Commander EngUab, TJ. S. Navy, commanding IT. 8. 8.

Vyalnsing.

U. S. Gunboat Wyalusing,
Off Plymouth, [N. C], November 1, 18(>4.

Sir : I send you three rebel prisoners, captured on shore bymy execu-
tive officer. One is the paymaster's steward of the rebel ram. 1 retain
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one Other, who was wouuded aud had his arm amputated on board this
vessel.

I am, yours, truly, Earl English,
Lieutenant- Commander.

Gaptaln Macomb.

The paymaster's steward thinks there were all of 3,500 men in the
l)lace at the time of our attack.

E. E.

BepoTt of lieateaant-Commander Traztnn, TJ. S, Navy, commanding IT. S, S. Tacony.

U. S. S. Tacony,
Plymouth, N. G., November 1, 1864.

Sir : I have to report that in obedience to signal made from the flag-

ship at 10 : 35 a. m., on the 31 st ultimo, I got underway and took positioa
with this vessel iu line of battle astern of the Otsego (with the IJ. S. S.
Whitehead lashed to our port quarter), being the fourth vessel in line.

Stood slowlydowu the Roanoke Eiver till 11 :30 a.m., whenweopened
ou the batteries and rifle pits surrounding the town of Plymouth, N. 0.,
with our starboard battery, which consisted of two Xl-inch, three
IX-inch guns, two 12-pounder and one 24-pounder howitzers.
Continued heavily engaged till 12 : 40 p. m., when we ceased firing by

your order.

During the engagement the officers manifested the most commendable
zeal, while the crew distinguished themselves by a display of coolness,

which, considering the fact that it was the first time the greater pro-

portion of them had ever been under fire, was truly astonishing.

1 am happy in having to report no casualties—not a man scratched.

I beg leave to make particular mention of Acting Master's Mate f. W.
Worstell, who, with Martin Howard (landsman), James Tallentine

(quarter gunner), Eobert Graham (landsman), Henry Brutche (lands-

man), landed and spiked a loaded IX-iuch gun under quite a sharp fire

of musketry.
After anchoring abreast thewreck of the rebel ram Albemarle, Acting

Ensign Eudolph [S.] Sommers, raised and destroyed two torpedoes. I

also have on board one brass fieldpiece and three copper percussion

torpedoes.
One shell cut away the port fore-topmast backstayjust above the rail,

and a second, a 20-ponnder Parrott, passed through the foremast about
25 feet above the deck; this, with some shattering of the starboard

boats, caused by the explosion of one of our guns, constitutes all the

damage done to the ship. I herewith report her in all respects ready

for immediate service.

The engineers' department, under its very efficient chief, First Assist-

ant Engineer Thomas M. Dukehart, performed its duties in the most

satisfactory manner.
In conclusion, I deem it proper to commend to your favorable notice

Acting Master Nathaniel S. Morgan, the executive officer of this vessel,

who has at all times so ably seconded ine in the duties of my command.
I enclose herewith the gunner's report of ammunition expended.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. T. Tettxtun,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Commander W. H. Macomb,
Commanding Division of the Sounds, Plymouth, N. G.
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[Enclosnre.]

U. S. S. Tacony,
Plymouth, N'. C, November 1, 1864.

Sir : I beg leave herewith to submit a statement of shot, shell, etc.,

expended on the 31st ultimo, during the engagement before Plymouth,

N. C.,vlz:

5-BecoD(l Xl-inch shell
^^

lO-second XI inch shell •'^

15-8eoond Xl-inch shell Jt
Shrapnel, Xl-inch ^^
Canister, Xlinch ^
Grape, Xl-inch ^*
5-Becond'lX-inch shell ^*
lO-second IX-inch shell '^

Shrapnel, IX inch \
Grape; IX-inch

^^
Canister, IX-inoh -^
24-ponnder howitzer canister ^
24-pounder howitzer shrapnel

^^
12-ponnder howitzer canister ^5
12-ponnder howitzer shrapnel *"

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
KoBEBT Campbell,

Acting Gunner.

Lieutenant-Commander W. T. Tbuxtun,
Commanding U. S. S. Tacony, Plymouth, N. G.

Beport of Acting Master Josselyn, V. S. Navy, commanding V. S. B. Commodore Hull.

tr. S. S. Commodore Hull,
Plymouth, N. C, November 1, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to report the part taken by this vessel in the

operations against Plymouth from the 29th to the 31st of October, 1864:

On Saturday, the 29th ultimo, I got underway at 11:30 a. m., and
proceeded slowly up the Eoanoke Kiver in advance of the fleet. I came
in sight of the batteries on Bateman's Hill, and at 12:45 p. m. opened
fire on them at a distance of about 1 mile. The enemy replied from four
guns of heavy caliber, and kept up a rapid fire. I continued advancing
and firing from my after pivot gun, the only one that could be brought
to bear on the battery, until 1 discovered obstructions in the river just

below the battery, which were impassable by the fleet. I immediately
signaled this fact to you and received orders to return and assist the
Shamrock in turning, the enemy firing until out of range. During the
time I was abreast Stewart's Hill I discovered a body of cavalry and
infantry in the woods at a distance of about 600 yards, which I dis-

lodged by opening on them from my forward pivot gun and broadside
howitzers. This vessel was not struck nor injured in any manner by
the enemy on this day, though many shot and shell passed over and
very near her.

I retired in company with the fleet, and came to anchor at my old
position off the mouth of the river at 2: 45 p. m.
On Sunday, the 30th ultimo, at noon, I got underway in obedience to

your orders, following the Tacony, in the rear of the fleet, up the Middle
River to a point opposite Plymouth. Commenced firing on the town
from my two ])ivot guns at 2 o'clock p. m., at an elevation of 2,640 yards,
and continued my fire at short intervals until I arrived at the upper
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beud in the river, when I was ordered by you to return to the Thorough-
faro between the Middle and Eoanoke rivers, and guard that point,
which I did during the night.
On Monday, the 31st ultimo, the tug Belle came down river with orders

for me to proceed to the Eoanoke Eiver and report to you, which I did,
and was then ordered to go down the river and reconnoiter the obstruc-
tions.

At this time Acting Master G. W. Barrett, of the Whitehead, came
on board to assist in finding the passage, which duty he performed by
going ahead of the ship in a small boat and dragging for torpedoes.
'No torpedoes being found, and the passage between the piles being open,
I reported the same to the flagship by signal aud then advanced, fol-

lowed by the fleet. As soon as we sighted the batteries above the town
the enemy opened fire from two IX-inch guns, and some light artillery,

which was replied to spiritedly by my guns as soon as they could be
brought to bear. I then went ahead at full speed, receiving and return-
ing the enemy's fire with shell, grape, and canister. When within 300
yards of the enemy's works a heavy musketry fire was poured on my
men by infantry in rifle pits and houses, which 1 answered in the same
manner. This fire, though severe, did no damage, as the vessel is well
protected by iron plating.

Before passing the upper battery a shell from a IX-inch gun came in

over the starboard bow, killing 1 man and wounding 1 at the forward
gun, passed through the berth deck and wardroom, cut away the rail-

ing around the after hatch and killing 1 man, mortally wounding 2,

and 3 slightly, struck the after pivot gun carriage, where it lodged,
disabling it for a time. This shell fortunately did not explode. Another
shell passed through the vessel, raking her fore and aft, but without
doing any damage, except to the officers' rooms. A third, in passing
over the hurricane deck, cut away the guard brace from the forward
king-post on the port side and knocked out the bows of the second
cutter and the stern of the dingey.

I received no injury from the lower fort, although obliged to anchor
for a time when in range, owing to a derangement of the rudder chains,

which, however, was soon remedied.
Ceased firing at 12 o'clock m. The upper works of this vessel are

considerably shattered by shot and her frame much racked by the con-

stant firing and by the explosion of a magazine on shore, which blew
up just after She passed it. The decks need calking badly. I have
already forwarded you the engineer's report of the condition of the

boiler and machinery. The carriage of the after pivot gun needs to be
replaced, as it can not be used to any great extent as it is.

The officers and crew did their whole duty, and the guns were served

with great rapidity and precision.

I am very much indebted to Acting Master G. W. Barrett, of the

Whitehead, for services rendered. He was on board during the whole

engagement.
I would particularly mention Acting Master John O. Johnson, my

executive officer, for his bravery and coolness under fire.

The powder division was in charge of Acting Assistant Paymaster

Jona. Chapman, and was prompt and efficient.

Among the crew I respectfully call to your notice Patrick Colbert,

coxswain, captain of the forward pivot gun. His conduct was admi-

rable, and though painfully wounded by a shell which killed a man at

his side, he did not leave his post until the end of the action, and

appeared as cool as if at mere target practice.
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No surgeon being on board the ship, I enclose report of Acting Assist-

ant Surgeon George Hopkins, of the Tacony, of the killed and wounded.

Also report of ammunition expended.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Francis Josseltn,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Commander W. H, Macomb, U. S, Navy,
Commanding District of Sounds of North Carolina.

[Enclosnres.]

SiK : The following is a list of those killed and wounded on board the

TJ. S. gunboat Commodore Hull during the engagement at Plymouth,

N.C, October 31, 1864:
Killed.—Henry Schroder, landsman, right arm shot off. Turner

Latham, landsman, head shot off. Hugh McMarony, coxswain, shot in

head. John Swaddle, landsman, extensive wound of thorax and right

arm.
Wounded.—Patrick Colbert, coxswain, slightly. John Meadows, sea-

man, slight. James Saterwaite, landsman, left knee, serious.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Geo. Hopkins,

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. S. Tacony.

Commander W. H. Macomb, U. S. Navy,
Senior Officer in District of the Sounds.

U. S. S. Commodore Hull,
Off Plymouth, N. C, November 1, 1864.

Sir : I respectfully call your attention again to the condition of the
machinery of this vessel. During the action of yesterday the stay to

the king-post and guard on the port side was shot away, causing the
outboard bearing to sink down. It will be impossible to work the
engine for any length of time, it being out of line before, and this damage
will make it much more so.

Yery respectfully,

Alex. C. Stuart,
Acting Second Assistant Engineer, U. S. Navy, Senior Engineer.

F. Josseltn, U. S. Navy,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Report of Acting Master Barrett, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Whitehead.

U. S. S. Whitehead,
Off Plymouth, N. C, November 2, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 29th of
October I left New Berne with masters' and engineers' stores on board
for the naval vessels in Albemarle Sound. I arrived on the 30th instant,
at 6:30 p. m., off the mouth of Roanoke Eiver, and there learned that
the fleet had proceeded up Middle River. It being then too dark to
find the channel, I came to anchor for the night. I got underway the
following morning (31st) and proceeded up Middle River, entering the
Roanoke above Warren Neck at 9:30 a. m., where I found the fleet
under your command formed in line of battle.
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After reportiug, i proceeded, by your request, on board the U. S. S.
Commodore Hull for the purpose of piloting the fleet through the obstruc-
tions to Plymouth, and remained on board of her during the engage-
ment with the enemy at this place.
For the part taken by this vessel during the engagement, I will refer

you to the report of the executive ofiScer herewith enclosed.
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. W. Barrett,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Commander Wm. H. Macomb,
Commanding District of the Sounds.

[EDclosnre.J

U. S. S. Whitehead,
Off Plymouth, N. C, November 2, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the part taken
by this vessel in the engagement of the Slst of October at this place,
during the time which you were absent from this vessel on special duty:
In obedience to your orders, I proceeded alongside the U. S. S.

Tacony and made fast to her port quarter, she being the fourth vessel
in the line, and in that position remained during the passage through
the obstructions at Warren Neck and until nearly abreast of the town.
At 11 : 50 a. m. we cut adrift from the U. S. S. Tacony, steamed ahead
of her, and opened fire with the starboard howitzer, using shrapnel and
canister. Ceased firing at 1 p. m., the enemy being completely routed
:nid driven from his forts and intrenchments and in full retreat in the
lear of the town.
Being unable, under the circumstances, to take any prominent part

in the action, no particular merit can be ascribed to any person on board,

though I take pleasure in stating that all the ofQcers and crew behaved
with their customary gallantry and coolness.

Expended 18 rounds of shrapnel and 15 rounds of canister.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Thomas E. Qua-ile,

Acting Master's Mate and Executive Officer.

Acting Master G. W. Barrett,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Whitehead.

General order from Commander Hacomb, TJ. S. Navy, commending the gallant conduct of

the officers and men of his command.

U. S. S. Shamrock,
General Order.] Off Plymouth, N. C, November 6, 1864.

The commanding officer of the District of the Sounds wishes to

express to the officers and men of the vessels under his command his

tlianks for their gallant and intelligent conduct during the late engage-

ment, while congratulating them on their victory over the enemies of

their country, and he feels confident that their future behavior will be

characterized by the same bravery and prompt obedience to orders by
which it has heretofore been distinguished.

W. H. Macomb,
Oomdg. District of the Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.
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Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, to Commander Macomb, V. S. Navy, commending

hig action.

Hampton Eoads, November 8, 1864.

Sir: I have received rebel accounts of the capture of Plymouth by

your command. " Well done, good and faithful." Now, do not wait

for orders when there is a blow to be struck. I want you at once to

dismount every gun in the enemy's works and send them here. Do
not keep one on shore. We will then be able to hold Plymouth with

the gunboats; while a gun is on shore there is doubt. Keep up the

strictest discipline, allow no one on shore away from the guns of the

ship, no boats away, except as pickets after dark, and take all precau-

tions against torpedoes and rams. See if the ram Albemarle can be

raised, and tell me what is wanted. There is a ram building at Halifax,

up the Chowan [Eoanoke] Eiver. Can not you get up there 1 Let me
know the state of affairs in the sounds, all the places the enemy hold,

etc.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.

Commander W. H. Macomb,
Comdg. Division of the Sounds, Sounds of North Carolina.

[Telegram.]

Fortress Monroe, November 9, 1864.
(Received 2:30 p. m.)

The following has just been received from General Palmer, in a letter

to the quartermaster at Fortress Monroe

:

Hattjeras Inlkt, Novemier 5, 1864.

JnstTetarned from Plymontli, which is amass of rains. Gushing has done apower-
fal thing. All our guns were recaptured and some others besides. Shall hold
Plymouth nntil I hear from General Butler.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

General order from Sear-Admiral Porter, TT. S. Navy, in commendation of Lieutenant Cashing
and Commander Uacoinb, TT. S. Navy.

General Orders, ) North Atlantic Squadron,
No. 47.

) Flagship Malvern, November 15, 1864.

On the 3l8t of October the town of Plymouth, N. C, was captured
by the following gunboats of this squadron: Shamrock, Otsego, Tacony,
Wyalusing, Commodore HuU, ^Vhitehead, Belle, and Bazely, under the
command of Commander Macomb.
The capture of this place is another result of the gallantry of Lieu-

tenant Cushing, for while the ram Albemarle laid there and apparently
guarded the place, an attack was not considered judicious and was
never attempted. When the ram was disposed of the commanding oflB-

cer. Commander Macomb, taking advantage of the opportunity, which
example is worthy of always being followed, pushed ahead, and after a
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gallant and extremely well-conducted fight, captured the town of
Plymouth and all its defenses, then consisting of 22 cannon, 200 stand
of arms, 37 prisoners, and all the enemy's flags.

All this speaks well for the conduct of those engaged in this gallant
affair, and great credit is due to all who participated in it.

I hope it is but the beginning of our good fortune, and trust that it

may stimulate the ofBcers and men of this fleet to put forth all their

exertions when an occasion may offer to join in battle for their country.
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Letter of commendation from the Secretary of the Kavy to Commander Macomb, V. S, Navy.

Navy Department, November 20, 1864.

Sir: I have received your gratifying report of the 1st Instant,

announcing the capture, on the day previous, of the town of Ply-

mouth, F. C, with its batteries, ordnance stores, etc., by a portion of

the naval force under your command.
The Department is pleased at the promptness with which you availed

yourself of the advantages offered by the destruction of the ram
Albemarle, and of the gallantry displayed by all in the assault and

capture of the batteries at Plymouth. The aflair appears to have been

executed in a most creditable manner, and the Department improves

the occasion to express its thanks to yourself and the officers and
men under your command for the important services rendered on the

occasion.
You will be recommended to the President for advancement of ten

numbers in your grade.
Very respectfully, Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

Commander Wm. H. Maoomb,
Senior Officer in the Sounds of North Carolina.

Letter of the President of the United States to the United States Senate recommending the

advancement of Commander Macomb, U. S. Navy, for distinguished conduct.

To the Senate of the United States

:

By virtue of the authority contained in the 6th section of the act of

21st April, 1864, which enacts "that any officer in the naval service, by

and with the advice and consent of the Senate, may be advanced not

exceeding thirty numbers, in his own grade, for distinguished conduct in

battle or extraordinary heroism," 1 recommend Commander "William H.

Macomb, U. S. Navy, for advancement in his grade ten numbers, to

take rank next after Commander William Ronckendorff, for distin-

guished conduct in the capture of the town of Plymouth, N. C, with

its batteries, ordnance stores, etc., on the 31st October, 1864, by a

portion of the naval division under his command. The aflair was

executed in a most creditable manner.
Abraham Lincoln.

Washington City, December 5, 1864.
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[Telegram.]

Hampton Eoads, October 30, 1864.

The Monadnock has arrived safe.

David D. Porter,
Bear-Ad/iniral.

Hon. G. V. Pox,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commander Nichols, U. 8.

Navy regarding the deepening of the channel in the James Biver.

Hampton Roads, Virginia, October 30, 1864.

Sir : Your letter has been received in relation to the channel I wish
blown out. There is a bar, I am informed, some 200 or 300 feet

in width, which Captain Smith thought could be blown out, and
enable all the monitors drawing 13 feet to pass over, which they can
not do now. Captain Smith had the charts and descriptions and
should have left them with you. Mr. [C. H.J Cushman, of the Onon-
daga, can tell you all about it, as he heard the matter discussed. He
knows the parties who were employed in the blowing up business,

and you must get them, calling on the ordnance oflBcer for whatever
powder you may require. '

If I can get this channel deepened sufficiently, I will go up to liich-

mond when I get back here, and I wish you to exert yourself to the
utmost to have it done. Get whatever you want, and do not wait for

orders.

I noticed when last up the river that the rebels were constructing
some earthworks above the point in very easy range of your guns.
Complaints have been made that the James Eiver fleet do not fire their

guns enough in the direction of the enemy. It is your duty to annoy
them all you can, and not let the army say that they do all the work.
By looking over the instructions I left Captain Smith, you will see

that I directed him to attend to this last matter. You can direct the
Are from all the guns beautifully by signal from the top of the hill

near the lookout. I saw some effiective shots from the monitors when
last up.
You will report to me from time to time what you are doing.

Eespectfully, yours,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Commander Edward T. Nichols,
Senior Officer in James Biver, U. S. 8. Mendota.

Beport of Captain Olisson, U. S. Navy, regarding the chase of a blockade
runner.

U. S. S. Santiago de Ciiba,
At Sea, October 30, 1864.

Sir:* I have the honor to report that on the 30th October, 1864, at
1 p. m., in the latitude 32° 16' N., longitude 76° 32' W., discovered a
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Steamer bearing K K E. Stood for her under a full head of steam, and
at the same moment discovered black smoke in the same direction, theU. S. S.Mount Vernon in company at this time. At 1 : 15 p. m. exchangednumbers with the U S. 8. Tristram Shandy in chase of the same veslel,
the chase heading about S. E. by E., we edging away for the chase so as
to keep her four points on our port bow. At 1:40 p. m. discovered
another large steamer in chase of the same vessel. At 1-50 p mexchanged numbers with the U. S. S. Vanderbilt on our port quarter.'At 3 p. m. the chase ahead of the Santiago de Ouba, about 6 or 7 miles
ofl, the Vanderbilt stUl on our port quarter, coming up slowly, Mount
Vernon on our starboard quarter, dropping astern very fast, the U. S. S
Iristram Shandy, under our stern, dropping slowly, we holding our own
with the chase. At 4 : 30 p. m. the U. S. S. Vanderbilt ranged up on our
port beam about 1 mile ofl; where we held our own with her until 5
p. m.,when she ranged about half her length ahead of us. At 5 : 30 p m
the chase dropping the Vanderbilt and Santiago de Cuba, we logging
14 miles per hour, log line 52 feet to the knot, and a 28-second glass.*At ( p. m. lost sight of the chase, but stood on the same course S. E. A
b. until 8 p. m., the Vanderbilt in sight on our port beam* half a mile
distant. Not seeing anything of the chase, wore ship and stood to the
northward and westward; latitude at this time 31° 34' N., longitude
750 08' W. Enclosed you will find a diagram of the chase, marked
No. 1.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
O. 8. Glisson,

r. . , . , ^ Captain, U. 8. Navy.
Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,

Gomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, October 31, 1864.
Proceed with the Ticonderoga to Hampton Eoads and report to Rear-

Admiral Porter.

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Captain Charles 8teedm:an,
Commanding O. S. S. Ticonderoga, Philadelphia.

[TelegT&m.]

Navy Department, October 31, 1864.

Order the Sassacus to proceed to Hampton Eoads and report to Rear-
Admiral Porter.

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Commander Reed Weeden,
Commandant {pro tem.) Navy Yard, Philadelphia.

* This gives a correct speed of 15.4 knots per hour.

—

Compilers.
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Report of Captain Olisson, U. S.Ifavy, regarding the chase of a blockade

runner supposed to be the steamer Falcon.

U. S. S. Santiago de Cuba,
At Sea, October 31, 1864.

SiE: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 31st

October, 18(i4, at C : 20 a. m., in the latitnde 32° 20' N., longitude 77° 14'

W., discovered a vessel bearing S. S. W.; kept away for her at full

speed. At 0:50 a. m. made her out to be a blockade runner, burning

black smoke, we edging away to the southward so as to cut off. At
this time discovered two other vessels in chase of this blockader, which

proved to be the Tristram Shandy and Mount Vernon. At 9:30 a. m.

the Mount Vernon gave up the chase, and at 10 a. m. the Tristram

Shandy gave up. The chase was a three piped, side-wheel steamer and
very fast, supposed to have been the Falcon, which, on her trial trip,

made 21 miles per hour. At meridian the chase dropping us very fast.

At 5 p. m. lost sight of the black smoke in the latitude 30° 34' N., lon-

gitude 77° 20' W. When last seen was heading S. S. E., the weather
clear and a smooth sea. Enclosed you will find a diagram of the chase,

marked No. 2.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

O. S. Glisson,
Captain, U. S. Navy.

Bear- Admiral David D. Porter,
Gomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Report of Acting Master Hall, U. 8. Navy, regarding a scouting expeditio^i

in New Inlet.

U. S. S. Kansas,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, October 31, 1864.

Sir: In obedience to your order of the 30th instant, I went on board
of the U. S. S. Niphon, and at 5 p. m. she got underway and stood in

toward the bar. At 7, she then being in 5 fathoms of water, Mound
light bearing W. by N. ^ N., I left her in a small boat with two men.
I crossed Caroline Shoal in 6 feet of water, and then stood in for the
Mound. When within 200 yards of it I turned toward the range lights,

got soundings on the northern rip in 5 feet, then turned and pulled
down past the Mound; saw several men about the Mound, and two men,
apparently pickets on the beach; took soundings in the channel varying
from 11 to 13 feet. 1 then drifted back in the channel; saw no move
ment of the enemy on the water, neither could I find any obstructions,
and am perfectly satisfied that the channel is clear in the vicinity of the
Mound for a considerable distance above and below it. I then stood
out for wreck of the Aster, passed in, and soon saw the IJ. S. S. Niphon;
at 9 arrived alongside of her.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Samuel Hall,
Acting Master, TJ. S. Navy.

Lieutenant-Commander P. G. Watmough,
Commanding U. S. S. Kansas, and Senior Officer Present.
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Capture of the British steamer Annie, off Neic Inlet, North Carolina,
October 31, 1864.

Beport of Bear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Havy, transmitting papers.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. i>. Flagship Malvern, Hampton Roads, November (!, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith the following papers relat-
ing to the capture on the Slst October of the British blockade-running
steamer Annie, off New Inlet, North Carolina:

1. Heportfrom Lieutenant-OommanderWatmough, commanding Kan-
sas, of the capture, and enclosing a report* of a scout over the bar bv
Acting Master Samuel Hall, October 31, 1864.

2. Report of Acting Master [Edmund] Kemble, Niphon, November 1,
1864.

3. Eeportof Acting Volunteer Lieutenant I.J. W.l Balch, Hownuah,
November 1, 1864.

> i
>

4. Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant I Frank I Smith, Alabama,
November 1, 1864.

i J >

5. Report of Acting Master [Henry] Arey, Wilderness, 'Nowemberl,
1864.

Also prize lists of the Kansas and Niphon, claiming to share in the
capture.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary ofthe Navy.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Watmongli, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Kansas.

U. S. Gunboat Kansas,
OffNew Inlet, November 1, 1864.

Admiral : I have the pleasure to report the capture of the British
blockade runner Annie last evening at about 7.30 p. m., within 3 miles
of the bar, by the Wilderness and Niphon.
She has a valuable cargo of cotton (some 500 bales), a lot of tobacco

and turpentine. Her papers were all captured, showing that $50,000
in gold had been shipped in her; also a lot of Confederate bonds. The
gold and bonds were thrown overboard after the Annie had stopped,
and in view of Acting Master Arey, commanding the Wilderness, who
endeavored, by firing a rifle, to prevent it. It was in 6 fathoms of water
and bearings doubtful.
The crew and passengers of the Annie I send by the Niphon to Beau-

fort. A list will be forwarded.
In my communication of the 30th ultimo I informed you of the

intention to send in a scout to search the bar and channel inside for

obstructions. It was accomplished the same evening before 9 p. m.
and no sign of obstructions found. Accompanying you will find the
report of Acting Master Hall, the executive of this vessel, who went on
the scout. That same night at about 2 a. m. the Niphon discovered a
vessel attempting to run out, as they supposed, and headed her back.

•See preceding report.
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It now appears to have been Little Hattie or Gertrude, both of which

the Annie^s crew report as having gone in that night. They were in

sight on the river at daylight—both side-wheelers.

The captain of the Annie reports the Tallahassee and Edith, her con-

sort, as having gone out on the west side last Friday week. The Wil-

derness and Niphon both failed to fire rockets in direction of chase, as

directed, but as the vessels were all in sight 1 was able to get seaward

of them and head them [off]. This was particularly culpable under the

circumstances, as the two side-wheel steamers who had been in her

company in the river, and whose movements were suspicious—one with

a rebel flag at her peak and apparently a large number of men on her

deck in dark clothing, as was also the case with the Annie—had put us

on our guard for a break of privateers.

There was great delay in answering my challenges, and for a time I

was suspicions of the character of the vessels, apparently formed in a
line, the center one with a red light at her peak. I will take such means
as are in my power to recover the gold and mail bag.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Pbnd. G. Watmough,
Lieutenant-Commander, Senior Officer Present.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Letter from Iiientenant-Commander Watmough, IT. S. Kavy, to the judge of the V. S. district

court, Boston, Mass.

U. 8. Gunboat Kansas,
Off New Inlet, November 1, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following facts to support our
claim for a share in the prize steamer Annie, captured by the U. S. tug
Wilderness and TJ. S. S. Niphon. Last evening (October 31) at 7:15 p.

m., the Wilderness plain in sight on the bar station, about IJ miles W.
S. W. of this vessel, a flash of a gun was seen aud the report heard,
immediately followed by several others from the shore batteries and
the Wilderness, and it was supposed the Niphon, in chase. This ves-
sel was immediately headed to the 8. 8. W., fires spread, engines
started at full speed, and ship cleared for action. Two of the vessels
were kept in plain sight on our starboard bow. They were standing
apparently to the 8. E., and we calculated to cut off the chase. In a
very few moments a third vessel was discovered forming a line appar-
ently with the other two, and plainly seen by myself, the executive
ofiBcer of this vessel, and the chief engineer. As the Wilderness and
the Niphon had both failed to observe the orders to fire rockets in
direction of the chase, my suspicious M^ere excited by this array, owing
to the fact that during the forenoon of the day the Annie had been
very plain in sight in the river, accompanied by two side wheel steam-
ers, one having the rebel flag at her peak, the other an English ensign;
the former, together with the Annie, had a large number of men in
dark clothing exposed to our view, and we were not sure but that they
were intended as privateers. We approached these vessels cautiously,
keeping across their way, and challenged twice without receiving an
answer. The center vessel had a red light up, which was altogether
irregular and no recognized signal. Our battery was trained upon
them, and orders given to fire the pivot gun to the left of them as a
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challenge. This was unattended to, except by irregular lights on one
of the vessels. At this time made a vessel on our port bow, challenged
her, and immediately it was answered. It proved to be the TJ. S. S.
Alabama, whom I ordered to follow this vessel with battery bearing on
the strange vessels. We approached them and renewed our challenges
with lights, which were at last returned in an unsatisfactory manner.
We then hailed and discovered that they were the Wilderness, Niplion,
and the prize steamer Annie; ordering the Niphon back to her bar sta
tion, and the prize and Wilderness to our day station for the night, and
resumed our beat. About three quarters of an hour had elapsed from
the first gun to the time we spoke them, part of which time had been
consumed in maneuvering to approach them. At no time were they
more than IJ miles from us.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Pend. G. Watmough,

Lieutenant-Oommander.
Hon, Judge [Peleg] Speagtje,

U. S. District Court, Boston, Mass.

Baport of Acting Haster Kemble, V. S. Kavy, commanding U. S. S. Kiphon.

TJ. S. S. Niphon,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, November 1, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report the capture of the English steamer
Annie, while running the blockade by the U. S. steamers Wilderness
and Niphon at 7 : 45 last evening. Cargo, 500 bales cotton and 30 tons
tobacco; is a doable propeller; has one smokestack and two masts;
is said to steam 13J knots. She was first discovered by this vessel
coming out of Kew Inlet, standing to the southward, at 7 : 15 p. m.
Niphon on No. 1 station in 4 fathoms water. Mound light bearing W. J N.
Saw TJ. S. S. Wilderness at the W. N. W. of us inshore; gave chase and
opened fire upon steamer, keeping her on my starboard beam, the
steamer Wilderness chasing astern and gaining swiftly upon her, at the
same time using our battery freely upon steamer. At 7 : 40 the Annie
sarrendered ; at 7 : 45 was boarded by the boats from the Wilderness; at
7: 55 was boarded by boats from this vessel, taking the officers, crew,
and passengers on board the Niphon. Acting Master H. Arey, com-
manding steamer Wilderness, coming on board and taking charge, I
returned on board ship and proceeded back to my station on the bar, at
which nothing more was seen to pass out or in during the remaining
part of the night. The forts on shore fired several shots at the vessels.

Shortly after was hailed by the Wilderness, saying she had been hit,

and would be obliged to go to the day station. I would also state that
with permission of senior officer present I sent a launch with howitzer,
in charge of Acting Ensign B. N. Semon, into the mouth of the channel
after dark, from which the Annie received two shots as she passed.
Before and for some time after the capture, no other vessels were in

sight.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Edmttnd Kemble,

Acting Master, Commanding.
Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Flagship Malvern,

N "W E—VOL 11 3
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Sepoit of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Balch, XT. S. Navy, Commanding V. S. S. Howqnali.

U. S. S. HOWQUAH,
Off Wilmington, N. C, November 1, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report:
On the night of October 31, while standinfj in on our station at 7

p. m,, heard firing in the direction of Fort Caswell. At 7:05 p. m.,

the Mound bearing W. S. W., Wilderness S. by E., ship in 3J fathoms
of water, heading N. N. W., saw a blockade runner coming out over
the bar, bearing S. by W. Put the helm to port and started ahead full

speed; called all hands to quarters; I did not have room to go round
with the helm to starboard. At 7 : 10 Wilderness opened fire on strange
vessel. At the same time Fort Fisher and the water batteries com-
menced firing, their shells going well over us.

As soon as we got round so that our guns would bear, could not fire,

as the Wilderness and strange vessel were in line and close together,
standing S. S. E. At 7: 25 the Wilderness and strange vessel together,
bearing S. S. E. Niphon S. i W., Kansas E. J S., Mound N. W. by W.
At 7 : 30 the blockade runner, Wilderness, Niphon, and Kansas were in
plain sight with the same bearing. Saw a white light; immediately
after a red light was shown from the Wilderness and kept burning.
After seeing the red light, slowed down and stood in for our station.
At 8 p. m. on our station in 4 fathoms of water. At 9 p. m. Kansas
spoke us; learned the vessel we saw captured by the Wilderness was
the blockade runner Annie.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. W. Baxch,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding TJ. S. iS. Howquali.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Beport of Acting Volunteer lieutenant Smith, IT. S. ITavy, commanding IT. S, S. Alabama.

U. S. 8. Alabama,
OffNew Inlet, North Carolina, November 1, 1804.

Sir : I have the honor to report that in obedience to orders from the
senior officer present, last evening I equipped and dispatched the ship's
launch, with a howitzer, an officer, and 8 men belonging to this ship to
the U. S. S. Niphon, she to furnish an officer to command and additional
men to make up the crew. At dusk the Niphon towed the launch in
toward the bar and ordered it on picket duty in the channel on the bar.
The Alabama took her station on the outside line, in from 6 to 7 fathoms
water, between the Mound light and Smith's Island. About 7 :30 p. m.,
as we were standing to the northward, the picket boat on the bar bear-
ing K W. by N., 2 miles distant, was observed to fire the howitzer twice,
in as quick succession as they could load and repeat. I promptly beat
to quarters and ordered fires spread and prepared for action or chase.
Very soon the bar tenders began firing and approaching as if in chase,
but sending up no rockets. When the firing ceased, I inferred they
had intercepted and captured a blockade runner. -As I proceeded to
the northward, I soon met the senior officer present in the U. S. S.
Kansas, he coming within hail and ordering me to man the starboard
battery and follow him in. We soon after met the steamers Wilderness
and Niphon, bringing out the steamer Annie, which they had just cap-
tured in the attempt to run the blockade. The Annie was sent with a
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prize crew to anchor on the day station, and the blockadera were

ordered to resume their posts. By 8:30 p. m. 1 had resumed my sta-

tion, but nothing further transpired during the night under our obser-

vation worth noting.

The Alabamans prize lists in duplicate are being prepared to accom-

pany this report. The following United States vessels were present

and all within range of the prize when captured:

The Kansas, Alabama, Howquah, Niphon, and Wilderness; no other

vessels were within signal distance.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

Frank Smith,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, J). G.

Beport of Acting Master Arey, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Wilderness.

U. S. S. Wilderness,
Off Wilmington, N. C, November 1, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report the capture of the English steamer
Annie, while running the blockade from New Inlet, by the U. S.

steamers Wilderness and Niphon, at 7:45 p. m., Mound light bearing
K. by W. and Bald Head light W. S. W. J W., in 4J fathoms of water.

At the time of the capture I saw no vessels but Niphon and Wilder-

ness; others might have been in sight. She received thirteen shots from
the Wilderness and Niphon before she surrendered. The Wilderness
overtook her after a chase of ten minutes, going at the rate of 16 miles
an hour, and she going 12. The Annie is a fine steamer, with two pro-

pellers, one smokestack, and is schooner rigged. She is said to make
13J knots an hour. Besides her oflBcers and crew she had on board
eleven passengers, among them a Mrs. Johnson and her daughter, of
Nassau, New Providence. They have been turned over to Acting Mas-
ter Kemble, commanding U. S. S. Niphon. While the prisoners were
being transferred to the Niphon Fort Fisher commenced firing on us,

and the Wilderness was struck by a shell, apparently a 100-pounder
rifle, entering the hurricane deck on the starboard side and going
through a water tank in the port gangway, where it exploded, injuring
the plank-sheer and rim of the port wheel slightly. It will be easily
repaired when I go to Beaufort for coal. The cargo of the Annie con-
sists of 540 bales of cotton, weighing from 650 to 700 pounds to a bale;
also 30 tons of pressed tobacco and 14 casks of spirits of turpentine.
I enclose a prize list to the Secretary of the Navy and a duplicate to
you, asking that you will please forward the one for the Secretary of
the Navy to Paymaster [W. H.J Thompson, Norfolk navy yard, who
has the accounts of the Wilderness, that he may make it out in proper
form.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Henry Arey,
Acting Master, Commanding U. S. S. Wilderness.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Hampton Roads.
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KepoTt of Lieutenant-Commander Watmongh, V. 8. Navy, commanding U, S. S. Kansas,
regarding reports of commanding officers.

U. S. Gunboat Kansas,
Off New Inlet, November 3, 1864.

Admiral : I avail myself of the departure of the Santiago de Cuba
at daylight in the morning to inform you that I have ordered the Seneca,
that came in here day before yesterday, to remain here till further
orders, in consequence of the few vessels here and the renewed activity

of the runners on this bar. The Santiago's prize, the Lucy, got out
this side the evening after the Annie was captured, when the sea was
so rough no vessel could have maintained a close blockade of the bar.
We have had a heavy blow since, up to this morning, and the weather

is still thick and unsettled. It is now 10 p. m., and we have had two
alarms through the mist and rain. Our search for the culprits has
been in vain.
The two reports of the commanding officers of the Wilderness and

Niphon both failed in the essential point of declaring whether or not
any other vessels were in sight, when they knew all here claimed wit-

nessing the capture of the Annie. Owing to the rough sea and bad
weather these reports were not brought to me till the last moment of

the day, when too late to rewrite them unless the prize and the Niphon,
with the prisoners, were detained here till tbe following day, which I

did not deem prudent or necessary, so directed those officers to insert

the omission. Acting Master Kemble, of the Niphon, informed me he
should write to you and request the withdrawal of his report and the

substitution of one he would write, which he would forward by the

senior officer at Beaufort. I am satisfied these two officers failed to

make the proper, or any, signals indicating the direction of the chase,

ill order to be able to claim a sole share in her. Their excuses for not

complying with the orders in this respect were trivial and not to be
admitted. If privateers should escape, owing to such failure, those

whose position as chasers calls upon them to pursue could hardly be

censured if left there in the dark.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Pknd. G. Watmough,
Senior Officer Present.

Eear- Admiral D. D. Pobtek,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

General order Ho. 41, of Eear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Havy, regarding the failure of certain

vessels to make required signals.

NoBTH Atlantic Squadkon,
Flagship Malvern, November 9, 1864.

It has been reported to me that the commanders of the Niphon and

Wilderness, captors of the Annie, failed to make any signals indicating

the direction the chase was taking, thereby running the risk of losing

the vessel, as other blockaders in the vicinity could not, for want of

proper directions, afford the required assistance. It is the impression

of the senior officer off the bar that the officers commanding the Niphon

and Wilderness "failed to make the required, proper, or any signal

indicating tbe direction of the chase, in order to be able to obtain a

sole share in the prize." Of course a rigid investigation will be held in

regard to this matter and a trial instituted for gross disobedience of

orders, and the chances are that the offenders will lose their share of

prize money and be otherwise justly dealt with. The excuses of the

officers alluded to for not obe.fing orders were too trivial to be admitted.
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While a prize is the reward of the captors, when taken, personal con-

siderations are to be disregarded altogether, and cotton, vessel, and
crew are to be sacrificed rather than the least chance should be offered

them to escape.
This war is not being conducted for the benefit of officers or to enrich

them by the capture of prizes, and every commander is deficient in the
high moral character which has always been inherent in the Favy who
for a moment consults his private interests in preference to the public
good, hesitates to destroy what is the property of the enemy, or attempts
to benefit himself at the expense of others. I am satisfied that no ves-

sel should escape out of Wilmington after the blockade is perfected if

the orders I have instituted are strictly carried out and the signals

properly made, for if the runners are chased to the middle line (when
complete), or beyond it if necessary, they will be picked up by vessels
stationed there; but if signals are not correctly made and privateers
escape owing to the culpable neglect of a few officers, those whose
position as chasers call upon them to pursue can scarcely be held
responsible.

I feel ranch dissatisfied at the conduct of the commanders of the
Niphon and Wilderness, and hope while I command this squadron that
such conduct may never occur again. Honor and glory should be the
watchword of the Navy, and not profit. A rigid investigation will be
held in all cases reported to me, and when I find any officer derelict in

the duty of making signals I will do my best to deprive him of his share
of prize, and try him for disobedience of orders.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Beport of the board of investigatiou regarding the failure of the commanding officer of the
U. S. 8. Wilderness to throw rockets.

U. S. Gunboat Kansas,
OffNew Inlet, November 18, 1864.

Admiral : In pursuance of your orders of the 7th instant, I selected
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. E. Dennison, of the Cherokee, and
Acting Master Hall, of this vessel, and went on board the Wilderness
to investigate why rockets were not thrown the night of the chase and
capture of the Annie.
We have to report that we found no orders had been given by the

commanding officer, Acting Master Arey, to throw rockets, nor anyone
appointed to attend to that matter, Acting Master Arey having reserved
to himself that duty. The rockets and lighted match were in the pilot
house at the time. He pleads the fact of it being his first night on the
bar duty, having a very short time previously assumed command of
the vessel, and that he had not had time to organize; moreover, that
the chase was followed so quickly by the capture that he failed to
remember the order, or did not think it necessary.
Very respectfully, your obedient servants,

Pend. G. Watmoxjgh,
Lieutenant- Commander.

W. E. Dennison,
Acting Yolunteer Lieutenant.

Samuel Hall, Acting Master.
Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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JAst of vessels in the North Atlantic Squadron^ and their disposition,

November J, 1864,

Kame.

Agawam..
Anes
Alabama .

Anjifasta.

.

Alert
Atlanta
Anemone
Arietta
Albemarle
BenHorgan
Banshee
Britannia
Brooklyn
Belle
Bazely
Berberry
Bignonia
Canonicua
Chicopee
Commodore Hntl . . -

Ceres
Colorado
Cherokee
Calypso
Cambridge
Commodore Barney
Commodore Morris
Commodore Perry
Cactus
Crusader
Chippewa
Clinton
(vbarles Phelps
Cohasset
Clematis
l>nmbarton
Delaware
Dawn
Daylight
Dictator
Dacotah
Eolns . . -

Emma
Entaw
Fort Jackson
Fort Donelson
Florida
Fahkee
Grand Onlf
Gettysbarg
Goyemor Backingham

General Pntnam

.

Granite
Glance
Howqaab
Haron
Hancbback
Henry Blinker .

.

Heliotrope
Hoyt
Hetzel
Harconrt
I. N. Seymoar
Iosco «...

Juniata
James Adger
Xansaa
Keystone btate .

.

Lilian
Louisiana
Lockwood
Lilao
Little Ada
Monticello
Maumee
Mohican
Minnesota

Commanding officer.

Commander A. C. Rhind
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant F. S. Wells..
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant F. Smith
Commander T. G. Corbin

Acting Ensign J. Bishop
Acting Volunteer Lieut. T.J. Woodward.
Acting Master Jona. Baker
Commander B. M. Dove

Acting Master A. B. Hnlford
Acting Volunteer Lieut.W.H. Garfield.-.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Saml. Huse.

.

Captain Jas. Alden -. .

.

Acting Gunner Wm. Peterkin
Acting Ensign J. Connor
Acting Ensign H.Griffith
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. D. Roath.
Commander E. G. Parrott
Commander A. D. Harrell
Acting Master F. Josselyn
Acting Master H. H. Foster
Commodore H. K. Thatcher
Acting Volunteer Lieut. W. E. Denuiaon .

.

Acting Master F. D. Stuart
ActingVolunteerLieutenantJ.F. Nickels.
Acting Volunteer Lieut. G. B. Livingston .

Acting Master R. G. Lee
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant A. r. Foster.
Actiug Enaign C. E. Beck
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant P.Hays
Lieutenant-Commander A. W. Weaver—
Acting Ensign F, J. Runnells
Acting Ensign Wm. Ottiwell ,

Acting Ensign G. B. Griffin

Acting Volunteer Lieutenants. D. Bruner
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant H. Brown . .

,

Acting Master J. H. Eldridge ,

Acting Master J. A. Jackaway
Acting Master H. A. Phelon
Commodore J. Rodgers
Commander G.M. Colvocoreaaes
Acting Master W. 0. Lundt
ActingVolunteerLieutenant J.M.Williams
Lieutenant-Commander H. C. Blake ....

Captain B. F. Sands
Acting Volunteer LieutenantT. Pickering.
Lieutenant-Commander S. Magaw
Acting Master F. R. Webb
Commander G. M. Ransom
Lieutenant R. H. Lamson
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. MacDiar-
mid.

Acting Master H. H. Savage
Acting Master E. Boomer
Acting Master W. H. Bolton
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. W. Balch
Lieutenant-Commander T. O. Selfridge . .

.

Lieutenant Joseph P. Fyffe
Acting Ensign J. H. Kerens
Acting Ensign J. M. Norman
Acting Ensign H. B. Twambly
Acting Master G.B.Thompson

Acting Ensign J. L. Hayes
Commander A. J. Drake
Captain W.R. Taylor -

Commander T.H.Patterson
Lieutenant-Commander P. G. Watmough .

.

Commander H.Rolando
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. A. Harris.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant F. M. Green.

Acting Ensign J. Q. A. Davidson

Acting Ensign £dw. Manning
Lieutenant W. B. Gushing
Lieutenant-Commander J. Parker

.

Commander D, Amraen
Commodore J. Lanman

Norfolk Navy Vard (repairing).
OflF Wilmington.

Do.
Convoying California mail
steamers.

James River.
Do.

Norfolk Navy Yard (repairing).
Beaufort (ordnance).
Sounds of North Carolina.
Craney Island, Virginia.
Baltimore (repairing).
Off Wilmington.
Hampton Roads.
Sounds of North Carolina.

Do.
Norfolk Navy Yard (repairing).

OIF Wilmington.
Freshwater, Jiimes River.
Sounds of North Carolina.

Do.
Do.

Hampton Roads.
Off Wilmington.

Do.
Norfolk Navy Yard.
James River.

Do.
Norfolk Navy Yard (repairing).

Do.
York River, Virginia.
Off Wilmington.
Hampton Roads (tug duty).
Craney Island, Virginia.
Norfolk Navy Yard (repairing).

Off Wilmington.
Do.

James River.
Do.
Do.

Not vet reported.

Off Wilmington.
Norfolk Navy Yard (repairing).

James River.
Off Wilmington.

Do.
Not yet reported.
New York (repairing).
Not yet reported.
Off Wilmington.
Norfolk Navy Yard (repairing).

James River.
Sounds of North Carolina.
York River.
Off Wilmington.
Norfolk Navy Yard (repairing).

James River.
Do.

Norfolk Navy Yard (repairing).

Sounds of 2)orth Carolina.
Do.

Norfolk Navy Yard (repairing).
Baltimore (repairing).
OffWihnington.
Hampton J^ads.
Charleston, S. C.
Off Wilmington.

Do.
Do.

Sounds of North Carolina.
Do.

Beaufort, N. C.
Hampton Roads.
Norfolk Navy Yard (repairing).

Cruising (Halifax).
Hampton Roads.
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List of vessels in the North Atlantic Squadron^ and their disposition^

November 1, 1864,

Name. Commandizig officer. Position.

Macl^inaw
Maesasoit
Mount Vernon
Mattabesett
Montgomery
Maratanza
Morse
Miami
Mendota
Mount Washington.
Mystic
Monadnock
Mabopac
Martin
Mercedita

Commander J. C. Beaumont
Commander R. T. Kensbaw
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. Trathen..
Commander J. C. Febiger
ActingVolunteerLieutenant E. H. Faucon
Lieutenant Commander G. \V. Young
Lieutenant-Commander C. A. Babcock
ActingVolunteer LieutenantG.W. Graces
Commander E. T. Kicbols
Acting Master H. H. Havnie
Acting Master W. Wrignt
Captain J. M. Berrien
Commander W. A. Parker
Acting Ensign M. D. Ames
Lieutenant-Commander M. Haxtun

Malvern
Nyack
Nereua
Kipbon
New Ironsides
New Berne
Nansemond
Osceola
Onondaga
Otsego
Pblox
Powhatan
Pequot
Pawtuxet
Picket Boat No. 1.
Picket Boat No. 3.
Picket Boat No. 4.
Picket Boat No. 5.

Picket Boat No. 6.

Quaker City
Khode Island
E.It.Cuyler
Kensbaw

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. C. Bunn.

.

Lieut«nant-Commander L. H. Newman
Commander J . C. Howell
Acting Master E. Kemble
Commodore "Wm. Radford
Acting VolunteerLieutenanfW.K.Creasy.
Acting Ensigii J. H. Porter
Commander J. M. B. Clitz
Lieutenant-Commander C. H. Cushman
Lieutenant-Commander H. N. T. Arnold. .

.

Acting Ensign D. F. O'Brien
Commodore J. F. Scbenck
Lieutenant-Commander B. L. Braine
Commander J. H. Spotts

.| Acting Ensign Wra. Clarke...
-j Commander W. F.Spicer
.: Commander S.D.Trenchard..
.] Commander C. H. B, Caldwell.

Roman
,

Seneca...
State of Georgia .

.

Saco
Shenandoah
Saasacns ..'

Susquehanna
Santiago de Cuba.

.

Stepping Stones . ..

Samuel Rotan
Saugus

,

Shamrock ,

St. Lawrence
Sabine
Shokokon ...• .

Tallapoosa
Tuscarora
Tristram Shandy

.

Tacony '..^.

Unadilla
Unit
Vioksbiirg
Victoria

,

Vanderbilt
Valley City
Wabash

,

Wilderness
Wvaluslng
Whitehead
Wyandotte
William Badger...
Vouug America ...

Young Rover
Xantic
Zouave

I

Acting Ensign C. H. Beckshoftt
A cting Ensi^ R. Merchant

j

Lieutenant-Commander G. E. Belknap
' Commander S. NicholBon
i Lieutenant-Commander J. G. Walker
j

Captain D. B. Ridgely
I Lieutenant-Commander J. L. Bavia
I Commodore S. W. Godon
! Captain O. S. Glisson
Acting Volunteer Lieut. D. A. Campbell . .

.

ActingMasterW.G, Nutting
Commander E. R. Colhoun
Commander W. H. Macomb ,

Commander I>. Lynch
Lieutenant-Commander R. B. Lowry
Acting Master W. B. Sheldon
Lientenant-Cnnimander J. E. DeHaven
Commander J. M. Frailey
ActingVolunteer Lieutenant E.F.Bevens
Lieutenant-Commander W. T. Truxtun . .

.

Lieutenant-Commander F.M.Ramsay
Acting Enaigu C.B. Parry
Lieutenant-Commander J*. H. Baker
Acting Master E. S. Keyser
Captain C. W.Pickering
Acting Master J. A. J. Brooks
Crtptaiu M. Smith
Acting Master H.Arey
Lieutenant-Commander E. English
Acting Master G.W.Barrett
Acting Master T. W. Sheer
Acting Ensign S. G. Swain

Norfolk Navy Yard (repairing).
Hampton Roads.
Oif Wilmington.
Beaufort. N. C.
Norfolk Navy Yard (repairing).
Otf Wilmington.
Baltimore (repairing).
James River.

Do.
Norfolk Navy Yard (repairing).
Guard ship (York River)

.

Hampton Roads.
J ames River.
Sounds of North Carolina.
Sent by Adjutant-General to
New Orleans with draft of
men from Aphrodite.

Hampton Roads.
Cruising (Halifax).
Not yet reported.
Off Wilmington.
Hampton Roads.
New York.
Otf Wilmington.

Do.
James River.
Sounds of North Carolina.
James River.
Hampton Roads.
Otf Wilmington.

Do.
Junes River.

Norfolk Navy Yard (repairing).
James River.

Hampton Roads (tug duty).
Cruising (Wilmington).
Not yet reported.
Cruising (Wilmington).

Beaufort, N. C.
Craney Island (hulk).
Cruising (Wilmington).
Not yet reported.
Cruising (Wilmington).
Not yet reported.

Hami)ton Roads.
Cruising ( Wilmington).
Norfolk Navy Yard (repairing).
James River.

Acting Master I. B. Studley
Lieutenant-Commander T. C. Harris.
Acting Euflign J. L. Hayes

Sonndfl of North Carolina..
Norfolk (ordnance).
Norfolk Navy Yajcd.
Beaufort. N. C.
Cruising (Halifax).
Hampton Konds.
Off Wilmington.
Sounds of North Carolina.
Norfolk Navy Yard (repairing).
Norfolk Navy Yard (tug duty).

Off Wilmington.

Hampton Roads.
Do.

Off Wilmington.
Sounds of North Carolina.

Do.
Norfolk (guard ship).
Beaufort, N. C.
Norfolk Navy Yard (repairing).
Hampton Roads,
Cruising (Halifax).
Norfolk Navy Yard (repairing).
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Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commander Nichols, U. 8.
Navy, regarding general matters.

Hampton Eoads, November 1, 1864.
Sir : Tour commuDication of 28th October has been received. Keep

the court-martial going; let them adjourn from day to day and I will
send some charges right up as soon as I can.
There will be no trouble in getting supplies. I have ordered the com-

mandant of the yard at IiTorfolk to fill all requisitions on the approval
of the captain without reference to me.
Anything that you think should be done, go ahead and do it, and I

will approve it afterwards.
I wish to know if a picket launch can get through the obstructions.

I should like to blow up one of the rebel rams.
Eespectfully,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Commander E. T. Nichols,
IJ. S. iV. Mendota.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, TJ. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant- Commander
Upshur, If. 8. Navy, commanding the U. 8. 8. Advance.

Hampton Eoads, November 1, 1864.

Sir : Proceed with the Vance [Advance] to the station marked on the
chart which accompanies this order on the blockade of Wilmington,
N. C, for duty as a cruiser.

Yery respectfully, yours,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic 8quadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Jno. H. Upshur,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Vance [Advance].

Report of Commander Glitz, TJ. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Osceola,
regarding the chase of a blockade runner.

U. S. S. Osceola,
At 8ea, Lat. 33° 25' N., Long. 75° 13' W., November 1, 1864.

Admiral: I have to inform you that yesterday at 11 o'clock a. m.,
when in latitude 33° 50' N., longitude 75°45' W., discovered black
smoke bearing K. W., distant about 15 miles. Gave chase immediately
and continued to do so until 8:45 p. m. The chase was a side-wheel
steamer, painted white, with two masts and two smokestacks. She
was either a blockade runner or privateer, I think the latter, as her
decks were crowded with men. When first discovered she was steer-

ing toward Wilmington, [N. C], but we pressed her so hard she was
compelled to change her course to every point of the compass. At sun-
set we were about 4 miles from the said steamer, opened fire with the
forward 100-pounder Parrott rifle, firing five shots; finding that they
fell short, discontinued the firing, but continued to follow until the time
above mentioned, when we lost her in a fog bank.
We kept up a uniform speed of 13^ knots during the entire chase.

I think I can safely say tliat but for the darkness and fog it would
have been our good fortune to have captured her.
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This morning about 7 : 30 we were boarded by an officer from the

U. S, S. Vanderbilt. Sent word to Captain Pickering of the chase yes-

terday, with the opinion that I did not think she had got into Wilming-

ton, but was still in this neighborhood.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

J. M. B. Glitz,
Oommander, U. 8. Wavy.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Comdg. ITorth Atlantic Squadron^ Hampton Roadu, Virginia.

Report of Captain Olisson, JJ. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. 8antiago de

Cuba, regarding the chase of a blockade runner.

TJ. S. S. Santiago de Cuba,
A t 8ea, November 1, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the morning of November 1,

1864, at 7 a. m., in the latitude 32^ 18' N., longitude 77° 40' W., dis-

covered a blockade runner burning black smoke, bearing S. S. W.
Started ahead at full speed, edging away to the southward so as to cut

off the blockader [blockade runner]. At 10:30 a. m. discovered another

vessel, a ship of war, bearing down on the chase to the westward of lis.

At 11 a. m. exchanged numbers with the U. S. S. Pequot. At 1 : 50 p. m.
a French steamship of war hove in sight to the southward and westward
of chase, which caused her to change her course for a few minutes. At
2 p. m. the Pequot gave up the chase, we still iu chase and coming up on
her. At 5:45 p. m. fired three shots at her from our rifle cannon, all

falling far short of her. At 6 p. m. she was only 3J miles from us. At
7 p. m. lost sight of the black smoke, but stood on until 8 p. m. in hopes
ofseeing her again. At 8 p. m. wore ship to the southward and westward.
During this chase the weather was cloudy, with light winds and rain

from the southward and eastward. When the chase was last seen, she
was heading S. S. E. J E., in the latitude 30° 16' N., longitude 75=" 54'

W. She was a side-wheel steamer with two smoke ])ipes, and very fast.

We were logging 13.6, ship very light, and we could not get as good
speed as that of the previous two days. If we had had but two hours
moreof daylight, my belief is we would have captured her. Enclosed
you will find a diagram of chase, marked "No. 3."

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
O. S. Glisson,

Captain, TJ. S. Navy.
Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,

Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Report of Lieutenant- Commander Truxtun, JJ. 8. Navy, recommendingfor
promotion Acting Ensign 8ommers, U. 8. Navy.

U. S. S. Taoont,
Plymouth, N. C, November 1, 1864.

Sir: I beg leave to submit the following statement for your consid-
eration, viz

:

On the 23d of May last, it became necessary to send a reconnoitering
party up Mackay's Creek, near Plymouth, with a view of obtaining
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information, and also to capture one James Dillery. Acting Ensign R.
Sommers, oftliis vessel, volunteered for the duty. While absent from
his boat during the night, she was discovered and fired upon by rebel
troops, and the boat keeper forced to shove off and return to the vessel.
Mr. Sommers, on discovering the absence of his boat, at once proceeded
with his party to pull down the barn, from the roof of which he formed
a raft, and safely brought his men through the rebel pickets to the ship,
lie was accompanied by one William G. Green (ordinary seaman), whom
he particularly mentioned for good conduct.
On the 27th of May Mr. Sommers made a most successful reconnois-

sance of the rebel batteries at Plymouth. This duty necessitated
eighteen hours' wading and crawling in the swamp. On the 30th of
Maybe again made a minute reconnoissance of Plymouth, accompanied
by William G. Green, who greatly assisted Mr. Sommers in forcing his
way through the tangled undergrowth of the almost impenetrable
swamps.
On the 7th of June Mr. Sommers, with a party, among whom was Wil-

liam G. Green, pulled several miles up the Chowan River, passing the
night in the attempt to sieze a rebel mail.

Again taking to the swamp on the 29th of June, Mr. Sommers obtained
much valuable information as to the situation of aiiairs about Plymouth.
This time he remained so long absent that his boat's crew supposed him
captured and returned to the ship. Three days afterwards, nearly
starved and almost worn out, he was discovered paddling ott' to the ship
on a few boards, of which he had made a frail raft.

On the 2ilth of September he was in temporary command of tiie tug
Martin, when the gunboat Valley City got ashore under a rebel battery
in the Scuppernong River, and behaved with coolness and discretion.

October 22, with a full boat's crew, he obtained information that
proved of service in the subsequent destruction of the rebel ram Albe-

marle by Lieutenant Gushing. While on his return his boat was fired

into by a party of ambushed rebels, and his men driven into the swamp
on the opposite side. Nothing daunted, however, he determined to

bring off his boat and party, one of. whom, John Williams, quartermas-
ter, was already shot through both legs. William G. Green (ordinary

seaman), placing the boat between himself and the enemy, gallantly

swam her down the stream (while the rest of the party niade their way
slowly through the dense swamp), and under a most galling fire, which
soon riddled the boat, killing Williams (quartermaster) and severely

wounding Green in the head. This necessitated the abandonment of the

boat : the party became somewhat scattered. Green, though weak from

the loss of blood, still remained faithful to his duty and his ofiQcer.

Finally, Mr. Sommers, after great exertion, succeeded in bringing off

Green and one other of the men, though poor Green had, a few hours

before reaching the ship, and while floating down the river on some logs,

lost his reason through suffering and exhaustion. Since then the

remainder of the party have been recovered, and on our capture of this

place we found that the body of John Williams (quartermaster) had
been decently buried by the enemy. After the arrival of Lieutenant

Gushing, Mr. Sommers made two more reconnoissauces, and was only

prevented by sickness, caused by long exposure in the swamps, from

being one of the participants in Lieutenant Cushing's most successful

and gallant operation. It is hardly necessary to say that Mr. Sommers
behaved well in the late engagement at this place.

In view of all these facts, I would most respectfully recommend Act-

ing Ensign Rudolph Sommers for promotion to the grade of acting
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master, and that a medal of honor, with such gratuity as the Depart-

ment may see proper, be given to William G. Green (ordinary seaman)

for his repeated acts of gallantry.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. T. Truxtun,

Lieutenant-Commander.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Order ofBear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commander Nichols, U. S
Navy, regarding the V. S. steamers Wyandotte and Mystic.

Hampton Eoads, Virginia, November 2, 1864.

Sir: My orders temporarily detaching the Wyandotte and Mystic

from the Fifth Division are hereby countermanded, and they will

resume their former connection with that division.

Respectfully, yours,
DAVID D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Commander E. T. Nichols,
U. S. S. Mendota, Senior Officer Fifth Division.

Report of Captain Olisson, IT. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Santiago

de Cuba, regarding the capture of the steamer Lucy.

U. S. S. Santiago de Cuba,
At Sea, November 2, 1864.

Sir : I have to report to the honorable Secretary of the Navy that I

have, after a chase of two hours, th'is day, at 11 a. m., in the latitude

320 40' N., longitude 77° 48' W., captured the English blockade-run-

ning steamer Lucy, fourteen hours from Wilmington, [N. C], bound to

Nassau, New Providence, with 414 bales of cotton and 25 tons of

tobacco. Previous to her capture she threw overboard 52 bales of cot-

ton. It was blowing a heavy gale of wind from the eastward, and I

was unable to pick up any of it. We had much difficulty in getting a
prize crew on board without loss of life. I will send her on to Boston
in charge of Acting Master Frank [H.] Wilks. 1 sought to obtain her
log book and any other papers which might be on board of her, but I

ascertained she had thrown them all overboard previous to capture.

I have obtained the ibllowing information from the captured crew of

the Lucy: On the night of the 30th October the Tallahassee, com-
manded by Lieutenant [W. H.] Ward, formerly of the U. S. Navy,
went to sea, passing out on the south side of the shoal. On Friday
night, October 28, the OMckamauga, another privateer, passed out on
the south side. They are both propellers, with double screws, and are
very fast, both being two-piped steamers and very close together.
When the Lucy left on the night of the 1st November she left in port
the Petersburg, Beatrice, Little Rattie; the North Heath and Badger
being both disabled. The Santiago de Cuba is the only vessel entitled
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to a share in this prize, as there was no other vessel in sight at the
time of capture.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
O. S. Glisson,
Captain, U. S. Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy,- Washington, D. G.

Report of Commander Parker, U. 8. Navy, of arrival at City Point, Ya.

U. S. Ironclad Mahopac,
City Point, Ya., November 3, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report the arrival of the Mahopac, under
my command, at City Point, Va., at 11 : 45 o'clock a. m. to-day, in obedi-
ence to your order by telegraph of the 1st instant, received by me at
Wilson's Landing on the 2d instant, at 4 o'clock p. m.

T am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wm. a. Parker,

Commander.
Picar-Admiral David D. Porter,

Comdg. North Atlantic Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting plan of the

hlochade.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Malvern, Hampton Roads, November 3, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith a plan of the blockade ofl

Wilmington as it now exists, the crosses representing blockaders.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, J). C.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieu-

tenant Wetmore, XT. S. Navy, to proceed to duty off Western Bar in com-
mand of U. S. S. Wilderness.

Hampton Koads, November 3, 1864.

Sir: Tou will proceed in the Monticello to take command of the
Wilderness, and take your station off the Western Bar, FCape Fear
EiverJ, outside of the bar tenders about 2 or 3 miles, and oe ready to

chase in the direction designated by signal. Your vessel will not be
employed as a bar blockader. She is fast and will be employed exclu-

sively as a chaser.
Bespectively, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant H. S. Wetmore,
Hampton Roads, Virginia,
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Order* of Bear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Davis, JJ. 8. Navy, commanding TJ. S. 8. Sassacus, to search for the

G. 8. 8. Tallahassee.

Hampton Eoads, November 4, 1864.

Sib: You will proceed withdut delay in search of the Tallahassee.

Steer directly east about 100 miles, then northwest, and so on up the

coast, using your own judgment as to the best method of capturing her.

Return here after there is no likelihood of overhauling her.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Poetee,

Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander J. L. Davis,
Commanding Sassacus, Hampton Roads.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, TJ. 8. Navy, to Captain Steedman, U. 8.

Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Tieonderoga.

Hampton Eoads, Virginia, November 4, 1864.

Captain: Tou are hereby assigned to the Fourth Division North
Atlantic Squadron, commanded by Commodore S. W. Godon, to whom
you will report,

Eespectfully, yours,
David D. Poktek,

Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Captain Charles Steedman,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Tieonderoga.,

Report of Commander Nichols, U. 8. Navy, regarding the proposed canal
at Dutch Gap.

U, S. S. Mbndota,
James River, November 4, 1864.

Admiral: I enclose herewith a copy of a statement t made at my
request by Mr. Maillefert, submarine engineer, of the estimated amount
of work to be done, and the material which will be required to do it.

I also enclose requisition for the cans and sand bags. The chart
spol^en of is one made in June last, from a careful survey made before
the enemy occupied their present positions, and is of importance in
view of the proper commencement of the work. I should be much
obliged if you could send me a copy of it. I will see General Butler
about the employment of Mr. Maillefert on the work. He is now
employed in connection with the canal at Dutch Gap, and informs me
that he thinks it will certainly be finished in about two or three weeks'
time. Should this canal be cut through, it appears to me that the cur-
rent of the river will be diverted into it, making dead water in Trent's
Eeach and a rapid deposit, or will weaken its force so much by divid-
ing it that neither channel can be kept open, except by dredging.
The canal cuts off some 6 miles of water course, and Mr. Maillefert

* See Series I, vol. .S, p. 324, for report of (ihase of the C, S. S. Tallahassee,
t Not necessary to publish.
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tells me that the difference of level ia several inches. Water will nat-

urally seek its own level, and here is a passage cut for it to do so in

the most direct route, and as it appears to me at the expense of Trent's

Eeacb. These are crude ideas that have entered my mind, and I sub-

mit them to your larger experience and better judgment in such mat-
ters. If I am right, one work or the other is unnecessary, and the
most feasible and useful one should be adopted; It is better to have
one good channel than two indifferent ones. Trusting that you will not
consider me presumptuous in making the above suggestions, they are

respectfully submitted for your consideration by
Your obedient servant,

Ed. T. Nichols,
Commander, Gomdg. pro tem. Fifth Division North Atlantic Squadron.

Eear-Admiral D, D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Walker, U. 8. Navy, to give notification regarding the movements of the

G. 8. S. Tallahassee.

Hampton Boads, November 4, 1864.

Sir: You will proceed without delay off the port of Wilmington, and
notify the vessels there that the Tallahassee is making her way in that

direction ; not being able to get coal, she will try to get in. Notify all

vessels of war that you may meet that the Tallahassee left Delaware
Breakwater on the 3d instant at sunset, and they will make their cal-

culations accordingly.
You will carry all the sail and steam you can, and return to this

place when these orders are executed.

I give you a chart showing the position of all blockaders. Commu-
nicate with the whole line if possible, and put them on their guard.

If you break down, give your orders to the first naval vessel you
meet with, and direct the commander to carry them out.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander John G. Walker,
Commanding Saco, Hampton Roads.

Report of Commander Nichols, U. S. Navy, regarding the feasibility of

passing the obstructions in Trent's Beach.

U. S. S. Mendota,
James River, November 5, 1864.

Admiral: Your letter of the 1st instant by thePAtoais received.

I do not think there would be much, if any, diflaculty in getting a

launch through the obstructions in Trent's Reach. It might be neces-

sary, perhaps, to remove a portion of the torpedo net placed above to

enable her to pass. Commencing at a short distance above the obstruc-

tions, the right bank of the river is strongly picketed by the enemy as

far up as our own pickets extend on the opposite side. The rams lie

above our lines and generally together. The greatest diflBculty would

be in traversing the distance without discovery, the river being in some
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places short pistol shot across, and the enemy keep picket boats below

their vessels.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
^

Ed. T. Nichols,

Commander, Gomdg.pro tern. Fifth Division North Atlantic Squadron.

Bear-Admiral D. D. PoBTEE,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Order ofBear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant

Bruner, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Clematis.

Hampton Roads, November 5, 1864.

Sib: Tou will proceed without delay to the Eastern Bar, off Wil-

mington, and report to the senior officer there for duty on the blockade

as a chaser.
Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Poetek,
Bear-Admiral.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. D. Bbuner,
Commanding U. S. S. Clematis, Hampton Boads.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant

Campbell, U. S. Navy, regarding the restriction of contraband trade in

York Biver.

Hampton Roads, November 5, 1864.

Sib : You will proceed and report to the senior naval officer in York
River, and cruise there to prevent smuggling and contraband trade.

You will confine yourself to no particular locality, but cruise where
your services are most required and your judgment dictates. Do all

you can to stop the smuggling carried on there.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
[David D. Poeteb],

Bear-Admiral.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant D. A. Campbell,
Commanding U. S. S. Stepping Stones, Hampton Boads.

Beport of Acting Master Foster, TJ. S. Navy, regarding an attempted
expedition to Washington, N. G.

U. S. S. (Jeees,
Pamlico Biver, North Carolina, November 5, 1864.

Sib : Permit me to congratulate you on the happyresult of the engage-
ment at Plymouth on Monday last. I have not learned the particulars,

but hear you were very successful. I was very sorry to hear of the
capture of Lieutenant Gushing, for he is a brave fellow.

Having heard that the rebels had or were about to evacuate Wash-
ington, [K. C], I tried to get up to town this morning, but in conse-
quence of the strong northwest wind having blown the water out of
the river I was unable to do so. I came to anchor about 2 J miles below
the town, I saw what I took to be a rebel flag at their old headquarters,
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but as the wind was blowing toward me I could not distinguish it

clearly. They manned two guns at the lower fort, which was all I could
see. The rifled 68-pounder on theisland appeared to have been removed.
Yesterday morning, while proceeding toward Washington, the steamer
grounded. I was obliged to throw overboard about 9 tons of coal before
I could get off, as the water was falling very rapidly. I shall be obliged
to run to the inlet and fill up, which I can do in twenty-four hours.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. H. Foster,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Commander W. H. Maoomb, U. S. Navy,
Commanding District of the Sounds, U. 8. 8. 8hamroch.

[Telegram.]

Hampton Eoads, November 6, 1864—1 : 30 p. m.
(Eeceived 4 : 25 p. m.)

Susquehanna and Monadnock have left. Colorado goes in half an
hour.

D. D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commodore Thatcher,

U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Colorado.

Hampton Eoads, November 6, 1864.

Commodore : You will proceed with your vessel to sea and cruise

outside, between here and the Capes of the Delaware, using your sails

principally.

Eeturn here at the end of the fifth day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.

Commodore H. K. THATCHER,
Commanding U. S. 8. Colorado.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieu-

tenant Garfield, JJ. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Banshee.

Hampton Eoads, November 6, 1864.

Sir : Proceed with the Banshee under your command to the blockade

off Wilmington, and take your station as setdown on the chart given you

for duty as a chaser.

Very respectfully, yours,
David D. Porter,

Bear-A dmiral.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. H. Garfield,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Banshee,

N w R

—

vol 11 4
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Keport of Commander Macomb, IT. S. Navy, repeating his request for cal-

cium lightsfor the Boanoke River.

U. S. S. Shameock,
Off Plymouth, N. V., November 6,1864.

ADMraAL : In my No. 4: (dated October 28) I requested that calcium

liglits might be supplied for the vessels in this district for the purpose of

lighting up the mouth of Roanoke River, and thus preventing surprise

either by the ram or torpedo boats. Since the capture of this town these

lights will be more than ever useful for lighting up the river and prevent-

ing the approach, unseen, of torpedo boats.

The enemy captured the boat used by Lieutenant W. B. Gushing and
have it up the river. It is reported that she steamed up the Roanoke
from Plymouth ; if so, she must be in good order.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W, H. Maoomb,

Commander, Gomdg. District of the Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Pobtee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Escape of a blockade runner into Wilmington, N. C, November 6, 1864.

Beport of lieutenaut-CommandeT Young, TT, S. ITavy, commanding U. S. S. Uaratanza.

U. S. S. Maratanza,
Western Bar, off Wilmington, N C, November 7, 1864.

Sir; I have the honor to enclose extracts from the log books and
reports* of commanding officers belonging to this division of the North
Atlantic Elockading Squadron, in reference to the escape of a large,

two-smokestack, side-wheel steamer, bound into Wilmington. The cir-

cumstances as near as I can get at them were as follows: At about 8:15
p. m., while cruising on night station, saw a rocket fired in a north-
westerly direction, traveling easterly; saw several flashes of guns
apparently from two vessels in chase to the eastward, close in under
Oak Island. I immediately hauled in to the northward, so as to com-
mand the main channel with the guns. We discovered a side-wheel
steamer lying, as near as I could judge, broadside to beach, but could not
distinguish whether she was on shore or not, she being some quarter
of a mile to the westv?ard of the wreck of the Oeorgiana McCaw and
directly under the flre of Fort Caswell and Bug Light batteries. The
night being very bright and clear, and the moon to the westward of
us and defining our position, [we] were opened upon from Fort Caswell
and shore batteries to the westward, the shell exploding beyond and
some of the Whitworth striking close alongside. I tried the range
of my 100-pounder rifle, but did not succeed in striking the runner. I
ran down to the westward to communicate and concert measures for
the runner's destruction by boats. After speaking the steamers Aries,
Britannia, and tug JEolus steamed back for station, they following and
closing in on the position of the runner. When I reached my station
the steamer had her fore staysail set and apparently a steam tug
towing her bows around so as to point her over the bar, and as the

* Reports of the U. S. steamers Jiignonia, Britannia, Dumbarton, and Nansemond
omitted m unaecessary to publish.
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moon disappeared about this time we lost the run of the vessel until

she was seen under the guns of Fort Caswell, inside the bar, I would
state, from the early hour of the night taken advantage of by the runner,
that it is my impression that she must have been anchored under the
land to the southward and eastward of Lockwood's Folly Inlet and
passed the western blockaders before she was discovered.

I would also state that we have eight stations off the bar to keep,
and having only seven vessels to perform the duty, we are compelled to

extend our lines. I would respectfully suggest that there should be
furnished one or two smart vessels to cruise from our most western
station alongshore to the southward and westward 20 miles, overlap-

ping Lockwood's Folly Inlet to intercept any runners.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. W. Young,
Lieutenant-Commander, U. 8. Navy, Senior Officer Present.

David D. Poeteb,
Bear-Admiral, Gomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Beport of Acting Master Lnndt, IT. S. B'aTy, commanding TT. S. S. Eolni.

U. S. S. Bolus,
Off Western Bar, Gape Fear River, November 7, 1864.

SlE : I have the honor to report, with much regret, the entrance of a

blockade runner over this bar last night. At 8 : 15 p. m., while patrolling

my station, being in 4^ fathoms water. Bald Head light bearing E. by
S., I espied a two-smokestack, side-wheel steamer off my starboard

beam, close inshore, making for the bar at fall speed. I immediately

turned and gave chase, sending up rockets and firing at him with the

30-pounder rifle ; but he got in, though I followed him until the shot

and shell from the rebel batteries fell close around me. While firing

the last shell from the rifle the lock blew partly off and at the same
time the vent of the 24-pounder howitzer got clogged, and I stopped to

repair damage. Meanwhile saw that the blockade runner had run

aground. Stood to the westward and communicated the same to the

U. S. S. Aries, and returned in company with her toward the bar, when
it appeared as if the U. S. S. Bignonia was aground near the blockade

runner. Stood in to within half a mile of them, and at 10 : 15 p. m. sent

in an officer and 6 men in a boat to reconnoiter and to ascertain if any

of our ships were aground. The boat returned at 11 : 45 p. m. and the

officer reported that he stood close in and pulled around the wreck of

the Oeorgiana McCaw and ascertained that none of our fleet got ashore,

but that while standing in he saw the blockade runner get afloat and
enter the harbor. The blockade runner, not being seen in time by any

vessel to the westward, and being already so close in to the bar when
first discovered by me, it was impossible to head him off and to prevent

his entrance.
Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

•^ W. O. LUNDT,
Acting Master, Commanding U. S. S. Dolus.

Lieutenant-Commander Geo. W. Young, U. S. Navy,
Senior Officer Present.
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Report of Aotdng Yolanteer Ideateaant Wells, XT. S. ITavy, commanduig XT. S. S. Aries.

U. S. S. Akies,

Off Western Bar, Wilmington, N. C, November 7, 1864.

Sir: I have to report while cruising on uight station No. 4, in 5

fathoms water, with Bald Head light bearing E. f 8. and Spot Hill

N. W. by F., at a quarter before 9 o'clock last evening, I discovered a
strange steamer bearing N. N. W., close under the land, steering to the

eastward at full speed. I immediately gave chase, opened fire on the
stranger, and threw rockets to the eastward, indicating his course.

The Maratanza and Eolus soon joined in the chase and succeeded in

driving the stranger aground on the northern edge of the channel. My
boats were soon in readiness to board him, bur, assisted by arising tide,

he got afloat and ran in before this much-desired object could be accom-
plished. The moon was shining bright and the tide was about one-
fourth flood when the blockade runner ran in. Had my vessel been 1
mile farther to the westward, and other circumstances in this case
remaining the same, this runner would never have got into Wilmington.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
F. S. Wells,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Gommanding.

Lieutenant-Commander Gbokge W. Young,
Senior Officer Present.

Report of Acting Master Arey, JJ. 8. Navy, commanding TJ. S. S.Wilder-
ness, regarding the chase of a blockade runner.

U. S. S. WiLDEENESS,
OffNew Inlet, November 7, 1864.

SiE : I have the honor to report that at 8 p. m. last evening I made a
steamer coming out of New Inlet. It was bright moonlight at the time,
and the Eowquah bore N. by E., the Cherokee S. S. W. Both vessels
were plainly in sight from me. When I thought he was far enough from
me to enable me to cut off his return, I started for the channel. He
turned back and started for the bar to return at the same time. He got
inside the bar before I did. I chased him into 3 fathoms of water, and at
the time I gave up the chase I was about three quarters of a mile from
Fort Fisher. The chase returned near the Mound, and I kept him in
sight till 1 : 30 a. m., when it shut in very thick, and I ran into 3 fathoms
water and laid there during the night, and at daylight this morning
aiii)arently the same steamer got underway and went up toward Wil-
mington. I am positive that no vessel went in or out of this port last
night.

Very respectfully, your obedient servan .,

Henry Aeey,
Acting Master, Gommanding U. 8. 8. Wilderness.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Gommanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Gommander Nichols, U. S.
Navy, regarding the opening of the channel in Trent's Beach.

Hampton Soads, November 7, 1864.

SiE: Beferring to your communication of 4th instant, in relation to
blowing oat the channel in Trent's Eeach, you are authorized to make
requisition on Commander Lynch for anything you may require.
Employ Mr. Maillefert and go ahead as soon as possible, and try to

blow out some of the channel if you do not succeed with the whole.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Poetee,
Bear-Admiral.

Commander E. T. Nichols,
Commanding U. S. S. Mendota.

Report of Commander Clitz, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Osceola,
regarding the chase of the G. 8. 8. Tallahassee, November 7, 1864.*

JJ. S. 8. OSOEOLA,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, November 14, 1864.

Admiral : I beg leave to make the following report of extracts from
log book of the U. S. 8, Osceola

:

On the 7th instant, at 11 : 16 a. m., sailed from Beaufort, N. C, with
this vessel under my command. At meridian Cape Lookout light-

house bore per compass E., distant about 7 miles. At 12 : 30 p. m. saw
a sail bearing 8. by W. At 1 saw black smoke bearing 8. 8.W. Gave
chase under a full head of steam. At 1 : 45 saw more black smoke bear-
ing 8. S. W., also saw a steamer inshore. 8oon saw two other steamers
in chase, the whole of them steering to 8. W., and we trying to cut them
oft' and nearing them rapidly. 8et jib, foresail, and mainsail. At 2 : 30
took in the mainsail on account of its making the ship steer badly.
Made the steamers out to be three of our cruisers in chase of a rebel

privateer or blockade runner. The leading vessels of the pursuers
fired at the chase, and the fire was returned, but at too long range to

reach. At 3 set the mainsail. The second black smoke we saw proved
to be one of our gunboats in chase, a vessel like the Fort Donelson, one
a boat like the Quaker City, and the other a screw steamer like the
Aries. At 3 : 30 went to general quarters, cast loose the guns, and pre-

pared for battle. Saw a steamer to the E. N. E. coming up, probably
the Gettysburg. The steamer we called the Quaker City gave up the

chase.

From 4 to 6 p. m.: 8till in chase; the chase keeping her position

ahead, but drawing into the bight between Cape Lookout and Cape
Fear, and we trying to cut her off, when she hauled to the southward
along the land and we gaining on her while doing so.

From 6 to 8 p.m.: Still in chase and gradually gaining. At 6:15
called No. 1 gun's crew to quarters and fired four shell from forward
pivot (lOO-pounder Parrott), only being able to see the smoke from her

smoke pipes against the western sky. At 6 : 40 lost sight of her in the

increasing darkness. Stopped the engine and hove to. Secured the

battery.

From 8 to midnight: Heard firing to the northward and eastward,

probably the Gettysburg, which lasted but for a few minutes. At 8: 30

» See also Series I, vol. 3, pp. 308-340.
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a steamer passed us, steering to the S. S. W. She showed the uiglit

signal of the blockading fleet and we answered. Ship hove to, only

steaming ahead occasionally to bring the ship's head to the swell to

prevent her rolling so heavily. Sounded occasionally in 10 fathoms

water.#*»** *

The vessel we chased was probably the Tallahassee.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

J, M. B. Clitz,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Eear-Admiral David D. Pobtee,
Gomdg. North Atlantic Squadron, Hampton Boads, Virginia.

Report of Lieutenant Lamson, 11. S. Navy', commanding TJ. 8. 8. Oettys-

hurg, regarding the chase of a bloclcade runner, Novetnber 7, 1864.

TJ. S. S. Getttsbxteg,
Beaufort, N. C, November 13, 1864.

SiE: I have the honor to inform you that on the 7th instant, at 2

p. m., off Beaufort Bar, I sighted black smoke to the southward and
westward, with the Osceola, Lilian, and another vessel in chase. We
immediately gave chase and gained steadily till dark. When off Mason-
boro Inlftt lost sight of all the vessels and hauled in close to the beach
to prevent the chase from turning back.

Soon after saw several rockets in the direction of the fleet, but saw
nothing more.
At 12 m. on the 8th instant, in latitude 32° 23' N., longitude 77° 37'

W., sighted black smoke and chased S. B. till dark, when, it being misty
and rainy and nothing to be seen, gave up the chase in latitude 31° 42'

N., longitude 76° 25' W., having gained about 6 or 8 miles, and the
chase 6 miles distant when last seen. She was a side-wheel steamer,
bound in.

Our furnaces being constructed for burning soft coal, it is very difft-

cult and sometimes impossible to get as high pressure of steam as is

desirable in a chase with the hard and frequently inferior coal we get
at Beaufort.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. H, Lamson,

Lieutenant, Commanding.
Eear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Gomm,ander 8potts, U. 8. Navy, commanding TJ. 8. 8. Paic-
tuxet, regarding the chase of a bloclcade runner.

U. S. S. Pawtuxbt,
Beaufort, [N. C], November 7, 1864.

Sib : In obedience to your order of the 26th of October, I proceeded
down the coast. On the 27th, finding that I could not reach the Fort
Jackson^s station until late at night, having very heavy weather at the
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time, I ran into tlie station assigned me, intending to deliver your dis-

patches to Captain Sands the following day. The engines getting out
of order, I did not get down until the 29th ; could not find the Fort
Jacfcson; remained at her station that night. On the 30th went on the
west side of Frying Pan Shoals in search of her; found a quantity
of cotton adrift; had picked up 16 bales when, at 3:30 p. ni., I discov-
ered a blockade runner, hull down, to the southward and westward.
Immediately gave chase, overhauled the Dumbarton in chase, gained
on her very fast, going 13 knots, and at dark had gotten within about
4 miles of her; soon after dark lost sight of her, but followed on the
course until 11 p, m. She was quite a large steamer, side wheel, one
smokestack, schooner-rigged, painted light lead color. With one hour
more daylight I could have caught her. On the following day I

returned to my station. Enclosed please find the track of the vessel.

On the 5th instant ran down to the Fort JacksorOs station, but saw
nothing of her. Will send the cotton north the first opportunity. You
will please instruct me in regard to distribution of the proceeds from
the sale of cotton picked up, as I understand the (irovernment does not
claim one-half, as in other cases.

I arrived here to day; will coal and be at my station to-morrow.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. H. Spotts,
Commander.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Gomdg. Iforth Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Report of Commander Macomb, U. 8. Navy, regarding a reconnoissanoe

to Jamesville, Roanoke River.

U. S. S. Shamrock,
Off Plymouth, N. C, November 7, 1864.

Admiral: I have the honor to report that on the 5th instant I

sent the Chicopee and Whitehead up the Roanoke as far as Jamesville

on a reconnoissance, and also to seize any boats, cotton, or supplies

belonging to the enemy.
The vessels returned, however, without having seen any batteries or

made any captures.
Commander Harrell, of the Chicopee, commanded the expedition.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. Macomb,

Commander, Comdg. District of the Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, 1o Commander Nichols, U. S
Navy, to report all movements of the enemy in James River.

Hampton Roads, Virginia, November 8, 1864.

Sir : I desire to have definite and recent information of the positions

and movements of the rebel fleet in James River.

You will therefore detail two or three smart, active oificers to watch
them, and direct them to report to me, through you, every movement
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of any importance made by any of the rebel vessels, and where they

generally lie at night. The object is to know their habits.

Very respectfully, yours,
David D. Pobtee,

Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Commander B. T. Nichols,
Gomdg. Fifth Division North Atlantic Squadron, James River.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter^. S. Navy, to Acting Unsign Manning,
U. 8. Navy, toproceed to the Western Bar, delivering orders to vessels.

Hampton Eoads, November 8, 1864.

Sir : Tou will proceed without delay to the Western Bar, Cape Pear
Eiver, and on your way stop at Beaufort, delivering orders, etc.

You will then find the following vessels and deliver to them the
accompanying orders: R. R. Guyler, Tristram Shandy, Gettysburg, A. D.
Vance, and Fort Donelson.
Ton will remain off Western Bar until further orders.

Very respectfully,
[David D. Pobter,]

Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

[Acting Ensign Edw. Manning],
Commanding U. S. S. Little Ada.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to the senior officer off West-
ern Bar, regarding the stations of vessels.

Hampton Eoads, November 8, 1864.

SiK : Until further orders the B. R. Guyler, Tristram Shandy, Gettys-

burg, A. D. Vance, and Fort Donelson will report for duty to blockade
off the Western Bar and return to their original stations as they may
be relieved by other vessels.

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,
David D. Poeteb,

Rear-Admiral.

Senior Officer off Western Bar, [Cape Fear Eiver],

[P. S.j—As you go out, pick these vessels up from their stations.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Balch, JJ. S. Navy, regarding the
movements of two blockade runners.

TJ. S. S. HOWQXTAH,
Off Wilmington, N. C, November 8, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report:
While on my station at 8 p. m. last evening in 4^ fathoms of water

with the Mound light bearing W. J S., saw a steamer bearing W. by s!
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just to the southward of the Mound light, coming out. He came to the
northward as far as the range lights- bearing W. ^ N. from us, when he
turned and went back, lying in under the Mound. As the moon went
down we drew in toward the mouth of the channel. At this time the
Wilderness bore S. by W. and the Seneca N. N. E. I did not lose sight
of the strange vessel until 12 : 30 a. m. At 5 : 30 p. m. on this evening
a steamer came down and anchored in the river to the westward of the
Mound. At daylight apparently the same steamer was lying there,

and went up the river past Port Fisher.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. W. Baloh,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding IT. S. 8. Howquah,

Bear-Admiral David D. Pobter,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Report of Commander Macomb, JJ. S. Navy, regarding troops for the

batteries at Plymouth, N. G.

U. S. S. Shamrock,
Off Plymouth, N. C, November 8, 1864.

Admiral: I have the honor to inform you that General [I. N.]

Palmer, commanding district North Carolina, has this day sent 300
troops to garrison the batteries at Plymouth, and he states that should
General Butler, to whom he has referred the matter, think proper to

hold the place more men will be sent.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W, H. Macomb,

Commander, Gomdg, District of the Sounds, North Atl-antic Squadron.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Commander Macomb, U. S. Navy, regarding the adjournment of

Confederate court at Edenton, N. C, November 8, 1864.

U. a. S. Shamrock,

Off Plymouth, N. C, November 22, 1864.

ADMIRAL: I have the honor to report that on the 8th instant Acting
Master Francis Josselyn went to Edenton, N. C., with the Commodore
Hull and adjourned, by my orders, a rebel court in session at that place.

Mr. Josselyn says that this was the first court they had held at this

town during the rebellion.

Many of the residents of the town have been considered loyal, and
treated as such.

Very respectftilly, your obedient servant,
W. H. Macomb,

Commander, Comdg. District ofthe Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Report of Acting Master Josselyn, U. 8. Navy, regarding the adjournment

of Confederate court at Edenton, R. G., November 8, 1804.

U. S. S. Commodore Hull,
Off Edenton, N. C, November 8, 1864.

SiE: I have the honor to report that, agreeably to your instructions,

I landed vrith a detachment of men this afternoon at Edenton and
adjourned sine die a county court which was in session in the court-

house at that place under so-called Confederate authority. This court,

the first that has been held at Edenton since the breaking out of the

war, the authorities had tbe impertinence to hold under my very guns.

No arrests were made, I having received no order to this effect.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Francis Josselyn,

Acting Master, Commanding.

Commander W. H. Maoomb, TT. S. Navy,
Commanding District of Sounds of North Carolina.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Godon, TJ. 8. Navy,
regarding the U. 8. steamers Susquehanna and MonadnocTc.

Navt Department, November 9, 1864.

Sir : Proceed with the Susquehanna, in company with the MonadnocTc,
to Hampton Eoads, and report, on arriving there, to Rear-Admiral D.
D. Porter for duty. Do not tow the MonadnocTc unless an emergency
should arise which, in your judgment, may require it.

Very respectfully,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Commodore S. W. Godon,
Oommanding U. 8. 8. Susquehanna, New YorTc.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, transmitting report regarding
the capture of the sloops Reliance and Little Elmer in MobjacTc Bay.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Malvern, Hampton Roads, November 10, 1864.

Sir: Some days since I sent the TJ. S. S. Stepping Stones up to Mob-
jack Bay to put a stop to the smuggling carried on there. She returned
this morning, having in tow two sloops {Reliance and Little Elmer),
captured for attempting to run the blockade.

I enclose copy of report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant D. A.
Campbell, commanding the Stepping Stones.

I would respectfully ask instructions where to send vessels captured
in this way; they are mostly very small craft, and there will probably
be quite a number of them, as there are a great many engaged in the
business.

J am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, T>. C.
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[KncloHUro.]

U. S. S. STBPPiNa Stones,
Hampton Koads, Virginia, November 10, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to report that while lying at anchor in the
mouth of East Hirer (Mobjack Bay) yesterday at 12 o'clock in. I saw
two sloops coming in and steering directly toward the Ware Kiver. I

immediately hove up anchor and gave cbase, and in the coarse of an
hour I brought them to, after firing three shots. I immediately sent
the executive officer on board to search them, but he found no contra-

band goods on board, and the only excuse the captains could give was
that they were bound to York River and ran into Mobjack Bay by
mistake. You will see by reference to the chart that a man with
ordinary intelligence could not make a mistake like this, as the light-

house on New Point bore E. S. B., Severn River W. by S., and East
River N. N. E. when captured. I therefore tow the vessels to Hampton
Roads and deliver them up to you, as I consider them i^riizes to the

Government. The names of the sloops are the Reliance, of Middle-
town, N. J., William Ravat, master, and the Little Elmer, of Bayonne,
N. J., Thos. Osborn, master.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. A. Campbell,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

P. S.—By your order I went on shore and saw the provost-marshal

and showed him the papers of the vessels. He informed me that the

Reliance was cleared for Yorktown, but the Little Elmer had no clear-

ance, and that neither vessel had any right to go into Mobjack Bay;
that it is a blockaded port and has been'during the war.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. A, Campbell,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Campbell, U. 8. Navy, regarding

blockade running from the eastern to the western shore of Virginia.

U. S. S. Stepping- Stones,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, November 10, 1864.

Sir : In obedience to your order, I have the honor to make the fol-

lowing statement in regard to blockade running from the eastern to

the western shoie of Virginia. During last fall and winter I was sent

to eastern shore several times by Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee to

obtain information about blockade runners from eastern to western

shore, and according to the best information I could obtain it is done
in canoes. The rebels keep their canoes sunk in the creeks, and when
they want to run the blockade they have their goods all ready, and in

the night they get them up, put in their goods, and run into the rivers

and creeks iu the vicinity of New Point light-house.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. A. Campbell,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atltintic Squndron.
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Master Herrick, TJ. 8. Navy,

commanding TJ. 8. 8. Western World.

Navy Department, November 10, 1864.

SiE : Proceed with the U. S. S. Western World to Hampton Roads

and report to Eear-Admiral D.D.Porter fordnty in the North Atlantic

blockading squadron.
Very respectfully, etc., Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Master E. Hebbick,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Western World, Washington.

[Telegram.]

City Point, Va., November 11, 1864—11:30 p. m.
(Received 1:45 a. m., 12th.)

Will you leave Washington at noon, or will you be here at that time f

I ask because I want to see Admiral Porter if I can get away, and will

arrange to meet you at Fort Monroe and come up with you.
U. S. Grant,

Lieutenant- Oeneral.

Hon. G. V. Pox,
Assistant Secretary Navy.

Report of Bear-Ad,miral Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding the pursuit of the

G. 8. 8. Tallahassee.*

NoBTH Atlantic Squadbon,
TJ. 8. Flagship Malvern, Hampton Roads, November 11, 1864.

Sib : I have received numerous reports from the different vessels in

pursuit of the rebel privateers, and the latter have been constantly
chased and fired into, but without capture so far. The Chickamauga,*
I think, was chased on the 8th off Beaufort, and when last heard from
vessels were in pursuit. She has been sighted and chased five times.
I am in hopes she may be yet caught before she gets in. The rebels
have, I think, been driven from the Northern coast.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Pobteb,

Bear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Commander Macomb, TJ. 8. Navy, transmitting copy of Confed-
erate letter regarding the C. 8. ram Albemarle.

U. S, S. Shamrock,
Off Plymouth, N. C, November 11,1864.

Admiral : I enclose herewith a copy of a letter t from the Secretary
of the C. S. Navy to Capt. J. W. Cooke, O. S. Navy, late commander
of the ironclad Albemarle.

* The C. S. S. Tallahassee entered Wilmington, N. C, on November 7, 1864, and the
C. S. S. Chickamauga was at Bermuda from November 8 to 15, 1864. See Series I
Vol. 3

t See Series 1, Vol. 10, p. 659.
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This letter yoa will perceive was dated May 26, 1864, and 1 have
lately received information that the vessel referred to therein is now
ready to be launched at Halifax, [N. C.].

As there is not water enoagh iu this river, except during the freshets,

for vessels of this class to ascend as far as Halifax, I would respectfully

suggest that a land force may be sent to destroy this ironclad before
she is completed.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. Macomb,

Commander, Gomdg. District of the Sounds, If. Atlantic Squadron.

Itear-Admiral D. D. Pokteb,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

List of vessels and stations in James River, November 12, 1864.

Kame. Class. Station. Duty.

Onondftga......... DntchGap
Picket.

Alert . .do Do
do Do.

Eutaw do
Ferryboat ,

Daylight Upper Turkey Bend
Lover Turkey BendCommodore Morris. Ferrrboat

. .. do do Bepalring.
do

Miami City Point

Propeller (small) do .." Patiolling.

Young America Patrol boat Repairing.

Report of Commander Nichols, U. S. Navy, regarding the enemy's vessels

in the James River.

U. S. S. Mendota,
James River, November 12, 1864.

Admibal: Your letter of the 8th instant, desiring definite informa-

tion about the position and habits of the enemy's vessels on the river

is received. In reply I would state that from the best information I

have at present, their usual position is about 10 miles by course of the
river above Trent's Eeach. They were formerly lower, but moved up
when General Butler's batteries opened on them, and since the blowing
up of the Albemarle have moved up again. At night one of the iron-

clads comes below the other two (distance not known) and goes up
again about i a. m. She is always accompanied by one and sometimes
two propeller gunboats, who keep underway below her, and two row-

boats rowing guard below them again. This information I get partly

from afmy people and partly from verbal report of an officer I sent up
on land to reconnoiter, but I think he also got most of his information

from army people. I will, however, send officers up at night and try

to obtain more definite information. The river in some places is quite

narrow, not more than 400 feet, and all the port side going up is securely

picketed by the enemy and I presume also on the starboard, from the

point where our picket line terminates. The pickets are immediately
on the river bank and within talking distance ofours. There is a regular
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tide here, six hours each day, except after rains, when the ebb ^sts

longer and the strength [is] accelerated. Average strength of tide about

1^ knots. I shall be able in a day or two to give you more definite and

particular information of the locality, movements, etc., of the enemy's

vessels.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Ed. T. Nichols,

Commander, Comdg.pro tern. Fifth Division North Atlantic Squadron.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Master Webb, U. 8.

Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Fahkee, to proceed to duty at the Western

Bar.
November [12], 1864,

Sir : Ton will proceed without delay to the Western Bar, off Cape
Fear Eiver, and report to the senior officer there as a bar blockader.

Yon will use your coal very carefully, that you may not be obliged to

be absent from the bar on the dark tiuie of the month, and to avoid

that, if necessary, coal at Beaufort going out.

Eespectfnlly, your obedient servant,
• David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.

Acting Master F. E. Webb,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Fahkee.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Captain Qlisson, U. 8.

Navy, commanding JJ. 8. 8. Santiago de Cuba, regarding blockade duty.

Hampton Eoads, November 13, 1864.

Sir : You will proceed without delay to your station off the Eastern
Bar, Cape Fear Eiver, carrying out the directions in General Order,
Ko. 18, as far as practicable. You are not to consider yourself as tied

down to the bar, but cruise off and on either on the Bermuda line or
on either side of it, as the runners may seem to come in or go out, using
your discretion, but showing yourself off the bar at times near sunset,
and run out as occasion may require after dark.

I do not approve of using rockets so much to indicate the direction
the runner is going; they can do the same, only they can throw the
rockets in the wrong direction. Do not fail to make the vessels chasing
show a red light over the stern in a box. This will be the best guide
for those behind and prevent our vessels being fired at. I will soon
have some rockets that the runners can not imitate ; until then use those
you have as sparingly as possible.

Thefollowing are the vessels stationed on the bar at the east entrance

:

Alabama, Howquah, Wilderness, Kansas,Agawam, Niphon, Clematis, a tug
to be sent there, and three others.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
Captain O. S. Glisson,

Commanding Santiago de Cuba, Hampton Boads.



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 63

Report of Commander Rolando, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Key-
stone State, regarding a blockading ctuise.

U. S. S. Keystone State,
Off Beaufort, N. C, November 13, 1804.

Sir : I have the honor to report my return to Beaufort after a cruiae

of thirteen days on the line of blockade duty assigned me. For the
first week, from the 2d of November to the Cth, 1 had consecutive gales
from the southward and eastward and northward and westward, during
which the ship leaked considerably in her spar deck and upper works.

I sighted nothing, except our cruisers and a few sailing vessels, until

the 10th instant, when, at 8: 30 a. m., I made a steamer from the mast-
head and stood for her. The steamer continued slow steaming, showing
no smoke, pursuing her course across our bows to the westward, we
standing about S. S. E. until I was 6 miles off, when her course was
changed to S. by W., aud she commenced throwing out puffs of black
smoke from one chimney. It looked very much like a banter of speed.
The Keystone State was put to her utmost speed, carrying 25 pounds of
steam (all that could be carried with safety) and making 14^ revolu-
tions per minute. I succeeded in getting 10^ knots per hour, which was
the utmost I could drive the ship. The chase, finding that she did not
run away from us, fired up on her other boiler, showing smoke from the
second chimney, when she moved away from us, steaming at about 13
knots per hour.

I followed up the chase for 90 miles, being then run out of sight for

more than an hour, and night coming on, gave it up, chagrined, and
repaired to my position.

The result of this chase has led me to bring to your notice the deteri-

oration of speed in the ship, not with any view of complaint, but that
it may be suggested, by your better experience and judgment, what
should be done to get her up to her former speed. I am convinced that
the condition of the ship's bottom is the material cause. It was covered
with metal, and not copper, in 1861, by this time worn away, and I could
see, as the ship would rise to the sea, on the flare of thebow many places

where the metal was hanging loose. With the same steam and making
as many revolutions during the summer she could have come up to VI

'kuots. The speed is in the ship, and I think with new copper and some
repairs to the machinery, involving sixty days, she can be put in running'
order. With a smooth bottom, the engine in good order aud carrying 30
pounds of steam, 1 will guarantee that I will get 14 knots out of the ship.

During the chase I was running with only 80 tons of coal, ten days'

provisions, and 3,000 gallons of water in the ship, flying light, a good
topgallant breeze blowing from the southward, and smooth sea ahead.

Eunning under the most favorable circumstances and making so little

speed convinces me that the cause lies in the roughness of the ship's

bottom. When the ship was turned over to me by Commander Peirce

Crosby he mentioned that latterly there had been a great falling off in

the speed of the ship, and in his judgment he attributed it to the same
cause 1 have reported to you, viz, the defective state of the bottom.
The chase was a side-wheel steamer, two smokestacks, her gaff's on

deck, jaws lowered and peaked above the rail, with a hooded forecastle

extending to her foremast, arched considerably above the rail of the

ship—I think a vessel of about 600 tons.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. EOLANDO,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Gomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.
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Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Beaumont,

JJ. 8. Navy, commanding JJ. 8. 8. Mackinaw, to proceed to Beau-

fort, N. G.

Hampton Eoads, November 14, 1864.

Sir : You will proceed with the vessel under your commiind to Beau-

fort, N. O., and discharge the monitor amuinnitiou you now have on
board, after which you will coal up and proceed to your station ott'

WDmington. Be sure to be there before the dark time of the month.

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,
David D. Portkb,

Bear-Admiral.

Commander J. 0. Beaumont,
Commanding U. 8. 8. MacTcinaw, Hampton Boads.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Macomb, U. 8.

Navy, regarding a vesselfor repairs.

Hampton Roads, November, 14, 1864.

SiE : You will send up any one of your vessels that you can best
spare for repairs. I will send the Mattabesett to relieve one of the
double-enders.

Respectfally, your obedient servant,
David D, Poetee,

Bear-Admiral.
Commander W. H. Macomb,

Commanding District of the Sounds, IT. 8. 8. Shamrock.

Beport of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, transmitting report recom-
mending the raising of the C. 8. ram Albemarle and U. 8. 8. Southfield.

North Atlantic Squadron,
TJ. 8. Flagship Malvern, Hampton Boads, November 14, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith a report from Commander
Macomb, dated Plymouth, November 6, 1864, in which he expresses the
opinion that the wrecks of the Albemarle and Southfield can be raised.
I concur with him in this, and respectfully recommend that a contract
be made and a party be sent down with the necessary apparatus for
doing the work as soon as possible. I think that will prove the cheapest
and most expeditious method.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Enolosnre.]

TJ. S. 8. Shamrock,
Off Plymouth, N. C, November 6, 1864.

Admiral : I respectfully request to be informed whether you desire
me to hold or evacuate Plymouth. From the strength of the. land
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defenses, I should judge that a few troops could easily hold them, pro-
vided we hold the river. Two or three ferryboats with heavy batteries
could efifect this, and thus the necessity for keeping the double-enders
in the sounds would be removed, and they might bo otherwise more
advantageously employed. Should you think it advi&able to hold the
position, it will be necessary that troops be sent here, as General
Palmer, commanding District ¥orth Oarolina, informs me he had not
sufficient force at New Berne for that purpose. Should you think best
to evacuate, please Inform me what disposition to make of the ordnance
and ordnance and other stores captured.

I would also respectfully ask, What is to be done with the ram Albe-
marle? I think she might be raised, were the proper submarine and
raising apparatus sent out here, at small expense, and would prove a
valuable vessel in our Navy. If, however, you think otherwise, I con-

sider that it would be dangerous to leave her in her present state, for

the rebels would certainly make use of her armor, and therefore that
she ought to be completely destroyed. The steamer Soutlifield might
also be raised by the same apparatus. Her engine was a very fine one.

I have bad the guns in all the batteries except Fort Williams spiked
and dismounted, to prevent the enemy from using them should he
attempt a recapture. Port Williams is held by a garrison of soldiers,

assisted by a detail of men from the ships. It commands the approaches
to the town by land.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. Macomb,

Commander, Gomdg, District of the Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.

Eear-Admiral David D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Commander Macomb, U. S. Navy, requesting instructions regard-

ing the disposition of schooners used as obstructions in the Roanoke
River.

TJ. S. S. Shameook,
Off Plymouth, N. C, November 14, 1864.

ADMmAL : There are sunk in the river at this place, besides the ram
Albermarle and the steamer Southfield, three schooners, with which the

rebels blockaded the channel when we attempted to ascend the Eoanoke
on the 29th October.

I respectfully request to be informed whether the above are to be
considered prizes, and also what disposition is to be made of the

schooners.
The barricade below the town still remains, and has been strength-

ened, to prevent the enemy's torpedo boats from passing, and another

has been made above the town and fleet.

I am, sir, very respectfully your obedient servant,

W. H. Macomb,
Commander, Gomdg. District of the Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.

Eear-Admiral David D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

N w E—VOL 11 5
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Report of Commander Nichols, U. 8, Navi/, regarding postponement of
the opening of canal at Dutch Gap, James River.

TJ. S. S. Mendota,
James River, November 15, 1864.

Admieal: I this evening received inforuiation from M. Maillefert
that it was intended to-morrow to blow out the bulkhead at the up-river
end of the canal. As the force iu the river is altogether inadequate to
make use of the canal, provided it be a success, and the opening gives
the enemy a chance to send down torpedoes and torpedo boats, or even
to bring down his own ironclads, I addressed a letter to Brigadier-
General Ludlow, in charge of the work, requesting him to postpone the
opening until I could communicate with you on the subject. I am now
engaged in studying the habits of the rebel vessels at night, and it

appears to me that the opening of this canal will certainly induce them
to materially change their night arrangements and render it necessary
to study them out again.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Ed, T. Nichols,

Commander, Comdg.pro tem Fifth Division, North Atlantic Squadron.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. 8. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieu-
tenant Faucon, U. 8. Navy, commanding TJ. 8. 8. Montgomery, to pro-
ceed to blockade duty off Wilmington, N. G.

Hampton Koads, November 15, 1S64.
SiE: You will proceed without delay, running under canvas and

saving coal, to your station off Wilmington as a chaser. You will
study the printed directions given to blockaders and observe them
closely. Do not fail to make the signal by steam whistle for the course
the runners steer; and fire alternate grape and shell when in grape
distance (250 yards), particularly at night.

Direct the A. D. Vance to resume her station.
Respectfully,

David D. Poeteb,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. H. Patjcon,
Commanding TJ. S. 8. Montgomery.

Report of Lieutenant- Commander Watmough, TJ. 8. Navy, making sug-
gestions regarding the blockade off New Inlet.

U. S. Gunboat Kansas,
Off New Inlet, November 15, 1864.

Admiral: Having been at this bar nearly eight months, my experi-
ence tells me there should be at least one small, swift vessel patrolling
the coast, close in of nights, for 3 or 4 miles above the bar toward
Masonboro. Eunners in raai)y cases coming down the shore, and get-
ting in the " pocket" under the fort are unseen by the bar vessels, and
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slip in about the time they are obliged to haul oif. Such a vessel as
the Lilian would suit there admirably. The OheroJcee 1 would like to
reserve for similar duties along Smith's Island and the shoals to the
southward of Sheep Head Rock. The Howquah, Clematis, and Wilder-
ness are admirable for the bar and Swash channels and the intervening
space between, and all sufficient for the purpose. The Alabama, a large
side-wheel steamer, is of little or no use in here; she is too large an
object for inshore cruising, and I respectfully suggest, as she is reported
a 13-knot steamer, that she be sent outside, and one of the smaller and
slower gunboats, such as Seneca, be sent here in her place.
Such an arrangement will make the blockade here pretty strong at

all points, and by judicious management about coaling them, I trust
never to have more than one absent at a time.
Captain Glitz leaves to-day to coal and resume his station offshore.

I am, sir, very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
Pend. G. Watmough,

Lieutenant-Commander, Senior Officer Present.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porxeb,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Captain Berrien, U. S. Navy, commanding TI. S. S. MonadnocTc,
regarding the cruise of that vessel from Hampton Boads to New YorTc

and return.

U. S. S. MONADNOOK,
Hampton Roads, November 15, 1864.

Sir: deferring to your letter of the 14th instant, calling for a report
of the performance of this vessel on her passage between this port and
New York and the return passage, I have the honor to state that the
Monadnoclc was taken in tow by the Susquehanna at 3 p. m. on the 6th
instiint, both vessels steaming and making about 7 miles per hour,
excepting on occasions when the engines were slowed for the purpose
of sounding, etc.

The light-boat off Sandy Hook was reached at 5 o'clock on the morn-
ing of the 8th instant, in a dense fog, and here the Susquehanna
anchored for a change of weather. During the entire run from Hampton
Eoads to Sandy Hook the sea was quite smooth. The forward and
after hatches of the vessel were closed to keep the water out, but the
engine-room hatch remained open all the way. The engines worked
well, averaging 48 revolutions with 20 pounds of steam, which was
found to be just sufficient to keep the towing hawser moderately taut,

and to favor the steering. In the afternoon of the 8th instant the fog

in question cleared away, the Monadnoclc cast off from the Susquehanna,

and steamed into the harbor of Kew York, making at times 7 knots per
hour, and anchored at 6:30 p.m. between Bedloe's Island and the
Battery,
On the morning of the 11th Instant the Susquehanna and MonadnocTc

got underway and went down to the anchorage at Staten Island. At
sunset weather fine. Both vessels got underway and proceeded to sea,

the MonadnocTc not in tow, making 7 knots per hour. On the morning
of the 12th instant there was a fresh breeze from the southward ; it was
found necessary to close all the hatches, as the sea was breaking com-
pletely over the MonadnocTc's deck, and at times, while driving her

pretty well into it, the sea would curl well up the turrets and the spray
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flyover tlie tops; it was thought advisable to go into the Delaware
Breakwater, which anchorage was reached at 4 p. m.

Left the breakwater at 8 o'clock on the morning of the 13th instant,

and steamed down the coast at the rate of 7 miles per hour; wind
northwest and freshening. The passage from Chincoteagne to Cape
Henry was exceedingly rough; there was considerable sea although
the gale was offshore. The ship behaved well, all things considered;
the rolling, however, was such as at times to cause anxiety for the boats.

The sea broke completely over the vessel, curled up the turrets and
occasionally threw the spray inside, but no water of consequence got
below. All this time the engines were working well at 63 revolutions

per minute, with 25 pounds of steam, and the ship making good prog-
ress, say 6 knots an hour, toward her destination.

In conclusion, I beg to say that the Monadnock, though buoyant at

all times for an ironclad vessel, is particularly so with but 200 tons of
coal on board instead of 300 tons, which latter quantity is her full

complement of fuel. I would further say that, from what I know of

the Monadnock, I believe under favorable circumstances she will go 8
and 9 knots per hour, but not any more.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
J. M. Beeeien,

Captain.
Admiral D. D. POETEE,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Hampton Roads

[Endorsement.]

From all accounts this is the best monitor afloat, and can safely and
expeditiously go anywhere, and in any weather.

D. D. P[OETEE].

[Telegram.]

Washington, November 16, 1864.

See if you have any shaky steamer that will carry 300 tons. It will
save time. Otherwise I will get a blockade runner. We will go on
with this. General Butler left this evening and will cooperate.

G. Y. Fox,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

Admiral D. D. Poeter,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Selfridge, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Huron, to proceed to duty
off Western Bar Inlet.

Hampton Boads, November 16, 1864.
Sie : Proceed without delay to the Western Bar entrance to Wil-

mington, N. 0., and take a position there to enable you to act efiSciently
as a chaser or header off.

Try and remain on the blockade during the dark of the moon, and
coal up during the light of the moou.
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Pay particular attention to night signals, whistles, etc., and do not
trust anyone who shows a flash light without requiring him to make
other signals.

Very respectfully, yours,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander T. O. Selpridge,
Commanding U. S. S. Huron.

Report of Lieutenant- Commander Belknap, U. S. Navy, commanding
V. S. S. Seneca, of arrival at Hampton Roads.

U. S. S. Seneca,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, November 16, 1864.

Sir : 1 have the honor to report the arrival of the vessel under my
command at this anchorage from the blockade off Wilmington via
Beaufort, N. C, in tow of the U. S. S. New Berne, the forward main
engine being disabled.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. B. Belknap,

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Report of Commander Macomb, U. S. Navy, regarding reconnoissances in

the Roanoke River.

U. S. S. Shamrock,
Off Plymouth, N. C, November 16, 1864.

Admiral: Since the reconnoissance up the Eoanoke made by the
Chicopee on the 5th instant, reported in my No. 15, two others have
been made in the same direction—one by the Whitehead on the 9th
instant, and another by the Louisiana and Belle on the 14th. No signs
of the enemy were seen as high up as 4 miles above Jamesville.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. H. Macomb,
Comdr., Gomdg. District of the Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.

Bear-Admi D. D. Porter,
.. .nmanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Letterfrom Brigadier- General Ludlow, TJ. S.Army, to CommanderNichols,
U. 8. Navy, agreeing to postpone the opening of canal at Butch Gap,
James River.

Dutch Gap, [Va.], November 17, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi-
cation of the 15th instant, and would state that the' canal has now
reached that point of completion when but little work is needed to fin-

ish itj that the mine is prepared to blow out the bulkhead at its north-
ern terminus, and all that is necessary to do is to charge it with powder.
Preparing the mine for the explosion is but a couple of days' work,
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and the liriug it should not be delayed, for fear that the powder be
deteriorated by the dampness of the earth.

In your communication you request time to communicate with the

admiral in reference to the danger from the rebel ironclads descending
the river via the canal, and the necessity of strengthening the fleet now
in these waters, in order to meet such a contingency. Unwilling to

endanger the safety of the army and the shipping iu the James Elver
below this point, and thoroughly appreciating the facility with which
the rebel fleet might pass through the canal, I will not open the channel
entirely until I receive further communication from yourself.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. C. Ludlow,

Brevet Brigadier- General, Commanding Post.

Captain Ed. T. Nichols,
Commanding Fifth Division, North Atlantic Squadron,

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant- Commander
Davis, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Sassacus, to proceed to duty

off Eastern Bar.

Flagship Malvern,
Hampton Roads, November 17, 1864.

Sir : You will proceed without delay to the Eastern Bar and remain
off there as a chaser until I relieve you. Tou will take on board Mr,
Bradford, of the Coast Survey, to whom you will give all assistance in
getting a course of soundings, of which the chart is now deficient.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander J. L. Davis,
Commanding U. S. S. Sassacus.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Watmough, U. S. Navy, regarding the
absence of vesselsfrom the bloclcade,

U. S. Gunboat Kansas,
Off New Inlet, November 17, 1864.

Admiral : I have a certain force to keep up this blockade with and
I endeavor to so arrange it that not more than one will be absent at a
time for coal. At present there are two absent; the Howquah, the
third, will have to go this evening. The Alabama, one of the two, left
hereon the 12th to tow the ^Seneca (disabled), with orders to fill up
with coal and supply herself with anchors, returning as expeditiously
as possible. Her commanding officer, after reaching Beaufort, sent me
a verbal message that some pipes had arrived and that he would not
begin to coal ship until today, the 17th, as he would be occupied fitting
them. He has now been absent five days. The Cherokee left on the
evening of the 14th, with positive orders to return here today. She
has failed to comply with these orders, and necessitates the inlet being
left with but three vessels. The fault lies in the commanding officers
failing to attach due value to orders and to the exigencies of the serv-
ice they are upon, and I fear until they receive some startling admoui-
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tion through examples made all efforts at anything like system will
prove fruitless.

I respectfully submit these cases to your action.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Pend. G. Watmough,
Lieutenant-Commander., Senior Officer Present.

Rear-Admiral D. D, Poetbr,
Commanding North Atlantic SqvMdron.

Report of Lieutenant- Commander Arnold, JJ. 8, Navy, commanding the

U. 8. 8, Otsego, regarding reconnoissance to James ville in the Moanoke
River.

U. S. S. Otsego,
Off Plymouth, N. C, November 17, 1864.

Sir: I respectfully submit the following report:
In obedience to your order of this <late, I proceeded in the Otsego,

under my command, accompanied by the Ceres, Acting Master H. H.
Foster, commanding, up the -Koanoke River as lar as Jamesville, at
which point 1 was informed by the pilot accompanying me that the
Otsego could not, without great difficulty and much time, proceed
farther owing to the abrupt turns of the several bends between that
place and Williamston, which I originally started to reach, if possible

to do so, and return to Plymouth before dark. Being satisfied from my
own knowledge of the river, derived from an examination of a chart
(confirmed by that of the pilots), that 1 could not reach Williamston
before dark, if at all, I ordered Acting Master H. H, Foster, command-
ing the Ceres, to proceed up the river farther in his vessel and examine
the bends referred to, make a reconnoissance, capture all supplies he
might see on the river's bank—cotton, etc.—destroy all boats or anything
else which might be useful to the enemy, and collect such information
as would be of service to us, and return and report accordingly in time
to permit of our reaching Plymouth by dark. The reconnoissance, con-

ducted with intelligence, confirmed the opinions previously expressed
by the pilots that if it was not impossible for the Otsego to reach Wil-

liamston, it would require at least an entire day to do so. As your
instructions forbid me to remain away from Plymouth during the night,

and I could not reach Williamston without doing so, I have returned
to report. We saw nothing in our reconnoissance to capture or destroy.

At Jamesville we captured a rebel soldier, whom I send to yon, and
obtained from parties on the banks of the river information that there

were two regiments at or about Williamston, commanded by Colonel

Whitford; that there were troops between Jamesville and Williams-

ton, buck from the river bank a few miles, but how many they could

not say, and that there was a cavalry picket half a mile from James-
ville on the main road leading to Williamston of 8 men. I also learned

that the enemy are strongly fortifying Rainbow Bluff, but I could not

ascertain whether they were erecting batteries between Jamesville and
Williamston or not. The Ceres went 7 miles above Jamesville, but
saw no batteries or troops.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. N. T. Arnold,
Lieutenant- Commander, Commanding V, 8. 8. Otsego.

Commander W. H. Macomb,
Commanding District Sounds, North Carolina.
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Report of Commander Macomb, U. 8. Navy, giving information regarding
Confederate ram at Kinston, N. G.

U. S. S. Shamrock,
Off Plymouth, N. C, November 17, 1864.

Admiral : I have the honor to sabmit to yoa the following informa-
tion received through two Union soldiers who have been confined in

Southern prisons and have lately made their escape

:

Having made their way from prison as far as Kinston, N. C, they
met a rebel deserter (of whom they say there are many larking in the
woods), who, on hearing that they intended going down the Neuse Eiver
to New Berne, informed them that it would be impossible to do so, as
in passing Kinston they would certainly be discovered from the rebel

ram lying there with her crew and armament of 4 guns on board, ready
to start down the river as soon as the water should rise sufficiently.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. Macomb,

Gomdr., Gomdg. District of the Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron,

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Report ofBear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting report regarding
the movements of Confederate vessels in James River.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Z7. S. Flagship Malvern, Hampton Roads, November 18, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith copy of report firom Com-
mander B. T. Nichols regarding the movements of the rebel vessels in
James River.
The army are going to blow out the bulkhead in the canal at Dutch

Gap to-morrow, and I would respectfully request that the torpedo boat
now in New York may be sent here as soon as possible to be used
against the rebel rams.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, C.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Mendota,
James River, November 16, 1864.

Admiral : In obedience to your order to ascertain as accurately as
possible the habits and proceedings of the enemy's vessels in this river
I have the honor to make the following report:

'

On the evening of the 14th Acting Master Lothrop Wight, of this
vessel, volunteered his services to make a reconnoissance and proceeded
to do so, accompanied by Acting Ensign P. W. Mintzer, commanding
picket tug No, 6. They succeeded in reaching the bank of the river at
or near the point marked "A" on the accompanying sketch. Here
they observed one of the enemy's vessels underway, patrolling the
river, while a tug had anchored some distance below. Another vessel
which they could not see, but from which they heard the steam escap-
ing, anchored above, about " B,» the vessel patrolling. Mr. Wight at
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first supposed it to be an ironclad, but was subsequently convinced
that she was an ordinary propeller, as he could hear the blades of her
screw strike the water as she moved along. She had a spar across
her forecastle and another spar extending bowsprit-like from the bow,
with a stay to an upright spar near the bow, not a mast. He could not
see whether anything was attached to the outrigger. This vessel is

probably the one the army have reported as an ironclad, which was in

the habit of anchoring there at night, but Mr. Wight says she keeps

underway, only dropping an anchor to swing around by at each end of

her beat. All these observations were made before the moon rose;

after that, fearing discovery by the pickets of the enemy, who could be

plainly seen on the opposite side of the river, he retired ; but made his

way down again before daylight and examined the banks ot the river

as far as the point "0" without discovering any sign of obstructions.

On the opposite side of the river he saw three boats made fast, two
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skiffs and a rowboat, but does iiot know whether they were used dur-

ing the night. During the night he heard heavy pounding near where
the lowest tug was anchored, but presumes it must have been on board
the vessel herself, as he could not see anything on the river or river

banks to account for it. He had been informed by army ofBcers that

the river banks where he wished to examine were picketed by the

enemy, and therefore caution was necessary. He satisfied himself that

there were no pickets there the night of the 14th and requested per-

mission to go there again last night. He has returned, and I now give

the substance of his latest observations. There are certainly no pickets

from the Graveyard round to the point " 0," but last night men were
landed at two places from the patrol boats, remained a short time, and
then retired. The tug came down to the same point as on the night
before and two propellers patrolled the river above her, one up and one
down, passing each other about abreast of the Graveyard ; each patrol-

ling steamer towed a boat with a man iu it, and two rowboats were
constantly cruising in the river. The vessels all moved up the river

this morning before daylight. After daylight Mr. Wight pursued his

researches along a road to near a point marked "D," from which he
could see the smokestacks of seven steamers over the land. Five
were moving up and two remained stationary ; these two he feels sure
were ironclads. He is certain that neither last night nor the night
before did the ironclads come below Kingsland Greek. Opposite the
Graveyard, and extending down along the river, are very heavy bat-
teries, quite near the bank. The red dots along the left bank represent
the enemy's pickets. Last night Mr. Wight passed most of the time
above the Graveyard, and is satisfied that no ironclad was as low as
Kingsland Creek. He goes out again to-night, and I will forward to
you by mail the result of his further observations. I must commend
to your notice the zeal of Mr. Wight in this work. He sits as member
of a court-martial during the day, and spends his nights in the field.

I am informed that deserters from the ironclads report that they have
heavy nets suspended from outriggers extending entirely around them,
and below their bottoms, as a protection against the attack of torpedoes.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Ed. T. Nichols,

Comdr., Comdg. pro tern Fifth Division, North Atlantic Squadron.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Poeteb,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Nichols, U. S.
Navy, regarding the opening of the canal at Dutch Gap, James River.

Hampton Koads, November 18, 1864.
Sir : Tour communication has been received. Let the army go ahead

and blow out their bulkhead, and when they get a vessel through just
let me know.
As to rams and torpedoes, they can all be avoided by proper care.

Board the rams and keep out torpedo catchers. It will serve to keep
the watches on the alert, and the picket boats lively.

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Commander E. T. Nichols,
Commanding Fifth Division, North Atlantic Squadron.
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letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy,
regarding measures to be employed in case of injury done to prize vessels

or their cargoes after surrender.

Navy Department, November 18, 1864.

Sir: From reports of captures, it is inferred that in some instances

articles are thrown <>verboard after the prize has yielded or surrendered.

After a vessel has surrendered or has ceased to resist, either by
abandoning further effort to escape or discontinuing hostile action,

it is inadmissible for those in her to throw overboard papers, cargo, or

other articles of importance or value, or to injure the vessel in any
manner. By doing so they subject themselves to the danger of being
fired into, and the cai)tor is justifiable in resorting to such measures,
should be perceive unmistakable indications that such a course is being
pursued by those on board the captured vessel.

Yery respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Gomdg. North Atlantic BlocTcading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Commander Trenchard, U. S. Navy,
commanding JJ, 8. S. Rhode Island.

Navy Department, November 18, 1864.

Sib : Proceed with the U. S. S. Rhode Island to Hampton Koads and
report to Kear-Admiral D. D. Porter for duty in the North Atlantic

Blockading Squadron.
Very respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Commander S. D. Trenchard,
Commanding U. S, S. Rhode Island, New York.

Instructions of Rear-Admiral Porter, 17. S. Navy, to Commander Nichols,

U. S, Navy, regarding operations in James River.

Flagship Malvern,
Hampton Roads, November 19, 1864.

Sir: The Onondaga, Uutaw, Maine [Miami?], Mendota, Massasoit,

Hunchback, and Commodore Perry will take their stations up near the

canal [Dutch Gap] when opened, the Onondaga lying in the rear of all,

with her guns trained on the canal, and the others placed in a position,

line astern, that will enable them to fire through the canal. At sunset

steam will be kept up for all night, and the chains ready for slipping

at a monient's notice.

At sunset all the vessels will go to quarters and prepare for night

action. The guns will be loaded with shot and shell, cast loose, pointed

toward the canal, and priming boxes kept at the guns. One watch will

be kept on the deck at all times, night and day, and the men are to be
instructed when they turn out at quarters at night. They must not
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wait to dress themselves, but get to quarters with their clothes in their

hands. They must be practiced constantly at night quarters.

The strictest discipline must be kept up, and every violation of

orders severely punished. Picket launches, with torpedoes ready for

service, will be kept in the month of the canal ready at a moment's
notice to dash through and apply a torpedo to a rebel vessel, and not
less than three armed boats will be stationed in the upper end of the

canal, to give notice of the approach of boats or enemy's vessels. If

boats approach they are to be boarded and carried at all hazards.

Arrangements will also be made with the army, by which pickets on
the bank can signal to us any movement of the enemy's vessels. The
army code of signals will be used, and you must endeavor to obtain
an army signal ofQcer.

Direct all vessels in the river to arrest any boat they may see pulling
up or down and keep them until the most satisfactory evidence is given
that they are friends and out on the river by lawful authority.

All the vessels of your command will rig out torpedo catchers on the
bow, as per annexed diagram, or any other plan equally as good.
Let it be understood that if rebel rams do come through the canal

every vessel is to run her on board and make fast to her, keeping her
ports shut by firing musketry into them. As soon as the vessels are
made fast they will let go their anchor and endeavor to hold the ram in
that way, having the chains ready to slip in case the fastenings are cut.
I am convinced that a superior force will always capture an enemy's
vessel in this way.

Recollect to keep lookout boats at the obstructions; at the same time
omit no precautions heretofore practiced.
The Massasoit and Commodore Perry will be up immediately, and the

Western World will take the place of one of the donble-enders stationed
below.
She will be up immediately.
No boats will be allowed to leave the vessel after sunset, except on

duty, and no visiting in the daytime to our camp.
Previous to the explosion which is to blow out the canal, all vessels

will be moved out of the way and dropped below the canal, and the
deck ports of the monitors will all be closed until the effects of the
explosion have passed.

If the rebels erect batteries opposite the canal the ironclads will drive
them away.

If an opportunity occurs, and men are to be found for desperate enter-
prises, endeavor to have the rebel rams destroyed. The loss of a picket
is nothing in comparison to the destruction of an enemy's vessel.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Portee,
Rear-Admiral.

Report of Commander Nichols, U. 8. Navy, giving information obtained
from a reconnaissance in James River regarding Confederate affairs.

U. S. S. Mendota,
James River, November 19, 1864.

Admiral: I have the honor to submit the following report of the
proceedings of Acting Master L. Wight last night. He was accom-
panied by Acting Ensign W. B. Barnes, of this vessel, and Acting
Assistant Paymaster 8. T. Browne, of the Onondaga, both volunteers.
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The party succeeded iu reaching the river bank in close proximity to
the enemy's picket line and near enough to one of the ironclads to get
a tolerable good view of her. The vessel answers to the description of
the Alabama[1], but larger. This one was the farthest down of any
and the only one they could positively identify as an ironclad. A short
distance above her they could see the loom of a large object, which they
supposed to be another. They could not positively say whether the
vessel they were nearest to was protected by booms from the vessel
herself or not, but could distinctly make out a heavy boom extending
entirely across the river below her, forming an angle with the apex
downstream, the ends of the boom made fast at the shore, about abreast
of the vessel. The vessel lays near the middle of the river, but a little

nearest to the north bank, and off each quarter, between herself and
the boom, was a dark object, which they supposed to be boats anchored.
Two of the patrolling steamers are armed with a pivot gun at each end,
one with a pivot forward, and the other apparently unarmed. Mr.
Wight does not think the ironclads come below the position in which
he saw them last night, which is about half a mile above Kingsland
Creek. An army officer informed him that on yesterday a large ten-

oared boat came down a short distance below Kingsland Creek and
placed something in the river, leaving a stake to mark the spot. Mr.
Wight has prosecuted his researches with zeal and energy and under
difficulties, aud is deserving of credit. He speaks in terms of commen-
dation of those who have been with him, and especially of Acting
Assistant Paymaster Browne, of the Onondaga.
Major-General Weitzel and Brigadier-General Paine, of the Eight-

eenth Army Corps, have been particularly generous in giving all aid

and placing every facility at the disposal of Mr. Wight for the prose-

cution of his investigations. I concur with Mr. Wight in the opinion

that it is next to impossible to operate against the ironclads by means
of boats.

"Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Ed. T. Nichols,

Commander, Gomdg. pro tern. Fifth Division, North Atlantic Squadron.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Pobtbe,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Letterfrom Bear-Admiral Porter, JJ. S. Navy, to the Assistant Secretary

of the Navy, requesting lightsfor the vessels in James River.

NoKTH Atlantic Squadron,
TT. 8. Flagship Malvern, Hampton Roads, November 19, 1864,

Mt Dear Fox: Will you please have sent me without delay ten

large locomotive lanterns to put on the monitors and other vessels' bows
In James Eiver ; they will do better for certain purposes than the other

light. If I can get two by next steamer, I will be much obliged.

They talk of opening the [Dutch Gap] Canal to-morrow, and 1 want
to be ready for torpedoes. Our fellows have all got the ram fever up
there, and write doleful letters. I tell them I am glad the rams are

going to be let loose; it will put some life into them. Please send the

lights at once; .1 may want to use them immediately.

Very truly,
David D. Porter.
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[Telegram.]

Navy Department, November 19, 1864.

Calcium lights promised Tuesday. What draft will do for 300?

Eumors that prize will have to be returned. Have telegraphed Butler

to hold. Spuyten Duyvil leaves New Tork to-day via canals.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Gomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

[Telegram.]

Butler's Headquarters, November 19, 1864—10 p. m.
(Received 10:40 p. m.)

I will hold on till I hear from you.
B. P. Butler,

Major-Qeneral.

Hon. G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary of Navy.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, November 20, 1864.

Tour telegram to Wa^husett can not be sent; line down. Tou will

have to send up a tug, or else send word by the mail boat from Hamp-
ton Eoads. The general will hold on to the blow up until the Strom-
boli arrives from New Tork.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Gomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

[Telegram.]

Fortress Monroe, Va., November 20, 1864—11: 30 p. m.
(Eeceived 11 : 45 p. m.)

Don't let General Butler stop his explosion on our account. There
are vessels enough at the gap to eat up all the rebel rams, and I have
put a man there (Parker) who never had the ram fever. The sooner
they get through the better, and if we ask them to stop for us, delay
may be hurtful.

I think the Louisiana will do for our purpose. Have ordered her
from the sound to Beaufort, [N. 0.], to take out everything but her boil-

ers and machinery.
The material had better be sent to Beaufort at once.

D. D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary of Navy.
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Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, TJ. 8. Navy, regarding the U. 8. 8.

Louisiana.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Hampton Roads, Novemher 20, 1864.

Sib : Send the Louisiana to Beaufort without delay, and report to me
if she can stow 300 tons, in measurement 3,000 barrels, and not draw
over 8 feet with all her coal, provisions, masts, guns, anchors, and
everything else except boilers and machinery. Let me know if she
will stand running in a moderate sea, or how much she will stand; how
much water she will make, and, in fact, everything about her.

Bead the following signals from the boat code signal book and you
will see what I want with her.

» » • # * »

The vessel should be able to carry 3,000 barrels by measurement,
calculating 8 barrels to the ton, and then not draw over 8 feet.

I want this attended to at once.
Very respectfully, yours,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Commander W. H. Macomb,
Commanding District of the Sounds.

Orders of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, to Commander Macomb,
U. 8. Navy, commanding District of the Sounds, regarding general
matters.

North Atlantic Squadron,
TJ. S. Flagship Malvern, Hampton Roads, November 20, 1864.

Sir : 1 have written to you several times about matters and things
in your district, but from fear you have not received my letters I repeat
the substance. Dismount all the captured guns and send them to me.
CTse all the ammunition that will suit for the vessels under your com-
mand. Send here all naval stores, copper, lead, or brass. Leave no
rebel guns anywhere that may be captured. Eaise the Albemarle if

possible. Keep communication with me more frequently. Send all the
Government-built double enders to Beaufort, N, C., to awaitmy orders.

Send the coal that comes in the sounds to Beaufort. Send all rebel

dispatches to me without delay. Always let me know what is wanted,
and write to me every time you have a chance.

Very respectfully, yours,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.

Commander "W. H. Macomb,
Commanding District of Sounds.

[Telegram.]

Fortress Monroe, November 21, 1864.

Picket boat No. 5 has arrived.
David P. Porter,

Rear-AdmiraU
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary Navy.
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Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Balch, U. S. Navy, regarding the

chase of a blockade runner.

U. S. S. HOWQUAH,
Off Wilmington, N. C, November 21, 1864.

Sir : I would respectfully submit the following report : While stand-

ing in on my station last evening in 6^ fathoms of water, U. S. S.

Kansas spoke us. At 6 : 30 by the HowquaWs deck timepiece, Mound
bearing W. J S., ship heading W. N. W., saw the white water of a

side-wheel steamer bearing N. W., and going very fast to the N. N. E.;

called all hands to quarters and gave chase; at the same time the

Kansas fired a rocket and gun ; we fired two rockets. At 7 : 30 lost

sight of her and returned to our station, the Mound bearing W. by S.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. W. Balch,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding,

Eear-Admiral D. D. PoETER,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Commander Quest, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Iosco, of
the capture of the British schooner Sybil.

U. S. S. Iosco,
At sea, November 21, 1864.

Sir : I herewith enclose duplicate prize lists of the oflBcers and crew
'of this vessel for the British schooner Sybil, of Nassau, New Providence,
from Matamoras to New York, loaded with 307 bales of cotton, seized
in longitude 76° 52' W., latitude 33° 18' N. She purports to be from
Matamoras to New York, loaded with cotton. There is no evidence to
show that the cotton came from Matamoras on the Mexican side of the
river, and labors under the suspicion of having run the blockade. The
papers of the vessel are incomplete, and being without clearance from
either Mexican or French authority (the French being in possession of
Matamoras when she sailed), increases the suspicion that the cotton
came from the Texas side of the river. There are no owners' names
given to the cotton, but it is principally covered by an insurance under
^n English policy. New York, to which it is nominally consigned,
being merely a port of transshipment, the cotton has therefore been
taken i» delicto from Texas to England. Another ground of seizure is

that it is contraband of war, as much as gold, silver, or bills of
exchange, being the basis for the Confederate loan and supplies in
England. (EeJer to Diplomatic Correspondence for 1863, Mr. Seward
to Mr. Adams, Mr. Adams to Lord Russell.) The papers of the
outward-bound voyage show that the cargo consisted of boxes of hard-
ware and merchandise (which might have been arms). The only clear-
ance consisted of a letter of clearance from a British acting vice-
consul, for a vice consul, for the vessel and none whatever for the
cargo. The voyage of this vessel from New York to Matamoras has
Ibeen undoubtedly to supply the rebels through that place and to
Tcceive cotton in any way she could get it, taking the coastwise chances
jfor running the blockade.

"Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John Guest,
Commander, Commanding U. 8. 8. Iosco.

Mm.. Gipjeojii Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter^ U. 8. Navy,
regarding the TJ. S. school-ship Sabine.

Navy Department, November 22, 1864.

SiE: The U. S. S. Sabine (second rate), being appropriated entirely
for a school-ship for the instruction of apprentices, is not to be con-
sidered as forming a part of the North Atlantic Squadron, but will

anchor off Norfolk, under the command of tlie commanding officer of
the naval station.

Very respectfully,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

[TeleRram.]

Navy Department, November 22, 1864.

Six locomotive lights left New York last evening by express.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

E«ar-Admiral David D. Porter,
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, November 22, 1864.

Can you send 150 tons to Beaufort when wanted ? Vessel is prepar-

ing there for 300 tons.
G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary of the Navy.
Major-General B. F. Butler,

Commanding Army of the James, Bermuda Hundred, Va.

Report of Commander Parker, U. S. Navy, of Ms arrival at Dutch Cap,

James River,for thecommand ofthe Fifth Division.

U. S. Ironclad Mahopac,
Dutch Gap, James River, November 22, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report the arrival of the Mahopac at Dutch
Gap to-day at 11 o'clock a. m., and that I have assumed the command
of the Fifth Division of North Atlantic Squadron.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wm. a. Parker,

Commander.
Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

N w R—VOL 11 6
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Order ofBear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Gommander Ammen, U. S.

Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Mohican.

Hampton Eoads, November 32, 1864.

Sib: You will proceed without delay to the New Inlet entrauce to

Cape Fear Eiver and perform such duty as may be assigned you on tli«?

blockade of that entrauce.

Very respectfully, yours,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.

Commander Dan'l Ammen,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Mohican.

OrderofBear-AdmiralPorter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant- GommanderBam-
aay, commanding U. 8. 8. Unadilla, to proceed to duty offNew Inlet.

Hampton Roads, November 22, 1864.

Sir : You will proceed without delay to the blockade off New Inlet

and act as chaser until the vessels that belong to that bar are on their

stations, when you will proceed to your station as marked on the

blockade chart.

Very respectfully, yours, David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Eamsat,
Gommanding U. 8. 8. Unadilla.

Beport of Gommander Macomb, U. 8. Navy, of the evacuation of Washing-
ton, N. G.

U. S. S. Shamrock,
OffPlymouth, N. G., November 22, 1864.

Admiral : I have the honor to report that on the 17th instant Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant F. M. Green, commanding Louisiana, visited
Washington, N. C, and reports it evacuated by the enemy on the 11th
instant. He says: "They took all their stores with them except one
32 pounder, of 63 cwt., which they spiked and threw down the embank-
ment." The rebel forces are about 9 miles out, between Washington
and Greenville. The whole Pamlico region appears to have been
abandoned by the rebels. The rebels now hold no position on either
sound.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. H. Macomb,
Gommander, Gommanding District 8ounds, North Atlariic 8quadron.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Gommanding North Atlantic 8quadron.

Beport of Gommander Macomb, U. 8. Navy,forwarding information regard-
ing Gonfederate defenses in the Boanoke Biver.

[U. 8. S.] Shamrock, November 22, 1864.

Admiral: I have just received the following as the mail closes, from
two escaped negro soldiers (Union).
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At Rainbow BluflF, on tliis river [Roanoke], the rebels have 10 guns,
4 bearing on the water and G on the land. They are mounting more
guns. The fort is on the right side of the river (coming down). There
are 1,500 troops there. At Poplar Point (2 miles below Rainbow Bluff)
there are 200 troops. There are torpedoes 3 or 4 miles below Rainbow
Bluff.

Respectfully, etc., W. H. Macomb,
Commander, etc.

Rear-Admiral Pobteb,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, IF. S. Navy, to Acting Master Studley,
U. a. Navy, regarding the opening of the port of Norfolk.

Flagship Malveen,
Hampton Boads, Va., November 23, 1864.

Sib : The papers announce that the port of Norfolk has been opened
for trade. I have received no official notice of the fact. Until I order
it you will not permit any vessels other than those employed by the
Army or Navy to enter this port to trade.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
Acting Master I. B. Studlet,

Commanding U. S. 8. Young Bover.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Trenchard,
U. 8. Navy, commanding TJ. 8. 8. Bhode Island.

Hampton Roads, November 23, 1864.

Sib : You will proceed to Eastern Bar and take your station as a
chaser, cruising off and on from your position as marked on the chart.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D, Pobteb,

Bear-Admiral.
Commander S. D. Tebnohabd,

Commanding U, 8. 8. Bhode Island, Hampton Boads.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Macomb, TJ. 8.

Navy, regarding the U. 8. 8. Louisiana.

Flagship Malvern,
Hampton Boads, November 23, 1864.

Sib : Send the Louisiana to me at once at this place.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Pobteb,

Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Commander W. H. MAOOMB,
Commanding District of the Sounds,
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Report of Commander Quest, IT. S. Navy, commanding the U. S. S. Iosco,

regarding the cruise of that vessel from November 18 to 22, 1864.

U. S. S. losoo,
Hampton Roads, November 23, 1864.

Admiral : I have to report the incidents ofmy late cruise as follows

:

Left Beaufort 18th instant.

On the 20th, finding defect in engines, determined to return to Beau-
fort.

2l8t, seized the schooner Sybil (British), with 307 bales of cotton, from
Matamoras to New York. Sent her to New York, via Hampton Roads,
in charge of Acting Ensign Paul Ware.

22d, in hoisting up boat after boarding vessel, stove the boat and
dropped a man overboard, who was rescued.

22d, at 4 p. m., heavy gale from 8. W., which continued twelve
hours; ship worked and strained to a dangerous degree, steering badly;
knocked up starboard guard and lifted hurricane deck; started bolts

in waterways and docks, loosened the copper about the water line,

opened and split bulkhead, and generally strained her very much. By
constant watchfulness and skillful steering I was enabled to keep her
head to sea, but to do so was obliged to drive her into it with ten turns
of the engine, equal to a speed of 6 knots; she would not steer with
less. Had she fallen into the trough of the sea, she would soon have
been knocked to pieces.

When the gale broke on the morning of the 22d, my observation
showed that I had been drifted by the Gulf Stream to the latitude of
Cape Hatteras, which determined me to come here and report to you,
instead of going to Beaufort and losing the time which would be neces-
sary to forward report from there and receive your orders.
This vessel I do not consider fit for the blockade for the following

reasons: 1st, inability to stand heavy weather; 2d, want of speed, and
rolling so that a boarding boat can not be lowered in any sea at all;

3d, she will not steer.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

John Guest,
Commander.

Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Entrance of the blockade runner Little Hattie into New Inlet, North
Carolina, November 23, 1864.

Beport of Lieutenant-Commander Braine, U. B. Havy, commanding V. S. 8. Peqnot.

U. S. 8. Pequot,
Beaufort, N. C, November 24, 1864.

Admiral: I have to report that yesterday morning, at a few
moments before 8 o'clock a. m., whilst standing to the N. N. E. near
land by Stump Inlet, North Carolina, I discovered a white object close
to the shore and steered for it. It soon proved to be a two-piped side-
wheel steamer, heading to the southward and westward, and I immedi-
ately gave chase. The runner stood to the southward and westward
I hoisted colors and numbers and fired a shot across his bows. As he
gave no answer, 1 opened fire upon him at about 8: 10 a. m and con-
tinued firing, making black smoke to attract the attention of any
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crukera near by. I coutiuued the cLase, making all drawing sail. The
«hase slowly drew ahead of me, continuing to steam down the coast. I
was close inshore and followed her, and at 10 : 05 a. m. was abreast of
Masonboro Inlet, and the fleet off New Inlet, Cape Fear entrance, was
plainly in sight from this ship.

I continued firing at the runner, although I could not reach her, with
the object of attracting the attention of the blockading vessels.

We wore now in sight, with my number hoisted, making black smoke
and firing guns, but the blockaders failed to comprehend the chase, and
I had the mortification (when close inshore, under the fire of Half Moon
battery), at 10:45 a. m., to see the runner enter New Inlet entrance of
Gape Fear Eiver, Korth Carolina, she not being seen by any of the
blockaders until she was nearly up to Fort Fisher, and it was too late

to intercept her.

The U. S. S. Kansas came toward and exchanged numbers with me
shortly after I had passed the Half Moon battery.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. L. Beaine,

Lieutenant-Commander.
Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Report of Commander Spotts, V. B. Navy, commanding IT. B. 8. Fawtnzet.

U. S. S. Pawttjxet,
At Sea, Novem,ler 23, 1864.

Sir : Yesterday I ran the coast down from Bogue Inlet to Masonboro
Inlet, close in to the land, cruised off Masonboro Inlet last night ; met the
Fequot soon after daylight, standing up the coast. I followed the coast
down to the fleet off New Inlet, intending to run the coast up in the
afternoon. Just as I arrived there the Pequot was discovered chasing
a blockade runner down the coast. I gave chase with the rest of the
fleet, but failed to cut her off' before she reached the bar. Lieutenant-
Commander Braine informed me that he found her lying near the land
between New Eiver and New Topsail inlets. She must have run in

last night, as she was not there yesterday afternoon.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. Spotts,

Commander.
Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Report of Captain GUsson, U. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Santiago de Cnba.

U. S. S. Santiago de Cuba,
Off New Inlet, November 23, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report to Eear-Admiral David D. Porter

that I arrived oft' New Inlet this morning and anchored at 9:20 a. m.,

having come in in consequence of a heavy gale of wind from the S,

and W. At 10 : 20 a. m. discovered a vessel under sail bearing N. by
W.; made signal 8251 to the squadron to get underway, which was
accomplished as soon as possible. The Kansas was the first to lead oft
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and stood in to the land to cut off the strange sail. Soon after the
strange sail stood out from the land, being opposite to the Half Moon
battery, which opened fire on the vessel under sail, and which proved
to be the II. S. S. Pequot, in chase of a blockade runner, which, from
the peculiar state of the atmosphere, was not seen by our lookouts until

she was under the guns of the fort. The time elapsed from the sight-

ing of the vessel under sail was only about thirty minutes untii the
blockade runner was inside of the bar. As she passed the fort she had
the appearance of a vessel coming down the river.

There are so few vessels on this bar that I have ordered Captain
Glitz, with the Osceola, to remain until the Sassacus returns, hoping
that it will meet your approbation. It has been blowing a gale of wind
nearly every day since 1 left Norfolk, and I shall be compelled to come
up for coal about the 1st of the month. I would earnestly request the
admiral to have a permanent divisional officer stationed off this bar,
and more vessels are required for bar tenders. There are only eight
here at this time—the Osceola, Kansas, Mowquah, Alabama, Monticello,
Cherokee, Wilderness, and Clematis, which is disabled. I sail this even-
ing on my offshore station.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
O. S. Glisson,

Captain, U. 8, Navy.
Hear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Ham,pton Roads.

Report of Lieatenant-Commandei Watmongh, U. S. Navy, commanding XS. S. 8. Kansas.

U. S. GuwBOAT Kansas,
OffNew Inlet, November 23, 1864.

Sir : I have to report that this morning at 10 : 05 a. m. a vessel was
reported from the masthead on a bearing of N. N. E. The quarter-
master was sent aloft and reported he thought it was a steamer with
two smokestacks, standing along the land to the S. W. I immediately
sent the officer of the deck aloft, who reported it was a vessel under
sail, with colors flying at peak and foremast, and that the batteries
were firing at her. The signal, "A suspicious sail in sight to theK K E."was begun; at about 10:15 spread fires, chain brought to,
and the order given to heave up. At 10 : 20 was underway, standing to
the N. W. to head oft" this sail. At this time the sail was seen from the
deck, and I stood under four bells to head her oft". After steaming a
mile I discovered a two-stack steamer about a mile to the northward of
Port Fisher, standing down along the land, headed inshore, but soon
discovered, to our mortification, that owing to the peculiarly rarefied
state of the atmosphere the blockade had been broken during the day-
time, I then headed up for the stranger under sail, at whom the bat-
teries were firing, and made her out to be the Pequot.

I must add here that after our signal was mastheaded the senior officer
present, Captain Glisson, made signal for the squadron to get under-
way, which was immediately obeyed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Pend. G. Watmotjgh,

T> . J . , „^ ^ Lieutenant-Commander.
JBear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Beport of Commander CUtz, U, S. ITavy, commanding IT. 8, 8. Osceola.

D. S. S. OSOEOLA,
Off New Inlet, North GaroUna, November 23, 1864.

Admiral: This morning about 10 o'clock a steamer (probably a
blockade runner) was seen close in under the land, and near Fort
Fisher.

In compliance with orders received from Captain O. S. Glisson, I
have to make the following report:
About a quarter to a half an hour before the signal was made for the

squadron to get underway black smoke was discovered bearing N. to
N. by E. Soon after a vessel was discovered uqder sail, which vessel
was firing, and the batteries on shore also firing.

The squadron immediately got underway and bore down for the sail,

which proved to bo the U. S. S. Pequot, Lieutenant-Commander Braine
commanding. In the meantime the steamer, close in under the land
and near Fort Fisher, ran the blockade through New Inlet, eastern
entrance to Wilmington, N. C.
The said steamer was not seen until she had reached the position

referred to.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
J. M. B, Clitz,

Commander, U. 8. Navy.
Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Hampton Roads,

Bepoit of Actuig Volunteer Lieutenant Balch, IT. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Howquah.

U. S. S. HOWQUAH,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, November 23, 1804.

SlE: I respectfully submit the following report: At 10:30 by the
Howquahh deck timepiece, lying at anchor in 8J fathoms of water, with
the fleet, consisting of ten vessels, Mound bearing W. J S., Kansas
made general signal 7826. At the same time Santiago de Cuba made
gener^ signal 8251. Spread fires and commenced heaving in chain.

At 10: 40 lookout reported a steamer or schooner up the beach, bearing
N. W. from us, with the Half Moon battery firing at her. At 10:45
underway, standing in to the westward, with the fleet, to cut off any
vessel coming down the beach. The lookout reported a white flag and
two smokestacks going in past Fort Fisher.

At the same time, owing to the mirage, the atmosphere was such that
it was impossible to make out distinctly objects on shore, only the tops

of the trees. Fort Fisher, and the Mound visible. Strange vessel up
the beach proved to be the U. S. S. Pequot. At 11 : 20 returned to our
anchorage.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. W. Balch,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding U. 8, 8. Howquah.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Beport of Acting VolunteeT lieatenant Smith, V, S, Navy, commanding U. S. S. Alabama.

U. S. S. Alabama,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, November 33, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report as follows : This moruiiig at 9 : 30 a. va.

I left my ship at anchor near the other ships of the squadron off the bar
of New Inlet to report to Captain Glisson, on board the Santiago de

Cuba, who had just arrived and anchored near me. At 10 a. m., while
in Captain Glisson's cabin, a report was made that a schooner was
coming down the land to the northward and eastward and was being
fired at by the batteries on shore. A few minutes after the report was
corrected by stating a black smoke was being chased by the schooner,
and she was firing at it. I hastened on board my shii), which was
getting underway (in obedience to signal from Captain Glisson), and
asked tlie officer of the deck what two-pipe steamer it was in sight, and
which appeared to be between us and the land, and some distance
past us to the westward and nearer the bar. He informed me by reply-
ing, "That steamer is coming down the river, sir. I noticed her when
she first passed a clump of trees between the coast and the river, and
have watched her ever since. She is in the river, sir; her hull is hid by
the laud." In heaving up my anchor the chain parted and I was soon
underway. The vessel under sail inshore was being fired at by the
Half Moon battery, but which firing was mistaken by us for an attempt
to prevent the U. S. S. Kansas from heading ofl:' and capturing the sail.

We followed the Pawtuxet in, and soon saw the stranger haul off for
the squadron under American colors. When she exchanged signals
with the Kansas we found it was the U. S. S. Fequot. We followed
then the motions of our senior officer and returned to our anchorage,
when we were surprised to hear that the steamer seen with two pipes
had been chased along the land by the Pequot—and made her run in
over the bar—right in broad daylight; but it is proper to state that the
mirage, or reflection, was so great that it was impossible to make oat
the true nature of the case until it was too late to remedy it.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Frank Smiih,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Report of Acting Volnnteer lientanant Sennison, commanding IT. S. S. Cherokee.

U. S. S. Cherokee,
North Atlantic Squadron, off New Inlet, November 23, 1864.

Sir: 1 most respectfully submit the following report, viz:
At 10:30 this morning, being at anchor in 8f fathoms water, the

Mound bearingW. J N., Bald Head light-house bearing S.W.byW. |W.,
I saw a steamer under sail bearing N, by W., apparently close under the
land, heading to the southward and westward; at the same time the
Santiago de Cuba made signal 8251. I immediately slipped and stood
toward strange sail, all the fleet getting underway. A few minutes after
saw a steamer with two smokestacks and rebel flag flying, apparently
near the Mound to the westward. The atmosphere being in such a state,
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it was almost impossible for me to distinguish anything close under the
land, water and land seeming to blend in one.
The steamer under sail proved to be the U. S. S. Pequot.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. E. Dennison,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding Cherokee.

Rear-Admiral David D, Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Report of Acting Volonteer Lieutenant Broner, U, S. Navy, commanding TJ. S. 8. Clematis.

U. S. S. Clematis,
Off New Inlet, November 23, 1864.

Sir : I have to report that while at anchor this morning in 8 fathoms
water, at about 10:30 a. ui., the officer of deck reported a suspicious-
looking vessel coming from the northward. I immediately went on deck
to esamine it. While doing so the Santiago de Cuba made signal for
the squadron to get underway. My vessel being disabled, I made sig-
nal to that effect, which was answered by the Santiago de Cuba.
The strange vessel proved to be a blockade runner chased by one of

our vessels, and succeeded in getting into Wilmington.
From where we lay it was almost impossible to see a vessel inshore

on account of the great mirage.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. D. Bruner,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Acting Master Arey, V. B. Kavy, commanding TT. S. S. Wildemess.

U. S. S. Wilderness,
Off New Inlet, November 23, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to submit to you the following report: At
10:30 this morning made a strange steamer under sail, very near the
land, bearing N. W. by N. At 10:35 U. S, S. Santiago de Cuba made
signal for the fleet to get underway. I immediately slipped my anchor
and started in chase. The steamer made appeared to be in chase, but
the mirage was so great that it was five minutes before I made the
chase bearing W. by N., steaming for New Inlet very fast, and was so
near it as to render it impossible to intercept her. The steamer in

chase proved to be the U. S. S. Pequot, and while she was steaming along
the laud I saw the Half Moon and Gatlin batteries open fire on her.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Henry Aret,

Acting Master, Commanding TJ. S. 8. Wilderness.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Extract from the official diary of Colonel William lamb, commanding the defenses of Confed-

erate (Federal) Point, with headquarters Fort Fisher, N. C.

November 23, 1864.—Last night was the coldest I have experienced

in some time. Ice formed in bucket in Doctor Singleton's house in room
with fire. Six blockaders off at sunrise. At 10 : 45 a. m. steamer Little

Rattle, Captain Libby, arrived from Nassau, having been chased from
northward very closely by a blockader. The fleet of ten vessels did not

observe her until too late to cut her off. Eleven blockaders off here at

noon. Sixteen off" Fort Caswell. This is the largest blockading fleet

that 1 have ever known off the Cape Fear,

[Telegram.]

Washington, [D. C], November 24, 1864.

There seems a hesitancy about receiving your 150 on account of Gen-
eral DrelafleldJ's report against the matter, bat you may go ahead, as
we will furnish the whole quantity necessary and everything else.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary,

Major-General B. F. Btjtlee.

[Telegram/

Hampton Eoads, November 34, [1864],

The rebels have been doing mischief at Deep Water lighthouse.
Send down and see what is the matter and protect a steamer on shore
there.

David D. Portee,
Bear-Admiral.

Commander W. A. Paekee, U. S. Navy,
Dutch Gap, in James River.

[Telegram.]

Butleb's Headquaetees, November 24, 1864.
(Eeceived 11 : 50 p. m.)

Your dispatch received. Will send a vessel immediately.
W. A. Paekee,

Gommwnding Fifth Division.
Eear-Admiral D. D, Poeteb.

Instructions from Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander
Parker, U. 8. Navy, regarding the affairs of the Fifth Division.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, Hampton Boads, November 24, 1864.

Sir: You will issue an order to all the vessels of your command
not to employ negroes as lookouts, as they are not fit to [be] intrusted
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with such important duty. Also that all lookouts shall be armed with
muskets with ball, tbe musket to be fired once a week.

In a day or two 1 will send you five locomotive lights, which you
will have placed forward in the bows of the monitors and other
advanced vessels and kept trimmed. These should light up the whole
river. I shall also send up a calcium light, which will show up all
intruders. 1 hope you will be particular in keeping up the strictest
discipline in your division.
Have them frequently inspected at quarters, and report monthly to

me. When you can't inspect them yourself, send two regular officers
to make the rounds. 1 want you to be particular about this; also in
target practice. Don't be afraid to use ammunition, agreeable to
regulation.

That division wants a severe overhauling. So many reports come to
me, that there must be a screw loose somewhere. They want to know
that they have some one over them who will not pass over their neglect.

I am, very respectfully, yours,

David D. Poetbe,
Bear-Admiral.

Commander W. A. Paekee,
Commanding Fifth Division, North Atlantic Squadron.

General Order, No. 58, of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding
the absence of blockading vessels from their stations.

NoETH Atlantic Squadeon,
Flagship Malvern, November 24, 1864.

Complaints arc made to me about want of vigilance on the part of
bar blockaders and a want of attention to the orders issued by the offi-

cers in command at the bars.
In this matter of blockading, if every officer acted on his own ideas

of right and wrong, there would be great confusion, hence the impor-
tance of obeying implicitly the orders of the officer in command at the
bars.

Hereafter the commanding officer will give written orders to the com-
manders of vessels he may send to coal, and give them a specified time
to return.

Unless broken down entirely, the officers sent away will exercise no
judgment of their own in staying away on account of repairs.

If any commander is found to be negligent in this respect, or any
other that may endanger the public interests, the senior officer is

directed to place him under arrest and send him to me, with charges
and a copy of bis orders.

The Alabama was ordered to proceed on the 12th instant to Beaufort,
fill up with coal and obtain anchors and return to her station without
delay. Her commander sent a verbal message to the commanding offi-

cer at the bar stating that be had stopped to make repairs, which I do
not consider were absolutely requisite on the occasion. His explana-
tion to me was not at all satisfactory, and I consider that he was
extremely negligent in the performance of his duty.

The commander of the Cherokee was equally negligent in not return-

ing at the appointed time.

The commander of the Eoltis was twice absent from his station, and
was the cause of a privateer getting over the Western Bar; all of
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which will be remembered and changes made that will insure perfect
obedience hereafter.

I look to the commanding officer of the bar to see that all orders are
strictly carried out; and he must not hesitate to exercise his preroga-
tive of senior officer to remove anyone whom he finds guilty of a want
of vigilance or disobedience of orders; and no case will be overlooked
by me when brought to my notice.

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant- Commander
Watmough, U. S. Navy, regarding the stations of certain vessels of his
command.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Malvern, Hampton Boads, November J34, 1864.

Sir: You will direct the commander of the Moccasin to proceed with
his vessel to relieve the Lilian, and take the position now assigned to
the i>iMa» on the blockading chart. Lieutenant-Commander Eamsay,
in the Unadilla, will be down in a day or two, and will come between
Masonboro and the bar.

1 send you the Berberry, and two more large tugs will soon be sent
down, to be placed in such position as you think best. Eetain the
Cherokee until further orders.
I have rebuked three negligent officers in a general order, and you

must hereafter do as I have directed to be done to them.
Always write to me freely about your wants, and all recommenda-

tions will be carried out. After a short time I will have the right kind
of vessels at the bar, but I found none on hand when I came here.

Very respectfully, yours,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Oommander P. G. Watmouoh,
U. 8. 8. Kansas, Senior Officer off New Inlet.

Beport of Commander Macomb, U. S. Navy, of the safety of Lieutenant
Cushing^s signal booh.

U. S. S. Shamrock,
Off Plymouth, N. C, November 24, 1864.

Admiral: I have the honor to report that the boat code signal book,
belonging to the torpedo boat of Lieutenant W. B. Gushing, was left
by him on bpard the Otsego, and consequently was not captured with
the boat by the enemy.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,„,_,._. W. H. Macomb,
Comdr., Commanding District Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Report of Commander Macomb, U. S. Navy, giving information regarding
Confederate affairs in the Roanoke River.

U. S. S. Shamrock,
Off Plymouth, N. C, November 34, 1864.

Admiral: An escaped Union prisoner (negro) has come in from
Halifax since I wrote last. He states tliat the rebels are laving torpe-
does in the Eoanoke below Eainbow Bluff', at a place called Poplar Point.
Tliey have eighteen guns at Rainbow Bluff, the largest of which is a
64:-pounder. Poplar Point is about 3 miles below the bluff".

The pilot of the Albemarle, whose name is Hopkins, was trying to get
recruits for Lieutenant Cushiug's torpedo boat to come down and blow
up one of the double-enders.

In one of the letters (captured) I sent you by the Tacony the rebel
force in this place when we attacked was said to be 3,000.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. Macomb,

Commander, Commanding District of Sounds.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Letterfrom Colonel FranMe, U. S. Army, to Commander Macomb, TJ. S.
Navy, regarding the importance of holding the Roanoke River as a base
of operations and supplies.

Headquarters Forces of Plymouth,
Plymouth, N. C, November 24, 1864.

SiE : Having been informed that you have received orders for the
evacuation of Roanoke River by the fleet under your command, and
that you are preparing a communication to the admiral commanding
relative thereto, I desire to express to you my opinions concerning the
importance of this position, and of the gunboats remaining here to aid
in holding it. The facilities for communication with district headquar-
ters being so few and uncertain, I have thus presumed to express my
opinion, knowing also that you were desirous I should do so.

It is very evident that, should the naval forces leave here, the place
must be evacuated by the military, unless the latter were largely rein-

forced, and even in that event the presence of a few gunboats would at
all times add materially to its safety.

The importance of the Roanoke River is apparent. Prom this place
the river is navigable nearly or qu te to Weldon, the importance of
which place, both on account of its ' iilway connections and communi-
cations with the rebel arjny in Virguia and its water connection with
the North Carolina sounds, is evident from the strenuous efforts of our
Army of the Potomac to take and hold the continuation of the Weldon
and Petersburg Railroad, and the stationing of a large naval fleet in

the sounds and hereabouts, continually on the qui vive for rams and
other floating craft, which have been, and if the place is evacuated will

doubtless continue to be, built upon this river, to the annoyance of the
fleet and to the threatening of the various places and posts now held
by our forces in this State. The fertility of the Roanoke valley is well
known and duly appreciated by the rebel authorities, who depend on it

for large supplies for their armies, and who are now making strenuous
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efforts to provide against its being taken, by fortifications and concen-
tration of troops. If, therefore, the valley is of so much importance to

the enemy, it must be of equal importance to us.

The importance of holding this river as a base of operations and sup-

plies is seen again from the fact that after the destruction of the ram
Albemarle and the subsequent occupation of the place by our troops the
enemy at once withdrew all his troops from other places in the vicinity

—

Washington, Greensboro, etc.—and concentrated about 40 miles above
Plymouth, at and near Hamilton; that they have commenced a very
strong line of works at Eainbow Bluff, at which place they have already
mounted fourteen heavy guns, which works, it is clear, they propose
to continue and extend to insure the security of their important places
above that point. At Hamilton, too, it is well known the enemy have
partially completed gunboats, as also at Edwards Ferry, and that to
hurry these forward they have brought all their workmen from their
Government shops at Halifax, and are now using all possible expedition
to insure the finishing of these craft. These facts (as I consider them)
are as well known to you as to me, since you have received them from
the same authority, which appears to coincide in all essential points, as
told by the different prisoners, deserters, refugees, etc., and particularly
as stated by the fireman of the ram Albemarle.

It is further well known to you that the river can be successfully
blockaded some 12 or 15 miles above this place by piles, provided a
naval force is stationed in the river to prevent the removal of such
obstructions, and that such blockade can be thus made effectual against
boats or rams of any class. Koanoke Eiver thus held by the Navy,
the military force is at liberty to operate on points on the Wilmington
and Weldon Bailroad, accessible from Plymouth or Washington to Tar-
boro, by different roads, and with every prospect of success, whenever
it shall please the Government to order such advances and operations
to be made.
Should the Eoanoke now be abandoned, and should it at any future

time be deemed necessary to retake it, saying nothing of the inconven-
iences and perhaps considerable naval annoyance which will doubtless
result from its reoccupation by the enemy, it can not be done, save at
a great expense of life, and necessitating the employment of a large
military and naval force.

Hoping, therefore, that the place may not be evacuated, but that its
occupation may be made a fact, believing as I do that good to our
cause will be the result of holding it, I have the honor to subscribe
myself,

Tours, very respectfully,

Jones Peankle,
Colonel Second Massachusetts . rtillery, Gomdg. Forces, Plymouth.

Commander W. H. Maoomb, L S. Navy,
Gommanaing District of the Sounds.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy
to send the U. S. S. Young Rover to the Delaware Breakwater.

Navy Department, November 25, 1864.
Sir: Send the Young Rover to the Delaware Breakwater, where she

is to remain for the protection of the shipping there. She will while
there be considered as under the orders of the commandant of the
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navy yard at Philadelphia, upon whom all requisitions for stores and
supplies will be made. Direct the commanding officer on arriving at
the breakwater to report by letter to Commodore J. B. Hull, comman-
dant at Philadelphia.

Very respectfully, Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Gomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Boads,

[Telegram.]

2^AVT Department, November 25, 1864.

Can not yon meet me about noon on board Porter's flagship at
Hampton Boads, Sunday next? I shall be there, anyway, to finally
arrange matters.

Or. V. Fox,
[Assistant Secretary of the Navy.]

Major-General B. F. Butler,
Commanding Army of the Jam^s, Bermuda Hundred, Va.

Letterfrom Bear-Admiral PorteTfU. S. Navy, to Commodore Adams, U. 8.
Navy, regarding the reported loss of the schooner L. and R. Smith.

Hampton Eoads, November 25, 1864.

Commodore : The master of the schooner L. and B. Smith arrived
here this morning and reports the loss, by sinking, of the schooner
with 353 tons of coal on board, on the morning of the 23d, about 21
miles eastward of Cape Henry.

All hands were saved, but nothing else.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
Commodore H. A. Adams,

No. 323 Walnut street, Philadelphia.

Report of Commander Macomb, TJ. S. Navy, regarding general matters
in connection with his command in the sounds.

U. S. S. Shamrock,
Off Plymouth, N. C, November 25, 1864.

Admiral: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
communication of the 20th instant, and hasten to answer it.

I did receive your letter * of the 8th instant, and would have obeyed
its instructions immediately, but that I had previously written to
General Palmer to send troops to hold the place, which he had done
(as I informed you in my No. 16, dated November 8) before I received
your directions; and therefore I concluded to wait for further orders,
which I thought you would give when yon learned the state of affairs.

• See p. 26.
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I could not dismount the guns on shore and leave the garrison, which
I had requested to be sent, without means of defense, nor did I think
it was your intention to do so.

I informed you in my No. 12, dated November 6, that the Albemarle
and Southfield might both be raised by the proper apparatus, but with-

out that I do not think they could be gotten up. I thiuk the ironclad
ought to be raised to get her out of the possession of the rebels, who,
in case this place is evacuated, will certainly raise and repair her.

lu reply to your directions to send the Government-built double-
euders to Beaufort, I have to state that since the Tacony left, in obe-
dience to your orders, the ShamrocTc is the only navy yard-built vessel
here.

The guns in all the works except Fort Williams (as 1 informed you
in my No. 12 of November 6) were dismounted and spiked.
The communication with you has been kept up as frequently as pos-

sible, but since the mail line through the canal has been broken all

letters from the North come by way of Hatteras Inlet and New Berne,
and only twice a week, and even in this there was great irregularity.

I send this by Lieutenant-Oommander Earl English, who has orders
to explain to you more fully the state of affairs here. 1 shall com-
mence moving the guns from the batteries to day, so as to be in readi-
ness to carry out your instructions without delay, when I ascertain
whether you were, by the receipt of my letters, acquainted with the
true state of affairs here when those instructions were written, a doubt
as to which fact being the only reason why I have not before done so.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. Macomb,

Commander, Oomdg. District Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Army of the James,
November 26, 1864—9: 45 a. m.

Mr. Berney is to show me tonight a little exhibition of his fire appa-
ratus, riease come up this pleasant day and I will go down with you
in the morning to meet the Assistant Secretary. I mean to have Geii-
eral Grant here. Come up to the landing on the north side of James
just below upper pontoon bridge.

Benj. F. Butler,
Major-Oeneral, Commanding.

Bear-Admiral Porter,
Fort Monroe.

[Telegrain.]

Flagship Malvern,
Hampton Roads, November 26, 1864.

I will start up to see you immediately.

D. D. Porter,
,, . ^ , ^ Rear-Admiral.
Major-Geueral B. F. Butler,

Headquarters.
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Report of Commander Parker, U. 8. Navy, regarding an earpedition to

Deep Water light-house.

U. S. S. Onondaga,
Dutch Oap, James River, November 26, 1864.

Sir : I have to report that in obedieuce to your order by telegraph,
recreived on the night of the 24th instant, I dispatched the Commodore
Ferry, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant A. P. Foster, and the Hunohhaclc,
Lieutenant Commanding J. P. Fyffe, to Deep Water light-house.
The Perry got aground in passing down the river, but afterwards got

off. Lieutenant Commanding Pyfte reports that he proceeded nearly
to Newport News and saw no batteries, and that the schooner reported
ashore at Deep Water light-house got oft" yesterday morning.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wm. a. Paekee,

Commander, Gomdg. Fifth Division 27orth Atlantic Squadron.

£«ar-Admiral David D. Portee,
Commanding North Atlantic SqvAidron.

Report of Lieutenant Lamson, JJ. 8. Navy, requesting permission to attempt

the destruction of the C. 8. steamers Tallahassee and Chickamauga in

Gape Fear River.

U. S. S. GrETTYSBUEG,
Off Western Bar, Cape Fear River, November 26, 1864.

Sir: I would respectfully request permission to enter the Gape Fear
Eiver and attempt the destruction of one or both of the rebel privateers

{Tallahassee and Chickamauga) now said to be somewhere between its

mouth and Wilmington.
For this purpose 1 would like one of the steam torpedo boats, which

could be brought down on a steamer's deck and hoisted out here ; but
if there should be difilculty in doing this, or if there should be use for

all these boats elsewhere, 1 [will] undertake it in a cutter with muffled

oars if you will furnish one or two torpedoes of the kind used by Lieu-

tenant Gushing.
The concussion torpedo for this vessel is rather large for this service

(180 pounds), and it is doubtful if the momentum of a small boat would

be sufiBcient to explode it.

These privateers are probably lying near Wilmington, and I am con-

fident of being able to reach them.
Hoping that this proposition may meet your approval,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. H. Lamson,

Lieutenant, Commanding.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

n w b—^VOL 11 7



98 NORTH Atlantic blockading squadron.

Report of Commander Macomb, U. S. Navy, regarding the disposition of
vessels in the District of the Sounds.

U. S. S. Shameook,
Of Plymouth, N. C, November 27, 1864.

Admiral: The followiug is a brief account of the disposition of the

vessels of this district:

Of Plymouth, N. G.—Shamrock, Ghicopee, Otsego, Wyalusing, and
tugs Belle, Bazely, and Martin.
At New Berne, N. C.—Commodore Hull ^repairing) and Lockwood

(unfit for service), and the tug Hoyt (repairing). The Whitehead and
Betzel (both unfit for service) were also there, but I think by this time

they have started for Hampton Roads with the Tacony. The ordnance
hulks Albemarle and Benshaw (the former of which leaks so badly that

to save the ammunition I was obliged to charter a coal schooner to

discharge her into), and the late army steamer Bombshell (which I have
had hauled up on the mud to keep from sinking) are also at New Berne.
The Bombshell has a couple of locomotive engines on board which

might be turned to account, and I respectfully request to be informed
what disposition to make of her. For her condition I respectfully
refer you to the report of a survey held on her on the 15th August last,

and forwarded to Admiral Lee. A report of survey on the Lockwood,
dated 31st October, has also been forwarded. The Louisiana and Ceres
relieve each other in the Pamlico Eiver, which they patrol. The sloop
Granite acts as guard ship at Hatteras Inlet. I would be much obliged
if you would refer to a correspondence between myself and Admiral
Lee in regard to the wreck of the Underwriter, whose boilers are very
valuable.
Tour two letters of the 24th and 22d instant came, I am told, through

the canal; this is much the shortest way of communicating between
here and Hampton Eoads.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,

"W. H. Macomb,
Commander, Comdg. District Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

[EDdoraement.]

A party has made a contract to attend to Underwriter. If there is
any probability of that new ram I hear of coming down to New Berne,
the valuable vessels there should be removed. I do not know whether
there is ia chance of her getting down, but see that nothing is injured
or left there to be injured if she does come.

|D. D. Porter].

Report of Commander Amnien, U. S. Navy, as senior officer present, of
affairs off New Inlet, North Carolina.

U. S. S. Mohican,
Off New Inlet Bar, November 27, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to report my arrival off New Inlet Bar on the
morning of the 25th. I found Commander Clitz, of the Osceola, senior
officer, he having been ordered to assume the direction of affairs by
Captain Glisson.
Much prejudice to the blockade, it seems to mo, may have been occa-

sioned by a frequent change through the accidental or temporary pres-
ence of senior officers, who, I understand, have assumed command for
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a short time without a full, local, and personal knowledge necessary to
the most effective employment of the disposable force. This has led, I
am disposed to believe, to a kind of irresponsible feeling on the part of
some of the commanding ofBcers who do not well understand the serv-

ice, which could not be entertained were one of the ofBcers of the
division present at all times as senior officer.

Had I found Lieutenant-Commander Watmough, the senior ofQcer,

not having had an intimation from you that it was intended that I

should serve in that capacity, I would have felt somewhat embarrassed
in assuming control with so limited an experience of the ground and of
the material at my disposal.

I have consulted fully with Lieutenant-Commander Watmough and
shall endeavor to avail myself as far as possible of his experience, but
suggest for your consideration the probable advantage of placing this

important point in command of one of the officers of division, for

reasons which, no doubt, will be duly weighed by you.
The Osceola, Kansas, Maumee, Monticello, Gherohee, Alabama, How-

quah. Wilderness, and Clematis were here on my arrival, and the Ber-
berry arrived on the following morning. Owing to a threatening
appearance of the weather I directed Captain Clitz, of the Osceola, to

cruise toward Masonboro Inlet and to return to signal distance this

evening when I shall direct him to assume the same position for three

days longer. The Kansas is nearly out of coal and I shall dispatch

her to Beaufort this evening to coal, and send Mr. Bradford (the sur-

veyor) in her, he having completed his instructions on board of the

Wilderness.
I was surprised to learn of Lieutenant-Commander Parker, of the

Maumee, that his supply of coal would only last about three days longer

for ordinary blockading purposes. This will make her actual effective-

ness on the blockade very little, as she arrived only three days ago.

The Alabama coaled at Beaufort, and, as I learn, after a detention of sev-

eral days returned without having filled up, from a supposition that she

could not cross the bar with the full amount of coal that her captain says

her bunkers would carry. I have had the Wilderness and Clematis sup-

plied with 12 tons of coal each, from the Alabama. The Alabama shows
a large hull and spars, and being much slower than the blockade run-

ners, serves quite a useful purpose to them ; her consumption of coal is

very great, and her detentions in coal, at least the last time, have been

the subject of an official report from Lieutenant CommanderWatmough.
Last night at 7 p. m., or thereabouts, we had an alarm of a vessel

coming out, steering north, and the commanding officers of the How-
quah and Wilderness seem satisfied that a vessel did come out; the

pilot just sent down, however (a Mr. Pncket), was on board of the

Berberry, and had a shot fired close across her bows, and thinks the

blockade runner did not get out.

I trust, if no active operations are near at hand, you will be able to

carry out without delay your intention of paying us a visit. Your
presence and personal appreciation of the difficulties of the blockade

would do much toward rendering it more effective.

Your communication In relation to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant

Frank Smith, commanding the Alabama, has been received, and the

investigation required is in process of execution.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Danl. Ammen,
Commander and Senior Officer Present.

KearAdmiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squardon.
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Report of Commander Ammen, U. S. Navy, as senior officer present, of
affairs offNew Inlet, North Carolina.

TJ. S. S. Mohican,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, November 28, 1864.

Sir: In my report of yesterday I did not mention the fact that the

night was very favorable for evading the blockade. Early in the even-

ing a mist arose over the land, and later the Mound light was not visible

for hours. The captains of the Rowquah and of the Wilderness are

quite positive in their opinion that a blockade runner did escape. Last

night was also very favorable, but we are not aware of any movement.
1 trust your contemplated arrangements for calcium lights and steam

picket boats will lessen the number of successful blockade runners. The
taking care of such boats will be attended with considerable diflSculty

in this locality, and unless some large vessel has the means of hoisting

them up, 1 would fear their loss in heavy weather.
I feel assured that the officer in charge here will have arduous employ-

ment in keeping the disposable force properly employed, in seeing
personally from time to time that every vessel goes on her station at
night, and in arranging the details of the vessels and their necessary
absence from time to time to coal and provision. If he does this prop-
erly he will not be able to be up all night in taking care of his own
vessel underway. Vessels with large hulls and heavy masts and yards
can not hope, except by accident, to come across these blockade run-
ners, as they see such vessels long before they themselves are visible.

If the Alabama could not be employed advantageously to hoist the
steam picket boats, and her boats be employed otherwise in connection
with the blockade, and perhaps as the vessel of the senior officer present,
I would consider it unadvisable, for the reasons given in this and my
report of yesterday, to retain her on blockading duty.
A suggestion ofLieutenant Marvin, the executive officer of this vessel,

I consider as likely to be very effective, for a time at least, if properly
carried out.

Owing to the conformation of the land, to avoid the Frying Pan Shoals
and to get a good departure, I think nearly all the vessels bound in
shoal up their water to find their locality either about Masonboro Inlet
or to the eastward. When steering to the westward and southward
they have a clear beach and can go close along.
The suggestion is, in placing close off Masonboro Inlet two small ves-

sels for the purpose of serving as ^false) Mound and range light, and in
the direction of the proper bearing, or nearly, a dim light could be
hoisted on board of one of two fast chasers to pass as Bald Head light
in the distance.
The manner of occulting these various lights here could be observed

nightly, and until their system becomes developed could be repeated
the following night off Masonbqro Inlet. By screening the light so as
to hide them from the shore, many of the blockade runners might
become victims before they became aware of the ruse.
Many rockets are required inmaking various signals. The vessels are

short of them, and none can be had at Beaufort. I have therefore to
request that a supply be sent, as also blue lights, if the signal for danger
be not changed. No blue lights are issued at this time.
Lieutenant-Commander Parker reports his coal out in three days; I

therefore dispatch him to-morrow to Beaufort, although he left Hamp-
ton Beads after the Mohican. I have requested him to inform you fully



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADSON. 101

by letter of the deficiency in respect to consumption of coal of the
Maumee, and have recommended him to bring a supply on deck.

I send the investigation in the case of Acting Volunteer Lieatenant
Frank Smith, commanding the Alabama, by this opportunity.
The Unadilla arrived at 2 p. m. to-day. I was glad to learn by Lieu-

tenant-Commander Eamsay that you did not anticipate my being here,

but at sea, offshore. I need not say that I think Lieutenant-Commander
Watmough a very valuable officer in charge, and that the heavy spars
and comparatively large hull of the Mohican make her far inferior as
an inshore blockader to a common tug. At sea, in heavy weather, if

to windward, I could overhaul the best of blockade runners. On the
arrival of Lieutenant-Commander Watmough I shall carry out what
was evidently your intention and go off the Frying Pan Shoals.
The rebels are very busy at work inside the Mound, on batteries, and

are to-day practicing on ranges. Lieutenant-Commander Eamsay will

do something in the way of useful surveys for your purposes.
T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Danl. Ammen,
Commander and Senior Officer Present.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Commander Parlcer, U, S. Wavy, transmitting statement of
deserter regarding the armament of Confederate vessels.

U. S. Ironclad Onondaga,
Dutch Gap, James River, Virginia, November 28, 1864.

Sir : I have to report that a deserter from the rebel ironclad Freder-

icksburg was sent on board this vessel from our army with a request

that he should be returned after an examination.
I enclose herewith the statement of the deserter, Henry B. Craft, a

native of Baltimore, after which he was returned to our lines and
placed in charge of Lieutenant Cassidy, U. S. Army, commanding pon-

toon bridge below Dutch Gap, James Eiver, Virginia.

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,
Wm. a, Parker,

Commanding Fifth Division.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

[Enclosure.]

liTOVEMBBR 27, 1864.

Henry B. Craft, native of Baltimore, three years in rebel Navy, was
cast away near Cape Henry in 1861, in the schooner Florida, of Balti-

more.
Virginia.—Flagship; Commodore J. K. Mitchell, commanding. Aft,

pivotXl-inch gun , Brooke smoothbore ; forward, pivotS-inch gun, Brooke

rifle ; one gun on each side, 6.4 rifle. Total, 4 guns. Talk of putting two

howitzers on spar deck. Commanded by Lieutenant [F. E.] Shepperd;

executive officer. Lieutenant [J. W.] Alexander. Spars all around her

20 feet from the sides.
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Fredericksburg.—Aft, X-inch pivot gun, Brooke smoothbore; forward,

7-inch rifle, Brooke smoothbore; one on each broadside, 6.4 Brooke
smoothbore. Total, 4 guns. Commander, Thomas E. Bootes; executive
officer, [A.] Barbot.
Richmond.—Lowest down the river, Wm. [A.] Webb, commanding.

Forward, 7-inch Brooke rifle, pivot; aft, X-inch smoothbore, Brooke;
one gun on each broadside, 6.4, same as the other; howitzers the same
as the others, and spars to be put around her as the others.

The bottoms are of wood.
The Virginia is about 240 tons; the Richmond and FredericTcsburg

about 200 tons. The complement is about 150 men, but they are short.

The crew are dissatisfied. One-half would desert if they had a chance.
The ironclads are at anchor all the time, and the gunboats patrol in

the night to Battery Semmes, about 2 miles below the ironclads. The
rowboats come down as far as Bishop's, about 2^ miles below the iron-

clads; return at daylight, but in foggy weather they have no pickets in

the daytime; can not see any pickets on shore.
The crews are not allowed to go on shore or to Eichmond. Have

plenty to eat and plenty of clothes.

Midshipman [Alex. T.] Hunt and Master's Mate Bichard N. Sprag-
gins were in the boat when the crew deserted, and were left in her.
The rebel army is on short rations—^1 pint of meal and one-fourth

pound of bacon per day.
Drewry.—Wooden gunboat (propeller), 80 tons; 7-inch rifle pivot for-

ward; Vlll-inch smoothbore pivot aft; commanded by .

Hampton.—Wooden gunboat (propeller), about 80 tons; Commander
[J. S.] Maury. Vlll-inch smoothbore pivot aft; Vlll-inch smoothbore
pivot forward.
Nansemond.—Wooden propeller gunboat, 80 tons; Captain [C. W.]

Hays. Vlll-inch smoothbore pivot aft; Vlll-inch smoothbore pivot
forward.
Roanoke.—(Old tugboat) propeller gun boat, 65 tons ; iron hull ; 1 pivot

forward, 6-inch rifle. Captain .

Torpedo.—Tug; Lieutenant [Ivey] Foreman; two small Parrott pivot
20-pounders.
Beaufort—Tug ; Captain . One pivotrifle forward, 32ponnder.
Three tugs on picket and three rowboats, the boats manned from the

ironclads.

They have torpedoes ready to apply to boats, but there is no talk of
using them.

Virginians plating 6 inches on sides and 8 inches forward and aft;
goes down to the knuckle.
The Fredericksburg draws 11 feet, the Virginia about 13 feet, the

Richmond about 16 feet. They were lightened over the bar.
They were much frightened when the Albemarle was blown up.

Common wood gratings go entirely round the vessels, suspended from
spars, to the depth of 10 feet below the surface of the water.
They are lying at single anchor about 10 miles below Eichmond.

Seven or eight guns at Hewlett's.
He was a coxswain, pay $29; seamen, $22.

Eespectfully, etc.,

Wm. a. Parker,
Commanding Fifth Division.
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Lieutenant- Commander Barnes,
XT. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Bat.

Navy Dbpaetment, November 28, 1864.
Sir: Proceed with the U. S. S. Bat to Hampton Eoads and report to

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter for duty.
Very respectfully, etc.,

GiDBON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Lieatenaut-Gommander Jno. S. Barnes,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Bat, Boston.

[Telegram.]

Flagship Malvern,
Mampton Roads, November 28, 1864.

Move the 8augus and Canonicus up to Dutch Gap.
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
Commander W. A. Parker,

V. 8. 8. Onondaga, Dutch Gap.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Provisional Brigade,
November 28, 1864.

The Malvern left at daylight this a. m. So dark and hazy the pilot
would not venture last night.

W. A. Parker,
Commander, etc.

Eear-Admiial D. D. Porter.

Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Major- General Butler,
U. 8. Army, advising the capture of Rainbow Bluff, RoanoTce River.

Flagship Malvern,
Hampton Roads, November 28, 1864.

General: An officer has just arrived from Plymouth, N. C, having
been sent up to inform me of the state of affairs there.
The rebels, after the taking of Plymouth, evacuated Washington, on

Tar River, removed all the guns (20 in number) to Rainbow Bluft", on
Roanoke River, and are now fortifying that place to prevent the pas-
sage of gunboats at high water, which will commence in December.
By capturing Rainbow Bluff we get possession of the entire Roanoke

valley, the importance of which you can well estimate. Fifteen hun-
dred troops, out of the 3,000 at New Berne, can be detached on this

service without any fear of New Berne being molested, and by a rapid
movement Rainbow Bluff can be captured with all its guns and muni-
tions of war.
The troops can land within 6 miles of Rainbow Bluff and take the

works in the river. The rebels have 500 men there, anticipate no
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attack from us, and could be taken with ease. This will put us in

possession of the ram now building at Halifax, fN. 0.], an easy march
from the bluffs. This move places the Weldon road within striking

distance.

I submit this for your consideration. It will require no troops from
this quarter, unless you think the move of importance enough to war-
rant it. The troops, if left at the bluffs, can be supplied by water, and
we have light-draft boats enough to lie there to cover them if need be.

It seems to me that to get possession of all the Eoanoke valley would
be most desirable. By sending gunboats to Winton, we can communi-
cate with Suffolk and Eaiubow Eluff at all times, and the large amounts
of cotton now lying in that region will all fall into our hands. I have
ordered the gunboats to hold Plymouth as long as possible, and now
that we have it, all the grain on the Albemarle Sound must be cut off

from the enemy.
1 hope you will think favorably of this, and I am sure of a handsome

thing resulting from sending a strong army force there.

I liave the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

David D. Poetee,
Rear-Admiral.

Major-General B. F. Butlee,
Commanding Department Virginia and North Carolina.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commander Fehiger,
U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Mattabesett, to proceed to duty at
Plymouth, N. C.

Flagship Malveen,
Hampton Roads, November 28, 1864.

SiE : Proceed with your vessel when the weather will permit, to the
sounds of North Carolina and report to Commander Macomb at Ply-
mouth for such duty as he may assign you.
Be careful not to go np the Eoanoke Kiver at night, as there are

booms across both above and below Plymouth.
Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Poetee,
Rear-Admiral.

Commander Jno. C. Febigee,
Commanding Mattabesett.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to commanding officer Picket
Launch No. 5, to proceed to duty at Plymouth, N. G.

Flagship Malvben,
Hampton Roads, November 28, 1864.

SiE
:
Eeport with your picket launch to Lieutenant Commander

English, who will give you certain instructions in going to the sounds
of North Carolina.
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On your arrival at Plymouth you will report to Commander Macomb
for such duty as he may assign you.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Commanding Officer,
Picket Launch No. 5.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Macomb,
U. 8. Navy, regarding the holding of Plymouth, N. G.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, November 28, 1864.

SiB: Ton have evidently not received my first letters, in one of
which I tell you to dismount the guns and ship them, and then hold
the place with the gunboats. I never intended them to leave until the
whole of that region was in our possession.

I have seen so many ill effects from leaving guns (those that we have
captured) on shore, that I am convinced it is best always to ship them,
especially in a case like this, where General Grant can not and will not
send men.
With the gunboats at Plymouth the troops will be protected on

shore, and they can remain there while I endeavor to send you more
troops, if I can get them. I will endeavor to get a thousand men.
Hold on to the place at all hazards. Had you received my first letters
you would [have] seen what my views were.

I also send you another torpedo boat which you may find useful.
Captain English will explain fully to you my wishes.

Very respectfully, etc.,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Commander W. H. Macomb,
Commanding District of the Sounds.

Letterfrom the Assistant Secretary of the Navy to Chief Engineer Wood
U. 8. Navy, in criticism of the V. 8. 8. Monadnock.

Unofficial.] Favy Department, November 29, 1864.

SiB: I have your letter of the 21st November. I congratulate you
upon the experimental success of the Spuyten Duyvil. The rebs, since
the Albemarle affair, have anticipated such attacks in the James
River, and therefore I do not anticipate results there. Forewarned is

almost safety. I visited the Monadnock last Sunday at Hampton
Roads. There is some complaint of the turret engines. She trims a
little by the head, which is a blunder, as the boilers could easily have
gone several feet aft without impairing the space required in the engine
room, and it would also have given a larger coal bunker. The most
awkward feature is the arrangement for her boats. I am sure no
engineer ever devised it. Can not you design a light, firm grating, h
la Dictator, between the turrets, and some kind of sliding outriggers
which can shove out, pick up a boat, and, when hoisted, slide it. in

under this grating deck, so that when the boats are all stowed under
deck her guns will fire in all directions excepting at each others' turret.
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Now the boats cover the guns in several directions. The MonadnooJc
has her ventilator as high as the top of the pilot house, which seems
correct, but the one in Philadelphia only seemed to have it even with
the turret. If you will fit out the two next picket boats for Charles-

ton, 1 will send you two young men who have volunteered for the duty
who know the ground and can go to New York at once to learn their

duties, but it ought to be done soon or Sherman will capture all the
ironclads with his foot soldiers. Let us go on with other torpedo boats,

as you suggest, for the inspection of the Department. If those shells

of guns can be discharged 60 feet under water from one of our frigates,

naval battles hereafter will be carried on in the air. Let us have your
views upon the subject. I am for trying it on an early day.

Very resnectfuUy,
G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

Chief Engineer W. W. W. Wood,
New YorTc.

[Telegram.]

Fort Monroe, November 29, 1864.

Sir : General Grant left City Point at 10 a. m. to-day. Will prob-
ably be here about 3 p. m.

Very respectfully,

Geo. D. Sheldon,
Manager JJ. S. Military Telegraph.

Eear-Admiral Porter.

Report of Gommander Parker, JJ. 8. Navy, regarding the departure of the
flagship Malvern for Hampton Roads.

U. S. S. Onondaga,
Butch Gap, James River, November 29, 1864.

Sir : I have to report that the flagship Malvern left her anchorage
for Hampton Eoads, Virginia, at daylight yesterday morning; also,
that your telegram of yesterday was received and that I ordered the
monitors Saugus and Ganonicm to Dutch Gap in obedience to it.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. a. Parker,
Commanding Fifth Division.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Engagement of Federal ironclads with HowletVs Battery, November 29,
1864.

Eeport of Commander Parker, XT. S. Navy, commanding Fifth Division.

T7. S. Monitor Onondaga,
Dutch Oap, James River, November 29, 1864.

Sir: I have to report that I engaged the battery at Howlett's house
this morning, in company with the Mahopac. We opened fire 9 : 50 a. m.
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and fired 50 charges, the distance being about 2,500 yards. We ceased
firing at 11:30 a. m. This was an average of one shot every two
minutes.

Bowlett's rebel battery fired 58 shots from three guns.
I am not aware that we caused any damage to the rebels, and we

suffered no injury from their shot. Many of their shells came very
near, without hitting us. Most of our XV-inch shot fell short, but the
rifled 150 pounders carried well into and around the battery. The day
was not favorable, the wind being very fresh from the S. W. and nearly
ahead.

I shall renew the action as soon as I can rexilenish the coal and
ammunition and make a few necessary repairs to the machinery. Sev-
eral of our XV-inch shot struck the bank a little below the battery,
making large holes.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
Wm. a. Parker,

Commanding Fifth Division.
Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Letter from Major Smith, C. S. Army, to the chief of the Bnreau of Ordnance and Hydro^aphy
regarding the nse of bolts furnished by the Borean.

Battery Dantzleb, November 29, 1864.

Dear Sir : We were to-day engaged for three hours with three of
the enemy's monitors, and I had occasion to use your bolts. The dis-

tance was 2,900 yards. For some reason which I can not explain I find

that after about 2,000 yards direct flight the bolts vary to the right or
left. This is irrespective of the kind of sabot used, nor can I tell

beforehand to which side the variation will take place.

I write to ask if you can account for it and if there is any means of
remedying it.

Both yours and the Gorgas gun struck the monitors. Once a
wronght-iron 7-inch bolt shivered upon the iron or shivered a plate, as
the fragments fell on the water.

The Gorgas gun, unfortunately, burst. Can you not come down with
the bearer, or to Drewry's Bluff?

I think the monitors (although they retired under our fire below
Dutch Gap) will probably return, and I would like to have you see the
guns.

Very truly, yours,
Francis W. Smith,

Major, Commanding.
Commander John M. Brooke,

Chief of Bureau Ordnance and Hydrography.

[Enclo8Ul«.]

Distancefrom No. 4 gun. Battery Dantzler, to differentpoints of Jamea liiver, axis ofgun
being 61 yards above water.

Tarda.

Sandy Point 519

Point of Rocks 737

Hawser . 1,878

Obstructions, left end 2,068

Obstructions, right end 2,215
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Yards.

Monitora |'??J
Opposite shore ^'™5
Laid battery '''*'''*'

Height of land battery above water, 83 feet.

Francis W, Smith,
Major, Commanding.

Headquarters Battery Dantzler,
July 3, 1804.

Order of Bear-Admiral Forter, TJ. 8. Navy, to Acting Volunteer

Lieutenant MacDiarmid, TJ. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Governor

Buckingham, to proceed to the Mochade of New Inlet.

Hampton Eoads, November 29, 1864.

Sir : Proceed with the Governor BucTcingham, lander yonr command,

to the blockade of the Few Inlet entrance to Cape Fear Kiver, touching

at Beaufort to land the mail and passengers.

You will do duty as a chaser near the bar, under the direction of the

senior officer there.

Very respectfully, yours,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. MacDiarmid,
Commanding TJ. 8. 8. Governor Buckingham.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Bear-Admiral Forter, TJ. 8. Navy,
regarding money takenfrom persons captured in the steamer I/acy.

Favy Department,
Washington, November 29, 1864.

Sir : From the roll of prisoners or persons captured iu the steamer
Lucy it appears that the money taken from them was in some instances

sent to the prize court and in others placed in the hands of the pay-
master of the Santiago de Cuba, subject to the order of the Secretary of

the Navy. In all cases it should have been sent to the court, with a
memorandum showing the amount taken from each person, and the
sums should be in separate parcels, with the name of the owner of each
parcel, so that the courtmay be able to distinguish these effects, claimed
as personal, from the cargo of the vessel, and properly dispose of them.
Be pleased to give directions accordingly with regard to the money

now in the hands of the paymaster of the Santiago de Cuba, which was
taken from persons found on board the Lucy.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Boads.
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Letterfrom the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy,
transmitting a proclamation of the President of the United States.

Naty Department,
Washington, November 30, 1864.

Sir: I transmit herewith, for your information and guidance, an
official copy of the proclamation of the President, issued on the 19th
instant, opening the ports of Norfolk, Fernandina, and Pensacola to
commercial intercourse, from and after the 1st of December next, on the
conditions therein set forth.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Gomdg, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Boads.

[Enolosure.]

Proclamation hy the President of the United States of America.

Whereas by my proclamation of the 19th of April, one thousand
eight hundred and sixty-one, it was declared that the ports of certain
States, including those of Norfolk, in the State of Virginia, and Fernan-
dina and Pensacola, in the State of Florida, were, for reasons therein
set forth, intended to be placed under blockade; and whereas the said
ports were subsequently blockaded accordingly, but having for some
time past been in the military possession of the United States, it is

deemed advisable that they should be opened to domestic and foreign
commerce.
Now, therefore, be it known that I, Abraham Lincoln, President of

the United States, pursuant to the authority in me vested by the fifth

section of the act of Congress approved on the 18th of July, 1861, enti-

tled "An act further to provide lor the collection of duties on imports,
and for other purposes," do hereby declare that the blockade of the
said ports of Norfolk, Fernandina, and Pensacola shall so far cease and
determine from and after the 1st day of December next; that commer-
cial intercourse with those ports, except as to persons, things, and
information contraband of war, may from that time be carried on,

subject to the laws of the United States, to the limitations and in pur-

suance of the regulations which may be prescribed by the Secretary of

the Treasury, and to such military and naval regulations as are now
in force or may hereafter be found necessary.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal

of the United States to be affixed.

Done at the city of Washington this nineteenth day of November, in

r^ 1 the year of our Lord one thou8an<l eight hundred and sixty-four
1^ ' and of the Independence of the United States the eighty-ninth.

Abraham Lincoln.
By the President

:

William H. Seward,
Secretary of State.

[Endorsement.]

Send copy to General Meigs, with instructions to admit vessels with

cargoes not contraband of war.
[D. D. Porter.]
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[XelegraiD.]

City Point, [Va.], November 30, 1864—10 p. m.

Southern papers show that Bragg, with a large part of his force has

gone to Georgia.
If we can get off during his absence, we will stand a good chance,

not only to carry Fort Fisher, but to take Wilmington. The troops

will be ready to start the moment you are ready.

U. 8. Grant,
Lieutenant- General.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Pobtee.

[Telegram.]

Flagship Malveen,
Hampton lioads, November 30, 1864.

Can start in three days on the origiual arrangement of 12,000 men.
Will take a little longer to fit powder vessel.

David D. Poetee,
Bear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-General U. S. Geant,
City Point.

[Telegmm.]

Hamtton Roads, November 30, 1864.

I will be up on the 2d December; would come up sooner, but my
machinery is apart. If you are coming down, will wait here.

David D. Poetee,
Bear-Admiral

Lieutenaut-General U. S. Geant,
City Point.

[Telegram.]

FoET Moneoe, November 30, 1864.
(Received 1 1 a. m.)

The French man of-war here wishes to go up James River to receive
such persons as want to leave Itichmond. Has the Departmeut any
objections? There is no objection here.

David D. Poetee,
Bear-AdmiraU

Hon, Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

NOVEMBEE 30, 1864.

Is there any objection to the French sloop of war coming up to City
Point?

David D. Poetee,
Bear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-General U. S. Geant,
City Point, Va.
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Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Parker,
U, 8. Navy, to furnish coal to H. I. M. 8. Adonis.

Flagship Malveen,
Hampton Boads, Virginia, November 30, 1864.

SiE : Ton will be pleased to furnish the French vessel of war Adonis
with coal and afford the commander all the facilities in your power for

accomplishing her purpose in visiting the river,

flespectfully, your obedient servant,
David D, Portee,

Bear-Admiral.
Commander W. A. Paeker,

Commanding Fifth Division North Atlantic 8quadron.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porfer, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Frailey, U. 8.

Navy, regarding the coaling of vessels.

Hampton Eoads, November 30, 1864.

8iE : Proceed without delay to the position marked on the blockade
chart and find the Vanderbilt, Fort Jackson, and Santiago de Cuba.

Tell the commanders of the above vessels if they can not coal off Beau-
fort to proceed here without a moment's delay and fill up with coal,

then to proceed to the bars and inform the officers there that I want
them to fill up with coal and be ready for anything; after which you
will, if possible, go into Beaufort and fill up with coal and ammunition
and await further orders there.

Jiesiiec.tfiilly, your obedient servant,
David D. Poetbe,

Rear-Admiral.

Commander J. M. Frailky,
Commanding U, 8. 8. Tuscarora, Hampton Boads.

[Telegram.]

Hampton Eoads, November 30, 1864.

Ton will fill up the three monitors with coal {8augus, Canonicus, and
Mahopav) and have them ready to come down here without delay. Let

me know by telegraph and by letter when they are ready or will be

ready.
David D. Poetee,

Bear-Admiral.

Commander W. A. Paekee,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Onondaga, Dutch Gap, Va.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to the commandant navy

yard, Norfolk, for the immediate preparation of the United States

steamers Tacony and Iosco.

Confidential.] Hampton Roads, November 30, 1864.

Sir : It is important that the Tacony and Iosco should be ready for

sea in three days. Fish the Taconfs foremast temporarily and fix her

magazine. Better put all hands at work on these vessels and let the

others stand.
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Also have the Sassacus down. Let. them fill up with coal before they
come down. Say to Captain Truxtun he can not leave.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Pokter,
Mear-Admiral.

Captain John M. Bereien,
Commanding Naval Station, Norfolk.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Master''s Mate
Vanderbilt, U. S. Navy.

Hampton Eoads, November 30, 1864.

Sir : You will proceed to Beaufort, N. C, without delay, through the
canal, and deliver the accompanying dispatch to Captain Dove.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Acting Master's Mate [Aaeon] Vanderbilt,
U. S. S. Malvern.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Dove, U. S.
Navy, regarding double-enders.

Hampton Eoads, November 30, 1864.

Sie: Order all the double-enders at Beaufort to fill up with coal and
ammunition and remain there until further orders.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Poeter,
Bear-Admiral.

Commander B. M. Dove,
Commanding Naval Station, Beaufort, N. G.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commander Dove, U. S.
Navy, regarding the U. S. S. Vanderbilt.

Hampton Eoads, November 30, 1864.
Sir: If possible, have a vessel sent out to the Vanderbilt and order

her to proceed here at once.
Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Poetee,
Bear-Admiral.

Commander B. M. Dove,
Commanding Naval Station, Beaufort, N. 0.

Be/port of Commander Ammen, U. S. Navy, regarding the escape of a
blockade runner.

U. 8. S. Mohican,
OffNew Inlet, North Carolina, November 30, 1864.

Sir : Last night at about 9 p. m. a blockade runner passed the port
and was fired at by the Wilderness at a distance of about 200 yards.
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The captain supposed that be struck her in the wheelhouse. On the
going down of the sun a thick haze arose and became a thick, fleecy
fog for two or tbree hours, making the opportunity very favorable.
The Kansas arrived this morning, having coaled. I shall leave

Lieutenant-Commander Watuiough in charge and proceed to the point
designated by you as my position, which lies near the point of Frying
Pan Shoals. It will be very favorable to see such vessels as endeavor
to make the land before night. -

The heavy spars of the Mohican make her visible and enable blockade
runners to avoid her after night. I would suggest as probably the
most available use of the vessel that she should pursue such tracks as
you might designate, going whichever way the wind was favorable,

and sweeping in the daytime over the greatest distance under sail,

with heavy banked fires. Such blockaders [blockade runners] as we
might find under our lee in rough weather or with a fresh breeze would
find escape dif&cult if made early enough to give us time to chase
before dark.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Danl. Ammen,
Commander.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, transmitting circular of the

Treasury Department regarding the opening of trade in the sounds of
North Carolina.

Flagship Malvern,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, November 30, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a circular from

H. A. Risley, superintending special agent of the Treasury Department,

The object is to open trade in the sounds of Korth Carolina, and now
that Plymouth is in our possession, a large amount of cotton can be

got out by purchase. I await the orders of the Department before

permitting any traffic there, and respectfully recommend that no mer-

chandise of any kind be allowed to be exchanged for the products of

the country, but that they must trade with money.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

Treasury Department, November 29, 1864.

The President's order in relation to the purchase of products of insur-

rectionary States recites the fact that the Secretary of the Treasury has

appointed agents and prescribed regulations, with his approval, for

such purchase at Memphis, Nashville, New Orleans, Pensacola, Port

Royal, Beaufort, N. C, and Norfolk, Va., in pursuance of the act of

Congress of July 2, 1864, and orders: .

1. ITiat all products moving or being transported to such agent from

the insurrectionary States, under a contract for its purchase by sub-

agent, shall be free from seizure or detention by any officer of the

Government.

N w R—VOL 11 8
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2. That persons having the certificate of the purchasing agent that
he has contracted with them for a certain quantity of cotton or other
products, to be brought from specified localities and delivered to such
agent, shall have all proper facilities and passes for himself and his
means oftransportation to go after the i)roducts and bring them through
the lines, and safe conduct of person and property within our lines
while the products are moving or being transported to the purchasing
agent, and he directs all military and naval officers en route to furnish
proper facilities, passes, and protection while the products are moving
to the purchasing agent, and in compliance with the regulations of the
Secretary of the Treasury that persons who hold the certificate of the
purchasing agent that he has bought and received from them a specified
quantity of products, stating the value thereof, may be permitted by
the military officers at the place of sale to take back 33^^ per cent of
the amount received for products in goods and merchandise not con-
traband of war and not prohibited by order of the War Department.

3. The Secretary of War and of the Navy are directed to make proper
orders and to give proper directions to subordinates in command for
carrying out this order.
A copy of this order I left with General Shepley. I shall soon have

plenty of copies here.

H. A. RiSLBY,
Superintending Special Agent, etc.

Letterfrom Major- General Butler, U. 8. Army, to Bear-Admiral Porter,
U. 8. l^avy, regarding a proposed joint attack upon Rainbow Bluff.

Headquaktees Army of the James,
In the Field, November 30, 1864.

Admiral: Brigadier-General Wild will hand you this note, and
brings also orders to General Palmer about the matter of which we
were speaking. Please give him an order, to be transmitted through
him to the commander of your naval forces in the sounds, to cooperate
in the fullest extent with General Palmer and to move with all prompt-
ness and celerity. General Wild will show you the orders, which are
unsealed for that purpose, which he takes to General Palmer. If any-
thing occurs to you which I have not covered in my instructions, please
telegraph me, and I will reach General Wild by telegraph before he
leaves Fort Monroe.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

^ . , . , ^ Benj. F. Butler.
Kear-Admiral Porter,

Oomdg, North Atlantic Blochading Squadron, James River.

Or^r of Major- General Butler, U. S. Army, to Brigadier- General
Palmer, 0. 8. Army, to aid Federal naval forces in attack on Con-
federate defenses at Rainbow Bluff, N. C.

Headquarters Army of the James,
In the Field, November 30, 1864.

General: Information has got to me that the enemy in small force,
less than 500 men, are fortifying Kainbow Bluff, 20 miles up the Eoa-
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noke, above Plymoutli. Admiral Porter suggests, upou the informa-
tion that lie has from the naval officer coramauding those waters, that
a conjunct expedition of the Navy and Army would easily capture that
point and hold it, and that it is of very great importance that we should
do so. Therefore 1 propose that you shall make the attempt. Take
all the forces that can be spared in your district which you may deem
necessary, and move with great promptness while the enemy are en-
gaged with Sherman in Georgia and with us here, so that you need not
fear reinforcements. Perhaps, after seizing that point you might, by
a bold push, reach the ram at Halifax. I would suggest that you could
transport your troops and supplies within 6 miles, and land them below
the bluff and take the enemy in the rear, but matters of detail must be
left to your discretion. What I do require is promptness of action,
and I rest largely on that. I rest also largely upon your energy and
zeal. You had better give out that your expedition is a movement up
the Chowan upon Weldon. You are surrounded by spies, and the
moment you start any movement conjecture will be busy as to its direc-
tion. Now, if you let it be confidentially understood by a sufficient
number of persons that you are going up the Chowan, that will be sure
to get to the enemy. Brigadier-General Wild, who does me the favor
to take this to you, is also charged with some confidential matters
which he will state to you, and in which I trust you will aid him. As
soon as this expedition is over I propose to send you a battalion of the
Sixteenth New York Heavy Artillery as portion of your garrison at
New Berne, and take the Fifteenth Connecticut into the field with me,
unless you can state objections which do not now occur to me.

I am, very respectfully, yours,
Benj. F. Butler,

Major- General, Commanding.
Brigadier-General I. N. Palmer,

Commanding District of North Carolina.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Commander Macomb,
U. S. Navy, to cooperate in the capture of Rainbow Bluff.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Hampton Roads, December 1, 1864.

Sir: You will without delay prepare to cooperate with General
Palmer to capture liainbow Bluff and all the enemy's munitions of war,
which must be brought away or destroyed, and destroy the rebel ram

. at Halifax. I can't go into details, but expect the most perfect success.

Positive orders go to General Palmer to-day. See him without delay
and let the expedition get underway at once. If you see the orders
you will see what I want. I enclose copy of a letter * written to General
Butler.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Davxd D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Commander W. H. Macomb,
Commanding District of the Sounds, Plymouth, N. C.

' See page 103.
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[Telegram.]

Fort Monroe, December 1, 1864.

(Eeceived at Washington 3: :iO p. m.)

What chance i8 there of getting those tugs? We need them much
now and will need them more.

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Hon. G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary Navy.

[Telegram.]

Hampton Eoads, December 1, 1864.

When you again engage Hewlett's take station at Signal Tower,
where you can see effect of your fire. I had no difficulty in reaching
the battery with the XV-inch guns.

David D. Porter.
Commander Wm. A. Parker,

Gomdg. 5th Div., North Atlantic Squadron, Dutch Gap, James River.

Report of Commander Parker, JJ. 8. Navy, regarding the preparation of
monitors.

U. S. S. Monitor Onondaga,
Dutch Oap, James River, December 1, 1864.

Sir: Tour telegraphic dispatch of this date relative to the three
monitors, Saugus, Ganonicus, and Mahopac, was received here at 6 : 40
o'clock a. m. to-day. I have to report that the three monitors above
named are ready for immediate service.

The dispatch relating to Hewlett's battery was received at 4:10
o'clock p. m. and I shall station myself at the Signal Tower to observe
the effect of the fire, as you command.
We are repairing the machinery of the Onondaga and shall be ready

for action in three days.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. a. Parker,
.Commanding Fifth Division.

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Hampton Roads.

General Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding officers
commanding off Wilmington bars.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, December 1, 1864.

Hereafter two regular naval officers will be stationed at each bar off
Wilmington, who will have the sole control in regulating the stations
of the different vessels stationed to guard the bars, and officers senior
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to them, going in for shelter or coal, are not to interfere with the
arrangements which are approved by me.
Lieutenant-Commander Braine and Lieutenant-Commander Young

are in charge off the Western Bar, and Lieutenant-Commander Wat-
mongh and Lieutenant CommanderWeaver are in charge off New Inlet.

These officers will be held responsible for the duties required of them.
The officers heretofore assigned as senior officers at the bars will

confine themselves to cruising and chasing on the stations assigned
them outside of the bar line.

One of the officers assigned to bar duty will always be on the station,

and in case it becomes necessary to send his vessel for coal he must
transfer liimself to another of the bar blockaders proper.
With proper attention, with the present number of vessels, I deem it

a very difficult thing to pass the blockade.
Vessels putting in there for shelter, coal, or repairs must be careful

to take no coal without consulting the officers in charge at the bar to
know whether it will render the supply short for the bar blockaders,
which are the most important vessels. Officers in charge of the bars
will send me diagrams constantly, showing the positions of the vessels

night and day.
David D. Poeteb,

Rear-Admiral, Commanding North A tlantic Squadron.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, TJ. 8. Navy, to commanding officers to

preparefor immediate service.

Hampi'ON Roads, December 1, 1864.

Sib : Use all dispatch to get the Iosco coaled and ready for service

and report to me here as soon as possible.

Very respectfully, yours,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Commander John Guest,
Commanding TJ. S. S. Iosco.

[Same order to Lieutenant-Commander W. T. Trnxtun, John Lee
Davis, and F. H. Baker, commanding U. S. steamers Tacony, Sassacus,

and Viclcsburg, respectively.]

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, to Captain Olisson, TJ. S.

Navy, regarding money capturedfrom blockade runners.

Hampton Eoads, December 1, 1864.

SiE : In all cases where money is taken from the prisoners captured

on blockade runners it should be sent to the prize court where the prize

is sent for adjudication.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.

Captain O. S; Glisson,
Commanding TJ. S. 8. Santiago de Cuba.
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Beport of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, of the capture'of the British

steamer Vixen, December 1, 1864.

North Atlantic . Squadron,
Flagship, Oosport [Norfolk], Navy Yard, December 6, 1864.

Sir : 1 have the honor to report the capture of the British blockade-

running steamer Vixen off Wilmington on the Ist instant by the Bhode

Island. As the Vixen is reported to be leaking badly, I have ordered

her up here for an examination.

The report of Commander Trenchard, commanding Bhode Island,

together with the prize list of his vessel, is forwarded to you to day.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Beport of Commander Trenchard, U. 8. Navy, commanding D. 8. 8.

Bhode Island, regarding the capture of the steamer Vixen, December 1,

1864.

U. S. S.Ehode Island,
Hampton Boads, Virginia, December 5, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the Ist instant, at 2 : 30 p. m.,

latitude 32° 27' 30" K, longitude 78° 07' W., Cape Fear bearing K., j
E., 83 miles distant, a sail and black smoke were made from the mast
head, bearing N. by E. Gave chase.

At 3 : 30 p. m. the vessel could be seen from the deck, the wind at the

time being moderate from the eastward. At 4 p. m. the steamer was
apparently dropping us, but at sunset, the wind freshening and the

weather squally, we appeared to be gaining on her. Soon afterwards we
lost sight of the vessel, but continued on our course at the highest rate

of speed. Fortunately, after a short interval, made a light on the last

bearings of the steamer, which we steered for, and about 7 p. m. came
up with her, and she seemed to be broken down.
The vessel was boarded at once, and proved to be the British paddle-

wheel steamer Vixen. She was without register, log book, or papers,
with the exception of a muster roll of her crew, which was found by the
boarding ofiBcer, dated "November 23, St. George, Bermuda" (no year).

This paper has been enclosed to the U. S. prize commissioner at what-
ever port you may be pleased to order her to proceed.
A temporary prize crew was put on board and the Bhode Island laid

by the prize during the night. . The following morning Acting Master
Zera L. Tanner was placed in charge with a regular prize crew. Her
paddle wheels being completely disabled from the effects of the sea and
high rate of speed to which she had been driven in order to escape, and
it being impossible for the prize to reach any port so crippled, it was
necessary to take her in tow. As it was requisite to proceed to Hamp-
ton Roads to coal, I deemed it expedient to bring the prize here.
The vessel leaking very badly, it was necessary to remove some part

of her cargo to discover the leak, and in doing so arms were found.
The cargo appeared to be of an assorted character, as far as known.

I have the honor to enclose duplicate muster rolls of this vessel at
the time of the capture of the steamer Vixen, and state that there
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were no other vessels in sight at the time. At the time of the capture
Cape Fear bore N. by W. 50 miles distant.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Stephen D. Tbenohakd,

Gommander.
Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U, S. Navy,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Enquiry hy the Secretary of the Navy of Rear-Admiral Porter^ U. 8.

Navy, regarding the U. S. S. Young Rover.

Navy Department, December 2, 1864.

Sir: Has the Department's order to you of the 25th ultimo, to send
the Young Rover to the Delaware Breakwater, been executed?

Very respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Gomdg, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, December 3, 1864.

Torpedo boat at Baltimore. Probably three or four more vessels will

reach you. Tugs bought, but will be a month fitting. Shall I charter
four, or can you do it there?

G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Army op the James,
December 2, 1864—6 p. m.

(Eeceived 10:30 a. m., Decembers.)

I have just seen General Grant. He can only send 5,000. He
depends upon the Louisiana; she is at the yard. Will you send an
order to work on her night and day?
Admiral Smith has ordered no night work. Wise better send every-

thing at once.
D. D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral, U. S. Navy.
Hon. G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary Navy.

[Kndorsement.]

December 3, 1864.

Everything is being done with the utmost vigor by the Bureau.

The moment the Baltimore arrives she will take on board Jefifers and
Bodman, and, with a barge in tow, loaded with about 250 barrels of

IK)wder and the Biruey fluid, proceed at once to Norfolk to prepare the

Louiaia/na for service.
H.A. W[ISE].
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Instructions from Bear-Admiral Porter, V. 8. Navy, to Commander
Parker, U. 8. Navy, regarding operations in the James River.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, Hampton Roads, December 2, 1864.

Sir: While I am absent you will have to depend on your own
resources and not wait for orders from me beyond those I leave with
you for your guidance. When the gap is open, if it ever proves suc-

cessful, you will have to be on the alert for rams and torpedoes and
keep the lookouts I have directed to be kept in a previous order.

The picket boats must always be kept in readiness at night, with
their torpedoes ready for service, and if an ironclad should come down
they must destroy her, even if they are all sunk. For this purpose you
must select men of nerve to command them, who will undertake any-
thing, no matter how desperate. The picket boats should be carefully
used; steam should not be kept up in the daytime, and they should be
kept but for one purpose. The locomotive light must be lit on the bow
of the Onondaga and the torpedo catcher fitted for a full due and to be
carried at all times.

Something must be done up the river, and I have an idea that one of
those rams can be blown up by two men, with cork jackets on, getting
above them or below them and floating down on them with the current.
It was practiced on the Mississippi on one of oui* vessels there, and the
torpedo attached to the bow, but it did not explode. Now, I propose a
long, light pole, 30 feet long, with a torpedo at the end, supported at
10 feet from the end by bladders or gutta-percha life-preservers and a
life-preserver at the other end to make the spar float easy.
The men will not be in the least danger from the explosion, though

they will likely be captured. They will get their reward and be
entitled to the full value of the ram or vessel blown up. We must run
great risks to strike terror to an enemy. One of the torpedoes used in
picket boat No. 4 is the only kind to use. An assistant surgeon in
your division oftered a plan of small boat which 1 think feasible, but
the above is more sure.
One vessel must be appointed to patrol the river, and visit the light-

houses every day, and have things kept in order.
If occasion offers, cooperate with the Army. Don't be afraid of

expending ammunitionjudiciously. There is plenty of it. Where you
can't see the object well, do the firing by signal. Encourage the officers
to perform daring acts. Though we maysometimes lose them by capture,
we must not forget the old saying, "Nothing ventured, nothing gained."
Trusting to your discretion to do all things right, I remain.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

_, , Rear-Admiral.
Commander W. A. Parker,
Gomdg. Fifth Division, North Atlantic Squadron, James River.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Armies op the United States,
Washington, December 2, 1864—1:30 p. m.

Your dispatch of the 30th November to Commander Wise has been
shown to me. If General Grant moves 12th, as originally intended, is
not the other matter necessarily void !

G. V. Fox,
_, . J . , .^ _ Assistant Secretary Navy.
Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter.
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Expedition to Pitch Landing, December 2-6, 18(i4.

BepoTt of Commander Uacomb, U. S. Kavy, transmitting papers.

U. S. S. Shameock,
Dist. Sounds North Carolina, off Plymouth, N. C, December 9, 1864.

Admiral: I liave the sfitisfaction to report that on the 2d instant I

sent the Chicopee up the Chowan River to bring off some cotton, pro-

visions, and supplies held by the rebels, which I had been informed
were stored near Pitch Landing.
You will perceive by Commander Harrell's report, which I enclose,

that the expedition was a very successful one.

My orders to Commander Harrell are herewith forwarded. Since the
return of the above expedition I have ordered the Chicopee to Edenton,
N. C, and Sandy Point, in Albemarle Sound, North Carolina, to seize

another amount of cotton, which, from information (from Captain
Harrell), I find to be about 30 bales, and which is in his possession.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
W, n. Macomb,

Commander District of the Sounds, North Carolina.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
U. S. S. Malvern, Flagship, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Shamrock,
Dist. Sounds North Carolina, off Plymouth, N. C, December 1, 1864.

Sir : You will proceed up the Chowan River as far as you deem neces-

sary, capturing cotton, cattle, and anything belonging to the enemy.
If you are fired upon, burn houses in the immediate vicinity, and, in

short, do all you can to annoy the enemy.
After having accomplished this you will return as soon as possible.

Very respectfully,
W. H. Macomb,

Commanding Sounds of North Carolina.

A. David Harrell,
Commanding U. 8. S. Chicopee.

I will expect the Chicopee to return by the 6th, and Commander
Harrell will report to me.

Report of Commander Harrell, TI. S. Navy, commanding IT. S. S. Chicopee.

TJ. S. S. Chicopee,
Chowan River, [North Carolina], December 5, 1864.

Sir: I have the gratification to report that, availing myself of the

permission granted me by yourself (after having received your written

orders), I left Plymouth' on Friday, December 2, and proceeded to

Roanoke Island, where Colonel Wardrop very promptly placed a

detachment of soldiers on board under the command of Lieutenant-

Colonel W. W. Clarke for the accomplishment of the duty proposed.

I landed a detachment of sailors under the command of Lieutenant

[B. A.] Walker for the purpose of cooperation. The party landed a

little above the month of the Wiekacon Creek, with orders to march to

Pitch Landing, that place being 9 miles distant by land and 25 miles

by water, where the rebel Government, as I was informed, had a deposi-

tory for cottou and army supplies. At the same time I ordered the
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steam picket boat No. 5 to proceed up that stream, it being impossible

for the Ohicopee to do so, it being narrow and tortuous. Both parties

arrived without accident, and captured the place, bringing off about 85

bales of cotton, a quantity of cotton yarn, together with 7 prisoners

and 52 contrabands, and burning and destroying the following list of

property, viz, say, 75 barrels beef, 7,000 pounds oftobacco, 5 barrels of
molasses, 100 boxes adamantine candles (40 pounds each), 75 sacks of

salt, 1,000 pounds of coffee, 10 barrels crushed sugar, 300 pairs of cotton,

cards, 2,000 blocks of cotton yarn, 45 sets army harness, 31 mules, 6
horses, 10 array wagons, 250 grain sacks, 4,000 pounds of bacon ; also a
quantity of pease, beans, leather, shoes, boots, clothing, etc., belonging
to the Confederate Army. I was compelled to have the horses and
mules killed because I had no transportation. You will perceive that a
very large amount of valuable property was destroyed lor the same
reason. I am happy to state that the whole affair was well managed and
a perfect success. One soldier was (I fear) mortally wounded. I feel

greatly indebted to Lieutenant-Colonel Clarke for the energetic coopera-
tion which he afforded. Lieutenant Walker, the executive officer of this

vessel, commanded the sailors and performed his duty with his usual
promptness and gallantry. Acting Ensign James A. Grossman, Act-
ing Master's Mates [J. A.] Belcher and [C. C] Johnson accompanied
the command and performed their duty well, as J am informed. I
placed Mr. Johnson in command of a detatchment of marines on board
the picket boat. His duty was particularly arduous and hazardous;
he performed it to the admiration of all hands. I am informed that
the commander of the picket boat. Acting Ensign [J. II.] Chapman,
performed his duty well and gave entire satisfaction. It only remains
to add, which gives me great pleasure, that Acting Assistant Surgeon
G. L. Simpson volunteered and accompanied the party, rendering
timely service to the wounded.

I have omitted to state, which I now do, with great pleasure, that I
was accompanied by Colonel Wardrop, who gave me the assistance of
his long experience. I enclose Lieutenant Walker's report.*

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. D. Haerell,

Commander, U, S. Navn.

Commander Wm. H. Maoomb, U. S. Favy,
Gommanding Division of the Sounds of North Carolina.

Additional report of Commander Harrell, XT. S. ITavy, commanding V. S. S. Chicopee.

TJ. S. S. Chicopee,
Albemarle Sound, North Carolina, December 7, 1864.

Sir: Subsequent to my hasty report of the 5th, I have ascertained
that there were destroyed at Pitch Landing, beside what has already
been mentioned, 875 sacks of salt. In the safe of the rebel commissary
was found a quantity ofConfederate money and bonds. The following
amount was turned over to me : Confederate bills, representing about
$1,400; Confederate bonds, representing $8,000, which I forward to
you.

I also omitted to state that a valuable bridge was burned. Our force
was fired

.
upon during their return, but the rebels were soon driven

oft". I herewith forward a quantity of official and private papers cap-
tured at Pitch Lauding, which will throw a good deal of light upon

'Not necessary to publish.
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the manner in whicli the rebels receive their supplies. Beef, pork,
candles, etc., were marked with the United States brand, all of which
it is said were received from Norfolk, Va.

It aiiords me pleasure to state that perfect harmony existed between
the two branches of the service during the whole expedition.

Several rebels were killed and wounded; the exact number could not
be ascertained.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. D. Harrell,

Commander, U. 8. Navy.
Commander William H. Macomb,

Commanding Division Sounds of North Carolina.

Report of Commander Harrell, transmitting Confederate bills captured.

U. S. S. Chicopee,
Norfolk Navy Yard, February 24, 1865.^

Sir : I have the honor to enclose ($17,360) Confederate bills and bonds
captured by this vessel at Pitch Landing, N. C.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. D. Harrell,

Commander, U. S. Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary TJ. S. Navy, Washington, D. C.

[EndorBement.]

Have been distributed as curiosities.
W[elles].

Abstract log of the V. S. S. Chicopee, Commander A. D. Harrell.

December 3, 1864.—OS Eoanoke Island. At 4 p. m., having the col-

onel, lieutenant colonel, a number of lieutenants, with two companies of

men, numbering 63 men each, from Eoanoke Island, on board, hoisted

all boats and started up the sound. At 5:45 passed out of Croatan

Sound. Underway until 11:25 p. m., when we anchored in the mouth

of Chowan Eiver.
• i ^ i, 4.

December 4.—At 7 a. m. got underway with a natboat and a picket boat

[No. 5) in tow and proceeded up the Chowan Eiver. At 10 : 30 a. m,

picked up 2 men in a boat trying to cross the river. At 11 : 20 sent the

picket launch iVo. 5, with the matine guard on board, up the Wiekacon

Creek. At 11:30 came to anchor abreast of Emre's Landing and

landed all the soldiers and officers in charge of them; also 70 of our

men and 3 officers. Acting Ensign James A. Crossman, Dr. Simpson,

and Acting Master's Mate J. A. Belcher, Lieutenant E. A. Walker in

charge. At 2:30 p. m. came to off Longfield Landing. From 4 to 6

p. m. lying at anchor off Fisher's [Fishery] Landing. From 6 to 8 had

the battery all ready for action. At 11 : 45 p. m. heard musketry firing

on shore bearingW. N. W. Lookouts stationed as usual.

December 5.—At 9:15 a. m. got underway and steamed up the river

as far as Emre's Lauding; turned around and came back to Fishery

Landing. Sent the dingey ashore to bring off a contraband. From

meridian to 4 p. m. : At 12 got underway and steamed up to Emre's

Landing; came to anchor and transported all of our men and troops

on board, they having captured 7 prisoners, — bales of cotton, which
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were taken on board, and a number of horses and wagons, which were
destroyed on the bank, not being able to carry them away. We also

received ou board 43 contrabands. Having everything on board, we
started down the river with torpedo boat No. 5 in tow. At 5 : 30 p. m.
passed Fishery Landing. At 9 stopped off the mouth of Roanoke
River; sent picket boat No. 5 with dispatches to Plymouth, At 9: 30

steamed down the sound. List of stores captured at Pitch Landing,
,

December 4, 1864: 85 bales of cotton, I bale of sheeting, 150 bundles
twist (5 pounds each), 24 bundles twist (0 pounds each), 22 stand arms,
8 sabers, 1 holster pistol, 11 cavalry saddles, 8 sets complete mule har-

ness, 6 horse collars, 252 pounds manufactured tobacco, 2 blankets.
December 6.—At 12: 30 p. m. came to anchor off Roanoke Island and

landed all the troops and contrabands. At 2 : 30 p. m. three gentlemen
came on board with submarine diving apparatus and a calciam light
to go to Plymouth. At 5 : 30 p. m. got underway and steamed up
Groatan Sound.
December 7.—At 3: 30 p. m. anchored off Plymouth, and made fast to

the wharf and commenced to discharge cotton.
March 5, 1865.—Lieutenant-Commander H. N. T. Arnold took com-

mand.

[Telegram.]

Hampton Roads, December 3, 1864.
(Received 12 p. m.)

I am just down from the [Dutch] Gap. Telegraphed you from there.
The Louisiana will be ready to-morrow night, and we are waiting for
the important material.

David D. Pobtee,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

Washington, December 3, 1864—12: 30 p. m.
Tour telegram to Mr. Fox of this a. m. received. Everything is

being done by the Bureau with the utmost vigor. The moment the
Baltimore arrives she will leave again with Jeffers and Rodman to
assist in fitting out the Louisiana. The Stromboli is on her way to you
with 80 torpedoes on board and 2 of Beard slee's clock movements. If
you have not Beardslee near you, let me know.

H. A. Wise,
T» . , . , ^ Chief of Bureau.
Rear-Admiral D. D. Poeter.

Report of Lieutenant- Commander Watmough, U. S. Navy, senior officer off
Neio Inlet, regarding various affairs of Ms command.

IJ. S. GxTNBOAT Kansas,
OffNew Inlet, December 3, 1S64.

Admiral : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your two
communications of November 24, one in reference to the Alabama being
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sent ontside. She is now coaling; on her return I will dispatch her
immediately and send her to the GherokeePs station.

The Moccasin is on the Western Bar. I will send your order around
to the senior officer of that station. The Unadilla and Buckingham are
here; also the Berberry. The commanding officer of the Berberry
reports himself as unfit for any duty. A survey is now being held on
him. There is a deserving acting ensign (Eowntree) on board the
Mowquah, well acquainted with the bar, who has volunteered for com-
mand of the Berberry, and I will put him on board, subject to your
approval. The two additional tugs alluded to will give a fine force for

this bar. Two vessels have succeeded in getting in during the last

week, owing chiefly to the misty weather. We are now holding a fine

large side-wheel steamer inside; she has been waiting three nights for

a chance to run.

General Orders 63 to 60 and accompanying circular are in hand.
Permit me to express my conviction that your general order in refer-

ence to the official conduct of officers will have a most beneficial effect.

It is already manifest.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Pend. G. Watmottgh,
Lieutenant-Commander, Senior Officer Present.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Pokteb,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

The Santiago de Cuba has just put in and hoisted the senior officer's

flag.

Seport of Commander Beaumont, U. S, Navy, regarding the capture of the

schooner Mary, of Nassau, New Providence.

U. S. S. Mackinaw,
At Sea, Lat. 32° 11' N., Long. 78° 34' W., December 3, 1864.

SiE : I respectfully inform the Department that I fell in with to-day

at 1 p. m. and captured the schooner Mary, of Nassau, New Providence,

bound from Dewees' Inlet, South Carolina, to Nassau, New Providence,

with a cargo consisting of 77 bales of cotton, 50 boxes of tobacco, 1

barrel turpentine.

The Mary left Dewees' Inlet on the 1st instant.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. C. Beaumont,
Commander, U. 8. Navy, Commanding U. 8. 8. Mackinaw.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Extract of journal of theU. ^. 8. Mackinaw, referring to the capture of

the schooner Mary.

U. S. S. Mackinaw,
At Sea, December 3, 1864.

Saturday.—Weather cloudy; wind southward and westward and

variable. At 1 a. m. sounded in 26 fathoms. Steering various courses.

Several sails in sight. At 1 : 10 p. m. saw a suspicious schooner steering
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S. B.; steered for her and fired a gun to bring ber to. Sent a boat on
board and found her to be the Mary, from Dewees' Inlet, South Oaro-
lina, bound to Nassau with cargo of cotton and tobacco. Took charge
of her and put prize crew on board in charge of Acting Ensign J. 8.

Blake and 6 men. Latitude 32° 11' N., longitude 78° 14' W.

Order of Lieutenant- Commander Watinough, U. S. Navy, to Acting
Ensign Rowntree, U. 8. Navy, to perform blockade duty in command
of the U, S. tug Berberry.

U. S. S. Kansas,
Ojf New Inlet, December 3, 1864.

SiK: You will assume command of the tug Berberry for the present,
relieving Acting Ensign Griffith. The Berherry'ii station is ofl" the bar
on a bearing of W. to W. by N. from the Mound light. You will hold
this position closely and exert the utmost vigilance to prevent the
entrance of any runners, and be prompt to signal by rocket and guns
the attempt to run out of any vessel. You are not to chase from the
bar, but maintain your station. The first necessity is to be prompt to
move in, with the decline of light. Exercise every care against ground-
ing; have careful leadsmen trained daily at giving exact soundings.
You are familiar with the bar, and I expect good results from your
command.

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,

Pend. G. Watmough,
Lieutenant-Commander, Senior Officer Present,

Acting Ensign [Robert W.] Rowntree,
U. 8. 8. E^owquah.

Chasing ashore, December 3, and destruction, December 5, 1864, of the
steamer JBlla.

SepoTt of Lieatenant-Commander Braine, TJ. S. Navy, oommandmg V. S. S. Fequot.

X7. S. 8. Pequot,
Off Western Bar, Cape Fear River, December 4, 1864.

Sir: I have to report that December 2, at 1 p. m., whilst lying close
inshore near White Point Swash, coast of South Carolina, I discovered
a two-piped, side-wheel steamer coming in from the southward. As
she did not see me, I lay quiet until 1 : 40 p. m., by which time she had
run close inshore near Little River Inlet, North Carolina, and bore N. E.
from me. I then started, steering east, to intercept her and crowd her
on the land; she immediately stood to the eastward, and I hoped to
compel her to run for the blockaders. I made black smoke and fired
hve guns to attract cruisers, without success. When off Shallotte Inlet
she stood to the southward and eastward. Ichased upon that course
until 6 p. m., when, being near the end of Frying Pan Shoals, she sud-
denly changed her course N. N. W. to run up the shoal. I did the same,
and at 8

:
20 p. m., being in 6J fathoms water near the blockaders, I threw

up five rockets and burned the night signal to alarm the blockaders.
Maviug, as I supposed, put them upon the alert, I stood offshore to 8i
fathoms and patrolled until daylight, when I had the satisfaction to see
the runner ashore about 1J miles 8. by W. of Bald Head Point.
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At 7 : 30 a. m. I went in with other vessels to destroy her by shelling.
I had the satisfaction to strike her twice with 150-ponnder shell amid-
ships, and so seriously damaged her that this morning (December 4)
the rebels are firing at her from five batteries and doing their best to
finish what the blockaders commenced.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. L. Braine,
Lieutenant- Commander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

BepoTt of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Dunn, TT. S. ITayy, commanding V. B. S. Emma,

U. S. S. Emma,
Off Western Bar, Wilmington, [N. C], December 3, 1864.

Sir: 1 respectfully beg leave to make the following report:
At 5:30 a. m., being in my station in 3J fathoms water oft" the bar.

Bald Head light bearing N. N. E. per compass, a blockade runner was
discovered from this vessel bearing E. by S., close iu under the shore of

Smith's Island, and steering for the bar. 1 immediately went ahead at

full speed, heading N". N. E. to cut her off from the bar, at the same time
throwing up one rocket to signal to the vessels nearer the bar. As
soon as practicable I opened fire upon her from my broadside guns, the
runner being then distant about 700 yards. At 5: 40 saw that she was
turning round, and then 1 immediately headed for her until I got in 2J
lathoms water, the runner being then about 500 yards distant, when I

altered my course to the southward and stopped the engines. At this

time I discovered she was ashore on the south end of Marshall Shoal.

I lowered a boat, armed and equipped, and ordered my executive ofB-

cer, Acting Ensign [Charles] Zimmerman, to board and fire her at all

hazards. I was then in 2 fathoms water, with a shoal bar between the

Emma and the runner, and had kept up a brisk fire on her from my
port battery. By the time the boat shoved off it had got to be so light

that our position was plainly discernible from the shore batteries, dis-

tant about 1,200 yards, from which they opened quite a lively fire, the

shot nearly all passing over us; also saw six boats in the water near

the runner. Seeing that a single boat's crew would be exposed to immi-

nent peril, with scarce a possibility of success, I reluctantly recalled

her and moved ofl:" out of range. At 6 : 30 hoisted my boat and steered

for my day station.

The blockade runner is a very long, low, side-wheel steamer, schooner-

rigged, with two smokestacks, one forward, the other abaft the paddle

box.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. 0. Dunn,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander G. W. Totjng,
Senior Officer off Western Bar, Wilmington.

Beport of Lieutenant-Commander Young, TT. S. Navy, commanding IT. S. S. Maratanza.

, U. S. S. Maratanza,
Off Western Bar, Gape Fear River, December 4, 1864.

Sir : Ihave the honor to report that on the morning of the 3d instant,

at about 6 : 30 a. m., the steamer Emma discovered and succeeded in
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driving a large two-smokestack steamer (blockade runner), evidently

bound in, on shore on Marshall Shoal, Smith's Island. After seeing

her grounded. Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Dunn, of the Emma, hav-

ing reported the fact to me, I directed the Britannia, Acting Volunteer

Lieutenant Huse, and the Aries, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Wells,

to run in and try the range, and if they found it practicable, to endeavor
to disable the vessel so as to prevent her getting off. Finding that the

30-pounder rifle would reach by the vessels keeping underway to avoid

the batteries, and the Pequot, Lieutenant-Commander Braine, arriving

about this time, 1 moved all the vessels into a position south of the forts

and commenced firing upon her at long range. I estimate that she was
struck some forty times, the Pequot, in her second or third fire, explod-

ing the boilers. After one hour's ebb. Lieutenant Braine returned to

the squadron. Seeing that the vessel was on shore, it was decided that

-we should make the attempt to burn her after dark, as she lay directly

under the guns on Smith's Island, but owing to a S. W. wind, which
sent a heavy swell inshore, arid consequently breaking outside of her,

the vessel was obscured and we were unable to attempt it. At daybreak
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Devens, commanding the Tristram Shandy,
ran in and sighted her, firing several projectiles into her, and from his

report she is bilged and gone down by the head. As soon as boats can
approach her I shall endeavor to destroy her by fire. The night expe-
dition fitted out for last night's services I placed under charge of Act-
ing Volunteer Lieutenant Huse, of the Britannia, with the Emma,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Dunn, Tristram Shandy, Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant Devens, and Nansemond, Acting Master Porter, with a boat's
crew and boat from each one of the blockading fleet, and I only regret
to say that the weather prevented them from successfully operating.

I would also mention that the Chippewa, Lieutenant-Commander
Weaver, and Huron, Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, rendered assist-

ance in the forenoon with their Xl-inch guns, and also'frirnished boats
for the night expedition.

I have only to regret that this vessel could not take her place in the
destruction of this blockade runner, as her 100-pounder rifle has given
evidence of great weakness and both pivot slides having been con-
demned by survey some time since, and I am endeavoring to nurse them
as much as possible until they are renewed. Enclosed please find the
reports.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. W. Young,
Lieutenant-Commander and Senior Officer Present.

Dated D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral, Gommamding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

BepoTt of Lieutenant-CommaadeT Selfridge, V. S. Navy, oommanduig V. S. S, Enron.

U. S. S. Huron,
Off Western Bar, December 4, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to report that yesterday morning, hearing
firing in the direction of the Western Bar entrance, I proceeded to that
point and found a portion of- the fleet firing at a blockade runner that
had gone ashore during the night.



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADINa SQUADEON. 129

Opened fire with the SO-pounder Parrott, and had the satisfaction of
patting some shots through her.

Several of the enemy's shots passed over us without damage.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. O. Sblfeidge,
Lieutenant-Commander,

Bear-Admiral David D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Hampton Boads.

BepoTt of Acting Volanteer lientenant Hnse, IT. S. Navy, commanding TT. S. S. Britannia.

U. S. S. Beitannia,
Off Western Bar, North Carolina, December 4, 1864,

SiE: I have the honor to submit to you the following report of the
expedition fitted out under my charge last night to destroy the block-

ade runner lying on the shoals off Smith's Island

:

At moondown the Britannia, Tristram Shandy, Emma, and Nanse-
mond, followed by the tug Moccasin, with boats from the squadron,
started in for the blockade runner, her position being judged from
bearings taken during the day, the intention being for the vessels to

go as near as practicable and deliver fire in passing, afterwards the
boats to come up by signal.

At 9 : 30 p. m. the vessels advanced in the above order, and all turned,

in 12 to 14 feet water, without being able to see the ship ashore, owing
to the darkness and mist.

At this time the Emma came up and hailed, giving an order from
Lieutenant-Commander Upshur not to make any attack, as the weather
was too rough.
Hauled off into 3 fathoms water, when I left the ship in my gig,

accompanied by a boat from the Tristram Shandy, under Acting Ensign
[Benjamin] Wood, to ascertain whether an attack was practicable by
boats. I went into the breakers in 7 feet water, but was not able to

discover the ship.

Finding that the sea was making and the wind increasing, I returned

with the boats and passed within hail of all the vessels, ordering them
to return to their night stations, and giving orders to the tug to pro-

ceed with the boats to the coal schooner at the buoy for the night.

At daylight discovered the vessel high up on the shoal, listed to

port and settled by the head, evidently having been seriously damaged
by the fixing of yesterday.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Saml. Husb,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Bear-Admiral David D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantw Blockading Squadron.

Beport of Acting Volunteer lieutenant Deveni, TJ. S. Havy, commanding TJ. S. S. Tristram

Shandy.

U. S. S. Teisteam Shandy,

Off Western Bar, Wilmington, N. C, December 4, 1864.

SiE : In obedience to your order of yesterday, I followed the Bri-

tannia ia toward Smith's Island for the purpose of destroying the block-

ade runner on shore on the 8. E. end of Beeper Shoal. At 9:30 p. m.

N w E—VOL 11 9
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we Started in and came around in 2 fathoms water, close in to the bar.

Could see nothing of the blockade runner. Sent our third cutter,

armed by 3 officers and 9 men, to the Britannia. Kemained in close to

the bar in from 3 to 2i fathoms water all night. At 2 a. m. saw a pro-

peller close in among the breakers; challenged her and received no

answer, and before I could see her again she ran back over thebar and

went inside. Weather very dark and hazy. At 5 a. m. got the ship

in close to the Beeper Shoal, and had everything ready for the purpose

of shelling the blockade runner. At 6:10 a. m. saw her (we were m
2i fathoms water, and the vessel not over 60 yards from us) and com-

menced firing on her. Saw several of our shell strike her. They were

percussion and exploded. As soon as we were visible from the shore,

Fort [Battery] Holmes, two batteries of Whitworth guns and a gun

which I think is a 32-pounder, opened on us, their shot striking the

water close to and many going over us. I kept this vessel iu the line

of the smoke of our guns (we being directly to windward and the

smoke hanging close to the water) while loading, and thus had a chance

to change my position and not allow the batteries to get a range on me.

At 7 a. m. I withdrew and came out to our day station, having

expended the following number of shell: 29 12-pounder shell, 13 20-

pouuder shell.

When I came out the vessel had gone down by the bows. I am very

certain she is cotton loaded and was running out by the Marshall Shoal

channel. The gun which I suppose to be a 32-pounder is mounted
about 2 miles below the Bald Head light.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
Edward F. Devens,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Oommanding.

Lieutenant-Commander George W. Young, U. S. Navy,
Senior Officer Present off Western Bar, Wilmington, N. G.

Report of Aotdng Maater Porter, V. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S, Naniemond.

U. S. S. Nansemond,
Off Wilmington, N. C, December 4, 1864,

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report:

In obedience to your order of the 3d instant, I reported to Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant Samuel Huse, commanding U. S. S. Britannia,

to assist with this vessel in the destruction of the blockade runner
ashore on Smith's Island Shoals, and at 9 p. m. proceeded, in company
with TJ. 8. steamers Britannia, Tristram Shandy, and Emma, inshore on
a direct line with the stranded steamer, until in 2^ fathoms water, but
owing to the state of the weather, which was very thick, could not see
her, and the wind being fresh from southward made too much sea for

small boats, and it was deemed advisable by the senior officer to post-
pone the attack, and according to orders we resumed our usual night
station off the bar, Bald Head light bearing E. to E. by S., in 3 fathoms
water.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. Porter,

Acting Master, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander Geo. W. Young, U. S. Navy,
Commanding IF. S. S. Maratanza, Senior Naval Officer Present.



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 131

Commendatory report of Bear-Admiral Porter, V. 8, Havy, transmitting report.

North Atlantic Squadron,
V. 8. Flagship Malvern,, off Norfolk, December 9, 1864.

Sir: I enclose you a report of the burning and destruction of the
blockade runner Mia, loaded with arms and ammunition, and bound
into Wilmington.
She was set fire to under the enemy's battery by Acting Ensign

Isaac 8. Sampson, of the U. S. S. Emma. The altair reflects credit on
all concerned.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, J). G.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Young, V. S. Navy, commanding V. S. 8. Maratanza, trans-
mitting enclosures.

U. S. S. Maratanza,
Off Western Bar, Wilmington, N. C, December 6, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose a copy of the report of Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant Dunn, commanding U. S. S. Emma, together with
that ofActing Ensign Sampson, of same vessel, of the destruction of the
blockade runner Ella, which vessel was forced on shore on the morning
of the 3d instant.
By the judicious arrangements made by Acting Volunteer Lieutenant

Dunn, and the strict attention to the same by Acting Ensign Sampson,
assisted by Acting Third Assistant Engineer Churchill, the expedition
proved a perfect success, which would probably not have attended it if

more boats had been employed, as the enemy were thrown off their

guard by the interval allowed to intervene between her being run on
shore and last night's reconnoissance and her destruction. The steamer
was evidently loaded with arms and munitions of war, and from the
report of Acting Ensign Sampson must be new. From papers found
on board she must have sailed from Nassau some time in the latter part
of November.' It was satisfactorily proven that the fire opened on her
by the Britannia, Aries, Pequot, Emma, Huron, and Chippewa after she
was grounded was most effectual in placing her in a condition which
rendered it impossible to get her off, and, since she was fired, it precludes
the slightest chance of saving her cargo, except in small portions and
in a damaged condition.
From the verbal report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Dunn, the

Ella is an iron steamer, the paddle boxes and masts being of the same
material. I would also state /\. that whilst cruising on night

station picked up a box marked <nL. 0^> 18, evidently having contained

rifie shell of 5J inches in diame ^\/ ter, which box must have been
thrown overboard from the Ella, as a large quantity of boxes of the
same description were passed during the first and mid watches.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Geo. W. Young,

Ideutenant-Gommandr .

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.
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[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Emma,
Off Western Bar, Wilmington, December 6, 1864.

SiE : 1 beg leave respectfully to report that being on my station last

night near the blockade runner driven ashore by this vessel on the
morning of the 3d instant, and deeming the opportunity a favorable
one for attempting her destruction, in accordance with your suggestions
of yesterday, I sent in a boat in charge of Acting Ensign Isaac S.

Sampson, with instructions to examine her carefully, and if possible to

board and set her on fire.

I ordered him to take some prepared 24-pounder howitzer shells and
place them where their explosion would cause the greatest damage to
her machinery. Acting Third Assistant Engineer A. L. Churchill
accompanied the expedition for that purpose.
Enclosed you will please find the report of Acting Ensign Sampson,

which will show how the work was performed. I consider the destruc-
tion of the steamer as very complete, as she burned fiercely for three
hours, the shells placed in her machinery exploding after she had been
burning half an hour.
The conduct of the officers and men engaged in the expedition com-

mands my warmest approval. I enclose also the only paper found on
board (a cargo receipt), showing the steamer's name to be the Ella. In
returning to the ship the boat was fired on by the shore batteries, but
no damage done.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. C. Dunn,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander, Geo. W. Young,
Senior Officer off Western Bar, Wilmington, N. C.

[Snbenclosnre. ]

U. S. S. Emma,
N'orth Atlantic Squadron, off Wilmington, 2f. C, December 6, 1864.

SiE: I beg leave to make the following report and detail relative to
burning the blockade steamer Ella : After leaving the ship, about 1 : 30
a. m., I steered in toward Bald Head light, according to your instruc-
tions previous to leaving the ship. According to yonr instructions I
had my oars mufiSed. One officer, Acting Third Assistant Engineer
A. L. Churchill, and six men, named as follows, James Green, boat-
swain's mate; Charles Miller, sailmaker's mate; Peter Hans, ordinary
seaman; William Scott, ordinary seaman; Joseph Fitzpatrick, lands-
man

;
Charles Chapman, landsman, for good conduct throughout the

expedition demand my unqualified commendation. I steered directly
for Bald Head light until in 7 feet of water. I sighted the blockade
runner ashore, I should judge, about 250 yards from the beach. I heard
the sentries passing the word on shore very distinctly, at same time
pulling cautiously toward the blockade runner. Kot seeing anyone
on board I went alongside under her port bow (it being the offshore
side). I boarded her, leaving two men in charge of the boat I then
placed one on watch (my boat's crew armed with cutlasses and pistols).
With the others I went toward the after part of the ship. The first
room I looked into was the pilot house, being forward of all houses on
deck (I having a dark lantern with me). The next rooms were the ship's
galley and storeroom

; there 1 made preparations to light a fire, wetting
the tuel well with turpentine, which I took from the Emma for that
occasion. I then proceeded farther nft into the room over the engines.
Ihe engines were two powerful oscillating engines. I there made ready
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to make auother fire, wetting the fuel with turpentine as before. I then
proceeded farther aft to a mess room ; there I made ready for another fire;

then proceeding farther aft, I came to the captain's cabin, where I made
search for papers to identify the steamer's name. I found some Nassau
newspapers and a receipt for some cargo which had been received on
board at Nassau, which receipt gave me the steamer's name as Ulla.
Themia was, I should judge, a new steamer of above 1,000 tons burden.
She was a side-wheel steamer with two smokestacks and two masts.
There were heavy boxes and barrels about the decks; what they con-
tained I was unable to ascertain, not daring to show a light on deck.
I was unable to get into the ship's hold, it being half full of water. I
then caused some 24-pound shells to be taken out of my boat, which I
took from the Emma, in obedience to your orders, and I placed them as
near the engines as possible (the fuzes being already cut). Having done
all in my power, I deemed it prudent to light my fires and make good
my retreat, which I did as follows : I caused my boat's crew to get into
the boat, excepting Acting Third Assistant Engineer A. L. Churchill
and one man, whom I detained on board to aid me in setting fire to this

ship. I then repaired to the captain's cabin, and there lit the first fire,

then into the mess-room, there lit the second fire, while Acting Third
Assistant Engineer Churchill lit the fire in the engine room. I then
repaired into the ship's galley and there lit the last fire; then, after

making sure that she was well fired, I ordered all the boat's company
into the boat, and getting in myself proceeded out toward the U. S. 8.

Hmma's night station ; arrived on board at 4 : 30 a. m. At this time the
sky was well illuminated by the flames from the blockade-running
steamer Ulla. At this time there was heavy firing from the batteries

on shore at Smith's Island.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Isaac S. Sampson,

Acting Ensign, U. 8. Navy.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. C. Dunn,
Commanding XJ. 8. 8. Emma.

P. S.—I took from the blockade runner Ella seven Enfield rifles with
bayonets and one ship's compass.

Deoembbb, 1864.

Steamer Ella is ashore about IJ miles ofif; draft 6 feet. If she can

be lightened before day the ship can be saved. Can you send a steam-

boat over? She wants a guard, I have refused. Shall I comply? If

you send small boats they will be of service. Let them report here and

I will have a pilot ready.
John J. Hedeiok,

Colonel, Commanding.

General Hubert,
Smithville.

[Tttlegram.]

Smithville, [December 2, 1864.]

Use your discretion about sending a guard. Can send you no boats.

No steamer can be had.
Captain Hardeman.

Colonel Hedbiok.
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[Telegram.]

[Deobmbbb 3, 1864.
J

Send a steamer here to take off crew of Slla.
General H^bebt.

Captain Hardeman,
iHmithville.

[Telegram.]

Bald Head, December 3, [1864]—10 a. m.

The Ulla is ashore IJ miles from shore, opposite the Hill battery or
left of land fronts. She is abandoned. We kee|) the enemy far off, but
their shots reach the ship. She has been strack. She can't be saved.

General H:^bebt.
General Whiting,

Wilmington.

[Telegram.]

Bald Head, December 3, 1864—11 a. m.
The Mia is hulled and full of water. She is lost. The enemy has

reached with his shot to Colonel Hedrick's house. He is still firing

slowly.

General H]6bbrt.
General Whiting,

Wilmington.

[Telegram.]

FoET Monroe, December 4, 1864.
(Received at Washington 5: 45 p. m.)

Can you charter two tugs for me? They will do until 1 can get the
others.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. G, V. Fox,

[Telegram.]

Favy Department, December 4, 1864.

Telegram from Dutch Gap received. Will charter a couple of tugs.
Jeffers and Major Bodman go down to-morrow. Wise promises every-
thing quickly.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

[Telegram.]

Fort Monroe, December 4, 1864.
(Received 6:45.p. m.)

The Young Rover sailed three days ago.
David D. Porter,

ReoAT-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles.
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[Telegram.]

City Point, December 4, 1864—4 p. m.
When can you be ready with our other experiment ! Captain Edson,

ordnance oflScer at Fort Monroe, will place ordnance stores at your
disposal. Time is valuable from the news we get.

B. F. BXTTLEE,

Admiral D. D. Porter.
Major- General.

[Telegram.]

Navy Yard, Norfolk, December 4, 1864.

We are ready for the 150 tons of powder.
Will you give directions to have it bagged ready to go on board!

Davxd D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Major-General B. F. Butler,
Headqimrtera Army of the Jam^s,

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Parker, If. 8.
Navy, regarding measuresfor keeping the James River open.

Hampton Boabs, December 4, 1864.

Sir : The possibility is that the James Eiver may be frozen over all

the way down to Norfolk. It has happened before. As soon as the
cold commences setting in severely you will sheathe the bows of all

the vessels of your division at least 2 feet above water line and extend-
ing aft to the knuckle, or to the curve of the bow.
As the ice begins forming you will keep the vessels moving up and

down the river breaking it up, and enabling the transports to run at
all times. This will be rather a large operation for the few vessels you
have in your division, and you had, therefore, better call on the army
authorities. They have a large number of boats that would be well

adapted for ice breaking, and they are very much interested in keeping
the river free of ice.

Tou must guard all your vessels, coal transports, etc., against run-
ning ice. Sheathe their bows, and have them anchored in places where
ice does not run, and close to a military station, where they can not be
boarded by parties coming oft on the ice.

A closing of the river would be a most serious matter, and you must
adopt every means in time to prevent it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David T>. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.

Commander W. A. Parker,
Commanding Fifth Division, North Atlamtio Squadron, James River.

Report of Commander Dove, U. 8. Navy, commanding naval station,

Beaufort,N.C., regarding movement of vessels to andfrom that place.

Naval Station, Bbauport, N. C, December 4, 1864.

Sir: Agreeably to your order of the 24th ultimo I begin the weekly
report of arrivals and departures.
The arrivals were all for coal and supplies, except the Rhode IsUmd

and her prize, which stopped outside for the mails.
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The Holus is repaired and will take in her coal to-morrow.
The Alabama would have sailed yesterday, but there was not water

enough on the bar. She will go out this morning.
I am glad to report an improved spirit in the blockaders. The Gher-

oTcee, for instance, took in coal enough yesterday by 4 p. m. to go out
with your order to the Vanderbilt. Unlortunately, it was low water just
then, and she could not cross the bar.

The Mattabesett left for Hatteras Inlet yesterday morning at 7, so

that your order of the 30th detaining her did not reach [her] in time.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Benj. M. Dove,

Commander.
Eear-Admiral D. D. Pobtbe,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Truxtun, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Tacony.

Hampton Eoads, December 4, 1864.

Sib : Tou will proceed with the Tacony under your command to Beau-
fort, N. C, and await further orders there.

Very respectfully, yours,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander W. T. Truxtun,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Tacony.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Captain Ridgely, U. 8.
Navy, to proceed on a cruise to Old Bahama Channel.

Hampton Eoads, December 4, 1864.

Sib : Ton will proceed without delay to the Old Bahama Channel and
thereabouts and see if you can not pick up some of the rebel privateers
now fitting out and cruising against our commerce.
Yon will endeavor to return to Beaufort as soon as the 12th, if cir-

cumstances will admit of it.

Very respectfully, yours,

David D. Poeteb,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Captain Daniel B. Eidgbly, TJ. S. Navy,
Commanding V. 8. 8. Shenandoah.

Capture of British steamer Armstrong, December 4, 1864.

Beport of Beai-Admiral Porter, V. 8. Navy.

NoBTH Atlantic Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Malvern,

Gosport [Norfolk] Navy Yard, December 9, 1864.
SiB: I have the honor to report the capture, on the 4th instant, of

the British blockade-running steamer Armstrong,\a,stfrom Wilmington,
with a cargo of cotton, part of which was thrown overboard in the
endeavor to escape; 133 bales of it were picked up the next day. The
B. R. Cuyler, Gettysburg, and Mackinaw chased and participated in the
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capture of the steamer, and the two first uamed, with the Montgomery,
iu the capture of the cotton thrown overboard.
The Armstrong is a fine, new steamer; for a description of her I

respectfully refer you to the reports of the commanders of the E. B.
Cuyler and Gettysburg, which will be forwarded to you.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Poeter,
Bear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

BspoTt of lieutenant Lamaon, IT. 8. ITavy, oommanding V. S. S. Gettysburg.

TJ. S. S. Getttsbukg,
At Sea, Lat. 33° 10' if., Long. 75° 10' W., December 4, 1864.

Sib: I have the honor to report that at 11 a. m. to- day, in latitude
32° 38' N., longitude 78° 01' W., we sighted black smoke bearing N. N. E.,

and soon made out a blockade runner with a vessel in chase, which
prove d to be the U. S. S. B. B. Cuyler, Commander Caldwell. The chase
now changedhis coursetoward the Cuyler toavoid us. About 11 : 25 a. m.
sighted another vessel bearing W. N. W., which proved to be the U. S. 8.

MacMnaw, Commander Beaumont, steering directly for this vessel. I

immediately ran up my ensign and numbers, and as the distance was
too great to make them out, fired a gun toward him to let him know I

was a cruiser, when he changed his course toward the chase. At 12

m. the chase bore N. by E. J B., the Cuyler N. E. by N., and the Mack-
inaw W. by S. At this time we exchanged numbers and signals with
the MacMnaw, and by 12 : 30 passed ahead of her and across her bow,
leaving her astern apparently at the rate of IJ to 2 miles per hour.

We were now rapidly drawing up with the chase, which kept away more
toward the Cuyler. Opened fire from the30-pounder Panott, the shells

apparently falling near the chase; those from the Cuyler falling on both
sides of her. At 2 p. m. the chase hove to. At this time the bearings

and approximate distances of the difi'erent vessels from the Gettysburg

were as follows: Prize, N. by E. i E., 3 miles; B. B. Cuyler, N. E.^ E.

2i miles ; MacMnaw, 8. R. E., 3 miles. The prize proved to be the Arm-
strong, -with cotton fromWilmington to Kassau ; she is an iron side-wheel

steamer, 230 [feet] long, 26 feet beam, with four engines of 50 horse-

power each. The capture took place in about latitude 33° 10' N".,

longitude 78° 10' W. During the chase the Gettysburg averaged 13j

knots per hour.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. H. Lamson,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Beport of Lieutenant Lamion, V. S. Havj, regarding cotton picked np by the V. S. steamen

Oettyaboig and B. B. Cuyler.

U. S. S. Getttsbubo,
At Sea, Lat. at meridian 33° 54' N., Long, at meridian 77° 48' W.,

December 5, 1864.

SiE: I have the honor to report that I have this day picked up 62

bales of cotton in company with the U. 8. S. B. B. Cuyler, the boats

and crews of the two vessels working together.
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This cotton is supposed to be that thrown overboard from the block-

ade runner Armstrong, captured yesterday.

Commander CaldweU, of the B. B. Cuyler, being the senior oflftcer, has

taken charge of the cotton. No other vessel was in signal distance.

I am, sir, verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. H. Lamson,

Lieutenant, Commanding.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

BepoTt of Commander Caldwell, V. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. E. E. Cuyler.

IT. S, S. E. E. OUTLEE,
Lat. (D. B.) sap 57' N., Long. 77° 53' W., December 4, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that at 8 : 20 a. m., December 4, 1864,

in latitude 32° 20' N., longitude 77° 53' W. (by dead reckoning), sighted

and gave chase to a steamer burning black smoke and bearing W. by N.
At 10 : 30 a. m. the Gettysburg hove in sight and headed the runner off,

who changed her course from W. S. W. to F. W., with the intention of

doubling around this vessel. We changed our course to cut her off, and
at 12 had her near enough to open fire on her with our rifle gun. Sev-
eral shot took effect, and one shell, passing through the starboard side,

exploded in the cabin aud set her on fire. At 2 o'clock p. m. the vessel
hove to and we took possession of her, she proving to be the English-
built vessel Armstrong, an iron steamer of about 630 tons (old measure-
ment), built in September, 1864. Length, 232 feet; beam, 26J feet;

depth, 10J feet; four engines of SO-horsepower each. She left Wil-
mington on her second trip for Nassau in company with another runner
on the night of the 3d. She was loaded with 743 bales of cotton, about
300 of which they report being thrown overboard. She had also on
freight about $25,000 in Confederate scrip. At the time of the capture
the prize bore N. W.by N., distant 2 miles, the Oettysburg\i&a,viag S. W.,
distant 3 miles, and in signal distance, and the Mackinaw S. by E., dis-

tant 6 miles. The Mackinaw hove in sight about 1 1 o'clock a. m.,bearing
forward of the beam, but owing to the greater speed of all the other
vessels, she was nearly astern when the capture was made. During the
chase the Cwyierwas going 13J to 13f knots per hour—the prize aboutl3.
The Gettysburg headed the prize, so that in attempting to cross our

bows she got into the trough of the sea, rolling heavily, and to this fact
I attribute our early capture of the vessel.
The only ship's paper found on board was the contract with the

builders for constructing the vessel, signed (July 5, 1864) by Thos.
Wingate & Co., Glasgow.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. B. Caldwell,

Oommander.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, J). G.

Additional report of Commander Caldwell, V. S. Navy, commanding TI. 8. 8. S. E. Cuyler,
forwarding prize lists of tiiat vesseL

U. S. S. E. E. Cuyler,
Gosport Navy Yard, Va., December 13, 1864.

Sir : Enclosed herewith I have the honor to forward prize lists of the
U. 8. S. B. B. Ouyler for the capture of the steamer Armstrong on
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December 4, and the picking up of two lots—one of 62 bales and the
other of 71 bales—of cotton on December 5, 1864.

I have also to add (having omitted it in my previous report) that -we
continued the search for cotton on the 6th instant without success.
The Armstrong cost in Glasgow £35,000 ($175,000).
I took from the person of the master and purser $4,400 in American

gold, which I sent under seal to the judge of the United States district
court for the port of New York, together with the $25,000 of Confed-
erate bonds (cotton bonds).

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. H. B. OAIiDWELL,

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Gommander.

Extract from the Jonmal of the V. S. S. Uaokinaw, December 4, 1864.

U. 8. S. Mackinaw,
At Sea, December 4, 1864.

Sunday.—^Weather moderate; wind from the westward. At 2 a. m.
prize castoff and proceeded on her course to Beaufort. At 9 boarded the
hvig HattieH. Wheeler,from Cardenas forNew Tork, with cargoofsugar.
At 11: 20 saw black smoke off port beam; boreupforit, steering S. by E.
under all sail and steam. At 11 : 40 discovered a long, white steamer
with two funnels to the eastward ; at the sametime made out the steamer
burning black smoke to be the Gettysburg. We kei)t gradually chang-
ing our course up to as high as N. by W., thus keeping the chase from
escaping to windward and all the time gaining on her. We fired sev-

eral shots at her from our forward rifle, the shots generally going
over her. We discovered a sail to leeward of the Gettysburg, in chase
also, and firing. At 1 : 55 p. m. the chase hove to and stopped her
engines, at which time the bearings of the vessels from each other were
about as follows: The Gettysburg about one and one-half points off

starboard bow; the chase about three points off starboard bow, 2J miles
distant, and the B. U. Guyler three points forward of starboard beam, 3
miles off. At 2 : 10 stopped and sent a boat on board the prize, which
proved to be the Armstrong, from Wilmington, with cargo of cotton,

bound to Nassau. At 5: 40 picked up two bales cotton. Latitude 32°
52' N., longitude 78° 12' W.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Gommander Macomb, U. 8.

Navy, to attempt the capture of party of Confederates en route to

Smithfield, N. G.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Malvern, Hampton Roads, December 4, 1864.

Sir : I have received information that a party of 65 sailors, 200 bar-

rels of powder, and a train are going to Smithfield. See if you can not
capture them. 1 think they are going to the ram.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
Commander W. H. Macomb,

Gommanding District of the Sounds, Plymouth, N. G.
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Report of Bear-Admiral Porter^ U. 8, l^avy^ transmitting list of vessels

and their stations in the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Flagship Malveen,
Norfolk Navy Tardy Ya,j December 5, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose the semimonthly list of vessels in

the l^orthAtlanticSquadron,withtheircommandiugofficers and present

stations.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,

David D. Pobteb,
Bear-Admiraly Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, 0,

[Enclosure.]

Semimonthly liai of vessels comprising the North Atlantic Squadron, ^cith their command-
ing officers and present station.

Kame of vessel. CommandiDg officer. FreseDt station.

Agawam
Alabama
Anemoue
Alert
Atlanta
Aries
Aagnsta
Arietta
Albemarle (hulk)
Berberry
Britannia
Banshee
Bignonia
Belle
Bazely (now Beta)
Brooklyn
Ganouicns
Ghicopee
Clematis
Commodore Hull
Cerea
Cherokee
Calypso
Cambridge
Commodore Barney
Colorado
Cactus
Commodore Morris ....

Crusader ,

Commodore Perry
Cuyler,.R.R
Chippewa
Cohasset
Clinton
Dumbarton
Delaware
Dawn
Daylight
Dictator ,

Dacotah
Emma
Eolus
Eutaw
Fort Jackson
Florida
Fort Donelaon
Fahkee
Grand Gulf
Gettysburg
Governor Buckingham
General Putnam
Granite
Glance
Howqnah
Huron
Hunchback
H.Brinker

Commander A. C. Bhind
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant F. Smith
Acting Ensign W.C.Borden
Acting Ensign J. Bishop
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. J. Woodward.
Acting Master F. S. Wells
Commander T. G. Corbin
Commander B. M. Dove

Acting Ensign M. Griffith
Acting Volunteer Lientenant Saml. Huse
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. H. Garfield

.

Acting Volunteer Lientenant W. D. Roath . .

.

Captain J. Aldeu
Lieutenant-Commander Belknap
Commander A. D. Harrell
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. D. Bruner . . .

,

Acting Master F. Josselyn
Acting Master H. H. Foster
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. E. Dennison.
Acting Master F. D. Stuart
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. F. Nickels
Acting Volunteer LieutenantG. B. Livingston,
Commodore H. K. Thatcher
Acting Master and Pilot J. Evans
Acting Master R. G. Lee
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant P. Hays
Acting Volunteer Lieubenaut A. P. Foster
Commander [C. H.B.I Caldwell
Lieutenant-Commander Weaver ,

Acting Ensign [G. B. [ Griffin
Acting Ensign F.J. Runnells
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant H. Brown .

Acting Master J. H. Eldridge
ActingMaster J. A.Jackaway
Acting Master H. A. Phelon
Commodore John Bodgers

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. C. Dunn.
Acting Master W. O. Lundt
Lieutenant-Commander H. C Blake
Captain B. F. Sands

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. Pickering .

Acting Master F. R. Webb

Lieutenant R. H. Lamson
Acting Volunteer Lientenant J. MacDlarmid.
Acting Master H. H. Savage
Acting Master E. Boomer
Acting Master's Mate W. H.Bolton
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. W. Balch
Lientenant-Commander T. 0. SelfHdge
Lieutenant J.Fyffe
Acting Ensign J. H. Kerens

Norfolk Navy Tard.
Wilmington.

Do.
James River.
Newport News.
Wilmington.
Not reported.
Sounds, North Carolina.

Do.
Wilmington.

Do.
Do.
Do.

Sounds, North. Carolina
Do.

Hampton Roads.
James River.
Wilmington, N. C.

Do.
Sounds, North Caridina
Wilmington.

Do.
New York.
Norfolk Navy Xard.
James River.
Hampton Rc»ads.

Do.
James River.
York River.
James River.
Wilmington.
Oflf Wilmington.
Norfolk Navy Yard.

Do.
Oflf Wilmington
James River.

Do.
Do.

Not reported.
Do.

Off Wilmington.
Wilmington,
J ames Kiver.
Wilmington.
Not reported.
Wilmington.

Not reported.
Olf Wilmington.

Do.
James River.
Hatteras Inlet.
York Kiver.
Wilmington.

Do.
James River.

Do.
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Semimonthly list of vessels comprising the North Atlaniio Squadron, with their command-
ing officers and present station—Continued.

27ame of Teasel. Commanding officer. Present station.

Heliotrope
Hoyt
Hetzel
Harcourt
Iosco
Jnnlata
James Adger
I. N.Seymour
Kansas'
Keystone State
Lilian
Louisiana
Launch ISo.i
Launch Ko.5
LanncbKo.8
Lockwood
Lilac
Little Ada
Monticello
Maomee
Mohican
Minnesota
Mackinaw
Massssoit
Monnt Vernon
Moccasin
Matl^hesett
Monteoroery
Maralanza...
Morse
Miami
Mendota
Mount'Washington
Mystic
Monadnock
Mahopac
Martin
Mercedita
Malvem
Ilyack
Nansemond
Kerens
Niphon
New Ironsides
New Berne
Osceola
Onondaga
Otsego
Phlox
Powhatan
Peqnot
Pawtnxet
Picket boats ITos. 1, 2,

3, 4, 6, and 6 changed
to—

Alpha
Beta ....

Gamma
Delta
Epsilon
Zet*

Acting Ensign -Tames N. Norman .

Acting Ensign H. U. Twambly
Acting Master G. B. Thompson

Commander J. Guest
Captain 'W. R. Taylor
Commander T. H. Patterson .

Ltentenant-Commander P. G. TVatmough . .

.

Commander Kolando
Acting Volauteer Lieutenant T. A. Harris .

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant F. M. Green .

.

Acting Voluuteer Lieutenant 1). A. Campbell.
Llentenant-Coramander Jas. Parker
Commander D. Ajmmen
Commodore J. Lanman
Commander J. C. Beaumont
Commander B. T. Renshaw
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. Trathen
Acting Ensign "W. G.Upton
Commander 5. C. Febiger
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Commander E. H. Fancon .

.

Lieutenant-Commander G. W. Tonng

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant G. W. Graves .

Commander E. T. Nichols
Actln, Master H. H. Haynie
Acting Master W.'Wrlglit
Commander E. G.Parrott
Lieutenant-Commander J. M. Prlchett
ActingEnsignM. B. Ames
Llentenaut'Commander M. Haxtun
Lieutenant W. B. Gushing
Lientenant'Commander Newman
Acting Ensign J. H. Porter
Commander J. C. Howell -

Acting Master E.Kemble
Commodore W. Radford

Commander J. M. B. Clitz

Commander W. A. Parker
Lieutenant-Commander H. N. T. Arnold.
Acting EnsignJD. F.] O'Brien.
CommanderJ. P. Schenck
Lieutenant'Comraander D. L. Braine
Commander J. H, Spotts

Acting Ensign H. F. Curtis

.

Acting Ensign E. M. Boggs

.

Quaker City
Rhode Island
Release
Renshaw
Seneca
State of Georgia..
Saco
Shenandoah
Susquehanna
Santiago de Cuba

.

Stepping Stones .

.

Samuel Botan .

Sangns
Shamrock
Sabine
Shokokon
Sassacus
St. Lawrence ..

Tallapoosa

Acting Ensign CWm.l Clarke.
W.F.SpicerCommander i

Commander [S.D.] Trenchard .

Acting Ensign C. H. Beckshofft.

Lieutenant-Commander M. Sicard .

Lieutenant-Commander J. G. Walker

.

Captain D. B. Ridgely
Commdore S. W. Godon
Captain O. S. Glisson

Acting Master W. G. Nutting
Commander E. R. Colhonn
Commander W. H. Macomb
Lientenant-Commander R. B. Lowry .....

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. B. Sheldon.
Lieutenant-Commander J. L. Davis
Commander D. Lynch
Llentenant-Coramander DeHaven

Hampton Roads.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Norfolk Navy Yard.

Do.
Hampton Roads.

Not reported.
Hampton Roads.
Wilmington.

Do.
Do.

Navy Yard, Norfolk.
James River.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Not reported.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Beaufort.
"Wilmington.

Do.
Do.
Do.

Hampton Roada.
Wilmington.
James River.
Wilmington.

Sounds, North Carolina.
Wilmington.

Do.
Not reported.
James River.

Do.
Norfolk Navy Yard.
York River.
Hampton Roads.
James River.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Baltimore.
Hampton Roads.
Wilmington.

Do.
Not reported.
Boston.
Hampton Roada.
Supply steamer.
WUmfngton.
James River.
Sounds, North Carolina.
tTames River.
Hampton Roads.
Wilmington.

Do.

James River.
Sounds. North Carolina.

James River.
Do.
Do.
Do.

Norfolk Navy Yard.
Wilmington.

Do.
Beaufort.
Sounds, North Corollna.
Norfolk Navy Yard.
Not reported.
Guard ship, Hampton Roads.
Off the Banamas.
Hampton Roads.
Wilmington.
Transferred to Potomac flo.

tilia.

York River.
James River.
Sounds, North Carolina.

Norfolk.
Beaufort.
Norfolk.

Do.
Boston.
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Semimonthly U$t of vesaela comprising the North Atlantic Squadron, with their command-
ing officers and present station—Continued.

Name of vessel. Commanding officer. Present station.

Tnsoarora
Tristram Shandy

.

Taoony
Ticonaeropa
TTnadilla
Unit
Vanderbilt
Victoria
Ticksburg
Valley City
Vance. A. D
Wabash
Wildemesa
"Wyalnsinff
Whitehead
Wyandotte
Tonng America .

.

Tonng Rover
Tantic
Zouave

Commander J. 3f. Frailey
Acting Volnnteer Lieut. fEdward F.] Devena.
Lient-enant-Commander W. T. Truxtan
Captain C. Steedman
Lieutenan t-Commander F. M. Ramsay
Acting Ensign C'.B. Parry
Captain C. W. Picliering
Acting Ensign W. Moody
Lientenant-Commander F. H. Baker
Acting Master J. A. J. Brooks
Lieutenant-Commander J. H. Upshur
Captain M.Smith
Acting Master H. Arey
Lieutenant-Commander E. English
Acting Master G.W. Barrett
Acting Master T. W. Sheer
Acting Ensign and Pilot [Oliver] Lasher

Lieutenant-Commander T. C. Harris.

Wilmington.
Do.

Soands, North Carolina.
Hampton Roads.
Wilmington.
Norfolk, Va.
Wilmington,
Navy Yard, Norfolk.
Hampton Roads.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Wilmington.
Hampton Roads.
Wilmington.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Norfolk Navy Yard.
Guard ship, Norfolk.
Norfolk Navy Yard.
Delaware Breakwater.
Wilmington.
Hampton Roads.

Very respectfally,

David D. Pobtee,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

[Telegram.]

NoEPOLK, December 5, 1864.

I am all ready and shall call on the ordnance officer at Fort Monroe
for material.

Beardslee was the man I wanted, not Berney. I have found him.
Bavid D, Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
Major-General B. F. Butler,

Dutch Gap, Va.

m.

[Telegram.]

Butler's Headquarters,
December 5, 1864—11:20 a. ...

Please have at once all the powder of which I spoko to you put in
sand bags or flour sacks ready for shipment. You will see Admiral
Porter on the subject. You will get the bags of the engineer depart-
ment at Fortress Monroe. If not, notify me by telegram.

Benj. F. Butler,
Major- General, Commanding.

Captain Edson.

[Teldgrani.]

Navy Department, December 5, 1864.
One tug obtained at Baltimore, another at Philadelphia, will be sent

immediately. Letter of introduction sent, which, when found, retain.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary of Navy.

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Oomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.
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Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Graves, U. 8. Navy, making sug-

gestiona after an inspection of light-houses,

U. S, S. ]\riAMi,

Aiken's Landing, Va., December 5, 1864.

SiB: T have to report that, iu obedience to your order of the 30th
ultimo, I proceeded on the U. S. S. Henry Brinker, and inspected the
light-houses in this command and hereto append the report.*

The light keepers are all supplied with copies of the rules and regu-
lations from the Light-House Board. In regard to means of defense,

I would suggest that each lighthouse should be supplied with a few
hand grenades, and repeating or breech-loading rifles, with bayonets to

beat off any boats attacking them ; also with some rockets to signalize

to the gunboats in case of an attack, a plan of which I append.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. W. Graves,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding U. S. S, Miami.

Commander William A. Parker,
Commanding Fifth Division North Atlantic Squadron.

[Enclosure.]

Signals to he used hy the keepers of light-hotiaea in the Fifth Division North Atlantic

Squadron.

On discovery of the approach of an enemy, the light-house keeper to

display a blue rocket.

If the enemy retreat, or are beaten off, the light-house keeper to dis-

play a red and blue rocket.

The above signals, when seen by any gunboat, to be answered by a

white and red rocket.

[TelegTam.]

Norfolk, Va., December 5, 1864.

(Keceived 9 a, m., December 6.)

Spuyten Duyvil and launch No. 6 have arrived. Had to put Spuyten

Duyvil in the dock ; she will be ready in a day.
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles.

[Telegram.]

Flagship Malvern,
Norfolk, December 5, 1864.

Please send, without delay, 60 more obstruction shells, with wires 200

feet long, for the Spuyten Duyvil.
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.

Bear-Admiral Gregory,
United States Motel, New York City, N. T.

*Not necesBary to publish.
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Report of Commander Macomb, U. 8. Naty, commanding District of the

Sounds, regarding various matters.

Albemarle SotrND, North Carolina, December 5, 186^.

Admiral : I liave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let-

ter of the Ist instant, enclosing a copy of a letter to General Butler,

and of two of the 30th ultimo.

In obedience to the directions of the letter of the Ist December, I am
now on my way to New Berne to communicate with General Palmer.

I left Plymouth at 11 o'clock a. m. in the army steamer John Farron.

The schooner Mary Elizabeth will be sent to you to-day with three

IX-inch Dahlgren guns and some 32pounder8 (captured at Plymouth)
and their carriages, etc., and probably some captured ammunition.

I do not think that the Commodore Hull and Ceres, the only two light-

draft vessels I have in a serviceable condition, will be sufi6cient for the

purpose mentioned in your communication of the 1st instant, and I

respectfully request more vessels of that kind. I shall, however, do my
best as it is.

Eespectfully, etc., W. H. Macomb,
Commander, Commanding District Sounds.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter, etc.

Engagement with Mowlett's battery, December 5 and 6, 1864.

Beport of Sear-AdmiTal Porter, MS. 8. Navy, tranimitting report of Cbief Engineer Feake, V. S.

Navy.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Malvern, Qosport Navy Yard, December 8, 1864.

Sir : In an engagement on the 5th instant with the monitors against
the enemy's batteries up the James, where our fire was very effective,

the Saugus was struck once in the turret with a solid Brooke rifle shot
which completely disabled the turret. The causes will be explained in
a letter herewith enclosed, which I directed the chief engineer to write
for your information.
The turret of the Saugus is one of the best [turrets] of the ironclads,

with the exception of the plan of putting in the bolts.

We can repair the vessel here if the engineer's plan is adopted and
make her better than ever.

The Mahopac was struck six times without receiving any damage.
Our firing was very good, but I have not received Commander Par-

ker's report.

It was fortunate [that] the occurrence took place here instead of at
Wilmington. It is calculated that ten such shot would destroy the
turret, so many bolts having been broken and thrown out by one shot.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy,

[Enclosure.]

Flagship Malvern,
Norfolk Navy Yard, December 8, 1864.

Sir: In the engagement of the 5th instant with Hewlett's battery,
and the Saugus, the latter was struck twice, once in the side armor the
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other iu the turret by 7-mch Brooke rifle shot, resulting in damages as
reported in survey held on the 6th instant. On the following day the
Mahopac was struck five times without receiving any damage, her
turret having a number of bolts in each sheet put in from the outside
tapering before leaving port, while those of the Saugus were put in
from the inside and not filling the holes or drawing the sheets together
as would be done if put in from the outside tapering. The third sheet
from outside of turret being left larger than the others, it was sup-
posed in riveting bolts they would upset in that place and form a
shoulder that would prevent bolts driving in, which is not the case,
there being no shoulder formed at that place.
From the effects of this shot and one received iu June last (of which

a report was made), in my opinion, ten similar shots would entirely
loosen the sheets and render the turret useless.

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,

John L. Peake,
Acting Chief Engineer, U. 8. Navy.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Pobtee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Beport of Commander Parker, IT. S. Navy, commanding Fifth Siviaion.

U. S. Monitor Onondaga,
Dutch Cap, James Biver, December 7, 1864.

Sir : I have to report that I engaged yesterday and the day before
the batteries at Howlett's house and opposite the anchorage with the
four monitors. I witnessed the fight at the foot of the Signal Tower
in obedience to your order.
The Mahopac and the Saugus were struck several times by shot from

Howlett's batteries, but none of the crews were wounded.
The enemy used heavy shot, apparently 150-pounder rifle and X-inch

columbiad. The damage done to the monitors can be easily repaired,
I think, and they are ready for immediate service.

The battery at Howlett's house affords an excellent opportunity for

target practice, being on a hill visible from the ship, but the field bat-
teries can only be fired at by signal from the fort or Signal Tower
opposite to the ship.

The fire from the monitors was good and accurate generally, but we
were unable to silence the enemy; that from the Saugus on the 6th
instant was particularly excellent, eliciting expressions of admiration
from the army ofScers present, as her XV-inch shot struck the parapet
and exploded inside the fort at nearly every discharge. I will send on
the detailed report as soon as it can be prepared.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wm. a. Parker,

Commanding Fifth Division.

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Commander Colhonn, V. 8, Navy, commanding IT. S. S. Saogns.

U. S. Ironclad Steamer Saugus,
Dutch Gap, James Biver, Virginia, December 6, 1864.

Sir : In the engagement on the 6th instant with Howlett's battery
we took position just below the obstructions in Trent's Beach, distant

N w R—VOL 11 10
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from the battery about 2,100 yards. We fired 40 10-second shells,

nearly all of which exploded iu or over the battery. The enemy fired

at us 32 shots from two guns, one a X-inch columbiad, the other a 7-inch

Brooke rifle. We were struck twice by the latter, once on the turret

and once on the side armor on starboard bow, just below the surface of

the water. The hit on the turret was a severe one, breaking five of the

2-inch bolts which secure the base ring to the turret. Thirty-six of

the turret bolts are broken and forty others are started, probably a
number of them being fractured. I am satisfied that blow was not
more severe than some received by the Weehawken when under my
command off Charleston, the effect of which was some eight or ten
bolts broken, showing the great superiority of the original plan of
securing the turret plates. The shot which struck on the side armor
did no damage.
To-day we fired at the batteries opposite Dutch Gap. As they could

not be seen from the Saugus, I directed the firing by signal from Bat-
tery Sawyer. The practice was good. The enemy returned our fire

with a X-inch columbiad, and used a 200-pounder Parrott against Bat-
tery Sawyer.
We were not struck. We expended 23 10-second shell and 7

10-second shrapnel.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

BdMD. li. GOLHOUN,
Commander.

Commander Wm. A. Pabeeb,
Commanding Fifth Division.

BepoTt of Commander Colhoan, IT, S. Kavy, transmitting report of practice with Hewlett's
battery.

U. S. Ibonolad Steamer Sauous,
Butch Gap, James River, Virginia. December 6, 1864.

Sib : Herewith enclosed is a report of our practice with Howlett's
battery on the 5th instant. It is made by request of the Assistant
Secretary of the Navy several months since, previous to your assuming
command of the N^orth Atlantic Squadron.

I have reported to Commander William A. Parker, commanding
Fifth Division, this engagement and the one to-day with the batteries
opposite Dutch Gap.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Bdmd. K. Colhoun,

Commander.
Eear-Admiral David D. Pobtee,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

[Encloaiire.

)

XJ. S. Ibonolad Steamer Saugus,
Dutch Cap, James River, Virginia, December 5, 1864.

SiB: I have the honor to report the engagement to-day with How-
lett's battery. We fired from the two XViuch guns 14 shells in
twenty-seven and one-half minutes, or at the rate of 30 per hour.
The estimated distance was 2,100 yards, and the elevation of the

guns 7J degrees. We fired two points on the starboard bow, turning
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the turret after each discharge of the guus ten points, or 105 degrees.
The aim was deliberate and the firing good, as nearly every shell
exploded in or over the battery. Commander William A. Parker, com-
manding Fifth Division, who had a good position on shore to observe,
said he had not seen better practice. There was so little wind that the
smoke from No. 1 delayed the firing of No. 2 gun. If there had been a
breeze^ we could have fired 36 shells per hour.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

BDMD. fi. OOLHOUN,
Commander.

Hon. GrbEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

BepoTt of board of surrey on the V. S. S. Saugtu.

U. S. IBONOLAD SATTGUS,
Jamsa River, Virginia, December 6, 1864.

See : In obedience to your order of this date to report upon the nature
and extent of the injury to the turret of this vessel, received from a
shot fired from Howlett's battery on the 5th instant, would respectfully
report: This vessel was struck from a distance of about 2,100 yards by
what appeared to have been a solid wrought-iron shot from aBrooke rifle,

indenting the turret about 3 inches and at about 20 inches above the
base ring, near the edge of the sheet. The fracture extended through
to the edge of the sheet, with cracks of about 6 inches in length, radi-

ating from the center of the indentation.

The inside sheet is bulged inward about 2J inches, with two large
fractures clear through the sheet, one 12 inches and the other about 20
inches in length.
Five of the large 2-inch bolts are broken in the base ring, while 36

of the turret bolts are broken, and 40 others are started and probably
some of them fractured.

The entire sheet on one edge is started from the base ring to top of

turret, and at one spot is about 3 inches out of place.

From the appearance of the bolts they seem to have been injured by
overheating, and we attribute the large number broken to the peculiar

construction of the turret.

Very respectftilly, your obedient servants,
Bdmd. E. Oolhotjn,
Commander, U. 8. Navy.
Alex. Henderson,

Chief Engineer, U. S. Navy.
John L. Peake,

Acting Chief Engineer, U. 8. Navy.

Commander Wm. A. Parker,
Commanding Fifth Division, James River, Virginia.

BepoTt of lieutenant-Commander Belknap, IT. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Canonious.

U. S. S. Canonious,
Dutch Oap, James River, Virginia, December 5, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that in obedience to your order I

opened fire this afternoon, in company with the Mahopac, upon the line
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of rebel works extending across from Devil's Elbow to a point on the

river abreast Farrar's Island.

The rebel batteries could not be seen from our position in the river,

but by your direction I went on shore at the signal station near Battery

Sawyer, and directed the fire of the two vessels by signal.

After the range and direction had been obtained, the practice was
tolerably good. The distance was about 2,300 yards, and the expendi-

ture of projectiles from this ship was 21 shells and 1 cored shot.

The enemy fired only two guns in reply, their shells exploding over
and beyond Battery Sawyer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Geo. B. Belknap,

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Commander Wm. A. Pabkee,
Comdg. U. 8. 8. Onondaga, Fifth Div. North Atlantic Squadron.

Second report of Lieatenant-Commander Bellmap, JS. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Canonicns.

U. S. S. Canonictjs,
Dutch Gap, James River, Virginia, December 6, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that in obedience to your orders
I moved up to the obstructions this afternoon, below Hewlett's bat-
tery, and engaged that work at a distance of about 2,200 yards.

I ceased firing from the right gun at the seventh round, the upper
portion of the outer plate of the turret having been forced out 1 inch
and 8 boltheads broken off by the blast of the gun.
At the twenty-fourth fire, the tide having become slack, I withdrew

from action. Our practice seemed to be very good. The rebel battery
replied spiritedly to our fire, firing in all 44 shot and shell; fortunately
none of them struck this vessel.

We expended 24 shells, 10-second fuze.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Geo, B. Belknap,

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Commander Wm. A. Parker,
Comdg. U. 8. 8. Onondaga, Fifth Div. North Atlantic Squadron.

Beport of Lieutenant-Commander Potter, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Mahopao.

D". S. Ironclad Mahopao,
James Eiver, Virginia, December 7, 1864.

Sir: I have to report that this vessel moved up yesterday, in obedi-
ence to your order, to attack Hewlett's battery. At 2:20 p. m.
anchored on starboard beam of the Ganonicus, estimated distance from
battery 2,100 yards; opened with 10 second shell, giving greatest ele-
vation. Fired 6 shell with partial success, 50 pounds of powder, carry-
ing over, and 35 falling short. There were two reasons for our slowness
of fire; we were directly to leeward of the Canonicus and her smoke
greatly troubled us; and the straps of the shell gave way, so that three
had to be sent below after reaching the muzzles of the guns.
We were struck by five projectiles, one round shot breaking a deck-

plate over the cabin and deck between the beams, striking the turret
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very uearly square, breaking off one bolthead, starting plate in and
cracking it slightly outside; inside, cracked plate, broke off one bolt-

head, and started upper fastenings of pilaster. A rifle shot glanced
from turret, struck the deck abeam of turret, breaking one turret bolt-

head and one on deck. A rifle shot struck the deck on overhang aft,

carrying away port warping chock. A round shot through musket
screen of tuiTet. A round shot passed half its diameter through top of
musket screen and struck the pilot house square a little above its base,
breaking one bolthead off outside; inside, breaking off two boltheads,
starting ten others, cracking inside plate badly, and forcing the point
opposite the point of impact in very much.
The rifled projectiles were, I thiuk, 7^ or 8 inches and the round shot

10 inches in diameter. The depth of the indentation on turret of the
square hit is 1 f-g inches, that of the pilot house is 2^ inches. The shot
striking fairly broke into many pieces ; that against pilot house covered
turret with fragments, the largest weighing 22 pounds 6 ounces, many
small ones [falling] through gratings into turret; that against turret

throwing fragments on board the Ganonicus. Shot struck all around
us and a number between the two vessels, lying so close that at one
time their sterns touched. A few miuutes after 3 we hove short and
backed down the river to our anchorage, the Ganonicus having pre-

ceded us. We are at work repairing the deck plate, and I would rec-

ommend that the repairs be completed before the vessel is sent to sea,

as it will make a bad leak.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Edwd. E. Pottee,

lAeutenant-Gommander, U. S. Navy.
Commander W. A. Pabkeb,

Commanding Fifth Division North Atlantic Squadron.

[Telegram.]

Office Southern Telegkaph Oompanies,
Sancoch's, [December] 5, 1864.

(Eeceived December 6.)

We have had a lively fight at Dautzler with the ironclads all the

evening.
The 7-inch gun has been most active.

Struck the ironclads four or five times.

The dents are apparent and men are seen working on them.. All the

land and mortar batteries opened. General Pickett asks that you send

it as many wrought-iron bolts as possible.

Distance 2,;i00 yards.
B. Ct. Leitch,

[Captain].

Commander J. M. Bbooke,
C. S. Navy.

Order of Lieutenant- General Grant, IT. 8. Army, to Major- General

Butler, U. 8. Army, regarding expedition against Fort Fisher, N. C.

Headqtjaeteks Armies of the United States,
City Point, Va., December 6, 1864.

General: The first object of the expedition under General Weitzel

is to close to the enemy the port of Wilmington. If successful in
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this, the second will be to capture Wilmington itself. There are reason-

able grounds to hope for success, if advantage can be taken ot the

absence of the greater part of the enemy's forces now looking alter

Sherman in Georgia. The directions you have for the numbers and

equipment of the expedition are all right, except in the unimportant

matter of where they embark and the amount of entrenching tools to

be taken. The obiect of the expedition will be gained by eftecting a

landing on the mainland between Cape Feai- Uiver and the Atlantic

north of the north entrance to the river. Should such landing be

effected whilst the enemy still hold Fort Fisher and the batteries

guarding the entrance to the river, then the troops should intrench

themselves, and by cooperating with the Navy effect the reduction and

capture of those places. These in our hands, the Navy could enter the

harbor and the port of Wilmington would be sealed. Should Fort

Fisher and the point of land on which it is built fall into the hands of

our troops immediately on landing, then it will be worth the attempt to

capture Wilmington by forced march and surprise. If time is con-

sumed in gaining the first object of the expedition, the second will

become a matter of after consideration. The details for execution are

intrusted to yon and the officer immediately in command of the troops.

Should the troops under General Weitzel fail to effect a landing at or

near Fort Fisher they will be returned to the army operating against

Eichmond without delay.
U. S. Grant,

Lieutenant- General.

Major-General B. F. Butler,
Commanding Army of the James.

[Telegrftin.}

Butler's Headquarters, December 6, 1864.

What day can we start from the fortress ? I wish not to keep troops

on board transports a day longer than possible, as it will take some
days to reach Savannah anyway. Is there anything I can aid you in!

Benj. F. Butler,
Major-Oeneral Command^-y.

Admiral Porter.

[Telegram.]

GospoRT [Norfolk] Navy Yard, December 6, 1864.

Your telegram is received. The vessels to carry the ammunition
will be ready in the morning, completely fitted.

The ordnance officer at Fortress Monroe is doing everything he can
to expedite matters. Most of our ammunition is here and will com-
mence loading up to-morrow.

I will report progress to morrow evening so that you can make your
calculations when to embark.

I think I can, by tomorrow, tell you within an hour when we can be
ready. We are ready in every other respect.

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Major-General B. F. Butler,
Dutch Gap, Va.
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[Telegram.]

GosPORT [Norfolk] Navy Yard, December 6, 1864.

Keep the three monitors ready to move down at a moment's notice.
See that each has her pilot to brin^ them as far as the roads.

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Sqtiadron.

Commander "W. A. PARKER,
Gomg. Fifth Division North Atlantic Squadron, James River,

[Telegram.]

Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy Department, Washington City, December 6, 1864—3 : 30 p. m.

A torpedo apparatus and 50 torpedoes have this day been forwarded
from the ordnance yard here by an army transport to the care of the
senior officer at Fortress Monroe.

H. A. Wise,
Chief of Bureau.

Commander D. Lynch,
U. S. Ship St. Lawrence, off Norfolk, Va.

Report ofLieutenant-Commander Young, IT. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S.

Maratanza, regarding the escape of a blockade runner.

U. S. S. Maratanza,
Off Western Bar, Cape Fear River, December 6, 1864.

Sir : This morning between 1 and 2 o'clock I distinguished the noise

of paddles of a side-wheel steamer running evidently for the bar, and
apparently coming from the southward; In a few moments made a

white object a little on port bow ; challenged her by light and Coston
signal, but receiving no answer (as soon as I could get the ship's head
payed off to port), 1 fired at the steamer, who doubled across our bow
and started at full speed to the northward and westward. 1 fired three

times at her and also sent up rockets indicating the direction taken by
the steamer, but as the haze lay close to the water, lost sight of her in

a very short time. I would remark that the night was very smoky, and
if it had not been for the noise of her wheels she could have passed

through the fleet undiscovered.

1 am inclined to believe that the vessel ran in to Fort Caswell a short

time afterwards, as the ofiBcer of the boat who fired the steamer Ella

heard a vessel blowing off steam inside the bar about 4 o'clock.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Geo. W. Young,

Lieutenant- Commander and Senior Officer Present.

Rear-Admiral DiViD D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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Report of Commander Macomb, U. S. Navy, of his returnfrom New Berne

after interview with General Palmer, U. S. Army.

U. S. S, Valley City,

Pamlico Sound, North Carolina, December 6, 1864.

Admieal : As I informed you in my No, 55, I started for New Berne

ou the 5tli instant to have an interview with General Palmer, in obedi-

ence to your letter of the 1st December.
I have seen the general and am now on my way back to Plymouth,

having ordered the Commodore Hull and Ceres up also.

While at New Berne I saw the Valley City, which vessel had been

delayed there by some disarrangement of her pump, and I ordered her

to proceed to Plymouth also to take part in the coming attack. Hop-
ing that my reasons may be a sufficient excuse for detaining the Valley

City,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H, Macomb,

Commander, Commanding District Sounds.

Eear-Admiral David D, Poeter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Acting Master Sheer, U. S. Navy, regarding the Norfolk custom-
house.

U. S. GuAED Vessel Wyandotte,
Elizabeth River, Virginia, December 7, 1864.

SiE : I have the honor to inform you that the custom-house at Nor-
folk was opened to-day for commercial business, and that vessels are
passing out under a clearance paper signed by J, H, Hudson, collector

of the port, and without the proper military passes heretofore required.
The custom-house authorities inform the captains of vessels that the

guard ships have no further right to interfere with their free passage
in and out of this port. As my orders require me to forward with my
return the passes by which the vessels are passed, I am at a loss how
to proceed under the new regulations. I therefore respectfully ask for
instructions regarding them.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Thos. W. Sheee,

Acting Master, Commanding.

Commander Edwd. T. Nichols, TJ. 8. Navy,
Comdg. Fifth Division North Atlantic Squadron, James River.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Ensign Leonard,
U. S. Navy, to proceed to Craney Island anchorageforpowder.

Flagship Malvern,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, December 7, 1864.

Sir: Tou will take command of the Louisiana, and as soon as she is
ready take her to the anchorage at Craney Island, anchoring her well
out of the channel and in an unfrequented place. WHilst you are
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engaged taking powder on board you will have no fire of any descrip-
tion whatever on board, and you must get your meals cooked on board
the nearest hulk to you.
Take every precaution to prevent fire. Allow no unauthorized per-

sons to come on board. Wet the decks frequently. Take great care
that your men have no opportunity to get drunk, and adopt such pre-
cautions as may be necessary for the safety of the vessel.
Ask and obtain of Captain Lynch a revolver for each of the oflScers,

which you will return as soon as you are relieved from the vessel.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Acting Ensign Geo. Leonard, U. S. Navy,
U. 8. S. Louisiana.

Instructions from Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander
Parker, U. 8. Navy, regarding measures of protection in James Biver.

GospoRT [Norfolk] Navy Yard, December 7, 1864.

Sir : The burning of vessels by the rebels along the James Eiver
threatens to become a serious thing unless checked, and you must
immediately take steps to put a stop to it. The rebels started a party
of GO sailors and 10 cart loads of powder to a place called Smithfield a
few days ago, and it is without doubt their intention to seize upon some
vessels, load them with powder and attempt to blow up some of our
vessels. I telegraphed you to send two vessels there at once, but send
them under the command of a vigilant naval ofl&cer. At night keep
one stationed opposite Pagan Creek with her lights out and out of the
way of vessels coming down the channel. At night, when the weather
will permit, send out guard boats with muffled oars, well armed, and in
charge of an officer to be relied on. The boats will lie quietly close in

with the land and keep a good lookout for boats putting off from shore.

Let them get outside of the guard boats, and then give chase to and
capture them at all hazards. These marauders are nothing more than
pirates and it matters little how they are dealt with.

There is but little need of vessels now at Dutch Gap. The Mendota,
Commodore Perry, Henry BrinTcer, and Western World can all be spared
to patrol between the points of Nansemond Eiver and Lawn's Creek,
above the Point of Shoals. You must direct their officers to destroy
every boat they see or hear of along the river, but never to land except
in strong force and armed, and under the guns of their vessels.

Whenever any commander finds a vessel anchored close inshore, he
may depend it is for the purpose of communicating with the rebels or

trafficking. Such vessels must be detained and made to give a satisfac-

tory account of themselves.
You must give the light-houses at White Shoal and Point of Shoals

a careful protection, and generally go there at night, avoiding them in

the daytime except to examine them.
When small vessels are found lying in the river in calms and not

under protection, take them in tow and keep them anchored near you
for the night. If there are three or four, tow them all until you get a
number together and then protect them.

It may look like a want of watchfulness on the part of the Navy if

these vessels are destroyed, and I require the greatest vigilance night
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and day, aud that the gunboats move up and down guarding vessels at
anchor or underway. When there is any appearance of rebels along
the shore, or a likelihood of their being there, shell the place well.

You will have to deal rigidly with vessels placing themselves in dan-
ger, for the chances are they do it purposely.
Whenever a vessel's light is seen anchored in the channel way at

night go to her, make her haul out of the channel into such water as
she will be safe in, and put out her light, keeping one ready lit in a
bucket to show to a passing vessel.

Caution the transports to keep an armed watch on deck, and allow
no boats to approach them. Kevei send your boats to board a vessel
at night unless the gunboat is close by and can be seen by the people
on board the vessel to be boarded.

Establish a system of passwords for your boats, changing them every
night. This will prevent mistakes.
Whatever may be desirable to guard the river and prevent these

depredations you will do without further orders from me, and hold
every ofBcer to a strict accountability for inattention to orders.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
Dayid D. Pobtee,

Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Commander W. A. Paekek,
Gomdg. Fifth Division North Atlantic Squadron, James River.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Watmough, U. S. Navy, regarding the
destruction of a blockade runner offNew Inlet, North Carolina.

TJ. S. Gunboat Kansas,
OffNew Inlet, I>eeem,ber 7, 1864.

Admiral : I have to report that the engine and boilers of the tug
Clematis have been condemned to extensive repairs. I have ordered
her to Hampton Boads.
The Moccasin has arrived here and will take her place at the bar.
This morning at daylight a runner was discovered on shore on the

outer edge of the Caroline Shoal, about E. S. E. from the Mound. I
stood in for her, accompanied by the Maumec, Monticello, and Bucking-
ham, the tugs in attendance, and opened fire at long range. I can not
say what damage we did her, but in an hour's deliberate firing think
she was struck. Her people were seen leaving in boats after the first
few guns, our shot and shell falling around and near the vessel The
fire was returned by the Mound, Fort Fisher, and the numerous con-
necting and masked batteries, but with no results, as, with the excep-
tions of a few rifle shots, allfell short. I ceasedfiring when indicationsof
wind from the southward and a rising sea promised to effect the destruc-
tion. She now presents the appearance of having been bilged. The sea
is making a clean breach over her. When the weather permits we will
endeavor to finish her. Our picket boats and tugs saw nothing of her
She IS a long, low, double-stack runner. The large, fine steamer before
alluded to is still in, having made one attempt to getout, butreturned to
groundon the beach under Fort Fisher. Sincemy last I sent in four boats
trom this vessel, the Maumee, Monticello, andSowquah, to capture and
destroy her at her anchorage just this side of the Rip, but as the boats
entered over the bar several of the officers in the boats saw a steamer
passing the lights toward the Swash Channel. They continued on
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however, until they turDed inside Caroline Shoal, and it was a fortunate
circamstance, for instantly afterwards the forts and batteries opened a
very heavy fire of shell, etc., on the bar. The oflBcer commanding, Act-
ing Master [Samuel] Hall, of this vessel, deeming their expedition dis-
covered, and having seen their prey, as was supposed, leaving by the
other channel to the northward, returned after the firing ceased. No
steamer is known by bar vessels to have gone out that night, and day-
light showed her still at anchor. My opinion is she moved down close
under Fort Fisher after dark and returned before daylight to her
anchorage, for two mornings afterwards we discovered her there and her
bow on the beach, but on our moving in to examine her she backed oft"

and retired to the Eips, where she still is.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Pendleton G. Watmough,

Lieutenant-Commander, Senior Officer Present,

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

[Telegram.]

NoEFOLK, December 8, 1864.

Miami has been ordered to City Point. Three gunboats to patrol the
river between Pagan Creek, Bagged Island Creek, and Point of Eocks.
All the vessels will row guard at night, and every precaution taken to
prevent surprise.

There are now 65 rebel sailors, with 10 cart-loads of powder, at Smith-
field, on or near Pagan Creek. They came from Eichmond around by
Franklin. These are the men doing the damage.

David D. Pobter,
B,ear-AdmiraJ.

Lieutenant-General U. S. Grant,
City Point, Va.

Report of Commander Parker, U. S. Navy, responding to telegraphic

orders regarding precautions against surprise.

U. S. S. Onondaga,
Aiken's Landing, lielmo Dutch Oap, James River,

December 8, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram,
dated Norfolk, December 8, which was received by me at 3:30 o'clock

p. m. It reads as follows

:

Send the two monitors Malutpac and Canonicus down to Hampton Roads, Virginia,
at once. Station the Mendola at City Point.

D. D. Porter.

A second dispatch was received at 4 : 30 p. m., as follows

:

Go down the river yourself and give the commanders of all the vessels orders to
he on the alert and to row guard along the shore ; also to shift their positions after

dark, and to lie somewhere where they show no lights. Arm the tags and keep them
patrolling. Order the commander of the Miami to have all his hoats out and row
guard ahout City Point. Let me know by telegraph what has been done, and send
full reports by mail. Send the Miami to City Point instead of the Mendota, as ordered
by telegraph this morning.

D. D. PORTRR,
Bear-Admiral.
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In reply L have to state that the three monitors are at City Point; also

the Miami and Mendota. I have ordered the Mahopac and Canomcus to

Hampton Koads, Virginia. I have removed all the vessels below Dutch

Gap to Aiken's Landing, I shall go down the river to visit the differ-

ent vessels and pnt them on the alert, as you direct. I ordered the

Miami down on the 6th instant to City Point, as I thought that the

Government property was unsafe without a proper guard. The Mendota

went to City Point this morning to make the ordnance inspection of the

different vessels in the river and the ordnance vessels at City Point. 1

shall order the Mendota to return to Aiken's Landing, below Dutch Gap.

The rebel rams came down the river last evening to about three-fourths

of a mile above Fort Brady, but made no attempt to pass it. All the

field batteries near Dutch Gap were manned yesterday afternoon. I

sent two gunboats to patrol the river last night, viz, the Hunchback and
the Daylight.

Respectfully, yours, Wm. A. Parker,
Commanding Fifth Division.

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Oomdg. North Atlantic Squadron, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

[Telegram.]

IfoRPOLK, December 8, 1864.

Don't let any of the vessels fire at the Hewlett battery, and keep
them all out of Are until further orders.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Commander W. A. Parker,
Gomdg. U. S. S. Onondaga, James River, Dutch Gap, Ya.

Report of Commander ParJcer, TJ. 8. Navy, responding to telegram forbid-
ding the firingfrom the vessels upon Hewlett's battery.

XJ. S. S. Onondaga,
Dutch Gap, James River, December 8, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your telegraphic
dispatch, dated Portsmouth, [ Va.], December 8, which was received on
board this vessel at 1 : 45 o'clock p. m., and the reply sent back imme-
diately. It reads as follows

:

Don't let any of the vessels fire at the Howlett battery. Keep them all out of fire

till farther orders.
D. D. PORTKR.

In consequence I shaU remove this vessel below Dutch Gap, and all

others except the picket boats at night.

I am, sir, very respectfully, yours,
Wm. a. Parker,

Commanding Fifth Division.

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy,
to provide accommodations for Major Casey, U. S. Army, witnessing
the attack upon Fort Fisher.

Navy Depaetment, December 8, 1864.

Snt: Afford Major Casey sucli information and facilities as will aid
him in carrrying out the enterprise intrusted to him, and provide him
with such accommodations on board of one of the vessels of your
squadron as comport with his rank in the Army.

Very respectfully, etc.

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Eear-Admiral B. D. Porter,
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Sampton Boads.

Report of Commander Beaumont, 0. S. Navy, regarding the disposition

of prize cotton.

U. S. 8. Maokinaw,
Beaufort, N. C, December 8, 1864.

Sir : I respectfully inform the Department that I have to day shipped
in the supply steamer New Berne and sent to New York for adjudica-
tion 27 bales of cotton, picked up at sea by this vessel while cruising on
the 4th and 5th instant.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. 0. Beaumont,
Commander.

Hon. Gibbon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter from Lieutenant Miot, Imperial French Navy, to Rear-Admiral
Porter, U. S. Navy, acknowledging courtesies received,

[TraoBlation.]

On Board the Adonis, December 9, 1864.

Admiral : My stay at Bermuda Hundred having to be prolonged for

a fortnight, 1 have not thought it advisable to keep any longer the pilot,

Mr. Nelson, whom you have kindly offered me.
I have had nqthing but satisfaction in my relations with Mr. Nelson,

and I desire, as far as is permissible, to pay a just tribute to his discre-

tion, his conduct, and his ability as a pilot.

I respectfully beg you also, admiral, to receive my warmest thanks
for the thoughtful and gracious kindness that I have received from you
on this occasion, and I hasten to seize this opportunity to renew to you,

admiral, the assurance of my most respectful sentiments.

Edb. [Paul Emile] Miot,
Lieutenant, Imperial French Navy, Commanding the Adonis.

Eear-Admiral Porter.



158 NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Gunner Peters,

TJ. 8. Navy, to proceed to Beaufort, N, G.

NoBFOLK, December 9, 1864.

Sib : You will proceed to Beaufort, N. C, through the canal, and

report, to Commander B. M. Dove, commanding naval station at that

place.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Pobteb,

Bear-Admiral.

Acting Gunner Herman Petebs,
Commanding Picket Launch No. 6.

Beport of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding the purchase of
the TJ. 8. 8. Theta.

North Atlantic Sqttabbon,
Flagship Malvern, Gosport Navy Yard, December 9, 1864.

Sib : I have the honor to state that I have completed the purchase
of the tug John T. Jenkins and propose to name her Theta, the next on
the list of the Greek alphabet of those already purchased.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Dayh) D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral,
Hon. Gideon Welles,

8ecretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Beport of Commander Harrell, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Chicopee,

of the capture of property at Edenton, N, G.

U. S. S. Chicopee,
Albemarle 8ound, North Carolina, December 9, 1864.

Sir: I have to report that in obedience to your order of the 8th
instant I visited Edenton and sent a party of armed sailors and marines
from this vessel and the Valley City on shore, under the command of
Lieutenant Walker and Acting Master Brooks, commander of the last-

named vessel. The persons whom you ordered seized, to wit, George
W. Parrish, Joseph A. Woodward, J. W. Poole, could not be found.
Their houses were examined and all the cotton found brought off.

There can be no doubt of the illicit traffic carried on by the persons
above named. The evidence found at Pitch Landing over their sworn
signatures to Captain George (rebel commissary), together with that of
citizens of Edenton under oath, taken before Lieutenant Walker, who
acted by my order (all of which is herewith enclosed),* fixes it upon
them beyond all reasonable doubt.
Having understood that some cotton was stored at Sandy Point, I

sent an armed party under the command of Acting Ensign J. A. Cross-
man at 12 o'clock (midnight) on shore to secure it. He found that it

had been effectually concealed or removed to some distant point.

* I retain tlie pupori), but can send copies if required. W. H. M[acombJ.
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I captured a sloop on my return from Sandy Point. The captain
states that he is from Great Bridge. He has a pass signed by a Major
McLaughlin, without date or place. Has no manifest or bill of lading.
He has given a false statement of the nature of his cargo, as proved by
examination.
The paper which I enclose, as you will perceive, states that the goods

belong to and were purchased by the i)er8ons therein named, and for

family use, signed by (J. C. Poole, "agent." He does not state whether
United States agent or not. The whole story is false from beginning
to end. The two men found on board are the owners, as they will

swear, their intention being to sell the cargo to rebels for cotton and
return it to Poole and buy another load for a similar purpose.

I beg leave to call your attention to what all the Union people of
Edenton state (see deposition), to wit:

That the blockade running of the men whose names I have given
places the necessaries of life far beyond the reach of persons of moder-
ate means, $1 United States currency being demanded for 1 pound of

bacon, $3 per yard for calico. Of course such prices could not be given,

and the articles are sent to the enemy and exchanged for cotton.

It places the Union families of that place and neighborhood com-
pletely in the power of these three or four men, who assist the rebels in

every way they possibly can.

I enclose a statement of the captured cotton, with the [names ofj the

persons who profess to own it; also a list of the reported cargo of the

sloop (no name). James Porter and Henry Pope were on board and
are the true owners of the same.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. D. Hareell,

Commander, U. S. Navy.
Commander W. H. Macomb, U. S. Navy,

, Commanding Division Sounds of North Carolina.

P. S.—Discovering that there was a good deal of bad feeling, and
threats having been made against the Union people of Edenton, I

deemed it necessary to send an order to the mayor of the town, a copy
of which I enclose.

A. D. H.

[Encloaurea.]

U. S. S. Chioopee,
Edenton Bay, North Carolina, December 9, 1864.

SiK : The recent visit of the Union gunboats to this place may have
caused unpleasant feelings toward the friends of the Union residing in

and about Edenton.
Should any violence be offered to Union men and their families in

person or property, summary punishment will instantly follow.

Ton will promulgate this to the citizens in such manner as you may
deem proper.
The delivery of this to you by one of my ofQcers will be considered

equivalent to a receipt for the same; therefore ignorance of its contents

by any person in your town can not be pleaded in excuse for any viola-

tion of this order.

Very respectfully, etc., A. D. Haebell,
Commander, U. 8. Navy.

The Matoe of Edenton, F. 0.
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F. S. S. ChiOOPBBj
Albemarle Sound, December 8, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that in obedience to your orders of

the 8th instant I proceeded ashore with the boat's crew of this ship

and those of the Valley City. I took possession of the books and
papers of Messrs. Parrish and Hathaway; also seized all the cotton in

the possession of the following gentlemen: Mr. Parrish, 5 bales; Mr.

Feagan, 7 bales; Mr. Woodward, 1 bale, 4 barrels loose cotton; Mr.
H. H. Bond, 1 bale; Mr. James C. Johnson, jr., 2 bales. Mr. Hatha-
way was arrested, agreeably to orders, and was afterwards released by
your authority. Messrs. Parrish, Woodward, and Poole had left town
and could not be arrested. I seized a bridle marked "United States"

and a cavalry saddle in possession of John P. Houghton, who could

give no satisfactory account of it.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. A. Waxker,
Lieutenant, U. S. Navy.

Commander A. D. Harrell,
Commanding TJ. 8. S. Ohicopee.

Joint expedition against Rainbow Bluff, December 9-28, 1864.

Bepoit of Bear-Admiial Porter, 17. S. Navy, transmittiiig report of Commander Uacomb, IT. 8.

Navy, commanding ezpecUtion.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Z7. 8. 8hip Malvern, offNew Inlet, December 20, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith a report from Commander
Macomb in relation to his operations.
As I am not now in a position to advise him, I have to trust that he

will do everything for the best.

I am, sir, vety respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.O.

[EnolOBure.]

U. S. S. Wyaltjsing,
Roanoke River, North Carolina, December 11, 1864.

Admiral: I have the honor to make the following report of the
operations of the naval part of the expedition to capture Rainbow Bluflf,

in obedience to your orders of the 1st December.
The arrangements which I mentioned in my Nos. 56 and 57 having

been completed, I started up the river from Plymouth at 5 p. m., Decem-
ber 9, in the Wyalusing, leaving the Shamrock (a,a she can not go stern-
foremost) to guard Plymouth. The Otsego and Valley City, and tugs
Belle and Bazely, and the picket boat No. 5 started at the same time,
and I left orders for the Chicopee, Geres, and Commodore Hull to follow
as soon as they should arrive at Plymouth.
After steaming slowly up the river we arrived at a sharp bend just

below Jamesville, where 1 came to anchor for the night, the army force
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having agreed to communicate with me at this town. After coming to

anchor in the Wyalusing I made signal for the other vessels to do so
also. In obedience to this order the Otsego had stopped her engines
and was just about to let go her anchor when a torpedo exploded under
her on the port side, and shortly afterwards another exploded under
her forward pivot gun, which was thrown over on the deck by the con-

cussion, the two explosions injuring her so badly that she sank in a few
minutes, her spar deck being about 3 feet under water. Fortunatelyno
one was killed on board the Otsego, and with the exception of a few
slight scratches no one was injured. The Otsego had spars rigged out

ahead of her to which was fastened a net for the purpose of catching

the torpedoes, and two were found in the net after she sank. She
must have stopped directly on top of a line of these infernal machines.

Six were picked up after the explosion. The night pissed without dis-

turbance and in the morning I determined to send the Bazely to Ply-

mouth to find out what the army were doing and to get rations from the

Shamrock for the Otsego's crew. I also wished to get up a coal schooner

to take the guns from the Otsego. I got the Bazely alongside of the

Wyalusing and sent Acting Assistant Paymaster Sands on board to take

the dispatches to Plymouth, and then sent the tug to the Otsego to get

somemen and an officer. When the Bazely had got within a few yards of

the Otsego another torpedo exploded under her, and she went down
right alongside the Otsego. By this explosion 2 men were killed, but

none of the oflScers.

While at this place we fired with musketry and great guns into the

woods on the banks, partly to let the army forces know where we were,

and partly to drive off any rebels that might be skulking there. We,
however, heard nothing from the army that day, and in the evening

I sent the picket boat No. 5 with an armed launchbelonging to the army

up the river to try and get some news from the army forces.

The pilot of the Wyalusing, Mr. Everett, went in the launch and took

the boats through a place called Devil's Gut, by that means avoiding a

long reach of the river and coming out a short distance below WiUiams-

ton. Here they sent up two rockets and fired a gun or two, but no

answer was made. The boats returned this morning with intelligence,

obtained from negroes on the river, that the river was full of torpedoes,

there being as many as forty in one place on the river.

These torpedoes are made on some new plan with an air chamber, on

the same principle as that used by Lieutenant Gushing. They are very

sure, and every one we have picked up was in good condition, two of

them bursting as we were hauling them ashore, but hurting no one. I

forgot to mention that after the destruction of the Bazely we had the

river dragged all round, and six more torpedoes were picked up, aU

right by the Oteeffo. .,„.„. ^ t i_

Since the return of the boats which I sent up to Williamston I have

determined to send First Assistant Engineer S. 0. Midlam to you with

dispatches, to inform you of our situation and ask your advice. In the

meantime we will continue up the river, though our progress will be

very slow, for we shall have to drag all the way before us with small

boats, that being the only way we can proceed with the vessels with

any safety. ^ j i.-

I have taken out most of the guns from the OUego, and am continn-

Ine the work. I have sent for a diver with his submarine apparatus,

with which he has been examining the Alfeenwrfe, to examine the Otsego.

N W E—VOL 11 11
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When we advance any farther it will be necessary that we have more

vessels; otherwise we will be unable to patrol the river below us, and

consequently the rebels will be able to lay more torpedoes and blow us

up on our return.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W, H. Macomb,

Commander, Gomdg. District Sounds of North Atlantic Squadron.

Bear-Admiral D. D. PoKTEE,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

P. S.—11 a.m. December 11, 1864=: We are now making preparations

to advance and will start in a short time.

Beport of lientenant-Commander Arnold, IT. S. tSa.-vj, regarding the loss of the IT. B. S. Otsego.

U. S. S. Otsego,
Off Jamesville, RoanoJce River, December 11, 1864.

SiE: It becomes my unpleasant duty to report the sinking of this

vessel, on the evening of the 9th instant, by torpedoes laid down by the
rebels off this place. The first explosion which caused this mishap
occurred at about 9 : 15 p. m., the torpedo exploding against the port
side of the ship under the wheel. It was followed by another about ten
minutes later under the foremast. She commenced sinking rapidly at
the time of the first explosion, and immediately after the second she
sank in 2J fathoms of water.
Every precaution was taken which time and the ingenuity of [those

on board] my ship could devise before ascending the river. To Mr.
Samuel G. Midlam, senior engineer in charge, I am much indebted for

the plan adopted to prevent what unfortunately occurred. By this
plan we secured two torpedoes.
No lives, I am happy to state, were lost by her sinking. I enclose

the report of the surgeons, containing a list of the casualties caused by
the occurrence. I was ably seconded by my officers and crew in this
difficulty.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. N. T. Aenold,

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding U. S. S. Otsego.

Commander W. H. Maoomb, U. S. Navy,
Commanding District of the Sounds of North Carolina.

[EncloBnre.]

U. S. S. Wtalusiwg,
BoanoTce River, North Carolina, December 11, 1864.

Sie: I would respectfully report the following list of casualties by
the blowing up of the U. S. S. Otsego on the night of December 9, 1864

:

Samuel Dixon, coal heaver, wounded in the leg slightly.
There are a few others slightly bruised and scratched, but not suffi-

ciently to be excused from duty.
Bespectfully submitted.

Geo. C. Raynolds,
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. Navy.

Lieutenant-Commander H. N. T. Aenold.
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Eeport of Commaiider Macomb, TJ. S. Kavy, regarding the disposition of the V. 8. S. Otiego.

U. S. S. WYAI.TJSING,
Ifear Jamesville, Roanoke Biver, December 11, 1864.

Admibal : 1 have the honor to report that I have made arrange-
ments to leave the Otsego and proceed up the river. She is under the
protection of Lieutenant-Commander Arnold and a portion of her
ofBcers and crew. On her hurricane deck there are two 24-pounder
bowitzers and two 20-pounder rifles, behind breastworks of cotton bales.
For these there is ammunition enough to last for some time. We have
got the awning spread over the hurricane deck as a shelter for the
ofiBcers and men, and have got the galley up from the main deck; alto-
gether they are made as comfortable as possible under the circumstances.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. Macomb,

Gomdr., Gomdg. District of Sounds of North Atlantic Squadron.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Poeter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Beport of Commander Uaoomb, V. 8. Navy, regarding aooident to the XT. 8. 8. Commodore HnU.

TJ. S, S. Wyai-using,
Above Jamesville, [N. 0.], December 11, 1864.

Admiral : I have respectfully to report that the U. S. S. Commodore
Hull, while on her way to this river, met with an accident to her
boiler, injuring it to such an extent as not only to prevent her farther
progress, but will require the boilers to be raised before it can be
repaired. I have no officers to spare now to hold a survey.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. Macomb,

Gomdr., Comdg. District of Sounds of North Atlantic Squadron.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Beport of Bear-Admiral ?orter, U. 8. Navy, regarding orders given to Commander Hacomb,
commanding expedition.

Flagship Malvern,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, December 12, 1864.

SiB: I have the honor to inform you that I received intelligence

to-day, through a master's mate, who came from the sound, that the
Otsego had struck a torpedo and been sunk in Eoanoke Biver. He
heard the news from the captain of a tug. I don't know whether this

intelligence is reliable, but fear that it is so. I ordered Commaiider
W. H. Macomb to cooperate with a land force of 1,300 men under Gen-
eral Palmer, and capture the enemy's works at Bainbow Bluff, some
distance above Plymouth, N". C. The gunboats of light draft were to

go up while the army marched across by land. The forts on Bainbow
Bluff were not completed, and I wanted to occupy the place before they
were, capture the guns, and destroy the ram at Halifax. All this were
easily done, provided our forces moved soon, which was done. They
started two days after I sent the orders. At last accounts the gun-
boats were engaged with the enemy's works, as heavy firing was heard
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from Plymouth, What the result is I have yet to learn, having received
no other information than that brought by the master's mate.
He informed me that the vessels were all fitted with torpedo catch-

ers, but that the torpedo that sunk the Otsego was fired by wires from
the bank.
We leave Hampton Eoads in the morning to perform the work before

us. We have been delayed three or four days by heavy gales of wind.
The weather now promises to be fine, and I trust my anticipations may
be realized.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Pobtbb,

Rear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0,

Beport of Commander Uacomb, IT. 8. Navy, regarding progreas of aSaxn.

U. S. S. Wyalusing,
SoanoTce River, nine miles above Jamesville, December 13, 1864.

Admiral: The boats dragging ahead have just found a new nest of
torpedoes at this point in the river in a curve called Shad Island Bend,
and we are now dragging them ashore. Up to this time we have found
twenty-one at this place, and they seem to continue as far as we can see.
The army went on to within a short distance of Rainbow Blufi'. When

there, provisions became low, their transport being astern of us, and
they returned to Jamesville after slight skirmishing.

I went down and had an interview with them there, and they deter-
mined to start ahead again to-morrow. This time they advanced on
the left bank. We are making all the progress we can, about 5 miles
a day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. H. Macomb,
Comdr., Oomdg. District of Sounds of North Atlantic Squadron.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Pobteb,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Beport of Commander Uacomb, IT. 8. Navy, regarding progreis of a&in.

, „, U. S. S. Wyalusing,
Roanoke River, seven miles above Jamesville, N. C, December 13, 1864.
Admiral: I hope none of my previous letters have made you doubt

that we were going on up the river. We are progressing; progressing
but slowly, to be sure, but still we go ahead and dragging the river for
torpedoes ahead of us. I intend to get the vessels to Eainbow Bluff
and beyond, if possible, and to destroy the ram building above.
In writing before I have been much hurried, and it may be I have

given you wrong impressions.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

^ ^ ^ , _ W. H. Macomb,
Oomdr., Oomdg. Dwtrwt of Sounds of North Atlantic Squadron.

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Beport of Commander Maoomb, IT, S. Navy, regarding advioei received tcom Colonel Frankle,
V. 8. Army,

U. S. 8. Wyalustno,
Eoanoke River, December 15, 1864.

Admiral : I wish respectfdlly to call your attention to the necessity
of having an armed steamer to guard the Otsego while she is being
raised, or while the valuable property is being taken out of her.

I wrote immediately to Plymouth, [N. 0.], to send up the submarine
diver who was examining the Albemarle, after the Otsego was sunk, but
he had left for the !N^orth to get his raising apparatus.

I received information to-day from Oolonel Frankle, commanding the
army part of this expedition, that he intended, much to my surprise, to
fall back to Plymouth for the purpose of recruiting his men, and will

advance again after they are rested. I shall go on.

Very respectfully, etc.,

[W. H. Maoomb],
Comdr., Gomdg, District of Sounds of North Atlantic Squadron.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Pobtbb,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Letter from Colonel Frankle, V. S. Army, to Commander Maoomb, IT. S. ITavy, aTinonnmng no
intention of change in proposed operations.

Headquarters Forces of Plymouth,
Plymouth, N. C, December 16, 1864—3 a. m.

Sir: In reply to yours* of 15th, just received, permit me to assure

yon that you are mistaken in supposing that 1 intend any change of

operations in this expedition. From the fact that the severe weather
and the marches of the first five days of the movement had put upon
the sick list over half my men, many of whom are barefoot, and at the

demand of my medical officers that the men should be brought under
shelter (which General Wild also advised) for a few days, that their

health might be improved, and supposing it a matter of little diflference

to you whether I lay here or at Jamesville for the few days which must
pass before we are able to resume operations, I concluded to bring the

men here, where such shelter as they needed could be had.

One of the transports, the General Berry, leaves here to-day for

Boanoke Island to obtain provisions, a supply of which will be sent

Lieutenant-Colonel [O. A.] Bartholomew upon her return. Shoes and
stockings will also be procured for such as need them.

The Berry remains under my orders, and will communicate with you

daily until I am ready to move again. Bations will probably be fur-

nished Colonel Bartholomew's command to-morrow.

If you desire it, I can and will send a small force of my well men to

occupy Jamesville, though the men will be better cared for here.

Again permit me to assure you that no change is intended, but that

the programme previously agreed on will be carried out, so far as possi-

ble, on my part.

I am, sir, very respectfully, yours,
Jones Frankle,

Oolonel, Commanding i'orces,

By Wm. G. Haskell,
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Commander "W. H. Maoomb, TJ. S. Navy,
Commanding District of the Sounds, U. S. S. Wyalusmg.

• Not found.
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[Xelegram.]

Beaufort, N. C, December 17, 1864.

Inform me fhlly by telegraph of Commander Macomb's movements

and of the force accompanying him; where they now are, and such

information as you can obtain of them.
Respectfally, David D. Porter,

Eear-Admiral.

Acting Assistant Paymaster E. Mellaoh, TJ. S. Navy.
Ifew Berne, N. 0.

Beport of Lientenont Duer, XT. S. Navy, regarding rumored remtbrcement of Bainbow Bluff

by the enemy.

U. 8. S. Shamrock,
District of Sounds, North Carolina, Plymouth, December 18, 1864.

Sir : Two deserters from Wilmington came aboard here to-day. They
came from Wilmington via Weldon, and report that three regiments

left Weldon last Friday evening to reinforce Hamilton and Rainbow
Blufi*. They have no other news.

Eespectfully, EUPUS K. Dtjer,
Lieutenant, U. 8. Na/oy.

Commander W. H. Macomb,
Commanding District of Sounds of North AtUmtic Squadron.

Beport of Acting Uaater Foiter, XT. S. Kavy, regarding the rumored placing of torpedoei by
the enemy.

U. S. S. Ceees,
Off Cedar Landing, BoanoTce River, December 18, 1864.

Sir: I have jnst received information from a reliable person that the
enemy have a boat with torpedoes in the neighborhood of Sweetened
Water Creek and that they arrived there with the intention of patting
them down last night, which I have no doubt they did after T passed
down the river. I think it proper to commauicate the fact to you to

prevent the passing of our boats till I drag the river, which I will com-
mence to do as soon as my boat returns to me.
The John Farron arrived just before I left Plymouth and had on board

stores for the fleet, which I would have brought up but that I was led
to believe by a person connected with the Treasury Department that
he had dispatches of the greatest importance to deliver to you from the
Navy Department and from Admiral Porter, but which turns out to be
something connected with trade regulations of no account. I con-
ferred with Mr. Duer before leaving and he thought the dispatches
might be of utmost importance to you and that I had better leave the
provisions till the next time, which may be for the best till the torpe-
does below you are raised.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. H. Poster,

Acting Master, Commanding.
Commander W. H. Macomb,

Commanding District of Sounds of North Carolina.

Colonel Frankle told me to say that he expected some more troops,
but did not say when; neither did he say when he would start.
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Beport of Commander Haoomb, V. S. ITavy, regarding the inoreaied neceaaity for sm^ll gun-
boat!.

U. S. S. Wtalusing,
Ten miles below Bainbow Bluff, If. C, December 19, 1864.

Admikal : As we advance up this river the necessity for small gun-
boats increases.

It is impossible for the double-enders to cruise up and down the river,

as it is with difficulty they can be got round the curves with hawsers
and a tug; yet it is necessary that the river below us be kept clear of
torpedoes, and the only way to do that is to have a boat constantly
cruising up and down. Besides, it may be necessary for us to convoy
the army transports.
The only small vessels I have here at present are the Valley City and

Geres, the former of which is occupied dragging the river ahead of us,

leaving but one vessel to patrol a river of 60 miles in length.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. Macomb,

Oommander, Commanding District of Sownds.

Bear-Admiral D, D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Picket boat No, 5 I use as a dispatch boat at present.

Beport of Commander ^fa/tnm^t, V. B. Havy, regarding annoyanoe from aliarpsliooten.

TJ. S. S. WYALXTSINa-,
Boanohe Biver, December 19 [20], 1864,

ADMiEAi : We are now 8 miles from Eainbow Bluff, [N". O.]. We
have found no more torpedoes since those reported in No. 65.

The sharpshooters on the banks have commenced to annoy us.

To-day they fired on our boats dragging ahead, and wounded 4 men
and an officer from the Ghicopee, one of the men dangerously. The Val-

ley Otty immediately opened on them and drove them off.

I am sending a dispatch to Colonel Frankle, who, with the land

force, is at Plymouth, telling him where we are and that it is time for

him to come up. He has been at Plymouth for the last week recruiting

his men.
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. H. Macomb,
Oomdr., Comdg. District Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Letter bom. Colonel Frankle, H. S. Army, to Commander Uaoomb, V, S. Kavy, regarding

proposed movement of bis command from Flymoutb.

BLbadqtjaeters Foeoes op Plymouth,
Plymouth, N. C, December 20, 1864,

COMMANDEE: I expect to be prepared to move from here to-morrow-

afternoon; am only now waiting the arrival of transports with provi-

sions, etc., from Boanoke, which are hourly expected.

Please, ifpossible, send the Ceres or some one ofyour boats as a guide.



168 NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

I shall move upon the plan proposed some days since, unless upon con-

sultation with you, which I shall have as soon as I reach you, some

other programme is considered better.

I am, sir, yours, very respectfully,
Jones Fbanklb,

Colonel Second Massachusetts Artillery, Gommamding.

Commander W. H. Macomb, U. S. Navy,
Oommanding District of the Sounds.

Additional letter from Colonel Frankle, V. 8. Army, to Commander Macomb, V. 8. Havy,

regarding proposed movement from Flymoath.

Headqitaetees Foeoes of Plymouth,
Plymouth, N. C, December 20, 1864—9:30 p. m.

SiE : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your communication

of this date, and to say in reply that upon the arrival ofmy transports

to-morrow, as I advised you in my last letter per Geres, I shall embark
my troops to join you.

I believe we have some provisions here which belong to you; if so, I

will take them along as you request.

I am, sir, yours, very respectfully,
Jones Feanklb,

OoloneL Commanding,
By Wm. G. Haskell,

Lieutenomt and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

Commander W. H. Maoomb, U. S. Navy,
Oommanding District of tlie Sounds.

Beport of Acting Master Brooks, IT. S. Navy, commanding IT. S. S. Valley City, regarding an
engagement with the enemy at Poplar Point; December 20, 1864.

U. S. S. Valley City,
BoanoTce Biver, Poplar Point, North Carolina, December 21, 1864.

SiE: I respectfully report the following: About 5 p. m. yesterday I
called the boats in, intending to anchor for the night, when immedi-
ately the enemy opened with musketry from the bushes, mostly upon
the marine guard in charge ot Acting Ensign Fossett, of the Wyalu-
sing, who were on shore to guard the boats while aheald dragging for
torpedoes. They gradually fell back under cover of our guns, when
the enemy opened upon this vessel with musketry and artillery. I

replied briskly, directing my fire principally up a side hill, where his
artillery was posted, about 700 yards off. I was obliged to run a line

ashore, to spring the vessel's broadside on, which was bravely done by
Acting Ensign Milton Webster, my executive officer, amid a shower of
musket balls. We engaged the enemy till he ceased firing, and dark-
ness coming on, dropped out of range. The Chicopee, coming up, also
engaged him, as did also the Wyalusing.
The enemy at first seemed to have but two guns, but soon brought

up more, and when he ceased I think he had five or six pieces.

I regret having to report the death of Mr. Lewis, pilot of the Otsego,
who was killed instantly by a musket ball through the head. Also one
of the Wyalusing's men was seriously wounded by a shell which passed
through the wardroom and out through the side of the ship. One shell
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entered the ship's side, passing through the coal bunker, lodged within
a few inches of the boiler. One struck an awning stanchion and
another the ship's side, but did not penetrate.
The bullet-proof iron plating on the sides of the vessel evidently

saved the lives of many of my men, and I would recommend that the
same be placed all around the ship upon the first opportunity.
My ofScers and men behaved with their usual coolness and bravery.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John A. J. Bbooks,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Commander Wm. H. Macomb,
Commanding District of the Sounds.

Report of Aotmg Master Brooks, V. 8. Navy, commanding IT. 8. 8. Valley City, regaidlng shots
fired from the enemy's battery December 21, 1864.

U. S. S. Valley City,
Jamesville, N. C, December 21, 1864.

Sm : In obedience to orders, I got underway at 3 p. m. of the 21st,

and proceeded a short distance up the river to draw the enemy's fire.

As soon as I commenced movingup he opened with musketry, and imme-
diately upon rounding the point, and before my guns could bear, I
received four shots from a battery but a few hundred yards off, which
must have been thrown up during the night. Three out of the four
took effect; one passed through the pilot house and, exploding, killed

1 man and seriously wounded Mr. Jno. A. Wilson, pilot, and 3 men, one
of whom has since died, upon which I dropped down to my former
position.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
John A. J. Brooks,

Acting Master, Commanding.
Commander Wm. H. Macomb,

Commanding District of the Sounds.

Report of Acting Uaster Brooks, V. 8. Navy, commanding IT. 8. B. Valley City, giving list of
casualties.

U. S. S. VALLEY City,
Jameston [Jamesville], N. C, December 37, 18.6i.

Sib : I herewith forward list of the killed and wounded on board this

vessel in action at Poplar Point, Eoanoke Eiver, North Carolina, on the
20th and 21st instant, viz

:

John B. Lewis, pilot of the Otsego, killed.

John Wood, first-class boy, Yalley City, killed.

Charles Hall, landsman. Valley City, killed.

John A. Wilson, pilot. Valley City, wounded.
Wm. Brown, seaman. Valley City, wounded.
John Brown, ship's cook, wounded slightly.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John A. J. Brooks,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Letter from Coloiiel Frankle, V. 8. Aimy, to Commander Hacomb, V. S. Kavy, propodng plan

of operation!.

HbADQITABTEBS FoBOES op PLTMOTIffH,
Plymouth, N. 0., December 23, 1864.

SiE : Tour letter of yesterday was received in the evening, and about
five hours after I had dispatched about half my force with orders to

meet and cooperate with you.
The letter sent you by Lieutenant [Charles J.] Arms, one of my volun-

teer aids, proposed that you keep the enemy busy where he was, while

with my force I moved up, landed on the Bertie side, and proceeded to

Edwards Ferry and burned the enemy's gunboats building there, and
then moved around in rear of the enemy opposing you and endeavored
to capture his guns. Lieutenant Arms, after reading your letter, con-

cluded to act upon your suggestion and accordingly debarked the troops
at Jamesville, as you wished.
They are there now, infantry, cavalry, and artillery, except so much

of the two latter arms, about 200, as have proceeded to Williamston
to learn what they can and to prevent the enemy's reaching Jamesville
or Williamston itself. Now, if possible, I wish to have that force remain
where they are, at and near Jamesville, where they will be able to pre-
vent the planting of batteries to annoy you in the passage of the river,

and where, if you can keep the river open from Williamston to James-
ville, and with the assistance of the land force give the enemy the idea
that an attack is meditated from this side, while with my remaining
force and the additions daily expected I move up, say, to Cedar Landing,
and do what can be done on that side—^that is, proceed to Edwards
Ferry.

If this plan meets your approval, please notify me to that effect or
make any suggestions you think best. I do not propose to abandon
this affair, and would be pleased to learn your views respecting proba-
ble or possible results.

I am, sir, very respectfully, yours,
Jones Fbankle,

Colonel Second Massachusetts Artillery, Commanding,

Commander W. H. Macomb, U. S. Navy,
Commanding District of the Sounds.

Beport of Lientenant Duer, TI. 8. Havy, regarding romored odvanoe of the enemy npon
, Flymonth.

IT. S. S. Shambook,
Off Plymouth, N. C, December 24, 1864.

Seb : The Mattdbesett arrived here this morning. She is now coaling.
I send up your mail by the Belle. There are 5 barrels of 20-pounder
charges on board the Mattabesett for us, which I will ask Captain Febi-
ger to send up, if he does not go himself.
There was a rumor last night that Hoke was advancing upon Plym-

outh by the Columbia road, and by request of Colonel Frankle I moved
the Shamrock down the river to command that road.
Tour letter in relation to deserters was received this morning and will

be attended to.

Very respectfdlly, Ruftts K. Dueb,
Lieutenant, U. S. Kavy.

Commander W, H. Macomb,
Commanding District of Soumls, North Atlantic Squadron.
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letter from Colonel Frankle, U. S. Army, to Commander Maoomb, TT. S. Havy, requerting
information regarding plana of the latter.

Headquarters Forces op Plymouth,
Plymouth, N. C, December 24, 1864.

Sir : Please inform me whether you propose to remain near Williams-
ton or Jamesville, or to return to this place. The rumor that Hoke was
between Tarboro and Jamesville I have heard, as also one that A. P.
Hill's division is at Eainbow Bluff. I am not disposed, however, to
credit these statements, but think they grew out of the fact that a
force of about 8,000 men left Weldon a few days ago, probably en route
for Wilmington.

I do not consider the expedition on which I entered as at an end,
though caution demands that I should guard against the possible truth
of the reports above spoken of, and this of course delays me some-
what. If you propose remaining above Jamesville, and near Williams-
ton, I mean to undertake the expedition suggested in a late letter,

through Bertie [County]. It will only be necessary for this that I can
land safely at Cedar Landing. If you intend to return here please
advise me. In the latter event I shall send a strong daily patrol to
communicate with the Otsego, if she remains where she now is, with
anyone on her.

I am, sir, very respectfully, yours,
Jones Fraitkle,

Colonel Second Massachusetts Artillery, Commanding.

Commander W. H. Macomb, U. S. Navy,
Commanding District of the Sounds.

Order of Commander Macomb, V. 8. ITavy, to a board of offioeis appointed to decide upon the
disposition of the H. S. S. Otsego.

U. S. S. WYALUSmO,
Off Jamesville, N. C, December 25, 1864.

Gentlemen: You are hereby appointed a board to decide whether
it would be more prudent to destroy the Otsego so effectually that the
enemy can make no use of her, or to attempt to raise her, endeavoring
in the meanwhile to hold this part of the river with the other vessels, it

being understood that the heights about Jamesville can not be held by
the available United States troops in North Carolina against any con-

siderable force of the enemy.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. H. Macomb,
Commander, Oomdg. District Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron

Commander A. D. Harrell, U. S. Navy.
Chief Engineer H. H. Stewart, TJ. 8. Navy.
Lieutenant-Commander H. N. T. Arnold, U. S. Navy.
Lieutenant-Commander Earl English, IT. S. Navy.
Acting Master J. A. J. Brooks, U. S. Navy.

N. B.—Eeport in duplicate.

Report of board of officers appointed to decide upon the disposition of the 11. S. S. Otsego.

U. S. S. Chicopee,
Boanolce Biver, off Jamesville, JT. C, December 25, 1864.

Sir: We acknowledge the receipt of your communication of this

date constituting us a board to give an opinion as to the destruction

or attempt to raise and preserve the U. S. S. Otsego.
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Under the circumstances mentioned in your communication, that

Jamesville can not be held by the troops now available, we recommend
that she be destroyed in the most effectual manner possible.

We are, respectfully, yours,
A. D. Hareell,
Commander, U. 8. Navy.

H. H. Stewart,
Chief Engineer, U. 8. Navy.
H. N. T. Arnold,

IAeuten(mt-Com,mander, U. 8. Navy,
Earl English,

Lieutenant-Commander, U. 8. Navy.
John A. J. Brooks,
Acting Master, U. 8. Navy.

Commander W. H. MA.OOMB,
Commanding District 8ounds, North Atlantic 8quadron.

Order of Bear-Admiial Porter, IT. S. Kavy, to Commander Haoomb, XT. S. Nayy, forUdding

fortlier cooperation \ritli the Army without inatroctions.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, offNew Inlet, December 28, 1864.

Sir: Tou will give up the.present expedition you are on. It should
have been given up before, when you found the Army were not coop-

erating with you. Eeturn and raise the Otsego.

Do not cooperate with the Army again until further orders &om me.
Eespectftilly, your obedient servant,

Davtd D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Commander W. H. Macomb,
Commanding District of the Sounds, Plymouth, N. C.

Report of Commander Harrell, TT. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Chicopee, regarding the

progress of that vessel np the Boanoke from Plymouth.

U. S. S. Chicopee,
Off Plymouth, N. C, December 30, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to report that upon my arrival at this place
from Edenton, [N. C], where I had been on duty, I found your order of
December 9 directing me to follow you up the Boanoke Eiver. I got
the Chicopee ready as soon as possible, and joined you the next day at
Jamesville, where I found the Otsego and tug Bazely blown up and sunk
by torpedoes, and the boats of the fleet employed dragging and clear-

ing the river of the same. The boats and officers of this vessel imme-
diately joined in the prosecution of the work of clearing the river.

During several ensuing days our progress was necessarily very slow,
every foot of the river being dragged over, and more than thirty tor-

pedoes found and removed or exploded in the space of 10 miles. After
receiving on board a number of officers and men, being part of the crew
of the late U. S. S. Otsego, and having a torpedo scraper rigged on the
bows, projecting some 15 or 20 feet forward, I steamed up the river with
the tug Belle to assist the Chicopee, by your order, and joined the Val-
ley City, which vessel was in advance, protecting the boats employed
in clearing the river.

From the 15th until the night of the 20th of December the work of
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advancing up the river was prosecuted with unremitted exertions by
all hands working day and night, when the nights were not too dark
for that purpose. StUl, our progress was very slow, the river becoming
narrow and more narrow, the current stronger, and the bends more
numerous and sharper as we advanced.
Steam was of but little use, it being impossible to steer the vessel in

that tortuous stream ; we were, therefore, compelled to rely mostly upon
hawsers, which were run out and made fast to trees on either bank of
the river, and by which we warped ahead. With all the care that the
experienced pilot, James Hobbs, could bestow, the vessel was frequently
so jammed in the trees that it required time and great labor to extricate
her. About 4 o'clock in the afternoon, when just coming in sight of
Poplar Point, ourboats were suddenly fired upon by the enemy's sharp-
shooters, who were concealed behind an embankment. A few rounds
of grape and canister sent them flying to the woods. At this juncture
you came up in the Wyalusing and ordered skirmishers to be advanced
along the river to clear the woods of the enemy. The boats resumed
their labor of grappling for torpedoes, and thus we moved up until

about sunset, when the enemy showed himself in large numbers and
opened a heavy fire, driving our men back to the vessels, but not until

they had gallantly returned his fire several times. At the same moment
he opened fire with his artillery, which was stationed on Poplar Point.

The vessels instantly replied, and the fixing was continued on both sides

until it grew too dark to distinguish objects at a short distance, sharp-

shooters hanging around and firing upon us whenever a favorable oppor-
tunity presented during the night. We passed the night under arms.
During the day of the 2l8t the enemy frequently showed himself and
fired at longer range. Everybodyunder arms during the day and night.

About 1 o'clock on the 22d, by your order, I commenced firing at the
enemy's batteries situated on Poplar Bidge, but failed to elicit a reply.

During the afternoon I was ordered to drop down the river, following

the other vessels. We had scarcely begun to move before the rebel

batteries and riflemen opened upon us again. The rebel sharpshooters

were so bold and pertinacious upon the occasion that they came openly

out within pistol shot of the vessel. Grape and canister, however, soon
dispersed them, and we were permitted to pursue our way down the

river unmolested.
Two weeks of more severe labor could scarcely be conceived than

those which we have just passed through, the officers and crew being

almost incessantly engaged either in dragging for torpedoes, working
anchors and hawsers, or fighting the guns, and sometimes all at the

same time.

I have great pleasure in stating that every demand for continued and
renewed exertion was promptly and cheerfully responded to by both

officers and men.
I enclose you the report of the surgeon, by which you will perceive

that the loss was small, which I, in great measure, attribute to the excel-

lent barricade constructed with cotton bales and hammocks by the

executive officer (Lieutenant Walker).
One officer and 3 men were wounded and 1 man killed. I also enclose

the report of the gunner, showing the expenditure of ammunition from

the 9th (the day we started up the river) to the 26th of December.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. D. Hasbell,

Commander, U, S. N'avy.

W. H. Maoomb,
Commanding Division of Sounds of North Carolina.



174 NOETH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

[Enclosare.]

IT. S. S. Ohicopee,
OffPlymouth, [W. C], December 30, 1864.

SiE: In obedience to orders to report the casualties on board this

vessel on the 20th of December. I respectfully submit the following, viz

:

Joseph D. Wells, acting master, gunshot wound right hand.
John Curtis, seaman, gunshot wound in the abdomen ; died in thirty-

eight hours.
Daniel Murray, landsman, gunshot wound in the hip.

Lyman Langworthy, landsman, gunshot wounds in the foot and leg.

Very respectfully,

G. L. Simpson,
< Acting Assistant Surgeon.

Oommander A. D. Habbell,
Commanding TJ. 8. 8. Chicopee.

Beport of Commander Uacomb, TJ, 8. Navy, transmitting report of lieutenant-Commander
English, XT. S. Navy, Commanding the IT. S. 8. Wyalnsing, regarding the part performed by
that vessel.

U. S. Navy Tabd,
Philadelphia, Pa., February 20, 1866.

Admibai. : I forward herewith the duplicate of the report of Lieu-
tenant-Commander Earl English, formerly commanding the U. S. S.
Wyalusing, of the part taken by that vessel in the expedition up the
Eoauoke Kiver, Korth Carolina, in December, 1864.
Lieutenant-Commander English requested me to forward this report

to you, in order that it might be transmitted to the Navy Department
and placed on file with my reports of the expedition referred to (dated
December 11, 1864, and December 30, 1864, Kos. 60 and 78), the original
not being on file at the Department.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. Macomb,

Commander.
Rear-Admiral Davxd D. Pobteb, U. S. Navy.

[Encloanre.]

TJ. S. S. WTALXTSmG,
Off Plymouth, IT. C, January 31, 1864 [5].

Sib : I have the honor to report that immediately upon your hoisting
your divisional flag on board of this vessel I got underway on the
afternoon of the 9th ultimo and stood up the Boanoke River to James-
ville, at which place I anchored at 9:20 p. m.
While so doing, a signal from this ship was made to the Otsego to

anchor, which vessel was following next astern. She had answered the
signal and was preparing to execute the order, when two torpedoes
exploded under her, with an interval of a few minutes, sinking her
immediately. Boats were straightway sent, and every assistance was
rendered that was possible under the circumstances. The next day
(the 10th) boats were set to work dragging for torpedoes, and from the
number found it became evident that we would be forced to drag the
whole river.

The guns, and every article of value on board of the Otsego that could
be reached, were likewise hoisted out. On the 13th we advanced to
Cedar Landing, 18 miles above Plymouth, when all the guns taken
from the Otsego, with the exception of two IX-inch which had been
placed in battery on board of this vessel, were transferred to a coal
schooner and sent to Plymouth.
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We remained at Cedar Landing till the 17th, during which time the
boats continued dragging ahead, accompanied by the Ghicopee and
Valley City, when we rejoined them between Williamston and Speller's
Ferry; up to this time from thirty to forty torpedoes had been taken
out of the river. On the 18th we advanced as far as Speller's Ferry,
when the owner was arrested on account of his disloyalty and to pre-
vent his giving the enemy information of our movements.
On the 19th, having received information that torpedoes were being

placed in our rear, two boats commanded by Acting Ensign Fossett
were dispatched to drag for them. They returned the next morning,
having proceeded to Cedar Landing, but without finding any.
On the morning of the 20th the dragging party was suddenly fired

on from shore by sharpshooters. The marines from this vessel and the
Ghicopee, under command of Ensign Fossett, were immediately dis-

patched to clear the woods and protect the boats. They soon captured
a prisoner with arms, who was sent on board. Nothing more happened
until late in the day, when the marines were fired on by a body of the
enemy stationed in the woods near Fort Branch, and the same time the
Valley City engaged a battery placed on Poplar Point. We closed up as
fast as possible and opened on the enemy with shell and grape till night
ended the conflict. Shortly after dark we were attacked by sharp-
shooters directly astern, which was kept up for some time. We finally

drove them with our stern howitzers. The next day we were again
engaged. Discovering that the rebels were erecting new and more
extensive works, it was deemed prudent to fall back a short distance to
await the arrival of the troops. On the 22d it became evident that no
adequate force could be expected, and as it was impossible for boats to
drag the river unless covered by a strong body of infantry to protect
them from sharpshooters who concealed themselves behind a levee
running from Poplar Point 4 miles below, we determined to retire,

which was safely carried into effect, the vessels arriving at the wreck
of the Otsego on the morning of the 24th, when this vessel and the
Chicopee immediately hauled alongside of her and stripped her of every-
thing that could possibly be of value to us.

As soon as the rebels perceived that it was our intention to drop down
the river, they opened on us from another battery which they had
hitherto kept masked, which consisted of 32-pounder8.
On the 25th, it having been determined to destroy what was left of

the Otsego, in conjunction with the Chicopee, I fired into her, breaking
the crank and otherwise disabling the machinery beyond the possibility

of redemption. Two torpedoes were exploded inside her engine room,
which produced the most satisfactory results.

The expedition was peculiarly laborious, owing to the very severe

cold, and dragging for torpedoes night and day, which had to be per-

formed altogether in exposed boats against a strong current, and also

to the dif&c^ty of warping the vessels around the narrow and intricate

bends, which in some cases occupied hours.

The greatest credit is due the oflScers and men, who were necessarily

subjected to much exposure and hardship, and the most commendable
zeal in performance of their duty was exhibited by all.

Everyone appeared to do his utmost to insure a successful issue to

the expedition.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Eael English,
Lieuteiumt-Commander, Commanding U. 8. 8. Wyalusing.

, Commander W. H. Macomb,
Commanding District of Bounds ofN'orth Carolina.
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Report of Acting Aniftant Sorgeon Holnian, V. S. Navy, giving the caaoalties on board the

v. B. 8. Wyalnmg.

XT. S. S. Wtalusing,
Off Plymouth, N. C, December 31, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the list of

casualties on board this vessel during the late expedition up the Eoa-
noke Eiver, North Carolina.

Wounded.—Robert Williams, landsman, lacerated wound of scalp,

caused by a splinter on the evening of the 22d instant; doing welL
1 am, sir, very respectfully, etc.

Samxtbl Holman,
Acting Assistant Surgeon.

Identenant-Gommander Earl BwaLiSH, U. S. Favy,
Oommamding Officer.

Report of lientenant-Commander Arnold, IT. 8. Tltny, regarding the ainldng and deitroctlon of

the V. 8. S. Otsego.

U. S. S. Ohicopeb,
OffPlymouth, if. C, January 1, 1865.

Sir : I respectftilly submit the following report of the sinking of the
IT. S. S. Otsego, lately under my command, and other information in
regard to her and her officers and crew

:

On the night of the 9th ultimo, at 9 : 12 p. m., while ascending the
Roanoke River, and forming a part of an expedition then advancing up
it, she was struck by two torpedoes and sunk in thirteen minutes oH'

Jamesville Bluff, in about 2^ fathoms water, submerging entirely her
spar deck.

I am happy to state that no lives were lost and but few persons
injured, and they not seriously. The crew were sent on board the vari-
ous vessels of the fleet in company with us, myself, the officers, and the
marine guard remaining by the sMp during the night, saving and send-
ing away such things as could be got at.

The next day the Wyalusing, the senior officer's ship, hauled along-
side of the Otsego and took her battery on board.
On the 11th, by order of Gommander Macomb, I mounted two

24-pounder howitzers and one 20-pounder rifle on the hurricane deck,
placed our gaUey there, spread awnings for the protection of the men,
provided arms and ammunition, and with 8 officers and 30 men remained
on board the wrecked vessel to keep her from falling into the enemy's
hands and to act as a lookout upon that part of the river, and so far
as lay in my power to prevent the enemy from annoying our vessels •

passing and repassing or from planting batteries upon Jamesville Bluff
while the fleet ascended the river to carry out the intent of the
expedition.

On the 24th of December, the fleet having returned, the Wyalusing
and the Ghicopee came alongside and commenced stripping ship and
removing everything out of her that could be got at. On that even-
ing, by verbal order of Commander Macomb, I left the Otsego and took
up my quarters on board the Ghicopee, the officers and men being dis-
tributed among the various vessels of the squadron.
The next day the work of her destruction commenced by the firing

of solid shot into her engine and boilers on the part of the two vessels
just mentioned; but as the Ohicopee was ordered to Plymouth, I did
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not, in consequence, vdtness it entirely. The Otsego is now entirely
destroyed. Her officers and crew have been disposed of by Commander
Macomb, and the list of all articles saved belonging to her has been
sent to him.

I take great pleasure in testifying to the good conduct of both officers
and men from the time of her sinking until her abandonment.
Almost all the crew have lost their clothing. 1 respectfully suggest

that the officers of the Otsego, if possible, may be given a short leave
of absence, sufficiently long to enable them to provide themselves with
clothing and other articles necessary to their comfort on board ship, as
they lost, some of them, all, and others the most, of their clothing.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. T. Arnold,
Lieutenant-Commander,

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Detailed report of Commaiider Hacomb, V. S. Navy, commanding expedition.

IT. S. S. Shamrock,
Off Plymouth, N. 0., December 30, 1864,

Admiral: I have the honor to make the following report of the
expedition up the Boanoke Biver in obedience to your order of the 1st
instant:

In my Ifo. 60, dated December 11, which was sent you by Acting
First Assistant Engineer Samuel O. Midlam, chief engineer of the
Otsego, I gave a full account of the progress of the expedition up to that
date, including the destruction of the Otsego and Bazely by torpedoes.
After this it became necessary to drag the river ahead of the vessels

with small boats, which, of course, rendered the passage up the river
extremely tedious, not allowing us to make more than 6 miles per day.
In this manner we advanced about 8 miles above Jamesville before

finding any more topedoes, but here we came on another nest of them.
This was on the 14th Instant, and all through that day the boats were
engaged dragging out the torpedoes, of which they found twenty-one
at this point.

It will now be necessary to give a brief account of the movements
of the army forces of the expedition up to this time.

The arrangement between myself and Colonel Jones Frankle, Second
Massachusetts Artillery, commanding the land forces, was that we
were to communicate at Jamesville, Williamston, and other places on
the way, but being ignorant of the time it would necessarily take to

get vessels of this class up a narrow and tortuous river like the Boan-
oke, he thought that it would be necessary for him to move very fast

to keep us from overtakiog and passing him, and on arriving at James-
ville before the gunboats he did not wait for us, but pushed on, think-
ing that we would catch up to him soon enough. The consequence of
this was that he reached the bluff on the third day after leaving Ply-
mouth, while we were struggling up the river, dragging night and day
to clear out the torpedoes.
On arriving at the bluff within sight of the enemy's works Colonel

Frankle decided-that as the gunboats had not yet got up, and as he was
short of ammunition and ])rovisions, his transports from which he

N w R—^VOL 11 12
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had expected to be supplied being with us, it would not be prudent to

risk an assault on the enemy's works, being ignorant of their force.

In this opinion he was supported by Brigadier-General Wild, who had

gone with the colonel as volunteer. Accordingly they fell back to

Jamesville, where they notified me of their arrival on the 15th mstant.

The colonel came up to the place where we were at that time, called

Cedar Landing, and proposed that in advancing again we should pur-

sue a new plan, which was that he should land his forces on the north

(Bertie County) side of the river, push on up to Edwards Ferry, where

he would destroy the rebel ironclad and then return, meeting the gun-

boats at Speller's Ferry or Poplar Point. This plan seemed feasible

and was adopted, but when the colonel returned to Jamesville to pre-

pare for crossing his troops over the river, he was informed by his

surgeon that most of his men were sick or frost-bitten, they having

started without proper shoes, etc., and it was thought necessary that

they should return to Plymouth to recruit, which they did. After this

it was understood that the land force would advance again as soon as

the men were sufficiently recruited, and that in the meantime we
should continue up the river, they joining us before we reached Eain-

bow Bluff.

"We pushed on up the river as before, dragging all the way untu the

20th, when, about 7 miles below Eainbow, our dragging party were fired

on by the enemy from the woods on the bank, and 1 man killed and an
officer and 3 others wounded. The officerwas Acting Master Joseph D.
Wells, of the CMcopee. The Valley City, which vessel was kept close

behind the boats to protect them from an attack of this kind, immedi-

ately opened fire on the place where the rebels had been seen, for the

woods were too thick to allow us to see the men, and drove them ofiF.

Dragging in the boats now became a very dangerous operation ; nev-

ertheless it must be done or we could proceed no farther. When we
started ahead again in the afternoon I landed the marines under com-
mand of Acting Ensign L. H. Fossett, of the Wyalusing, to act as

skirmishers, keeping opposite to the boats and under cover of the Valley

City's guns. We advanced this way about 3 miles, when we came to a
place where the river curved toward a high ridge of land which had
been in sight for some time on the left bank of the river, but some dis-

tance off. At this point the marines were fired on by a large number
of the enemy hid in the surrounding woods. Our men fell back till

they reached a levee which skirted the river, under cover of which they
made their way to the ships and were taken off. All this time the Valley

City was shelling over their heads, and very soon the enemy oi>ened
with a battery from the top of the ridge, to which the Vall^ City

replied, as did also the CMcopee, which vessel came up at that time. Mr.
John E. Lewis, late pilot of the Otsego, whom I had ordered on board
the Valley City on temporary duty, was killed at this time by a Mini^
ball, which passed through his head, and 1 man on the Valley City was
wounded.
This was the time for the land force to have been at hand to clear

the enemy from the river banks so that we could continue dragging,
but their supplies had not been sent to them from ^ew Berne, and they
were obliged to borrow from the Shamroch (which vessel was left to
guard Plymouth) to subsist their men until they should receive their
supplies.

Thus, herewe were, withnothing to do buttowait, for itwas impossible
to drag the river as long as the woods on the banks continued full of
ihe enemy's sharpshooters, and we could not dislodge them without a
land force.



NOBTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 179

Daring the night of the 20th we were annoyed by the enemy, who lay
on the bank under cover of the levee and fired on ns with musketry,
and it was only after shelling for some time and throwing away a great
deal of grape and canister that we could drive them off. On the morn-
ing of the 21st, not having heard anything from the enemy's battery,
though we had opened a heavy fire on it that morning, I determined to
send the Valley City around the bend (as far as the boats had dragged)
to see if they had not taken their guns away, knowing that if they had
not they would fire on her. She got underway and was rounding the
point, her bows only being visible beyond, when the enemy open-d on
her with a new battery, which must have been thrown up during the
night, only a few hundred yards distant, and fired four shots before she
could drop back again, three of which struck her; one of them, a shell,
bursting in the pilot house, killed 2 men and wounded the pilot and 1
other. They had got the range of the point previously, for Acting
Master Brooks, of the Valley City, saw the man walk up to the gun and
pull the lock string without taking aim.

After this we threw some lOO-pounder shell at the battery over the
woods, but it was so screened by the trees that we could only see from
the tops the smoke which rose from their guns, and therefore I am
unable to say what damage we did. During the day we were fired on
from the woods, and in the afternoon we saw the rebels working on the
top of the ridge not more than 1,000 yards from where we lay. We
threw some shell at them and made them stop their work for a while,
but as soon as we stopped they began again. It was evident that they
were planting a battery at this point, and as we could do no good where
we were, I dropped into the next reach, where we lay for the night out
of sight from the ridge.
Up to the afternoon of the 22d we had no news of the army's advance,

and during the last few days the enemy had been largely reinforced,
probably by the forces accumulated to opposeGeneral Warren's advance
on Weldon, F. 0. I was informed by contrabands, citizens, and a pris-

oner whom we captured, that the rebels had 8,000 men at and about
Eainbow, and from the numbers that swarmed on the banks on all sides
I should judge that this report was not much exaggerated. It was evi-

dent, then, that even should Colonel Frankle bring up his 1,000 or 1,500
men, they could not succeed in driving from a strong position a force
so much superior to their own. But as long as the enemy held the
bank s of the river, I would be unable to drag in open boats for torpedoes,
which I was informed from all quarters were laid in this part ofthe river,

and consequently could not advance with the gunboats. Had not the
torpedoes prevented our advance we could have run past the batteries,

though we should have been obliged to warp the vessel up the river. 1

therefore determined to fall back. I sent picket boat No, 5 ahead with
a request that Colonel Frankle would send a force from Plymouth to
hold the bluff at Jamesville till we should have passed down, as this

point could have been fortified with a few fleldpieces so as to give us a
great deal of trouble in passing. On her way down No. 5 met an army
transport with a few hundred men on their way to Williamston, to the
commanding ofBcerofwhich they delivered my letter to Colonel Frankle,
and the transport accordingly landed the men at Jamesville, as I
requested.
We dropped down the river all night, and anchored near morning

above some sharp bends about a mile from Speller's. In the afternoon,

when we commenced dropping down the river, the enemy's sharp-

shooters followed us about 6 miles, and we had to keep up at intervals a
heavy fire of grape and canister to drive them oft'.
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The next morning, 23d, we commenced dropping again, and about

midnight we reached Jamesville. The passage down the river was
effected with much less diflacnlty than anyone expected, judging from

the difficulty of the ascent, but it required the strictest attention and

the greatest care on the part ofthe pilots. All hands were on deck aU
the time, except for two or three hours when we lay at night above

Speller's Ferry, and boats were kept constantly alongside ready to take

out hawsers.
All through the expedition we had to contend with the greatest diflft-

culties, and the failure to accomplish the object mentioned in your letter

of the 1st can not be attributed to any fault of ours. Had we not

encountered the torpedoes, the expedition would undoubtedlyhave been
8ucces8fiil,forwe8hould have reachedthebluffbefore the enemyhadbeen
reinforced, and we could easily have driven the few troops then in the

batteries from their guns. But from what I heard of General Palmer's
orders from General Butter, I should judge that one, at least, of the

objects of the expedition was accomplished, which was also an object of

General Warren's raid, namely, to occupy the enemy's troops to prevent
him from sending forces to the South against Sherman.
During the whole time we have been up the river, two weeks, the

officers and men have been continually engaged in the most arduous
duties and have always been prompt and cheerful in their performance.
On the night succeeding our arrival at Jamesville an explosion was

heard up the river, which I at first feared to be a torpedo exploded by
the CMcopee, but on sending up to find out, everything was found right
with that ship, and she had fired no gun, nor had any other vessel. The
report must therefore have been caused by a torpedo which the enemy
exploded while trying to sink it in the river, supposing that we had not
yet passed down, or to prevent us from reascending.

It now became necessary to make some disposition of the Otsego,

either to attempt to raise her and recover her engine, or to destroy her
so effectual^ that the rebels could make no use of her. I therefore
called a board of officers to decide the question, who determined that
it would be most expedient to destroy her, as she could not be raised
without the heights at Jamesville were held by our forces during the
operation, which Colonel Prankle affirmed could not be done by the
available forces in this district against the force which the enemy might
bring againstit, on account of the character of the surrounding country.
I enclose a report of the board, and also Colonel Frankle's certificate.

On the 25th instant, after I had taken everything out of the Otsego
that couldbereached in her condition—her battery and a largenumber of
articles, as will be seen by the enclosed list—the Ghicopee hauled along-
side of her and fired solid shot, aiming at her machinery, which was
much damaged thereby, though almost entirely submerged. After the
CMcopee ceased, the Wyalusing went alongside and continued the
destruction till everything visible was broken. The wheels were
knocked to pieces, one end of the shaft broken off, the machinery about
the valve chest badly broken, and the crank smashed. After this I
exploded about 100 pounds of powder near the valves by sinking it

through the valve hatch near the condenser, and another barrel contain-
ing about 300 pounds was blown up in the fire room between the boilers.
When the destruction was thus rendered as complete as possible, she
was set on fire.

We then got underway and ran down to Plymouth.
Before closing this report I wish to give you an idea of the extreme

diflacnlty attending the passage up this river by vessels of this class.
The river is so tortuous that they are unable to steam up, but have to
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proceed by sending out hawsers to the trees to swing around the bends,
the current being too strong to permit a tug to tow them up. More-
over, it is so narrow (not exceeding 70 yards in any place above James-
ville) that these vessels have not room to spring around to bring their
batteries to bear; and should it become necessary to fire up a reach
they can only spring around sufficiently to bring their forward guns
to bear. The class of vessels most appropriate for this river is, as I
have before stated, the large ferryboats like the Gommodore Barney.
These vessels can bring their whole battery (which is nearly as heavy
as that of this vessel) to bear directly ahead and astern ; and moreover,
not being as long as the double-enders, they can, in most cases, steam
around the bends without the help of hawsers.
Before this expedition it was not thought practicable by any of the

pilots here to ascend this river with double-enders, and I will venture
to assert that the operation of taking vessels 250 feet long (the neces-
sary appendage of torpedo catchers making 25 feet more length) up
such a river as this is one of the most difficult on record in the naval
history of this war. The vessels were frequently swept by the current
fairly in among the trees, their branches entangling our rigging, and
carrying away rails, etc. Each of the vessels lost three torpedo catchers
in this way.
The commandingofficers.Commander [A. D.lHarrell, Lieutenant-Com-

mander [Earl] English, Acting Masters [J. A. J.l Brooks, [H. H.] Foster,

and [J. Or.] Green, and Acting Ensign [J. H.] Chapman, behaved in the

most commendable manner, as did also the officers and men under their

command. Lieutenant-Commander Arnold, although not able to take
an active part in the operations above Jamesville, was necessarily left

in a very embarrassing position on board the wreck of his vessel with
a XMJrtion of his crew and a few officers.

Acting Master Brooks, of the Valley City, deserves my special notice

on account of the manner in which he conducted the operations of drag-

ging the river.

Lieutenant-Commander English, on whose vessel I hoisted the divi-

sional officer's pennant, has my thanks for his efficient services in the

capacity, as it were, of fleet captain.

The casualties during the expedition were: Otsego, 1 man wounded
by explosion of torpedo; Bazely, 2 men killed; Chicopee, 1 man killed

and an officer and 3 men wounded; Wyalusing, 1 man wounded; Valley

City, 1 officer killed, 2 men killed, and 1 officer and 2 men wounded.

Total, 6 killed and 9 wounded.
The losses would have been much greater had not the vessels, by my

order, made breastworks around their hurricane decks and other exposed

parts, of cotton bales (which had been captured a short time previous

by the Ohicopee) and the men's bags and hammocks, which protected

us &om the rifle balls.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. Maoomb,

Commander, Comdg. District Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

[Xelegiam.]

Headquarters Army of IJ'orthern Virginta,
December 23, 1864.

General Leventhorpe reports the enemy attempted, on the 20th, to

land a force at Poplar Point, 3 miles from Fort Branch, on the Roanoke.
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The attacking party consisted of three gunboats and barges loaded
with troops. After a combat of three hours they were repulsed with
loss. The attack was renewed on 21st and their skirmishers landed,

which were attacked and driven to the boats. The gunboats have
resumed the position they occupied previous to their attempt to land
troops at Poplar Point.

B. E. Lbe.
Hon. J. A. Sbddon.

[Telegram.]

Headquaktbbs Abmt of Nokthebn Virginia,
December 23, 1864.

General Leventhorpe reports that he attacked the enemy's gnnboats
yesterday off Poplar Point and drove them away. Our infantry kept
np and fought them with determination for 4 miles. Colonel Whitford,
who behaved with great gallantry on the occasion, was slightly

wounded.
E. E. Lke.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War,

[Telegram.]

PoBT MoHBOE, Va., December 10, 1864—3:30 p. m.
(Eeceived 4 p. m.)

We would like some more men, about 200, at once, to fill np dis-

charged men's places. They can follow us down. Mostly seamen and
ordinary seamen.

D. D. POETEE,
Bear-Admiral.

Hon. G. V. Pox,
Assistant Secretary Navy,

[Telegram.]

Hampton Eoads, December 10, 1864.

(Eeceived 2:45 p. m.)
"We are very much in want of men. Only 176 of the 800 required

have come. Will you please send some at once for the James Eiver
division!—about 150—and the rest for the other portions of the
squadron.

David D. Poetbe,
Rear-Admiral,

Hon. G. Welles.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Bennison, JJ. 8. Navy, command-
ing U. 8. 8. Oherolcee, regarding the capture of the British steamer
Emma Renry.

TJ. S. S. Ghebokee,
U. 8. Naval Station, Beaufort, N. C, December 10, 1864.

8ie: I have the honor to submit the following report:
In latitude 30° 53' N., longitude 77o 16' W., sighted black smoke

bearing W. N. W. By keeping in the sun glare I managed to approach
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within 5 miles of a steamer unperceived; the stranger was heading to
the eastward, bat upon seeing us he turned to the northward and west-
ward; as I gained upon him rapidly he turned to the northward and
eastward. Thinking I was in range I fired two shots; finding they
fell short discontinued the fire. As I was still gaining he hauled to the
eastward and made sail, which increased his speed and equalized the
chase. The wind was strong from the northeast and a very rough sea
running. I carried all sail I had. At 11:40 he 8hort«ned sail and
headed to the northward and stopped. At 12 m. I was alongside and
took possession of the English blockade runner Emma Henry ^ with 600
bales of cotton. As her feed pumps would not work, I took her in tow
for Beaufort, K. 0., where I arrived on the morning of the 9th instant.

There were no other vessels in sight at the time of the capture.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,.

Wm. E. Dbnnison,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Gommcmding Cherokee.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington City, B. 0.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Dennison, TJ. 8. Navy, commend-
ing the conduct of the officers of the captured steamer Emma Henry.

U. 8. 8. Oheeokbe,
TJ. 8. Naval Station, Beaufort, N. 0., December 13, 1864.

Sib : I feel it my duty to bear testimony to the fact that the captain

and officers of the steamer Emma Henry conducted themselves in a

manner highly creditable at the time and since the capture. The cap-

tain prevented the crew from defacing the vessel or destroying the

property on board. The chief engineer has used every exertion and

rendered valuable assistance in getting the steamer ready for sea.

As the conduct of these officers is so different from what I have

seen in other captures, I have taken the liberty of drawing your atten-

tion to the fact.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. E. Dennison,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Oommanding Cherokee.

Bear-Admiral David D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Hampton Boads, Va.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to the commandant navy

yard, Norfolk, regarding the IT. 8. 8. Cambridge.

Off Noefolk, December 10, 1864.

Sie: Just before the Cambridge is ready tor sea, you will please

apply to the Department to fill her up with her complement of officers,

as I have been obliged to take most all of hers to meet the wants of the

squadron. When she is all ready for sea, she will proceed and report

to Rear-Admiral Dahlgren for duty in the South Atlantic Squadron.

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
' ^ David D. Poetee,

Bear-Admiral.

Oaptain John M. Beeeien,
OommMiding Navy Yard, Norfolk.
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Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commodore Schenck, U. 8,

Navy, regarding the U. S. S. Tacony.

Hampton Roads, December 10, 1864.

GOMMODOBS : The Tacony is hereby assigned temporarily to your
division in place of the Mattabesett, ordered to the sounds, and the
commandinii; officer has been directea to conform to general orders.

Respectfully, yours,

David D. Poetee,
Bear-Admiral.

Commodore J. F. Sohbnok,
Oommcmding Third Division, North AtUmtio Sqyiadron.

Beport of Commander Quest, U. S. Navy, regarding contraband trade in
the Nansemond Biver.

TJ. S. S. losoo,
Nansemond Biver, December 10, 1864,

GoMMODOBE : I am here in pursuance of orders from you. I got the
8assa<ni8 here this morning for the purpose of landing our men to
examine the shores of the river, but the fog is so thick that I have
postponed the expedition, believing it to be unsafe to send my men
beyond the cover of the guns of this vessel.

I have boarded a great number of small vessels, all having a permit
from the provost-marshal, by order of General Butler, "to fish and oys
ter, and carry provisions to the right bank of the Nansemond." Some
of these vessels are not provided with the ordinary appliances for fish-
ing, and I believe there is an extensive contraband trade going on and
information famished to the enemy. I heard from a bona fide oyster-
man that rebel scouts are, or were, on the left bank of the Nansemond
day before yesterday. There is nothing whatever to prevent commu-
nication with the left as well as the right bank so long as these per-
mits are granted.

I therefore respectfliUy request permission to disregard these permits
and to blockade this river strictly and to break up this business
altogether.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

John Gttest,
Commander, OommoMding U, S. 8. Iosco.

Oommodore H, K. Thatohee,
Oomdg. 1st Div. North Atlantic Squadron,

Senior Officer, Mampton Boads.

[Tdegram.]

Navy Depaetment, December 11, 1864.
Orders sent to Kew York for all seamen and ordinary seamen they

have. Dictator leaves New York to-morrow.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

Rear-Admiral D. D. PoETBE, TJ. S. Navy,
Oomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Boads.



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 185

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to First Assistant Engineer
Lay, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. 8puyten Duyvil, to proceed up
the James River.

Hampton EoaDS, December ll, 1864.

Sib : You will proceed as soon as possible with the Spuyten Duyvil
np James Eiver and report to Commander W. A. Parker, commanding
Fifth Division North Atlantic Sqaadron.

Eespectfolly, etc.,

Dattd D. Pobtek,
Rear-Admiral.

First Assistant Engineer J. L. Lay,
Commanding Spuyten Duyvil.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Captain Olisson, U. 8.
Navy, to convoy the monitor Mahopac to Beaufort, N. C.

Hampton Roads, December 11, 1864.

SiE : You will accompany the monitor Mahopac to Beaufort, N. 0.,
and if necessary take her in tow and give her all aid and assistance
on the voyage, after which you will remain in a position to join the
squadron if you can not go into Beaufort with safety.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Poktee,

Rear-Admiral.
Captain O. S. Glisson,

Commanding XT, 8. 8. 8antiago de Cuba.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Potter, V. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Mahopac, to proceed to

Beaufort, N. C.

Hampton Roads, December 11, 1864.

Sib : You will proceed to Beaufort, N. C, in company or tow of the
Santiago de Cuba, and fill up there with ammunition without delay,
working night and day.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Pobteb,

Rear-Admiral,
Lieutenant-Commander E. E. Potteb,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Mahopac, Hampton Roads.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter^ If. 8. Navy, to Captain 8ands, U. 8.

Navy, to convoy the monttor Monadnock to Beaufort, N. 0.

Hampton Roads, December 11, 1864.

Sib : Yon will accompany the monitor Monadnock to Beaufort, N. C,
and if necessary take her in tow and give her all aid and assistance

on the voyage, after which you will remain in a position to join the

squadron if you can not get into Beaufort with safety.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Poetbe,

Rear-Admiral.

Captain B. P. Sands,
Commanding V. 8. 8. Fort JacTcson, Hampton Roads.
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Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, JJ. S. Navy, to Commander Parrott,

U. 8. Na/oy, commanding U. 8. 8. MonadnocTc, to proceed to Beaufort,

N.O.
Hampton Boads, December 11, 1864.

Sib: Tou will proceed to Beaufort, N. 0., in company or tow of the

Fort Jackson, and fill up there with ammunition without delay, working

night and day.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Poetee,
Bear-Admiral.

Commander B. G. Paeeott,
U. 8. 8. Monadnoch, Ham/pton Boads.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Trenchard,

TT. 8. Navy, to convoy the monitor Canonicus to Beaufort, N, C.

Hampton Eoads, December 11, 1864.

SiE : Ton will accompany the monitor Canonicus to Beaufort, N. 0.,

and if necessary take her in tow and give her all aid and assistance

on the voyage, after which you will remain in a position to join the

squadron if you can not go into Beaufort with safety.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Poetee,

Bear-Admiral.

Commander S. D. Tbenohaed,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Bhode Island, Hampton Boads.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Belknap, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Canonicus, to proceed to

Beaufort, N. C.

Hampton Roads, December 11, 1864.

SiE: Tou will proceed to Beaufort, N. O., in company or tow of the
Bhode Island and fill up there with ammunition without delay, working
night and day.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Poetee,

Bear-Admiral.
Lieutenant-Commander Geo. E. Belknap,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Canonicu,s, Hampton Boads.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Quest, XT. 8.

Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Iosco, to proceed to Beaufort, N. C.

Hampton Roads, December 11, 1864.

SiE: Tou will proceed with the Iosco to Beaufort, taking advantage
of a smooth time after this wind abates, and remain there till further
orders. The Sassacus goes down there and you can keep company with
her if you apprehend that your vessel might require assistance.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Poetee,

Bear-Admiral,
Commander John Guest,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Iosco.
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Instructions from Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander
Macomb, U. 8. Navy, regarding the execution of Treasury regulations
relative to trade,

NoETH Atlantic Squadeon,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Hampton Roads. December 11, 1864.

SiE : The late Treasury regulations make some new arrangements
with regard to trade.
The only thing required from you is to abstain from any interference

in the permits granted by legal representatives of the Treasury Depart-
ment. You will recognize these permits when they are signed by Gen-
erals Butler or Shepley, commanding in the District of North Carolina,
taking care that no attempts to introduce contraband of war among the
rebels are successful. The object of the law is to enable persons to
bring out the products of the country, and, as the military commander
of the district is responsible for the character of the persons who trade
within the lines occupied by our troops, his name must be considered
as ample security for the loyalty of the parties concerned.
In these matters you will not fail to observe the proper courtesy due

to the commanders of the district in which trade is allowed. There are
many persons, though, who are so avaricious and regardless of the harm
theymay do our cause, that they will not hesitate to violate the law and
carry stores of all kinds to the rebels. Whenever you meet with such
cases, don't hesitate to seize the property and also the persons of the
individuals engaged in illegal traffic, which is when they go beyond the
permit granted by the Treasury.
A Treasury agent has no right to grant permits to trade, beyond

bringing out cotton, tobacco, and other products of the country, and
you must examine carefully the papers of all persons who are found
purchasing in your district. All boats and parcels are subject to
search, and you will use the authority you have for that purpose.
Cotton and tobacco belonging to Confederate authority, or to persons
employed in arms against the United States, are subject to seizure bythe
vessels under your command, and can be sent into court and informed
on, as follows, to the judge of the district to which they are sent:

SiK : I beg leave to inform against (so mnch mercliandiBe) the property of A. B.
(rebel officer or rebel authority), which yoa will please libel and proceed against
according to law. I herewith enclose yoa a statement of all the circumstances con-
nected with the capture.

Respectfully, etc.

If you detect any Treasury agent granting permits for articles con-

traband of war, or in any way Uable to be used by the Confederates in

arms, yon will report him to me and I will report the matter to the
Department.
Any vessel or boat caught trading, or going within the enemy's lines,

will be seized, permit or no permit.

Yery respectfully, yours,
David D. Poetbe,

Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic 8quadron

Commander W. H. Macomb,
Commanding District of the Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron

.
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Report of Commander Parker, U. IS. Navy, commanding Fifth Division,

regarding the affairs of his commamd.

tr. 8. MoNiTOB Onondaga,
Aiken^s Landing, James River, December 11, 1864.

SiB: I have to report that I visited all the vessels in James Eiver,

in obedience to your order by telegraph of the 8th instant, received by
me at 4: 30 o'clock p. m., going down the river in the tagboat Epsilon.

I found the different vessels at their stations, and read to the com-
manders of them your telegraphic dispatch enjoining them to keep on
the alert to row guard and to take other useful precautions to keep
the police of the river. I found the crews of nearly all the vessels

deficient in men, particularly in firemen and coal heavers.

I would respectfully suggest that an efficient gunboat should be sta-

tioned at Fort Powhatan, which is now unguarded, and at least two
vessels should be kept at Deep Bottom, which, with Haxall's Landing,
are the most vital points on the river.

Lieutenant-Commander Blake, of the JEutaw, reports that the enemy
attacked our line at Deep Bottom yesterday and captured some of our
pickets, but that he shelled them and disabled one of his 100-pounder
Parrott guns in the action. The gun was disabled at the vent, and I
propose to send it down in the Fhlox for repairs. Ifo wooden vessels
could pass Fort Powhatan if the rebels get possession of it, as it forms
a natural gateway to the river.

I found the Hunchback and the Daylight cruising between White
Shoal light-house and Point of Shoals, as you had directed in a former
telegram, but returned to City Point in the Hunchback as she was in

want of coal. I have stationed this vessel near the Hutaw, as Lieutenant-
Commander Blake said it was important to have some support in case
of attack. The Mendota, Commodore Perry, Western World, and Henry
Drinker will cruise at the mouth of the river with the Daylight, as you
directed.

Most of the vessels of this division require repairs, and two more
powerful tugs could be usefully employed. There are not enough gun-
boats to guard all the important points of the river.

The Miami is at City Point to protect the transports and other pub-
lic property there, and to superintend the coal and ordnance vessels.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Commanding Graves is well qualified for
this position, and is well acquainted with General Grant and his staff;
this fact gives him facilities for the transaction of business.
About six more vessels of the size of the Mendota could be usefully

employed in James Eiver.
* * • » • •

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wm. a. Pabkeb,

Commanding Fifth Division.
Bear-Admiral David D. Poexeb,

Commanding Worth Atlantic Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Wavy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Adams, U. S. Wavy, regarding the departure of ordnance vessels for
Beaufort, W. C.

Hampton Eoads, December 12, 1864.
SiB: When the gale is over and setting to a steady northwester you

will start the ordnance vessels so that the wind wiU carry them as far
as Beaufort, U. C.
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Don't fail in getting them off at the right time. Take any tugs you
can find to tow them to where they can make sail.

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter.
Bear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander H. A. Adams, Jr.,

Fleet Ordnance Officer, Flagship Malvern, Hampton Roads.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, XT. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Gommamder
Walker, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Saoo, to proceed with the

squadron to Beaufort, N. C.

Flagship Malvern,
Hampton Roads, Ya., December 12, 1864.

Sir : You will transfer to the commanding officer of the Atlanta all

guard papers and orders and will prepare to sail with the squadron.
Ton will go to Beaufort, N. C, and await the sailing of the vessels

from that place to join in the coming fight.

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant.
Dated D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander Jno. G. Walker,
Commanding U. 8, 8, 8aco, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, IT. 8. Navy, to the commandamt navy-

yard, Norfolk, regarding theforwarding of vessels to Beaufort, N. G.

Hampton Egads, December 12, 1864.

Captain : As I will not have a chance to see you again, I wish to

request that as fast as the repairs on the vessels at the yard, which
belong at Beaufort, are finished, that you will send them down to

report.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.

Captain John M. Berrien,
Commanding Navy Yard, Norfolk.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Ensign Allen, U. 8.

Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. 1. N. 8eymour.

Hampton Eoads, December 13, 1864.

Sir: Tou will proceed to York Eiver and report to commanding
officer there for duty.

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.

Commanding Officer I. N. Seymour,
Hampton Roads.
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Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieu-

tenant Woodward, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Atlanta, to

prepare the tug Republicfor guard duty.

Hampton EoAds, December 13, 1864.

Sib: Put an ofiacer and a few men with arms on board the tug

Bepublicin addition to those she has and give her commander orders to

go and relieve the 8aco, doing guard duty, at once. She will remain

anchored where the 8aco is until the Toung America comes down, when

the latter vessel will be guard ship until Commander Parker makes

other arrangements.
EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,

Dated D. Pobtee,

Commanding Officer tJ. S. S. Atlanta,
Hampton Roads.

Rear-Admiral.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. 8. Navy, to Commander Corbin, U. 8.

Na/oy, commanding U. 8. 8. Augusta.

Hampton Roads, December 13, 1864.

SiE : You will get a tow and proceed to Baltimore, Md., and report

to commandant of station there.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Pobtbe,

Rear-Admiral.
Commander T. G. Oobbin,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Augusta, Hampton Roads.

[Telegram.]

Hampton Roads, December 13, 1864.

Ton gave us four prizes this mo3n. We have five and one steamer
destroyed.
Mr. Higgins has left. One million one hundred thousand [dollars of]

rebel property captured this moon.
David D. Poeteb,

RearAdmiral.
Hon. G. V. Fox,

Assistant 8ecretary of Navy, Washington.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. 8, Navy, to Commander Parker, TJ. 8.

Navy, regarding the control of affairs in James River and adjo/cent

waters,

Hampton Roads, December 13, 1864.

SiE: As I am about to proceed to Beaufort and the blockade, it

devolves on you to take the control of affairs in James River and the
adjacent waters.
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You know the duty to be performed by your division, and will exe-
cute it as may seem to you best for the interest of the service, changing
the vessels to suit circumstances.

Very respectfully, yours,

David D. Poetbb,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Commander W. A. Pabkeb,
Commanding Fifth Division North Atlantic Squadron.

[Telegram.]

Hampton Edads, December 13, 1864—1:30 p.m.
I shall leave here for Beaufort in an hour.

David D. Poetee,
Bear-Admiral,

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Letter from Bear-Admiral Porter, XT. S. Navy, to Major-Qeneral Butler,
U. 8. Army, regarding the departure of United States vessels from
Hampton Boadsfor Beaufort, N. G.

IS'OETH Atlantic Squadeon,
U. S. Flagship Malvern, Hampton Boads, December 13, 1864.

Genbeal : The rest of the fleet will leave here in three hours, and
will proceed to the rendezvous 25 miles east of Cape Fear Eiver.
The powder vessel wiU go to Beaufort and take 90 tons of powder I

had there. I shall follow and communicate with you after she leaves
Beaufort for her destination. I think the Louisiana will carry the 300
tons. She has now 200 on board and room for 200 more, though that
would sink her too deep. She has delayed us a little, and our move-
ments had to depend on her.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Poetee,

Bear-Admiral.
Major-General B. F. Butlee,

Commanding, etc.. Fortress Monroe, Va.

Report of Commander Spicer, U. S. Navy, forwarding prize list of cotton.

17. S. S. QxJAKEE City,
Beaufort, N. C, December 13, 1864.

SiE : I have the honor to address the Department, and respectfully

forward herewith a prize list of 15 bales of cotton, picked up by this

vessel on the 8th of December.
I have, sir, the honor to be.

Very respectfully, your obedient servantj
Wm. F. Spicbe,

Commander, U. 8. Na/vy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of Navy, Washington, D. G.
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List of vessels and their stations in the North Atlantic Blockading
Squadron.

FoETH Atlantic Squadron, December 15, 1864.

Kame.

Agawam
AlabaiDa
Anemone
Alert
Atlanta
Aries
Angnsta
Adger, James
Ailetta
Albemarle (hnlk) .

.

Alpha
Beta (formerly call<

ed ploltet boat
No. 2).

Berberry ,

Britannia
Banshee
Bignonia
Belle
Brooklyn
Ben Morgan (hnlk)

.

Charles Phelps
Canonicns
Chicopee
Clematis
CommodoreHnll. .

.

Ceres
Colorado
Cherokee
Calypso
Cambridge
Commodore Barney
Cactns
Commodore Morris

.

Cmsader
CommodorePerry.

.

Cuyler,E.R
Chippewa
Cohasset
Clinton ,

Dumbarton
Pelaware
Dawn
Daylight :...

Dictator
Dacotah
Delta
Epsilon
Emma
Eolns
Eataw
fort Jackson
riorlda
Fort Donelson
Fahkee
Grand Gulf
Gettysbnrg
Governor Backing-
ham.

General Putnam . .

.

Granite
Glance
Gamma
Howquah
Huron
Hnncliback
Henry Brinker
Heliotrope
Hoyt
Hetzel
Harcourt
Iosco
Juniata

,

I. N. Seymour
Kansas
Keystone State
LIUm

Guns. Class. Commanding officer.

Commander A. G. Khjnd
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant F. Smith. .

.

Acting Ensign W. C.Borden
Acting Ensign J. Bishop
Acting Volunteer Lieut. T. J. Woodward.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant F. 3. Wells

.

Commander B. M. Dove

Acting ifnsign K.E.iJaTlB.

Present duty or station.

Acting Ensign E. W. Bowntree
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant S. Hnse
Acting Volunteer Lieut. W. H. Garfield.

.

Acting Volnnteer LieutenantW. D. Koath

3
3

4
Sloop,

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

Captain J. Alden
Acting Master A. B. Mnlford
Acting Ensign [Wm. ] Ottiwell
LieutenaDt'Commander G. E. Belknap.
Commander A. D. Harrell __

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. D. Bruner
Acting Master F. Joaeelyn
Acting Master H. H. Foster
Commodore H.K. Thatcher
Actin^VoInnteer Lieut. W. E. Dennison.
Acting Master F. D. Stuart
Acting Volunteer LieutenantJ. F. Nickels
Acting Volunteer Lieut. G. B. Livingston
Acting Master and Pilot Jno. Evans
Acting Master K. G. Lee
Acting Volun teer Lieutenant Peter Hays

.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant A. P. Foster
Commander C. H. B. Caldwell
Lieutenant-Commander A. W. Weaver.
Acting Ensign and Pilot G. B. Griffin ..
Acting Ensign G. W. Hadden
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant H. Brown
Acting Master J. H.Eldrldge
ActingMasterJ. A. Jackaway
Acting Master H.A.Phelon
Commodore Jno. Eodgers

Acting Master's Mate W. F. Gragg
Acting Ensign E. M. Bogga
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. C. Dunn
Acting Master E. S. Keyser
Lieutenant-Commander H. C. Blake

,

Captain B. F. Sands

Acting VolnnteerLientenantT. Pickering
Acting Master F.E. Webb

Lieutenant E. H. Lamson ....'.'.'.'.'

Acting Volunteer Lieut J. MaoDiannld..

Acting Master H. H. Savage
Acting Master E. Boomer

,

Acting Ensign H. Wheeler ...'."

Acting Ensign H. F. Curtis
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. W. Batch.
Llentenant-ComiDander T. O. Selfridge
Lieutenant Jo. Fyffe
Acting Ensign j; H. Kerens
Acting Ensign and Pilot Norman
Acting Ensign H. B. Twambly
Acting Master Thompson

Commander John* Guest
Captain W. R. Taylor
Acting Ensign F.B.Allen
Lieutenant-Commander P. 6. Watmongh .

Commander H. Eolando
ActingVolunteerLientenantT. A. Harris.

Norfolk Navy Tard.
Off Wilmington.
Beaufort, N. C.
James Elver.
Hainpton Boads.
Off Wilmington.
Not reported.

Do.
Beanfort, N. C.
Sounds, North Carolina.
James Elver.
Destroyed.

Beanfort, N. C.
Wilmington, N. C.
Norfolk Navy Yard.
Off Wilmington.
Sounds. North Carolina.
Off Wilmington.
Norfolk, Va.
Craney Island, Va.
Off Wilmington.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Norfolk, repairing.
Sounds, North Carolina.

Do.
Off Wilmington.

Do.
New York Navv Tard.
Norfolk Navy Yard.
James Eiver.
Naval s tatlon, Norfolk.
James Elver.
York Eiver.
James Elver.
Norfolk Navy Yard.
Off Wilmington.
Norfolk Navy Yard.

Do.
Do.

James Elver.
Do.
Do.

Norfolk, Va.
Not reported.
James Eiver.

Do.
Off Wilmington.

Do.
James Blver.
Off Wilmington. .

Not reportod.
Off Wilmington.

Do.
Not reported.
Off Wilmington.

Do.

James Elver.
Hattoras Inlet (gnard).
James Eiver.

Do.
Off Wilmington.

Do.
James Elver.

Do.
Norfolk, Va.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Norfolk Navy Yard.

Do.
OffWihnlngton.

Do.
Hampton Boada.
Off Wilmington.

Do.
Do.
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List of veaaeU and their station) in the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron—Continned.

ITame. Guns. Class.

Iiaunch4
LauDcbS
Lanncb 6
Lockwood
Lilac
Little Ada
Monticello
Haamee
Mohican
Minnesota
Mackinaw
Massaaoit
Mount Vernon
Moccasin
Mattabesett
Montgomery
Maratanza
Morae
Miami
Mendota
Mount "Washing-
ton.

Mystic
Monadnock
Mahopac
Martiii
Mercedita
Malvern
Kyack
Nansemond
Niphon
New Ironsides
New Berne (suppZj
steamer).

Osceola
Onondaga
Otaego
Phlox
Powhatan
Pequot
Pawtuxet
Poppy
PontooBuc
§uakerCity
bode Island

Release
Benahaw
Seneca
State of Georgia .

.

Saco
Shenandoah
Susquehanna
Santiago de Caba .

.

Samuel Eotan
Sangns
Shamiock
Saffron
Spnyten Dnyril
(torpedo boat).

Shokokon
Saasacns
St. Lawrence
Tallapoosa
Tuecarora
Tristram Shandy .

Taconj
TicoDderoga
TTnadilla
Unit
Vanderbilt
Victoria
Vlcksburg
Valley City
Vance, A. D
Wabash
"Western World '

"W. Badger (hulk)..

[

"Wilderness >

13

20

Commanding oCQoor.

Acting Snsign J. Q. A. Davidson .

Acting Master Crafts
Acting Volunteer Lieut. D. A. Campbell . -

Lieutenant-Commander K. Chandler
Commander D. Ammen
Commodore J. Lanman
Commander J. C. Beaumont
Commander B. T. Benshaw
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. Trathen

.

Acting Ensign J. Brown
Commander J. C. Febiger
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. H. Fancon
Lieutenant-Commander G. "W. Young.

.

Actg. VolunteerLieutenantG.W. Graves.
Commander E. T. Nichols
Acting Master and Pilot H. H. Haynie . .

.

Acting Master "W. "Wright
Commander E. G. Parrott
Lieutenant-Commander E. £. Potter -

Lieutenant-Commander M. Haxtun
Lieutenant "W. B. Cushing
Lieutenant-Commander L. 11. Newman .

Acting Master J. H. Porter
Acting Master E. Kemble
Commodore "W. Bedford

Commander J. M. B. Clitz
Commander "W. A. Parker -

Lieutenant-Commander H. N. T. Arnold .

Commodore J. F. Sobenck
Lieutenant-Commander D. L. Braine. . -

(Commander J. H. Spotts
Acting Enaign "W. Clarke
Lieutenant-Commander W. G. Temple

-

Commander W. F. Spicer
Ck>mmander S. D. Trenohard
Acting Master J. Baker
Gunner E. A. McDonald
Lieutenant-Commander M. Sicard

4

N "W K—VOL

Lieutenant-Commander J. G. "Walker

Captain D. B. Eidgely
Commodore S. "W. Godon
Captain O. S. Glisaon
Acting Master "W. G. Nutting
Commander E. E. Colhoun
Commander "W. H. Macomb
Acting Ensign H. M. Pishon
First Assistant Engineer [John L.] Lay..

Aotg.VolunteerLieutenanfW.B. Sheldon.

Lieutenant-Commander J. L. Davis
Commander D. Lynch
Lieutenant-Commander De Haven
Commander J. M. Frailey

Actg. Volunteer Lieutenant E. F. Devens
Lieutenant-Commander "W. T. Tmitun.

.

Captain C. Steedman
Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Ramsay . .

.

Acting Ensign H. P. Hathaway
Capt<£iC. W. Pickering
Acting Ensign "W.Moody
Lieutenant-Commander [F. H.) Baker. .

.

Acting Master J. A. J. Brooks
Lieutenant-Commander J. H. Upshur
Captain M. Smith
Acting Master E. Herrick

Present duty or station.

4 Acting Master H. Arey .

11 13

James Biver.
Sounds, North Carolina.
New Berne, N.C.
Sound n, North Carolina.
Norfolk, Va.
Off "Wilmington.

Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

James Biver.
Off "Wilmington.

Do.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Off Wilmington.

Do.
Bepairing, Baltimore.
James Biver.

Do.
Do.

York Biver.
Off "Wilmington.

Do.
Norfolk Navy Yard.
Baltimore.
Off Wilmington.

Do.
Do.

Bepairing at Boston.
Off "Wilnungton.

Do.
James Biver,
Destroyed in sounds.
James Biver.
Off "Wilmington.

Do.
Do.

James Biver.
Off "Wilmington.

Do.
Do.

Beanfort
Sounds, North Carolina,
Off "Wilmington.
Not reported.
Hampton Beads.
Off "Wilmington.

Do.
Do.

York Biver, Virginia.
James Biver, Virginia.
Sounds, North Carolina
Hampton Roads.
James Biver.

Beaufort, N. C.
Off "Wilmington.
NavalMagazine,Norfolk.
Boston,
Off "Wilmington.

Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

Norfolk, Va.
Off "Wilmington.
Norfolk, Va.
Off "Wilmington.
Sounds, North Carolina.

Off "Wilmington.
Do.

James Biver.
Beaufort, N. C.

Off Wilmington.
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List of vessels and their stations in the Norih Atlantic Blockading Squadron—Continued.

Name. GiiiiB. Class. CommaDding ofBcer. Present doty or station.

Wyalnsine
Whitehead

u n
4 4
4 ! 5
i 4
5 ' 4
2 4

4

Llentenant-Commander £. Dnglish Sounds, North Carolina.
Do.

WyaDdotte Acting Master T. W. Sheer Norfolk, Va. (guard).
YonQgAmerica
Yantio Lientenant-ComiDander T. C. Harris Off Wilmington.

Norfolk, Va.
Zeta

[David D. Pobtee,]
Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Commander Nichols, U. 8. Navy, regarding various vessels in
the Jam£s River.

U. S. S. Mendota,
James River, December 15, 1864.

SiE : T have the pleasure to report our success in getting the Saugus
afloat at meridian yesterday, apparently without damage, and she at
once proceeded on her way to the roads. I am at present anchored ofiE

the mouth of Pagan Creek, with the Western World, Daylight, and
Henry Brinker. The Daylight goes up this afternoon to resume her
station in Turkey Bend. Her commanding officer informs me that the
case of [E. T.] Davidge has been investigated and a report sent to you.
I therefore herewith return the papers. The Brinker came down this
morning from her last night's station near Deep-Water light-house, and
will return there this evening. Her commanding officer reports that
he is very short of men and has but one officer. I have directed the
commanding officer of the Daylight to transfer a master's mate to her
for temporary service. The Western World got here last evening, hav-
ing been aground twice on the way down, without apilot. On account
of her having no pilot, think I shall station her permanently either
off this place or at lower creek, and do the cruising with this vessel,
the Perry, and Brinker. Acting Master Phelon, commanding the Day-
light, informs me that he landed day before yesterday and destroyed
a skiff and a large flat-bottomed boat, the latter capable of carrying
from 40 to 50 men. Acting Ensign Kerens, commanding the Brinker,
also informs me that he has destroyed a very large boat. The Perry
is anchored just above Point of Shoals light, I propose remaining
here to-night myself and hereafter change the vessels about every day
or two. I must commend to your favorable notice the active energy
displayed by Acting Volunteer Lieutenant A. P. Foster, commanding
the Perry, m working for the rescue of the Saugus from her dangerous
position.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Ed. T. Nichols,

„ , ._ Commander, U. 8. Navy.
Commander Wm. A. Paekee,

Gommandiiig Fifth Division.
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Report of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Xavy, regarding the driving ashore
of the blockade runner Petrel by United States vessels at New Inlet.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, off Beaufort, N. C, December 15, 1864.

Sir: I have the houor to report the destruction of the blockade run-
ner Petrel, driven ashore by the gunboats atNew Inlet, Cape Fear Eiver.
She was fired upon and sunk, and was finally totally destroyed by a
northeast gale. She had on board a large cargo of arms and muni-
tions of war, all of which were lost; the wreck lies within reach of our
guns.
Blockade running seems almost as brisk as ever, and I suppose will

continue so as long as it is remunerative. The new class of blockade
runners is very fastj and sometimes come in and play around our ves-
sels ; they are built entirely for speed.
Within the last fifty days we have captured and destroyed $5,500,000

worth of enemy's property in blockade runners. To submit to these
losses and still run the blockade shows the immense gains the runners
make and the straits the enemy are in.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to the senior officer off New
Inlet, North Carolina, regarding the placing of buoys off Sheep Head
Bock.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, Beaufort, N, C, December 15, 1864.

Sir : I am anxious to have the shoal called Sheep Head Eock, or Shoal,
buoyed out, so that there will be no danger of vessels running on it.

You will select the best pilots or persons you have for this purpose, and
have it done without delay. I want all the buoys placed in 3 fathoms
water. Put about ten around the shoal, with good and suflBcient

moorings.
I would also like a line of buoys placed along the closest 5-fathom line

firom abreast of Fort Fisher for about 2 miles to the westward. These
are for guides for the squadron when they go into action.

Very respectfully, yours,
David D. Porter,

• Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Senior Naval Officer,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieuten-

ant Dennison, U. 8. Navy,for the transportation of buoys, to be placed

off Sheep Head Bock.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, Beaufort, N. C, December 15, 1864.

Sir : You will proceed without delay to the New Inlet entrance to

Cape Pear Eiver and take with you the buoys that will be put on board
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of you. You will communicate with the commanding ofQcer theie and

inform him that I want the shoal called Sheep Head Eock, or Shoal,

buoyed out at night, so that when the vessels go there to operate they

will not be iu danger of running on it. Vou will direct Mr. Bradford,

the Coast Survey officer (now on board the Vicksburg), to return to me
at this place without a moment's delay with the information I sent him
to obtain. Ou his arrival off this port he must inform himself if I am
here. If I am not here he will find me 25 miles east of New Inlet. He
will leave a duplicate of his report and all the information I require

with the commanding officer at New Inlet, so that I may obtain it if I

get there, after which you will return here, and if I have gone follow

me to a position I will take 25 miles east of New Inlet.

Tou can transfer the buoys to some other vessel suitable for putting

them down. This will enable you to return at once with Mr. Bradford.
Very respectfully, yours,

David D. Poetee,
Bear-Admiral.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Wm. E. Dennison,
Commanding U. S. S. Cherokee.

Letterfrom Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Major- General Butler,

U. 8. Army, regarding powder explosion for the destruction of the New
Inlet batteries.

North Atlantic Sqxtadeon,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, off Beaufort, N. C, December 16, 1864.

General : I take advantage of the tug Du Font, going out, to write
you a few lines. I think all the vessels will leave here to-morrow
morning for the rendezvous, and if the weather permits, I think we
will be able to blow up the vessel by the next night. In talking with
engineers, some of them suggested that even at 25 miles the explosion
might aftect the boilers of steamers and make them explode if heavy
steam were carried, and I would advise that before the explosion takes
place, of which you will be duly notified, the steam be run down as low
as possible and the fires drawn. I hear that the rebels have only a
small garrison at the forts at New Inlet. I don't know how true it is.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davtd D. Poeter,

Itear-Admiral.
Major-General B. F. Butler,

Commanding Department of Virginia and North Carolina.

Report of Commodore Lanman, U. 8. Navy, regarding request of Major-
General Butler for an interview.

U. S. 8. Minnesota,
jV. Atlantic-8quad. Rendezvous, off Cape Fear, December 16, 1864.

Admiral: I have the honor to state that this afternoon the army
transport steamer Ben De Ford came within hail. An army officer
desired to speak to the commanding officer of the Minnesota, and said,
"Will you please inform Admiral Porter that General Butler has been
off twice to see him ; that he is now going into New Inlet and will b©
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pleased to see Admiral Porter there. He (General Butler) will inform
the blockade vessels that Admiral Porter is expected into New Inlet
Bar." The Ben De Ford then steamed inshore.

I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
Joseph Lanman,

Commodore, Comdg. Second Division North Atlcmtic Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Acting Master Pettit, U. 8. Navy, of the removal of Confeder-
ate torpedoes at New Inlet, North Carolina, December 16-17, 1864.

U. S. S. MONTICELLO,
Off Fort Caswell, N. C, January 24, 1865.

SiE : I wonld respectfully report details of removing obstructions in
the channel at New Inlet, which I was ordered by you to superintend.

I proceeded on the afternoon of the 16th ultimo with Acting Ensign
D. W. Lakin and 12 men from the Monticello, erected a camp on shore,
and at daylight on the morning of the 17th commenced operations.
1 had on the afternoon of the 16th instant dug several trenches in
front of the mouud where the electric batteries were and struck the
wires, digging the course they followed down to the beach. I found
the main wires anchored with two mushroom buoys, underrunning the
channel wires. I succeeded in raising three large iron tanks, which
were anchored with a bridle so as to keep them on their side, floating

about 6 feet from the bottom; the fourth torpedo 1 was unable to raise,

owing to the lines having been cut and the chain foul. I severed the
wires connected with it. It lies Inshore close to the wreck of the three-

funneled steamer.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Ohas. a. Pettit,
Acting Master, Executive Officer.

Rear-Admiral D. D, Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Cape Fear Biver.

Report of Commander Howell, U. S. Navy, of the arrival in Hampton
Roads of the U. S. S. Nereus.

U. S. S. Neeeus,
Hampton Roads, December 17, 1864.

SiE: In obedience to orders from Rear-Admiral H. Paulding, I have

the honor to report the arrival of this vessel in Hampton Roads,

twenty-six hours from Sandy Hook.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. 0. Howell,

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Commander.

[Telegram.]

Navt Depaetmbnt, December 17, 1864.

Porter was seen Thursday oflf Hatteras; he goes into Beaufort one

day, so he can hardly leave there before to-morrow. Tou have all the
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orders we have to give. Take any vessels you find for convoy, and then

send off the Nereus. Tell Porter if he finishes well to send what iron-

clads and double-enders he can spare to Dahlgreu, and let you come
up to Alexandria. Send full reports of your passage by mail so we can

accept the ship. Wishing you may be in time,

Your friend,
G, Y. Fox.

Commodore John Bodgebs, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Dictator, Hampton Boads, Virginia.

[Telepram.]

Navy Department, December 17, 1864.

Send the Pontoosuc direct to New Inlet and let the Nereus take the

8augus down.
Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.
Commodore John Eodgers,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Dictator, Fortress Monroe, Virginia.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Parrott, U. 8.

Navy, regarding pilots.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, off Beaufort, December 17, 1864.

Sir : Tour vessel will be supplied with a pilot in preference to any
wooden vessel, and you will take the pilots wherever you may find

them, and not let them leave the vessel until you are over the bar.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davtd D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
[Commander E. G. Parrott],

Commanding TT. 8. 8. Monadnock.

[Order of same date and tenor to commanding officers TT. S. steamers
Canonicus and Mahopac.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, TT. 8. Navy, to Commander Ammen, U. 8.

Navy, regarding the services of the TJ. 8. 8. Mohican.

Beaufort, N. 0., December 17, 1864.

Sir : As the services of your vessel will be required here no longer,
you will proceed with her to the rendezvous and join the rest of the
squadron.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bea/r-Admiral.
Commander D. Ammen,

Gommam,ding U. 8. 8. Mohican, off Beaufort.
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Report of Commander Parker, TJ. 8. Ifavy, regarding proposed attack on
Confederate rams in James River,

TJ. S. MoNiTOB Onondaga,
Aiken^s Landing, James River, December 17, 1864.

SiE: I have the honor to report the arrival at this place, on the 15th
instant, of the torpedo boat Stromboli or Spuyten 3uyvil, under the
command of First Assistant Engineer John L. Lay.

I shall endeavor to set her to attack the rebel rams as soon as the
commanding officer is ready for work.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wm. a. Paekeb,

Commanding Fifth Division.

Bear-Admiral David D. Poetee,
Comdg. North Atlantic Squadron, Flagship Malvern, Beaufort, 2f. G.

Report of Captain Ridgely, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Shenandoah,
regarding eoopedition to Green Cay and return to Beaufort, N. G.

TJ. S. S. Shenandoah,
Off Beaufort, N. C, December IC, 1864.

SiE : I have the honor to report that I left Hampton Roads on the

evening of 6th of December, in obedience to orders, and proceeded to

Green Cay. I arrived there on the evening of December 13, and saw
no evidence of any vessel having been fitted oat there, by diligent

search. A small fishing vessel was there that had come in for a lee from

a norther which was blowing at the time, and she had heard nothing

of a vessel being there. I anchored there for the night and the next
morning got underway, and then made the best of my way to this place

and anchored off the bar last night about 9 o'clock.

I am, very respectfully,
Daniel B. Eidgelt,

Captain, U. 8. Navy.

Eear-Admiral Davtd D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commodore Radford,

TJ. 8. Navy, Commanding New Ironsides, to join the squadron off New
Inlet.

Ofp Beaufoet, K. 0., December 18, 1864.

CoMMODOEE: Ton will proceed with your vessel and join the rest of

the squadron at the rendezvous, 25 miles east of New Inlet, North

Carolina.
Eespectfally, your obedient servant.

Dated D. Poetee,
Rear-Admiral.

Commodore Wm. Eadfoed,
Commanding New Ironsides and Division Ironclads.
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Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, JJ. 8. Navy., to Commander Beaumont,

IT. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Macleinaw, to convoy the JJ. 8. 8.

Monandock to the rendezvous off New Inlet.

Off Beaufort, N. C, December 18, 1864.

SiE : I wish you to keep company with the MonaflnocTc and proceed

with her to the rendezvous, 25 miles east of New Inlet. Keep just

ahead of the monitor, so she can steer after you. These orders have

been given to you by signal.

Eespeotfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Poetee,

Bear-Admiral.

Gommander J. C. Beaumont,
Commanding TJ. 8. 8. Mackinaw.

Instructions ofBear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commodore Badford,

U. 8. Navy, regarding an attack by the monitors upon Half Moon
battery.

At Sea, December 20, 1864.

Commodore : I find by an examination of the soundings that your
ship and the monitors can go into action without coming to au anchor.
The coast to the eastward of the bar is quite bold, 3 fathoms being

found within 100 yards of shore. This will enable you to come along
from the eastward slowly and silence the Half Moon battery, which is

a short distance to the eastward of Fort Fisher and quite a spiteful

little battery.
Tou will direct the commanding ofi&cers of the monitors to follow

slowly after you, and open deliberately on the Half Moon battery. The
monitors will not anchor unless I make signal. I have ordered a num-
ber of gunboats, with Xl-inch and 100-pounder rifled guns, to keep off

at long shot and open a steady fire on the works while you are engaged
with them. I think you will soon silence the batteries. By keeping
underway the vessels of your division can choose their own distance
and the one where the most execution can.be done, and when the ships
get into action and begin to occupy the attention of the rebels, I will
make signal to you to anchor, which you will be able to do at your
leisure. All I ask of you is to keep Fort Fisher on the bearing I gave
you. When it is smoother weather, send for the commanding officers
of the monitors and explain this to them. The Dictator and 8augiis
will be here in time, if they can get a tow.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Poetee,
Bear-Admiral.

Commodore Wm. Radfoed,
Commanding Division of Ironclads, JJ. 8. 8. New Ironsides.

I would hot go closer to the beach than a quarter of a mile, if that.
David D. Poetee,

Bear-Admiral.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, JJ. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant- Gommander
JJpshur, JJ. 8. Navy, commanding JJ. 8. 8. A. D. Vance, to cruise for
blockade rvnners.

Off New Inlet, December 20, 1864.

SlE : Get underway and run out on the Nassau line, or where you
think there is a chance of catching a runner. Pour will go out to-night.
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Come back here if the wind should come out from northward and west-
ward or west and there is a chance of landing the troops.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Datid D, Poetee,
Eear-Admiral,

Commanding Officer U. S. S. A. D. Vance.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. 8. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieuten-
ant Smith, U. S. JSFavy, commanding the TJ. 8. 8. Alabama, to protect the
TJ. 8. 8. Mahopac.

At Sea,
Off New Inlet, December 20, 1864.

Sir : Tou will get underway and anchor near the ironclad Mahopac.
Communicate with her captain and have signals established between

you. It will be your duty to look out and take care of her until further
orders.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Portee,
Rear-Admiral.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Feank Smith,
Commanding TJ. 8. 8. Alabama.

Order of Rear-Adfhiral Porter, TJ. 8. Navy, to the commandant naval
station, Beaufort, N. 0., regarding vessels.

Flagship Malteen, December 20, 1864.

SiE : You will send every vessel that arrives in Beaufort to report to
me without delay.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

[David D. Poetee,]
Bear-Admiral.

Commander B. M. Dove,
Commanding Naval Station, Beaufort, N. 0.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, TJ. 8. Navy, to Acting Master Crafts, TJ. 8.

Navy, commanding TJ. 8. 8. lAttle Ada, regarding duty of that vessel.

Off New Inlet, Noeth Caeolina, December 20, 1864.

SiE: I directed yon the last time I saw you at Beaufort to keep with
this vessel. Tou have not been near her since. Your duty is to keep
with this vessel wherever she goes.

Tou will now go and deliver all the letters I send you and return to

me, taking from the army vessel Garnac 3 barrels, which you will

deliver to me when it is smoother.
Eespectfully, yours,

David D. Poetee,
Bear-Admiral.

Commanding Opficee U. 8. S. Little Ada.
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Letterfrom Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commodore Adams, U. 8.

Navy, regarding coal.

Beatjfobt, N. C, December 20, 1864.

Commodore : I have found it necessary to order all the coal in the
soands to be sent here. Will yoa please send more to the sounds? The
supply required there is not so large as it has been.

Very respectftiUy, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding.

Commodore H. A. Adams,
No. 323 Walnut 8treet, Philadelphia.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. 8. Navy, transmitting report regard-

ing the wnaeaworthy condition of the TJ. 8. 8. 8aco.

Flagship Malvern,
Off Wilmington, N. 0., December 20, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose a report of Lieutenant-Commander
Walker, commanding 8aco, relative to that vessel.

Since the 8aco has been in this squadron, I have endeavored to
husband her in every way to enable her to participate in the coming
engagement, but notwithstanding her being in the hands of the
machinists the greater part of the time, it has been without success,
and I am compelled to report her to the Department as useless, and to
ask what disposition shall be made of her.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
8ecretary of the Navy.

[Enclosnre.]

TJ. S. S. Saco,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, December 16, 1864.

Sir : I have to report that in obedience to your order, I left this
place on the evening of the 13th for Beaufort, N. C. On the following
day, at 3 p. m., being about 30 miles north of Hatteras, a part of the
tubes in the third boiler on the port side blew out under a pressure of
25 pounds of steam, blowing the fire across the fire room and filling it

with steam and ashes.
The fires were hauled, but as soon as possible steam got on the boilers

still remaining serviceable (five being entirely disabled and others
leaking) and I continued on my course until 9 p. m. At that time,
finding that with all the steam we could raise, the ship barely had
steerageway, and the wind serving to return to this place, I felt com-
pelled, most reluctantly, to put the ship's head to the northward.

I succeeded in reaching Hampton Boads, under sail with a favorable
breeze, working the engines as well as we could, at 12 last night.
The vessel is entirely unseaworthy and in my opinion can not be made

serviceable without extensive repairs and alterations.
I am much chagrined at this occurrence, and most earnestly beg to
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offer the services of myself, officers, and crew for any service in the
present expedition.

Enclosed I forward a copy of the engineer's report.

Very respeotftdly, your obedient servant,

John Q. Waxkeb,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

P. S.—The engineer at this moment reports that a tube has given
way in one of the boilers, which has given no trouble before,

[SubencloBure. ]

IT. S. S. Saoo,
At Sea, December 14, 1864.

Sib : I am not able to maintain our 20 pounds of steam safely, in

consequence of another boiler giving out, which now makes five boilers

out of the fourteen that are entirely useless.

I am not able to obtain over 20 revolutions with the main engines

under the most favorable circumstances in smooth water, which is

giving us from 1^ to 2 knots per hour. Should we have heavy weather
and a head wind, we would not be able to steam ahead at all.

I respectfully recommend that we put into the nearest harbor.

Very respectfully,
Abraham W. Harris,

Acting First Assistant Engineer.

John G. Walkbb,
Lieutenant-Oommc /ider.

[Telegran.]

ITayt Department, December 20, 1864—11 :10 a. m.

I hope you will use every exertion to get us a Bichmond paper^ as

we shall hear first through that source concerning the joint expedition.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

Lieutenant-General U. S. Grant,
City Point, Ya.

[Telegram.]

City Point, Va., December 20, 1864—1 p. m.
(Eeceived 2 : 30 p. m.)

We get the Bichmond papers daily, a file of which is generally sent

to the Secretary of War. Yesterday's papers contain no notice of the

Wilmington expedition. „ „ ^
U. S. Grant,
Lieutenant- General.

Captain G. V, Fox,
Assistant Secretary of Navy.
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[Telegram.]

Favy Department, December 20, 1864—1 :45 p. m.

Mr, Fultx)ii telegraphs that you are about to publish the details of a

certain attack which the weather may delay for many days. If you

do, you will defeat the movement and do more injury to your country

than words can express.
G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary.

Philadelphia Press,
Philadelphia, Pa.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, December 21, 1864.^

Order the Saco to Washington navy yard.
Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

Commodore John Eodgers,
Commanding U. S. S. Dictator, Hampton Roads.

Report of Commander Parler, U. S. Navy, making suggestions regarding

river service.

U. S. Monitor Onondaga,
Aiken's Landing, James River, December 21, 1864.

My Dear Sir: I would respectfully suggest that all the lame ducks
of the squadron be sent to this (fifth) division till favorable opportunities

offer to have them repaired at a navy yard.
Vessels with disabled hulls or machinery can do good service here,

and there are not enough present to guard all the most important
points.

It is not necessary to cruise much in the river, and consequently the
wear and tear of the hull and machinery are less than they are at sea
or on the blockade. I could employ usefully a dozen more vessels here
if I had them. Moreover, there are not enough vessels in the York and
Appomattox rivers. Tugs and ferryboats are very useful in this river
service, especially the latter, as they carry heavy batteries, and most
of the vessels in the Fifth Division remain stationary for months at a
time.

Eespectfully, yours,
William A. Parkrr,

Commanding Fifth Division.
Fleet Captain Breese.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, December 22, 1864.

Yesterday the fleet were inactive at their destination on account of
continued bad weather. This from General Grant. You may be in
time yet..

G. V. Fox,
Commodore John Eodgers, IT. S. N"avy,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Dictator, Norfolk, Va.
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[Telegram.]

Navy Department, December 25, 1864.

Take the Cuyler, or any steamer there is belonging to anybody, to
accompany you, and join Porter as soon as you can. A telegram from
Bragg, dated Wilmington, Friday, said: "Yankee fleet in sight." No
change; weather bad. Tell Porter his whole plan, copied from our
papers, was published in Bichmond Thursday last. Answer if yon
are off.

G. V. Fox.
Commodore John Bodgebs, U. S. Navy,

Commanding U. 8. S. Dictator, Norfolk, Va.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Potter, U. 8. Navy, regarding the care of the U. 8. 8. Mahopac in view
of expected gale.

At Sea,
Off New Inlet, December 23, 1864.

Sm : If, in your opinion, it is unwise to keep the Mahopac here any
longer, yon will proceed with her in tow of the Alabama to Beaufort,
and remain there until further orders. I think we are going to have a
northeast gale.

Eespectfally, your obedient servant,
David D. Pobtee,

Bear-Admiral.
Lieutenant-Commander E. E. Pottee,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Mahopac.

Since writing the above the weather has come out beautiful. Can't
you keep your vessel up for the attack which will take place to-morrow
morning?
Don't deliver the orders to captain of the Alabama unless you deem

it necessary.
David D. Poetee,

Rear-Admiral.

Report of Lieutenant-Command.er Potter, U. 8. Navy, regarding the

U. 8. 8. Mahopac.

U. S. S. Mahopac, December 23, 1864.

SiE: I can keep tliB Mahopac ready for the fight in the morning.

Am ready for fight, but want coal and an anchor. [I will] get coal

from the Alabama as soon as possible, and she lets me have a 500-

pound kedge and chain.

Night before last had a pretty tough time.

Shall I remain at my present anchorage or join the fleet to-night?

The Alabama has taken good care of us and is quite ready.

I am, sir, very respectfally, your obedient servant,

Edward E. Pottee,
Lieutenant-Commander, U. 8. Navy.

Bear-Admiral D, D. Pobtee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,
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Report ofActing Ensign Wandell, U. 8. Navy, giving information obtained

from the examination of deserters.

U. S. S. Onondaga,
James River, December 23, 1864.

SiE : In obedience to your order I Lave examined the deserters that

were sent on board this morning, and the following information is most
respectfully submitted

:

All seven men belonged to the United Artillery, commanded by Cap-
tain Thomas Kevill. This company was formerly a fire company at
Norfolk, Ya., and is mostly composed of residents of that city. They
report provisions and clothing in the rebel Army enough for the actual
wants of the men; that there is no fear of any movement at present by
land or water by the Union forces, and that the rebels are now giving
ofQcers and men furloughs. The 8-inch rifle at Howlett's burst the last

time the monitors were engaged.
Francis Wood, Norfolk, Va., enlisted April 19, 1861; has been last

stationed at Battery Wood, near Howlett's

:

Battery Dantzler, or Howlett's, has 1 7-inch rifle, 1 X-inch mortar,
and 2 X-inch smoothbores; they are now at work enlarging and pre-
paring to mount more guns; commanded by Major Smith.
Battery Chester has 2 X-inch smoothbores, 1 mounted and the other

ready to mount; Major Smith.
Battery Wood, 1 8-inch rifle, 2 X-inch smoothbores; Major Smith.
Battery Brooke, don't know.
Battery Bead, one month ago, had 1 Xl-inch smooth, formerly belong-

ing to tlie rebel ironclad Virginia, 1 7-inch rifle, and 1 X-inch smooth.
The next battery is on the opposite side of the river.
Chaffin's Bluff, don't know the armament.
There are 18 torpedoes (SO-pounders) anchored abreast of Howlett's,

8 feet under water at high-water mark.
There is now at Battery Wood a captain engaged in planting torpe-

does. If it is calm to-night they intend starting 10 torpedoes from
Howlett's on the flood tide, so arranged as to anchor themselves nearly
abreast Dutch Gap.
The night picket consists of one rowboat from Howlett's.
The rebel fleet consists of the

—

Virginia, vconclaA; 1 Xl-inch smooth, 3 7-inch rifles.
Richmond, ivonalaiA; 4 7-inch rifles.

FredericTcsburg, ironclad; 4 7-inch rifles.

Nansemond, wooden ; 1 smooth and 1 rifle.

Hampton, wooden; 1 smooth and 1 rifle.

Drewry, wooden; don't know, but not over two [guns].
Beaufort, wooden; 1 32-pounder rifle.

iZoanofce, wooden; 1 32-pounder rifle.

John T. Whitlock, resident of Norfolk, Va., deserted from How-
lett's night of December 22; born in Norfolk; enlisted in Confederate
service 19th April, 1861 ; most of the time at Drewry's Bluff. Has been
at Howlett's since 18th of May last. No person has been injured by the
fire of the monitors at any time. Don't care for the monitors' fire or
straight shots; only fear the mortars, as they come down near and some-
timesburst in the mouth of the bombproofs; three or four have done
so. Has been coxswain of picket boat near Howlett's since she has
been on, about two weeks; 18 torpedoes have been put down in that
time, all 60-pounder (percussion). They are anchored in and near the
bend under Howlett's, and about 8 feet under water. Lieutenant Can-



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 207

non [H. Kennon] put them down. They intend to put ten more in the
water the first calm night. They are to be floated by a whisky cask,
with a fuze prepared to burn about an hour, and on burning to the end
detach the anchor from the cask. They are intended to be anchored
near the mouth of Dutch Gap. The battery next the house is called
Dantzler—Captain [B. J.J Epes' company—of 150 men; 20 men kept at
the battery at night. Plenty of men in the trenches close by. Men
discontented.
Isaac Walling, private ; resident ofKeyport, N. J. When the war

commenced was mate of the wrecking schooner Henry W. Johnson,
belonging to Johnson & Higgins, of New York. Came on to liforfolk
from Baltimore on business for his captain and was unable to return.
There are two torpedoes, 2,000-pounders, 200 yards below the main

battery at Chafan's Bluff.

Two torpedoes, 2,000-pounders, abreast of the signal station at Signal
Hill, the wires to which are said to have been cut by Union soldiers.
Two torpedoes, 2,000-pounders, abreast of the third ravine above

Howlett's. Butler burned the station and cut the wires.
Very respectfully,

M. E. Wandbll,
Acting Ensign, U. 8, Ncmy.

Commander Wm. A. Parker,
Commanding Fifth Division.

Correspondence concerning the powder hoot U. 8. 8. Louisiana, exploded
near Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24, 1864.

Order of the Secretary of the Kavy to Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to express opinion
regarding enclosed memorandum.

U. S. Ordnance Steamer Baltimore,
Fortress Monroe, Va., November 27, 1864.

Sir : The accompanying papers in relation to the contemplated opera-
tions against the forts at Wilmington, N. C, are intrusted confidentially

to Captain Alden, commanding the BrooTclyn, to be handed to you by
him for your consideration. They contain all the information bearing
npon the subject which the Department has been able to coIlex;t,

together with a memorandum of the conclusions reached after careful

deliberation.

The Department desires your own opinion upon the plan proposed in

that memorandum, and the Bureau of Ordnance will render you all the

aid you may require in conducting the operations.

By order of the Secretary of the Navy

:

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
G. V. Fox,

Assistant 8ecretary of the Navy.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading 8quadron, Hampton Boads.

[Enclosures.]

Engineer Department,
Washington, November 18, 1864.

It is proposed and considered practicable to destroy Forts Fisher

and Caswell or their garrisons by blowing up a large ship loaded with



208 NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADEON.

gninpowder. This ship is to be conducted to the nearest point to the
fort accessible to a vessel of her draft of water and there exploded by
some fuze or match under control of the parties navigating the vessel

to her destination. The expectation and reliance is upon destroying
this fort or its garrison by the effects of the blast of an immense quan-
tity of powder, not less than pounds, some of which it is proposed
to take from damaged supplies now on hand. Such I understand to

be the project on which my opinion is desired by the War Department.
Is this scheme practicable and likely to be attended with favorable

results? Does it promise such reasonable results as to justify the
consumption of so large an amount of our military supplies?
On examining the plans and hydrography about this work and its

approaches from the sea, it appears that no vessel drawing 10 feet of
water can approach nearer to the fort than 450 yards, to reach which
point she must make a circuitous course, exposed to the batteries of the
fort. If served with hot shot and shell there is reason to believe she
must be set on fire before she can reach the destined position. She may
be sunk in attempting to reach her destination, and is liable to self-

destruction by the powder being exploded by direct shot or shells from
the batteries, or by fire caused by hot shot and shell. Should these
projectiles strike and penetrate a wooden vessel, conflagration must fol-

low. It is very doubtful whether men would go on board such a burn-
ing ship, so loaded with powder, to extinguish the flames, and if they
did so, whether it could be subdued in parts of the ship through which
a hot shot might pass and ignite the woodwork, tar, and oakum exposed
to such projectiles.

Under such circumstances no other vessel is likely to approach her,
either to divert and draw off the enemy's fire, or give assistance in
extinguishing the flames. It is possible that naval skill and genius
may overcome some of these difficulties, but it is not probable that all
of them could or would be surmounted, exposed, as the vessel would be,
to quite formidable batteries in the fort, commanded by an officer.
Whiting, who is known to possess a knowledge of the efficiency of hot
and hollow shot.

Admitting the probability of this vessel being satisfactorily moored
at the selected site, nearest to the fort, and that the fuze explodes the
powder at the desired moment,we find that the horizontal action of the
powder thus exploded, whatever it may be, acts first upon the inclined
plane forming the glacis of the fort, composed of a solid mass of earth
more than 450 yards in length, and rising gradually to the height of 26
feet above low water.
The armament of the fort is in part behind and below this hill. Back

of it, about 60 feet, is a ditch filled with water, the side of which ditch
is lined or faced with a masonry wall of to 10 feet thick, behind and
against which rises another sand hill, the rampart, to the height of 34
feet above low water, and behind and below which is additional arma-
ment of heavy guns. Behind and below this last sand hill (rampart) is
the bombproof barrack, the eaves of which are 31 feet above low water
and 3 feet below the crest of the rampart, which entirely surrounds
this barrack. The walls of this building, occupied as a barrack by the
garrison, are 4 feet thick, no part of which can be seen from the water
or be struck by any projectile other than that of curved fire.
The blast of a large quantity of powder is relied upon to ascend this

sand hill, pass over the ditch, and then descend into the body of the fort,
strike and demolish the 4-foot walls of the barrack, and bury the garri-
son in its ruins. If its power can be relied upon to descend into the
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body of the fort, where alone it can injure the garrison who may choose
to seek its protection, it would previously have descended into the ditch
and there harmlessly expended its force.

I can fiiid no reason to believe that these solid masses or sand hills
and massive walls, distant more than 450 yards from the site of the
powder explosion, are to be removed or destroyed or in any way
injuriously acted upon by the air or atmosphere as a projectile, pro-
pelled by the explosion of any quantity of powder.
All our experience goes to show that the atmosphere can only be

used as a motive power by condensing it within circumscribed limits
and then giving vent to it, as in the air gun, or by rapidly heating it
within similar limits, and by sudden expansion act upon a solid in
immediate contact, as the Ericsson gun.
To put the air in motion and hope to batter and destroy any solid or

substantial structure by any motion we can impart to the surrounding
atmosphere is contrary to our belief. The hurricane or tornado, com-
bining the spiral with continued or prolonged action, we know to be
capable of destroying vertical opposing surfaces of light structure, but
such a continuous, prolonged action can not be given to the atmosphere
by any power within the control of man.
The power of the atmosphere put in motion and continued during a

moderate breeze is 0.08 of an ounce on a square foot; during a fresh
gale it is 5 pounds 3 ounces; during a hurricane it is 31.3 pounds; and
during the most violent tornado, which destroys forests and wooden
buildings and unroofs others, it is 46.1 pounds per foot, moving with
a velocity of 97.5 miles per hour. Such a power, and the greatest we
know of from a blast of wind, has never been known to disturb or
injure such structures as those we are now considering.

It is hoped to raise a breeze or hurricane at a distance of 450 yards
from the object to be destroyed by suddenly and momentarily upheav-
ing the atmosphere at a point, without any means of conducting its

force to the desired objects, which force when it arrives at a distance
of a quarter of a mile has to be vastly greater than wind or the atmos-
phere has ever been known to move [exert].

We have some facts connected with the expansive force of gunpow-
der bearing upon this point. When confined at the bottom of the bore
of the gun, say a 42pounder, its expansive power is about 36,420 pounds
on the square inch. Give it, however, an air space of 14 inches or
that distance in which to expend its power, and its force is but 15,850
pounds on the square inch ; and give it still more space, 42 inches, in
which to expend itself, and the force is but 6,470 pounds on the square
inch, thus decreasing its expansive power from 36,420 pounds to 6,470,

or 29,950 pounds in the short distance of 42 inches, and that in the
confined space of the bore of a gun. Again, when the air space is

twenty times greater than the space occupied by the powder, the force

of the powder is but 1,066 pounds to the square inch. When but
ten times greater, it is increased to 2,525 pounds per square inch. And
when the powder is equal to half that of air space, the force is increased

to 32,200 pounds to the square inch. Where the powder fills and
occupies the whole space, without any air space about it, as in an iron

sphere (shell) so filled, the force is increased to 113,000 pounds to the
square inch.

In the ?,ase under consideration the powder occupies the space equal

to the hold of a vessel, and that of the air is infinite. Unless, then,

we can condnct this expansive force of the powder in the vessel,

immense as it may be, by a tube or other means, to the object to be

N W K—VOL 11 14
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destroyed, or by means of an immense projectile in contact with the
powder, we can expect no resnlt calcalated to destroy the garrison, and
mnch less any of the solid ramparts and massive walls distant a quarter
of a mile from the center of the power proposed to be used, a power that
decreases rapidly with the distance from the object to be overcome.
In all cases to which reference will now be made the projectile force

of the powder acting upon solid matters in immediate contact with
powder, thus making these solids the projectiles, they (the solids) have
been the cause of injury, and in no case has the air been the projectile
put in motion by the explosion that destroyed or injured buildings
remote therefrom.
The reflux of the atmosphere filling the vacuum suddenly created

by exploding the powder has in every case been the cause of forcing
open and outward doors, etc., but the motion of translation or propul-
sion from the explosion through the medium of the elastic vapor of the
atmosphere is not perceptible to any injurious degree.

I consider that the explosion of a vessel load of gunpowder at the
nearest point it can approach Fort Caswell or Port Fisher can produce
no useful result toward the reduction of those works, and that no such
vessels as are proposed to be so loaded can be navigated and placed
at the nearest points to these forts, provided the fort is garrisoned and
its guns are served with hollow projectiles and hot shot.

Fort Fisher.

Fort Fisher is another work proposed to be destroyed, with its gar-
rison, in the same manner as Fort Oaswell. The work is situated on a
sand hill about the lighthouse at the northern entrance into Cape
Fear Eiver. It is unlike Fort Caswell in being formed exclusively of
earthen or sand ramparts and ditch without masonry, retaining its
shape from the slopes given to the parapets, scarps, and counterscarps,
with the aid of gabions and other temporary expedients. Our knowl-
edge of it is imperfect, but enough is known to enable us to form as
correct a judgment of the effects of the proposed explosion in the open
sea in front of it as though we possessed as much detail as in the pre-
ceding case of Fort Oaswell.
The distance of Fort Fisher from the water is not known with cer-

tainty. The light-house situated in this fort, immediately adjacent
thereto, was, at the date of our last survey (1856), 440 yards from the
water line on a N. 65° B. course, and the nearest point to which a ves-
sel drawing 12 feet water could float was 950 yards on the same
course—very nearly double the distance of Fort Caswell, and hence
exposed to nmch less liability to injury from the proposed explosive.
All my remarks in relation to the destruction of Fort Oaswell are
hence applicable to Fort Fisher, modified by this increased distance
and diminishing the probability of injuring it or its garrison by the
explosion.

I will now give several instances of the explosion of large quantities
of gunpowder and the recorded results of efl'ect produced in exempli-
fication of the precediug views

:

1st. Explosion of the magazine at Fort Lyon, of the defenses of
Washington, on the 9th of June, 1863: The floor of this magazine was
9 feet below the parade of the fort. The space for powder was 64
feet by 7 feet by 7 feet, covered on top with log of 15 inches square
by 18 feet long, and above them 8 feet of earth (in thickness). The
amount of powder in the magazine was 17,500 pounds in barrels
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besides which there was ammanition prepared for 900 cartridges for
32-pounder8, 750 cartridges for 24-pounder8, and 500 cartridges for 30-

ponnder Parrott guns, and about 200 rounds for fleldpieces. The earth
oyer and on top of the magazine was scattered in every direction, prin-
cipally upward. It fell in considerable quantities at a distance of 400
to 500 yards. Other portions of earth were thrown to the right and
left and deposited immediately alongside the outline of the magazine.
The logs on top of the powder room were thrown in every direction.
Some pieces were thrown to a great distance, in one case 600 yards.
The breadth of the cavity in the earth formed by this explosion was
about 45 feet on top. The explosion did not affect the other earthwork
of the fort to any material extent, although it surrounded this maga-
zine on three sides and not more than 80 feet from the magazine, rising
several feet above it. One gun on the rampart was thrown (rolled)

into battery and tipped forward with its muzzle resting on the para-
pet. The loaded shells in the magazine were thrown to various dis-

tances, in one case as far as 2^500 yards. The wooden buildings and
teuts used as officers' quarters, placed near the magazine, were entirely
destroyed. At the time of the explosion most of the garrison were in
the bombproof, which opens on the front opposite the magazine and
about 75 feet from it. All the officers and men therein escaped unin-
jured. At a house 350 yards from the magazine the glass of the win-
dows was blown violently in and the doors out. The walls were started
out and toward the magazine, in one case more than an inch, while the
whole house was settled unevenly on its foundations. Several persons
were lifted up and thrown to some distance, in one instance about 150
yards, escaping with very slight bruises, while others sustained
scarcely a mark on their bodies.

2d. Another example of the explosion of a depot of powder of recent
date occurred at City Point. A canal boat moored alongside the wharf
contained all the surplus ammunition, amounting to not less than 8 tons
(19,920 pounds), some of it in boxes, which may not all have exploded.
There seemed to have been but one explosion. A similar canal boat or
barge was moored against and on the outside of the one loaded with
powder, etc. The wharfwas built on piles. On the wharfwas a wooden
storehouse one story in height. About 300 feet of this wharf was
destroyed. The storehouse was blown down. It contained quarter-

master and commissary stores. A' loaded railroad train was on the
track on the opposite side of the wharf. The engineer was on his

engine. Neither the train, engine, nor engineer were injured. Across
the railroad, about 165 yards irom the explosion, stood some light

wooden buildings, sutlers' tents, etc. All of these were blown down or

so much injured that they were torn down. Several persons were
killed in and around these buildings. Fragments of the boat were
thrown some 500 yards of a size and with a velocity sufficient to kill a
man. My informant was in his tent about 550 yards from the explo-

sion. He felt the shock very sensibly, but received no injury except

from pieces of projectiles. A small boat alongside the barge next to

the one blown up contained several men. The boat was capsized and
some of the men slightly injured. No case of injury to any individual

could be found except struck with some projectile.

3d. An explosion occurred in July, 1848, on board a schooner at the

levee opposite the city of New Orleans, loaded with 656 boxes of

ammunition and other boxes of ordnance stores.

It took place after 141 boxes of the ordnance stores had been

unloaded and reshipped on board a steamer alongside the schooner,
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destroying the schooner, killing one, and wounding another man on

board. , • .. • i- *
No injury was done to the several other vessels m the immecliate

neighborhood, to the steamer alongside, nor to the buildings on the

4th. In the vicinity of New York two instances of explosions are

within my recollection. , . t, wi i •
i

The one, a powder magazine, near the navy yard at Brooklyn, whicii

exploded about the year 1807, throwing pieces of the bmldmg over into

the city of New York and about the city of Brooklyn, producing no

injury, so far as I can now ascertain, to buildings by the explosion ot

the powder. „ , j. t, ,u m-u

The second case occurred about 1830. The steam frigate Fulton, the

first vessel of this character ever built (finished and in service in

1814), was injured by the explosion of her magazine while moored on

the flats at the navy yard. The quantity of powder on board was

small, and although enough to destroy much of the vessel, it did no

injury to surrounding objects. The vessel had timber sides several feet

thick, floated on two hulls, with water wheels between them.

5th. At Du Pout's powder factory, near Wilmington, Del., there have

been numerous explosions from time to time. The injury done beyond

the immediate locality of the mill or depot has been from fragments of

the building in which the powder was stored or being manufactured,

and no material injury from concussion or blast of powder.

6th. The recent test of the XX-inch gun at Fort Hamilton, near New
York, was another instance where the effect of blast of powder was
observed with a charge of 125 pounds of powder. Men were stationed

directly on the line of fire, distant about 75 feet from the muzzle, and
screened by the river bank that rose about 20 feet above their heads

and about 28 feet below the level of the axis of the gun prolonged.

They experienced no inconvenience from the blast.

7th, Referring to Etiropean experience, I may call your attention to

the depot magazine of the French army at the siege of Sebastopol in

the Mamelon Vert in 1855. It contained 15,400 pounds of powder. It

occupied the center of the work, was sunk below the parade, and made
bombproof above and around by earth and logs similar, in most respects,

to that of Fort Lyon. It formed a crater extending to the limits of the
terre-plein of this small work, but did no material injury to the rampart,
or even the parapets. Two batteries, distant 60 yards from the center

of the magazine, were injured. One hundred and forty men were killed

and wounded, some by the first effect of the explosion, others by the
masses of earth, stone, and timbers that were carried a considerable
distance. Beams were thrown inside the Russian lines.

8th. In 1840 the English and Turkish fleets bombarded St. Jean
d'Acre, blowing up an extensive arsenal within the limits of the
defenses. It was situated in the ditch, with ramparts on each side,

about 60 feet from the building. The explosions formed an extensive
crater, extending under the two ramparts, making a breach in each of
them, and killing and wounding about 1,600 men at the moment of the
explosion on the rampart adjacent to the arsenal.
The quantity of powder in this extensive building could not be ascer-

tained, although it was known to fill the building, with some exposed
in the courtyard in the open air. The mass of stone, earth, and timber
appears to have caused the death of the troops.

9th. We have numerous instances of the blowing up of ships of the
lino, as the French admiral's ship off Aboukir and of the Turkish
admiral's ship at Navarino, where destruction of the ships was entire
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and complete, but no effect is known or sapposed to have followed from
the explosion of the gases acting upon the surrounding atmosphere.

10th. The square tower of Brescia, 70 feet high and 18 feet "out to
out," was destroyed in 1769 by the explosion of gunpowder stored
within it as a magazine, containing at the time 160,000 pounds (French)
of powder.
Within a radius of 100 toises 190 houses were destroyed; within a

radius of 300 toises 600 houses were greatly injured, 308 persons were
killed, and 500 wounded. A stone weighing 150 pounds was thrown 1
Italian mile. The walls of this building were 4 feet 9 inches (French)
thick. It was two stories high, separated by a masonry arch.

11th. A magazine exploded during the siege of Almeida, Spain, con-
taining 150,000 pounds (French) of powder. The cathedral, distant
J 65 meters, was destroyed; 500 inhabitants were buried in the ruins of
the adjacent buildings. The French trenches- were filled with the
ruins, and large masses of stone and pieces of the heaviest caliber

were thrown in the country over the ramparts. Three-quarters of this

small town within a radius of 200 meters was destroyed. The trenches
were at the time from 600 to 800 meters distant. ~ The fortifications of

the place, however, were uninjured. The city contained about 1,500
inhabitants.

12th. In October, 1864, on the south bank of the Thames, between
Erith and Woolwich, two powder magazines and two barges loaded
with powder exploded, killing 8 or 9 persons and wounding others.

The quantity of powder in the largest magazine (Hall's), of 50 feet

square, on two floors, was 750 barrels, and in the smaller one (Lowood's),

of 28 feet by 48 feet, were 90 barrels, and in the two barges then at the

wharves 200 barrels, making the total quantity exploded about 104,000

pounds.
The two magazines were 135 feet from each other, situated on the

edge of the river, immediately behind the dike. The two barges were
moored alongside the wharves or jetties, one of which projected into the

river 122 feet and the other 120 feet. Connected with these two maga-
zines were three cottages occupied by workmen and their families.

One of them (Eaynon's) was 71 yards from Hall's magazine; another,

occupied by York, was 70 yards, and the third, occupied by Silver, was
50 yards from the Lowood magazine. These two magazines and three

houses situated as above were upon a tract of 20 acres ofground, and the

only buildings within a mile of the disaster. There were three distinct

explosions—the first on board the barges, which tore asunder the large

magazine, which latter caused the smaller one to explode. Of these

magazines not a single stone remained upon one another. The barges

were split into fragments and hurled in the air. The embankment was

destroyed, forming a crater of 75 feet in length and 30 feet deep. Eay-

non's cottage was entirely destroyed, himself and son were killed; his

wife and daughter were dug out of the ruins alive. Silver's cottage

was in ruins. In it a child was killed. Silver himself was at the back

door and thrown down by the first explosion, but not hurt, while

the house was destroyed by the second and third explosions. He was

dug out of the ruins. No damage was done beyond the 20 acres on

which the magazines and houses were built other than breaking some

panes of glass and doors. The shock was felt more or less throughout

London, distant at the nearest point about 15 miles, and some state-

ments give the distance as great as 40 and 60 miles to which it was felt.

These facts were sworn to before the coroner's jury.

A magazine a quarter of a mile from those blown up was uninjured.

The storekeeper and four workmen were in this magazine at the time.
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The second explosion knocked them down and a piece of iron fell

through the roof. Another magazine lay at a distance of a quarter of

a mile further off, and a Government magazine 1 mile, to which no injury

was done. These facts sworn to as above.
BiCHD. Dklafield,

General and Chief Engineer.

Ohables a. Dana, esq.,

Assistant Secretary of War.

Confidential.] Washington Aesenal,
Washington, D. G., November 18, 1864.

Sib : The proposition which was under discussion last evening, viz,

the destruction of the enemy's defensive works by means of exploding

large masses of powder near them appears to me to resolve itself into

three parts

:

1st. The probable effect of such an explosion on the enemy's works.

2d. The disposition of the powder on board of the vessel.

3d. The means of igniting it.

1st. The amount of powder, I understand, has been fixed at 200

tons, and the distance at which the explosion is to take place will

be about 100 yards from the object. If these conditions are fulfilled^ I

think the work will be seriously damaged by the explosion of its prin-

cipal magazines,. and the traverses and bombproofs may be shattered

or overturned. It appears to me, however, that there will be great

difficulty in getting so near the object if the enemy are vigilant, even
in the darkest night. A few light balls will be sufficient to light up a
space of several hundred yards in front of the enemy's works, and the
offensive operations will be clearly seen by [the] enemy and the powder
vessel will become an easy mark for his heaviest guns before it can be
brought into position.

2d. The greatest explosive effect is produced by powder when it is

confined in a space equal to its own volume. The powder to be used,

therefore, should be taken out of the barrels and placed in a timber box
just sufficient to hold it. A box of 19 feet linear dimensions, I think,

will be large enough to contain 400,000 pounds or 200 tons ; or an oblong
box 10 feet high, 20 feet wide, and 32 feet long will suffice to contain it.

The effect of the explosion would be the greatest, I think, if this box
be placed above and near the surface of the water, or nearly on a
level with the object. It would be well to have the powder box well
covered up with sand bags as a protection against the enemy's fire, and
to confine the gases until the combustion is more nearly completed than
it would be if fired in the open air or under ordinary pressure.

3d. It strikes me that the best means of firing the powder would be
one of Beardslee's magneto-electric machines, which he has devised for
this purpose. Two or three such machines might be usefully employed,
acting independently of each other, to make the explosion more sure.
The little attention and thought which I have been able to give this

subject, and the absence of all practical experience in the effect of such
explosions, will, I fear, make my opinion of little practical value. Such
as it is, you are welcome to it.

Tours, truly,

J. G. Benton,
Major, Commanding.

Captain H. A. WisB,
Chief of Bureau of Ordnance, U. 8. Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Natt Ordnance Yard,
Washington City, November 23, 1864.

No direct experiments have ever been made on this subject with
powder in an unconfined state, though there are many records of its
effects as produced in mines.

In recalling the effects of various accidental explosions we may, how-
ever, have some means of comparing its effects.

First, as most completely authenticated, are the explosions occurring
before Sebastopol during the siege; two of the service magazines in the
French batteries, one containing 4,000 pounds, the other 3,000 pounds
of powder, exploded, killing a few men, stunning some others, but doing
no damage to the guns and but little to the batteries. A still greater
explosion of English magazine containing pounds caused a much
wider spread damage, but produced no direct effects beyond a radius of
250 yards. Very considerable damage was caused at great distances
by the secondary effect of the explosion of many live shells thrown to
[a] distant place and there exploding.
Secondly, the great explosion at Erith. Here, as before, the intense

effect was essentially local, and no damage produced except to build-
ings beyond a quarter of a mile. Even individuals distant half a mile
suffered no ill effects.

In short, the lateral effect is very limited, except upon vertical sur-
faces, and here it appears to be principally produced by the reaction of
confined air as evidenced by the fact that glass of windows and all

walls beyond the immediate vicinity always fall toward the point of
explosion.
For these reasons I do not consider that any serious damage can be

produced beyond 500 yards by the quantity proposed. If attempted it

should be placed in a vessel of light draft and stored above water, the
force increased as much as possible by a covering of sand bags, and
these again with live shells to obtain as great a secondary effect as
possible. The most certain mode of causing the explosion would be by
the use of several wires, using several of Beardslee's machines. In
addition, half a dozen arrangements depending on clockwork should be
made to determine an ultimate explosion in the event of a failure of the

wires. Finally, the vessel could always be blown up by firing at her
after daylight.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

William N. Jeppbrs,
Lieutenant-Commander, in charge Executive Department,

Commander H. A. Wise,
Chief of Bureau of Ordnance.

November 23, 1864.

To consider the foregoing papers and discuss the subject generally,

Mr. Fox, on the evening of the 23d instant, assembled the following-

named ofBcers at the residence of Captain Wise: General Dyer, Col-

onel Maynadier, Major Benton, Lieutenant-Commander Aulick, Lieu-

tenant-Commander Jeffers, Lieutenant-Commander Ives.

The following propositions were submitted and discussed seriatim

:

1. To explode on board a vessel 300 tons of gunpowder for the pur-

pose of destroying either Fort Fisher or Fort Caswell.

2. How near would it be safe for the operator to be who explodes the

powder!
3. The manner of producing the explosion: Shall it be done by

Beardslee's or some other battery, or by the Gomez or other fuzel
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4. How shall the powder be stowed ? What the character of vessel ?

5. What would be the effect upon persons in the fort not injured by

falling timber, stones, etc, at a distance of 800 yards ?

6. Suppose 300 tons were exploded in a vessel on shore (aground) at

Federal Point, what would be the effect upon the earthworks on that

point and the people in them ?
i, n i

Proposition 1.—The discussion began with a question by General

Dyer, that supposing the explosion is effected, will we gain the advan-

tages sought? .„ -,

Mr. Fox explained, in substance, that if the explosion will deprive

the people in the forts of all power to resist for a period of two or three

hours, ample time will thereby be afforded for the fleet to pass. The
Navy must therefere be ready to move forward immediately, using

light-draft vessels to lift torpedoes, etc.

The principal object' in view is to silence and destroy or occupy the

forts, and thus get command of the mouth of the [Cape Fear] Eiver and

put an end to all blockade running. This will place Wilmington in the

same condition as Mobile. The possession of Federal Point will give

us the key to the whole position. The contemplated draft of the powder
vessel will be 12 feet, and her nearest approach estimated at 450 yards.

The discussion of this first proposition naturally entered into that of

all the others, and was followed during the entire interview.

Proposition 2.—^The answer agreed upon to this was, that a safe dis-

tance for the operator would be 5 miles.

Proposition 3.—In considering this the probabilities of failure were

kept in view, and it was remarked that the Beardslee apparatus experi-

enced difficulties in its operations at Norfolk in removing piles. It was
finally decided, however, to make use of several of these machines,

with separate and distinct wires leading to different parts of the mass
of powder, and at the same time tv^ use the Gomez fuze and several

arrangements of clockwork in order to insure an ultimate success.

Proposition 4.—In relation to this the conclusion reached was that

the powder should be stowed as much above water as it could be with
due regard to the safety of the vessel; to be put up in sacks or bags
of 100 pounds each and placed in separate bins communicating with
each other, the bins to be lined with tin, hermetically sealed and sur-

rounded with bags of sand on the outsides and top.

The vessel should be a large steamer of light draft, accompanied by
a small tug to bring off' the crew.

Proposition 5.—The answers to this were of course only conjectural,

but the opinion was that the explosion would lift the covering of the
bombproofs and have a demoralizing and great physical effect upon the
garrison.
And this proposition, in connection with the direct question embraced

in proposition 6, was thus answered

:

That the explosion would injure the earthworks to a very great
extent, render the guns unserviceable for a time, and probably affect

the garrison to such a degree as to deprive them of power to resist the
passage of naval vessels by the forts and the carrying of these works
by immediate assault.

Finally, it was unanimously decided that, taking into consideration
the great importance of the question, and the advantages to be derived
from a successful result as compared with the outlay of means neces-
sary to make the experiment, the effort should be made by exploding a
mass of 300 tons of gunpowder in a vessel as near the earthworks on
Federal Point as it may be possible to do.
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Letter from Sear-Admiral Porter, IT. S, Kayy, to Lieutenant-Commander Watmongli, IT. S.

Navy, regarding proposed plan,

GospoBT [Norfolk] Navy Yard, December 8, 1804.

Sib : I propose running a vessel drawing 8J feet (as near to Port
Fisher as possible) with 350 tons of powder^ and exploding her by run-
ning her upon the beach outside and opposite Fort Fisher. My calcu-
lations are that the explosion will wind up Fort Fisher and the works
along the beach, and that we can open fire with the vessels without
damage.
Now, I want all the information to be obtained whether an 8 or 9 foot

vessel can get close to Fort Fisher from the outside, and how close and
whether she can get close from the inside by crossing the bar.

The object is to get the vessels with the powder as close to Fort
Fisher as possible, and if it can be done from the outside, there will be
no danger of the crew not escaping, or of the vessel grounding outside
the bar before she gets to the desired spot. I want a line run with
Fort Fisher bearing W. J S. on to the beach, and obtain for me the
exact soundings. It would suit me exactly if I could place the powder
vessel in the position marked on the chart* I herewith send you, which
chart is confidential.

Let me know if you have a pilot I can depend on to take the powder
vessel over the bar in case we can't beach her near the fort on the

outside.

Have all the information you can get ready by the time I go down.
I send Sub-Assistant Bradford, of the Coast Survey, to yon, who will

do the work ; afford him all facilities. I send down two calcium lights,

one for each bar, and a man to show you how to work them.
"Very respectfully, yours,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander Pend. G. Watmough,
Senior Officer off New Inlet.

[Telegram.]

Washington, December 8, 1864—10:43 a. m.

Inform Lieutenant-Commander Jefifers that the powder steamer is now
in New York and will probaby reach Hampton lioads on next Saturday

evening or Sunday, and to carry out my views in regard to the powder

as far as practicable.
H. A. Wise,

Chief Bureau.

Captain Berrien,
Commandant Naval Station.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Acting Master Sheer, V. S. Navy, to guard the

IT. 8. S. Louisiana,

Norfolk Navy Yard, December 9, 1864.

Sir : Move your vessel near the Louisiana at Craney Island and keep

guard over her until she leaves, after which return to your station.

* Not fonnd.
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Exercise great vigilance as regards boats visiting this vessel, and
allow none to go on board of her before reporting to you.

Respectfully, yours,
David D. Poetee,

Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Acting Master T. W. Sheer,
Commanding U. S. S. Wyandotte, Norfolk, Ta.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, IT. S. KTavy, to Commander Bhind, IT. S. Navy, regarding powder
for the TT. S. S, Louisiana.

Hampton Roads, December 10, 1864.

SiE: The commander of the Sassacus has been directed to leave with
the Louisiana in tow the moment the wind subsides and endeavor to get
to Beaufort before the offshore wind changes.
When you get to Beaufort you will find there two schooners with 90

tons of powder on board in cylinders. Tou will transfer it to the can-
vas bags now on board the Louisiana. The names of the schooners are
William Allen and M. Small. Captain Davis has received orders to give
you every assistance in filling the powder, and you will call on any com-
mander there, who is directed to give you anything you want in the way
of men or material.
Every hour is of importance, and I hope that no time may be lost.

Don't get the vessel too deep, though I am axious that she should
have the 300 tons on board, or nearly that. Her depth, though, must
be taken into consideration first.

When you have finished fllliag the powder on board cover the loading
ports with canvas, painted and battened, and every other place about
the vessel where watermay get in. If scupper plugs have not been put
in, have it done before you leave Beaufort.

Very respectfully, yours,

David D. Poetee,
Rear-Admiral.

Commander A. C. Rhind,
U. 8. S. Agawam.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, to Commander Bhind, V. S. Navy, to proceed in the
11. S. 8. Sassacns to Beaufort, N. C.

Hampton Roads, December ll, 1864.

SiE : Tou will proceed without delay on the duty assigned you in the
Sassacus to Beaufort, N. C. The Sassacus wUl tow down the Louisi-
ana to that place. After her arrival there yon will proceed to fill her
up without delay and be ready to leave there at a moment's notice.
Look out she is not too deep, though she will only leave there in very
smooth water. Call on any commanders there for volunteers to make
up the number of officers and men required and call on them for boats
or any thing that you may require for the success of the expedition.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Poetee,
Rear-Admiral.

Commander A. 0. Rhind,
Commanding TJ. S. S. Agawam, Norfolk.
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Order of Sear-Admiial Porter, V. 8. Navy, to Identenant-Commander Davis, V. S. Navy, com-
manding TT. S. 8. SauaoQS, to proceed to Beanfort, N. C, towing the V. S. S. Lonudana,
loaded with powder.

Hampton Eoads, December 11, 1864.

Sir : You will take in tow the U. S. S. Louisiana, loaded with pow-
der, and take her down to Beaufort, F. C. If you apprehend danger
to her in towing her across the bar at that place, you will signal for

the tug there and make her tow the vessel in, when you will follow.

Uave her anchored in a safe place within the harbor and keep a watch
over her. When the steamer has arrived with the powder to go in her,

you will give all assistance in loading her without delay.

Have a strict watch kept that no vessel lies near her, and moor head
and stern there yourself, not to take up too much room. Be careful if

you meet with a heavy head sea to keep the vessel in a position that

will make her roll as little as possible.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant Commander J. L. Davis,
Gom,manding TJ. 8. 8. Sassacus, Rampton Roads.

Order of Sear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, to Acting Master Chase, TJ. S. Navy, to proceed to

Beaufort, N. C, in command of the TJ. S. 8. Louisiana.

Hampton Eoads, December 12, 1864.

Sir: Tou will proceed at once to take command of the Louisiaria,

now lying at Craney Island, and proceed with her to Beaufort, N. C,
the Sassacus towing her. Tou will permit no fire to be lighted on the

Louisiana ; no cigars to be smoked in any part of the vessel.

If a gale of wind should come on and you find a difBculty in the

Sassacus towing you, you will have to get up steam and proceed off

Beaufort, F. C. Take a pilot there and go in; await further orders.

A great deal depends on the success of getting this vessel to Beaufort

and yon must guard against any accident as you approach Beaufort.

Keep your lead going and give the shoals a good berth.

Respectfully, yours,
Dated D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Acting Master TWhitman] Chase,
U.S. S. Wabash.

Order of Eear-Admiial Porter, TJ. 8. Navy, to Acting Master Chase, TJ. 8. Navy, regarding

officers and men not required on the TJ. 8. 8. Louisiana.

North Atlantic Squadron,

U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Hampton Roads, December 12, 1864.

Sir : As soon as Captain Ehind assumes command of the Louisiana

you will see that all the oflBcers and men not required by him do return

to their respective vessels and will apply for a tug for that purpose.

^ David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Acting Master Chase,
Oommamding U. 8. S. Louisiana.
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Additional order of Bear-Admiral Porter, IT, S. Navy, to lieutenant-Commander Davis, V. 8.

Navy, commanding IT. 8. S. Bassaoni.

Hampton Roads, Virginia, December 12, 1S64.

Sib : Time flies. You must get the Louisiana underway at daylight.

If the officers who are to go in her are not on board, you must leave

them.
See that the proper persons are on board to take care of her and

send them, if necessary, from your vessel.

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,
Datid D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander John L. Davis,
Commanding U. 8. 8. 8assacu8.

Report of Lientenant-Conunander Davis, IT. 8. Navy, regarding the delay in the departore of

the IT. 8. 8, Lonisiana.

U. S. S. Sassaous,
Off Graney Island, December 13, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi-
cation of this date, and would respectfully state that the delay in

starting with the Louisiana has not been occasioned by any want of

dispatch on my part. She was not ready until now, as reported by
Lieutenant-Commander Jefifers to Commander Khind. I will at once
(9:30 a. m.) take her in tow and carry out your orders in regard to her.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
John L. Davis,

Lieutenant-Commander.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding North Atla/ntic Squadron.

Detailed instmctions firom Bear-Admiral Porter, IT. 8. Navy, to Lientenant-Conunander Wat-
moQgh, v. 8. Navy, commanding XT. 8. 8. Kansas.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, Beaufort, N. C, December 17, 1864.

Sir : Ton will proceed without delay to New Inlet and there take
charge, as usual, and will explain to the commanders what is expected
of them.
A vessel will be in readiness to communicate with you when the

powder vessel is approaching, when you will make some signal that
will excite no suspicion, to send the bar vessels offshore not less than
12 miles. This signal you will arrange yourself—two red lights held
over the side—and keeping the vessels close together, would be a good
plan. I want nothing done to excite suspicion, but the bar tenders to
run in as usual near sunset. Tell the commanders to be particular and
let the steam run down (when they get to the distance of safety) for
fear of damage to the boiler by the explosion.
Keep one good tug or steamer ready to take the boats of the Louisi-

ana in tow, when the ofiScers and men leave the vessel. She must lie

at a short distance (not over a mile) from shore, or just far enough not
to be seen by the rebels.
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You will have a very fast-pulling boat prepared to lie close in, on a
line with Fort Fisher, bearing W. | S.
Mr. Bradford, of the Coast Survey, will go in the boat and place her

where the Louisiana can run for her.
Prepare a box with lid to hold a red lant«m, well trimmed. The

boat will show this lantern in a box in a direction the Louisiana will
come from, being particular never to turn it ou shore. Have a boat
compass or a heavy compass in the boat, and two dark lanterns to read
the courses by.
When the Louisiana has passed Mr. Bradford's boat, he will obscure

his light, keeping it ready to show again. He will then pull out about
200 yards and wait for the party from the Louisiana, who will pull in
his direction.

When the boats arrive, he will show his light in the box to the
steamer or tug, which will flash a red lantern quickly, the boats con-
tinuing offshore.

No time is to be lost in getting underway when on board the steamer,
and as Captain Ehind will know by his watch what time the explosion
will take place, the steam can be run down to suit the occasion. At
the same time, moderate steam should be carried from the start and
the boilers not pressed. The whole thing must be done coolly and
systematically.
When the explosion takes place, all vessels will be prepared to fall

into the different lines of battle marked on the chart. The reserves
will be under the direction of Commander Bolando, in the Keystone
State,

Very respectfully, yours,

David D. Pobtbr,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander P. G. Watmotjgh,
Commanding U. S. S. Kansas.

Instructions of Bear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to the senior officer off Western Bar,
Cape Fear Biver, regardmg plan of attack.

Off Bbatjfoet, N. C, December 17, 1864.

Sir : A vessel filled with powder will be sent in under Fort Fisher
and exploded. Ton will, after receiving this, run off every night, after

it is dark enough not to let the enemy see that you are gone. Make all

the vessels you have run off at least 12 miles as fast as they can go, and
then let their steam run down so that the concussion will not affect the
boilers.

Place your vessels in a position where they can cut off a blockade run-
ner attempting to go in or out—that is, spread them out in line from
abreast the Frying Pan Shoals to the westward while anticipating an
explosion, which will take place in the dark of the moon.
Don't run inshore and lessen the distance I have mentioned, but rather

increase it. Be particular to let steam go down until the moon is up
and there is no longer any possibility of the powder vessel going in.

Be in at the bar again at daylight, not to excite suspicions of the enemy,
and to let them know you are still vigilant. Do this every night until

the explosion takes place, and when that does happen you will come
around at once to the east bar, New Inlet, with all the vessels except the
Eolus and Nansemond, which will be left to watch the bar and see that
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nothing gets out yrMle we are attacking the forts. I send you a plan

of the attack. You will give each commander one as far as they will

go, and if there are not enough, explain to those who do not get them,

or let them take a rough sketch that will answer. As you come around

get the vessels in line of battle as marked on the chart, and let them all

report, by hailing, to Commander Eolando, who, in the Keystone State,

will lead the reserves into such a position as I may assign them.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davtd D. Pobteb,

Rear-Admiral.

Seniok Naval Opfioeb,

Off Western Bar, Gape Fear River, North Carolina.

Detailed instructions from Bear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Kavy, to Commander Ehind, TT. S.

Navy, in charge of U. 8. S. Iioniiriana.

NOETH ATLANTIC SQUADEON,
If. S. Magship Malvern, Beaufort, Hf. C, December 17, 1864.

Sib : You will proceed, when ready, with the Louisiana, under your

command, to the east bar, New Inlet, and place the vessel as close to

Fort Fisher as the water will permit, even to running her on the beach.

When she is there she is to be exploded by means ofclocks, slow matches,

etc., which have been furnished yon, at such time as in your judgment
may seem best.

I have furnished you with all the means at my disposal, and which
you have required, to make this thing successful; you have had all the

arrangements of the preparations, and if successful the credit will be

yours. Great risks have to be run, and there are chances that you may
lose your life in this adventure ; but the risk is worth the running, when
the importance of the object is to be considered and the fame to be
gained by this novel undertaking, which is either to prove that forts on
the water are useless or that the rebels are proof against gunpowder.
I have studied this matter very fairly and impartially, taking opinions

from all the lights of science (and making due allowances) and eliciting

such important facts as have a real bearing on the case.

I do not anticipate such a dreadful earthquake as some suppose will

take place (destroying everything), nor do I think the effect will in any
way be mild.

I take a mean between the two, and think the effect of the explosion
will be Simply very severe, stunning men at a distance of three or four
hundred yards, demoralizing them completely, and making them unable
to stand for any length of time a fire from the ships. I think that the
concussion will tumble magazines that are built on framework, and that
the famous Mound will be among the things that were, and the guns
buried beneath the ruins.

I think that houses in Wilmington and Smithville will tumble to the
ground and much demoralize the people, and I think if the rebels figbt

after the explosion they have more in them than I gave them credit for.

I do not, however, anticipate injury to any one over 2J miles, though
I have taken every precaution in my general orders to prevent any acci-

dent by removing the vessels to such a distance that they will be in

perfect safety. This, however, should not influence you in your arrange-
ments, and it is desirable that the vessel should explode as soon after
landing her as your safety will permit. It would not do to have the
rebels put a shot through her water line, as it would destroy more than
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two-thirds of the powder. In this yon must consult your own opinions
of what is necessary for the safety of the party with you and the chances
of their getting out of the range of danger. T would suggest by all

means that fuzes and clocks be not depended on, but that a fire be
lighted in the stern of the vessel (the last thing you do on leaving), tak-
ing care that it be so regulated that it will burn, not too quickly, but will

burn effectually. There may be something yet unthought of that will

affect the clocks and fuzes, but there will be no mistake in a fire.

I would also suggest that too high steam be not carried on going in,

and that the fire doors be left open and the safety valve fitted properly
to lift when high steam gets on ; otherwise the boilers may explode and
destroy all our work. I do not think it a good plan to have the pro-

peller working when you leave the vessel, as in a case of a rise in the
water and sweeping her bow out the powder vessel might chase you to

sea again, and though not overtake you, turn the laugh on us. The
best plan will be to let go a light kedge from the end of the bowsprit or

cutwater. I would not advise running her hard onto the beach, as that

may bilge her. She is flat-bottomed and will stick fast enough if run
up easy, provided the beach is smooth, which is likely to be the case

with the wind S. W.
Now, the danger of bilging and spoiling all the powder suggests to me

the plan of anchoring in case of a snrf close under the fort. The vessel

can not then be boarded without boats, or the fires put out and the ves-

sel scuttled, all of which might happen if landed upon the beach with
a sea running on. It is smooth, I believe, at New Inlet with the wind
N. by E. round to S. W. going around west.

I have nothing more to say but to wish you and those with you a

happy termination of this experiment. I expect more good to our

cause from a success in this instance than from an advance of all of the

armies in the field. If we succeed it is a mere matter of who has the

most powder, and as I believe it is generally conceded that we are bet-

ter supplied than the rebels, we can blow them into submission. The
names of those connected with the expedition wiU be famous for aU
time to come.
Ton and the officers with you have been selected for your coolness

and ability to perform what is required, and I have every confidence

that yon will do all that men could do under the circumstances.

Time is a great element to success in these operations, and the state

of the weather induces me to hope that we will know the effect of your

powder by to-morrow night, and be in posssession of the forts early on

Monday.
Respectfally, your obedient servant,

David D. Pobteb,
Bear-Admiral.

Commander A. O. Ehind,
In charge of U. 8. 8. Louisiana, Beaufort, If, 0.

Letter from Bear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Major-General Butler, V. S. Army, regarding

readineis for the attack

At Ska, December 18, 1864.

Gbnebal : The powder vessel Louisiana has gone in to attempt the

explosion. The weather looks threatening. The wind may haul to the

west, but it is not likely. The barometer is high, yet the weather does

not please me.
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In case of an easterly gale my vessels will rendezvous under Cape
Lookout, where yours also will Und perfect shelter. In case you land
at Masonboro Inlet, which you can only do with northwesterly or west-
erly winds, will you not want vessels to cover you? I have vessels
detailed to cover all landing parties. The powder vessel is as complete
as human ingenuity can make her; has 236 tons of powder, all I can
get, though she would not have carried much more.

I propose standing in the moment the explosion takes place and open
fire with some of the vessels at night to prevent the enemy repairing
damages if he has any.
We have an army signal officer on board, and if you have one, we

can communicate freely.

Very respectftdly, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Eear-Adiniral.

Major-General B. F. Butler,
Commanding, etc., Steamer Ben De Ford.

BepoTt of lientenant-Commander Breese, IT. S. ITavy, regarding a request for postponement of
the explosion of the V. 8. S. Lonisiana from Major-General Butler.

Flagship Malvern,
Beaufort, N. C, January 11, 1865.

Sir : I have to report that in obedience to your order I went on board
the Ben De Ford on the evening of the 18th ultimo and informed General
Butler that the powder vessel would be exploded that evening, and that
you would be ready to follow it up at daylight in the morning by an
attack with the fleet. General Butler, upon discussion of the matter
with General Weitzel and Colonel Comstock, directed General Weitzel
to call upon you and request a postponement of several days, and I so
heard General Weitzel state it to you in your cabin.

I have also to state that as soon as possible thereafter, the A. D. Vance
carried in the orders countermanding the explosion and to direct the
powder vessel to return to her anchorage.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

K. R. Breese,
Fleet Captain.

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Commander Ehind, U. 8. Navy, in charge of
powder vesseL

December 19, 1864,
Captain: It is desirable that your taking the vessel in should be

done at a time when there is little or no surf, so that the army can land
on the beach without difficulty. You will not go in and blow the vessel
up until it is smooth. The wind having hauled S. W. and going round
to N. W., we may have a smooth time to-night, but I leave it to your
discretion; only remember that we must give the army no cause to say
we went to work without giving them a chance to land.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

[David D. Porter,]
Rear-Admiral.

Commander A. G. Ehind.
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Order of Bear-Admiial Porter, tT. 8. Navy, to lientenant-CommandeT Vatmongh, XT. 8. Navy,
commanding IT. S. 8. Kansas, to be in readineu for immediate action.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, at Sea, offNeio Inlet, December 23, 1864.

Sir: Have everything ready for the powder boat to-night, for go in
she must. Send Pilot Bowen on board the New Ironsides.
Let me know what those explosions were yesterday and day before.

I attack in the morning.
Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander P. G, Watmough,
Commanding Kansas.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, IT. 8. Navy, to laentenant-Commander Trnxton, IT. 8. Navy,
commandiiig XT. B. S. Tacony.

Flagship Malvern,
Off Wilmington, December 23, 1864.

Sir: T think you bad better move in near this ship until dark, as

you can see the lights better. Hoist the flag at the fore, as suggested,

and the lights at night, and carry out all the wishes of Commander
Bhind.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral,
Lieutenant-Commander W. T. Truxtun,

Commanding Tacony.

You can't be seen here from the shore.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commander Bhind, U. 8. Navy, in charge of

powder vessel.

At Sea,
New Inlet, December 23, 1864.

Sir: You must make your arrangements to go in to-night, unless the

gale comes on again. I shall go in and attack to-morrow. Make your

arrangements with Captain Watmough and don't fail me. The tug

Moccasin is at your disposal to communicate with Captain Watmough.
Let him have plenty of lights over his stern.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.

Commander A. C. Rhind.

Additional order from Bear-Admiral Porter, \S. S. Navy, to Commander Bhind, V. 8. Navy, in

charge powder vessel.

Off Wilmington, N. C, December 23, 1864.

Sir: The moon shines at 3:25. I would like the explosion to take

place at 2 a. m., or as near to that as possible, that the rebels may have

N w R—VOL 11 16
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as little time to rebuild as possible, but if there is likely to be anything

to prevent the explosion at the above time let her go in when it suits

you. Don't forget to build a good fire, for that is certain, and will pre-

vent the rebels boarding her.

Eespectfully, yours,
David D. Pokteb,

Bear-Admiral.

Commander A. C. Rhind, U. S. Navy.

Beport of Commander Bhind, V. 8. Havy, in charge of powder vessel Louisiana, regarding the

explosion.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, off Wilmington, December 26, 1864.

Admiral : I have the honor to make the following report of the

special service assigned me in connection with your attack on the
defenses at New Inlet:

In obedience to your order of the 23d instant, the powder boat was
taken in that night as near to Port Fisher as possible, the distance
reached being estimated by all oflScers present at from 250 to 300 yards
from the beach. Owing to the night being perfectly clear it became
necessary to anchor her there to prevent discovery by the enemy and
consequent frustration of the plan. Had the night been obscure, she
could have reached a point about 150 yards nearer.

The vessel, though having steam, was towed in and piloted by the
Wilderness to a point within a short distance of her station, when the
Widerness hauled off and remained near to take oft' the pariy from the
powder boat. The arrangements and movements of the Wilderness
were in charge of Lieutenant B. H. Lamson, of the Oettysburg, assisted
by Mr. J. S. Bradford, of the Coast Survey, and Mr. Bowen, bar pilot,

the local knowledge and judgment of these gentlemen being of the
greatest service to me in perfecting all the arrangements and carrying
out the plan successfully. The party on board the Wilderness, com-
manded by Acting Master H. Arey, shared with us whatever of risk or
danger attended the enterprise.

Our arrangements being completed, we started in from the station
vessel, the Kansas, Lieutenant-Commander Watmough, at about 10 : 30
p. m. At about 11 : 30 the Wilderness cast off the powder boat and
anchored, the latter steaming slowly ahead until she reached a point
E. by N. ^ N. from Fort Fisher, and within 300 yards of the beach.
The wind was light offshore and it was expected the powder boat would
tend to the tide if anchored. The anchor was accordingly let go, the
fires hauled as well as possible, and the men put into the boat. Lieu-
tenant Preston and I then proceeded to light the fuzes and fires. The
latter were arranged by Second Assistant Engineer MuUin.
When all was fairly done, we observed that the vessel would not tail

inshore, and therefore let go another anchor with short scope. "We
then took to the boat and reached the Wilderness in safety at precisely
midnight, slipped her anchor, and steamed out at full speed, reaching
in less than an hour a point about 12 miles distant from the powder
boat, where we hove to and ran our steam down.
At precisely 1 : 40 a. m. the explosion took place, the shock being

hardly felt^ and four distinct reports heard. What result was occa-
sioned near the vessel we can only estimate by the feeble fire of the
forts next day. My opinion is that owing to the want of confinement
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and insufficient fuzing of the mass much of the powder was blown away
before ignition and its effect lost.

The fuzes were set by the clocks to one hour and a half, but the
explosion did not occur till twenty-two minutes after that time had
elapsed, the after part of the vessel being then enveloped in flames.
The following officers and men manned the powder boat: Commander

A. C. Bhind, Lieutenant S. W. Preston, Second Assistant Engineer
A. T. E. MuUin, Master's Mate Paul Boyden, Frank Lucas, coxswain;
William Garvin, captain forecastle; Charles J. Bibber, gunner's mate;
John Neil, quarter gunner; Eobert Montgomery, captain afterguard;
James Koberts, seaman; Charles Hawkins, seaman; Dennis Conlan,
seaman; James Sullivan, ordinary seaman ; William Hinnegan, second-
class fireman ; Charles Bice, coal heaver.
The crew were all volunteers from my own vessel, the Agawam. The

zeal, patience, and endurance of officers and men were unsurpassed,
and I believe no officer could have been better supported. To Lieu-

tenant Lamson, Mr. Bradford, and the officers and men of the Wilder-

ness, we are indebted for the means of escape, and from the first start

from Norfolk we have received every desired assistance. The vessel

was towed to Wilmington Bar by the iSassacMs, Lieutenant-Commander
J. L. Davis, who gave us at all times a cordial support. The Tacony,
Lieutenant-Commander Truxtun, sent us a relief crew after the gale;

both vessels furnished us a boat.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. C. Ehind,

Commander, U. S. Navy.
Bear-Admiral D. D. Portek,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Beport of Bear-Admiral Porter, IT. S. Navy, transmittuig reports ezplaining cause of post-

ponement of operations.

North Atlantic Squadron,
TJ. 8. Flagship Malvern, Beaufort, N. C, January 11, 1865.

Sir: In addition to the evidence I have already sent you in my No.

13, 1 beg leave to enclose a communication from Lieutenant S.W. Pres-

ton, who was close in to the bar on the night of the 18th December. I

had directed the powder vessel to proceed in that night, and she was on

her way when General Weitzel came on board with a request from

General Butler that I would wait a few days, so that the Louisiana

coald be blown up later in the night. I accordingly dispatched Lieu-

tenant-Commander J. H. Upshur, in the A. JD. Vance, to carry orders

to stop the party and to tell them not to go in until a day or two later.

The A. D. Vance found the powder boat and delivered the order, the

party having returned with the vessel, finding the time unpropitious.

It was very fortunate that the expedition was stopped, for a heavy surf

was found to be rolling on the beach, and the next day, the wind fresh-

ening from the southward, a landing was perfectly impracticable.

Mr. Bradford, of the Coast Survey on the night of the 18th, went in

close to the beach to reconnoiter and found the surf so heavy that he

came near being capsized.

No boat of any kind could have gone on the beach without being

destroyed by the breakers.

On the next day it was even worse, and the surf increased until the

gale was at its height. j • v^i. i?

The beach was never fairly smooth until the afternoon and night ot
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the 24tli and the morning of the 25th. All the troops could have landed

at that time had they chosen to do so, for I offered them all the facil-

ities in my power, which were ample.
I enclose yon the reports of Lieutenant Preston and Mr. Bradford;

they will put at rest any assertions (from whatever quarter they may
come) that any favorable time for landing was lost.

It will no doubt be finally urged tbat it was intended to surprise the

rebels, and that by not starting on the day the troops were first put

on board the transports, when it was raining and blowing hard, and
there was every indication of a long spell of bad weather, we lost the

chance of a surprise.

We don't often surprise the rebels; there are too many leaky people

who participate in our secret movements. Shipping a large force in

transports and lying six days at Fortress Monroe,from whence the rebels
obtain all the information they desire, is not the way to surprise the

rebels. It was published everywhere that a large expedition was going

somewhere, and the rebels knew what it was for.

If General Butler wanted to do the thing with a dash and surprise

the rebels, or get in before reinforcements could arrive, why did he ask
me by sending General Weitzel and Colonel Comstock to delay the
powder vessel a few nights longer, so that the explosion might take
place near daylight?

It was delayed at his request, but I attribute no delay from that, as

we could have done nothing until the 24th. He was not on the ground
with his transports on that day, which he should have been.

In a large expedition like this, when heavy and slow-moving frigates

and monitors have to be looked after, light transports (that can go in

and outof harbors and get protection almost everywhere) should always
be the subordinate party; their movements must be governed by those
of the navy vessels, and unless some serious reason exists, the trans-

ports and military force should always be on hand to take advantage
of anything that turns up. Here they were away at the very time they
should have been landing, and the reason given for their being away
was the want of water. They stopped also to get coal, having used
up a large portion of the naval supply.

I believe I have gone over everything to show that no charge of delay
can be laid to the Navy, or that any officer in the squadron is to blame
for the nontaking of Fort Fisher.

I may have taken unnecessary trouble and been premature. I should,
perhaps, have waited till the attack was made on the Navy. That is

not a good rule in making war. I shall fight just as readily in defending
the Navy against its traducers as I would against a rebel, and I think
it a wise precaution on the present occasion to give the Department
information about every movement of the late expedition..
No one can make a good case out of the late failure, no matter how

clever the special pleading may be.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Datld D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

[£nclosarea.]

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Malvern, Beaufort, N. G., January 10, 1865.

Sir : In obedience to your order requesting information regarding
the movements of the powder ship, I have to report that the powder
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in the Louisiana was all stored and fazed and everything ready for sea
on the morning of Saturday, December 17, but on account of the south-
erly wind and consequent coast swell, which had prevailed ever since
our arrival at Beaufort, she did not start forNew Inlet until the follow-

ing morning, December ] 8.

When we left Beaufort early that morning it was nearly calm, though
we found upon getting outside that there was still considerable swell on.

A little later in the forenoon a breeze sprung up from the eastward and
continued steady but light from that direction throughout the day,
freshening toward night.
On arriving oft' Fort Fisher, just after dark, we proceeded to make the

necessary arrangements for running the powder ship in that night, the
tide serving us about 9 o'clock.

At the appointed hour we left the Kansas (our range light), preceded
by the Wilderness, which had our pilot on board. As we approached
the shore the Kansas' light disappeared. Soon after the lights on the

Mound were put out and the pilot deemed it unadvisable to take the

vessel in with so much swell on the bar without the aid of landmarks,
which the disappearance of both range lights had deprived us of.

Considering the uncertainty of getting the vessel into her proper

position, close in, by the compass and lead alone, and it being very
evident from the heavy surf rolling on the beach (it was then breaking

in 3 fathoms)' that the troops would be unable to land the next day.

Commander Khind decided to stand offshore and not blow the vessel

up until the following night. Soon after passing the former anchorage
of the Kansas we discovered the A. D. Vance standing inshore and
signaling us. On communicating with her, we received an order from

you, addressed to Lieutenant-Commander Watmough, of the Kansas,

directing him to communicate with Commander Ehind, and, if not too

late, prevent the explosion of the powder ship that night, stating that

General Butler had requested you to have the explosion postponed, as

he did not think it would be possible to land the troops through the

surf next morning.
On the following day the gale commenced, and no favorable oppor-

tunity offered for the explosion and subsequent debarkation until the

night ofDecember 23.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
S. W. Peeston,

Lieutenant, U. S. Navy.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Flagship Malvern,
Beaufort, N. C, January 10, 1865.

Sir : In obedience to your request that I would give you miy opinion

in writing of the feasibility oflanding in boats on the beach above New
Inlet on the evening of the 18th of December last, or on the following

day, I have the honor to make the following statement:

1 find from the journal of the powder party, which it was part of my
duty to keep, that on the night of the 18th the wind was N.B. by E. and

freshening. There was quite a sea running and every appearance of

heavy weather. Lieutenant Lamson and myself occupied an hour in

endeavoring to communicate with the Kansas, Sassacus, and Wilderness

by means of a boat. These vessels were certainly not over 400 yards

apart (the Kansas and Sassacus much nearer to each other) and our
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commanications with the latter-named vessels did not occupy us over

six or eight minutes in all. Although we had a fine boat, pulling six

oars, it was with great difficulty that we could make headway against

the sea. The roar of the surf could be distinctly heard, both on the

beach to the northward and on Caroline Shoals. We were at this time

about 3^ miles from the nearest point of the beach.

I am certain that I am correct in my statement of the time occupied

ill pulling between those vessels, as I noted it at the moment, that it

might be entered on the journal.
In my opinion, an attempt to land in boats upon the beach on the

night of the 18th, or on the following day, would have ended in total

failure, and probable loss of life to all concerned in it. No boat would
have lived after it had once reached the rollers.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. S. Beadfoed,

Sub-Assistant, U. 8. Coast Survey.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Beaufort, N. C,

Additional report of Commander Bbind, V. 8. Kavy, regarding explosion of powder vessel.

U. S. S Agawam,
Wavy Yard, Norfolk, Va., February 2, 1865.

Admiral : In obedience to your order of 23d ultimo, I have to make
the following report as requested in tUe communication of the Bureau
of Ordnance dated January 10, a copy of which you enclosed me

:

The powder boat Louisiana, exploded near Port Fisher on the morn-
ing of December 24, 1864, was turned over to me at Oraney Island,
Norfolk, on the 13th December by Lieutenant-Commander Jeffers, who
had been sent down, I understood, to superintend the arrangements
of the vessel. When I went on board, expecting to leave at once with
her in tow of the Sassacus, 1 found the cargo stowed full up to the tops
of the hatches of the berth deck, and powder in bags stowed also in
that part of the vessel (marked "F" on the sketch)—the after part of
the house, which had been extended over her. The method of adjust-
ing the fuzes and clockwork was explained to me by Lieutenant-Com-
mander Jeffers. No part of the fuze used was circulated through the
parts of the vessel already stowed (marked "N" and ^'E"), and it was
impossible to place it there without breaking out the cargo. On the
arrival of the vessel at Beaufort, [N. C], about 30 tons more powder
were put in her, making in all about 215 tons, as much as the vessel
could carr.y without being too deep in the water. Lieutenant Preston
and I gave our personal superintendence to the stowage of that portion
of the cargo and placed the fuzes with our own hands.
The stowage of the cargo and arrangement of the fuzes are best

explained by reference to the accompanying sketch.
Had the Gomez fuze been circulated, as it should have been, through

the cargo of the hold or berth deck, the effect of the explosion would
doubtless have been increased.
As to my impression of the results and the effect produced, I stated

in my report to you of December 26 that owing to the want of confine-
ment and insufficient fuzing of the mass, that much of the powder was
blown away before ignition and its effect lost.

As to the effect on the works on shore, I am of opinion that it suc-
ceeded only in stunning the garrison, rendering them temporarily unfit
for duty, and possibly displaced a few of the guns.
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I never entertained, while undertaking to execute the plan, the idea
that Its effect would be great on the fort itself. The facts called form regard to the manner of executing the plan are detailed in my report

JR̂
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of December 26, By referring to that and to the annexed sketch* of

* For other drawings of the U. S. S. Louisiana, Bee report of the Joint Committee
of the Conduct of the War, Fort Fisher Expedition, pp. 245, 248; also Official
Records of Union and Confederate Armies in the War of the Rebellion, Atlas, plate
LXVU.
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the vessel, I think all necessary information that I can give will be

obtained.
Should there be any points not suflaciently explained, I will be happy

to furnish any information on their being indicated to me.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
A. 0. Ehind,

Oommander.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

The powder was stowed within the dotted lines "E» "M" "N," the

space "N," representing the berth deck, was stowed full up to the

hatches, "P" and "M," the lower tier said to be in barrels with heads

out, upper tiers in canvas bags. The space "F » " M," being the forward

part of the extension of the deck house, was only partially filled, the

powder in canvas bags. The space " E " was entirely filled with powder
inbags as far as the bulkhead of the passage " F," A clock with two ends
of Gomez fiize was placed at each end of the passage "G " and " H," one
fuze leading through the bags in "E" and inserted through them and
into bags in the hold at "P," each side; the other circulated through
and in the bags in the space "P" "M" "P" crossed, married, and
inserted in opened bags in the hold " M." In the space "D " (formerly

cook house) was plac^ another clock at " I," with the fuze inserted in

cut bags in "the space "B," reached by cutting through the double
bulkhead. A fuze with five pieces of candle was led from "D" into

"E." In the space marked " L," at the end of the shaft alley, was
stowed pine wood and kindling. No fuze was cii-culated through the
space marked "N." The explosion did not take place until one hour
and fifty-two minutes after the clocks at " G" and " H" were started.

The clocks were set to explode the fuze in one hour and a half.

Letter from the Chief of Bnieau of Ordnance, Navy Department^ to Bear-Admiral Porter, V. S.

Navy, requesting detailed reports from officers.

Bureau op Ordnance,
Navy Department, January 10, 1865.

Sib : The Bureau desires that you will direct the officers who were
in charge of the powder boat recently exploded near Fort Fisher to
forward to the Bureau a full and detailed statement, but secret and con-
fidential, of all the circumstances connected with the arrangement of
the powder, the fuzes, and other appliances intended to secure a uniform
and simultaneous explosion, together with the manner in which the
plan was executed, and their impressions of the result and the effects

produced.
This information is desired as early as practicable.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

H. A. Wise,
Chief of Bureau.

Bear-Admiral D. 1). Porter, U. S. Navy,
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, off Wilmington, N. G.
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Letter from the Chief of Bureau of Ordnance, Navy Department, to Lieutenant-Commander
Jeffera, U. S. Navy, requesting detailed statement regarding the preparation of the IT. 8. S.

Louisiana.

Confidential.] Bureau of Oednanoe,
Navy Department, January 11, 1865.

Sir: The Bureau desires that you will forward a full and detailed
statement, but secret and confidential, of the mannerinwliich the pow-
der boat Louisiana was prepared for service against Fort Fisher, stat-

ing clearly the manner in which the powder was arranged, the fuzes,

clockwork, matches, and electric wires were adjusted to j)roduce the
explosion, previous to your leaving her and returning to Washington.

I am, etc.,

H. A. Wise,
Chief of Bureau.

Lieutenant-Commander W. N. Jeffers, IJ. S. Navy,
Ordnance Yard, Washington.

Letter from Chief of Bureau of Ordnance, Navy Department, to Major Bodman, V. S. Army,
requesting a statement regarding the preparation of the TT. S. 8. Louisiana,

Confidential.] Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy Department, January 11, 1865.

Sir: In order that all the facts connected with the recent experiment
made against Fort Fisher may be placed upon record, the Bureau
requests that you will furnish it with a full statement of the mannerin
which the Louisiana was prepared for the service, the adjustment of

the fuzes, clockwork, matches, or electric wires, and the amount of

powder placed on board, up to the time when you left her and returned

to Washington.
A description of the manner in which the fuzes were laid is especially

desired.

Your communication on the subject is to be considered secret and
confidential.

I am, sir, etc., H. A. Wise,
Chief of Bureau.

Major T. J. Eodman, U. S. Army,
Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Jeffers, U. S. Navy, regarding the preparation of the TJ. 8. S.

Louisiana.

Navy Ordnance Yard,
Washington, D. C, January 16, 1865.

Sir: I herewith forward a description of the explosion vessel Louis-

iana, with all the arrangements made by Major Eodman and myself,

in accordance with the directions of the Bureau, and opinion of the

ordnance and other ofiBcers who were consulted with regard to the

probable effects of the explosion on Fort Fisher, and the means of

causing it to take effect.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
William N. Jeffers,

Inspector of Ordnance, in Charge.

Commander H. A. Wise,
Chief of Bureau of Ordnance, Navy Department.
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[Enclosure.]

Preparation of the veaael.

The iron gunboat Louisiana, a propeller of 295 tons burden, 160

[145,2] feet long, 22 [27.32] feet beam, and 8.1 feet depth of hold, 8 to

8J feet draft when loaded, formerly employed in the Atchafalaya

cotton trade, was selected and was in every respect suitable for the

purpose, except (as was subsequently found to be the case) in capacity

for carrying the desired quantity of powder on the given draft.

She was taken to Norfolk, her battery and appurtenances, masts
and part of the deck house removed, leaving only sufficient to shelter

the officers, men in charge, the berth deck and holds cleared of fittings,

and, in short, all unnecessary weights removed.
The engines, boilers, and coal bunkers, with 40 tons of coal, occupied

the after third of the vessel, separated by a bulkhead from the
remainder. Before putting the powder on board the vessel was very
much by the stern.

The space below the spar deck available for stowage was divided by
a bulkhead extending athwart the vessel, forward of the boiler bulk-
heads, into two parts—one, the after hold, used formerly as an
additional coal bunker, about 15 feet in length, 22 feet wide, and 10
feet in depth from the spar deck to the keelson, accessible by a hatch
4 feet square; the space forward of this, formerly tlie berth deck,
about 40 feet long by 22 feet wide and 4J feet deep under the beams,
with a hold beneath it of the same dimensions. Access to this was
obtained by a hatch of 4 by 5 feet.

A small store room and chain locker occupied the extreme bow of the
vessel.

After her masts and fittings were removed a house was built on
deck, occupying the extreme width of the vessel, 22 feet, and 70 feet in
length, extending aft over the hold and apparently over the boiler, 8
feet in height. This house was built of three-quarters inch stuff', cov-
ered with canvas, painted to render it waterproof, a light grating laid
over the spar deck to protect the powder in case of leakage, and bat-
tens or furring put around the sides to prevent contact with the iron
sides.

I requested, and I was joined in this by Major Rodman, that large
scuttles should be cut in the deck at the forward end of this house,
communicating with the berth deck. This was considered unnecessary,
but I bored some holes instead.

It was stated that the Louisiana could carry on 8J feet draft 290 tons
of coal fn addition to her armament, stores, and crew, which, if correct,
would permit the stowage of 300 tons of explosive material on the same
displacement, and for which it will be readily seen there was ample
room.

Stowage of the powder.

In order to produce the greatest possible effect in a lateral direction
it was necessary to keep as much of the powder as possible, consistent
with stability and safety at sea, above the water line. Ifo powder was,
therefore, stowed in the hold beneath the berth deck. The berth deck
was filled with powder stowed in bags (sand bags obtained from the
engineers) containing about 50 pounds each. About 100 tons were
placed on this deck.
The after hold or coal bunker was stowed first with two tiers of full

barrels, with their upper heads out, and the stowage completed with
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bags. The barrels were put in in order to keep the bags well up out
of reach of any dampness incase of leakage.
The remainder of the powder put on board at Norfolk, making in all

185 tons, was stowed against the after bulkhead of the deck house, and
filled the space over the boiler, extending as far as the hatch to the
after hold or coal bunker, leaving about four-fifths of the space in the
deck house empty.
When this quantity of powder had been stowed, it was decided that

the vessel was quite as deep as desirable for making the voyage to
Beaufort; furthermore, the weather, which had been very unsettled,
appeared favorable for the voyage, and it was determined to sail with-
out the remainder, which was to be put on board there. I have no
information with respect to the quantity afterwards put on board.
In the evening, before the vessel sailed, I was advised of the names

of the officers who were to take charge of her, and the next morning
went on board the Louisiana to explain to them the proposed arrange-
ments, when they shortly appeared.
As, according to the programme, the trains were to be laid in the

upper outer layer of bags in the deck house, none of which were stowed
when the vessel left Craney Island, the execution of this part was
confided to the officers (Commander Khind and Lieutenant S. W. Pres-
ton) who were to take charge of her. All of these details were as fully

explained as the limited time allowed me would admit; the clocks put
in position, a rough diagram of the vessel and a written description of
the proposed mode of laying the trains furnished.

I did not know until the evening previous to the sailing of the vessel

who was to command her; and I used my own discretion, knowing that
any desired changes could be readily made to suit any other views.

Mode of exploding the powder.

When the probable effects of the explosion were under discussion, it

was the unanimous opinion of the experts in ordnance that, to produce
the maximum effect, the fire should be communicated and the explo-

sion take place in many points simultaneously, all the accounts of acci-

dental explosions of large quantities of powder agreeing that large

quantities of unconsumed powder were blown away from the focus of

ignition, causing a great reduction of effect.

Electricity was proposed as offering the most probable means of

securing this result; but as this agent is known to be very unreliable

in action, it was determined to use several clockwork arrangements, a

a slow match, and finally to set the vessel on fire to insure an ultimate

explosion, and not bestow so large a quantity of material on the enemy
in the event of a failure of one or more of the modes of exploding it.

The arrangement of the clockwork being confided to me, I made a

very simple one. Removing the face and hands of an ordinary marine

clock,! secured to the arbor of the minute hand a small cylinder with

four pins set into the circumference, and equidistant; that is, fifteen

minutes of time apart. Three clocks were thus arranged. These clocks

were secured to a board ; by the side of the clock a copper tube was

secured, in the bottom of which was brazed a mass of metal with a com-

mon musket cone screwed into it, to be capped with a percussion cap.

A grapeshot—weight, 2 pounds; diameter, 2.5 inches—was attached

to one end of a piece of catgut, which was led through an eyebolt at

the top of the tube, and hooked by a loop in the other end, oVer one of

the pins on the clock cylinder. It is easy to see that by the revolution

of the cylinder the loop would slip oft", the grapeshot drop, and the
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explosion of the cap take place in fifteen minutes, thirty minutes, forty-

five minutes, or sixty minutes, as desired; this it never failed to do in

many trials. I frequently set the three clocks going, and the explosions

occurred within two minutes of each other at the end of an hour. To
determine the time of explosion, it was ouly necessary to put the loop

over the proper pin, remove a stop, and set the apparatus in motion.

Major Eodman arranged with great care, and after numerous experi-

ments, to insure safety and certainty, the slow matches, six in number,
which were to be distributed in as many places.

Arrangements made to insure simultaneous ignition in several points.

In the event of the electricity failing, the clocks were to be the next
dependence; it was therefore necessary to so distribute them that in

case the vessel was boarded from the shore they could not be conven-
iently reached; and also to lead the flame rapidly to many points.

This, it was proposed to accomplish by the aid of the " Gomez fuze

train," which is incomparably quicker in its action than the flame of
gunpowder, approximating electricity.

From each clock and each slow match this train was to be laid

through the exterior layers of bags in the deck house and into each
hatch ; and, in order to secure this simultaneous ignition in many places,

the fuze train from each of the clocks was to be grafted into the other
fuze trains from each of the other clocks at all points of crossing.

By the report of Admiral Porter it would appear that the powder
was finally exploded from the eftects of a fire kindled in the forecastle.

No results of value were to be expected from this mode. It was pro-
posed only as a final resort in order to prevent the vessel in any contin-
gency from falling into the bands of the enemy. It was certain that
the greater portion of the powder would be blown away if ignited in a
single point, and the effect very much diminished.
The three explosions spoken of are readily accounted for—the deck

house, the after hold, and the berth deck would take fire in succession
if ignited at one point.

I can not in any way account for the failure of the clocks, if set to the
proper time, except on the supposition that possibly the turn on the
cylinder may have been taken the wrong way, and instead of unwind-
ing they wound up the balls.

I am not aware that any attempt was made to use the electric wire,
but it was not favorably considered by those charged with the execu-
tion of the plan. Mr. Beardslee, who was to undertake this matter,
came to Norfolk, made himself acquainted with the requirements, and
returned to New York to obtain the necessary means, but had not
reached Norfolk when the vessel sailed.

A part of the programme required that the vessel should be grounded,
which appears not to have been the case. No very sanguine expecta-
tions were entertained of a successful result unless the vessel could be
placed within 300 yards, and then only after all the precautions had
been taken to insure a maximum effect.

Letter from Major Bodman, IT. S. Amiy, to the Chief Bnieaa of Ordnance, Kavy Department,
regarding the preparation of the U. S. S. louisiana.

Watbbtown Arsenal, January 27, 1865.
SiE : Tours of the 24th instant, enclosing for my perusal and remarks

thereon the statement of Lieutenant-Commander William N. Jeff'ers
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relative to the preliminary preparations of the powder boat Louisiana,
recently exploded near Fort Fisher, IT. C, is received, and said state-
ment Las been by me carefully read and considered.

I find this statement correct in all particulars, so far as I know, and
my knowledge extends to everything therein stated relative to arrange-
ments for explosion, except the instructions given by Lieutenant-
Commander tlefters to the officers in charge of the powder boat.
Experiments connected with the preparation of the slow match at the

Fort Monroe arsenal required me to be, the greater part of my time, at
that arsenal. These experiments having been so far completed as to
enable me to decide definitely as to the arrangement of this means of
explosion, it was arranged that Lieutenant-Commander Jeffers and
myself would, on the 12th of December, go on board the powder boat
and there meet the officers charged with its explosion and explain to

them all the means and their arrangements proposed by us [to] insure
a certain and successful explosion.

I went to the powder boat at the appointed time, but found that the
.officers charged with its explosion were notthere. I then went on board
the steamer Baltimore and saw Lieutenant-Commander Jefi'ers, who
informed me that the bay was so rough that the proposed meeting had
been postponed till next day. I started over the next morning from
Fort Monroe, and on the way, in sight of the powder boat, met and
boarded the steamer Baltimore, coming down, when Lieutenant-
Commander Jeffers informed me that he had been on board the powder
boat and fully explained to the officers charged with its explosion all

the means and arrangements proposed byus for that purpose; that they
fully understood the whole matter, and that the powder boat was then
getting underway, so that I was not present and can not, therefore, of

my own knowledge, say what explanations were given.

Lieutenant-Commander Jeflfers and myself came directly down on
board the Baltimore, went on board the flagship of Eear-Admiral Por-

ter, and explained to him the exact state of the case, with which he
expressed himself entirely satisfied.

While Lieutenant-Commander Jeflers and myself were still on board

the flagship, the powder boat passed out to sea in tow of another vessel.

I am decidedly of the opinion that the effect of the explosion would
have been materially increased if the powder had been ignited by the

Gomez fuze train, as was proposed, and I have no doubt that Lieutenant-

Commander Jeffers offers the true explanation of the three explosions

I am, etc., T. J. EoDMAN,
Major of Ordnance.

H. A. Wise,
Chiefof Bureau of Ordnance, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.

statement of Commander Bhind, V. S. Havy, in contradiction of evidence given by Uajor-

Oeneral Bnfler, V. S. Army, before a committee of Congreu.

JTew York, November 16, 1865,

SiE : In the published report of the committee of Congress on the con-

duct of the war I find certain evidence of General B. F. Butler recorded

which, as it presumes to question the proper performance of a duty

assigned me, I can not suffer to go abroad uncontradicted. A reckless

disregard of the character and reputation of officers (especially of the
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Navy) and of the truth manifests itself in various parts of General But-

ler's testimony. Had 1 been made aware that the proposition to employ
the powder vessel as a preliminary to the attack on Fort Fisher was
originated by General Butler, or that he expected such remarkable
results from it, I should have required, as a condition on undertaking

so hazardous a service (unsought by me), that General Butler or some
one of his then numerous attaches should have accompanied the party.

My report of the conduct of the affair was very brief, as the admiral
and officers of the squadron were well aware that the duty was in all

respects properly performed. Had I known that it would be criticised

by those far from danger I would have enlarged the report and appended
to it the written testimony of Lieutenant Preston, my assistant, and
other officers with me in the powder boat and in the Wilderness, her con-

voy. Most of these gentlemen are still in service, and to them I refer

for the substantiation of what follows from me.
On page 31, volume 2, of the document headed "Fort Fisher Expe-

dition," I find the following:

Question (by Mr. Loan, member of committee). How near was the powder vessel
to the fort when it exploded f

Answer (by General B. F. Batler, he being at the time of the explosion at or near
Beanfort, distant 60 to TO miles). I do not Know, and I do not believe anybody on
our side does. The powder vessel was a steamer; her machinery was reported ont
of order, or else they were so afraid of her that they did not dare to get tip the steam,
and they towed her in. The proposition was to beach her within 250 yards, but they
did not do that; they anchored her and set her on fire. I know she could have ran
within 500 yards of the fort. We were all very much surprised to find how near that
shore we could lay. Our transports, toward the last of our landing, lay within 100
yards of the beach. The powder vessel might have been beached within 150 yards
of the fort, but it was not beached. It was anchored, and I do not believe within
two-thirds of a mile of the fort.

Now for facts. The machinery of the powder boat was not reported
out of order. Steam was raised on her on the 18th December, a few
hours after leaving Beaufort in tow of the Sassaous, and she was con-
stantly under steam from that time until the morning of the 24th Decem-
ber, when she was exploded, riding out meanwhile a heavy gale, with
her officers and crew on board. The vessel was slow and deep m the
water, and a swift tug was provided to bring off the party in the powder
boat when used. That tug—the Wilderness, Acting Master H. Arey,
commanding—had on board Lieutenant E. H. Lamson, Mr. J. S. Brad-
ford, assistant, Coast Survey, and the pilot. To secure a proper position
for the powder boat without loss of time, it was determined that besides
using her own steam the Wilderness should pass a line to her, thereby
preventing the separation of the vessels in the night and the powder
vessel drifting from her course. The plan of anchoring her was adopted
by common consent as the best, and was suggested byAdmiral Porter.
She was accordingly anchored within 300 yards of the beach, abreast
the fort, Lieutenant Preston and all officers present concurring in the
distance named. The Wilderness having cast her off at a sufficient dis-
tance to prevent hersel fbeing seen, the powder boat steamed in unaided
to her station. Arrangements were made to veer her in 90 fathoms
closer after anchoring, which 90 fathoms would have put her stern in the
breakers, if she could float so far without touching bottom. Owing to
the undertow the vessel did not swing so as to enable us to veer the 90
fathoms. She was therefore made secure at the distance first named
(i. e., within 300 yards of the beach, abreast the fort), by letting go
another anchor after the fuzes and fire had been started some minutes.
The fire was started as a last resort to make the explosion certain if
the fuzes failed, and was so placed in the extreme end of the shaft alley
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that it was not expected to reach the powder until after the clocks failed,

and doubtless would not had the clocks been suitable for the purpose.
General Butler expresses surprise to find how near the beach the trans-

ports could lay when landing the troops. The troops landed nearly 2
miles above the fort, and where no shoals extended. The beach is what
is called steep to the northward of the shoals at the entrance of "New
Inlet, and a ycssel can approach and float till beached.

I regret that the committee did not do me the justice to summon me
to reply to the evidence of General Butler. The following officers will

supportmy statement, so much at variance with that of General Butler

:

Lieutenant B. H. Lamson; Mr. A. T. E. Mulliu, assistant engineer; Mr.
J. S. Bradford, Coast Survey; Acting Master Arey, commanding the
Wilderness; Mr. Paul Boyden, acting ensign, and the officers and crews
of both vessels. All of these gentlemen, as well as Admiral Porter and
his fleet captain, are aware of the opinions of Lieutenant Preston, my
assistant, as to the distance reached from the fort and the complete
performance of the duty.
In reporting the distance* the powder boat was anchored from the

beach, 1 care^Uy abstained from understating it. The opinion of other

officers was that 250 yards was the extreme. It also appears (on page
255 ofthe report) that my report of the stowage and arrangements of the

vessel was submitted to Lieutenant-Commander Jeffers, the officer

detailed by the Ordnance Bureau to superintend the stowage of the

craft, and, on page 250, that he (Lieutenant Jeffers) accounts for the

failure of the clocks on the supposition that "possibly the turn on the

cylinder may have been taken the wrong way."
The stowage of the vessel was not properly completed when I went

down in the Sassacus to take her to sea from Norfolk, and I was obliged

to spend some time that morning restowing and securing the powder
in the deck house. The clocks were common marine deck timepieces,

altogether unfit for an experiment of that magnitude. As to the idea

expresssd that the turns may have been taken the wrong way, it is not

worth notice. I was obliged to have the clocks altered at Beaufort to

adapt them to the motion of the vessel, and before placing them finally,

tested them, with the aid of Lieutenant Preston. Whether the vessel

was blown up by the fuze or the fire is a matter of no consequence as

far as [the] reputation of the officers who conducted the explosion is

concerned. The following extract is from a letter to me, signed by
Admiral Porter, dated December 17

:

I would saggest, by all means, that the fuzes and clocks be not depended on, but

that a fire be Ughted in the stern of the vessel.

And again

:

Now, the danger of bilging and spoiling the cargo suggests to me the plan of

anchoring; in case of a surf close under the fort the vessel can not then be boarded

with boats and the fires put out and the vessel scuttled, all of which might happen

ijf landed on the beach with a sea running in.

And again, December 23

:

Don't forget to build a good fire, for that is certain, and will prevent the rebels

boarding her.

Minutes from the log of the Wilderness, kept during these occur-

rences and signed by Mr. J. S. Bradford, of the Coast Survey, now in

*A Coast-Survey map gives the position of the U. S. S. Louisiana at time of explo-

sion about 250 yards E. by S. from the N. E. angle of Fort Fisher and 75 yards from

shore. An Army-War-Records map gives the position 830 yards N. E. of the N, E.

angle of Fort Fisher and 140 yards from shore.—Compii.bh8.
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my possession, show that "the Wilderness cast off the powder boat at

11 : 40 p. m. ; that the powder boat anchored at 11 : 55 p. m. (thus steam-

ing ahead fifteen minutes after leaving the Wilderness), the fort bearing

W. by S. i S., breakers on shore and embrasures of the fort plainly in

sight."

In justice to my comrades and to me, I respectfully ask authority to

publish this statement, or at least place copies of it in the hands of

the Committee on the Conduct of the War.
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. O. Ehind,
Oomniander.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Eear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Wavy, regarding diagram

showing position of the U. S. S. Lonisiana.

Navy Depabtment, February 3, 1865.

SiE : Is it not possible to ascertain by soundings the exact position

of the wreck of the torpedo boat Louisiana? Please have an efibrt

made, and, if successful, furnish the Department with a diagram show-
ing the position in its relation toward Port Fisher, etc.

"Very respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy,

Eear-Admiral D. D. Portee,
Comdg. North Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron, off Fort Fisher.

Bepoit of Bear-Admiral Porter, V, S. Navy, regarding the impossihility of locating the wreck
of the V. 8. 8. Louisiana.

NoBTH Atlantic Squadron,
d. S. Flagship Malvern, Gape Fear River, February 13, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi-
cation in relation to ascertaining the position of the wreck of the late

powder boat Louisiana. I doubt if that is possible, for the explosion
must have thrown all the machinery (which was mostly above the water
line) far out of the way, and the hull must have been so completely
broken up that it could not possibly be found.
Amidst the great number of wrecks on the bar it would be impossi-

ble to detect anything that could be relied on to designate the exact
point where the Louisiana was blown up. There could be no mistake,
though, in the bearings and soundings, and the vessel's position is

marked on the plan of battle. If doubt exists in the mind of anyone
about the eft'eet of powder exploded in the open air, I think the doubt
would be put to rest on witnessing the effect of the terrific explosion
that took place in Fort Fisher the day after its capture. I suppose
there were at least 60 tons of powder in the large magazine when it

blew up. There was no damage done to anything in or about the fort,
except to the magazine, which was blown to pieces. All the bomb-
proofs stood uninjured; no gun carriages were even moved or broken,
though many of them were shattered by shot. Only the men on or



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 241

near the magazine were killed; those at a distance of 100 yards were
not stunned or injured.

The magazine at Port Caswell had even more powder than Fisher,
being the main depot for all the surrounding works ; but even there the
damage inflicted was not so great as one would suppose. One whole
side of the interior part of the brickwork was blown down, but only
one casemate seemed to have been affected by the explosion or explo-
sions, for the powder (besides what was in the magazine) was dis-

tributed in mines in different parts of the work. Nearly all the guns
were uninjured, nor were they moved, and the work was in a good con-

dition to be defended for a long time.
I doubt myself the expediency of making any more experiments like

that tried in the Louisiana.
I don't know but that it is just as well that the one in question did

not have the effect iutended, as the experiment hereafter might be tried

on us, who have so many forts accessible by water.
I have no doubt that all the powder in the Louisiana ignited, for the

fire which finally exploded the vessel reached the Gomez fuze first,

which fuze was led all over the vessel through powder bags and down
into the hold, and we know that its effect Is instantaneous. The fuze
ignites at the rate of a mile in five seconds (about). One hundred and
fifty fathoms would ignite in two seconds, perhaps sooner. Nothing
but electricity could produce an instantaneous explosion of a large

mass of powder.
Some of the troops that were landed on the first expedition said

they had heard "that the garrison were partly stunned by the explo-

sion," but on closely questioning those who were employed in the fort

at the time I could not fiud that anyone expeiienced any ill effects

from the explosion. The shock was represented as being heavy, but
nothing more.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Sear-Admiral.

Hon. Gedbon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Abstract Log of the V, S. S. 'midemasi.

December 18, 1864.—Acting Master Henry Arey in command. From 8

to meridian : Lying at anchor off" New Inlet. TJ. S. S. GheroTcee arrived

;

reported the fleet outside ready to come in at sunset. At 9 a. m. the

army transport Ben De Ford arrived and anchored near us. At 1 : 45

p. m. the Kansas got underway and stood to the westward. At 2:30

the Gettysburg arrived. At 2 : 50 Kansas made signal to come within

hail. At 3 spoke the Kansas and Lieutenant Commanding E. H. Lam-
son came on board and took command of [this] vessel for the purpose

of going in with the powder boat Louisiana and bringing off Com-
mander Bhind, his officers and men, after the vessel should have been

placed in the desired position and arrangements made to secure the

explosion. Sent on board of the Gettysburg all of the officers and crew

except Acting Master Arey, Acting Ensign B. O. Low, Acting Ensign

Hull, Acting Second Assistant Engineer Anderson, and Acting Third

Assistant Engineer Eobinson, and enough men to handle the vessel.

Made aU necessary preparations for the service. Soon after dark the

N "W R—VOL 11 16
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Tuscarora came in between the Ka/nsaa and the shore, showing a bright

white light. Got underway and warned her off. Kansaa at anchor on
the range, showing a white light for the guidance of the Louisiana. At
7:45 p. m. the Louisiana, in tow of the Sassacus, made her appearance
near the Kansas. Weather thick, wind N. E. by E., fireshening.

Lieutenant Commanding Lamson and Mr. Bradford went on board
from the Kansas and communicated with Captain Khind and Mr. Pres-

ton. Arrangements having been perfected, they returned on board this

vessel, which had returned from warning oft the Tuscarora, and we
immediately steamed up to the Louisiana and reported all ready.

Were directed by Captain Khiud to lie by the Louisiana until she was
ready. At 9:30 p. m. Captain Ehind reported all ready. About the
same time the Kansas, whose lights were to have guided us in running in

(probably thinking that we had reached the beach), burned a white and
green light and hauled down her white lights. At 9 : 50 made the
Mound light. Captain Lamson hailed tlie Louisiana, and it was agreed
with Captain Bhind that we should make the attempt to go in by the
bearing ofthe Mound light. This vessel started in accordingly, followed
closely by the Louisiana. At 10 p. m. the Mound light disappeared,
and being now without a range light of any kind and the night being
very thick, it was the unanimous opinion of Captain Bhind, Captain
Lamson, Mr. Bradford (Coast Survey), Captain Arey, and Mr. Bowen
(pilot) that it would be impossible under the circumstances to place the
vessel on the beach in the desired position. The attempt was therefore
abandoned for to night. Steamed out to the eastward until 12 mid-
night and anchored in 10 fathoms close to the Louisiana. At 11 : 40
p. m. communicated with the A. D. Vance, Lieutenant-Commander
Upshur, who gave us a dispatch for Captain Watmough directing him
(if possible to communicate with Captain Bhind in time) to delay the
attempt with the powder vessel, as the army were afraid they would
not be able to land with the wind in this direction and with so heavy
a surf on the beach.

Henry Arey,
Acting Master, Commanding U. 8. 8. Wilderness.

December 19.—At 1 a. m. Captain Bhind came on board and a modi-
fication of the plan of yesterday was agreed upon. About the same
time exchanged signal with the Unadilla. From 4 to 8 a. m. : Thick
fog; sounded the steam whistle occasionally. At 9 a. m. spoke the
Little Ada, and Captain Lamson directed the commanding oflBcer to go
in and find the Kansas, if possible, and inform Captain Watmough that
we would renew the attempt this evening as soon as the weather would
permit, and request him to have the Kansas on the range in good time.
At 1 p. m. the A. D. Vance came close and Captain Upshur came on
board and commanicated with Captain Bhind. Fog still continues.
Bequested Captain Upshur to try and find the Kansas and ask Captain
Watmough to communicate with us as soon as possible. At 2 p. m.
cleared up, and finding ourselves much too close to the beach we got
underway, with the Louisiana in tow, and stood S. E. to get out of sight
ofthe shore. At 2

: 30 the Nansemond came alongside and communicated.
Made the fleet coming in. At 2:20 the flagship bore B. S. E. J e!
At 3: 30 came to anchor. At 4: 30 tho Kansas came within hail and'
Lieutenant-Commander Watmough came on board and communicated
with Captain Bhind. He was famished with a copy of the sailing
directions for his guidance, and returned on board the Katisas. At 5 : 30
p. m. the Kamsas again came within hail, and Captain Watmough hailed
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US, saying that the admiral's orders were " not to go in to-night, as it
was too rough." Weather hazy ; wind S. W., fresh. A good deal of
sea. Omitted to state above that Captain Upshnr brought instructions
from Admiral Porter to Captain Bhind not to attempt to beach the
Louisiana and blow her up unless we considered it sufficiently smooth
for the army to land.

Henry Arey,
Acting Master, Commanding U. 8. S. Wilderness.

December 20.—At 3 : 30 p. m. Captain Lamson went on board the
Nansemond and communicated with Admiral Porter. Were by him
directed not to go iu to night, as it was too rough for the army to land.
From 4to 8 p.m. : Captain Ehind and Mr. Bradford, oftheCoast Survey,
and Mr. Bowen, the pilot, left this vessel and went to the Nansemond for
the purpose of making a reconnoissance. At 7 : 30 this vessel com-
menced dragging her anchor. Let go port anchor a^d veered to 30
fathoms. Wind and sea heavy. At 8 commenced dragging; again
veered to 45 fathoms on port chain, having already 75 fathoms veered
on the starboard one. Weather continued heavy, with heavy cross sea.
WindN. E.
Becemher 21.—From 12 to 4 a. m. : Weather cloudy, with light rain,

wind having commenced to moderate. The Louisiana appeared to have
made good weather. From 4 to 8 : Clear, with heavy gale from the
eastward. At 7 a. m. wind moderated a little and hauled to S. S. W.
At 8 commenced blowing very heavy again, starting our anchors.
Started engine ahead slowly, as we were too near the New Ironsides.
Louisiana labored very heavily in the sea. At 9 a. m. gale increasing
and sea rising fast. Kept the engine working. At 11:30 the Louisi-
ana cast off her hawser and steamed to the N. E. for a few minutes and
anchored. Flagship signaled to the Nansemond to keep company with
the Louisiana. Weather clear; still blowing a gale. Continued drag-
ging. At 2 p. m. let go a third anchor with hawser, and veered to 50
^thoms, Nansemond at this time lying about 400 yards astern of us,

with the Louisiana in tow. From 4 to 8 p. m. : Weather rainy, heavy
gale. From 6 to 8: Weather clear, wind W. S.W., increasing'. Prom
8 to 12 midnight: Weather clear, wind W., blowing heavily in puffs.

December 22.—From 12 to 4 a. m. : Weather clear and wind moderate.
From 4 to 8 a. m. : Weather clear, wind hauled to the N. W., heavy sea
running. From 8 to 12 meridian : Weather clear and cold ; wind N. W.,
and still blowing freshly. At 8: 30 found that we had lost port anchor
and 30 fathoms chain and the small anchor with its hawser. Ab 10
a. m. flagship made signal for the Nansemond, with Louisiana in tow,
to follow, and stood to the westward. At 2 p. m. got our anchor, hav-
ing been heaving on it since 11a. m.—short handed, and very slow
work. Steamed up to the Louisiana. Flagship made signal for this

ship to keep near the Nansemond and Louisiana. At 3 p. m. came to

anchor near them. From 4 to 8 p. m. : Weather clear and cold ; wind
fresh from the K.W. From 8 to 12 midnight : Weather clear and cold,

wind fresh.

December 23.—From 12 to 4 a. m. : Weather clear and cold, fresh

breeze from lif. N. W. From 4 to 8 a. m : Weather as before. From 8
to 12 noon: "Weather clear; wind moderate from westward; seagoing
down fast. At 10 : 30 received orders to stay near the Louisiana. At
12 m. took hawserfrom the Tacony. From 12 to 4 p. m.: Weather clear,

wind light. At 3:30 the Tacony cast us off and stood inshore with the
Louisiana, ordering us to follow. At 4 came to anchor, Fort Fisher
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bearingW. S. W. From 4 to 8 p. m : Weather as before. At 5 took the

Louisiana in tow. Captain Lamson, Mr. Bradford, and Pilot Bowen
came on board. Eeceived orders from Admiral Porter to go in to-

night and blow the Louisiana up. Shortly after dusk started in with

her. At 7 stopped near the Kansas; Captain Watmough came on

board. Stood off and on near the Kansas. From 8 to 12 midnight : At
10: 45 passed the Kansas and stood in W. by S., running slow. At
11:40 anchored and cast off the Louisiana, being then in 5| fathoms.

ioMmana passed inshore of us. At 12 midnight the boat containing

Captain Ehind, Mr. Preston, Mr. Boyden, Mr. Mullin, and their crew

came alongside. Cut hawser and started at full speed E.N. E. Threw
six rockets to warn the fleet.

Becember 24.—At 12: 55 a. m. stopped her and let off the steam to 6

pounds. At 1 : 40 a. m. the explosion took place. Being without an
anchor stood off and on till daylight. From 8 to meridian: Weather
clear, wind fresh. At 9 : 30 a. m. spoke the flagship and Captain Ehind,
Captain Lamson, Lieutenant Preston, Mr. Mullin, Mr. Boyden, and
their crew went on board. At 10: 30 ran down to thet Minnesota and
took a hawser from her stern.

Abstract log of the TT. S. S. Kansas.

December, 18, 1864.—Lieutenant-Commander P. G. Watmough in com-
mand. At 1 : 30 p. m. got underway and steamed inshore and up and
down the coast slowly. At 3 communicated with the Oettysburg. At
4:40 came to anchor with starboard anchor. Mound bearing 8. W. by
W. J W. From 6 to 8 as per column; wind N. E., force 2 to 3,

weather foggy, air 65°. Hoisted a bright light at mainmast head. Fleet
all around and signaling with lights at various intervals. At 7 : 30 p.
m. the steamer Sassacus spoke us, she having the powder vessel in tow.
At 8 p. m. communicated with the Sassa^ms and Louisiana. At 8 : 15
Mr. Bradford, surveyor, left the ship. At 8 : 25 the Wilderness commu-
nicated with us. At 8 : 42 the Wilderness and Louisiana stood in for
the bar. At 9 : 15 got underway and steamed offshore, steering E. N. E.
At 9:35 one of the fleet challenged with Coston's No. 8; we answered
with Coston's No. 9. The strange vessel burned Coston's 500. At 10
we burned 5107. At 11 slowed down in 11 fathoms water and headed
to southward. At 11:15 one of the fleet burned Coston's Ko. 8; we
answered with Coston's No. 9.

December 19.—^At 1 a. m. spoke the A. D. Vance, who ordered us to
our night station. At 1:20 saw two vessels bearing W. S. W., which
proved to be the Wilderness and Louisiana at anchor. Eemainder of
watch steaming slowly up and down the coast. From 4 to 8 a. m.

:

Steaming along the land. At 8 : 12 p. m. came to anchor. At 2 : 30 got
underway and steamed off N. E. by E. At 2 : 45 communicated with the
A. D. Vance and then steamed for the fleet; made all sail. At 3: 20 p.
m. took in all sail, slowed down, and communicated with the Wilderness.
At 4:30 flagship signaled 652, we answered and stood for the flagship,
sent a boat on board. At 4 : 40 spoke the Louisiana and informed them
that it was the admiral's order for them not to go in to-night. At 4 : 45
stood for night station. From 6 to 8 steaming along the land. Spoke
the tug Moccasin and ordered her to remain inshore. Wind, from 5 to
9 p. m., S. W., force 6.

December 20.—From 12 meridian to 4 p. m. : Several guns fired from
Fort Fisher and the batteries in the vicinity during the watch.
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December 22.—At 5:30 p. m, blockading fleet all steaming inshore.
December 23.—At 3:20 p, m. communicated with flagship Malvern.

At 7 p. m. the Louisiana and Wilderness came in from ontside and lay
to off our port quarter. At 10 : 30 a blockade runner passed inshore of
us at full speed steering for Fort Fisher. At 11 the Wilderness and
Louisiana passed, steering toward the bar. "We got underway and
steemed offshore, steering E. N. E.
December 24.—From 12 midnight to 4 a. m. : Steaming offshore, steer-

ing E. N. E. At 12: 15 a. m. several rockets thrown up, bearing W. S.
W., supposed to be from the Wilderness. At 1:52 powder vessel
exploded. At 2 turned ship around and stood W. S. W.

Abstract log of the IT. S. 8. Advance.

December 18, 1864.—Lieutenant-Commander J. H. Upshur, command-
ing. At 3 : 20 p, m. exchanged numbers with the fleet. At 3 : 20 p. m.
stopped engines and allowed ship to drift. At 6:40 started engine
and steamed in toward New Inlet. Exchanged signals with several of
the fleet. At 11 p. m. spoke the Wilderness. Stopped engine, burned
Coston signals, threw up rockets, and endeavored to find the Kansas,
but without success. At 11 : 55 spoke the Wilderness and delivered
communications from the admiral to Captain Lamson.
December 19.—At 12 : 10 a. m. steamed to the eastward and communi-

cated with several of the fleet. At 12: 45 p. m. communicated with the
Wilderness. At 2:30 p. m. exchanged signals with and communicated
with the Kansas and delivered dispatches to her. At 4 p. m. exchanged
signals with the flagship. At 4 : 25 communicated with the flagship.

At 5 :30 communicated with the Keystone State. At 7 : 10 came to near
the flagship.

December 24.—At 1 : 50 a. m. the explosion of the powder boat took
place.

Extiact from the ofBdal diaiy of Colonel Lamb, C, S. Army, commanding defenses of Federal
Point.

December 24, 1864.—A blockader got aground near fort; set fire to

herself and blew up.

First * attack on Fort Fisher, December 24-25, 1864.

General order Ho. 70, of Bear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, giving preliminary instmctions.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Hampton Boads, December 10, 1864.

The chart plan of the proposed attack on the batteries of the enemy
at New Inlet, mouth of Cape Fear Eiver, will explain itself, but the
order of taking position is as follows:

It is first proposed to endeavor to paralyze the garrison by an explo-

sion, all the vessels remaining 12 miles out from the bar, and the troops

* For reports of Army operations, see Official Reports of the Union and Confederate
Aimies in the War of the Rebellion, Series I, Volumes XLII, XLIV, and LI.
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in transports 12 miles down the coast, ready to steam tip and be pre-

pared to take the works by assault in case the latter are disabled.

At a given signal all the bar vessels will run offshore 12 miles, when
the vessel with powder will go in under the forts. When the explosion
takes place all the vessels will stand inshore in the order marked on
the plan.
The New Ironsides will steam alongshore, coming from the eastward

until the flagstaff on Fort Fisher bears S. W. by W. J W. and anchor
(chain ready to slip) with her broadside bearing on the largest of the
enemy's works and open fire without delay. The monitors will come
up astern, anchoring not more than one length apart, directly in line

along the shore, leaving space only for a gunboat to lie outside of them
and fire between them or over them. The New Ironsides and monitors
will lie in not less than 3J fathoms water, which will place them about
three-fourths of a mile from Fort Fisher and a little over a quarter of
a mile from the beach.
In the meantime the large ships will lie formed in line of battle to

the eastward of the ironclads and heading parallel with the land in a
S. J W. course, in 5 fathoms water.
When the signal is made to "take position" the Minnesota (the stem-

most vessel) will go ahead slowly, and anchor abont a mile from Fort
Fisher, opening fire the moment she passes the New Ironsides and
anchoring so that her stern gun will fire just clear of that vessel. The
Mohican will then anchor ahead of the Minnesota, Colorado ahead of
Mohican, Tuscarora ahead of Colorado, Waha^sh ahead of Tuscarora,
Susquehanna ahead of Wahash, BrooTclyn ahead of Susquehanna, Pow-
hatan ahead of BrooTclyn, Juniata ahead of Powhatan, with their cables
ready to slip and with not more than 15 fathoms of chain, the 15-fathom
shackle inside the hawse hole.

The Seneca, Shenandoah, Pawtuxet, Ticonderoga, Mackinaw, Maumee,
Yantic, and Kansas will take their positions between and outside the
different vessels, as marked on the plan, anchoring with their cables
ready to slip.

When the large ships and intermediate ones get fairly into position
the NyacTc, TJnadilla, Huron, and Pequot will take position between and
outside the monitors in the order marked on the plan, keeping up a
rapid fire while the monitors are loading.
The following vessels will next take their positions as marked on the

plan:
Commencing with the Fort Jackson—which vessel will anchor ahead

of the Jwrntate, leaving a space between of three lengths

—

Santiago de
Cuba, Tacony, Osceola, Chippewa, Sassacus, Maratanza, Rhode Island,
Monticello, Mount Vernon, Montgomery, R. R. Cuyler, Quaker City, and
Iosco will pass on slowly, commencing with the rear, until they form
the line marked on the plan.
The reserves of each division will form a line (as per plan) out of

gunshot, ready to act as occasion may require.
This is the main plan of the battle. Circumstances may require some

deviation from it, such as a partial attack (before going seriously to
work) to feel the enemy's strength, all of which will be regulated by
signal or by orders. Great care and coolness will be required to drop
the vessels in their right places, and a too early commencement of fire
on the part of those going into position may create confusion.
As we know but little about the caliber and number of rebel guns

the vessels must concentrate their fires on the heaviest batteries but
get the range before firing rapidly. For instance, the large vessels' and
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ironclads concentrate on Port Fisher, while the Yanderbilt, Fort Jack-
son, and the vessels in the line with the Fort Jackson will open on the
forts within their reach between Fort Fisher and the Mound.

All the reserve vessels will prepare to attack Zeek's Island battery
by taking a position where they can enfilade it, which is when the fort
bears N. W. Vessels drawing 14 feet can go within IJ miles with per-
fect safety and use their rifle guns with good effect. They can also
reach the forts on Federal Point and prevent their firing accurately on
the other portions of the fleet in closer range. All the movements of
the difterent lines will be made by sending orders in a tug, as signals
will not be seen in the smoke.
As it is desirable not to have superfluous directions, each commander

will be furnished with a iilan and the matter fully discussed and points
explained at a general meeting of commanders.

Vessels in distress, and finding it necessary to retire from battle, will

steer out S. E., excepting the headmost vessels, Josco, Quaker City,

a. It. Guyler, etc., which had better keep on S. W. J S. course until

they clear an 8-foot shoal (at low water) outside of them.
It is not desirable that the vessels of the squadron should show them-

selves to the enemy nntil the time comes for them to act, and they will

keep ofi:'shore about 25 miles, or far enough not to be seen, with Kew
Inlet bearing west in about the latitude of 33° 56' longitude 77° 20'.

That will be the rendezvous. Commanders of divisions will assemble
the vessels of their divisions, get them into line, and keep them so, each
division being far enough from the other to allow them to maneuver
without interfering. When the signal is made or given to form in line

of battle every vessel will take her station in line according to the
place on the chart, the first division forming first and the others
dropping in in order.

As only low steam will be required, those vessels that can move and
work handily with half their boilers will only use those on one side,

keeping the boilers on the side near the enemy full of water and with-

out steam, with water warm only, and ready to make steam in case of

necessity.

Slow, deliberate firing is desirable ; there will be smoke enough any-

how ; rapid and indiscriminate tiring will amount to little or nothing.

I hope no shot may be thrown away.
David D. Poetee,

Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Special order Ho. 2 of Sear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Havy, requiring great oare in pointing

guns dnring action.

Special Oedees, ) Noeth Atlantic Squadeon,
"So, 2. \

Flagship Malvern, December 19, 1864.

While in action an officer will be kept by the compass to see that

the vessel heads the course she anchored on, for, if she should swing

in the smoke, broadsides might be fired in the wrong direction.

This must be allowed for in firing, and when it is no longer possible

to see through the smoke the guns must be pointed by compass from

on deck.
David D. Poetee,

Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Special order Ho. 3 of Bear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, regarding the buoys placed near

Port Fisher.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, December 19, 1864.

There is a line of buoys placed in 5 fathoms to prevent the vessels

running into shoal water. No ship is to go inside of the buoys, but

when they go into battle they must anchor close to them. There is a

clump of buoys on Sheep Head Shoal, where there is 8 feet of water,

which the smaller vessels can go inside of.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Note.—Instead of 15 fathoms, all the vessels will have to anchor

with 25 fathoms of chain, and slip, if necessary, from the 30 fathoms

shackle.

General order No. 73 of Bear-Admiral Porter, V. 8. Navy, giving additional instmctions.

General Orders, ) North Atlantic Squadron,
No. 73. y Flagship Malvern, JDecetnber 20,1864.

In going to work on the rebel batteries neither line will advance
until the signal is made to the leading ship {Minnesota) to go into

action, when the vessels of that line will take the positions assigned
them on the plan.
The signal will then be made to the leading vessels of the other lines

as they may be wanted.
The Ironsides and monitors have been directed not to anchor until

signaled to do so, as it is proven by examination that there is better
water than is marked on the chart, and they can go into the fight with
more advantage by keeping underway.

I would impress upon all commanding officers of the large vessels not
to lie more than one length apart, or there will be no room for them to
get into action.

A short distance to the eastward of Fort Fisher is the Half-Moon
battery (so called) which may open on the ships while going in. If this
battery is not silenced by the Ironsides and monitors the three stern-
most vessels will open on it and silence it. The Half-Moon battery
has lately been erected and has one quite heavy gun mounted.
The 10-second shell or shrapnel will be the best kind of projectile to

use, and when the range is obtained a rapid fire should be kept up.
It is not desirable that the leading ships should fire on the above-

mentioned battery (unless it may be a few guns to cover themselves),
for fear of causing too much smoke and preventing them from seeing
their way in.

Dayid D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Special order No. 5 of Bear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, regarding disposition of dviUans and
wounded.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, December 22, 1864.

All vessels having civilians (or persons not wishing to go into tbe
fight) on board will make signal to Montgomery and put them there.
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After the action the hospital vessels will hoist a yellow or red flag

forward, and the wounded will be sent on board of them.
Datld D. Poexee,

Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Beport of Lieatenant-Commander West, IT. 8. Kavy, commanding naval station, Beaufort, K. C.

Beatjfoet, S". C, December 24, 1864.

Sir : Sincemylast communication nothing ofimportance has occurred.

The transports of General Butler have continued to arrive and depart.

The Empire City drawing too much water to enter, T have sent a coal

schooner out to her. The general left this morning at 8 a. m. in the

Ben De Ford, and I am requested to furnish pilots for the other vessels

at meridian, which will be done.
The concussion of a distant explosion was distinctly felt at the store-

house and carpenter shop on shore, between the hours of 1 and 2 this

a. m. A vivid light was seen at the time by the lookout on the Arietta,

bearing about west.
The U. S. S. NyacTc arrived yesterday at 12 : 40 p. m. with about 15

tons of coal, and the patent steering gear out of order. Goal vessels

were immediately placed alongside. She has been coaling and repair-

ing all night, and will leave this morning.
I enclose requisitions of Paymaster [S. S.] Wood for your signature,

as also a communication * addressed by myself to General Butler, and
his reply* thereto.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wm. C. West.

Lieutenant- Commander, Commanding Station.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

P, S.—The Vicksburg has just arrived, H a. m. There is no mail for

the squadron at the post-office.

W. 0. W.

[Telegram By signal from steamer Ben De Ford.}

Decehbeb 24,1864.

Are there any and how many of the enemy's armed vessels on the

inside? Were they visible to day? Have any shots been exchanged

between the fleet and the Half Moon or the Flag Pond battery?
B. F. BUTIiEB,

Major- General.

Admiral Porter.

[Telegram.—By army signaL]

Flagship Malvern, December 24, 1864.

There was one rebel vessel seen to-day, supposed to be an armed one.

She was entirely out of range and could not be brought into play even

if her guns were of any account.

*Not found.
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The Flag Pond battery has been dismantled and the guns taken
away. It was a small affair anyhow, and only used to drive off our
blockaders. There are no batteries along the shore, at least we saw
none to-day, and our vessels came close along the beach.

David D. Pobteb,
Rear-Admiral.

Major-General B. F, Butlbb.

Letter from Major-General Butler, TT. S. Army, to Bear-Admiral Porter, V. 8. Navy, regarding

the landing of troops.

HDQBS. DePT. of VlBGINIA AND NOBTH GAEOLINA,
Army of the James, in the Field, North Carolina,

December 24, 1864.

Admibai. : We will endeavor to effect a landing above Flag Hill Pond
battery, between that and Half Moon, at such an hour as shall be fixed
upou by consultation between yourself and General Weitzel, who will

have command of the troops and who will meet you at any hour you
choose to arrange details.

To do this it will probably be necessary that you should send such
vessels as will cover the landing, and what those shall be is of course
for your better judgment.
We design in the first place to send on shore a party for reconnois-

sance sufiBciently strong to hold the landing if we gain a foothold, and
then to land as rapidly as possible our whole force, and if from the
reconnoissance it is deemed practicable to attempt an assault on Fort
Fisher, the assault will be made.
We have boats enough of our own to land the first detachment. We

shall ask you for any spare boats you may have, with their crews to
pull them, to aid in the landing of the forces. A half dozen armed
with howitzers better be also sent. Will you allow those boats to
report to General Graham in the morning? We can take them in tow
from such point as may be designated.

It would seem to be best that the naval attack should be continued
with spirit and eifect upon the fort, and endeavor to silence it and keep
it silenced.

The messenger who bears this will take back an answer and notify
General Weitzel when you will desire to see him.

It is suggested that the landing take place about 8 o'clock, after the
navy have been engaged with the fort an hour or more.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Benjamin Butleb,

Major-General, Commanding.
Rear-Admiral Pobteb,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Letter from Major-General BuUer, V. S. Army, to Bear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, regardine a
reconnoissance of Fort Fisher.

^^

HdqBS. DePT. of VlBGINIA AND NoBTH CABOLINA,
December 25, 1864.

Admibal: Upon lauding the troops and making a thorough recon-
noissance of Fort Fisher, both General Weitzel and myself are fully of
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the opinion that the place could not be carried by assault, as it was
left substantially uninjured as a defensive work by the navy fire. We
found 17 guns protected by traverses, 2 only of which were dis-

mounted, bearing up the beach and covering a strip of land, the only
practicable route, not more than wide enough for 1,000 men in line of
battle. Having captured Flag Pond Hill battery, the garrison of
which, 65 men and 2 commissioned ofBcers, were taken off by the navy,
we also captured Half Moon battery, and 7 offlcers and 218 men of the
Third North Carolina Junior Eeserves, including its commander, from
whom I learned that a portion of Hoke's division, consisting of Elirk-

land's and Hagood's brigades, had been sent from the lines before
Eichmond on Tuesday last, arriving at Wilmington Friday night.

General Weitzel advanced his skirmish line within 50 yards of the
fort, while the garrison was kept in their bombproofs by the fire of the
navy, and so closely that 3 or 4 men of the picket line ventured upon
the parapet and through the sally port of the work, capturing a horse,

which they brought off, killing the orderly, who was the bearer of a
dispatch from chief of artillery of General Whiting to bring a light

battery within the fort, and also brought away from the parapet the

flag of the fort. This was done while the shells of the navy were fly-

ing about the heads of the daring meu who entered the work, and it

was evident as soon as the fire of the navy ceased, because of the dark-

ness, that the fort was fully manned again, and opened with grape and
canister upon our picket line.

Finding that nothing but the operations of a regular siege, which
did not come within my instructions, would reduce the fort, and in view
of the threatening aspect of the weather, wind arising from the south-

east, rendering it impossible to make farther landing through the surf,

I caused the troops with their prisoners to reembark, and see nothing

further that can be done by the land forces. I shall therefore sail for

Hampton Boads as soon as the transport fleet can be got in order.

My engineers and officers report Fort Fisher to me as substantially

uninjured as a defensive work.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Benj. F. Butler,
Major- Oeneral, Commanding.

Bear-Admiral Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Order of SearrAdmiral Porter, TI. 8. Navy, to Actmg Tolnnteer lieutennnt Fancon, 11. S. Havy,

regarding proviiioii for 'witnesses of the attack.

Flagship Maltekn,
At Sea, off New Inlet, December 35, 1864.

Sir : Yon will receive on board such civilians as come to you from

the fleet, and Major [T. L.] Casey, of the Army, and give them the best

accommodations you have, affording them an opportunity of witnessing

the flght.

You will not take your vessel under fire without express orders

from me.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant FAircoN,
Commanding Montgomery.
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Order of BeaivAdmiral Porter, V. 6. Kayy, to Commodore Badford, U. 8. Navy, commanding
T7. S. S. TSew Ironsides.

Off New Inlet, December 25, 1864.

OoMMODOEE : General Butler has concluded not to assault the works,

and as there is no further need of your vessels where they are now,

you will come out with your division and anchor them near this vessel.

I will be about 2 miles offshore. Steer out about west and you will

see my lights.

EespectfuJly, your obedient servant,
David D. Poetbb,

Bear-Admiral.
Commodore Wm. Eadfoed,

Commanding Sew Ironsides and Division of Ironclads.

Letter from Bear-Admiral Forter, IT. S. Navy, to Uajor-Oeneral Butler, U. 8. Army, regarding
general matters.

NoETH Atlantic Squadeon,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, off Ifew Inlet, December 26, 1864.

Geneeal : I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
this date, the substance of which was communicated to me by General
Weitzel last night.

I have ordered the largest vessels to proceed off Beaufort and fill up
with ammunition, to be ready for another attack in case it is decided
to proceed with this matter by making other arrangements.
We have not commenced firing rapidly yet, and could keep any rebels

inside from showing their heads until an assaulting column was within
20 yards of the works.

I wish some more of your gallant fellows had followed the ofiBcer who
took the flag from the parapet, and the brave fellow who brought the
horse out from the fort. I think they would have found it an easier
conquest than is supposed.

I do not, however, pretend to place my opinion in opposition to
General Weitzel, whom I know to be an accomplished soldier and
engineer, and whose opinion has great weight with me.

I will look out that the troops are all oft' in safety. We will have a
west wind presently, and a smooth beach about 3 o'clock, when suffi-

cient boats will be sent for them.
The prisoners now on board the Santiago de Cuba will be delivered to

the provost-marshal at Fortress Monroe, unless you wish to take them
on board one of the transports, which would be inconvenient just now.

I remain, general, respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Poetbe,

Bear-Admiral.
Major-General B. F. Btjtlee,

Commanding, etc.

General order No. 75 of Bear-Admiral Porter, TJ. 8. Navy, to commanding officers to reDort
regarding the effect of the fire upon Fort Fisher.

NoETH Atlantic Squadeon,
Flagship Malvern, December 30, 1864.

As a question may arise (owing to the army authorities having con-
cluded to reembarkj whether Fort Fisher was in a condition to resist
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an assault, I call upon the officers under my command to make me a
report of the part they took in the actions of the 24th and 25th instant,
and the damage apparently done to the works. General Butler assigns
as a reason for not operating against Fort Fisher that it was "unin-
jured as a defensive work," which is a reflection on the skill of our
gunners and the officers who commanded them.
As a matter of history .hereafter to be referred to, I wish not only to

have from each commander the effect of our firing, but their impressions
with regard to the defensibility of the fort (battered as it was) against a
combineid attack of army and uavy.

I myself am quite satisfied with the result of our share of the work,
and could I have foreseen what happened would have assaulted after

dark with the sailors, and carried it at that.

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Bear-Admiral Porter, IT. S. Navy, regarding the attack.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, off Wilmington, December 24, 1864.

SiB: 1 have the honor to inform you that I attacked the forts at the
mouth of Gape Fear Eiver this morning at 12 : 30, and after getting the
ships in position silenced them in about an hour and a half. There
being no troops here to take possession, I am merely firing at it now to
keep up practice. The forts are nearly demolished, and as soon as
troops come we can take possession. We have set them on fire, blown
some of them up, and all that is wanted now is the troops to land to go
into them.

I suppose General Butler will be here in the morning. We have had
very heavy gales here, which tugs, monitors, and all rode out at their

anchors.
The transports have gone into Beaufort, N, O.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G,

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, IT. S. ITavy, transmittiiig detailed report of the attack.

Flagship Malvern,
OffNew Inlet, North Carolina, December 26, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to forward with this a somewhat detailed

report of the two engagements with Fort Fisher and the surrounding

works.
We attacked with the whole fleet, on the 24th instant, and silenced

every gun in a very short time.

On the 25th instant we again took our position within a mile of the

fort (the iron vessels within 1,200 yards) without a shot being fired at

us. Shelled it all day, with now and then a shot from the rebels, and
stopped firing after sunset.

The army landed and reembarked, considering it impracticable to

assault the place.
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I shall remain here and keep shelling the enemy's works on every
occasion, whenever the weather will permit.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Poetee,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

NoETH Atlantic Sqttadeon,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, at Sea, offNew Inlet, December 26, 1864.

SiE : I was in hopes I should have been able to present to the nation

Fort Fisher and surrounding works as a Christmas oftering, but I am
sorry to say it has not been taken yet. I attacked it on the 24th instant

with the Ironsides, Ganonicus, Mahopac, Monadnock, Minnesota, Colo-

rado, Mohican, Tuscarora, Wabash, Susquehanna, Brooklyn, Poiohatan,

Juniata, Seneca, Shenandoah, Pawtuxet, Ticonderoga, Mackinaw, Maumee,
Yantie, Kansas, Iosco, Quaker City, MonticelU), Rhode Island, Sassacus,

Chippewa, Osceola, Tacony, Pontoosuc, Santiago de Cuba, Fort Jackson,
and Vanderbilt, having a reserve of small vessels consisting of the
Aries, Howquah, Wilderness, Cherokee, A. D. Vance, Anemone, Eolus,
Gettysburg, Alabama, Keystone State, Banshee, Emma, Lilian, Tristram
Shandy, Britannia, Governor Buckingham, and Nansemond,
Previous to making the attack, a torpedo on a large scale, with an

amount of powder on board supposed to be sufficient to explode the
powder magazines of the fort, was prepared with great care and placed
under the command of Commander A. C. Ehind, who had associated
witli him on this perilous service Lieutenant S. W. Preston, Second
Assistant Engineer A. T. B. MuUin, of the IT. S. S. Agawam, and Acting
Master's Mate Paul Boyden, and 7 men. So much had been said and
written about the terrible effects of gunpowder in an explosion that
happened lately in England that great results were expected from
this novel mode of making war. Everything that ingenuity could
devise was adopted to make the experiment a success.
The vessel was brought around from Norfolk with great care and

without accident, in tow of the U. S. S. Sassacus, Lieutenant-Com-
mander J. L. Davis, who directed his whole attention to the matter in
hand, and though he experienced some bad weather and lost one of
his rudders, he took her safely into Beaufort, where we filled her up
with powder and perfected all the machinery for blowing her up.
General Butler had arrived at the rendezvous before us, and [ hastened
matters all that I could, so that no unnecessary delay might be laid to
my charge.
On the 18th instant I sailed from Beaufort with all the monitors,

New Ironsides, and small vessels, including the Louisiana, designed as
a blockade runner, for the rendezvous, 20 nules east of New Inlet, North
Carolina, and found all the larger vessels and transports assembled
there, the wind blowing light from the N. E. On the 20th a heavy gale
set in from S. W., and not being able to make a port without scattering
all the vessels, I determined to ride it out, which I did, without any
accident of any kind, except the loss of a few anchors, the monitors
and all behaving beautifully.

Only two vessels went to sea to avoid the gale, and fared no better
than those at anchor. The transports being short of water, put into
Beaufort, N. C, and were not suitable for riding out at anchor such
heavy weather.
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After the southwester the wind chopped aroand to the westward
and gave us a beautiful spell of weather, which I could not afford to
lose, and the transports with the troops not making their appearance,
1 determined to take advantage of it and attack Port Fisher and its

outworks.
On the 23d I directed Oommander Ehind to proceed and explode the

vessel right under the walls of Fort Fisher, Mr. Bradford, of the Coast
Survey, having gone in at night and ascertained that we could place a
vessel of 7 feet draft right on the edge of the beach. Lieutenant B. H.
Lamson, commanding Gettysburg, volunteered to go in, in the Wilder-
ness, Acting Master Henry Arey in command, and tow the Louisiana
into position, having assisted in the gale in taking care of the Louisiana
after she and the Nansemond (the vessel having her in tow) had lost all

their anchors.
At 10:30 p. m. the powder vessel started in toward the bar, and was

towed by the Wilderness until the embrasures of Fort Fisher were
plainly in sight. The Wilderness then cast off and the Louisiana pro-

ceeded under steam until within 200 yards from the beach and about
400 from the fort.

Commander Bhind anchored her securely there, and coolly went to

work to make all his arrangements to blow her up. This he was enabled
to do owing to a blockade runner going in right ahead of him, the forts

making the blockade runner signals, which they also did to the
Louisiana.
The gallant party, after coolly making all their arrangements for the

explosion, left the vessel, the last thing they did being to set her on fire

under the cabin. Then taking to their boats, they made their escape
oft' to the Wilderness, lying close by. The Wilderness then put offshore

with good speed, to avoid any ill effects that might happen from the
explosion. At 1 : 45 of the morning of the 24th the explosion took place,

and the shock was nothing like so severe as was expected. It shook
the vessels some, and broke one or two glasses, but nothing more.

At daylight of the 24th the fleet got underway and stood in in line

of battle. At 11 :30 a. m. the signal was made to engage the forts, the

Ironsides leading, and the Monadnock, Ganonieus, and Mahopao follow-

ing. The Ironsides took her position in the most beautiful and seaman-
like manner, got her spring out, and opened deliberate fire on the fort,

which was firing at her with all its guns, which did not seem numerous
in the N. E. face, though we counted what appeared to be 17 guns ; but
4 or 5 of these were fired from that direction, and they were silenced

almost as soon as the Ironsides opened her terrific battery. The Min-
nesota then took her position in handsome style, and her guns after

getting the range were fired with rapidity, while the Mohican, Colorado,

and the large vessels marked on the plan got to their stations, all

firing to cover themselves while anchoring. By the time the last of the

large vessels anchored and got their batteries into play but one or two
guns of the enemy were fired, this feu Wenfer driving them all to their

bombproofs, the small gunboats

—

Kansas, Unadilla, Peqvot, Seneca,

Pontoosuc, Yantic, and Huron—taking a position to the northward and
eastward of the monitors and enfilading the works.

The Shenandoah, Ticonderoga, Mackinaw, Tacony, [and] Vanderbilt took

effective positions, as marked on the chart, and added their fire to that

already begun.
The Santiago de Cuba, Fort Jaelcson, Osceola, Chippewa, Sassaeus,

Rhode Island, Monticello, Quaker City, and Iosco dropped into position,

according to order, and the battle became general.
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In one hour and fifteen minutes after the first shot was fired not a

shot came from the fort; two magazines had been blown up by our

shells and the fort set on fire in several places, and such a torrent ot

missiles were falling into and bursting over it that it was impossible

for anything human to stand it. Finding that the batteries were

silenced completely, I directed the ships to keep up a moderate fire in

hopes of attracting the attention of the transports and bringing them

in. At sunset General Butler came in in his flagship with a few trans-

ports, the rest not having arrived from Beaufort.

Being too late to do anything more, I signaled the fleet to retire for

the night to a safe anchorage, which they did without being molested

by the enemy.
There were some mistakes made this day when the vessels went in to

take position. My plan of battle being based on accurate calculations,

and made from information to be relied on, was placed in the hands of

each commander, and it seemed impossible to go astray if it was strictly

followed. I required those vessels that had not followed it closely to

get underway and assume their proper position, which was done
promptly and without confusion. The vessels were placed somewhat
nearer to the works, and were able to throw in their shell, which were
before falling into the water.
One or two leading vessels having made the mistake of anchoring

too far off, caused those coming after them to commit a like error, but
when they all got into place and commenced work in earnest the

shower of shell (115 per minute) was irresistible.

So quickly were the enemy's guns silenced that not an officer or man
was injured! I regret, however, to have to report some severe casual-

ties by the bursting of 100-pounder Parrott cannon. One burst on
board the Ticonderoga, killing 6 of the crew and wounding 7 others;

another burst on board the Yantic, killing 1 officer and 2 men; another
on the Juniata, killing 2 officers and wounding and killing 10 others

;

another on the Mackinaw, killing 1 officer and wounding 5 others (men)

;

another on the Quaker City, wounding, I believe, 2 or 3; another on the
Susquehanna, killing and wounding 7, 1 think.*

The bursting of the guns (six in all) much disconcerted the crews of
the vessels where the accidents happened, and gave one and all a great
distrust of the Parrott lOO-pounders, and (as subsequent events proved)
they were unfit for service, and calculated to kill more of our men than
those of the enemy. Some of the vessels were struck once or twice.

The Mackinaw had her boiler perforated with a shell and 10 or 12 per-
sons were badly scalded.
The Osceola was struck with a shell near her magazine, and was at one

time in a sinking condition, but her efficient commander stopped up the
leak, while the Mackinaw fought out the battle, notwithstanding the
damage she received. The Yantic was the only vessel that left the line
to report damages. Commander John Guest, at the east end of the
line, showed his usual intelligence in selecting his position and directing
his fire. Twice his guns cut down the flagstaff on the Mound battery,
and he silenced the guns there in a very short time, the Keystone
State and Quaker City cooperating effectively. Lieutenant-Commander
J. L. Davis, with both rudders disabled, got his vessel (the Sassacus)
into close action and assisted materially in silencing the works, and the
Santiago de Cuba and Fort Jackson took such positions as they could
get (owing to other vessels not forming proper lines, and throwing
them out of place) and fought their guns well. The taking of a new

* Error, seep. 261.
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position wliile under fire by the Brooklyn aud GoloraiJo was a beautiful
sight, aud when they got into place both ships delivered a fire that
nothing could withstand.

The Brooklyn well sustained her proud name under her present com-
luander, Captain James Alden, and the Colorado gave evidence that
her commander, Commodore H. K. Thatcher, fully understood the duties
of his position. The Susquehanna was most effective in her lire, and
was fortunate enough to obtain the right position, though much
bothered by a vessel near her that had not found her right place.
The Mohican went into battle gallantly, and fired rapidly and with

effect, and when the Powhatan, Ticonderoga, and Shenandoah got into
their i)osition8 they did good service. The Powhatan fell handsomely
into line and did good service with the rest, aud the Vanderhilt took,

liosition near the Minnesota and threw in a splendid fire. The firing of
the monitors was excellent, and when their shells struck great damage
was done, and the little gunboats that covered them kept up a fire

sufficient to disconcert the enemy's aim.
The rebels tired no more after the vessels all opened on them, except-

ing a iew shots from the Mound and upper batteries, which the Iosco
and consorts soon silenced.

Our men were at work at the guns five hours, and glad to get a little

rest. They came out of action with rather a contempt for rebel bat-

teries and anxious to renew the battle in the morning. On the 25th
(Christmas) all the transports had arrived, and General Butler sent
General Weitzel to see me aud arrange the programme for the day.

It was decided that wo should attack the forts again while the army
landed and assaulted them, if possible, under our heavy fire.

I sent 17 gunboats under command of Captain O. S. Glisson to cover
the troops and assist with their boats in landing the soldiers. Finding
the smaller vessels kept too far from the beach, which was quite bold,

I sent in the Brooklyn to set them an example, which that vessel did,

relying, as every commander should, on the information I gave him in

relation to the soundings. To this number was added all the small
vessels that were covering the coast along, and finally I sent some
eight or nine vessels that were acting under (Jommander Guest in

endeavoring to find a way across the bar. This gave a hundred small

boats to land the troops with besides those the army were already
provided with—about twenty more. At 7 a. m. on the 25th I made
signal to get underway and form in line of battle, which was quickly

done, the order to attack was given, and the Ironsides took position in

her usual handsome style, the monitors following close after her. All

the vessels followed according to order, and took position without a
shot being fired at them, excepting a few shots fired at the four last

vessels that got into line. The firing this day was slow, only sufficient

to amuse the enemy while the army landed, which they were doing 5

miles to the eastward of the fleet.

1 suppose about 3,000 men had landed when I was notified they were
reembarking. I could see our soldiers near the forts reconnoitering

and sharpshooting, and was in hopes an assault was deemed practical.

General Weitzel in person was making observations about 600 yards

off, and the troops were in and around the works.

One gallant officer, whose name I do not know, went on the parapet

and brought away the rebel flag we had knocked down. A soldier

went into the works and led out a horse, killing the orderly mounted
on him and taking his dispatches from the body. Another soldier fired

his musket into the bombproofamong the rebels, and eight or ten others

N w K—VOL 11 17
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wlio had ventured near tbe forts were wounded by our shells. As the

ammunition gave out the vessels retired from action, and the ironclads

and Minnesota, Colorado, and Susquehanna were ordered to open
rapidly, which they did with such effect that it seemed to tear the
works to pieces. We drew ott' at sunset, leaving the ironclads to iire

through the night, expecting the troops would attack in the morning,
when we would commence again.

I received word from General Weitzel informing me that it was
impractical to assault, and herewith inclose a letter* from General
Butler assigning his reasons for withdrawing the troops. I also enclose

my answer.t
In the bombardment of the 25th the men were engaged firing slowly

for seven hours. The rebels kept a couple of guns on the upper bat-
teries firing on the vessels, hitting some of them several times without
doing much damage. The Wabash and Powhatan being within their
range, the object seemed mainly to disable them, but a rapid fire soon
closed them up. Everything was coolly and systematically done
throughout the day, and I witnessed some beautiful practice.
The army commenced landing about 2 o'clock. Captain Gllsson, in

the Santiago de Cuba, having shelled Flag Pond battery to insure a
safe landing, and they commenced to reembark about 5 o'clock, the
weather coming on thick and rainy. About a brigade was left on the
beach during the night, covered by the gunboats. As our troops
landed 65 rebel soldiers hoisted the white flag and delivered themselves
up and were taken prisoners by the seamen landing the troops and con-
veyed to the Santiago de Cuba. Two hundred and eighteen more gave
themselves up to the reconnoitering party, all being desirous to quit
the war.

I don't pretend to put my opinion in opposition to General Weitzel,
who Is a thorough soldier and an able engineer, and whose business it
is to know more of assaulting than I do, but I can't help thinking that
it was worth while to make the attempt after coming so far.

About 1:3 o'clock I sent in a detachment of double-enders, under
Commander John Guest, to &ee If 1 could effect an entrance through
the channel. The great number of wrecks in and about the bar has
changed the whole formation, and where the original channel was we
found a shallow bar.

I sent Lieutenant W. B. Gushing in to sound and buoy out a chan-
nel, if he could find one, with orders to Commander Guest to drag for
torpedoes and be ready to run in by the buoys when ordered.
The examination was not at all satisfactory. A very narrow and

crooked channel was partly made out and buoyed, but running so close
to the upper forts that boats could not work there.
Lieutenant Gushing went In in his boat as far as Zeek's Island, but his

researches would not justify my attempting the passage with six double-
enders, some of which had burst their rifled Parrott guns and iniuredmany of their men. •'

As it was getting late and the troops were making slow progress in
landing, 1 withdrew the vessels and boats that were searching for the
channel and sent them to help land the troops; otherwise we might
have succeeded in buoying It out, though it was a difficult thine for
the boats to work under the fire of the upper batteries
One boat belonging^to the Tacony was sunk by a shell, and a manhad his leg cut ott. Still they stuck to their work until ordered to

)therduty.

• See p. 250.
, See p. 252.
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In conclusion, allow me to draw your attention to the conduct of
Commander Ehind and Lieutenant Preston. They engaged in the most
perilous adventure that was perhaps ever undertaken, and though no
material results have taken place from the effects of the explosion that
we know of, still it was not their fault. As an incentive to others, I

beg leave to recommend them for promotion ; also that of Lieutenant
R. H. Lamson, who piloted them in and' brought them off. No one in
the squadron considered that their lives would be .saved, and Captain
Khind and Lieutenant Preston had made an arrangement to sacrifice

themselves in case the vessel was boarded, a thing likely to happen.
I enclose herewith report* of Commander Bhind, with the names of

the gallant fellows who volunteered for this desperate service. Allow
me to mention also the name of Mr. Bradford, of the Coast Survey,
who went in and sounded out the place where the Louisiana went in,

and has always patiently performed every duty he has been called on
to carry out.

My thanks are due to Lieutenant-Commander K. B. Breese, fleet

captain, for carrying about my orders to the fleet during the action and
for his general usefulness; to Lieutenant-Commander H. A. Adams,
for his promptness in supplying the fleet with ammunition; Lieutenant
M. W. Sanders, signal officer, whose whole time was occupied in making
signals, performed his duty well, and my aids. Lieutenant S. W. Terry
and Lieutenant S. W. Preston, afforded me valuable assistance.

1 have not yet received a list of the casualties, but believe they are
very few from the enemy's guns.
We had killed and wounded about 45 persons by the bursting of the

Parrott guns.
I beg leave to suggest that no more be introduced into the service.

There is only one kind of firing at close quarters that is effective, and
that is from the IX, X, and XI inch guns; they can not be equaled.

Until further orders I shall go on and hammer away at the forts,

hoping thatin time the people in them will get tired and hand them over
to us. It is a one-sided business altogether, and in the course of time
we must dismount their guns, if, as General Weitzel says, we can not
"injure it as a defensive work." The Government may also think it of

sufficient importance to undertake more serious operations against
these works. An army of a few thousand men investing it would soon
get into it with the aid of the navy. When smooth water permits I

will go to work looking for a channel over the bar, which has not yet
been found to my satisfaction.

I must not omit to pay a tribute to the officers and crews of the moni-
tors, riding out heavy gales on an open coast without murmuring or

complaining of the want of comfort, which must have been very serious.

They have shown a degree of fortitude and perseverance seldom wit-

nessed. Equally brave in battle, they take the closest work with
pleasure, and the effect of their shells is terrific. The following are the

names of the commanders, and I hope I shall ever keep them under my
command:
Commander E. G. Parrott, commanding Monadnock.
Commander E. B. Oolhoun, commanding Saugus.
Lieutenant-Commander G. E. Belknap, commanding Oanonicus.

Lieutenant Commander E. E. Potter, commanding Mahopac.
There are about 1,000 men left on shore by the army who have not

• See p. 260.
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been gotten off yet on account of the surf on the beach; these will be
gotten off in the morning and the soldiers will then be sent home.

I euclose general order for the attack.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Poetee,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

[Telegram.]

Fortress Monroe. Va.,
December 27, 1864—9:20 p. m.

The powder ship was exploded within 300 yards of Fort Fisher at

about 2 a. m. on the 24th instant. Later in the day Admiral Porter
attacked the fort and adjacent defenses, and renewed the bombardment
on Christmas day. On each occasion we drove the rebels from their

guns to the shelter of the bombproofs, so as to effectually silence their

tire.

In a very few minutes after the frigates and heavy sloops got into

position a detachment of troops landed on Sunday afternoon.
Skirmishers pushed up gallantly to the fort under cover of our fire.

Some of the more daring actually entered the works and brought off

the flag. Troops have reembarked. Bombardment by the fort con-
tinues. The Santiago de Cuba brings north Company A of the Forty-
second Xorth Carolina, captured in an earthwork to the northward of
Fort Fisher by boats from the fleet. Left Wilmingtoii yesterday. Will
reach Washington with Admiral Porter's dispatches to-morrow.

S. W. PUESTON,
.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of Navy.

Lieutenant, U, 8. Navy.

[Telegram.]

Fortress Monroe, Va., December 27, 1864.
( Received December 28, 1864.)

Just arrived here on the Santiago de Cuba from off Wilmington.
Attack on Fort Fisher commenced \2 noon, Saturday, 24th, continuing
till night. Resumed Sunday and kept up with great vigor throughout
the day. Fort much damaged, all barracks and storehouses burned,
garrison driven to bombproofs, scarcely venturing to reply. Small por-
tion troops landed Sunday afternoon. Skirmishers with great gal-
lantry pushed up to the fort and actually penetrated works, killed a
bearer of dispatches whilst entering the fort, and Lieutenant Waller
[WallingJ of One hundred and forty-second JSew York Regiment, cap-
tured rebel flag from the outer bastion. Troops also captured a whole
battalion rebel troops outside the works, but our troops were withdrawn
and ordered to reembark.
On Sunday three boats' crews sent by Captain Glisson captured

Eleventh [Flag] Pond Hill battery with 65 men, who are now on board
Santiago,
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The powder boat explosiou was successfully made; result not ascer-
tained, but thought to have done some damage.

A. Pulton.
If approved please let this go to Baltimore American.

F.
Hon. G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary Navy.

Beport of Bear-AdnuTal Porter, U. S. Navy, correoting statement regarding bursting of a gvm
on the V. S. S. Susquehanna.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Malvern, off New Inlet, December 28, 1864.

Sir : In my dispatch of the 26th instant I stated that a lOO-pounder
had burst on board the Susquehanna. This was a mistake, wliich I now
write to correct.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Bear-Admiral Porter, IT. S. Navy, deploring the course of the army in not taking
possession of the forts.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Malvern, off New Inlet, December 27, 1864.

Sir : My dispatch of yesterday will give you an account of our oper-
ations, but will scarcely give you an idea of my disappointment at the
conduct of the army authorities in not attempting to take possession
of the forts, which had been so completely silenced by our guns; they
weie 80 blown up, burst up, and torn up that the people inside had no
intention of fighting any longer. Had the army made a show of sur-

lounding it, it would have been ours, but nothing of the kind was done.
The men landed, reconnoitered, and hearing that the enemy were mass-
ing troops somewhere, the order was given to reembark.
They went away as soon as the majority of the troops were on the

transports, and it coming on to blow rather fresh, about 700 were left

on shore; they have been there ever since without food or water, hav-
ing landed with only twenty-four hours' rations. I opened communica-
tion with them this morning, and supplied them witli provisions.

To show that the rebels have no force here, these men have been on
shore two days without being molested. I am now getting them off,

ajid it has taken half the squadron (with the loss of many boats in the

surf) to assist.

I can't conceive what the army expected when they came here; it

certainly did not need 7,000 to garrison Fort Fisher; it only required

1,000 to garrison all these forts, which are entirely under the guns of

Fort Fisher; that taken, the river is open. Could I have found a
channel to be relied on in time, I would have put the small vessels in,

even if I had got a dozen of them sunk, but the channel we did find

was only wide enough for one vessel, turned at right angles, and we
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were not certain of the soundings. There never was a fort that inviteii

soldiers to walk in and take possession more plainly than Fort Fisher,

and an ofiBcer got on the parapet even, saw no one inside, and brought
away the flag we had cut down.
A soldier goes inside through the sally port, meets in the fort, coming

out of a bomb proof, an orderly on horseback; shoots the orderly,

searches his body, and brings away with him the horse and commuui
cation the orderly was bearing, to send up fieldpieces.

Another soldier goes in the fort and brings out a mule that was
stowed away; and another soldier, who went inside while our shells

were falling, shot his musket into a bombproof, where he saw some
rebels assembled together; he was not molested. Ten soldiers who
went around the fort were wounded by our shells. All the men wanted
was the order to go in, but because every gun was not dismounted by
our fire, it was thought that the fort was not injured as a defensive

work, and that it would be to lose men to attack it. It was considered
rash to attack the works with wooden ships, and even the officers who
have been on the bar for a long time (and witnessed the Imilding of
the works) thought that half of the ships would be destroyed, and it

was said that the only hope we could have of silencing the batteries

was in case the powder vessel did the damage expected. We silenced
the guns in one hour's time, knocked the fort all to pieces inside and
out, and had not one man killed (that I have heard of), except by the
bursting of our own guns, in the entire fleet.

We have shown the weakness of this work. It can be taken at any
moment; in one hour's time, if the right man is sent with the troops.

They should be sent here to stay, land with a month's provisions,
intrenching tools, guns, and Coehorn mortars. Ten thousand men will

hold the whole country. The rebels have been able to send here, all

told, about 4,000 men ; 75 of them that were sent to observe us gave
themselves up to the Navy. Two hundred and eighteen men, sent on
the same duty, gave themselves up to our reconuoitering party, and
this would have been the case all the way through.* *•••**
I know what they would do, and I shall send and ask him to let some
of his troops come and locate themselves in Fort Fisher. If I can't do
better, I will land the sailors and try if we can't have full credit for

what we do.

I trust, sir, you will not think of stopping at this, nor of relaxing
your endeavors to obtain the right kind of troops for the business, the
right number, and the proper means of taking the place, even if we fail

in our assault.
Every attack we make we will improve in firing, and if the weather

would permit I could level the works in a week's flring, strong as they
are, but there is only one day in six that a vessel can anchor so close.
We had a most beautiful time, and the weather for the attack was just
what we wanted.

If General Hancock, with 10,000 men, was sent down here, we could
walk right into the fort.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral,
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

* Matter omitted erased in the Original.

—

Compileks.
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Beport of Bear-Admiri I Foiter, IT. S. Navy, regaiding the effects of the explosion.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Malvern, off New Inlet, December 28, 1864.

Sir: I am enabled, from iuformation gained from prisoners, to tell

you wbat effect the explosion bad on the rebels in and about Fort Fisher.
It was entirely unexpected, and the troops were mostly asleep at the
time. It created a perfect panic, stunned and disabled the men, so
that they refused to fight, notwithstanding all the efforts of their offi-

cers; and the severe bombardment that followed so completely demor-
alized them that 20U men could have gone in and taken possession of
the works.
No injury was done to the forts that I can hear of, nor were any of

the wooden huts, about a half mile oft", thrown down ; but on looking
at the massive structures built of sandbags, it could scarcely be expected
to move them by such a process. That can only be done by continued
hammering with shot and shell.

As far as this squadron is concerned, the forts can be silenced at any
moment, and taken possession of by a well organized land force.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0.

Report of Bear-Admiial Porter, XJ, 8. Kavy, deploring the delayed occapation of Fort Fisher.

Confidential.) North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Beaufort, N. G., December 29, 1864.

Sir: Since my communication of the 27th it has been blowing and
raining incessantly, with a heavy sea running, precluding the possibility

of doing anything in the way of offensive operations, and my time and
that of half the squadron has been taken up in getting from shore the
troops General Butler left there.

Finding that the enemy was not repairing his works, and was dis-

mounting the guns in Fort Fisher, I came to the conclusion that he was
doing what I feared he would do, evacuate the present works and
build others up the river out of reach of our guns, and where he knows
no vessel of ours can get at him ; still, it will take him a month to do it,

and I thought by that time we could get troops to help carry on the
operations.

I thought it best under the circumstances to let the enemy think we
had abandoned the expedition entirely, and sent the fleet to a rendez-

vous off' Beaufort, one or two at a time, to look as if they were crippled.

I shall know in a day or two whether the move will have its effect.

Fort Fisher is ours at any moment when we can get a moderate and
proper kind of force to go into the works when we silence them; they

may get 100 guns more in position and it will make no difterence.

They are evidently impressed with their weakness, and will no doubt
try to remedy the defects in the works. At no time did I permit the

vessels to open on them with all their batteries, limiting some of them
to about two shots a minute, and permitting the large vessels to fight

only one division of guns at a time ; the army ofiBcers thought that was
the heaviest fire they had ever conceived of. And now, sir, I beg that
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you will allow me to work this thing out and leave nothing undone to

take the place. Could I depend on the sailors for landing I would ask

no army force, but a large portion of the crews are new in the service,

have little or no knowledge of the musket or drill, and I intend to make
no mistakes if I can avoid it. A repulse is always demoralizing, and
sailors can not stand the concentrated Are of regular troops. I have a

plan, though, by which I could attempt to throw sailors into the work.>f.

provided they are not evacuated and the guns transferred to a highei-

point on the river, for Fort Fisher can't be held half an hour against

the attack of the navy and land forces at the same time. When I

started on this expedition, you may remember, I said how the place

could be taken, viz, with the navy attacking it by water and 12,000

troops properly provided to work on the land. Well, sir, it conld have
been taken on Christmas with 500 men, without losing a soldier; there

were not 20 [sic] men in the forts, and those were poor, miserable,

panic-stricken people, cowering there with fear, while one or two des-

perate men in one of the upper casemates some distance above Fort
Fisher managed to fire one gun, that seldom hit anyone.

T feel ashamed that men calling themselves soldiers should have left

this place so ingloriously; it was, however, nothing more than I

expected when General JJutler mixed himself up in this expedition,
starting his trooj^s out from Hampton Eoads with only a few days' pro-
visions, and without water, trusting to the steamers to make it, which
they could not do. The transports were so frail that they should never
have left Hampton Eoads; the result was, when the time ariived for
action the troops were all in Beaufort. He had time then to get enough
of them to New Inlet; he and three transports arrived on the first day
while we were firing, when the beach was smooth, and having 2,000
men on the ground, all he had to do was to land and take possession
of the panic-stricken garrison. Almost every man in the work was
stunned by the explosion and unfit for duty; this we heard from the
prisoners.

It is scarcely worthwhile to be impatient under these disappointments;
the Navy will have to meet them throughout a war like this, where so
many incompetent men in the Army are placed in charge of important
trusts. General Butler only came here to reap the credit of this aftair,
supposing that the explosion would sweep the works oil from the face
of the earth. Had he supposed in the first instance that there would
have been diflQculties he would never have joined the expedition.
General Weitzel went on shore, determined what the rey)ort of the

defenses would be, for General Butler had made an opinion for him.
The Department, sir, has no cause to be dissatisfied with the share the
Navy has taken in this aft'air; the ships did. their work so beautifully
that you will hear of but one opinion expressed by lookers-on.

If this temporary failure succeeds in sending General Butler into
private life, it is not to be regretted, for it cost only a certain amount
of shells, which I would expend in a month's target practi(!e anyhow

I am going to send a vessel down to-day to General Sherman, and I
think he will come here in person; it is his shortest route to Charleston
to take Wilmington first. All I ask of you, sir, is not to withdraw !•

single ship. I have plenty, it is true, but each man now knows exactly
what he has to do, and they are in the mood to attack anything I am
sure that Sherman must have entered Savannah yesterday he will
want but 10,000 troops to hold it, and will be too glad to join me here-
then you will see how this prize was allowed to slip through our fineers
by a great overcaution, to call it by a mild name. Again sir I ask
please don't break up the present squadron of attack until 1 say that i
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can't get into Fort Fisher, and consequently get command of the river,

which is at this moment the most important thing to be done. The
blockade running once stopped, and the Confederacy can't live a day.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Pobtbe,
Eear-AdmiraL

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the N'avy, Washington, D. C.

SepoTt of SeaT-Admiial Porter, U. S, Navy, giving a list of vessels and theii commanding
officers that participated in the attack.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Malvern, Beaufort, N, G., December 31, 1864.

Sir: Iu my accounts of the actions of the 24th and 25th instant,

against Fort Fisher, I omitted mentioning the names of the commanders
of the different vessels, with the exception of one or two. This might
look like an invidious distinction, which was not intended by any means,
and thougli the name of each commander is well known to the public I

desire to correct the omission, that history may give credit to those
engage) i in these actions. The following are the names of all the vessels

engaged with the forts, and the names of their commanders. Having
so well performed their part in reducing these formidable works to a
condition where they could be easily taken possession of, they are enti-

tled to all the credit that they have so well earned

:

Vessel.

Minnesota...
Mohican
Colorado
Tuscarora ...

Wabash
Susqnehanua
Brooklyn
Powhatan ...

Juniata
Kansas

Tantic.

Maumee

.

Mackinaw
Ticooderoga .

.

Pawtuxet
Shenandoah ..

Seneca -

New Ironsides
Monadnock . .

.

Canonicus

Mahopac.

Commander.

Commodore Jos. Lanman.
Commander D. Ammen.
Commodore H. K. Thatcher.
Commander J. M. Frailey.
Capt. M. Smith.
Commodore S. W. Godon.
Commander James Alden.
Commodore J. F. Schenck.
Copt. W. K. Taylor.
Lieui. Commander P. G. Wat
mough.

Lieut. Commander T. C. Har
ris.

Lieut. Commander K. Chan.
dler.

Commander J. C. Beaumont.
Capt. C. Steedman.
Commander 3. fl. Spotts.
Capt.D. B. Kidgely.
Lient. Commander M. Sioard.
Commodore Wm. lUdford.
Commander E. G. Parrott.
Lieut. Commander George E.
Belknap.

Lieut. Commander E. E. Pot-
ter.

Saugus
i
Commander E. E. Colhoun.

Nyack I Lieut. Commander L. H. New.
I man.

Unadilla : Lient. CommanderF. M. Ram-
' say.

Huron Lient. Commander T. O. Self-

ridge.
Peqnot Lieut. Commander D. L.

Braine.
Pontoosuc Lieut. Commander Wm. G.

Temple.
Nerens i Commander J. C. Howell.

Vessel.

Vanderbilt
Fort Jackson . .

.

Santiago deCuha
Tacony

Osceola
Chippewa

Sassacus
Maratanza.

Bhode Island
Mount Vernon* .

,

Britannia

Quaker City
Iosco
Howquah

Wilderness
Cherokee
A. D.Vance

Moccasin
Gettysburg
Alabama

Keystone State .

.

Nansemdnd
Emma

Tristram Shandy

Governor Buck-
ingham.

LItteAda

Commander.

Capt. C. W. Pickering.
Capt. B. F. Sands.
Capt. O. S. Glisson.
Lieut. Commander W. T.
Truxtun.

Commander J. M. B. Clitz.
Lieut. Commander A. W.
Weaver.

Lieut. Commander J. L. Davis.
Lieut. Commander G. W.
Toung.

Commander S. D. Trenchard.
ActingVolunteerLieut. James
Trathen.

Acting Volunteer Lieut. S.
Uuse.

Commander W. F. Spicer.
Commander John Guest.
Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. W.
Balch.

Acting Master H. Aiey.
ActingMa3terW.E.Dennison.
Lient. Commander J. H.
Upshur.

Acting Ensign James Urown.
Lieut. 11. H. Laiuson.
ActingVolunteer Lieut. Frank
Smith.

Commander H. Rolando.
Acting Muster J . H. Porter.
Acting Volunteer Lieut. T. C.

Dunn.
Acting Ensign Benjamin
Wood.

Acting Volunteer Lient. J.

MacDiarmid.
Acting Master S. P. Crafts.

See abstract log U. S. S. Mount Tenum, p. 342.

I should have mentioned that the Saugus, Commander Colhoun, was

not in the first day's fight. She arrived from Hampton Roads the
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morning of the 25th, just in time to take her place with the other

monitors, and anchored within 800 yards of Fort Fisher; th.;ugh there

was no response of any consequence from the fort, she did good service

in knocking away traverses, etc., and only tired slowly until the aimy

should come up. At no time during this day's work did any vessel

open all her batteries; the order was to "fight only one division of

guns from each vessel." Some vessels only fired one shot or shell per

minute, holding on for the moment when it was expected the troops

would approach ahd enter, for that would have been the result. I can

not conceal my dissatisfaction, nor can the officers under my command,

at the turn things have taken. My first dispatch to the Departnaent will

show you how sanguine I was that the works would be ours betbre sun-

set if the troops came up. 1 supposed that the assaulting was a matter

of course, knowing that as soon as the troops landed and surrounded

the works in the rear the white flag would be hung out. But reports

of large armies coming up to the relief of the rebels changed all the

general's plans, if lie ever had any. To show how absurd such appre-

heuslons were, every rebel soldier seen gave himself up the moment
our troops were ashore, when they had nothing to fear from their own
people; this would have been the case all the way through had the

troops all landed.
General Butler mentions in his letter to me that he had captured

Flag Pond battery with 65 men, and Half Moon battery with 218 men
and 7 officers.

This is making capital out of very small material. Flag Pond bat-

tery was some loose sand thrown up, behind which the rebels used to

lie with fieldpieces and fire at our blockaders when they chased " run-

ners" inshore. It does not deserve the name of a work; 65or70rebels
in it came forward and delivered themselves up to the navy and were
taken on board the Santiago de Cuba. The men in Half Moon battery

(which is no work at all, and exactly like the other) came forward and
delivered themselves up to the army; they could easily have escaped
had they desired to do so. There were no guns in these temporary
works, and no protection in the rear. The country will scarcely be
cajoled, as it has been a hundred times duiing this war,by announcement
ofcaptures having no foundation whatever. I am not very particular, I

am well aware, how I express myself in these cases. I have always
said what I thought since the first day I took up arms to fight this

rebellion, and I intend to do so (impolitic though it may be) until the
war is over.

I intend to write my share of the history of this rebellion ana place
it on record where ftitnre historians can have access to it. 1 have
never omitted to give the army full credit when cooperating with it,

and I shall unhesitatingly say what I think when an expedition is trifled

with and treated as if it was a grand tournament for the amusement of

lookers-on. From beginning to end the military part of the expedition
has been a failure.

In the first place, the men were thrown into indifferent transports
(that could not even condense water) and with only ten days' rations:
a storm was just commencing which lasted five days, during which
time nothing could be done. Instead of rendezvousing at Beaufort,
N. C, they anchored with the fleet out at sea; they were driven away
the first gale, which the monitors and our smallest tugs rode out. It
was never intended by the commander of the troops that they should
do anything when they came down here except to enter the works we
had silenced; that we could have done ourselves without the aid of the
soldiers, had the fort surrendered.
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We all know very well that a fort on shore, unless attacked by troops
at the same time ships are bombarding, will always hold out against
the ships, that is, the enemy will leave the works (and let the ships
fire away) and enter again when the ships have gone. We know from
the history of this war that in no case have we failed to take a fortifi-

cation where the troops did their share of the work, and this is what
troops under the command of General Butler failed to do. The brave
fellows who showed the way into the works and brought off horses,

mules, and flags should have their names chronicled far and near. Hud
the same spirit been felt in other quarters, Christmas would have been
a happier day than usual with the nation. There was evidently a mis-
apprehension on the part of the military leader that we could not cover
and protect troops on shore.

This fleet demonstrated its ability to hold on at anchor in deep water,
and 20 miles from shore, through a heavy gale from the southward

—

all gales from this direction, however, never blowing home, or blowing
less as the shore is approached. The only gales to be dreaded here are
the northeasters, and then the vessels would lie along the shore with
their broadsides bearing on the beach. This fleet would drive off an
army of 300,000 men (intrenched or attacking) on such a level field as
that where our troops landed.
Seven hundred men were left on the beach by General Butler when

he departed for Fortress Monroe, and we had no difficulty in protecting
them from the rebel army, said to be in the background, which was a

very small army after all.

General Bragg must have been very agreeably disappointed when he
saw our troops going away without firing a shot, and to see an expedi-

tion costing millions of dollars given up, when the hoUowness of the

rebel shell was about to be exposed.
All through this war we have lost chances never to be recovered

owing to the timidity of commanders, and their hesitating to attack

what offers itself the most easy of conquest. The report of an army
coming up (which army never existed) changes the whole plan of a

campaign, when, in my opinion, it would be better to face the army of

the enemy and see what stuff they are made of.

Here was our fleet of 600 guns commanding a peninsula 2 miles wide
only, and able to cover for miles any number of troops we might land.

I call this a dead failure; there is no use in mincing matters, for though
the navy did all that was expected of it, or could do, we gained no
results. We will only have the satisfaction of knowing that the naval

part was well and handsomely done, and that we will do it again the

first opportunity.
It is now blowing heavy from the S. W., and the larger vessels are

riding it out nicely outside. This is the only wind we care for on this

coast; in all the other gales we can find a lee.

If you, sir, have no intention of making any change in the number
of vessels in this squadron, I would respectfully say, let us work this

matter through, at least defer any changes until I say that we have
given up taking the forts.

The rebels will no doubt claim a victory; a failure is half a victory;

they foreshadowed the failure in their papers, and stated what would be

the cause, which came true.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Portee,
Bear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.
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Beport of Bear-Admiral Porter, IT. S. Navy, making criticisms on the report of Uajor-

Oeneral Butler, IT. S. Army.

NoBTH Atlantic Squadron,
TJ. S. Flagship Malvern, Gape Fear River, January 22, 1805.

Sir: I have read the report of Major General Butler in relation to

the late expedition to Wilmington (in which he bore a part), and though
late results (the capture of Port Fisher) have completely refuted the
assertions of Generals Butler and Weitzel, I deem it due to the naval
part of the expedition that General Butler's report should receive some
notice at my hands.
To use the mildest terms I can, I pronounce the whole report a tissue

of misstatements from beginning to end, scarcely equaled by the mis-
statements made regarding the lieutenant-general.
The navy had been waiting for two months to start on this expedi-

tion, but for reasons known to the lieutenant general and myself, and
which were perfectly satisfactory to me, the proper time was waited lor;

we wanted a success, not a failure.

General Weitzel was selected, and General Butler's name was never
connected with the expedition, except to fit it out. When the expedi-
tion did prepare to start, it was going to the attack on the supposition
that the powder vessel (originally proposed by General Butler) would
blow the forts down, and the troops would have nothing to do but to
walk in.

I was not opposed, myself, to the experiment (for I think everything
worth trying) and gave all my time and attention to the enterprise and
fitting out the vessel. I was hard at work getting ready, filling her
with powder, and had placed her in the cari)enter's hands, the weather
looking very squally. Judge of my surprise when General Butler came
on board the flagship at Norfolk and told me he was embarking the
troops in transports and would be ready to start in two days. I told
him that was out of the question ; a heavy southwest gale was coming
on that would last three days at least, and we could not go to sea at
such a time, neither could his transports move. My advice was " not to
embark the men until the gale was over."
He did embark the troops, nevertheless; the gale blew heavy for four

days, and the troops must have been very uncomfortable. At the end
of that gale the fleet sailed. I told General Butler that my vessels
were all slow, the monitors would have to be towed, would have to go
into Beaufort to fill up with ammunition and coal, as I was afraid to
venture them at sea with too much in. I advised him to wait until we
had got thirty-six hours start of him, and also recommended him to
rendezvous at Beaufort, N. ('., where he would find a good harbor
Even up to this time he did not t«]l me that he, himself, was going
along, but led me to believe General Weitzel was to be in commandHe did not take my opinion about sailing; his transports sailed before
any of the fleet except the monitors, and instead of rendezvousing at
Beaufort, where I could hope to find him, he rendezvoused off Mason-
boro Inlet, showed his flagship, decked out with flags, to the enemv atFort Fisher, and had one of his transports fired on by guns near the
fort. In the meantime, I worked night and day at Beaufort to get themonitors ready and complete the arrangements for the powder boatand I sailed when ready.

""tii-,

There was no time when any troops could have landed without dan-ger up to tbe time the first attack took place. I was to be the ind^e
of that, not General Butler; for I had not that faiilfn his generfih^
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which would induce me to follow him blindly, though I determined to
do all I could for him and make the expedition a success if possible.

I soon saw, though, that General Butler depended on the powder boat
entirely, and I said we would have no assault, from the beginning.

I will now proceed to notice General Butler's report in detail and state
where it is incorrect.
He first says he gave the navy thirty-six hours start. That is untrue.

The transports started betoje the navy, or disappeared ; General Butler,
himself, left after 1 did. He speaks of the " finest possible weather" he
had at sea, but says nothing about the surf on the beach ; no boat could
land on the beach unless the wind has been blowing strong oft' the land,
and oil the days in question, by looking at the log book, you will find
the wind blowing S. W. and S. On the 15th the monitors had not
arrived at Beaufort, and on the 16th and 17th were coaling and filling

with ammunition and had to wait a smooth time to get over the bar,
the wiud blowing S. W. on the IGth, 17th, and 18th, and throwing in a
heavy surf on the beach. On last of these nights Mr, Bradford, of the
Coast Survey, came near being capsized in the breakers while making
a reconnoissance. It was General Butler's duty to have rendezvoused
at Beaufort and wait until the monitors and powder boat (on which he
so much depended) were ready; the movements of the light transports
should have been subordinate to the large and slow moving frigates
and ironclads, and he should have been where he could have arranged
with me all the details of the attack. But no; he kept out of my way,
and I think did it studiously. When I arrived on the ground of the
naval rendezvous with the monitors I found General Butler there.

I ordered the powder boat in on the night of the 18th (the smoothest
beach we had had), but at General Butler's request, communicated
through General Weitzel, in the presence of the fleet captain (Lieuten-
arit-Gommander K. E. Breese), I postponed the explosion until General
Butler should say he was ready. The correspondence on this subject
has all been sent to you, and you can judge for yourself how far General
Butler's statement is true.

General Butler states that "Admiral Porter was quite sanguine that
he had silenced the guns of Fort Fisher ; he was then urged, if that was
so, to run by the batteries into Cape Fear Eiver, and then troops coald
land and hold the beach without difficulty or without liability of being
shelled by the enemy's gunboat Tallahassee, seen on the river." That
is a deliberate misstatement. General Butler does not say who urged
me, but I never saw him or his staff after the landing on the beach, nor
did I ever have any conversation with him, or see him (except on the
deck of his vessel as I passed by in the flagship) from the time I left

Fortress Monroe until he left here after his failure.

He showed himself by that remark just as ignorant about hydrog-
raphy as the rebel General Whiting did when he built his fort where
he supposed large ships could not get near enough to attack it. Neither
myself nor anyone in the squadron had the faintest idea where the
channel was, or what depth of water there was in it. We knew there

was an outer and inside bar, between which was included the heaviest

fortifications in this country, on which bars the blockade runners con-

stantly grounded and had to wait for high water to get oft". After we
had no guns to annoy us, and I had the channel sounded out and care-

fully buoyed, nearly all the gunboats of light draft got badly aground
and remained there for a whole tide. We were forty-eight hours get-

ting gunboats of light batteries over the first bar, and they had to

anchor under the guns of the heaviest forts. They would have fared
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badly had the rebels manned them. Three days were consumed in get-

ting the gunboats over the rips, and one of them is stucic tLere still.

The rips were commanded by about twenty X-inch guns and 100-

pounders, and not a gunboat would have been left had they attempted
to run the batteries. It might have been sport to General Butler, but
it would have been death to the gunboats. I never had the slightest

intention of passing the batteries until the fort was taken. The Depart
ment saw my plan and the utter impossibility of doing so.

Iwould certainly not have been influenced byGeneral Butler's opinions
in nautical matters, or risked my vessels to amuse him.

All the next paragraph in General Butler's report, in relation to what
the admiral said, and what the admiral declined to do, is false from
beginning to end. I never had any conversation of the kind with any-
one; indeed, the whole report is a tissue of misrepresentations, includ-
ing the part that says the instructions he received did not contemplate
a siege, etc., when he knows he never received any instructions, and
joined the expedition without orders.

General Butler speaks of pushing up his men to within a few hun-
dred yards of Fort Fisher and capturing Half Moon battery and its men.
The general certainly must have had something in his eye and did

not see well. Half Moon battery is 4 miles from Fort Fisher, had one
gun in it, which was silenced after a few shots from the gunboats and
no one ever entered it. It was a small sand hill that 20 men could have
taken. Flag Pond battery was a larger work thrown up by the rebels,
in which was one 8-inch gun that had burst some time ago. The gun-
boats shelled it, and on the landing of the first boat load of troops the
seamen went up and found some boys and old men in it (North Carolina
JuJiior Eeserves), and carried them ofif to the Santiago de Ouba. The
prisoners were quite willing to go. The troops afterwards surprised
218 officers and men near Fort Fisher and captured them.

General Butler speaks of having run in the Gkamberlin to within a
few hundred yards of the fort; if he ran that close and was not fired
at he must have supposed the fort was silenced; but he never was
within one mile and a half of the fort, nor did he ever land, himself.
What General Butler says about the difficulties of assaulting, owing

to palisades, ditches, and other bugbears,has been refuted bythe success-
ful assault made by General Terry on the land side, and the unsuccessful
one made by the sailors on the sea face of the fort, when 30 gallant
officers and seamen reached the top of the parapet and planted the flag.
Soldiers who were accustomed to the work would have succeeded there
easier than where General Terry assaulted, as the ascent (where the
sailors went in) was easier.
The same troops that General Butler had did the work finally and

took the most difficult side of the works.
General Butler admits that the fire of the navy did keep the enemym his bombproofs, but he feared it would keep his (Butler's) men out

when they attempted to assault. General Terry was influenced by no
such fear

; on the contrary we fired 20 yards ahead of our troops while
they were fighting from bombproof to bombproof, and the general con-
stantly signaled, " Fire away; your shells are doing good execution and
our men are in no danger from them."
In the meantime (General Butler says) "The weather assumed athreatening aspect, and the surf came rolling in on the beach, and thelanding became difficult."

"cm^u, ana me
I assert that the landing on that day was smoother than when Gen-

eral Terry landed. I arranged with General Butler's chief of staff,
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General Weitzel, to land the troops early in the morning. T gave him
boats, vessels, everything, in fact, that he asked for, and at 3 o'clock

p. m. not more than 3,000 men were on shore, with one day's rations.
"With General Terry I commenced to land the men at 8.30 a. m., and at
2 p. m. 8,500 men were on the beach, with twelve days' provisions and
all the intrenching tools. The men were rolled over in the surf, wet
their cartridges, and filled up with more.
They went there to stay, and I knew we would have the fort before

many days, from the conduct of the men and ofQcers. There was no
necessity for General Butler reembarking his men on account of the
weather; it was rough on the beach, but our boats from the fleet com-
municated at times and when it was necessary. The gunboats laid
within (100 yards of the beach and covered the troops left on shore
when the general went away after hearing the news from some North
Carolina Beserves that Hoke's Brigade was advancing and that the
fort was strongly reinforced ; but what if it was, we came down here to

take it, and General Terry with the same men did take it; they were
determined to follow their brave general wherever he might think
proper to lead.

After General Butler left for Fortress Monroe it was rather rough,
too rough to land troops or bring them off; but it only lasted twenty-
four hours, and the troops came off without much difficulty; in fact,

there was no time when communication stopi)ed altogether.

Had General Butler commenced landing men (with the determination
to stay) at 8 o'clock in the morning they would all have been ashore

by sunset.
We landed General Terry's 8,500 men in five and one-half hours,

and had time to give the fort a good battering before dark.

General Butler says he gave orders to the transports to sail for

Fortress Monroe as soon as the troops were on board, in obedience to

the orders of the lieutenant-general.

General Grant never contemplated the withdrawal of the troops; he
sent them there to stay, and having once effected a landing he knew
that the most difficult part was done. The army was in possession of

that narrow neck of land, and covered by the guns of the fleet, the
capture of Fort Fisher was. a mere matter of time. (In a heavy gale

blowing yesterday and to-day the vessels outside did not desert their

posts.)

General Butler states that the garrison of Flag Pond battery belonged

to Kirfcland's Brigade. He is in error there; they were a part of the

Junior North Carolina Keserves.

He also states that he captured M heavy rifled guns, 2 light guns,

some caissons, etc. No such captures were ever made, and the captured

forts about which so much has been written were rough earthworks

thrown up for the purpose of firing at blockaders when they chased

close inshore; they made no resistance after a few shots were fired by
the gunboats.

I have nothing to say in relation to General Weitzel's report beyond
this—he has made mistakes in his statements. He admits that lie

requested me to wait a few days until we could cooperate more favora-

bly, on which T suppose General Bntler grounds his belief that the

navy detained him.
I did wait, and biive waited ever since, until the right man and a

good time offered to take the forts. They were taken, as I said they

could be, and that is the strongest argument in favor of the navy, on

whom it was foolishly attempted to fix this blunder.
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As it has turned out, the first failure had its advantages, and the

country will derive great comfort therefrom.
If General Butler had not descended to a subterfuge to cover his mis-

takes, I would willingly have allowed him to go into letirement with the

honors he has won, but no man shall reflect unjustly on me or tlie corps

to which I belong without his hearing from me in some way or other.

The enclosed papers* may, perhaps, throw some light on the Wil
mington matter. If they ))rove to be true, the accused merits a severer

punishment than the odium cast upon him by the public. If they are

not true, he should have the benefit of the fact.

I have sent you documents and extracts from log books to show that
what I say is correct, and the log books of the whole fleet can be
examined if necessary.
In conclusion, permit me to saythat I don't see what it matters whether

General Butler's troops landed one day or another; he decided the fort

could not be taken when he did land ; he could not expect the rebels to

leave a work like that with leas than 500 men in it, and he certainly could
have tried to assault that number. General Terry had 2,300 to contend
against, and he carried the works without a very serious loss, consider-
ing the importance of the position to the country.

I enclose you the report? of the rebel General Whiting, who states
plainly that "no reinforcements had arrived until Tuesday morning
(the 27th), when all our troops were embarked."

If the evidence already ])resented is doubted, the report of General
Whiting can not be; therefore the excuse for reembarking the troops
•because the forts had been reinforced by Hoke's Division is a poor one.

General Whiting says: "The garrison remained steadily awaiting
the renewal of the assault or bombardment until Tuesday morning (the
27th), when they were relieved by the supports of Major-General Hoke
and the embarkation of the enemy." This was two days after the
attack of the navy and the landing and reembarking of the troops.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Poetee,

Hear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

BepoTt of Bear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Havy, making criticisms on the military operations.

North Atlantic Squadeon,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Beaufort, N. C, January 9, 1865.

SiE
: I understand that there is now an attempt being made to create

an impression that I delayed much longer than was necessary and
could have attacked on the 18th as well as on the 24th. I don't see
what that has to do with the question under discussion. We went
down to silence the batteries; demoralize the men in the forts so that
the army could easily assault the works. It would be a matter of no
consequence whether this wiis done on the 18th or the 25th as Ion? aswe did our share of the work effectively, which I believe no'one denies
If the army, after landing on the 25tb, would not undertake the assault"

• These papers are omitted as unnecessary to publish. Thev have been nrint^^ i„Report ot^ the Secretary of the Navy for 1865, pp. 69-70, and In Report on Ihe^onduct of the War, volume 2, Fort Fisher Expedition, pp. 208, 209.
t bee p. oo5>
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they would not have doue so on the 18th. The delay, if any, gave them
1,000 men more, a large steamer and another transport under General
Ames having come in on that day.
When General Butler was about to start from Fortress Monroe (having

embarked his men in a storm when I told him he could not possibly
leave for three days) I requested him to wait a day after I sailed, asmy
vessels were slow, and 1 would have to fill up the powder vessel; but
finding that the monitors were going, he started off for the rendezvous
he had established himself, showed himself and some of his transports
to the enemy, was fired at by the forts, and revealed our whole design.
Now for the log book : On the 16th December wind was S., with a

swell rolling in on the beach, so that no boat could land; one hour only
during the day was there a N. W. breeze.
On the 17th, wind S. W., a heavy sea rolling in on the beach.
18th. Wind E. and K B., E. N. E., E. by N., blowing right on the

beach—no boat could land.
19th. Wind fresh, E. S. E. and S. W., with a swell setting on the

beach.
20th. For a little while wind W. N. W., but shifted to E. N. E., blow-

ing fresh; heavy breakers on beach.
2l8t. A gale coming on from the southward and eastward, which

ended by blowing heavy from southward and westward ; heavy breakers
on beach.

22d. The wind shifted to westward; all the transports are out of
sight—gone to make a harbor at Beaufort; at midnight wind off the
land, but heavy breakers on the beach and all over the bar, heavy swell
from seaward; steamed in under the land.

23d. Wind N. N. W. and beach comparatively smooth ; steamed in

and reconnoitered ; still too much sea for a boat to land without capsiz-

ing; met General Butler's dispatch boat at 5:30 p. m.; sent word to

General Butler that the time was so fair that I would blow up the boat
at midnight, and attack in the morning; we were 69 miles from Beau-
fort. The captain said his boat could make 11 miles per hour; this

would give him five hours to go to Beaufort, which would put him there
at 11 o'clock p. m. General Butler leaving with the transports at
o'clock in the morning could have reached the bar at 1 o'clock, allowing
him to make 9 miles an hour, which all his transports could do. We
did not attack until 12, and General Butler only came in with his own
vessel and two or threetransports at sunset. He saw the fort silenced

—

defeated, as far as the navy was concerned, and ito doubt could be left

on his mind about our ability to do the same the next day; it was the
preliminary attack to test the strength of the works.

The programme was made, the troops landed, and without the faintest

sign of an assault beyond what was done by one or two gallant soldiers,

the army commanders conclude that the work was " substantially unin-

jured as a defensive work." The letter of Lieutenant-Commander Tem-
ple and the testimony of deserters prove that the works would have
been ours had the troops been allowed to assault as they desired. What
matters it, then, whether we attacked on the 18th or 24th f The result

« ould have been the same.
General Butler left Fortress Monroe with his troops in transports that

could not lie at anchor in rough weather that was ridden out by our

monitors, tugs, and small side-wheel boats, the powder boat Louisiana

hanging to the stern of another vessel. General Butler having left the

ground with his vessels, where my lightest vessels held on, was not on
the ground to take advantage of the first day's good weather, though

N w n—VOL 11 18
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that had nothing to do with the matter, as he did not do anything when
the landing did take place; so what matters it when it was done?
General Butler, with all his soldier-like qualities, could scarcely be

considered as good a.judge of weather and the proper time of lauding

as myself, and as a sensible person would not venture to put his opinion

in opposition to mine, even backed by some old sailor on his flagship.

I do not ascribe to him, therefore, the excuse made for not taking Fort
Fisher when we had opened the gate for him. I attribute the report

that we had wasted time to some of the junior members of the staff who
are not as good seamen as the general. At all events, if we lost any
time in the beginning, we made up for it when we went to work; but,

allowing that we lost time, that the beach was as smooth as paper, it

don't account for not taking Fort Fisher, when the works were battered

and burned to that degree that there appeared no life within the walls.

The military part of the expedition was got up in a most unmilitary

manner ; the troops were placed in inferior transports, that could not
condense water and had a short allowance only on hand; the troops had
four days' cooked rations (which were eaten up while lying in the storm
at Hampton Eoads), and ten days' other rations ; there were no intrench-

ing tools of any kind; no siege guns; the whole proceeding indicated
that the general depended on the navy silencing the works and he walk-
ing in and taking possession. No allowance was made for contingen-
cies, for bad weather, or for delays after getting on shore; the powder
boat, when it exploded, was to have done the whole thing; the walls of
a strong sand fort were to have been blown down and the rebels all be
discomfited.

I thought a good deal would be done by the explosion, but still I laid
in a double allowance of shell and shot, and did not depend on a doubt-
ful experiment. Starting as that expedition did was not the way to
make war, and landing troops who were full of enthusiasm and then
embarking them again when they were eager to seize the trophy laid at
their feet was not the way to improve the morale of an army.
No matter what might have been the delay on my part (and there was

none), the general failed to take advantage of the opportunity I gave
him to take the fort when a large portion of the troops were landed and
stood within 150 feet of the works unmolested, some few of them going
on the parapet. No musketry or grapeshot were fired at him during
the day; a few muskets, about twenty, were fired after nightfall by the
alarmed rebels, and one or two guns, but the Ironsides opened her broad-
side and the firing ceased immediately. Ten of the pickets were left
by forgetfulness near the forts after nightfall, and they saw quite a num-
ber of men leave the works and embark in boats, which was the garrison
leaving to prevent capture. Until late in the day on the 26th the forts
laid at our mercy, and if the men had not been brought off the rebels
would have surrendered when they marched up and the navy opened
fire. A.11 the reasoning in the world will not make this affair appear in
a better light. I have no doubt that had the army been oblig<'d to
assault the works alone, without the fire of the navy, they would have
been well handled, but as matters stood we have every proof that the
fort was ours.

It is useless, then, to excuse a military blunder by trying to make out
that the navy was behind time.
The ships laid two months at Hampton Eoads waiting for the armv

to move, and we were satisfied with the reasons that General Grant gave
for not sending troops. There was no necessity after all that delav forrushmg into the matter unprepared and when the weather was unfa-
vorable; a more flimsy excuse could not be invented.
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In making these statements I do not do so for the purpose of making
any excuse whatever for the naval part of the expedition. I consider
that a settled thing in the estimation of the whole country, but I have
so often during this war seen attempts made to cast odium on the navy
that, in selfdefense, I put myself on record, wishing this used only if

found necessary to correct false statements.
I am quite sure the Lieutenant-Generalfeelsasldo; he says in a com-

munication to me: " Dear Admiral : Hold on where you are for a few
days and 1 will endeavor to be back again with an increased force, and
without the former commander."
The remark is not very suggestive of confidence in the late manage-

ment of affairs.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Poetee,
Bear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, J). 0.

BspoTt of Commodore BadfoTd, V. 8. Navy, commanding irondad division.

U. S. 8. New Ibonsides,
{Anchored at sea, Beaufort bearing N. N. W,,

distant about 5 miles), December 31, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your orders, I

took position under the guns of Fort Fisher, from 1,300 to 1,500 yards

distant, or as near as the depth of water would permit, the monitors

Ganonicus, Monadnock, and Mahopac foUowing the New Ironsides in. As
soon as I anchored 1 opened my starboard battery and continued a well-

directed fire for five hours. l^Jight coming on, I hauled oft" in obedience

to orders. On the morning of the 25th the ironclad division again led

in under the guns of Fort Fisher and took the position we occupied the

day previous. The Saugus having arrived the night previous, took her

station, and this division, in connection with the others, drove the men
from the guns in the fort, they only firing one or two guns, and those at

long intervals. All the monitors were handled and fought well. Lieu-

tenant-Commander Belknap took the inshore berth, and is reported to

have dismounted one or more guns in the fort.

Judging from the immense number of shells which struck the fort, it

must have been considerably injured. Several guns were reported to

have been dismounted ; two explosions took place and three fires. The

face of the fort was very much plowed up by the shells from the fleet.

If the fort was uninjured (as a defensive work), no artillery known to

modern warfare can do it. My impression is that any considerable num-

ber of troops could have stormed and taken the fort immediately after

the second day's bombardment with but little loss. All the officers and

men belonging to the New Ironsides served their guns and country well,

and I am greatly indebted to Lieutenant-Commander Phythian, the

executive officer, for his energy and ability in getting the crew and ship

in such good fighting order.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wm. Eadfoed,

Commodore, Commanding Ironclad Division.

Rear-Admiral David D. Poeter, ^ . ,, ,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Flagship Malvern.
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Beport of CommandeT Fairott, V. S. Navy, comnuuiding U. S. S. Honadnock, in response to

Oeneial Order Ko. 76.

U. S. lEONCLAD MdNADNOCK,
Beaufort, N. C, January 2, 1865.

Admiral : In obedience to your General Order No. 75, 1 have the

honor to make t he following report of the participation of this vessel

in the attacks on Fort Fisher on the 24th and 25th December:
We engaged at 1,100 or 1,200 yards' distance; the first day underway,

the second at anchor. The fire of the fort was very soon controlled by
that of our ships, and during both attacks was quite feeble, especially

so on the second day. I noticed long intervals of silence on the i)art of

the rebels. Most of their guns were abandoned, and the few fired from
time to time only loaded after rei)eated efforts. Their men were often

driven away as many as five times before completing the loading.

The projectiles from our vessels rained upon the fort, and did, I

think, whatever damage shot and shell are capable of doing to sand
fortifications.

There could have been, in my opinion, no troops in or near Fort Fisher
not protected by casemates, bombproofs, or other close shelter, which
were kept immediately available when a few men ventured out to load
a gun. I think tlieir number, compared with that of our land forces,

must necessarily huve been small, and that our fire would have pre-
vented them from showing themselves or manning their works before
our troops were up with theui, and consequently, with great deference
to the opinions of others, mine is that an assault would have been
successful.

The fleet had for some time slackened its fire, under the impression
that this state of readiness for an assault had been produced.
The officers and men of the Honadnock have, during these engage-

ments and the severe weather before and after them, done their duty
gallantly and well. Our fire was, I think, accurate and effective.

It is right that I should individually mention Lieutenant-Commander
J. N. Miller, who, besides his coolness and skill in managing the guns,
has been of great service in aiding me to get into efficient condition a
vessel necessarily very much hurried in her recent outfit ; also A ssistan t

Paymaster John 8. Woolson, who acted as signal officer and aid, and
by his zeal and coolness and reliable judgment was of great assistance
to me.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. G. Pareott,
Commander.

Kear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Report of Commander Colhonn, V. S. Wavy, commanding V. S. S. Sanens.

U. S. Ironclad Steamer Saugus,
Beaufort, N. 0., December 31, 1864.

Sir: On the 25th instant, at 11:45 a. m., T anchored the Sauqus in 3
fathoms water, within 800 yards of Fort Fisher, and opened fire. There
was so little wind that the smoke prevented our seeing the effect of
most of our shell. Still I had the satisfaction of seeing one gun dis
mounted by our fire, and also one by that of the Oanonicus. My atten-
tion was so much engaged with watching our own firing on the northern
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portion of the fort, and for the advance of the army, in order to fire

with rapidity just before the assault, that I did not observe closely the
eff'ect of the firing from the other vessels. From the great number of
shells which exploded in the fort, the damage must have been very
great. I saw that the enemy fired very little, and that only from three
guns in Fort Fisher. I believe the fort could have been taken by
assault with but little loss to the army.
At 5:40 p. ni. we ceased firing.

We expended 63 shells and 1 shrapnel; total, 64.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Edmd. E. Oolhoun,

Commander.
Rear-Admiral David D. Pobteb,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Beport of Lieatenant-Comnuuidei Bellmap, IT. 8. Kavy, commandiii{^ V. 8. 8, Canonions.

U. S. S. Canonicus,
Beaufort, N.. C, December 31, 1864.

SiE: I have the honor to submit the following report respecting the
part taken by this vessel in the actions of the 24th and 25th instant at
New Inlet, near Wilmington, N. 0.

:

At 11 :15 a. m., December 24, in obedience to general signal from the
flagship, I got underway, and taking position in line of battle immedi-
ately astern of the New Ironsides, steamed slowly in for Fort Fisher,
and at 12: 40 p. m. opened fire upon that work. Keeping underway, I

engaged the enemy during the afternoon at a distance varying from
!)00 to 1,200 yards.
The enemy paid little attention to the ironclads, directing their prin-

cipal fire at the wooden ships, and in course of an hour and a half, so
far as I could observe, were entirely silent.

At 5 :35 p. m. withdrew from action by signal from the New Ironsides,

and anchored near that ship in 8 fathoms water, having expended 85
XY inch shells and 1 shrapnel.
At 9 o'clock the following morning, general signal having been made

to get underway and prepare for battle, weighed anchor and steamed
in toward the rebel batteries as on the preceding day, and at 10:45
a. m. began to engage the enemy. In the course of three-qnarters of
an hour we had the satisfaction of dismounting two guns on the eastern
parapet of the fort, due to the excellent gunnery of the executive ofiBcer,

Lieutenant E. S. McOook.
Abiiut 12 o'clock (noon), the other monitor having closed up near our

position, came to anchor at a distance of 800 yards from the tort.

At 2:40 p. ni. our ammunition had become exhausted, when I reluc-

tantly withdrew to the rear, having fired 49 shells and 9 shrapnel.

Probably no work was ever subjected to so heavy a fire before, and
certainly the enemy could not and did not stand at their guns alter the
fleet had fairly become engaged. From the explosion and large fires

which occurred inside the rebel works, there could have been no place

of refuge for the garrison except in the bombproofs, and I am firmly of

the opinion that at any time after 3 o'clock p. m on each day of attack,

the fort might have been occupied and held by our land forces with
•^ery slight loss. Their failure to do so was doubtless more of a surprise

to the enemy than to the fleet.
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We received in all four hits ; one on the side armor and three on the

smokestack, neither of which did any material damage.
I am happy to report no casualties on board.
The guns and turret worked beautifully, and the officers and crew

displayed the greatestenthusiasm throughout bothengagements. While
all did their duty well, I can not forbear special mention of the executive

officer, Lieutenant E. S. McOook, who has been untiring in his efforts

to make the ship efficient in every respect; the accuracy and compara
tive rapidity of our fire attest the proficiency of the guns' crews under
his drill and training.

My thanks are also due to Chief Engineer D. B. Macomb, who has
taken great pains to keep the engines and turret machinery in perfect

condition.
Assistant Paymaster E. P. Lisle rendered good service as signal

officer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. E. Belknap,
Lieutenant-Commander, Gomma/nding.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Flagship Malvern.

Beport of Lieutenant-Commander Potter, TT. S. Navy, commanding XT. S. 8. Uahopac, regarding
action of the 24th of December.

U. S. S. Mahopac,
Off New Inlet, December 24, 1864.

SiE : I have to report that this vessel got underway in obedience to
your signal at 7:15 a. m., and proceeded to join the ironclad division.
Just after going ahead to our position in line of battle the steering gear
gave way, two castings in turret chamber breaking. I immediately
made signal, " Wheel disabled," and the Alabama was directed to take
us in tow. She did so. I got the wheel up in turret chamber and
endeavored to steer by it, but could not. Upon examination (by taking
off a plate, dangerous under the circumstances, in a seaway) found the
wire wheel rope had slipped off the arc. Got up the sea wheel and got
into position. As our helm was jammed hard astarboard the Alabama
could not do much witli us. She got the hawser under our starboard
anchor, and I was compelled to cut it. We took it again, and then it
parted. By that time I had the sea wheel iitted, and went ahead with
oar own steam. Anchored in obedience to General Order No. 70, and
opened flre at 1 : 30 p. m. Fired 41 shells—39 10 second and 2 7-second
fuzes; estimated distance of Port Fisher 1,850 yards. Eeceived one
shot over engine room, breaking one plate and starting another ; break-
ing deck through, and carrjdng away our starboard rudder chain. It
does seem as if our steering gear was fated to be disabled.

I commend to you John Giftord (quartermaster) and Frederick Miller
(coxswain) for steering a monitor into action outside of turret pilot
house. Our sea steering apparatus, which we used, is so fitted that we
can not steer and use the guns at the same time. I have also to report
that the compass which was suspended in the wardroom was broken
by the concussion of firing, and all the alcohol ran out.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Bdwaed E. Pottee,

Lieutenant-Commander, TJ. 8. Navy.
Bear-Admiral D. D. Poetee,

Oomm,anding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Beport of Lieatenant-Commander Potter, TT. S. ITavy, commanding U. S. S. Uahopac, regarding

,
action of December 26.

U. 8. S. Mahopao,
Beaufort, N. C, January 1, 1S65.

SlB: In obedience to General Order No. 75, I have to make the
following report:
On the 25th ultimo, at 9 a. m., 1 moved this vessel into line of battle

in obedience to signal from the New Ironsides, and anchored 1,100 yards
from Fort Fisher and 300 yards from the beach. Commenced action at
11 :20 a. m. I found after the tieet got to work but two guns firing at

us, one Whitworth, small size, and one Brooke, 120 pounder, as near as
I could judge. During the p. m. saw a line of skirmishers advancfe

toward the fort entirely unmolested. No other body of troops advanced
nearer to the fort than an earthwork that I judged to be full 1^ miles

from the main work.
I remained at anchor until dark. My impression of the action is,

that if the skirmishers had been properly supported and the assault

made. Fort Fisher would bave been captured.
1 would recommend to your notice Acting Assistant Paymaster Pool,

who took soundings and assisted me with signals, the only oflQcer except
myself outside of the protection of tlie vessel.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Edwd. E. Pottek,
Lieutenant- Commander, TJ. 8. Navy.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Abstract log of the V. S. S. Nyack, lientenant-Commander L. H. ITewman, commanding.

December 24, 1864.—At 12:15 p. m. crossed Beaufort Bar, discharged

pilot, and stood down shore to the westward.
December 25.—At 6:30 a. m. made the entrance off Wilmington Bar.

At 8 a. m. arrived abreast of the flagship Malvern, and captain went
on board. At 9:30 got underway and stood in for the batteries. At
10:30 ironclads opened fire on Fort Fisher and the shore batteries. At
11:20 went to quarters and took up position near the New Ironsides,

and opened fire on enemy's works. At 11:30 action became general,

with but occasional response from the enemy. From meridian to 4 p. m.

:

Still continued fire on the enemy's works. At 2 p. m. the flagship made
signal, and in obedience, continued to fire slowly with one gun. Enemy
firing with more rapidity, and shot and shell falling near the ship. At
3 : 15 fired more deliberately. At 3 :30 ceased firing. Ironclad Canonicus

withdrew from fire, passing near the ship. At this time the enemy were

tiring with more rapidity and accuracy. During the watch the troops

landed under cover of the fleet and advanced in line of battle toward

the enemy's works. At 4 : 15 a fire broke out in the enemy's main works.

At this time firing from the fleet became general and very rapid. At
5: 30, in obedience to admiral's orders, ran in and came to anchor near

the beach in 6 fathoms water. At 6:10 a boat from the Seneca came
alongside and reported that she had been on shore and that the army
skirmishers had advanced and occupied a portion of the enemy's works,

capturing 218 prisoners, who were on their way to reinforce the fort.

From 8 to 12, midnight: At anchor near the beach, covering the land

forces. OoDBtant and heavy firing during the watch.
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BepoTt of Lientenant-CommandeT Bamsay, TJ. S. Navy, commanding 0. S, S. TTnadilla.

U. 8. S. Unadilla,
Beaufort, N. C, December 39, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to signal on the
24:th and 2oth instant, this vessel, in company with the fleet, engaged
the enemy's batteries at New Inlet, North Carolina.

For casualties I respectfully refer you to the surgeon's report, for-

warded on the -'Tth instant.

The vessel was not injured.
Having expended all the ammunition on the 25th instant, in obedi-

ence to orders all the boats of this vessel were sent to assist in landing
the troops.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Frank M. Eamsay,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Eear-Admiral D, D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

BepoTt of Lieutenant-Commander Bamsay, U. S. Navy, commanding V. 8. S. TTnadilla, trans-

mitting surgeon's report.

U. S. S. Unadilla,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, December 27, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith the surgeon's report of
casualties on board this vessel in the engagements of the 24th and 25th
instant.

Acting Ensign Field was wounded by a piece of shell from the U. S. S.
Ticonderoga.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
Frank M, Ramsay,

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.
Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

[Enclosnro.]

U. S. S. Unadilla,
Off Fort Fisher, N. C, December 27, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to report that in the engagement of the 24th
in.stant Acting Ensign William Field was struck in the right lumbar
region by a piece of shell, which caused a slight contused wound

Respectfully, etc.,

Daniel 0. Burleigh,
Acting Assintant Surgeon, U. 8. Navy.

Lieutenant-Commander Francis M. Ramsay,
Commanding U. S. S. Unadilla.

Beport of lieutenant-Commander Bamsay, V. 8. Navy, commanding 0. 8 8 WnadiUa. in
response to General Order No, 76.

U. S, S. Unadilla,
Beaufort, N. 0., December 31, 1864.Sm

:
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of General Order
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In the engagements of the 24th and 25th instant, with Fort Fisher,
this vessel fired 12a Xl-inch shells, 6 Xl-inch shrapnel, 100 20-pounder
shells, 25 20-pounder shrapnel, and 4 20-pounder shot.
The firing from the vessels engaged v^as the most accurate that I

have ever seen, and was so heavy that on the L'5th the rebels did not
approach the "seventeen guns protected by traverses," spoken of by
General Butler.
The response from the fort was verj' feeble, and particularly so on

the 25th. The only gun I saw nred on tliat day on the northeastern
face of the fort, the side on whicli the ''seventeen guns" were, was a
casemate gun, which did not bear up the beach, and it was fired very
irregularly.

In my opinion, had the troops been landed early on the morning of
the 25th, and any attempt been made by them to take the fort, it would
have been ours before sunset. At 1 p. m. the condition of the fort was
such, as well as I could judge, that it was only necessary for troops to
march in and take possession.
After the ammunition of this vessel, for the heavy guns, had been

expended, all the boats were sent to assist in landing the troops.

At 5 p. m. the boats returned and the officers in charge of them
reported to me that they ha<l been told by a general to return, as he
did not wish to land more troops that evening. The last load of troops
taken on shore by the launch was ordered back to the transport.

1 would respectfully call your attention to that part of General But-
ler's communication to you in which he speaks of "having captured
Flag Pond Hill battery."
Flag Pond Hill battery was captured by a boat's crew from the gun-

boat next ahead of this vessel.

The troops were not near the battery at the time it surrendered, and
had nothing whatever to do with its capture.

This vessel was close to the battery and the whole afi'air was wit-

nessed by the officers and crew, who gave three cheers as the boat's

crew took possession, and raised the United States flag.

I beg leave to call your attention to the enclosed statements in

regard to it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Frank M, Kamsay,

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral D, D. Porter,
Commanding Iforth Atlantic Squadron.

[Enclosurea.]

U. S. S. TJnadilla,
Beaufort, N. C, December 31, 1864.

Sir: In obediencse to your order, I respectfully submit the following

report in regard to the capture of Flag Pond battery

:

Between the hours of 2 and 3 p. m., December 25, 1864, while the

troops were landing and forming a line of battle, I saw a white flag

flying on the battery, and at the same time a boat from one of our navy
steamers palling toward the beach. The boat landed abreast of the

battery; immediately an officer with a part of the boat's crew, with a
Union flag, advanced rapidly to the battery and planted the flag on
its ramparts, for which the officers and crew of this ship gave three

cheers. Shortly after I saw our men with some of the prisoners march-

ing from the batt«ry to the boat, embark, and pull to one of our navy
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Steamers. During the march to the boat and the embarkation the

army skirmishers came up to the battery.

Respectfully submitted. ^^^
Chas. Wiedenbein,

Acting Ensign.

Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Eamsay,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Unadilla.

IT. S. S. Unadilla,
Beaufort Harbor, N. C, December 31, 1864.

Sib: In obedience to your request, I submit the following statement

of the surrender and occupation of the small work known as Flag Pond

battery, on the beach, to the northward of Fort Fisher, on the afternoon

of the 25th instant:

Flag Pond battery was occupied, and the American flag placed on

it by a boat's crew from one of the naval vessels, and the garrison

marched out as prisoners before the skirmishers in advance of General

Butler's army reached it.

Very respectfully,
John Oullaton,

Acting Ensign, TJ. 8. Navy, U. 8. 8. Unadilla.

Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Kamsay,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Unadilla.

U. 8. S. Unadilla,
Beaufort, N. C, December 31, 1864.

SiE: In obedience to your request, I respectfully submit the follow-

ing statement in reference to the capture of the Flag Pond Hill battery,

so-called

:

Our ship having been withdrawn from the bombardment of Fort

Fisher, was, with several other gunboats, engaged in covering the land-

ing and advance of the troops on shore. While our howitzer division

were at their guns and throwing shells across the beach I observed a

movement in the battery referred to (which had hitherto shown no
signs of being occupied) and immediately after a flag was raised above
the battery, which was decided by our officers to be a white flag and a
signal of surrender. At that time a comparatively small number of our
troops had reached the shore, and the advance guard had not left the

vicinity of the landing. Some ten minutes after the raising of the flag

on the battery a boat left the gunboat next ahead of us and pulled for

the shore and, on arriving there, the officer in charge seized the boat's

ensign, ran up the beach, and waving the flag several times, planted it

upon the top of the battery. Our ship's company then gave three
cheers, immediately followed by three more. At that time none of the
troops were within 100 yards of the battery, although a small num-
ber had been moving in that direction while the boat was pulling to

the shore. As soon as the cheering was over the men who had
occupied the battery were seen coming from the same and toward the
boat. About this time the foremost of our troops came iip and the
assemblage became mixed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Benjamin F. Bee,
Acting First Assistcmt Engineer, U. 8. Navy.

F. M. Eamsay,
Lieutena/nt-Commander, Commanding.
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Beport of Lieutenant-Commander Braine, V. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Fequot.

U. S. S. Pequot,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, December 27, 1864.

Sib : I have the honor to report that on December 24, 1864, 1 assumed
the station assigned me with this vessel in line of battle with the iron-
clads of yoar fleet and stood in toward Port Fisher, mouth of Cape Fear
Itiver, North Oarolina.
At 1:10 p. m., when distant about 2,000 yards, I opened fire. After

firing deliberately at from 1,700 to 2,000 yards for four hours with 150-
pounder rifle, at 5:10 p. m., in obedience to signal, I retired with the
fleet.

On December 25, 1864, at 9 : 40 a. m., 1 again went in with the iron-
clads to the attack, and at 11 : 20 a. m., when at a distance of 1,700 yards,
opened fire and continued it for six hours at distances from 1,400 to
1,800 yards. When night came on 1 received orders to anchor near the
shore to protect our troops. I anchored in 4^ fathoms water, close to
the beach, distant about 1^ miles from Fort Fisher, and remained there.
On the morning of the 26th instant I shelled the woods to the north-

ward and near Fort Fisher to protect our troops.
This morning I was much surprised to learn the troops were embark-

ing and the expedition had been withdrawn, for I am satisfied had the
army cooperating done as much as the navy, or even attempted it. Fort
Fisher would now be in our possession.

I add a report of expenditure of ammunition.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. L. Braine,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

150-ponndeT rifle

:

16-poand charges 115
Peronasion shell 97
Time shell 14
Shrapnel 4

30-poaader rifle

:

3i-pound charges 117
Percussion shell 75
Shrapnel 30
Solid shot 12

32-ponndeT:
4^ponnd charges 184
5-8econd shell 8
lO-second shell 120
15-Becond shell 40
Solid shot 16

24-poander howitzer

:

Charges fixed amtnnnition 26
12-ponnder rifle howitzer:

1-poand charges 6
Percussion shell 6
Charges fixed ammunition 11

D. L. Braine,
Lieutenant- Commander.
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Additional report of Identenant-Commander Bralne, V. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Pequot,

in response to General Order No. 75.

U. S. 8. Peqtjot,

Beaufort, N. C, January J, 1865.

SiK : I have already reported, under date of December 27, 1864, the

part the U. S. S. Pequot took in the attack on Fort Fisher on the 24th

and 25th Dec-ember. I beg leave to add further: On the evening of

December 25 1 looked upon Fort Fisher as being very badly damaged

and shaken beyond the enemy's power to repair for many months. The

northerly face, upon which our fire, with the other gunboats and iron-

clads, was directed, was torn badly and a number of guns dismounted

and burst. I believe all the storehouses and quarters were burned.

The euemy returned our heavy fire very weakly and slowly. As
evidence of their having retired to secure places or being much disabled,

our skirmishers advanced up nearly to the works without, as I could

see, any sign of an attempt to resist them by musketry or otherwise.

The enemy were evidently held to their retreats and dismayed by the

intensity and accuracy of the naval firing, and a gallant dash of 2,01)0 of

our soldiers would have won a victory laid fairly at the feet of the army
by the naval fleet under your command.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. L. Bbaine,

Lieutenant- Commander.

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Beport of Lieutenant-Commander Watmongh, V. S. Navy, commanding V. 8. 8. Kansas.

U. S. Gunboat Kansas,
Beaufort, N. C, December 31, 1864.

Admiral: I have the honor to submit the following report of the
part this vessel took in the actions of the 24th and 25th instant against
Fort Fisher

:

Our position was along the beach to the northward of Fort Fisher,
and distant from the fort from 1,900 to 2,300 yards. This vessel was not
struck, nor any accident incurred other than the fracture of the 100-

pounder, careful and repeated impression.-* of tho vent showing this fact.

The fleet once in position, the fire from the fort was almosr, entirely
suppressed even with the most deliberate and limited fire from the fleet.

It was evident to all that the rapid firing from three or four of the
frigates, permitted for a few minutes on the afternoon of second day,
did make it impossible for the garrison to ofter the least resistance to
the approach of an assaulting column. I witnessed the advance of the
skirmishers' line of the land forces in the afternoon of the second day,
and estimated that they were within 500 yards of the fort, and unmo-
lested at that point. I have no doubt but that the army could have
gained a footing on the parapet at that time Two or three explosions
occurred inside of Fort Fisher and heavy fires, probably the quarters.
I think three or four guns were dismounted on the northern parapet!
and from the fire of the ironclads am certain a number must have been
disabled.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Pend. G. Watmough,

Lieutenant-Commander.
Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Beport of lieatenant-CommandeT Watmoogh, TJ. S. Wavy, commanding TJ. S. S. KansaT, of
ammonition expended.

U, 8. Gunboat Kansas,
Beaufort, N. C, December 31, 1864.

SiB: I submit the following report of ammaiiition expended on the
24th and 25th instant in the attack on Fort Fisher:

lOO-pouiider rifle:

Percussion shell 70
ShrapDel shell 1

'.'.'.'.'.'.

51
5-secoDd shell 21
lO-second shell 13
Solid shot '....'.'.... 1

20-ponnder

:

Percussion shell 35
Solid shot 11!!. 45

30-ponndeT:
Percussion shell 32
Shrapnel shell , [ I5
5-seoond shell '..'.'.'.. 16
lO-second shell 8
15-seconrt shell 10
20-8econd shell 7
Solid shot 15

IX-inch Dahlgren

:

lO-second shell 68
15-8econd shell 32
Empty shell 33

12-pounder howitzer

:

Percussion shell 85
Solid shot 20

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

P. G. Watmough,
Lieutenant- Commander.

Lieuteiiant-Cominauder Henet A. Adams,
Ordnance Officer, North Atlantic Squadron.

Beport of Identenant-Commander Temple, TT. S. ITavy, commanding U. 8. 8. Fontooino.

U. 8. 8. PONTOOSUO,
Off New Inlet, December 28, 1864.

SiE: I have to submit the following report of the operations of this
vessel in the attack upon the rebel works at the mouth of Cape Fear
Eiver, from December 24 to 27, inclusive.

At 11 a. m. of the 24th, after some previous maneuvering, we got
under way in company with the fleet and stood in (with everything
ready for action) in the wake of the four ironclads, until Fort Fisher
bore S.W. by S., when we opened fire at 1 : 06 p. m. with the 300-pounder
Parrott rifles, at long range, and gradually closed in toward the posi-

tion occupied by the sternmost monitor, from whence the IX-inch guns
became effective, at a range of about 1,500 yards. At 1 : 10 the enemy
fired their first gun, the Ironsides having commenced the action at
12: 50, which soon became general along the whole line, as the various
ships came into position. After having carefully ascertained our range,

the guns of this vessel were kept constantly and rapidly i)laying upon
the enemy's works until the fleet hauled ofi', at about 5 : 30 p. m. Our
firing, so far as it could be distinguished from that of other vessels,

seemed to be accurate and effective; particular embrasures being
selected for targets, and shells being seen to strike and explode at the
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points indicated. "We fired during the action 120 shells from the

IX-inch guns and 92 from the 100-pounder rifles. At 2 : 35 this vessel

was struck just abaft the starboard paddle box by an elongated (prob-

ably percussion) shell from a ej-inch rifled gun, which projectile passed

through the side of the ship, wounding a hanging knee and barely

clearing the main condenser bf the engine; through the iron bulkhead

of the engine room and the starboard steerage and mess lockers;

through the berth deck, cutting a beam entirely in two, and into the

paymaster's store room, where it exploded, close to the bulkhead of the

shell room, on striking the skin of the ship, and set the vessel on fire.

The fire was soon extinguished, however: not much damage was done,

and nobody was hurt. Several other shot struck near enough to splash

the water on deck, and others passed over us; but none other hit the

vessel. The lower plates of both elevating screws (new pattern) to the

100-pounders were torn loose from the rear transom by the breaking of

their bolts in the first four discharges, but they were lashed securely

in place, and performed very well during the rest of the action. The
gig, launch, and both cutters were badly shattered by the concussion

of the IX-inch guns, fired beneath them, although they were 6 feet

above the muzzles. Many of the 100-pounder projectiles "wabbled"
and some of them "tumbled;" but a more liberal use of "slush" upon
them seemed to correct this in a great measure.
We were employed during all that night and until 10 a. m. the next

day in filling and fuzing additional shells, having nearly expended aU
that had been prepared.
At 9:30 a. m. of the 25th we got underway with the fleet and pro-

ceeded, in company with the Iosco and several other gunboats, off the
bar, where we opened a deliberate fire at 12 : 55 from the 100-pounder
rifles at long range, and continued the practice until 2:30 p. m., when
we were ordered to haul oil' and send the boats in to remove torpedoes
from the channel. We expended 46 rifle shells during this day's
engagement, many of which were plainly distinguished to fall within
the enemy's works ; and meantime the batteries on shore made some good
practice at us, dropping their shot quite near, but not hitting the ves-
sel. The boats returned at 4 p. m., and the gunboats steamed up the
coast to where the troops liad, in the meanwhile, been disembarked
and anchored for the night. At 9 p. m. we were ordered to send all
boats to the beach to assist in reembarking the troops; but on starting
they were found to leak so badly as to be unserviceable, and returned.
We were employed all the next day, the 26th, in repairing the boats,

and just after sunset were sent in to within about 600 yards of the
beach (on the right of our troops, who, owing to the surf, had not
succeeded in getting on board their vessels) for the purpose of supply-
ing them with provisions, protecting them from the enemy, and boating
them off to their transports. On anchoring,we received two messages
from the army authorities, stating that the enemy were massing large
forces on the right and front of our troops, and that a momentary
attacsk was expected. As we had taken up our position after dark,
and had therefore been unable to get the bearing and distance of our
own troops, we remained at the gnns all night without firing, waiting
for the attack to commence, that we might know where to aim- but no
attack was made and no sign of an enemy seen from this vessel.
At daylight of the 27th our three boats were dispatched to the beach

with provisions, and with the means prepared for sending them through
the surf to the troops on shore, but the provisions were declined and
returned, and the boats remained until noon, taking the troops off to
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their vessels. At 1 p. m., when the last man had been reembarked
and the last transport was underway and standing out, we also got
underway and anchored with the fleet in the oflSng, without having
seen a single rebel soldier, although another message had been received
at 10:30 a. m. that the enemy was "massing" for an attack.
The ofiQcers and men of this vessel behaved admirably throughout

the whole four days, and performed their duties at the guns and else-
where with most commendable coolness and precision, more particularly
in view of the short time (only ten days) that they had been on board
and under drill, but where all behaved so well it would be invidious
to particularize any one.

Respectfully,

Wm. G. Temple,
Lieutenant-Commander

.

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Bsport of Bear-Admiial Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting memorandnm of informatloii obtained
from a deserter.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Beaufort, N. C, January 7, 18ti5.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose you a letter received from Lieuten-
ant-Commander Temple, containing interesting matter relating to Fort
Fisher. It is important as a matter of history, and tells the whole
story.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davxd D. Porter,

B,ear-Admiral.
Hon. GriDEON Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, J). G.

[Enolosnre.]

U. S. 8. PONTOOSUO,
Off New Inlet, January 2, 1865.

Sir : It may be of assistance to you to receive (together with the
six rebel deserters mentioned in my letter of this date) the following
memorandum of information elicited from one of their number—Cor-
poral Thomas Lawley, of marines.
He says he was stationed, both during and since the bombardment,

in naval battery Buchanan, commanded by Lieutenant Chapman and
situated near the Mound ; that there were between 500 and 600 men in

the forts on the two days of the attack, and no troops in Wilmington
or its vicinity to reinforce them; that the fire from the fleet was so
fierce as to drive the rebels from their guns and into the bombproofs,
throughout the greater portion of their works, soon after the com-
mencement of the action; that two of their Brooke guns burst, killing

and wounding some 25 men; that we dismounted 8 of their guns,
besides wounding several other of their carriages, killing 13 men and
wounding about 30; that General Whiting supposed the boats which
were sent in to the bar on the 25th to be a storming party, of

seamen, to which he would have been obliged to surrender; that the
subsequent rapid bombardment, at sunset of the same day, was so ter-

rific that when our troops appeared in front of the fort immediately
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afterwards, the garrison only awaited their assault to surrender with-

out resistance; that they could not imagine why the attack had been
abandoned; that matters remained in the same condition on the morn-
ing of the 26th and throughout that day ; that we could easily have
possessed ourselves of the forts until late iu the afternoon, when
General Bragg arrived at Wilmington with G,(J()0 men from Lee's army
at Richmond; that, finding our troops reembarking, Bragg decided not

to molest us, and sent the 6,000 men on to Charleston to reinforce Gen-
eral Hardee; that General Whiting retains only his original garrison,

with whom he is busily engaged in repairing damages and getting down
four other guns (being all that he can get hold of) from Wilmington, to

replace those that were disabled; that the works are stronger against

an assault on the land side than on the sea front; that there are no
obstructions in the channel other than some dozen or fifteen torpedoes,

a portion of which were put down a week ago. He further states that
William F. Lynch is acting as admiral of the station and lives at

Smithville; that Robert f. Pinkney is acting as commodore of the sta-

tion afloat, having only a small tug, without any considerable arma-
ment, under his command; that the ironclad ram, formerly in the river,

got aground and burst open and was dismantled of her engines and
her armor, and that the Tallahassee put to sea on the night of the 22d
or 23d of December, with from 600 to 800 bales of cotton on board, by
way of the Western Bar with a view to bringing back a cargo of hard
coal sufBcient to enable not only herself but the Chickamauga also to
put to sea on another privateering expedition. He assigns as a reason
for his desertion a long-continued and growing discontent with his offi

cers, his treatment and fare, and the cause for which he has been
fighting.

Respectfully,

Wm. G. Temple,
Lieutenant- Commander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Lientenant-Commander Selftidge, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Hnron.

U. S. S. Huron,
Off Fort Fisher, December 28, \ 1864].

Sir: I have the honor to report that at 6:30 a. m. December 24, in
obedience to signal, formed line of battle with the ironclads and stood
in for Fort Fisher.
At 3 p. m. opened fire from the Xl-inch and 30-pounder Parrott, and

continued till sundown, when all my luzes suitable for the range being
expended, I hauled out.
At 9 a. m. Sunday, December 25, took position in line and stood in

for Fort Fisher. Took position close to the monitors and opened fire
at 1,400 yards distance. Directed fire principally at northeast bastion
of the fort. Hauled off at 2 p. in., having expended all our ammunition
From my proximity to the fort I could see that it was much damaged

by our fire; several of the guns dismounted.
I have no casualties to report.

- Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. O. Selpridge,

T, A J • , rx .^ ^ Lieutenant- Commander.
Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Abstract log of the V. S. S. Hnion.

December 23, 1854.—Lieutenant-Commauder Thomas O. Selfridge in
command. At 1:30 p. m. the flagship signaled the ifwroM. At 4:55
got underway and took position close to the Ironsides.
December 24.—At 1 :45 a. m. a great explosion. At G :30 got under-

way and took position in line. At 7 : 20 fleet steaming toward the shore.
At 11, in obedience to signal, got underwny and stood toward Fort
Fisher. At 5 p. m. we hauled oft', being out of fazes for X I-inch. Fired
56 rounds from Xl-inch and 02 rounds from 30-pounder Parrott. From
No. 1 howitzer, 2 rounds, and from No. 2 howitzer, 2 rounds. At 10
p. m. the captain came on board with 50 15-second fuzes from the flag-
ship.

December 25.—^At 9 a. ni. the flagship made gieueral signal. At 9:15
got underway and took our position. At 10:45 first shot fired by the
Ironsides. At 11 wo opened on the enemy. At 1 : 30 p. m. hauled out of
action, having fired 61 rounds from the Xl-inch, 21 rounds from the
30 pounder Parrott, 2 rounds from No. 1 howitzer, and 2 rounds from
No. 2 howitzer. At 4 p. m. got out the launch and first and second
cutters, in charge of Acting Ensigns Andrew McGleary, Kobert Shcp-
pard, and S. H. Maunder, and commenced landing troops. At 6 the
boats commenced to reembark troops. At 11 :35 first and second cutters
returned. Sent second cutter away in search of the launch.
December 26.—At 2 a. m. the launch and second cutter returned;

took them on board and secured them
;
got underway and stood ofi"shore.

At 1:45 p. m. the BrooTclyn stood toward the fort, fired a few rounds,
and retired; came to anchor with the fleet. Prom 6 to 8 p.m. heavy
firing from the fleet to the westward.

Beport of Commander Howell, IT. 8. ITayy, commanding IT. S. S. Nerens.

U. S. S. Neretjs,
Off Wilmington, N. C, December 25, 1864.

Admiral: I have the honor to report that this vessel opened fire on
Fort Fisher at 10:45 a, ra. in 3 fathoms of water and at the distance of
(estimated) 1,800 yards. At 12:40 ]>. m. was ordered to anchor off a
small mound. Anchored head and Stern in 4J fathoms, and opened fire

on the mound and woods. At 2:15 p. m. the men in the mound waved
a white flag. Sent a boat and assisted in transferring the prisoners to

the Santiago de Cvba. Sent five boats to transport troops on shore.

The third cutter, in charge of Master's Mate Eushmore, was badly
injured by the surf, and while moored astern of an army transport for

the night, broke adrift.

The last trip made by Mr. Eushmore was at 12 o'clock (midnight),

and his boat had been three times swamped ; he and the men worn out.

The launch, Acting Master Haines, is still absent.

We fired from this vessel yesterday 27 60 pounder shells, 69 30-

pounder shells, 63 32 pounder shells. The 60 pounder Parrott, a new
gun in the service, performed admirably. Not a single projectile turned
over.

I am happy to report no casualties. OfQcers and men did their duty.

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. G. Howell,
Commander.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

N w R—^VOL 11 19
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Additional report of Commander Howell, IT. S. Kayy, commanding U. S. S. NeTens.

U. S. S. Nbrkus,
Beaufort, N. C, January 3, 1865.

Admiral : This vessel having been ordered to support the ironclads

during the attack on Fort Fisher on the 25th day of December, I stood

in to 3 fathoms water and at 11:08 a. m. opened fire.

A,t 12 : 40 p. m. was ordered to shell the woods. At 1 : 12 p, m. ordered

to assist in landing troops. At 2 : 15 p. m. Flag Pond battery, at which
this vessel and two or three small gunboats had been firing occasionally,

surrendered to the navy. There was no gun in the battery; some 65
or 70 prisoners were taken. At 9 : 45 one of the Nereus's boats returned,

the officer stating that he had been employed embarking troops.

December 26.—Heavy sea on. But one boat, and that in charge of

Acting Master E. L. Haines, of this vessel, got off during the day.
Engaged shelling woods during the day and night.

December 27.—Boats and men employed in embarking troops ; shell-

ing woods. At about 12 ni. General Curtis and two officers visited this

ship. General Curtis desired to express his acknowledgments to Act-
ing Master E. L. Haines and Ensign G. M. Smith and the boats' crews
of the Nereus for courage and perseverance in getting off his command.
He informed me that if he had not been ordered back, and had been
supported by the troops on shore, he could, in his opinion, have carried
Fort Fisher. From all the information I have been able to gain on the
subject, I think he was correct in his views.
There was no exception to the excellent conduct of officers and men.
I am indebted to Lieutenant H. B. Mullan for intelligent services.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. 0. Howell,

Commander.
Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Beaufort, N. C.

Report of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting reports regarding the feeling in the
army.

North Atlantic Squadron,
TJ. 8. Flagship Malvern, Off New Inlet, December 28, 1864.

Sir : To show the feeling in the army, I enclose statements of some
of the officers of the Nereus, in relation to the giving up of the expedi-
tion on the part of the land forces.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

_. _ .,„ Rear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosures.]

U. S. S. Nereus, December 27, 1864.
Sir: A wounded colonel, whom I brought off from shore in one ofmy boats, expressed great dissatisfaction at having been ordered offsaying that he was convinced that if permitted to go in the laud forceswould have undoubtedly captured the fort.

William Eushmore,
Acting Master's Mate, U. 8. 8. Nereus

[Commander John C. Howell,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Nereus.]
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U. S. S. Nerbtts,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, December 27, 1864.

Sir: While ashore assisting in embarking the men under the com-
mand of Brigadier-Geneial Curtis, U. S. Army, I heard that officer
remark that had he been properly supported and timely reinforced
Fort Fisher would have been in our possession on the night of the
25tli instant.

The remark and the fact were of universal comment by army officers
ashore.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Geo. M. Smith,

Acting Ensign, U. iS. Navy.
Commander Juo. C. Howell,

Commanding U. S. S. Nereiis.

TJ. S. S. Neretts,
OffNew Inlet, North Carolina, December 26, 1864.

While on shore assisting General Curtis to reembark his command
General Curtis told me that he could have taken Fort Fisher if he had
been supported by the other troops; also I was informed the same by
several other officers of his command. General Curtis was near etiough
to Fort Fisher to capture the rebel flag on it; also a horse.

Edward L. Haines,
Acting Master, JJ. S. Navy, U. S. S. Nereus.

Commander J. 0. Howell,
Commanding U. S. S. Nereus.

U. S. S. Nereus,
Off Neic Inlet, North Carolina, December 27, 1864.

Sir: While ashore on Federal Point, New Inlet, North Carolina,
assisting Brigadier-General Curtis, U. S. Army, to reembark his com-
mand, I was informed by him that he was near enough to Fort Fisher
to capture a rebel flag and a horse, and that if he had been reinforced
when he requested he could have captured Fort Fisher.
This statement was also made by other officers of his command.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
Edward L. Haines,

Acting Master, U. S. Navy, U. 8. 8. Nereus.

Commander J. C. Howell,
Commanding U. 8. S. Nereus.

AbBtract log of the V. 8. 8. Nereus.

December 22, 1864.—^At 8 a. m. sent to ironclad 8augus and received
11-inch hawser for the purpose of towing. At 11 a. m. called all hands
up anchor, got underway, and stood down to Hampton Eoads in charge
of pilot. At .12: 30 p. m. the Saugus made signal to go ahead fast. At
3:30 took departure. Cape Henry light bearing W., distant about 4
miles.

December 24.-^At 4:20 p. m. stopped the engine and brought ship to

anchor. Captain Howell left the ship and went on board the Saugus.
Cleared ship for action.
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December 25.—At 6 a. m. called all hands up anchor. At 6:40 got

underway and stood in toward the fleet. At 7 : 25 came to auchor with
15 fathoms of starboard chain. At 9 : 30 a. m. got uuderway and cleared

ship for action. At 10 gunboats to the northward began shelling the

woods. At 10:32 the monitors, Ironsides, and several small gunboats
opened fire upon Port Fisher. At 10 : 45 pivoted spar deck guns to port

and at 11 : 08 opened fire with rifled guns, firing lO-second shell, elevation

1,800 yards. At 11 : 46 opened with main-deck battery. At 12 : 40 passed
within hail of the flagship; received orders from the admiral to shell

woods to northward. Proceeded to station, anchored, and began shell-

ing the woods. At 1 : 12 p. m. a tug came within hail with orders from
the admiral to assist in landing troops. Ceased firing, got underway,
stood near transports, and came to. Sent launch, whaleboat, first, sec-

ond, and third cutters in charge of Acting Master Haines. At 2 : 15 a
fiag of truce was seen over a mound on shore. The Banshee being near-

est the beach, sent a boat on shore, when a company of t!;e Forty-second
North Carolina troops surrendered. Sent gig on shore to ofier assist-

ance. Prisoners were taken on the Santiago de Cuba. At 3:40 our
troops were attacked by the enemy from the woods. Got underway
and stood up the beach to cover troops. Came to, head and stern, and
commenced shelling the woods. At 4:30 p. m. an explosion took place
in Fort Fisher. At 7 : 50 was informed that the enemy in large bodies
were marching toward the beach. Continued shelling the woods. At
7 : 45, the wind freshening, got underway and stood ofi" from beach and
came to anchor with port anchor in 5 fathoms water, veered to 15
fathoms chain. Whaleboat, first and second cutters returned to the
ship. Exi)ended the following projectiles during today's fighting: 52
60-pounder shell; 107 30-pounder shell; 93 30-pounder shell.

December 26.—At 1:10 a. m. heavy musketry firing heard on the
beach. At 3:20 monitors opened fire on Fort Fisher. At 8:46 got
underway and stood in toward the beach. At 9: 10 came to with port
anchor in 5 fathoms. Went to quarters and commenced shelling the
woods. Master's Mate Eushmore returned to the ship with third cut-
ter's crew and reported having lost his boat, it having broken adrift
from a transport. Boat was damaged in embarking troops. Kept up a
slow fire into the woods. At 1 : 45 p. m. Acting Master Haines returned
and reported launch having been lost while reembarking troops. At
3 p. m. Acting Master Haines and Acting Ensign Smith volunteered
to General Curtis with 4 seamen to reembark his command and left the
ship for that purpose. At 5: 15 p. m. the Rhode Island passed within
hail with orders from the admiral to keep up the fire into the woods.
At 5 : 40 renewed the fire. From 6 to 8 p. m. : Keeping up the fire
directed into the woods, firing at short intervals. From 8 to midnight:
Crew at quarters and firing at short intervals into the woods to the
northward of our troops. Other vessels engaged iu shelling the woods.
December ^.—From midnight to 8 a. m. : Crew at quarters shelling

the woods, firing at short intervals. At 7 : 30 sent two boats on shore
in charge of Acting Master's Mates Rushmore and Spencer to assist in
reembarking troops. Acting Master Haines and Acting Ensign Smith
still on shore rendering assistance. From 8 to meridian: Boats on
shore assisting in reembarking troops. At 11 : 37 last boat left the beach
in charge of Acting Master Haines, bringing off General Curtis and
staff.

December 28.—At 10:20 a. m. came to anchor off Beaufort Bar.



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 293

Eeport of Commodore Thatcher, V. S. Havy, commanding flist division.

U. S. S. COLORABO,
Off Wilmington, N. C, Becemher 27, 1864.

Admiral: I respectfully forward the following reports of casualties
on board this ship in the actions of the 24th and 2r)th instant with the
Wilmington forts

:

The damage which we sustained was comparatively slight, as most
of the enemy's shot passed over the ship, doing no other damage than
carrying away and stranding our rigging, except those named in the
surgeon's and carpenter's reports.
A few days' work will repair all damage.
In the early part of the action of the 25th th . forecastle pivot gun (a

150-pounder Parrott) was discovered to have burst, but it was detected
in season to prevent any accident to the gun's crew.
Schenkle projectiles were being used at the time this gun was dis-

abled, and not Parrott.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Commodore, Comdg. First Division, North Atlantic Squadron.

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, off Wilmington.

[Enclosnre.]

U. S. 8. Colorado,
Off Wilmington, N. C, December 27, 1864.

Admiral: I respectfully submit the following casualties on board
this ship in the action of the 24th instant, as reported by Surgeon
James McClelland, U. S. Navy:

Wounded,—Edmund P. Preble, landsman, slightly.

On the 25ih.

Killed.—William A. Goodridge, landsman.
Wounded.—John Laddy, ordinary seaman, severely; Bichard Wall,

landsman, slightly; Thomas Powell, seaman, slightly; William A. Cor-
bitt, landsman, slightly; Lewis Williams, landsman, slightly.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. K. Thatcher,

Commodore, Comdg. First Div., North Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron.

Bear-Adiniral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, off Wilmington.

Report of Commodore Thatcher, V. S. Navy, commanding first division, regarding the boat-
swain's department of the V. S. S. Colorado.

U. S. S. Colorado,
Off Wilmington, N. C, December 27, 1864.

Admiral: 1 respectfully submit the following report of the boat-
swain's department:
Early in the action of the 24th instant the stream hawser was shot

away and the anchor lost; also starboard maintopmast stay, starboard
main brace, and spanker vangs, starboard bumpkin gays, and port fore-

topsail brace ; port main topmast stay badly cat.
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In the action of the 25th instant the enemy shot away starboard fore-

stay, starboard main brace, and starboard head guys, and starboard

foretop bowline.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcheb,
Commodore, Gomdg. First Division, North Atlantic Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, off Wilmington.

Beport of Commodore Thatcher, U. S. Navy, commanding U. B. 8. Colorado, commending the

officers and men of that vessel.

U. S. Steam Frigate Colorado,
Off Wilmington, N. C, December 28, 1864.

Admiral : i have the pleasure to report that in the actions of the

2J:th and 25th instant with the forts ott' Wilmington, the ofBcers and
crew of this ship behaved in a manner to elicit my warmest admiration

and manifested all the coolness of an ordinary target practice during
the two days' battle. It is difficult to make a distinction when all did

their duty so faithfully. I should, however, be doing injustice to the
executive officer. Lieutenant George Dewey, were I not to mention the
invaluable assistance which he gave me iu having all the departments
of the ship in perfect order for battle, as well as for the valuable aid

in the management of the ship during the action. The commanders of

divisions, viz. Lieutenant H. B. Eobeson, Acting I Volunteer] Lieutenant
I<\ F. Baury, Acting Masters E. Coffin and L. B. King, and Ensign J. L.

Veunard, managed their batteries with good judgment and skill, and
in the two days' fight exploded about 1,200 IX-inch shells within the
enemy's works. The after Xl-inch pivot was fought by a crew of
marines under Captain L. L. Dawson and First Lieutenant B. P. Meeker,
U. S. Marine Corps, who did great execution with this gun.

I deem it to be a duty to mention, for the information of the Depart-
ment, the invaluable services rendered by Acting Master's Mate J. W.
Wallace, who managed the powder divisions, aided by Mr. W. F. Birge,
paymaster's clerk (who volunteered his services for the occasion), with
great efficiency, no gun having been delayed an instant for the neces-
sary supply of ammunition. Both these gentlemen I consider worthy
of promotion.

Lieutenant M. L. Johnson managed the signals with great prompt-
ness and ability and is entitled to my cordial thanks. The medical
department, under the efficient management of Surgeon James McClel-
land, aided by Assistant Surgeons B. H. Kidder and Eobert Willard,
was perfect in all its details.

I can not omit to mention the valuable aid received from my clerk,
Mr. Adrian Phillipps, and although for the first time under fire, he dis-
played the greatest coolness throughout both actions, rendering me
important service.

The engineer department, under the management of Chief Engineer
B. F. Garvin, was also admirably managed. Acting Third Assistant
Engineer C. C. Fernald was detailed to attend the spar-deck engine
bell on the 24th, and on the 25th volunteered for the same duty, and
was very attentive and efficient, not only at his post, but in passing
orders to the forecastle.

Before closing I desire to mention the gallant conduct of the crew of
gun No. 4 (main deck), who, after the rest of the gun's crew were killed
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or disabled, worked their gan with the rapidity of a full crew, viz,
Edward Coffin, seaman; Edward Hilton, seaman; Louis Gerrard, ordi-
nary seaman; Timothy H. Lord, landsman; James B. Twombly, ordi-
nary seaman; Eobert Baker, ordinary seaman, and John Broderick,
ordinary seaman.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. K. Thatcher,

Commodore, Commanding First Division, North Atlantic 8quadron.

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, off Wilmington, N. 0.

Report of Commodore Thatchei, IT. S. Navy, commanding first diviiion, in retponse to General
Order Ho. 75.

U. S. S. Colorado,
Off Beaufort, N. C, December 31, 1864.

Admiral: In compliance with your General Order No. 75, under
date of 30th instant, I have the honor to say that in the actions of the
24th and U5th instant with Fort Fisher and its dependencies that these
works were effectually silenced by the heavy and accurate fire of the
fleet for hours at a time, the enemy only replying to our flre when an
occasional cessation occurred on our part.
On the 24th an explosion took place, during a heavy flre from the

fleet, within the main fort of the rebels, and, immediately after which,
flames were observed streaming high above the walls, naturally leading
to the conclusion that we had fired the barracks and other tenements
connected with Fort Fisher. During the continuance of this blaze,
which was for hours, not a gun was fired by the enemy (to the best of
my recollection) except from the isolated work called the Mound Fort.
On the 25th instant the range was shorter and the firing of the fleet

more accurate than on the preceding day. It is my belief that not a
shot or shell was fired by the advanced line of ships that did not either
penetrate the earthworks of the enemy or explode within them. The
crew of this ship were perfectly cool, and fired with deliberation and
apparent severe effect upon the enemy, delivering on the first day
1,569 projectiles. Near the close of the second day's action, we per-

ceived the near approach of the advanced skirmishers of our army
tbrce, which had landed late in the day, when our fire ceased for nearly
thirty minutes, and was only resumed after we had been hulled several
times by a vicious gun which appeared to be fired from the N. B. angle
of Fort Fisher. We then reopened heavily, but more to the left than
we had previously fired, to avoid annoying our own troops who were
seen approaching the forts. The effect of this last heavy fire was
apparently severe upon the casemated works to the southward and
westward of Fort Fisher. At this time a succession of explosions was
heard in the rear of these casemates, followed by the blaze of a large

building, which continued to burn during the greater part of Christmas
night.

My impression with regard to the defensibility of the fort {battered

as it was) against a combined attack of the army and navy is, that it

could have been carried by assault on either of the evenings of the 24th

or 2dth instant.

I do not suppose that it was deemed possible entirely to demolish a
casemated earthwork like Fort Fisher, but I am satisfied that every-

thing was done that could be done on the part of the navy to render it
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untenable, the enemy having been again- and again driven from their

guns (some of which, it appears, were dismounted by our fire) and com-

pelled to seek refuge in their sand holes.

The shoalness of the water for a mile seaward of the forts constituted

their only safety against total destruction, or at least the dismounting

of every gun, such was the heavy and concentrated fire of those two-

days' bombardment. This ship planted 230 shot in the rebel works on
the 25th and exploded 996 shells within them on that day.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatchee,
Commodore, Gomdg. First Division, North Atlantic Squadron.

Eear-Admiral David D. Poeteb,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Beaufort, N. G.

Abstract log of the V. S. S. Coloiado.

September 1, 1864.—Navy yard, Portsmouth, K. H.
October 6.—Stood to sea in charge of pilot.

October lH.—At 11 a, m. came to anchor in Hampton Boads.
December 24.—Off New Inlet, North Carolina. At 1 : 45 a. m. a heavy

explosion to the westward. At 2 admiral signaled. At 2 : 30 a quantity
of smoke passed over irom the westward. At 5 : 30 underway with the
fleet and stood inshore. At 9 : 50 came to with the starboard anchor in

7^ fathoms water. Flagship signaled "Form in line—open order."
At 10 : 55 a. m. got underway and stood in west for the forts. At 11 : 20
a. m. went to quarters. At 12: 51, Ironsides and Canonicus opened fire,

returned by the forts. At 1 : 25 came to with port anchor, veered 25
fathoms, let go kedge astern, formed in line of battle. At 1:30
p. m. opened fire with the starboard battery. At 1 : 45 p. m. stream
hawser shot away and lost the kedge. At 2:08 p. m. exploded
magazine in Fort Fisher. At 2 : 45 p. m. weighed anchor and went
astern, ceased firing except with the rifle and Xl-inch . At 3 p. m.
anchored and commenced firing, extreme elevation, shots all telling
well. At 3:35 p. m. heavy smoke seen from Fort Fisher. At 3:40
ceased firing at Fort Fisher and fired at the Mound. Signaled the
flagship "Mound only firing." At 3:50 p. m. flagstaff on the Mound
shot away, but was replaced soon after. At 5:05 p. m. flagship sig-
naled, " Prepare to retire for the night." Ceased firing and got under-
way. At 6 p. m. anchored in 9 fathoms water and veered to 45 fathoms.
Eeceived shot in the gang'vay, bolt forward of gangway, shot in cut-
water, shot in bow, fore royal stay and maintopmast stay shot away,
also head of topgallant mast in starboard gangway, four deck planks
broken through, and shot through second launch and cutter.
December 25.—At 9 : 20 a. m. flagship signaled, " Prepare to get under

way." At 9 :30 a. m. underway and steaming in toward the forts. At

I port bow anchor in 6
fathoms ; veered to 15 fathoms. At 3 p. m. rifled gun reported disabled
At 3 : 40 p. m. Wabash steamed out of action. At 3 : 40 p. m. signaled
flagship, " Rifle gun is disabled." At 4 p. m. flagship signaled " Pre-
pare to discontinue action." At 4 : 15 p. m. shells from Fort Fisl'ier fall-
ing around us fast. At 4 : 30 p. m. struck with a X-inch solid shot over
No. 4 gun, starboard side, shot going-through, carrying away lock of
No. 4 gun and screw lever, killing 1 man and wounding 5; and passing
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over carried away axle and starboard truck of No. 5 guu, port side. At
4: 37 p. m. commenced firing again. At 4: 40 p. m. signaled to the Min-
nesota, "Enemy are hulling us; fire for your own protection." At
4:40 p. m. fire broke out to the left of Fort Fisher. At 4:60 p. m.
signaled the flagship, "Commenced firing because the enemy were
hulling us." At 5 p. m. flagship signaled, "Retire from action." At
5:05 a tug hailed us, telling us to "Discontinue action, and reserve
ammunition for the assault." At 6 : 07 p. m. weighed anchor and kedge
and steamed out of action. At 5: 12 ceased firing. At 6 anchored with
the port anchor in 8 fathoms water and veered to 45 fathoms chain.
Both forestays and main brace shot away. At 11 : 45 p. m. heavy firing

heard on shore.
December 26.—From midnight till 4 a, m. forts and ironclads firing

during the watch. At 8 a. in. the flagship passed within hail and
ordered the ship to Beaufort. Firing to the westward during the first

two hours. At 12 • 45 p. m. received an order from the admiral to return
again and fill up with ammunition and again attack the forts. Wore
ship and steamed S. W. by W. for the fleet. From 8 to midnight heavy
firing to the westward.

BapoTt of Commodore Laaman, IT. S. ITavy, commanding Bocond division, transmitting minntes
of the bombardment, taken on board the IT. S. S. Minnesota.

U. S. S. Minnesota,
Off Beaufort, N. C, December 31, 1864.

Admiral: I have the honor to submit the accompanying minntes,
taken on the quarter-deck of this vessel at the time of the attack upon
Fort Fisher.

Also the reports from several officers of the ship.

It gives me great pleasure to state that during the engagement with
the forts the 24th and 25th of December the conduct of all the officers,

men, marines, and boys on board the Minnesota was entirely satis-

factory. Everyone performed his duty to the utmost of his ability.

The working and practice of the guns could not have been better.

Many excellent shots were made, and in this respect the two guns
worked by the marines were equal to any other division. In a word,

all performed their duty in the most creditable manner, and I need not

assure you that, in the opinion of those on board the Minnesota, if the

assault was not made upon Fort Fisher, it was not for the want of the

most tremendous bombardment of modern times by the fleet under
your command.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
Joseph Lanman,

Commodore, Gomdg. Second Division, North Atlantic Squadron.

Bear-Admiral David D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

[EnoloBnre.]

Minutes of the lomlardment of Fort Fisher on the S4th and ZSth of December, 1864, taken

upon the quarter-deck of the U.S. steam frigate Minnesota, Commodore Joseph Lanman,

commanding, by 0. B. McCurdy, captain's clerk.

Off New Inlet, Noeth Caeolina,
Lat. 33° 56' 30" N., Long. 77° 22' W., December 24, 1864.

At 5: 15 a. m. got underway in obedience to signal from flagship and

steamed toward Fort Fisher. Anchored a few moments in line of bat-

tle near the fort before taking position.
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At 12 o'clock beat to quarters, wind S. W. by W.
Got spring on both bower anchors and prepared to anchor with spring

on starboard bower.
At 12 : 30 p. m. dinner at quarters.
At 12 : 65 p. m. the New Ironsides opened fire upon Port Fisher, fol-

lowed quickly by the monitors, commencing with the Ganonicus.
The Minnesota opened fire as soon as the guns could bear upon Fort

Fisher, at 1 : 15 p. m., anchoring at the same time in the position desig-

nated by the order of battle about 1 mile from the fort, Fort Fisher
bearing W. J 8,, Mound, W. S. W.
Enemy replied, two shots passing close over the Minnesota. An

explosion took place in the fort, believed to be by the fire of the Min-
nesota. Another shot from the enemy cut the spring. Made signal to
flagship for a tug to carry out the spring. Tug came in answer to sig-

nal, having on board Captain Breese, the fleet captain, but was not
able to carry out our spring.
The Colorado passed on our port bow, and took position at 2 : 50 p. m.
At 3 : 15 p. m. rebel flag shot away.
At 4 p. m. flying jib stay, fore royal stay, and fore-topgallant stay

shot away.
At 4 : 15 p. m. flagship made signal to fire more slowly.
At 6 : 05 p. m. general signal from flagship to prepare to retire.
At 5:15 p. m. order was given to cease firing and prepare to heave

up anchor.
At 6 p. m. withdrew from position, dropping a buoy at the anchorage

and steamed ofl'shore, anchoring about 7 or 8 miles distant. Fort
Fisher bearing southwest.
The ship was held in position for firing upon the fort by steam, helm,

staysail, and jib.

Sevieral explosions and fires took place in the fort during our firing
and many of the enemy's missiles fell near the Minnesota.

December 25, 1864.
At 9 : 30 a. m. got underway.
At 10: 15 a. m. beat to quarters.
At 10:35 a. m. flagship made signal to stop.
At 10 : 45 a. m. the New Ironsides opened fire.

At 10 : 55 a. m. the monitors opened fire.

At 11 a. m. signal from flagship to take position.
At 11:15 a. m. the Minnesota took position about 300 yards nearer

Fort Fisher than where she dropped the buoy the day previous, and
commenced firing with her forward guns.
At 12 m. let go port anchor with 25 fathoms of chain.
At 12 : 05 p. m. flagship made signal to get underway.
At 12 : 10 ceased firing.

At 12:15 p. m. Commander Ehind came on board with orders from
the admiral to plant a buoy as near Fort Fisher as practicable, which
he (Commander Ehind) placed from 150 to 200 yards nearer the fort
This position was exactly taken by the Minnesota at 1 : 05 p. m. lettlnff
go the kedge on the port quarter at the same time.

*'

n^ ^} U\^ P" ?• ^®* eo port bower anchor and opened fire by divisions.
Fort Fisher bearing W. J S., Mound W. S. W. ^ W. Wreck andMound ma hue. Shot passed over smokestack, grazing the mainstav

Colorado passed on our port bow, taking position at 1:25 p m atwhich time a shot struck the Minnesota below the water line " ''

At 1:40 p. m. set the spanker. Shell came in through amidships
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port on spar deck, passed through launch and first cutter and lodged
in the stern sheets of the first cutter.

At 2 p. m. dinner at quarters, though the firing was continued by
divisions. Fired very deliberately in obedience to orders from the
admiral.
At 3 : 45 p. m. brailed up the spanker. Shell exploded on starboard

chain armor. Another shell exploded, scattering on both sides of the
ship.

At 4:05 p. m. flagship made signal to prepare to get underway.
At 4: 10 p. m. ceased firing agreeable to signal.

At 4: 20 p. m. rebel flag shot away.
At 4 : 45 p. m. opened fire again, and fired very rapidly, in obedience

to signal. At this time the roar from our batteries for three or four

rounds was most terrific.

At 4 : 55 p. ni. ceased firing and prepared to retire, agreeable to sig-

nal from flagship.

At 5 : 15 p. m. hove up anchor and retired.

No casualties either day, and although the ship was struck in several

places, very little damage was done.
Very respectfully submitted.

Joseph Lanman,
Commodore, Gomdg. Second Division, North Atlantic Squadron.

Eear-Admiral Dated D. Poeter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Bepoit of Commodore T.itTninttTi
, U. 8. Navy, commanding second division, regaiding casualties.

U. 8. S. Minnesota,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, December 27, 1864.

Admibal: Agreeable to your order by signal of this noon, to report

the casualties on board this ship in the engagement with Fort Fisher

on Saturday and Sunday last, I am happy to state that none of the

personnel of this ship were injured. Several shot struck the hull, one

under the fore chain, doing no special damage; one shell exploded on

the chain armor, abreast of the boilers; one 30-pounder Parrott shell

passed through the launch and first cutter, lodging in the stern sheets

of the first cutter; a heavy shell grazed the mainstay, and some of the

light head stays were shot away.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,

Joseph Lanman,
Commodore, Comdg. Second Division, North Atlantic Squadron.

Admiral Dated D. Poeteb,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Keport of lieutenant-Commander Parker, V. S. Navy, transmitting reports of damages, and

ammunition expended on the V. 8. S. Uinnesota.

U. S. Steam Feigate Minnesota,

OffFort Fisher, New Inlet, North Carolina, December 26, 1864.

See : I respectfully enclose the reports of the boatswain, gunner, car-

penter, and sailmaker of this vessel in regard to the actions of the 24th

and 25th instant with Fort Fisher and the various batteries at New
Inlet.
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So far as I was able to observe, every officer, mau, and boy iu the

ship performed his whole duty.

I desire to add that when I reported on board (only a few days before

the action took place) I found the organization of the vessel perfect,

and it is simple justice to say that whatever praise belongs to the

executive ofBcer for this is the due of Lieutenant M. S. Stuyvesaut,

who was my predecessor in tbat capacity.

I came here too late to make any changes, had any been necessary.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
James Paekee,

Lieutenant-Commander, Executive Officer.

Commodore Joseph Lanman,
Commanding Minnesota.

[Enclosarea.]

U. S. Ship Minnesota,
Off Beaufort, N. C, December 29, 1864.

SlE: I respectfully report that the following damages were sustained

to the rigging of this ship during the action of the 24th and 25th

instant.

The flying jib stay, fore royal stay, fore-topgallant stay were all shot

away.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. Bunkee,
Boatswain.

Commodore Joseph Lanman,
Commanding.

Report of ammunition expended on board U. S. Ship Minnesota, December 34 and S5, 1864.

Xl-inch charges, 15 pounds 64
IX-inch charges, 13 pounds 21
IX-inch charges, 10 pounds 1,723
150-poandcT charges, 16 pounds 95
lOO-ponnder charges, 10 ponnds 79
Total of powder, 20,773 pounds.

Xl-inch shell loaded and fuzed 64
IX-inch shell loaded and fuzed 1,744
150-ponnder shell loaded andfnzed 95
lOO-pounder shell loaded and fazed 79

Total of pTojectiles 1,982

Very respectfully submitted.
EoBT. H. Oeoss,

Gunner,
- Commodore Joseph Lanman,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Minnesota.

IT. S. S. Minnesota,
Off Beaufort, N. C, December 26, 1864.

Sm: In obedience to your order of this date, I respectfully make the
following report of the damage sustained by this ship in the engage-
mant of the 24th and 25th instant:
One shot struck the first launch, going through her and damaeine

the first cutter. ^ **
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One struck starboard bow, doing but slight damage.
Two shots struck the chain placed ou the outside for the protection

of the machinery, doing no damage.
Several pieces of shell are embedded in the side of the vessel.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. O. GOODSOE,
Carpenter.

Commodore Joseph Lanman,
Gommanding.

U. S. Ship Minnesota,
Off Beaufort, N. 0., December 26, 1864.

Sir: I respectfully report that there were no injuries sustained in
the sailmaker's department of this ship during the action of the 24th
and 2oth instant.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Thos. Odion Passett,

Sailmalcer.
Commodore Joseph Lanman,

Commanding.

Detailed report of Commodore TjiTiTnmi^ jj, s. Navy, oommandini^ second division, in response
to General Order No. 76,

U. S. S. Minnesota,
Off Beaufort, N. C, January 1, 1865.

Admiral : I have the honor to receive this evening your General
Order No. 75, whereby 1 am called upon to report the damage appar-
ently done to Fort Fisher in the attack of the 24th and 25th of Decem-
ber by the fleet under your command.
The minutes and ofQcial report which I had the honor to make to

you on the 31 st ultimo give the details of the part taken by the Minne-
sota in the attack upon Fort Fisher.
On the 24th ultimo, the first engagement, I visited and addressed the

crew of every gun, to impress upon them the necessity of careful firing,

and to see that their shot took effect before firing again and not to
throw away a shot.

At the commencement of the firing, and with scarcely any intermis-
sion, I was upon the bridge just forward of the mizzenmast, having my
glass in hand; thus elevated 10 feet above the spar-deck battery, and
15 feet above the main deck guns, my line of vision was considerably
beyond that of the men at the guns. The wind being offshore (from
the direction of firing), and clear from smoke, my opportunities for see-

ing the practice and effect of our guns could not have been better, and
I most positively believe that the greater part of our shells told upon
the fort, and of this there was no doubt when the 200 pounder* Parrott
and the Xl-inch guns were fired, as they raised an unmistakable cloud
of dirt and sand.
Upon several occasions the first day fire broke out in the fort, and

the crew of the spar-deck battery gave three hearty cheers in the belief

that the fire was caused by our guns, which was my opinion, and I so

represented it at the time to the men. At the same time there were

' Same as 150-ponuder.
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several explosions, as I believe within the fort; and if our guns did not

[do] an immense injury to the batteries, there is no confidence to be

placed in vision or good firing. The batteries were frequently silenced

by the rapid firing of the fleet generally, but with the least let-up on our

part they would again open, and I should judge with excellent practice,

as their shot flew about us in all directions, and I have no doubt they

were equally good in practice to the other ships.

By a kind Providence we received little or no damage, only eight or

ten shots touching the ship, but plain enough in sight to show their

good firing.

On the morning of the 25th, having received instructions from yon
that the army would land to assault the fort, and that we must be pre-

pared to cease firing at the moment the signal should be made to that

efl'ect, and that great care must be exercised not to fire upon our troops

should they make the assault, and to fire more deliberately than the

day previous, I delivered these words, in person, to every gun's crew
at quarters before the engagement; that the men as well as the officers

should perfectly understand that when the order was given, and the
steam whistle sounded, all firing should cease, as the assault was then
to be made.
Our position in the action of the second day was probably 300 or 400

yards nearer Fort Fisher than it was the day previous. Our firing was
much more slow and deliberate, and the effect appeared to be of the
most damaging character, as the lines and angles of the works were
evidently changed.
Lieutenant-Commander Parker went to the fore-topmast head to

witness our firing, which he pronounced to be excellent. Also our pilot,

Mr. F. G. Fowler, a most reliable man, was some time at the masthead
with a glass, and he judged our firing to be excellent, and doing great
damage to the fort.

Captain Butler, of the marines, commanding his battery, being upon
the sheer pole of the mizzen rigging, pronounced the practice excellent.
Ensign Willard, who was upon the bridge to look out for the change

of the head of the ship (should it become thick) concurred in the opin-
ion of the above gentlemen that the injury done the forts by our firing
was very great.
Lieutenant Stuyvesant, who had charge of the gun-deck battery,

came upon the spar deck when the gun-deck divisions were not firing.
This officer having seen considerable gun practice on other ships, his
opinion, that the practice the second day was most excellent, doing
much damage to the enemy, is well worthy of consideration.
The last four broadsides of rapid firing by the Minnesota were of the

most terrific character, and it was represented to me by Lieutenant-
Commander Watmongh (who was in position inshore, and to the north-
ward) that our shell fell like a perfect hailstorm upon Fort Fisher, and
that the firing was of the most excellent effect.

Upon retiring from positioi! that night, I had not the slightest doubt
but that the assault would be made before morning, and could I have
then known that the skirmishers had advanced within 50 yards of the
fort (the distance from our forecastle to the . quarter-deck), and that
some of our gallant soldiers had mounted the parapet, captured and
brought off a horse and killed an orderly—also, that theyhad captured
a flag (which the navy fleet had shot away)—I would not have believed
that there couM be the slightest doubt of the flag of the Union being
hoisted at daylight upon the well-battered fort.
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When we were informed the following day that the troops were about
to reembark, scarcely anyone would credit the report; but when the
fact became known, a universal opinion of disappointment (not to say
disgust) prevailed.

May I not be permitted to suggest, if the garrison in the fort could be
kept in their bombproofs so closely by the fire of the navy that a num-
ber of the picket line could venture upon the parapet and into the
works, why could not an assault have then been made and the precon-
certed signal given to cease firing, which would have been instantly
obeyed, and little danger of the shell of the navy falling about the heads
of the daring men who entered the works.
Admiral, excuse this lengthy report. I have gone into detail that it

should be understood that the Minnesota did not go into the fight merely
to blaze away at the beach about Fort Fisher, but that the sole object
of our practice was to demolish the fort, and to convey the impression
of so many officers that the fort could have been carried by assault
after the severe battering it received from the navy fleet under your
command.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Joseph Lanman,
Commodore, Commanding Second Division, North Atlantic Squadron.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Abstract log of the XT. S. Ship Minnesota.

September 30, iSff^.- -Commodore Lanman assumed command of the

ship, by order of the ? y Department.
December 13.—At C . JJ a. m. left anchorage and proceeded down the

bay.
December 19.—At 3:30 p. m. brought ship to anchor ofi' Wilmington,

N".0.
December 24.—^At 11 a. m.got underway and formed in line of battle,

steered for Fort Fisher. From meridian to 4 p. m,: Beat to quarters,

prepared to anchor with spring on either anchor. At 12 : 30 p. m.

action commenced by the U. S. 8. New Ironsides opening fire on
Fort Fisher. At 12 : 55 the monitors opened fire, the Canonicus first,

upon the fort. The U. S. S. Minnesota steaming ahead slowly, took the

position assigned her in a quarter less 6 fathoms water, anchoring with

starboard anchor. At 1:15 p. m. enemy replied, two shots passing

close over us. Hoisted head sails and used them when necessary to

keep ship in position. An explosion took place in the fort. Made sig-

nal for a tug ; one came alongside in obedience to signal and attempted

to tow our stern inshore, but as we soon got moored it was not neces-

sary. At 1 : 45 p. m. parted the spring and the U. S. S. Colorado passed

ahead of us and commenced action. At 3 : 15 p. m. the rebel flag was
shot away. Fort Fisher bearing W. J S., Mound W. S. W. The flying

gib and fore-topgallant stays were shot away. Two explosions in suc-

cession took place in the fort. Flagship made signal to fire more delib-

erately, which was obeyed. Flagship made general signal to prepare

to retire at 5:05 p. m. Ceased tiring at 5: 15 and prepared to heave up
anchor, withdrew from position at 6 p. m. At 6 p. m. hove up anchor

and stood offshore, came to anchor in 8^ fathoms water.
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December 25.—At 12:05 p. m. flagship made signal to get underway.

An ofiScer came on board from the flagship at 12 : 15, At 12 : 35 ceased

firing. Used a boat's anchor to buoy channel. Hove up port anchor

and shifted our position. At 1:05 p. m. let go kedge anchor and at

1: 15 let go the starboard anchor, opening fire with the starboard gun

at the same time by divisions very deliberately. The U. S. S. Colorado

passed on our port bow and took position at 1 : 25 p. m. While she was
passing we were struck below the water's edge by the enemy's shot.

At 1 : 40 p. m. hauled out the spanker. Fort Fisher boreW J S. Mound
W. S. W. j S. At 1 : 45 wreck and Mound in a line. A shell from the

enemy passed through the launch and lodged in the first cutter. At
2 p. m. the men got dinner. At 3: 15 p. m. hauled down the spanker.

Struck by a shell amidships. Another shell exploded scattering the

water on both sides of the vessel. At 4 : 05 the flagship made signal to

get underway and to cease firing at 4 : 10. At 4 : 20 rebel flag shot down.
At 4: 45 opened fire again in obedience to signal from flagship and fired

rapidly. At 4:55 ceased firing and prepared to retire in obedience to

signal from flagship. At 5 : 15 hove up the anchor and withdrew from
action. At midnight inshore fleet opened fire on the fort.

December 26.—From midnight to 4 a. m. : First part of watch heavy
firing inshore. fTp to 5 a. m. heavy firing in the direction of Fort Fisher.

Latter part of the watch firing to the northward and southward of us.

At 8: 30 a. m. flagship came within hail and ordered this ship to Beau-
fort. At 10 : 15 got underway and proceeded on our course under steam,
4 bells. At 11 : 20 stopped for the dispatch boat Little Ada. At 11 : 30
the Machinate made signal, steered in toward the anchorage we left this

morning, supposing by seeing the dispatch boat recalling the rest of
the fleet that we should be required also. At 12 meridian received
orders from the Admiral (by dispatch boat) to come to anchor and take
in ammunition from the ordnance vessels and be ready to go in and
attack the fort when the fog lifted. Hoisted out and sent second launch
and first, third, fourth, fifth cutters to the ordnance schooner for ammu-
nition. All of the fleet at anchor. Cutters returned with ammunition
on board.
December 27.—From midnight to 4 a. m.: Heavy firing to the west-

ward during the watch. From 4 to 8 a. m.: Gunboats shelling the
woods during the watch. From 8 to meridian : Trooi)S embarking and
going northward. Several of our vessels shelling the beach and the
woods. Saw a steamer going in over the Western Bar. A vessel
resembling a ram came out and cruised around. Several of our gun-
boats left the fleet and went over to the Western Bar. From 4 to 6 p. m

:

Cutters bringing ammunition from the ordnance schooner. At sunset
heard heavy firing from Fort Fisher.
December 28.—At 5 p. m. catted and fished our anchor and steamed

on our course to Beaufort.

DetaUed report of Commodore Sohenck, TT. 8. Havy, commanding third division, in response to
General Order "So. 76.

U. S. S. Powhatan,
Off Beaufort, N. C, January 1, 1865.

Admiral: Tour General Order No. 75 did not reach me until this
evening, owing to its being sent on board the Colorado.
In reply to that part of it requiring me to make a report of the part

I took in the actions of the 24th and 25th ultimo, I have to state that
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at 1 : 20 p. m. on the 24th, I took my position in the line as directed by
you, with a kedge upon my port quarter, acting as a spring, letting go
my port anchor, with 25 fathoms of chain, which brought my starboard
broadside to bear upon the forts. I immediately opened a vigorous fire
upon the batteries, paying especial attention to Fort Fisher with my
Xl-inch gun, and to the Mound with my two 100-pounder Parrotts, and
with my IX-inch guns to the batteries more immediately abreast of us.
It is reported and believed on board this ship that one of the shells
from our Xl-inch, which exploded in Fort Fisher, set fire to it. At 2 : 45
p. m. finding that some of my IX-inch shell fell short, and that the
Brooklyn being underway occasionally interfered with my line of sight,
I got underway, continuing the action, and stood into 4J fathoms water,
from which position every shot told with great effect; from this time
the action was continued underway. At 3 : 10 p. m. the end of our
spanker gaflf was shot away, and our flag came down with it; hoisted
it immediately at the mizzen. About the same time the rebel flag on
Fort Fisher was shot away and was not raised again during the action.
At 3 : 45 p. m. the flagstaff on the Mound was shot away, which shot is

claimed by our pivot rifle. At 5: 20 p. m. the signal was made to dis-
continue the action; hauled off, having sustained no loss of life or
injury to ship.

During this day's action we fired 236 IX-iuch shell, 54 Xl-inch shell,

82 100-pounder rifle shell.

Not a shell was wasted from the Xl-inch and rifles, and only afewin
the early part of the action from the IX-inch guns. The starboard
battery only was used in action, viz, 8 IX-inch guns, 2 100-pounder
Parrott rifles, and 1 Xl-inch pivot gun.
On the 25th I took my position as before, although nearer the bat-

teries and farther in, the batteries between Fort Fisher andtheMound
being abreast of us ; my position was an admirable one for engaging
these batteries, and my IX-inch guns were principally employed in
doing this, as it was only by these we were annoyed, with an occasional
shot from the Mound. During this day not a shot fell short, which
accounts for my increased expenditure of IX-inch shell. At 2 : 10 p. m.
we opened fire, which was replied to by the batteries abreast of us
more vigorously than the day before. I am not aware of having
received a single shot from Fort Fisher this day. At 3 : 30 p. m. a port
main shroud was shot away; soon after we were struck three times in

pretty rapid succession. One shot struck us under No. 3 port, 3 feet

above the water line, passing through into a store room, and deposit-

ing itself in a mattress; it is a solid Vlll-inch shot. Two shot struck
under No. 2 port, 20 inches below the water line, one remaining in the
side and the other going through and lodging in a beam on the orlop

deck, causing the ship to leak badly. A glancing shot struck the stern

of the ship, but did no material injury, and some of our running rig-

ging shot away. At 4: 10 p. m., having expended all the ammunition
for Xl-inch and rifles, and nearly all for my IX-inch guns, made signal

"Ammunition, I am short of," which was replied to: "Save some,"

and immediately after, "Discontinue the action," when I weighed my
anchor, lifted my kedge, and hauled out of line.

During this day's action we fired 494 IX-inch shell, 52 Xl-inch shell,

72 rifle shell.

In conclusion I beg leave to state that every offtcer and man on
board this ship, under my command, did his duty' nobly, and I have
yet to hear of any complaint, either of oflBcer or man, except as to the

failure to take advantage of our two days' work.

N w E—VOL 11 20
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With regard to the "damage apparently done to the works," I must
confess that I was paying more attention to the proper management of

my own battery than [to] the general effect, but it appears to me utterly

impossible that any works could withstand such a fire and not be
terribly damaged, aud I am also fully impressed with the belief that

by a prompt and vigorous assault late in the afternoon of either day,

Fort Fisher might have been taken by a comparatively small force, say
1,000 resolute men. Fort Fisher was silenced, the Mound firing feebly.

The only active firing from the enemy that 1 witnessed was from the

two or three guns that annoyed me, and so long as my ammunition
permitted me to fire rapidly, 1 could keep them pretty quiet.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. Findlay Schbnok,
Commodore^ Commanding U. 8. S. Powhatan,

and Third Division North Atlantic Squadron.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant Bache.tT. S. Navy, executive officer, XT. 8. S. Powhatan, regarding the
damages sustained by that vessel.

U. S. S. Powhatan,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, December 25, 1864.

SiE: I have the honor to report the following damages received by
this ship during the actions of to-day and yesterday, together with the
expenditure of ammunition :

End of spanker gaff shot away ; shot hole through spanker ; signal
halliards (main) shot away; starboard main topsail clewjigger shot
away ; one main shroud (port) shot away.
Two shells exploded near water line, one forward of, the other abaft

the wheel (starboard), scarring and tearing the copper for a small space.
A heavy shot grazed the stern of the ship, scoring it about 3 inches,

carrying away the ornamental work and the iron bars protecting it.

An Vlllinch shot came through the starboard side about 3 feet
above tbe water line, under No. 3 port, lodging inboard.
An Vlll-inch shot struck under No. 2 port (starboard side) about 20

inches below the water line, going through the side and lodging in the
end of an orlop-deck beam. This shot struck at an angle of some 70°
making a very ragged hole and bad leak.

'

Another shot is believed to have struck within a few inches of this
last, but we have not been able to examine closely enough to determine
positively as yet.

"We have expended ammunition as follows

:

358 lO-second shell (IX-lnch).
145 15-secoiid shell (IX-inoh).
227 boUohed shell (IX-inoh).
38 lO-second shell (Xl-inch).
20 15-8eoond shell (Xlinch).

20 shrapnel shell (Xl-inch).
104 charged shell.
152 100-pounder rifle shell (percussion)
1,400 cannon primers.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. M. Bache,
Lieutenant and Executive Officer.

Commodore J. F. SchbnOk,
Gomdg. Powhatan and Third Division North Atlantic Squadron.
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Detailed report of Captain Smith, V. 8. Navy, commanding V. 8. 8. Wabash, in response to

General Order Jlo. 76.

U. S. S. Wabash,
Off Beaufort, N. C, January 2, 1865.

Sib: In obedience to General Order No. 76, I liave the honor to
report the part taken by this ship in the actions of December 24 and
25, 1864, as follows:
December 24, 10 : 50 a. m., took station in line of battle in obedience

to signal and stood inshore with Heet. At 1 : 20 p. m. anchored at or
near assigned position in 5 fathoms water with a kedge astern, Fort
Fisher on onr starboard beam. Opened fire upon the fort immediately
with ordinary firing charges and 10-second shell from starboard battery.
Found projectiles falling short, substituted distant firing charges, used
greatest elevation, and by firing on the roll to port, succeeded in mak-
ing a portion of the projectiles reach, especially from main-deck battery,

which has greater elevation. In accordance with orders from com-
mander in chief, directed fire of 150-pounder at Mound battery, and
made good practice; continued firing so until 5 : 50 (sunset), when with-

drew from action for the night, in obedience to signals.

December 25, 10 a. m., took station in line of battle as before, stood
in with the fleet, and at 1 : 40 p. m. anchored iu 5 fathoms water with
kedge astern. Fort Fisher nearer than on the 24th. At 1 : 50 p. m.
opened fire with one gun from each division, iu obedience to signal.

Got the range of the fort, our shell falling and exploding well. Found
the fort making severe practice on the ship, and therefore gradually
increased the number of guns in use until entire starboard battery was
engaged deliberately and accurately. Enemy's firebecameless rapid and
accurate. At 3 : 50, our shell being all expended, withdrew from action,

and proceeded in obedience to signal to assist in landing troops.

Expended on both occasions 2,408 projectiles, of which it is believed

two-thirds fell in and about the works of the enemy. As concerns the

damage apparently done the works, I am unable to speak positively.

The outlines were certainly much disturbed, and 1 think the stockades

somewhat broken down, but I observed nothing marked upon which to

base an opinion that the works were materially damaged. With regard

to the effect of the fire of the fleet, independent to any damage to the

work itself, there can be no aoubt that it did slacken and distract the

enemy's fire very much, and sometimes stop it altogether, as was
proven by the increased activity of their fire whenever that of the fleet

lulled or when the fleet was withdrawing, especially from the Mound
battery on the first day, and from all on the second, as far as this ship's

experience extended.
As to my impression of the defensibility of the fort (battered as it

was) against a combined attack of army and navy, as before stated, I

did not observe it to be so battered, beyond the distance of its outlines;

but I did observe that the garrison must certainly have been confined

to the casemates by the fire of the fleet, and at the time expressed the

opinion, and now hold the same, based upon that ground, that had the

assault been vigorously made earlier in the day the work might have

been carried. The returns of casualties and of damages received by
the ship have already been forwarded.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
Melancton Smith,

Captain, U. 8. Navy.

Eear-Admiral DAVH) D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Beport of Captain Smith, V. S. Navy, commanding TJ. S. 8. Wabaih, forwarding list of

oasualtieB.

U. S. S. Wabash,
OffNew Inlet, North Carolina, December 26, 1864.

Admiral : I transmit enclosed the reports of casualties, expenditure

of ammunition,* and injuries* sustained in the attack on Fort Fisher

and rebel batteries on the 24th and 25th of December.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

Mblancton Smith,
Captain.

Kear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

[Bnclogores.]

TJ. S. S. Wabash,
North Atlantic Squadron, off Wilmington, N. C, December 24, 1864.

Sir: I have to report the following casualties on board this ship

while engaging the rebel forts and batteries this day at the eastern bar,

Cape Fear Eiver, North Carolina

:

Peter Campbell, landsman, contused wound left shoulder, from piece

of shell; severe.

William Howard, landsman, contusion right thigh; severe.

James Crystal, landsman, contusion forehead, from roller handspike;

slight.

Owen Smith, fireman, contusion right knee; slight.

John Welsh, fireman, contusion right side; slight.

Eespectfully, etc.,

H. F. MoSherry,
Surgeon.

Captain M. Smith,
Commanding WaboiSh.

U. S. S. Wabash,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, December 25, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to report the following casualties in action on
board this ship to-day:

1. John Farley, landsman, severe contusion of back from splinter.

2. Peter Carberry, ordinary seaman, severe contusion left foot.

3. James Collins, seaman, slight contusion right foot.

4. Thomas Jones, quartermaster, exhaustion from continuous duty at

the wheel.
Eespectfully submitted.

H. F. McSherry,
Surgeon, U. S. Navy.

Captain Melancton Smith,
Commanding U. S. S. Wabash.

Beport of Captain Pickering, V. S. Kavy, commanding U, S. S. Vanderbilt, in response to
General Order No. 75.

U. 8. S. Vanderbilt,
January 2, 1865.

Admiral : I have the honor to submit the following report of the
part taken by the U. S. S. Vanderbilt in the attack of the 24th and 25th

* Not found.
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ultimo upon the forts and batteries at Federal Point, North Caro-
lina:

On the 24th, at 2 : 45 p. m., took station in the line of battle astern of
the Minnesota, anchoring with a spring. At 2 : 55 p. m. opened fire with
the starboard battery, composed of six IX-inch, two 100-pounder rifles,

and one 30-pounder Parrott.
Bapid fire was kept up until 5 : 45 p. m,, when, in obedience to a gen-

eral signal, weighed anchor and retired for the night.
On the 25th, in obedience to signal, anchored in the line of battle,

astern of the Minnesota, and at 2 : 55 p, m. opened the starboard battery
upon the enemy's works between Fort Fisher and the Mound, keeping
up a rapid fire until 3 : 30 p. m., when the fire was slackened to one gun
per minute, in obedience to a verbal order from the admiral.
At 4 p. m. ceased firing, and at 4: 45, pursuant to signal, got under-

way and withdrew from action.

During the two days' engagement upward of 800 shells were thrown
from this ship, the effect of which, or that of the firing from the fleet, fur-

ther than the constant clouds of earth and sand from the explosion of

well-directed shell, the conflagration which raged within, the explosion
of one of their magazines, and the silence of their guns, for the want of

proper glasses I could not detect. But my impression is that the fort

could have been taken if an attack had been made by a proper force at

the moment the fleet ceased firing.

My belief was, as also that of the oflBcers of this ship, during the first

part of the night of the 25th, that our troops were in possession of Fort
Fisher.

I am happy to say that none of the enemy's shot struck the Vander-
hilt, and no accident of any kind occurred.

I am proud to add that both officers and crew, without exception,

evinced great coolness and courage.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

O. W. Pickering,
Captain,

Eear-Admiral Datid D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Detailed report of Commander Ammen, U. S. Navy, commanding TT. 8. 8. Uohican.

U. S. S. Mohican,
Off Beaufort, N. C, December 31, 1864,

Admieal: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your

General Order No. 75, directing commanding officers to make their

report in relation to our attacks on Fort Fisher and the adjacent earth-

works, and also a copy of a communication to you from Major-General

Benj. F. Butler, and in regard to some points touched upon you request

an opinion.
At about 11 : 30 a. m. of the 24th, the fleet got underway and stood

in, in line of battle, toward Fort Fisher, bearing about W. S. W. and
some 6 or 7 miles distant. The Mohican was kept closely in position

assigned, following the leading vessel, the frigate Minnesota, and fol-

lowed by the frigate Colorado, and she successively by the other ves-

sels forming the main line.

At about 1 p. m. the Minnesota sheered in out of line and took up
her position at anchor, opening at once on Fort Fisher, some 2,100

yards distant. As per plan of battle, the Mohican was sheered in ahead
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of her, fired slowly on the fort, to get a range, and anchored, then

opened briskly with the whole battery. The fort had opened on the

Minnesota and on the Mohican previous to our anchoring.

The Colorado sheered in ahead of us, letting go kedge astern, and
then anchored and opened fiercely on the fort. The vessels forming

the line then successively, with more or less success, took up their

positions and opened.
The ironclads, led by the New Ironsides, had anchored, a few minutes

preceding the Minnesota, some 500 or 600 yards to the northward and
westward, and were slowly getting their range when we anchored,

and the outer line of vessels moved into position after the main line

had anchored, and opened on the Monnd and several detached case-

mated guns.
The fire from the fort became weak as the vessels anchored and

opened fire. It was soon apparent that they could not work their bar-

bette guns without great loss of life, and the guns' crews no doubt
retreated under shelter with a few exceptions where high travel ses and
favorable angles gave them great protection. Different casemated
guns, particularly those mounted in detached mounds and toward the
Mound, continued to fire slowly and evidently with not much effect,

nor would the position of the guns served favor an effective fire. The
whole body of Fort Fisher was filled with bursting shells, and only at
long intervals, if at all, was a gun fired from the maiji work.

In the meantime, owing to the wind and the set of the tide, I found
that the use of the propeller and the helm would no longer enable me
to bring the broadside to bear, and was obliged to weigh anchor and
maneuver under steam, holding our position as nearly as possible, and
avoiding interfering with the firing ofthe other vessels. After exhaust-
ing all the filled IX-inch shells on board ready for use, the Mohican
was withdrawn from the line at about 4:10 p. m., making signal to
you of the cause, and we commenced filling shells without delay. After
sunset the fleet withdrew and the Mohican ran into line and anchored.
At about 9 a. m. of the 25th the signal was made to get underway

and form line of battle. The Mohican took her position and the fleet
stood in to the attack. When nearly under fire I was directed verbally
from you not to take position until further orders.
The Minnesota, the leading vessel of the main line, proceeded in and

anchored, got underway, and, after various attempts, obtained a well-
chosen position, the main line awaiting her movements. The ironclads
having preceded [us], during this time were in position, firing slowly
and receiving a part of the fire of Fort Fisher.
After the position of the Minnesota -w&a satisfactory I received orders

from youj about noon, to take position close astern of the New Iron-
sides, which I did without delay, firing slowly until a good range was
obtained, then opened brisklyon the fort. I was enabled to see, through
the absence of smoke, that our fire was very effective, delivered at a
short 10-second range. One of the rebels' guns was seen to be dis-
mounted by our fire.

Half an hour after we had anchored the Colorado passed ahead of the
Minnesota and into position, anchoring and delivering a very effective
fire. The whole line soon took position and opened very heavily and
evidently with great effect, driving the rebels from their guns, with a
few exceptions, as those in casemates and other places sheltered and
distant. The position of the Mohican enabled me to see well as I was
first at anchor within half a ship's length of the New Ironsides, and
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finding that anchoring impeded an effective use of the battery, I
weighed, and in delivering fire drifted 100 or 200 yards nearer the fort.
At 2:05 p. m. the supply of the 10 second fuzes and the rifle ammu-

nition was exhausted, and the Mohican was withdrawn from action for
the purpose of obtaining more, speaking the Malvern for the purpose
and obtaining none. Not being directed to go under fire again, we
remained spectators near the Minnesota until about 4 p. m., when I
received orders to aid in debarking troops, and proceeded to execute,
but instead of debarking aided in bringing off the soldiers that had
already reached the shore.

It has not been my lot to witness any operation comparable in force
or in effect to the bombardment of Fort Fisher by the fleet, and I feel
satisfied that any attempt to keep out of their bombproofs or to work
their guns would have been attended with great loss of life to the rebels,
and would have proven a fruitless attempt.
On the first day we delivered 217 IX-inch shells, 69 100-pounder

rifle, and 89 30-pounder rifle shells. On the second day we delivered
103 iX-inch shells, 20 100-pounder rifle, and 25 30-pounder rifle shells,
making a total of 513.

Our firing was eftective as well as rapid, and I have to express my
high appreciation of the ability and zeal of Lieutenant J. D. Marvin,
the executive officer of this vessel, and of Acting Master William Bur-
ditt, whose long and varied professional experience proved useful.
Acting Boatswain Josiah B. Aiken, owing to a deficiency of officers,

had charge of the 100-pounder rifle and served it admirably.
I have to express my satisfaction at the excellent behavior of the

officers and crew, and do not doubt that when the occasion arrives
when they should do so they will stand to their guns as long as enough
men remain to serve them.
In relation to the effect of the fire of the fleet on the fort, I beg leave

to express my congratulations, as I did verbally on meeting you after
the actions. It did not require a visit to the fort to see that enormous
traverses were nearly leveled, as at the S. B. angle. The stockade or
abattis must have been much shattered, and the debris from the par-
apets must have filled in the ditch greatly. I feel satisfied that every-
thing was effected that can be by powerful batteries against a sand-
work, and that we could and can keep the enemy in their bombproofs
pending an advance of troops to the foot of the parapet.
The official letter of General Butler referred to, [which] states that

" General Weitzel advanced his skirmish line within 50 yards of the fort,

while the garrison was kept in their bombproofs by the fire of the navy,
and so closely that three or four men of the picket line ventured upon
the parapet and through the sallyport of the work,'" is, I think, entirely

confirmatory as to the effectiveness of our fire. He adds: "This was
done while the shells of the navy were falling about the heads of the
daring men who entered the work," but appears to forget that at any
given signal from an assaulting column, that this fire would cease and
the enemy be found not defending the parapet but safely stowed away
in bombproofs.

I do not know what more could be asked of naval guns than to afford

a safe approach to the foot of the parapet with no lines of the enemy
drawn np to receive our forces. Beyond that, I suppose everything

would depend upon the relative forces of the combatants and the vigor

of the assault, and although the work might not, in a military sense, be
much Injured, I would think the likelihood of carrying the work would
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be greatly increased by such disposition without loss of life of the

respective forces.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Daneel Ammen,
Commander.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Poktee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Detailed report of Lieatenant-Commander Harris, V. 8, Navy, commanding V. 8. 8. Tantio, in

response to General Order No. 75.

U. S. S. Tantic,
Beaufort, N. C, January 3, 1865.

Sir : In obedience to General Order No. 75, 1 have the honor to sub-

mit the following report of the part this vessel took in the attack on
Fort Fisher, New Inlet, North Carolina, on the 24th-25th December,
1864:
My position on the 24th was to the northward and eastward of Fort

Fisher, distant about 2,000 yards, and [I| was doing good execution
when, at 3 p. m., the 100-pounder rifle burst (having been fired since the
vessel has been in commission bnt 19 times), mortally wounding the
oflicer commanding the division, the captain of the gun, and slightly
wounding 4 of the crew. The vessel being badly shattered, not know-
ing the extent of the damage, and having lost what was designed to be
the most effective gun, I hauled out of fire. Having obtained addi-
tional medical assistance from the Fort Jackson,!, at 4: 30 p. m., again
stood in and opened fire with my only remaining effective guns, the
30-pounder rifle and IX-inch gun.
On the 25th I was assigned the duty of assisting to disembark the

troops and cover the landing.
The accident just mentioned and my nonparticipation in the attack

of the 25th prevent me from giving any decided opinion as to the injury
done the fort as a defensive work. I can not, however, refrain from
giving my testimony as to the accurate and rapid fire of the fleet. No
better confirmation could be required that the navy did their work well
than the fact that the enemy, protected as they were by formidable
works, could only make a very feeble reply.
At 2 o'clock p. m. on the 25th, a portion of the troops was landed

amid deafening and encouraging cheers from the men-of-war and from
the troops still on board the transports, cheers which were echoed by
the fleet by a flre that elicited but a feeble response from the fort. The
landing of the troops was rapid when fairly commenced and everything
seemed to token that the army would soon have possession of the
enemy's works, when, to the surprise and mortification of all. General
Butler stopped the further disembarkation of the troops and gave
orders to reembark those already on shore.

I congratulate you, sir, upon the brilliant share the navy took in the
attack of the 24th and 25th ; the work was well done. Had the army
performed their part, the Federal flag would now be flying over the
ramparts of Fort Fisher, a fitting Christmas present to be side by side
with that of the glorious and gallant Sherman.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant
T. C. Harris,

'

-D . J • , T^ x^ .,
I/ieutenant- Commander.

Kear-Admiral D. D. Poeteb,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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list of casualties, V. 8. B. Yantio.

U. S. S, Yantic,
Off Wilmington, JT. C, December 34, 1864.

Sir: I have to report the following casualties on board this ship
resulting from the bursting of the 100-pounder rifle in the engagement
with Fort Fisher to-day

:

Mortally wounded, 2.—Edward Winnemore, acting ensign, right leg
blown off at the knee and a compound comminuted fracture of the
lower third of the thigh; since died.
James Horton, boatswain's mate, a compound comminuted fracture

of the right foot, leg, and thigh; since died.
Slightly wounded, 3.—Eichard G. Husted, landsman, contusion of

left leg.

Theodore Vannatta, ordinary seaman, face and neck burned by
jwwder.
Eobert Adelton, second-class painter, face and neck burned by

powder.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Wheelee,
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Navy.

Lieutenant-Commander T. G. Harris, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. 8. S. Yantic.

BepoTt of Lientenant-Conunander Harris, TS. S. Navy, commanding IT, S. S. Yantio, regarding
damages to that vessel.

U. S. S. YANI'IC,

OffNew Inlet, North Carolina, December 37, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to report that finding the spar deck had
settled where the beam had been broken by the explosion of the 100-

pounder rifle, I yesterday threw the remaining part of tlie gun over-
board.
The extent of the damage to the ship's side is even greater than that

I first reported. The spirketing for some 4 feet knocked away, one
timber broken, several of the outside planking below the waterways
bulged out from the timbers and broken, and the fighting chocks for

the pivots split and started from the deck.
The damage has been temporarily repaired and boxed in to prevent

the water running into the ship.

When the gun was fired it was trained nearly abeam, and with but
little elevation, or the huge fragments would have gone through the

port boiler and side of the vessel.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. C. Harris,

Lieutenant- Commander.
Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Additional report of Lientenant-Commander Harris, IT. S. ITavy, commanding U. S, S. Yantic,

stating the cause for the withdrawal of that vessel.

U. S. S. Yantio,
Beaufort, N. C, January 4, 1865.

Sir : In your ofQcial report of the attack on Fort Fisher, December
24, 1864, by the fleet under your command, the Yantio is mentioned as
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the only vessel that left the line to report damages. As a wrong inter-

pretation may be placed upon my conduct, I respectfully submit the
following statement: Just prior to the attack I received a verbal order
from you to follow the smaller vessels in, and do as they did. When
they opened fire I did the same, but finding that my shot fell short I

stood in much closer, and in that position was doing good execution
when a signal was reported to me from the flagship, with this vessel's

distinguishing pennant, to close on the leading vessel. Not knowing
which was the leading vessel, and determining to err on the right side,

I stood in close to the New Ironsides and abreast of the monitors and
held that position until I, unfortunately, burst the 100-pounder rifle

gun with considerable damage to the vessel. (The incidents attending
the accident are already in your possession.)

I felt it my duty to communicate this intelligence, and was preparing
to do so by signals when, seeing the Malvern not "a great distance off,

and thinking also that my signals would not be seen for the smoke, I

determined to stand out and report verbally, which I did.
I remained for a time an idle spectator, for my effective gun was

gone. I hesitated to fire the 30-pounder Parrott alter the accident to
the 100-pounder, and, therefore, had only the IX-inch remaining. I,

however, did open fire again, both with the 30-pounder rifle and IX-
inch, and kept it up until the signal was made to retire.

At no time do I consider the Yantic as being out of range of the
enemy's guns, for, while as a looker on, several of his shot struck close
to the vessel. In my interview with you you disclaimed any intention
to reflect upon me or my vessel, and remarked that you had mentioned
me among the rest of the commanders in your second report. For this
I thank you most cordially, but both the Secretary of the Navy and the
public may think I did not perform my duty. An ofQcer's reputation is
all that he has to live for. I feel there is a stigma upon me which will
cling to me while in the service.

I ask you, admiral, in justice to me, to my vessel, and to the officers
and crew I command, to correct your original report.

With high respect, I am, your obedient servant,

T. C. Harris,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Letter from Bear-Admiial Porter, TT. 8. Kayy, to Lieatenant-Commander Harris, U. S. Hayy
Commandiiig IT. 8. S. Yantio, referring to the withdrawal of that vessel.

Flagship Malvern,
Beaufort, N. C, January 6, 1865.

Sir : I have received your communication of the 4th of January, 1865
in relation to the report I made of the action of the 24th ultimo, in which
the Yantic was mentioned as having been the only vessel that left the
line to report damages.
If any wrong impression should be given out by this report it is cor-

rected in my letter to the honorable Secretary of the Navy of the Slst
ultimo.

My mentioning your leaving the line was to show the little damage
that had been done to the vessels of the squadron by the enemy's fire
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and not to reflect on yourself, officers, or crew. As the enemy was not
firing at the time there was no particular danger to be apprehended
from his guns. I don't suppose that anyone will attach any importance
to the fact that you left the line to report damages, as the damages may
naturally be supposed to be serious, and a paragraph in my general
order of battle provides for such an emergency.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
Lieutenant-Commander T. 0. Harris,

Commanding U. S, S. Yantic, off Beaufort, N. G.

Report of laeutenant-Commander Sioard, IT. S. Navy, commanding IT. S. 8. Seneca, in response to

General Order Ko. 76.

U. S. S. Senega, Beceunher 31, 1864.

Admiral: I would respectfully report that in the actions of the 24th
and 25th instant, this vessel was with the vessels on the extreme right
that were operating with the ironclads.

It was evident from the first half hour of the engagement that the
enemy did not intend seriously to reply to the fire of the fleet. This
vessel fired 122 Xl-inch shells, and 140 20-pounder Parrott shells at the
northeast face of Fort Fisher during the two days' bombardment.
Our division fired quite slowly on the second day, and as I was quite

close to the fort in the afternoon, and only fired at long intervals, the
euemy fired at me several times with a heavy rifle, which, however, did
no damage, being evidently hurriedly pointed. This gun could have
been silenced in a few minutes if the vessels had chosen to throw away
shot on it, and, as it was, by an occasional shot from the division it soon
ceased its fire. I refrained from firing much toward the close of the
second day's work, because I expected an assault by the troops and I
wished to save my shrapnel for the purpose of covering their advance.

I was much disappointed that the army did not make an attempt on
the fort. I saw the advance of a skirmish line and of a reserve (com-
prising in all about 80 men). They advanced quite close to the work
(within pistol shot); after that I lost sight of them, until I saw two
returning along the beach with the flag of the tort (which had been
shot away about an hour previously by a monitor).

At dusk, and for a short time after, there was some musketry firing

between this skirmish lina and the fort, but up to dark no attempt was
made by any adequate body of the army to assault the fort.

It is my opinion that the fire of the fort was completely under the
control of the fleet, and that we could stop it whenever we chose (as the
fire by the two frigates on the afternoon of December 25 abundantly
showed). In fact the fort was silent nine-tenths of the time that we
were engaging it. I am furthermore of the opinion that the fort conld
not hold out against a combined attack of the army and navy.

I think it a good proof of the effectiveness of the fire of the fleet, that

though our skirmishers advanced so close to the fort, no serious fire was
opened on them. Indeed, I do not know from my own observation (and
I was in a good position to see) that they were fired on at all in this

first advance, and I scarcely think that the enemy would have suffered

his flag to be upon the ground so long after it was shot away (though

he must have known that we were landing troops, and that from the
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flag's position it was very liable to capture) unless he had been fearful

to venture out and recover it under our fire.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
MONTG^OMEEY SiCAED,

Lieutenant- Commander, Commanding U. 8. S. Seneca.

Bear-Admiral David D. Poetbe,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Seport of lientenant-Conunander Chandler, V. S. Kavy, commanding XT. 8. 8. Haumee.

U. S. S. Mattmee,
Beaufort, N. C, December 29, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that this vessel joined in the attack

on Fort Fisher on the 24th instant and retained her station until the
fleet withdrew for the night.

On the 25th got into position as soon as the Colorado anchored and
commenced firing. Soon after was recalled by signal and ordered to

assist in landing the troops. The officers in charge of the boats informed
me that the soldiers expressed their mortification at being obliged to go
on board the transports again, and if they could have followed their own
inclinations I feel almost certain that Fort Fisher would now be ours.

No casualties occurred on board this vessel, and the officers and men
performed their duties faithfully and well.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. Chandlee,

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Bepoit of Lientenant-Commander Chandler, U. 8. Navy, commanding V. 8. 8. Haumee, in
response to Gnneral Order No. 76.

TJ. S. S. Maxjmee,
Beaufort, N. C, December 30, 1864.

SiE: In obedience to General Order No. 75, I have the honor to
make the following report:
The position of this vessel in the line of battle on the 24th and 25th

instant was favorable for observing the firing of the fleet. Many of
our shells burst within the earthworks, and on both days the response
was very feeble, considering the number of guns mounted. As far as
I saw, only a few casemated guns on the southeast face of Fort Fisher
fired, and only at intervals of from fifteen minutes to three-quarters of
an hour. On the 25th, after a few rounds, nearly all the shot and shell
from the ironclads landed in the fort or parapet, and the other vessels
engaged fired with accuracy and coolness, driving the enemy from their
barbette guns and plunging shot into the earthworks. I might have
gone upon the parapet and gained information as to the extent of dam-
age sustained by the fort, apparently without much danger, but as I
was under the impression that the troops were sent there for that pur-
pose, I did not make the reconnoissance, and consequently am unable to
report upon the subject. I shall always believe that if Fort Fisher had
been assaulted on the afternoon of the 25th instant by the troops under
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General Butler's command, it would have been taken and held with
very small loss.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. Chandler,

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Bepoit of Captain Alden, IT. S. Navy, commanding V. 8. S. Brooklyn.

U. S. S. Brooklyn,
Off Beaufort, N. C, December 30, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of General Order
Ko. 75, which not only calls upon commanding oflQcers to give you a
report of the part they took in the action of the 24th and 25th instant,

but also their impressions as to the damage done to the enemy's works,
the eflect of our firing, and the defensibility of the fort after we had
finished the bombardment.
On the first day, the 24th, this ship was in line of attack and opened

fire on Fort Fisher at 12 : 50 p.m.,being thenwithin good 10-second range.
The fire was kept up, with occasional intermissions for the men to rest,

till 5:15 (more than four hours), when darkness intervened and the
signal was made to retire. The enemy's fire during the whole of that
time was much less than that of one of our large ships; an occasional
shot was fired from Fort Fisher; a very feeble and desultory reply to

our fire was kept up by the forts between the main work and the
Mound battery, which latter was heard from but five or six times dur-

ing the whole afternoon. In a word, lam satisfied from past experi-

ence that if this ship, or any one of the larger ones, could have gotten
near enough, say within 200 or 300 yards, she would not only have
silenced their batteries fully and entirely, but would have driven every
rebel from the point.

On the second day, the 25th, this ship was sent to silence some of the

enemy's earthworks which were contiguous to the place fixed upon for

the disembarking of the troops, to shell the woods, and to cover their

landing. The first troops landed at about 2 p. m. Sent all our boats

to assist. At 4 o'clock, just two hours after the landing commenced,
the general commanding came alongside this ship and said: "It has

become necessary to reembark the troops. Will you send your boats to

assist?" You can judge of my surprise at the turn aftairs had taken,

for at that moment everything seemed propitious. The bombardment
was at its height, little or no surf on the beach, and no serious indica-

tions of bad weather; still, the order for retiring had gone forth, and
our boats were employed till very late (the launch not returning till

next morning) in reembarking the troops, the surf not interfering seri-

ously with operations till near midnight, when it became impossible to

land with any safety. Much dissatisfaction, I am told, was shown by
the soldiers and their ofiBcers when they were informed that they were

to reembark, and it was with some diflQculty that they could be made
to get into the boats. They were loud in their denunciations of the

order turning them back, saying they had gone there to take the fort

and they were going to do it before they left, etc.

The next day, the 26th, the surf was too high for safe transit from

the shore, and this vessel was employed in making a reconnoissance of
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the enemy's works. Nothing near was discovered, however, and after

exchanging a few shots with Fort Fisher we returned to the anchorage
for the night. The following day all our boats were sent, and after

some difficulty the remaining troops were safely embarked.
I have endeavored in the above to give you my ideas of the effect of

our fire on the enemy's works, which was to almost silence them. In
regard to the damage done, it is, under the circumstances, impossible
for anyone to tell without a closer inspection, for, as you remember at
Forts Jackson and St. Philip^ everything from the outside seemed in
statu quo; hardly any trace of injury was apparent, but on entering and
looking around, the terrible effect of the bombardment was manifest at
every turn. So, too, at Fort Morgan, little or no injury could be dis-

covered from without, but upon close examination it was found that
almost every gun or its carriage was seriously damaged, if not entirely
destroyed.
Now as to the "defensibility" of the fort: The rebels, I am satisfied,

considered from the moment that our troops obtained a footing on the
shore that the work (battered as it was) was untenable, and were
merely waiting for someone to come and take it. The general com-
manding furnished us with proof of that fact, T think, in his letter to
you informing you of his determination to withdraw, a copy of which
you sent me. H e says that " three or four men ventured upon the para-
pet and through the sally port of the work, capturing a horse which
they brought off' * * • and also brought away from the parapet
the flag of the fort." This was all done in open day and without resist-
ance, if indeed there was anybody there who was disposed to question
their right to such trophies. From that and other concurrent testi-
mony, I am satisfied that if our troops had not been stopped in their
triumphal march toward Fort Fisher, they would have been in it before
dark, and in quiet possession without firing a shot.

With great respect, I am, your obedient servant,
James Alden,

Captain.
Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,

Commanding Forth Atlantic Squadron.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Havy, to Captain Alden, V. S. Wavy, regarding measures
for the reembarking of soldiers.

[December 26, 1864.]
Dear Alden : We nmst get those poor devils of soldiers off to-day

or we will lose them ; they are starving for want of provisions and water
1 want yon to go in and see what the Brooklyn can do. Eig a large raft
out of spars, get the end of a hawser on shore to them, and with another
hawser to the raft you can get them through the surf: or lash two boats
together and let them drop in. Get provisions to them (and water) at
all hazards. ^ '

I know the sailors are not all dead on board the BrooUyn, and youcan do It. I send a tug for you to use. Anchor her securely outside
the breakers and drift the raft in, and let them haul out to the tug,when the boats will take them off; and won't I be glad to get xid ofthem; ain't a soldier troublesome? Go at it as soon as It is liehtenough; we can have them all off by 12; there are 700 on shore

Tours, very truly,

D. D. POETBB.
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Beport of Commander Beaumont, U. S. Navy, commanding tf. S. 8. Mackinaw.

U. S. S. Mackinaw,
Beaufort, N. C, December 27, 1864.

Sib : I have the honor to sabmit to you the following report of the
part taken by this vessel in the attack on the rebel Fort Fisher and
batteries at New Inlet, North Carolina, on the 24th and 25th instant,

by the fleet under your command.
At 7:15 a. m., in obedience to general signal, got underway and

steamed to the westward to take the position assigned me in the plan
of battle. In obedience to orders, at 9 : 55 a. m., took the Seneca in tow,
when the starting bar of our engine broke, causing a delay in starting
of thirty-five minuteb. At 10:.SO started the engine and towed the
Seneca to or near her station, when she cast ofl".

At 12:25 p. m. took my station in line, the Minnesota leading. At 1

p. m. the TJ. S. S. New Ironsides opened fire on Fort Fisher, when the
engagement became general. At 2:25 p. m. a 150-ponnder rifle shot
struck the vessel at the water line, 1 foot forward of No. 2 starboard
port forward, free of the starboard boiler, which had been relieved of
its steam pressure before going into action, passing through the for-

ward bunker and entering the port boiler, which caused the steam and
water to escape, thereby severely scalding 8 men in the fire room and
3 marines at No. 2 IX-inch gun, which had been shifted to the star-

board side. Continued firing on the batteries until 5 p. m., when, in

obedience to general signal, we withdrew for the night. On the 25th
instant, at 9 : 05 a. m., in obedience to general signal, got underway. At
10 a. m. received orders to follow the Iosco, Commander John Guest.
Immediately took our position in line of double enders and stood to the
westward. At 12 : 40 p. m. commenced firing on the Mound Fort. At
1:45 p. m. our after 100-pounder Parrott rifle burst, instantly killing

Acting Ensign John S. Griscom, officer of the gun, and wounding
severely Joseph Heard, ordinary seaman, captain of the gun. Ceased
firing at 2:40 p. ui., in obedience to signal from the Iosco ; sent three

boats with grapnels to drag for torpedoes. At 4 p. m. the boats

returned. At 4 : 30 p. m., in obedience to signal from the Iosco, fol-

lowed her to the north and eastward, and at 6 p. m. anchored.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. C. Beaumont,
Gommander.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of the engineer in charge on board the XT. S. S. Mackinaw.

U. S. S. Mackinaw, December 24, 1864.

Sir: I have to report that during the attack to-day on Fort Fisher

(about 2:35 p. m.) a 7-inch shell struck this vessel a little forward of

forward coal bunker; passing through the bunker it penetrated the for-

ward inboard corner of port boiler and lodged in forward tube box,

cutting off" about sixty tubes. The hole made by the shell is 8 by 18

inches. The fires in furnace of both boilers were almost entirely extin-

guished by the water and steam escaping, and the men on duty in fire
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room badly scalded. I started fires again in starboard furnaces and
raised steam on that boDer.

BespectfuUy, your obedient servant,
Jefferson Young,

First Assistant Engineer, U. 8. Navy, in Charge.

Commander J. 0. Beaumont, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mackinaw.

Beport of Commander Beaumont, IT. S. Navy, commanding V. 8. B. Mackinaw, giving list of

woimded, December 24.

TJ. S. S. Mackinaw,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, December 24, 1864.

Sir : In obedience to General Order No. 53, 1 respectfully inform you
that the following-named men were wounded on board this vessel in the

attack to-day on Fort Fisher

:

John Smith, first-class fireman, scalded severely.

James H. Sullivan, second-class fireman, scalded severely.

John Kerner, first-class fireman, scalded slightly.

Michael Burns, second-class fireman, scalded slightly.

Thomas McBride, coal heaver, scalded slightly.

Cornelius Kirby, coal heaver, scalded slightly.

Samuel Smith, coal heaver, scalded slightly.

Paul Lieutard, private, marine, scalded slightly.

Nicholas Miller, private, marine, scalded slightly.

James McDermott, scalded slightly.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. C. Beaumont,

Commander.
Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Bepoit of Commander Beanmont, V. S. Kavy, commanding V. S. 8. Mackinaw, in response to
General Order No. 7S.

U. S. S. MACKINAW,
Beaufort, N. C, December 31, 1864.

Sir : In obedience to your order of the 30th instant, I would respect-
fully state, in addition to my report already rendered regarding the
part taken by this vessel in the attack upon the rebel forts and batteries
at New Inlet, North Carolina, on the 24th and 25th instant, that the
fire from the guns of the fleet under your command was so rapid and
effective as to paralyze and render feeble and inefBcient the fire of the
enemy's batteiies.

Feeling satisfied from the effects of our fire that a hearty cooperation
on the part of our land forces was only necessary to the complete suc-
cess of the expedition, it was with great astonishment and mortifica-
tion that I learned on the evening of the 25th instant that they were
being withdrawn.

I am happy to be able to say that on the above occasion all under my
command cheerfully and zealously performed their duty.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. C. Beaumont,
Commander.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Beport of Captain Taylor, IT. S. Navy, commanding 11. S. 8. Jnniata.

TJ. S. S. Juniata (Second Eate),

Off Beaufort, X. C, December 30, 1864.

Sib : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your General
Order No. 75, and I rise from my sick bed to give it an instant reply

:

The part that this ship took in the actions of the 24th and 25th instant
was as follows: On each day she took the position assigned to her in
your plan of battle and kept up a constant fire upon Fort Fisher, from
the moment of anchoring until ordered to withdraw.
On the 24th, after having been engaged about an hour, she moved

from her first anchorage in company of several other ships, by your
order, to a position nearer to the fort, thus rendering her fire more effec-

tive. During the two days she fired 681 shells, all but 17 of which
were deliver^ by 7 guns. After obtaining the ran ge, the firing appeared
to me like target practice.
The falling of the shells of the fleet was so incessant that the enemy

was frequently unable to return our fire for long intervals. Several
conflagrations occurred in the fort, and I saw one explosion. It was
my impression that we had done much injury to the works, as it is

impossible for me to conceive that such a weight of fire, so long con-

tinued, and falling so accurately, could have left them substantially

uninjured.
I was very much surprised and disappointed on learning that the

troops had reembarked. I saw no attack by them which looked like

an earnest one, and for a time I entertained a hope that the fort had
proved an easy capture, from the feebleness of the musketry firing, so

long as we remained within sight and hearing of it.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. BOGEBS TATIiOB,

Captain, U. 8. Navy.
Eear-Admiral D. D. Poeteb, U. S. Navy,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Beaufort, N. C.

Beport of Captain Taylor, U. S. Navy, commanding IT. S. 8. Jnniata, forwarding reports of

casnaltieg.

TJ. S. S. Juniata (Second Rate),

Off Beaufort, N. C, December 27, 1864.

SiE : I have the honor to enclose herewith the following papers, viz

:

First. The surgeon's reports of killed and wounded during the

engagements of the 24th and 25th instant, with Fort Fisher.

Second. The engineer's report* of injuries in his department.

Third. The gunner's report* and an account of ammunition expended.

Fourth, The carpenter's report.*

No other injuries were sustained by this ship.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. Eogees Taylob,
Captain, U. 8. Navy.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Poeteb, U. S. Navy,
Commanding North Atlantic 8quadron, U. 8. Flagship Malvern.

* Not found.

N W E—VOL 11 21
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[Encloanres.]

TJ, S. S. Juniata,

Off Wilmington, N. G., December 24, 1864.

Sie: The following is a list, of the killed and wounded in to-day's

engagement with the forts iiud batteries ashore. All the casaalties

were occasioned by the bursting of the 100-pounder Parrott gun

:

Killed.

1. Lieutenant D. D. Wemple, both legs crushed, a wound (punctured)
in the left hypochondriac region, and concussion cerebri.

2. Second Lieutenant Marines Jones Pile, knocked overboard by »
piece of the gun or its carriage and probably killed by concussion
cerebri; also the left arm and shoulder broken.

3. Theodore Abos, second-class fireman, left leg, thigh, hip, arm, and
forearm fractured; soft parts extensively lacerated; killed by hemor-
rhage and shock.

4. Henry Payne, captain forecastle, both thighs broken, cavity of
the pelvis, and part of the abdomen opened; death by shock.

5. James D. Ennels, first-class boy, left leg and thigh shattered and
lacerated; died shortly after amputation. Total killed, 5.

Wounded.

1. Paymaster Caspar Schenck, compound fracture of the left tibia.
2. William Kennedy, marine, fracture right tibia.

3. Charles Winters, quarter gunner, contusion (slight).

4. Joseph Tye, coxswain, powder burn.
5. William Arnall, second-class fireman, powder burn.
6. Orrin B. Patchin, landsman, powder burn.
7. John Cogan, ordinary seaman, powder burn (severe).
8. Thomas Mahoney, ordinary seaman, deafened.
All the wounded are likely to do well.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Albeet C. Goegas,

Surgeon, V. 8. Navy.
Captain William Rogers Taylor,

Commanding U. S. S. Juniata, off Wilmington, N. G.

U. S. S. Juniata,
Off Wilmington, N. G., December 25, 1864.

Sir: The following is a list of the wounded on board this ship in
to-day's engagement with the forts and batteries ashore.
All the wounds are from splinters, occasioned by shot coming through

the ship's side on the berth deck.
1. William Gillam, coal heaver, contusion of the left side of the head

and face.

2. David Conner, captain's cook, contusion of the back and several
slight flesh wounds from small splinters.

3. George H. Oarpenter,landsman, contused wound of the right elbow.
These are all slight wounds and are likely to do well.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Albeet O. Goegas,

^ i • -rrr ^ Surgeov,.
Captain William Eogees Tayloe,

Gom.man(ling V. 8. 8. Juniata.
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Bepoit of lieutenant Seed, 11. 8. Navy, of im'aries received by the TJ. S. S. Pawtnzet.

U. S. S. Pawtuxet,
Off Wilmington, N. C, December 27, 1864.

Sib: The damages received by this steamer iu bombarding the
deleuses near Wilmington, N. 0., December 24 and 25, are as follows:

Boatswain's dqtartment.

Fore shroud (iron wire), port side, fore sheer iron ratlines, starboard,
fore trysail brails, starboard, first cutter's topping lifts, starboard, cut
away by shell.

Carpenter's department.

First cutter, starboard side, forward, damaged by shell (badly); gig,
starboard side, aft, damaged by shell; fore bulwarks and waterways
(port side) damaged by shell.

Carried away by the U. S. ship Ticonderoga's dropping foul of this
steamer: Fure hammock nettings, top rails, and bulwarks stove in on
starboard side; 14 stanchions and timbers, etc., broken and badly
sprung close to waterways on starboard side, forward; waterways,
lower timbers, and planking sprung on starboara side forward; breech-
ing and side-tackle bolts, gun No. 2 starboard side, forward, driven in
and sprung (unserviceable); the remains of the first cutter stove in and
carried away.

Gunner's departmait.

Two elevating screws for 100-pounder rifle broken (and unfit for
further use).

Very respectfully,

Allen V. Reed,
Lieutenant and Executive Oficer.

Commander J. H. Spotts,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Pawtuxet.

Abstract log of the TJ. S, 8. Pawtnzet, Commander Spotts, V. B. Havy.

December 24.—(Off Fort Fisher. ) At 1 : 45 a. m. saw a flash and heard
the report of an explosion bearing W. by N. At 2 hove short. At 3
got underway. At 6:45 the flagship signaled. Got underway and
steamed toward the land with the rest of the fleet. From 8 to meridian

:

Steamed according to the order of the flagship. At 12 the flagship
signaled "prepare for action." At 12:55 p.m. the engagement com-
menced by the New Ironsides shelling Fort Fisher. At 2 came into

action astern of the Ticonderoga and outside the New Ironsides. Ee-
<!eived a shot that went through the first cutter and passed out through
the port bulwarks. At 3 : 30 flagship signaled; retired from action and
steamed for flagship. Had a collision with the Ticonderoga. Stove in

starboard bulwarks forward and the first cutter. Cut the boat from
the davits. At 4 p. m. came into action ahead of the Juniata and kept
up a deliberate firing on the Mound. At 5 the fleet withdrew from
action.

December 25.—At 10 a. m. the flagship signaled. Got underway and
stood in for Fort Fisher. At 12, meridian, was ordered by the admiral
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to follow the Iosco. At 12:15 p. m. commenced firing at the Mound
batteries. At 3: 30 sent second cutter in charge of an officer with 3

grapnels to drag for torpedoes and with 6 20-gallon breakers strapped

and with ropes and 6 stands of grape to buoy out the channel. At 4 : 16

boat returned. At 5:45 sent the launch and second cutter in charge
of officers and properly armed to embark troops.

December 26.—At 8 : 30 a. m. flagship signaled. Got underway and
steamed in toward the beach in order to cover the embarkation of

troops.

BepoTt of Captain Bidgely, IT. S. Kavy, commanding IT. S. 8. Shenandoah.

U. S. S. Shenandoah,
Off Beaufort, N. C, December 31, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report the part taken by the Shenandoah in

the bombardment of Fort Fisher and the batteries at Few Inlet on the
24th and 25th instant:

The Shenandoah was signaled when in line of battle to come within
hail of the admiral, and was ordered by him to take a position near the
Ironsides and open on the batteries of Fort Fisher.

The position was immediately taken and this ship commenced firing

at Fort Fisher with two rifles and two Xl-inch guns, the shells falling

inside of Fort Fisher, apparently with good effect.

At 2 p. m. a large fire broke out within the fort. At 3 : 10 the flag of
the fort was shot away by the fleet. At 3: 50 p. m. was ordered by the
admiral to go closer in. We steamed in and anchored head and stern
close to the Ironsides and MonadnocTc.
We fired from the new position with deliberation and good effect.

At 5 : 10 p. m. signal was made to retire firom action, when this ship
withdrew.
The fire from Fort Fisher during the bombardment this day was very

slack and feeble. A few shot fell near the monitors and a few went
over us.

The conflagration in the fort seemed to be of considerable extent and
continued until after nightfall. The shells of the fleet were exploding
on the parapet and inside of the fort so rapidly that it was difficult
to make out what guns they were using.
One shot carried away our stern ladder during the bombardment this

day.
On the morning of the 25th instant got underway with the fleet in

line of battle. At 2 p. m. the admiral signaled to the Shenandoah to
await further orders. Twenty minutes afterwards we were ordered to
take position ahead of the Juniata.
We anchored a ship's length ahead of the Juniata and three ship's

length outside of a wreck on the bar and opened deliberately on a water
battery to the west of Fort Fisher of four guns.
We succeeded in silencing three of the guns which were not used

again during the engagement.
To the westward of this battery was another of two guns, that seemed

to be casemated. They fired very slowly but in good line.
The shells from one of them fell a few yards short of us and the

others just over us.

The firing from the guns on the Mound was very slow, and with so
much elevation they went over the fleet.

We succeeded in exploding a 150-pounder rifle shell near the too of
the Mound, *^
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At 4: 35 p. m. was ordered to withdraw and stand outside of the
Minnesota.
At 4

: 46 p, m. a large fire broke out just in the rear of the batteries,
which continued until after night.
Between Fort Fisher and the Mound batteries we could discern two

guns dismounted by the fire of the fleet.

After the second day's bombardment 1 could see nothing more for the
navy to do than await the assault by the land forces, which did not
take place as I expected.

It affords me much gratification to speak of the cool bearing of Lieu-
tenant S. W, Nichols, the executive officer, and the other officers and
crew of this ship during the two days' bombardment.

I enclose a memorandum* of the expenditure of ammunition on the
24th and 25th instant.

I am, very respectfully, etc.,

Danl. B. Eidgely,
Captain, U. S. Navy.

Bear-Admiral David D. Pobtes,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Beport of Commodore Godon, V. 8. Kavy, commanding fourth diviaion, regarding the
operations of the IT. S. S. Susquehanna.

U. 8. Frigate Susquehanna,
Off Fort Fisher, N. C, December 28, 1864.

SlE : I have the honor to make the following report on the movements
of this ship during the engagement of the 24th and 25th of December
with Fort Fisher and batteries

:

At about meridian of the 24th instant, in obedienceto general signal,

I fell into line of battle, and in regular order drew into my station as
per plan of attack, opening fire from my starboard battery of eight
JX-inch guns and two 150-pounder rifles at 2 o'clock. I did not, how-
ever, get fairly placed with anchors down until 3 o'clock, when I con-
tinued a smart fire until ordered out of action at 5:30 p. m.
The firing from Fort Fisher was not sustained and was often silenced

for a considerable time. The distance, however, seemed too great,

although the practice was good and kept the fire of the enemy down.
On the 25th I did not get in position until 2: 20 p. m., when I tried

my rifle range at about 1,700 yards, and anchored within half a ship's

length on the starboard bow of the Colorado, as directed by verbal
order, and opened with the IX-inch guns most eftectively, using but
one division at a time.

The enemy's fire, as on the day before, was feeble and not sustained,

and was several times silenced for half an honr.

Held my position until ordered to withdraw at 4:55, but afterwards

steamed up to Minnesota's stern and remained there with a slight

renewal of my fire until ordered to retire from action and reserve am-
munition, then growing short, for the assault.

Although fairly exposed, received but few hits and no damage of the

slightest consequence. The enemy's practice was bad on both days,

owing, I presume, to the steady and well-directed fire of the large ships

and ironclads.

•Not found.



326 NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

From my position on the wheelhouse overlooking my entire battery,

I had every officer and man under my observation, and I have sincere

pleasure in testifying to the fine bearing, zeal, and gallantry of the
divisional ofiBcers, viz, Lieutenant Bartlett and Acting Ensign Ehoades,
of the first division ; Lieutenant Brown, commanding second division;

Acting Ensign Laycock, commanding third division; Acting Master
Porter, commanding fourth division, and First Lieutenant William
Wallace, who, with his fine company of marines, handled most effect-

ively two extra IX-inch guns.
Lieutenant-Commander Blake, my executive officer, is all I can desire

in battle—cool and collected, calm and intelligent. He is my right-

hand man.
I also beg to call special attention to Ensign Preble, the master of

this ship, who, whether under fire or any other circumstances, has
proved himself without a superior in intelligence or ability on board
the vessel.

My aid. Master's Mate Cooper, was prompt in answering signals and
in his spare moments used the 12 pounder howitzer on the hurricane
deck with effect.

Thanks to the officers of the ])owder division, Acting Ensign Bern-
bum, Gunner Waugh, and Sailmaker Holbrook, the ammunition was
promptly supplied throughout the engagement.
The engines, under the control of Chief Engineer Johnson and his

able assistants, were at all times ready for duty.
Boatswain Z. Whitmarsh and Carpenter J. E. Miller, stationed in the

master's division, not only performed their own duties with intelligence,
but gave valuable aid wherever they could.
The subordinate officers of the divisions, the captains of the guns and

their spirited crews have my thanks for their labors those two days.
In short, I have every reason to believe that in action this ship will

always be found efficient, wherever she may be placed.
If no more satisfactory results were obtained by the fleet from the

operations of the 24th and 25th, we must look to the Army for cause.
The Navy seems to have sustained itself.

I forward herewith the report of injuries to the hull and rigging, as
also gunner's report of expenditure of ammunition. The reports of
the commanding officers in this division will be forwarded as soon as
received.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

„ :, „ S. W. GODON,
Commodore, Commanding Fourth Division North Atlantic Squadron.
Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

[Enclosnres.]

•

XT. 8. 8. Susquehanna,
Off Beaufort, N. C, November [December], 30, 1864.

Sir: I respectfully report that during the attack on Fort Fisher the
only casualty occurring in the engine department was a damage to the
smokestack, a round shot having gone completely through it

Very respectfully,

John Johnson,

Commodore S. W. Godon,
Chief Engineer.

Commanding Fourth Division North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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U. S. Frigate Susquehanna,
Off Beaufort, N. C, December 30, 1864.

Sib : I have the honor to make the following report of the casualties
in my department during the action of the 24th and 2otb : Main lift

shot away; both maintopmast stays (chain), foretop bowlines. With
the above exceptions, no other damage done to anything appertaining
to my department.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Z. Whitmaksh,

Boatswain.
Lieutenant-Commander F. B. Blake.

U. S. S. Frigate Susquehanna,
Off Beaufort, JV. 0., December 30, 1864.

Sir : 1 have the honor to make the following report of damages this

ship sustained in the engagement of Fort Fisher and batteries on the
24th and 25th instant:
On the starboard afterguard, frame and joiner work nearly torn off",

and inside of nettings, from the concussion by the continual firing of
the guns.
The first cutter and barge were so damaged by the concussion as to

be unserviceable and beyond repairs.

The gig was also torn apart by a hawser leading astern, which was
entirely unavoidable.
A shell from the enemy exploded outside of the wheelhouse, of which

a piece struck the shot rack and deck of the engine-room hatch on the

starboard side.

All of which is submitted.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jos. E. Miller,
Carpenter.

Lieutenant-Commander F. B. Blake.

Report of Commander Frailey, V. S. Navy, commanding IT. 8. 8. Tiuoarara.

n. S. S. TUSCAROBA,
Off Wilmington, N. C, December 27, 1864.

Sib: In compliance with general signal just made, I am gratified to

state that though shot and shell from the enemy fell during the two
days' bombardment in every direction around me, none struck the ship,

nor have I to report any casualty.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. Madison Frailbt,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Captain Steedman, IT. 8. Navy, commanding TJ. 8. 8. Ticonderoga.

TJ. S. S. Ticonderoga,
Off Beaufort, N. C, December 30, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your signal on

the 24th instant to form line of battle, I took my station in the second
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line and continued with the fleet, which stood in for the batteries on

Federal Point, when at 2: 30 I received your verbal orders to take posi-

tion near the N'ew Ironsides, which was accordingly done, and I opened

Are with starboard gnus on Fort Fisher.

At 3 : 15 p. m. an unfortunate accident occurred, caused by the burst-

ing of the 100-pounder Parrott rifle into fragments, wounding Acting

Volunteer Lieutenant L. G. Vassallo (atthe time coolly sighting the gun)

and killing 8 men and wounding 12 others severely. A few moments
after this I received and obeyed your orders to go nearer the N'ew Iron-

sides, and a continuous and eflective fire was kept up until your signal

was made at 4: 60 p. m. to withdraw from battle.

I regret to report that during the afternoon the gunboat Pawtuxet

collided with me, doing some injury.

On the 25th instant, after putting the killed and wounded on board
of the hospital ship Fort Jackson, in accordance to orders, I took my
position in line of battle, and at 2:40 p. m., in obedience to signal,

placed this ship on the port bow of the Colorado, and port quarter of

the Susquehanna, anchoring head and stern. An effective flre was then
opened from the starboard guns at about 1,800 yards distance from the

fort, which was continued until 4 : 30 p. m., when my supply of ammu-
nition falling short, I withdrew from action without having received

the slightest injury.

On the afternoon of the 25th the flre of the fleet was very effective,

and so severe as to silence the enemy's guns for nearly an hour. The
works were very much damaged, almost every shell going into them.
From my point of view 1 thought their condition was such that had a
vigorous assault been made during the night they might have been
carried.

It gives me great pleasure to mention my entire satisfaction with the
conduct of the officers and men under my command during the engage-
ment. Amidst the depressing effect caused by the bursting of the Par-
rott gun and the loss of 20 of the crew, I could not but admire the
intrepidity of the men in working their guns under the enemy's flre.

1 would call your attention especially to the gallant conduct of Wil-
liam Shipman (coxswain), who, as captain of No. 2 gun, was stationed
near the Parrott rifle when the accident took place. This man, seeing
the effect produced by the explosion, at once encouraged those around
him by exclaiming, "Go ahead, boys; this is only the fortune of war!"
He richly deserves a medal at the hands of the Department. The con-
duct of Ensign W. W. Maclay and Acting [Master's] M"ates William
Cooper and Edward [A.] Sibell, by their coolness in encouraging the
men at their guns in the midst of the carnage surrounding them, is also
deserving of special mention.
The reports of the different departments of this ship, which have

been duly transmitted, will show the amount of damage received and
the casualties which occurred on board during the two days' operations.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Chas. Steedman,

Captain.
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Oomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Flagship Malvern,
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Beport of Captain Steedman, V. S. Navy, commanding V. 8. S. Ticonderoga, forwarding
additional reports.

U. S. S. TiCONDBROGA,
Off Beaufort, N. C, Decemher27, 1864.

Sir : I beg leave herewith to transmit the following reports, viz

:

l8t. The surgeon's report of killed and wounded during the engage-
ment of the 24th and 25th instant with Fort Fisher.

2d. The gunner's report* and account of ammunition expended.
3d. Boatswain's report.
4th. Carpenter's report.*
No other injuries were sustained.
By the bursting of the lOO-pounder Parrott gun there were 5 men

killed and 4 wounded, belonging to that gun, and 3 killed and 7 wounded,
belonging to the No. 1 IX-inch gun.

1 have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Gharles Steedman, Captain.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

[EBclosurea.]

U. S. S. Ticonderoga,
Off Wilmington, J7. C, December 25, 1864,

Sir : I have to report the following casualties on board this vessel
during the engagement with the batteries and Fort Fisher at Federal
Point, North Carolina, on the 24th day of December, 1864 (caused by
the bursting of our lOO-pounder Parrott gun).

C. J. Clebornb,
Surgeon, If. S. Navy.

Captain Chasles Steedman,
Commanding U. S. S. Ticonderoga, off Wilmington, N. G.

[SabenclosQre.]

Killed.

No. IKame. Kate. How killed.

1 Bythebursting oflOO-pounderFairott gun.
Do.o do

3 Lndwiff E "Wiltz do Do
Charles G. Stitea
James T. Dafify

Do.
<>

6 do Do.
7 do Do.
g William Sinton Do.

Wounded.

No. Name. Bate. Character of wound.

f) Edward B. Bowman ..

Charles Brown10 Compound fracture of left thigh.
Incised wound of richt eyebrow.
Incised wound of left eyebrow and mouth.
Fracture of forearm.

12
13

Loai» G. Vassallo
WiUiam Jones

Acting volunteer lieutenant.

do Wound of left thigh.

1A Wound of left hip.

17 do Abrasion of left hip.

Comelins CoUius
William H.MilUlEen..

Do.
19 Abrasion of left leg.

Total, 8 killed and 11 wounded; grand total, 19.

• Not found.
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U. S. S. TlCONDEEOftA,
Off Beaufort, N. G., December 27, 1864.

Sir : I have to report the followiug iujuries to the rigging of this ship

during the engagement on December 24 and 25 with Fort Fisher, viz:

Port main topgallant backstay cut away; starboard fore-topsail sheets

cut away.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Hbney E. Barnes,
Boatswain.

Captain Charles Steedman,
U. 8. 8. Ticonderoga.

Report of Commander Guest, U. S. Navy, commanding IT. S. S. Iosco.

U. S. S. Iosco,

Off Wilmington, N. C, December J37, 1864.

Admiral: I have to report that on the 24th instant this ship took
the position in the Hue assigned her in general orders in the attack on
the forts on Federal Point. The firing from the ships had soon silenced
the forts and set fire to the quarters. I found but little life in the bat-
teries excepting the Mound, to which I directed my fire and succeeded
in knocking down the rebel flag. This was in return for a shot which
carried away the head of our foremast.
The condition of aft'airs at the forts at this time was such that I am

convinced the troops could have occupied them easily had they been
ashore.
On the 26th I led in this ship, followed by the vessels you had placed

under my orders, to attack the Mound, viz, Tacony, Sassacus, Quaker
City, Ma^ikinaic, Pawtuxet, Osceola, Pontoosuc, Maratanza, and Chippewa,
and approached as near as the water would permit (ICJ feet) on the
edge of the shoal. The pilots refused to go any nearer. After the ves-
sels opened, the fire from the batteries was very feeble. At the Mound
the rebels could be plainly seen running up to the top to fire when we
ceased, and as hastily running down to shelter immediately after.
The boats of the vessels above mentioned were meanwhile, nnder

Lieutenant Cushing, dragging the channel for torpedoes.
At 3 p. m. I received your orders to assist to land troops with the

boats of all the vessels under my orders, which was immediately obeyed
so far as sending the boats, but the di fiBculty was that no soldiers would
land. On the contrary, tlie boats of these vessels were employed in
taking them on board the transports, the rush being so great that in
one case thosewho could not get into the boat hung on to the stern and
were towed off.

The conduct of all on board this vessel was very satisfactory during
the bombardment. The discipline and general eflSciency of the crew are
due to their excellent training by Lieutenant C. L. Franklin execu-
tive oflBcer. Acting Ensign W. Jameson shot away the flagstaff on
the Mound. Acting Assistant Paymaster Scovel volunteered for duty
on deck, which he performed creditably. On the 26th and during the
night, covered the right flank of the army by shelling the woods; 27th
boats embarking troops. '

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
John Guest,

A J • 1 T% r. T. Commander.
Admiral D. D. PoRTEE,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, off Wilmington.
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Abstract log of the Xt. S. S, Quaker City, Commander William F. Spicer.

December 22, 1864.—At 11 a. m. flagship Malvern got underway and
stood to the westward, followed by the Nansemond, with the powder
boat in tow.
December 23.—At 4:30 p. m. steamed ahead in line in company with

the fleet. At 5 : 20 came to anchor. All the fleet came to anchor.
December 24.—At 1 : 15 a. m. a large fire observed bearing W. J N".

At 1 : 45 an explosion occurred and the fire was extinguished. At 7 : 10
got underway and stood W. by N. in company with all the fleet. At 9
piped to quarters, cast loose the battery on both sides, and got ready
for action. At 3. p.-m. got into position and opened fire. At first fire

from the lOO-pounder the muzzle burst about 4 feet from face, a large
piece landing on deck, slightly wounding George F. Locke. Our fire

directed upon Fort Fisher and Mound battery. Made signal to the
Cherokee, her shell exploding near and over us; also the Keystone State.

At 5 : 10 p. m. a shot from the Mound struck on our starboard bow, pene-
trating the planking. At 5 : 20 hove up and stood out in company with
the fleet.

December 25.—At 10 a. m. flagship made signal to us. Steamed along-
side the Malvern; received orders from the admiral to follow the Iosco.

Took up position in line, following the Iosco. At 10:45 the Ironsides
opened flre on the fort. At 11 the Minnesota opened fire ou the fort.

At 11:30 an army transport preparing to land, we steaming toward the
Mound battery, following the Iosco. At 12:35 a small boat in charge
of Lieutenant Gushing stood in toward the Mound. At 1 : 10 p. m. we
opened fire upon the Mound battery, our shots falling short. At 2:05
sent second cutter in charge of Mr. Wilkinson to report to the Iosco.

At 2:26 p. m. received an order from the admiral to cease firing and
drag the channel for torpedoes. Order previously complied with by
order of the Josco. At 4:20 p. m. the Jo«co made signal. Steaming
toward the army transports, the army landing on the beach, the gun-
boats shelling the woods. At 5:30 p. m. set steam and signal lights.

At 5 : 45 the Nansemond brought orders from the admiral to look out for

and take in tow the ironclad Ganonicus if necessary, in case it came on
to blow. Steamed toward the ironclads. At 7 : 10 spoke the Saugus,

asked where the Ganonicus was; also spoke the Ironsides. Stood out
E. S. E. ; si)oke the Mahopac and Monadnock. At 8 found the Ganonicus.

At 8:15 lowered the first cutter to run a hawser to the Ganonicus. At
8:30 the Ganonicus communicated with us; took the hawser onboard
again. At 9 : 15 came to anchor near the Ganonicus. At midnight saw
a flash of guns on the batteries.

December 26.—At 8 a. m. the flagship made signal. Got underway
and stood in for the Saugus. At 8 : 40 spoke the Saugus and sent a boat

to her with orders to heave her anchor up. Hove to near the Saugus,

waiting to take her in tow. At 11 : 45 gave the Saugus our hawser and
started off E. S. B.
December 27.—^At 9 : 30 a. m. sent a boat in to Beaufort. At 3 : 45 p.

m. the Saugus cast off our hawser.

Seport of Captain Sands, V. S. Navy, commanding V. S. 8. Fort Jackson.

U. S. S. FoET Jackson,

Off Beaufort, N. G., December 27, 1864.

Sir: I submit the following report of the part taken by this vessel

under my command in the attack upon Fort Fisher:

At 11 a. m. on the 24th instant, in obedience to signal from the flag-
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ship, formed in line of battle and stood in with the fleet, taking up posi-

tion as the leading ship of the second line, and at 2:10 p. m. anchored
head and stern ahead of the Juniata, as per order and plan of battle,

with the Mound bearing W. J N., and opening upon the batteries

between the Mound and Fort fisher with spar deck rifles, 100 pounder
and 30-pounder, and main-deck IX-inch shell guns. At 2:30 p. m.,

finding that we were dragging our anchor in the quicksand, and that

owing to the crankness of the ship our main-deck guns were not reach-

ing when the spar-deck rifles were pivoted on tlie same side, I hove
up the anchor, and, cutting the stern hawser to prevent fouling the
Juniata, I stood in ahead of her farther in, for a better position nearer
the batteries. At this time the Santiago de Cuba, the senior ship of
the line, made signal to follow her, and we stood around to the north
end ofthe line of battle, taking up position without anchoring near the
ironclads, opening upon the enemy at a shorter range than in our first

position, which we kept up until signal was made to retire.

On our way to our last position we were hailed by the Tantic for

surgical aid, her 100-pounder having burst and disabled part of her
crew. Sent on board Acting Assistant Surgeon O'Callaghan.
Amid the continued shower of shells exploding over the fort and bat-

teries it was impossible to see what execution was done by our own
guns.
The amount of ammunition expended is as follows

:

22 100-pounder shell, Parrott rifle; 35 30-pouuder shell, Parrott rifle:

22 IX-iuch shell.

We have no casualties to report.
On the 25th instant the Fort Jackson was detailed to receive the

killed and wounded of the fleet, after which we stood in for the beach.
Sent oat boats to assist the army in landing, and, in obedience to your
directions, followed them along as they proceeded toward Fort Fisher,
to give you notice of the time of assault, but which not taking place,
we, in obedience to general signal, stood for the anchorage of the fleet
at dark.

Very respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

B. F. Sands,
Captain, U. S. Navy.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Pobtek,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Flagship Malvern.

Beport of Captain Oliason, 11. S. ITavy, commanding V. S. S. Santiago de Cuba, of t^e capture
of Flag Fond batteiy.

U. S. S. Santiago de Cuba,
Off Wilmington, December 2S, 1864.

SiE : I have the honor to report to the admiral that we landed the
troops this day at 1 p. m. in 41 boats, in charge of Lieutenant Nor-
man H. Farqubar, who was with General Curtis, and they were the
first to land. In these boats there were 500 men and oflBcers, all of
whom were landed without any accident whatever. At the time the
troops landed, a white flag was hoisted on Flag Pond battery, a boat
was sent immediately from the Britannia, Tristram Shandy, Howquah
and the Santiago de Cuba. The Britannia^s boat's crew and officer were
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the first to reach the fort, when 64 privates, 1 captain, and 1 lieutenant
surrendered themselves with their arms to the navy. This occurrence
took place before the troops reached the fort. All the prisoners were
then sent on board of this ship as prisoners of war and are now here,
subject to your orders. I herewith enclose you a list of the prisoners.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

O. S. Glisson,
Captain, U. 8. Navy.

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Gommanding North Atlantic Squadron, off Wilmington, N. 0.

BepoTt of Captain OliBson, IT. S. Kavy, commanding U. 8. S. Santiago de Cuba, regarding the
landing of troops.

TJ. S. S. Santiago de Cuba, January i, 1865.

Sir: In obedience to your order of the 30th of December, 1864,

1

have the honor to report to Eear-Admiral David D. Porter that the
U. S. S. Santiago de Cuba took her station on the 24th December, 1864,
as directed on the chart of the plan for the bombardment of Fort
Fisher. We fired 163 projectiles, all of which did good service. This
ship was struck ouce, disabling her wash-deck pumps, this being the
only damage done to this ship.

The fire of the fleet was terrific, and the fort was much damaged,
guns dismounted, quarters burned, one magazine blown up, and guns
silenced and the men driven to their casemates, I feel convinced if an
assaulting party had attempted to enter the fort, it could have been
easily taken on the first day.
On the second day I was ordered to superintend the landing of troops

with an adequate force to have landed all the troops in a very short

time. I stood in close to the beach, and after shelling Half Moon and
Flag Pond batteries, I anchored my vessels in two divisions, leaving

room for the transports to anchor between the two divisions. After

the transports anchored, I ordered the boats to proceed for the troops,

and at the same time I called on General Butler, and I informed him
that I was ordered to assist him in landing the troops, when he
informed me that he was only going to land 500 men. I remarked that

it would be better to land more, as it was probable that we would not

be able to land any the next day, as we might have bad weather.

General Butler then remarked that we had better not land any, but

the order was given to land 500, and I ordered Lieutenant Farquhar to

proceed with the boats to land the troops, and 500 were landed in 41

boats, and the boats returned for more. About 2,000 were landed,

when the order came for the troops to reembark, and we commenced
immediately to take them on board and continued the work until about

10 o'clock, when the surf became so heavy that it was impossible to

land.

The ship lost one of her best boats, and about 700 men were left on

shore during the night of the 25th of December.

The forts had again been silenced and much damage done, and the

fire from the fleet being so heavy that the men were again compelled

to seek safety in their casemates; and had the assaulting party that

approached so near the fort made the attempt I feel convinced that

they would halve been successful. Enclosed you will find the report of
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the amount of ammunition expended. And it gives me much pleasuie

to state that every oflScer and man on board this ship did his duty
in this action.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

O. S. Glisson,
Captain, U. S. Navy.

Eear-Admiral David D. Pobteb,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Beaufort, N. C.

BepoTt of lientenant-Conunander Traxtnn, U. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Tacony, trana-

mitting Ust of casnalties.

TJ. S. S. Tacony,
Beaufort, N. C, December 27, 1864.

Sir : I have to submit the following report of the part taken by this

vessel under my command in the engagement with the rebel fortifica-

tions at New Inlet, North Carolina, on the 24th and 25th instant.

On the 24th instant I took the position assigned this vessel in line

of battle, and at 1 p. m. anchored head and stern opposite Fort Fisher,
distant from it about 2,000 yards, and opened fire upon the fort and
earthworks with the starboard battery, consisting of 3 IX-inch, 2
Xl-inch guns, and 2 12-i)ounder rifled howitzers. Continued engaged
till 4 : 50 p. m., when I hauled ofl" in obedience to signal from the flag-

ship, without damage to the vessel or loss of men.
On the 25th instant again took position assigned, and at 12 o'clock

(meridian) opened fire with the same battery as used on the 24th instant.
This time our fire was directed principally at the Mound or Battery
Lamb. Continued engaged lill 1:38 p. m., wlien we ceased firing and
sent the cutter, under Acting Master Rudolph Sommers, and the
launch, under Acting Ensign James B. Taney, to drag and buoy out
thechannel. While theboats were thus engaged, theenemy's batteries
opened a heavy fire upon them, by which the cutter (Acting Master
Sommers) was sunk, Henry Sands (seaman) killed, and Joseph Kiley,
quartermaster, slightly wounded. I have no other casualties to report;
the vessel is uninjured.
The conduct of the officers and crew was perfect,.evincing during

both days coolness, zeal, and intelligence.
Acting Assistant Paymaster William S. Hosford, in charge of the

after powder division, did good service, while for the general efficiency
and good order which prevailed I am indebted to the energy and well-
directed abilities of Acting Master N. S. Morgan, the executive officer
of the vessel.

I enclose a statement of the ammunition* expended on the 24th and
25th instant, also a list of killed and wounded.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. T. Trtjxtdn,
Lieutenant- Commander.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

• Not found.
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[Enclosure.
J

TJ. S. S. Taoony,
Beaufort^ N. C, December 27, 1864.

Sir : The following is a list of casualties to the crew of this vessel
during the engagement of the 25th instant at Federal Point, Forth
Carolina:

1. Henry Sands, ordinary seaman, age 26; both legs shot away at the
knee joint, while on a boat expedition for the purpose of sounding and
dragging the channel in front of the fortifications. The missile is sup-
posed by the oflBcer in charge of the boat to have been a 24 or 32 pound
Whitworth shot. The casualty occurred about 4 p. m. The patient
survived about two hoars.

2. Joseph Riley, quartermaster, age 25; two slight wounds of left

gluteal region, received at the same time and place from splinters, the
boat having been shattered by the shot.

Respectfully,
Geokge Hopkins,

Acting Assistant Surgeon.

Lieutenant-Commander W. T. Tktjxtxjn.

Bepoit of lieutenant-CommandeT Trnzton, IT. 8. ITavy, in respoiiBe to General Order Ho. 75.

U.' S. S. TAOONT,
Beaufort, JV. C, December 30, 1864.

Sir: I have just received your General Order Ko. 75, directing me
to report on the condition of Fort Fisher and the works near it at the

close of the late naval attacks made upon it by the fleet under your
command on the 24th and 25th instant, and whether it was uninjured

as a defensive work, as asserted by General Butler.

In reply I have to state that the enemy's fire on both days was much
less than I expected; the barbette guns were completely silenced,

while the casemated batteries fired but rarely. On the close of the

25th the fire of the batteries was so feeble it seemed to me the assault

by the army might have been made with every prospect of success.

I was in a position commanding a clear and unobstructed view of the

north face of Fort Fisher, upon which I counted nine guns, without a
man near them, and from which I did not see a shot fired for hours.

These guns commanded the seabeach on which the troops had landed,

and upon which they could plainly be seen advancing in widely sepa-

rated detachments toward the fort. Up to sundown I am quite certain

no assault on the works was made by the troops; at daylight I learned

to my surprise they had not only embarked, but were leaving for

Hampton Eoads, I am unable to state the condition of the works, but

I am certain the navy performed all that could have been expected of

it, and that it did not receive from the army the spirited and gallant

support it looked for.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. T. Truxtun,

Lieutenant- Commander.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Beport of ConuaEmder Glitz, TT. S, Navy, commanding V. B. S. Osceola, transmitting additional

reports of casualties, etc.

U. S. S. Osceola,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, December 27, 1864.

Admiral : I beg leave respectfully to present the following report

of the operations of this vessel in the engagement with Fort Fisher

and the adjacent batteries on the 24th and 25th instant:

After taking our position as per plan, on the afternoon of the 24th

instant, and opening fire, we were signaled about 3 p. m. to come within

hail, and under your instructions to change our position to one closer

to the batteries. We took a position about 3 : 50 p. m. inside of the

Juniata and ahead of the Tacony, where we reopened fire, directing

almost our entire attention to the Mound fort and the batteries imme-
diately in its vicinity. At 4 : 50 p. m. we received a X-inch solid shot
about 3 feet below the water line, which passed through the side

—

through the sandbags placed to protect the boiler, and into the star-

board boiler, passing into No. 4 furnace. In consequence of this mis-
fortune 6 men were scalded, 2 very badly. We continued firing till

the water had nearly reached the fires, when I deemed it expedient to
move out of line and made signal "Disabled;" and still finding that
the water was gaining very rapidly, extinguishing the fires underneath
the port boiler, I signaled " Sinking." By this time, having reached
the outer line, lowered a boat and fortunately succeeded in ijartjally

stopping the leak.

I would beg leave to mention the promptness with which Lieutenant-
Commander Upshur, of the A. D. Vance, and Lieutenant-Commander
Truxtun, of the Tacony, came to my assistance, the former taking us in
tow and towing us to a safe anchorage.
On the 25th instant at 8 : 20 a. m. got underway and took our station

astern of the Tacony, subsequently reported by order to Commander
Guest and went into position, opening fire on the Mound fort. Sent
in a boat to drag for torpedoes and sound out the channel. At 2 p. m.
ceased fire by signal from the Iosco. At 4:15 p.m., in obedience to
signal, followed the Iosco to assist in reembarking the troops. After
arriving in the vicinity of where the landing of the troops was being
effected, we sent two launches for the purpose above mentioned. We
anchored at about 7:30 p. m. close to the beach. The first launch
returned to this vessel at about 2 a. m. of the 26th instant. The sec-
ond launch was stove on the beach and afterwards burned by the crew,
it being impossible to save her.

I am happy to say that the ofiicers and men under my command did
their duty most thoroughly. I am particularly indebted to Lieutenant
John Weidman for his efficient aid during the action, and the good
discipline and drill of the crew.

I herewith enclose reports of casualties, injuries, etc.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

J. M. B. Clitz,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Beaufort, N. G.

[EiicloB<ireH.]

U. S. S. OSOEOLA,
Off Wilmington Bar, December 27, 1864.

Sir: The injuries received during the action of the 24th and 25th
instant with Fort Fisher and the adjacent batteries are as follows*
At 4: 50 p. m. on the 24th instant a X-inch solid or hollow shot struck
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the hull of the vessel 14 feet forward of starboard paddle wheel and
2 feet below the water line, passing through the side of the vessel,

through the sand bags placed between the starboard boiler and the
skin of the ship into No. 4 furnace. A shot plug secured in the shot
hole stopped the leak in a great measure. At 5: 10 p. m. a leak was
reported in the after magazine on starboard side, and on examination
shortly afterwards found 2J feet water in the after magazine and shell

room. The leak was found to be in the after magazine and shell rooms,
4 feet from the water line. Both the magazine and shell room will have
more or less water in them until the leak is stopped. The gig was
badly damaged by the concussion of the guns on the quarter-deck. At
9 p. m. on the 25th instant the two launches were sent away to trans-

port troops. The second launch was destroyed on the beach, it being
stove. AH the crew are aboard with the exception of "William Booze,
who was last seen aboard of one of the transports. There were lost in

the boat 9 cartridge boxes and belts, with 60 rounds of ammunition in

each box for Sharps and Hawkins rifle, 1 box of ammunition containing

1,000 rounds for Sharps and Hawkins rifle, 1 revolver, 14 oars, 2 boat
hooks, 14 rowlocks, 2 20 gallon water breakers, 1 ax, 2 boat grapnels,

1 half barrel of pork.
llespectfuUy submitted.

John Weidman,
Lieutenant and Executive Officer.

Commander J. M. B. Clitz,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Osceola.

U. S. S. OSOEOLA,

Off New Inlet, North Carolina, December 27, 1864.

Sib : I have to report the following casualties which have happened
on board this steamer

:

Joseph Watson, coal heaver, scald.

Zacharia Mead, coal heaver, scald.

Timothy Donovan, second-class fireman, scald.

John Evans, coal heaver, scald.

Michael Doherty, second-class fireman, scald.

William O'Oonnell, first-class fireman, scald.

William B. Hews, landsman, metacarpal fracture.

Eespectfully, etc.,

George F. Winslow,
Assistant 8urgeon.

Commander J. M. B. Glitz,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Osceola.

U. S. S. Osceola,

Off Wilmington Bar, North Carolina, December 27, 1804.

Sir: On the 24th instant, at 5:05 p. m., the starboard boiler of this

ship was disabled by a X-inch solid shot passing through back of boiler

into furnace No. 4, 17 inches below water line.

It is impossible to repair the injury until the ship is docked.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
Thomas MoOAtrsLAND,

Acting First Assistant Engineer, in Charge.

Commander J. M. B. Glitz,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Osceola,

N W E—VOL 11 22
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BepoTt of Commander CUtz, V. S. Havy, commanding V. S. S. Osceola, in response to General

Order Ho. 75.

U. S. S. Osceola,
Beaufort, If. C, January 3, 1865.

Admiral : In compliance with General Order No. 75, 1 have to state

that I observed during both days of the attack that the fire from the

Ibrts had almost entirely ceased.

I am of the opinion that the works could have been carried by our

troops had they made an assault.

I herewith enclose you the report of Acting Ensign Merry, of this

vessel, in regard to the operations of the troops on shore.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
J. M. B. Glitz,

Commander, U. S. Navy.
Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Beaufort, N. C.

[EnclosaTe.]

U. S. S. Osceola,
Beaufort Harhor, North Carolina, January 3, 1865.

Sir : 1 would respectfully state that, in obedience to orders, on the
25th ultimo I went on shore in charge of the second launch to assist in

reembarking the troops that liad been landed that morning.
After successfully taking off a number of loads my boat was swamped

and stove on the beach, rendering me unable to render any further
assistance.

In conversation with General Curtis and many of his officers I learned
that a general dissatisfaction prevailed among them on account of the
order to fall back. I asked why they were doing so, and was told that
they did not know any other reason than except it being an order from
General Butler.

I heard some of the officers say that in their opinion they might just
as well have been in Fort Fisher as to be there lying in the sand. I
was also told that our force was all ready to assault the fort and that
General Curtis had sent to the rear for permission to do so, when he got
the order to fall back and reembark the troops as soon as possible.
While on shore I had an opportunity to converse with many of the

prisoners, and learned the following facts : That our fire had been very
heavy and the enemy's works had been demolished to a considerable
extent, and some of their guns dismounted.

I remained on shore all the next day and night, the surf running so
high that no communications could be had with the fleet by boats until
toward night. The next day I assisted with my men in getting the
remaining troops off with life boat belonging to the transports. After
the troops were all off I returned to this vessel as soon as possible.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
John F. Meery,

^ Acting Ensign.
Commander J, M. B. Glitz.

Commanding U. 8. 8. Osceola.

Report of lientenant-Commander Weaver, TJ. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Chippewa, in
response to General Order No. 75.

- _ ,^ T- ,
^- ^' ^' Chippewa,

Off New Inlet, North Carolina, December 31, 1864.
Sir: In obedience to General Order No. 75, 1 have the honor to make

the following report of the part taken by this vessel in the action with
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the enemy's forts at mouth of Cape Fear Eiver on the 24th and 25th
instant.

At 11 a. m. on the 24th instant, took position in line of battle as
ordered by signal and cleared ship for action. At 2: 20 p. m. took our
position as per chart plan, and at 2 : 35 p. in. opened fire on the enemy's
batteries between Fort Fisher and the Mound. Continued firing until
5:35 p. m., and when ordered to retire the enemy's works seemed to be
much damaged, and at times their guns were completely silenced.
At 9

: 55 a. m. on the 25th instant, took our position in line of battle as
ordered by signal, and at 10:40 a. m. commenced engaging the enemy's
forts. At 11 a. m., in obedience to signal, ceased firing and sent a boat
provided with grapnels over the bar to drag the channel for torpedoes.
At 4 : 30 p. m. stood to the northward and at 5 : 30 anchored near the

army transports and sent boats to assist in landing troops.
The firing from the fleet was the best I ever witnessed; the forts

seemed to be much damaged, particularly Fort Fisher, and, in my opin-
ion, had an assault been made on that work by our land force on the
evening of the second day's engagement it could have been carried with
but little opposition.
In conclusion, 1 have to state that every oflScer and man on board this

vessel did his duty.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. W. Weaver,
Lieutenant- Gommander.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

Flagship Malvern, Beaufort, N". O.

Report of lientenant-Commander Dayis, IT. S. ITavy, commanding V. S. S. Bassaons, in lesponie
to General Older Ko. 75.

U. S. S. Sassacus,
Beaufort, N. G., December 31, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to reiwrt that this vessel in the actions of the
24th and 25th instant, in line of battle, in position assigned by your
order, fired 123 100-ponnder Parrott shell, 10 100-ponnder shrapnel,
119 IX-inch shell, 49 20-pounder Dahlgren shell, 12 12-pounder Dahl-
gren shell; all of which were directed with care and deliberation at
Fort Fisher and the enemy's works adjacent thereto. It may not be
amiss to state that the conduct of the officers and men was commend-
able during the two days' engagements. The fire of the ships through-
out appeared to be overwhelming, the enemy not replying when our
guns opened with vigor. The impression on my mind was that the
works of the enemy were much injured, so much so that an assault
determinedly made would result in their capture, and my astonishment
was great when I beard that the army had resolved on a retrograde
movement, as I considered that a corresponding efiFort made by the
land forces would have secured the success of the combined attack of
the army and navy.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
John L. Davis,

Lieutenant- Gommander.
Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Beport of Acting Ensign Chase, IT. S. Navy, of the V. 8. S. Sassacos, regarding assistance Ten-

dered in embarking troops.

U. S. S. Wabash,
Off Beaufort, N. C, December 28, 1864.

Sir : In obedience to your orders, I proceeded to assist in embarking
troops with the second cutter, leaving Mr. Wilson [Allison?] in charge
of the launch. After getting off five or six boat loads, the boat was
swamped in the surf, and I was obliged to haul her up on the beach,

when I found she had started off a plank, and I could do no more with
her till morning.

I then found the launch had also been swamped, and the ofiQcer and
crew, except one man (Finnegan), had left the beach.
The next day I got the launch up and repaired her and got her in

readiness to launch the first favorable opportunity, but the surf was
too heavy during the day. On the morning of the 27th I was ordered
by Brigadier-General Curtis to leave the boats on the beach and assist

in getting off the troops in life boats, and some of the Sassacus^s men
were sent off in each boat. I rendered what assistance I could till all

the troops were off, and then, not being able to return to the Sassacus,
I went on board the flagship and was ordered to return to this ship. I
protested against leaving the boats without trying to get them off', but
General Curtis's orders were positive, and he said he would be respou:
sible for the boats. They were afterwards destroyed by order of Gen-
eral Butler.

Very respectfully, etc.. Whitman Ohasb,
Acting Ensign, U. S. Navy.

Lieutenant-Commander J. L. Davis,
Oommanding Steamer Sassacus.

Beport of Commander Trenchard, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Bhode Island.

U. S. S. Rhode Island,
Beaufort, N. C, January 1, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part
taken by the Bhode Island on the 24th ultimo in the attack upon Port
Fisher and other batteries.
This steamer took her position in the line designated upon the gen-

eral plan of attack at 2 : 50 p. m., opening fire with the starboard battery
upon Fort Fisher and the Mound; swung around, moored head and
stern, and continued the fire with the port battery until the signal was
made to cease firing.

At 3 : 45 p. m. the flag on Fort Fisher was cut away by a gun from
the second division.

The Bhode Island was not struck, and there were no casualties on
board during the action. Lieutenant Frederic R. Smith, executive
ofQcer of this vessel, rendered valuable aid in carrying ont my orders
during the action and in getting the vessel into line.

I have great satisfaction in stating that all the officers behaved with
uncommon coolness, exhibiting great zeal in the discharge of their
duties, and encouraging the men to do the same.
The petty oflScers, crew, and marines, one and all, behaved well at

their gans and other stations, discharging their duties in a spirited
manner, and maintaining a brisk and continuous fire upon the batteries
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I enclose herewith the gunner's report* of ammunition expended
daring the engagement.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Stephen D. Trenchard,

Commander.
Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Kavy,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Abstract log of the IT. S. S. Uontioello, Acting Volonteer lieutenant S. A. Campbell, IT. S. ITavy.

December 24, 1864.—la. line of battle off New Inlet. At 10: 20 a. m.
flagsbip made signals preparatory. At 11:20 immediately got under-
way and stood in with the fleet. At 12 : 55 p. m. went into action and
opened fire on the batteries. At 5 : 15 ceased firing and steamed off-

shore. Expended 88 32-pounder shell; 40 IX-inch shell; 40100-pounder
shell; 168 fuzes.

December 25.—Off New Inlet reducing forts. At 9 : 35 a. m. flagship
made general signal. At 10 went to quarters. At 10: 06 the Santiago
de Cuba fired the first shot at the Half Moon battery. At 11:30 beat
retreat. The New Ironsides and the monitors shelling Fort Fisher since
10:45 a. m. Received from the Malvern 80 navy fuzes. Saboted,
strapped, filled, and stowed in shell room, 40 spare shell for IX-inch
gun, Dahlgren. From meridian to 4 p. m. : Shelling the forts. At 3

p. m. sent the second cutter to buoy out channel with other boats of the
fleet. At 3 : 50 boats returned. Fired at Mound and batteries 9 100-

pounder rifle shell and 1 IX-inch shell. At 4 : 30 p. m. started for the
transport fleet and got the second and third cutter ready for landing
troops, in charge of Acting Master Pettit and 6 men, armed, and third

cutter, in charge of Acting Master's Mate C. Croton, with 4 men, armed.
Boats left and returned at 7 : 30 p. m. At 8 : 20 sent in two boats to

bring off troops. Boats returned at 12 midnight.
December 26.—Oft New Inlet with transport fleet. From 6 to 8 p. m.,

the vessels shelling the woods. From 8 to midnight, the gunboats
firing slowly all the watch.

Abstract log of the V. S. S. Uaiatanza, Identenant-Commander 0. W. Yonng, V. S. Navy.

December 24, 1864.—Off Wilmington, N. C—At 12 : 30 a. m. saw light

of a Are bearing N. by E. f E. At 1: 40 saw a small explosion in the

same place ; at the same time the fire also disappeared. At 12 : 40 p. m.

heard heavy firing in the direction of Bald Head light-house; supposed

attack on Fort Fisher and batteries. Prepared ship for action.

December 25.—At 9 a. m. came to in the fleet. At 9 : 15 got underway

and stood in for Fort Fisher. At 10 : 50 the Ironsides opened fire on the

fort. From meridian to 4 p. m. : Fleet engaged in the bombardment.

At 1 : 10 p. m. commenced firing Irom our IX-inch gun ; fired 3 times and

then ceased by order of the admiral. At 2 : 35 sent three boats in the

S. E. channel to drag for torpedoes. At 3:50 the boats returned.

From 4 to 6 p. m.: The fleet still engaged with the enemy. Received

orders to remain and guard the S.E. channel. At 6:30 p.m. heard

firing of musketry back of Fort Fisher. Firing at intervals by the

enemy. At -7 saw a fire on shore. From 8 to midnight firing at inter-

vals from Fort Fisher. _^
"Not found.
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December 26.—At 1 : 30 a. m. saw a heavy discharge of musketry Dear

Fort Fisher; also of heavy guns. From 4 to 8 a. m. : Heard occasional

flriog from heavy guns and musketry to westward. At 11 : 30 a. m. went

to general quarters and fired 4 shots at the enemy's batteries. At 5 :
40

p. m. went to quarters and fired 4 shots from the IXinch toward Half

Moon battery. From 8 to midnight: Firing at intervals. The fleet

firing. Engaged shelling the woods.
December 57.—Fired IXinch gun 5 times during the night. From 4

to 8 a. m, : During the watch fired 9 charges from IX-inch gun and 2

from howitzer at intervals. At 8 : 15 sent first and second launches to

assist in embarking troops. At 10: 45 hoisted all boats and stood out

to sea.

Abstract log ol the TI. 8. S. Uoont Ternon, Acting Yolnnteer lieutenant James Trathen, IT. S.

Ifavy.

December 24, 1864.—At 6: 30 a. m. spread one fire and steamed ahead
slow W. by N. Latitude at noon 33° 53' N. From 4 to C p. m. : Con-
siderable sea on. Discovered that the fastenings of the head of the

rudderpost were loose and the cleat that confined the stern was split,

and it appeared that a slight strain would wrench the rudderpost from
its socket altogether, therefore thought it prudent to run into Beaufort

for repairs. At 11 : 30 p. m. came to anchor.
December 25.—At 10 : 30 a. m. came to anchor in Beaufort Harbor.

Abstract log of the TS. S. 8. Alabama, Acting Tdnnteer lientenant Frank Smith, V. 8. Navy.

December 20, 1864.—At anchor off New Inlet.

December 22.—Midnight to 4 a. ni., lying to near the monitor Maho-
pac. From 8 to meridian, in obedience to signal from flagship, accom-
panied the Mahopac in the direction of Masonboro Inlet.

December 24.—At 8:20 a. m. flagship spoke us and ordered us to

accompany the Mahopac inshore and then report to the Keystone State.

Sent a hawser to the Mahopac and at 9 started ahead with her in tow.
Finding it impossible to tow the Mahopac, her steering wheel becoming
unmanageable, she was obliged to cast off the hawser. At 11 : 15 ran
the hawser to her again, but she having repaired her steering gear
started ahead. At 11:45 parted the hawser. At 12:30 reported to
the commander of the Keystone State, and took our position in line. At
1 p. m. the engagement commenced with a gun from the New Ironsides
and Canonicus SLuA sqou became general along the line. At 3: 30 the
flagstaff of Fort Fisher was shot away. At 3 the Keystone State sig-

naled. J*'ired our forward Parrott rifle 12 times at the Mound, falling
short each time. At 5:30 the flagship signaled to the squadron. The
ship ceased firing and ran out to station.

December 23.—At 10:45 a.m. the A. D. Vance made general signal.
Opened fire on a battery ashore, apparently deserted. At 11 : 30 low-
ered the launch and cutter and sent them to the trawsiiort Ben De Ford
to transport troops ashore. At 12 m. a 12-pound conical shot struck
in our hull ou the port side, going through the waterway on the spar
deck, and lodged in the waterways on the starboard side of the berth
deck. A.t 12: 15 p. m. hove up tlie anchor, the battery on shore firing
lively, three shot going over us.. At 1 : 20 spoke the Brooklyn. At 2 : 15
the troops commenced to land. At this time the battery ashore seemed



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING 8QUADE0N. 343

to be silenced. At 2:45 p.m. the Vance made signal. Ceased firing.
At 5:20 p.m. spoke the Emma. She ordered us to anchor in line of
battle and shell the batteries throughout the night. At 5 : 30 received
orders to close in with the Santiago de Cuba. At 6 : 45 launch and
first cutter returned. At 7 beat the retreat and secured the battery.
Firing at intervals all the afternoon. At 9 : 15 got underway and stood
out E. S. E.
December 26.—At 6 a. m. started ahead, and at 7 : 30 communicated

with the Vance. At 8 beat to quarters, fired at intervals at the battery.
At 8: 45 spoke the A. D. Vance and received orders to fire an occasional
shell at the battery. Kept the forward Parrott gun's crews at quar-
ters, and fired at intervals all the morning. From meridian to 4 p.m.;
firing occasional shots at the battery all the watch. At 5 p. m. secured
the battery and closed the magazine. From 8 to midnight, occasional
firing from the gunboats covering the troops on shore.
December 27.—At 10 a. m. mustered all hands and transferred the

command of the ship to Acting Master William Bates, the resignation
of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Frank Smith having been accepted by
the Navy Department.

Beport of Acting Volunteer Identenant Balch, V. S. 8. Navy, Commanding IT. 8. Howquah.

U. S. S. HOWQUAH,
OffNew Inlet, December 29, 1864.

SiB: I have the honor to submit the following report:
On December 24, at 1:45 p. m., being in the inner line in 4 and 5

fathoms of water, with Fort Fisher bearing W. N. W., opened fire on
Fort Fisher and batteries with the rest of the fleet; continued firing

iintil 5 : 20 p. m. ; stood off then and anchored in 6^ fathoms of water.
December 25.—^At 8 a. m. passed within hail of the Malvern and was

ordered to report to the Santiago de Cuba. At 8 : 10 reported, and was
ordered to follow Santiago de Cuba to cover the landing of troops.

At 9:30 ran in and fired at the Half Moon battery, parsing down to
the Flag Pond battery, firing at intervals, but receiving no reply. At
11 was sent by Captain Glisson to General Butler with orders for trans-

ports to come in at once and land troops, as there were no batteries and
a very smooth sea. At 12 : 30 called away gig in charge of Acting Ensign
G. P. St. John, first cutter in charge of Acting Master's Mate F. P. Has-
kell, second cutter in charge of Acting Master's Mate E. B. Smith. At
2 : 05 landed with first load of troops. At 2 : 20 saw a number of men
on Flag Pond battery (marked on the magazine Fort Anderson No. 2).

Sent dingey in charge of Acting Second Assistant Engineer W. G.
McLane, who brought off 5 prisoners and 11 rifles, which were turned
over to the Santiago de Cuba. Continued lauding troops until 5:30,

when orders were given to take them from the beach to the transports

again; continued until 9 o'clock, when the surf was so high our boats
could not land. Firing at intervals to cover the troops on shore.

December 26.—At 8 a. m. got a line on shore and with all our boats

commenced taking the remainder of the troops off. At 11 : 30 all the

troops safely oft' from the beach ; stood off" and put them on board the

transport Weybosset. Amount of ammunition expended, 177 rounds.

I have the honor to be very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. W. Balch,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding U. S. S. Howguah.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Portee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Seport of Acting Ifaster CraftB, V. 6. Kavy, commanding V. 8. 8. Little Ada, in response to

General Order No. 75.

TJ. S. S. Little Ada,
Beaufort, December 31, 1864.

SiE: In obedience to General Order No. 75, I have the honor to

report that, with the exception of about two and one-half hours of

active participation, I was passing along the entire line of ships either

following your motions or carrying your orders. I consider the fort as

having been practically silenced on both the 24th and 25th instant,

and felt then, as I do now, that there would have been no serious diffi-

culty in carrying the works by a vigorous assault. If so few of their

guns were disabled I can not see why they did not work them, as they
might have done after our fire slackened, and while there were plenty
of vessels within range. The almost complete silence of the guns on
the northeastern face of the fort induced me to think that they were
disabled or were " quakers." I should have supposed that a soldier
would have felt himself bound by every consideration of honor and
patriotism to attempt those works by assault, but I am not a soldier
and do not perhaps know what is discreet and what is not, but under
similar circumstances I should like to be one of a thousand blue jackets
to show what sailors can do and what soldiers might have done.

Very, respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. P. Grafts,

Acting Master, Commanding U. 8. 8. Little Ada.

Bear-Admiral David D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Abstract log of the IT. S. S. Wilderness, Acting Master Henry Arey, U. S. Navy.

December 21,1864.—Flagship made signal "Prepare to get underway."
Minnesota cast off our hawser and got underway. Flagship then made
signal "Form in line of battle" and all the fleet did so, Neic Ironsides
ahead and monitors following, they being followed by the frigates and
smaller vessels. Meridian to 4 p. m. : Weather clear, wind fresh from
S. W. At 12 : 50 New Ironsides commenced the attack, followed by the
monitors. At 1 : 15 the action became general. Flagship made signal
for this vesssel to come within hail. Did so and was ordered to act as
tender to the flagship, which duty was performed during the fight. At
2 p. m. flagship made signal "Shot falling short," and the range was
increased. At 2:30 Admiral Porter sent this vessel to order several
gunboats up nearer to the fort, did so, and at this time discovered that a
heavy fire was raging in Fort Fisher which fire burned till 4 p. m. At
3:02 the flagstaff and flag on Fort Fisher were shot away.
A flag was then set on the Mound battery, which was shot away sev-

eral times during the action, but was always replaced in a few minutes.
The firing flrom the fleet during the action was very heavy and rapid!
This vessel was unable to fire a gun as she has only 24-pounder how-
itzers. From 4 to 6 p. m. : Weather clear, wind moderate from the
S. W. At 5 p. m. flagship made signal " Prepare to retire from action
for the night." At 5 : 10 made the signal " Retire for the night," which
signal was obeyed by the wooden vessels. The New Ironsides and
monitors continued to lie at anchor in the positions they had occupied
during the day. At 6:30 p. m. got orders from the admiral to go in
on the bar with this vessel. Got underway and started in.
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December 55.—Employed removing the killed and wounded from the
Ticonderoga and Juniata to the Fort Jackson. From meridian to 4 p. m.

:

Fight raging furiously. On one side rebel batteries returning slowly.
At 1 p. m. General Butler commenced landing troops under cover of
the gunboats. From 4 to G p. m.: Attending on flagship. The bom-
bardment of Fort Fisher still going on. From 6 to 8 p. m. : Fight still
continues. Following the flagship. At 8 p. m. steered for Beaufort, N. 0.
December 26.—^At 7 : 55 a. m. came to anchor oft" Beaufort.

Beport of lieutenant Lamson, U. S. Navy, commanding TJ. S. S. Oettysbaig.

U. S. S. GETTYSBUfiG,
OffNew Inlet, North Carolina, December 26, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken
by this vessel in the actions of the 21th and 25th of December, 1864:
At 11 a. m. on the 24th I returned on board this vessel from the Wil-

derness, and carried your orders to Captains Glisson and Bolando in
regard to their divisions.

In the meantime the fleet was steaming in toward the forts in order
of battle, and at 12: 55 p. m. the New Ironsides commenced the action,
quickly followed by the other vessels, the forts returning the fire

briskly.

Having obtained permission from Oaptain Eolando to move in nearer,
I took a position on the port bow of the Brooklyn and opened fire on
Fort Fisher and the. Mound, keeping it up steadily till the signal to
retire for the night.
At 4: 55 p. m. the Osceola, on our starboard bow, was disabled, and

the Gettysburg took her place till 5 : 55 p. m., when we were called along-
side the flagship by signal and directed to carry orders to the vessels
off Western Bar, at the same time the signal was made for the fleet to
retire for the night.

I proceeded to Western Bar and returning the next morning, 25th,
found the ironclads and all the heavier vessels engaging Fort Fisher
and the other vessels covering the lauding of the troops on the beach.
All the available boats of these vessels were employed landing troops.

I was directed by you to carry a message to General Butler and to
assist in landing troops.

At 12 m. no troops had been landed, though many boats were in wait-

ing, and it appeared to me that the most inexcusable dilatoriness was
manifested in getting the troops started ashore, and I was struck with
surprise that no more effort was made to hasten their landing.

General Butler informed me that the steamer containing his surtboats
was at Beaufort.
Just as the first troops landed a white flag was shown from the Flag

Pond battery, which was directly under the guns of the vessels, and a
boat from the Santiago de Ouba* landed and took possession.

During the afternoon the vessels covering the troops fired occasion-

ally into the woods, but no enemy was visible in that direction.

Toward evening I was informed that General Butler had ordered the
troops to reembark, and boats were sent to assist in bringing them off.

At 8 p. m. I was ordered to go down between the ironclads and the
bar on picket duty.

•Seep. 351.



346 NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

On the first day the firing was very good, both the flagstafi:' on Fort
Fisher and that on the Mound being shot away. No efiort was made
to replace the flag on the fort during the action.

The entire interior of the fort was in dense flames, and several of the
^uns appeared to be dismounted, and the parapets as much injured as
those of a sand fort can be by the fire of artillery.

On the second day the firing, as viewed from my position, was splen
did. Scarcely a shell seemed to miss the fort, which was kept envel-

oped in a cloud of smoke and sand, the guns being completely silenced.

While on board General Butler's flagship [he], himself and his oflflcers

repeatedly expressed the highest admiration at the remarkable preci-

sion and the terribly destructive effect of the fire of the fleet.

General Butler remarked that no fortification in the world had ever
before been subjected to so terrible a fire.

From a careful observation of the fort I do not doubt in the least but
it could have been carried by the assault of two or three thousand men,
under cover of the fire of the fleet.

It is impossible that there could have been more troops in the fort
than the bombproofs could contain, and the fact of four of General But-
ler's men getting inside and bringing out the flag of the fort shows it

was but weakly guarded.
During a year's experience on this part of the coast I have scarcely

seen a more favorable opportunity for landing troops on the beach.
The conduct of my oflScers and men, under all circumstances, has been

all that I could desire.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. H. Lamson,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

Eear-Admiral David D. Pobter, TJ. S. Navy,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Bepoit of lientenant-Commander Upshur, XT. S. Wavy, commanding V. 8. S. Advance.

U. S. S. A. D. Yance,
Off Wilmington, N. C, December 27, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken
by this vessel in the late bombardment of Fort Fisher and its auxiliary
works

:

The signal «Forin line of battle" being made, the A. D. Vance took
her position with the "reserves," and afterwards finding an opening near
the Ehode Island, closed in with the second line of attack and opened
with her 30-pounder Parrott on the principal work ; this at about 2 p. m.
Our fire was continued until 6 ]>.m., when the Osceola, near by, signaled
that she was sinking. I immediately steamed for her with boats ready
to give assistance and took her in tow, at which time the signals were
made "Cease firing" and "Eetire for the night."
On the following day, having been assigned a division of six vessels

under Captain Glisson for the purpose of drawing the fire of the HalJ
Moon battery preliminary to landing the army, I moved in at about
8:30 a. m. and sent boats to take the troops on shore. While thus
engaged a movable battery of Whitworths in the rear of Half Moon
battery and an Vlll-inch gun within that battery opened on my divi-
sion and the transports near by.
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I moved nearer to the shore, followed by the vessels under my com-
mand, and in half an hour, by the use of shrapnel, succeeded in driving
the Whitworths from their position and silencing the Vlll-inch gun,
which was spiked and abandoned.

I am happy to have no casualties to report.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. H. IJPSHUE,
Lieutenant-Oommander, Commanding.

Eear-Admiral David T). Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Enclosed is a list of ammunition expended.
J. H. Upshur,

Lieutenant-Commander.

Abstract log of the IT. S. S. EoIob, Acting Master Edwaid Eeyser, V, S. Navy.

December 34, 1864.—OS Western Bar, Cape Fear Eiver. At 1 : 35
a. m. observed an explosion bearing N. E. by B., about 14 miles distant.
At 1 : 05 p. m. the senior officer signaled ; weighed anchor and stood over
to Cape Fear in obedience to senior officer's orders. At 1 : 50 returned
and reported. At 1 the engagement commenced at Eastern Bar, off
Wilmington. At 4 : 40 firing entirely ceased at Kew Inlet. Cruising
off the bar.
December 25.—From 8 p. m. to midnight firing at intervals in the

direction of New Inlet, during the watch.

Abstract log of the U. S. S, Uoccasin, Acting Ensign James Blown, U, S. Navy.

[TT. S. S. Bero from July 14^24, 1864.]

December 23, 1864.—Carrying orders and dispatches to the fleet.

December 24.—At 1 p. m. fleet formed in line of battle and steamed
in to Fort Fisher. Fleet Captain Breese took charge of this vessel.
Vessel running from ship to ship.

December 25.—At 7:30 a. m. received orders from Admiral Porter to
report to Major General Butler for duty. From 8 to midnight: Keceived
orders from Major-General Butler to assist in embarking troops. Suc-
ceeded in getting two launch loads and delivered them to the steamship
Charles Thomas.
December 26.—From midnight to 4 a. m. : Ean in to the beach in 4

fathoms water, but a heavy searollingin could not get any more troops.

Steamed off into 5 fathoms water. At 7 : 30 a. m. received orders from
Major-General Butler to report to Eear-Admiral D. D.Porter. At : 30
reported and started and carried orders and dispatches among the fleet.

December 27.—Eeceived orders to blockade New Inlet.

December 28.—At daylight saw two large blockade runners going in.

Abstract log of the IT. S. 8. Cherokee, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. E. Sennison, U, S. Navy,

December 23, 1864.—[Off Fort Fisher.] At 6 p. m. got underway and
stood off 8. S. E. about half a mile to get into line of battle and came
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to anchor in llj fathoms water with the starboard anchor. At 11 : 30
p. m. made a vessel bearing E. ; as she did not have any lights show-
ing, challenged her, and she showed a white light.

December 24.—At 1:40 a. m. saw a fire and heard an explosion, saw
several rockets ; sent up Ooston signals preparatory and answer Cos-
ton's. At daylight the fleet got underway and stood inshore. At 7 : 30
we got underway and stood in line of battle. From 8 to 12 : Steaming
inshore inline of battle. At 10:10 started the engine and lay head
oflFshore. At 11 steaming in line of battle. Keystone State made sig-

nal "Prepare for action." At 1 p. m. the fleet commenced firing on Fort
Fisher and the Mound battery. At 2 : 20 a shell set fire to some of the
houses in the rear of Fort Fisher. Stood in and opened fire on Port
Fisher. The Quaker City made signal for us not to fire so close to her.
Stood to the southward and commenced firing at the Mound. From 6
to 8 p. m. : Firing at Mound battery with 20-pounder Parrott rifle. At
5:10 ceased firing and stood offshore. At 6: 40 came to anchor with
port anchor. Expended this day 62 rounds of 20-pounder Parrott rifle

charges. Expended 62 pivot charges for 20-poander rifle and 62 pivot
shells.

December 25.—At 7:50 a. m. the Malvern made signal; steamed
toward her. From 8 to 12: Stood up toward the Half Moon battery
and commenced firing at the forts. At 10 called away all boats to land
troops. From 10 to meridian : The division, consisting of the following
vessels, A. D. Vance, Alabama, Emma, Cherokee, and Tristram Shandy,
were employed shelling the Half Moon battery and the adjacent woods;
the battery returning our fire at intervals. At 11:30 the Brooklyn
steamed ahead close inshore, shelling the fort and woods, the fort hav-
ing previously ceased firing. From meridian to 4 p. m. : Employed
shelling at intervals the battery and adjoining woods. At 1 p. m., hav-
ing expended all our howitzer shell, resumed our fire with shrapnel.
From 4 to 6 p. m. : Continued to fire at intervals at Half Moon battery
and woods. At 5 : 30 p. m. the boats returned from landing troops.
Anchored in 5 fathoms. Expended the following ammunition: 113
charges powder, 63 shells and 50 shrapnel for 20pounder Parrott gun.
Of fixed ammunition for 24-pounder howitzer, 77 shell and 9 shrapnel.
From 8 to midnight: At anchor oft Half Moon battery. At 10:30
veered to 30 fathoms to get broadside guns to bear on the battery. At
10 : 45 commenced a slow fire. Fired 14 rounds up to midnight.
December 26.—From midnight to 4 a. m. : Engaged with the star-

board battery on Half Moon battery. At 2 : 30 a. m., the wind increas-
ing, the spring on the chain parted. Ceased firing, got underway, and
steamed off" to 7J fathoms water; came to with port anchor and veered
to 45 fathoms, chain ready for slipping. At 10:20 a. in. called to
quarters and commenced firing at the battery. Expended 44 shrapnel
for 24-pounder howitzer and 4 solid shot for 20-pounder Parrott rifle
December 27.—At 1:30 p. m. made signals to the flagship The

rebels in sight repairing their fortifications.
December 28.—At daylight discovered a runner inside the bar. Called

all hands to quarters, steamed in, and fired the bow pivob 3 times The
runner went inside, out of range. At 2:30 p. m. the admiral's fleet
got underway and proceeded to sea. At 3: 15 squall from the S W

Abstract log of the TT. S. S. lalian, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. A. HarriB, TT. 8. Wavy

December 24, 1864.—I!ew Inlet. At 2 a. m. heard an exolosion in
the direction of Fort Fisher. At 7 : 30 signal from senior Sr to get
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underway, hove up anchor and secured it. From 8 to 12 meridian, fleet

forming in line of battle. At 1 p. m. took our position and formed in
line of battle near the Keystone State with the reserve fleet. At 12 : 20
p. m. the flagship opened the engagement and the whole fleet com-
menced bombarding Fort Fisher and adjacent batteries. At 4: 45 the
flagship signaled to come within hail. Ordered us to the west channel
to look out for blockade runners.
December 36.—At 8: 15 a. m. saw a steamer burning black smoke;

gave chase. She proved to be a steamer with a heavy battery and
showing the rebel flag. At 8 : 45 fired two shots at her from 30-pounder
Parrott gun. At 9 she hauled to the S. W. At 10 lost sight of her.

A very high sea running, ship leaking badly.
December 27.—At 2 p. m. received orders to proceed to Beaufort.

Abstract log of the IT. S. S. Emma, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Thomas C. Dunn, V. 8, Navy.

December 34, 1864.—At 12 : 30 a. m. a fire seen burning toward the
Eastern Bar [New Inlet]. At 1:30 a. m. an explosion occurred. At
2: 50, moon rising, steamed in toward night station. Bald Head light

not lit. At 8 p. m. got underway and stood in toward the bar on block-

ade duty. At midnight Fort Fisher bearing N. W. by N.
December 25.—At 10: 15 flagship Malvern made signal for fleet to

form in line of battle. Went to quarters. At 11 : 30 a. m. commenced
firing at Half Moon battery. The fleet at the same time opened fire on
Fort Fisher. Sent first cutter, in charge of Acting Ensign Beetle, and
second cutter, in charge of Acting Master's Mate Morris, to assist in

lauding troops. From 12 to 4 p. m. : Steamed along in line of battle.

Anchored and weighed anchor again according to signal from flagship

A. D. Vance. At 12 : 15 p. m. a shell struck the ship from shore, which
went through the gig and bridge and exploded in the master's store-

room. Kept up the firing all the afternoon from both sides. At 6 : 30

p. m. commenced firing again from port battery at intervals. First cut-

ter returned on board from embarking troops. From 8 to midnight:

Underway. Firing from port battery. At 9:30 ceased firing. Fleet

bearing south and westerly.

December 26.—12 to 4 a.m.: Blowing heavy and rainy. At 9: 15

a. m. weighed anchor and steamed inshore. At 9: 55 called all hands
to quarters. Firing from No. 1 pivot gun and port battery. Ship

underway, steaming to the S. and E. From 12 meridian to 4 p. m.:

Delivering orders to the fleet from Admiral D.D.Porter. At 2:50
arrived back at the fleet and spoke the flagship Malvern. At 4 p. m.

ship drifting with fleet. Acting Master's Mate Morris returned on
board with boat's crew from the Wabash, reporting loss of the second

cutter. The following is the report of Acting Master's Mate Morris

concerning the loss of the second cutter while in his charge : States

that while returning from the Santiago de Cuba to the Emma, after

assisting in embarking troops, and the night being stormy, was run

into by a launch, when he ran alongside of the Wabash and stayed on
board all night. In the morning, the boat being swamped, eftbrts

were made to hoist her partly out of the water to bail her out, when
she broke in half and drifted out to sea. At 5: 40 p. m., in obedience

to orders, steamed in toward the beach for the purpose of reembarking

troops. At 7 : 50 commenced firing from No. 2 starboard gun and No. 2

pivot. At 10 ceased firing.
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December J27.—Frommidnight to 4 a. m. : Lying at anchor, occasionally

shelling the shore in rear of the Federal troops encamped on the beach.

At : 45 a. m. sent first cutter ashore, in charge of Acting Ensign Beetle,

to reembark troops from shore.

December 28.—At 6 : 45 a. m. saw a steamer under the beach coming
out, and the Moccasin fired a gun. Went to quarters and stood in

toward the steamer. Opened fire on her from our starboard battery and
20-pounder pivot gun. The steamer turned around and went in again.

The fort fired several times. Observed five steamers and a schooner
lying inside. Acting Volunteer Lieutenant James M. Williams came on
board and assumed command of this vessel.

December 29.—At 11:30 a. m. firing guns from Fort Fisher.

SepoTt of Actiii); Ifaster Porter, XT. S. ITavy, commanding IT. S. S. Nansemond, in response to

Generid Order Ko. 76.

TJ. S. S. NANSEMOND,
Beaufort Harbor, 8. C, December 31, 186i.

Sir : 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of General Order
No. 75.

During the engagement of the fleet with Fort Fisher and other works,
on the 24th and 25th instant, this vessel was employed in carrying orders
and dispatches along the whole line of ships, and from myown observa-
tion I should judge that Fort Fisher was much injured, a part of the
guns dismounted, and nearly all silenced by the rapidity of our fire.

I think the fort might easily have been taken by assault on the night
of the 25th.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. Porter,

Acting Master, Commanding.
Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Abstract log of the IT. B. S. Keystone State, Commander Henry Rolando, V. S. Nayy.

December 20, 1864.—Fleet at anchor off Wilmington, N. C, meridian
to 4 p. m. : During the watch heard the report of several heavy guns in
the direction of Fort Fisher.
December 24.—At 12 (midnight) two rockets were seen in a W. N. W.

direction. At 12 : 45 a. m. saw a light, apparently from a burning ves-
sel bearing K. W. At 1 : 50 a. ni. saw a flash, followed by an explosion,
in the same direction as the fire. At 3:30 a. m. a general signal by
Coston lights was made, which we answered. At 5 a. m. signaling by
vessels in the fleet, which we could not make out. At 7 the fleet com-
menced moving to the westward. At 7 : 30 made signal to the reserve
division and proceeded to get underway and stand to the westward.
From 8 to meridian

: Steaming in line of battle toward Fort Fisher!
From meridian to 4 p. m. : Steering in toward Fort Fisher in line of
battle and in our position in the reserve line. At 12:30 p. m. the New
Ironsides opened fire, and was followed by the whole fleet as soon as
they got into position. At 1 : 09 the enemy commenced firing from the
fort and adjacent batteries. At 1 : 10 p. m. the Gettysburg came within
hail and brought orders from the admiral for this ship and the whole
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reserve squadron to be ready for assisting and covering landing troopsAt 2
: 12 black smoke and a blaze were seen from Port Pisber. The flag

had been shot down from the Mound battery. At 2:52 commenced
firing from this ship with our two rifled guns and 32-pounder broadside,
the Mound bearing about W. and Port Pisher about W. N. W., near and
between the second line of ships. At 3: 30 a steamer was seen going
up the river inside the Mound battery, and another fire was discovered
nearly lu the rear of Port Fisher. At 3 : 50 the flag was shot from theMound battery and also from Port Fisher. At 3:55 a new flag was
hoisted on Mound battery. At 4 : 25 ran up within hail of the flagship,
and Commander Rolando was ordered on board the same. We were
during this time firing our rifled guns when chances could be obtained
to get range between and over the ships lying in line of battle. At 5
Commander Rolando returned from the flagship. Ceased firing and
started engine at moderate speed. Fired during the action 56 shots
from the 30pounder pivot, 24 from the 50-pounder pivot, and 14 from
the 32-pounder broadside gun. Prom 6 to 8 p. m. passed two transport
steamers standing to S. W. along the coast.
December 25.—At Beaufort taking in ammunition.
December 26.—At 7:30 a. m. made the fleet off Wilmington. At 8

stea,ming slowly through the fleet. A continuous firing of heavy guns
during the watch jfrom 8 to meridian]. From meridian to 4 p.m.:
Drifting and steaming close to the flagship; the Alabama shelling the
woods occasionally. At 2 the Brooklyn fired a few shot at Fort Fisher.
At 3

: 30 stood out to the southward and eastward to anchorage. From
6 to 8 p. m. : Occasional firing in the vicinity of Port Fisher. Prom 8
to midnight: A continuous firing of heavy guns to the westward dur-
ing the watch.
December 27.—Commences and until 4 a. m. : Gunboats firing at inter-

vals across Federal Point to protect our troops. Prom 4 to 8 a. m.

:

Heavy firing inshore.
December 28.—At 6 a. m. heavy squall from S. W. and rain. At 7

two of our gunboats fired a few shell at the beach. At 8: 10 p. m. got
underway and stood to sea.

Seport of Aoting Volunteer lientenant Hose, XT. S. Kavy, cammanding V. 8. S. Britannia, in
response to General Order 'So. 75.

U. S. S. Britannia,
Beaufort, N. C, December 31, 1864.

SiE : In obedience to General Order No. 75, 1 have the honor to sub-
mit the following report of the part taken by this vessel in the late
attack on Port Pisher:
Arrived from Western Bar on the evening of the 24th. On the

morning of the 25th was ordered by you to report to Captain Glisson,
commanding the U. S. S. Santiago de Cuba, to assist in covering the
landing of troops in the vicinity of Half Moon battery. I anchored
this vessel in line of battle, in 4 fathoms of water, about 250 yards from
the beach, and directly opposite Flag Pond Hill battery, upon which,
as 1 saw it was full of soldiers, I opened and continued a rapid fire with
24-ponnder howitzers. Just as the first boat landed containing troops,
about three-fourths of a mile above, a white flag was displayed on Flag
Pond Hill battery, upon which 1 ceased firing and sent a boat in
charge of Actiug Ensign W. H. Bryant to take possession, which he
did, planting our flag upon the work and capturing about 70 prisoners,
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which were seut on board the Santiago de Cuba by boats belonging to

vessels in the vicinity. Boats from this ship were employed until after

midnight carrying troops.

On the 26th too much surf to bring off troops. Remained at anchor

near the shore, shelling the woods all night at intervals.

At daylight on the morning of the 27th veered chain, backed in, and

ran a line to shore. Boats were employed until 11 : 45 a. m. reembark-

ing troops until every man was off the beach.
Ammunition expended: 62 shell for 30-pounder Parrott; 220 shell

for 24-pounder howitzers.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant
Saml. Huse,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Eear-Admiral David D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Abstract log of the V. S. B. Britannia, Acting VolnnteeT IJentenant Samnel Hoae, V. S. Navy.

December 23, 1864.—At daylight the fleet steaming for anchorage.
December 24.—At 12 : 45 a. m. saw a large Are. At 1 : 45 saw a large

explosion in the same place. At 8 : 45 a. m. came to with port anchor
near the flagship. At 1 p. m. continued heavy firing heard from the
direction of Fort Fisher.
December 25.—At 9:50 a. m. the Malvern made signal. At 10:20

a. m. the Santiago de Cuba commenced firing. At 10 : 30 the Governor
Buckingham commenced firing. At 10 : 40 the Santiago made signal.

We commenced firing. At 10 : 53 the Howquah commenced firing. At
11 the 2^ew Ironsides commenced firing at Fort Fisher. A general firing

by the fleet. At 11 : 45 Santiago made signal. Dropped kedge and
sent a boat to land troops. At 1 p. m. received orders from the admiral
to move closer inshore; did so at once. At 2:20 the Santiago made
signal to get underway. Troops commenced to land. The men in the
battery set a white flag; ceased firing. At 2:30 p. m. sent Acting
Ensign W. H. Bryant, who planted the American flag on the battery.
At 3 commenced transporting prisoners to the Santiago de Cuba. At
4:10 p. m. the troops were fired upon by rebel riflemen. At 4:10
our troops commenced firing from the battery with artillery. We
commenced firing at the rebels. At 4 : 20 the Santiago signaled ; ceased
firing. At 5 received orders from the Santiago to commence firing.
At 5 : 45 ceased firing from the fleet. The fort kept up a heavy fire up
the beach till (j : 40, when it ceased. At 5 troops commenced to reem-
bark. From 6 to 8 p. m, embarking troops. From 8:30 to 10 p. m.
heard heavy firing in the direction of Fort Fisher, with occasionally
volleys of musketry. Embarking troops.
December 26.—Commences and until 4 a. m. Heard the report of

guns from Fort Fisher and the heavy firing of musketry. At 4 contin-
uous firing in the direction of Fort Fisher. At 9 commenced shelling
the woods. At 11:30 a. m. the men on shore attempted to launch a
boat which was immediately swamped. At 11.52 an army gunboat
[transport] succeeded in getting a life boat on shore. From 12 to 4 p. m.
calm, with heavy breakers on the beach. A line was run to the shore
and communication opened with the troops. From 8 to 12 midnight
occasionallyshelling the woods all the watch.

'

December 27.—Commences and until 4 a.m. Firing a shell every
two minutes into the woods to the left of our troops ^\\ <;he watch,
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From 8 to 12 meridian first' cutter and whaleboat employed embarking
troops until 11 : 45 a. m.
December 28.—At (5:40 a. m. sighted a large side-wheel steamer with

two smokestacks run aground about one-half mile west from Fort Cas-
well. At 6 : 45 the Maratanza and Tristram Shandy ran in and com-
menced firing at her, the batteries on shore replying very rapidly. At
7 the fleet ceased firing and steamed toward the buoy. At 7 : 15 the
batteries ceased firing.

December 29.—At 9 : 11 a. m. a two-smokestack, two-masted, side-

wheel blockade runner steaming up the river for Wilmington.

BepoTt of Acting VolantMr laeatenant KaoSiannid, IT. S. Navy, oommanding TT. 8. 8. Ooyemor
Bnokinghain.

TJ. S. 8. GovEENOE Buckingham,
Beaufort, N. 0., January 1, 1865.

SiE: I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera-

tions of this vessel in the late attack on Fort Fisher and the neighbor-

ing batteries:
At 1 : 20 p. m., 24th ultimo, signal was made from the Keystone State

to attack the Mound and batteries. At 1:30 p. m. took a position

between the IT. S. steamers Quaker City and Monticello, opened fire on

the fort and Mound, firing with good effect. At 5:30 ceased firing in

obedience to signal from flagship, stood ofl'shore, and anchored. At
9: 10 a. m., 25th instant, followed the U. S. S. Santiago de Cuba iu the

direction of the Half Moon battery. At 10 : 20 a. m. opened fire on the

Half Moon battery; received no response; standing slowly to the

southward. At 11 a. m., in obedience to an order from Captain O. S.

Glisson, anchored abreast of Flag Pond battery; could see that there

were men in it. Opened a heavy tire on it from five rifled guns. At 11

a. m. sent the launch and second cutter to the Santiago de Cuba. Trans-

ports coming in slowly. At 3 p. m. sent the gig, in charge of Acting

Assistant Paymaster Lynford Lardner, to assist in landing the troops.

At 2: 40 p. m. a white flag was shown from the battery on Flag Pond
Hill; thetroopsatthetime were pulling for the shore; an army launch

was training a howitzer on it. I hailed them not to fire. Boats were

pulling rapidly for the shore from the Britannia, Eowquah, Santiago de

Cuba, and other vessels. An ensign from the Britannia was first on

the beach. He ran up to the battery, planted the United States flag,

and received the surrender of the forces in the battery. About 5 p. m.

orders were given from an army tug not to land any more troops ; boats

returned to the ship. Shortly after dark received orders to send all of

my available boats to assist in reembarking the troops; immediately

dispatched the launch and first and second cutters. The boats returned

at midnight to the ship, the surf being too heavy for them. Anchored

throughout the night in 4 fathoms water, in a good position to cover

our troops in the event of their being attacked. During the 26th

instant surf too heavy for our boats; firing an occasional shot in the

direction of where the rebel troops were supposed to be. At 4 p. m.

received a request from Brigadier-General Curtis, through Lieutenant

De Kay of Major General Butler's staff', to fire over the woods, as the

enemy were massing in his front and both flanks; communicated with

Commander J. C. Howell, commanding U. S. S. Nereus. He ordered

me to move further to the southward and protect the left flank of the

N w E—VOL 11 23
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army; hove up anchor, stood about half a mile to the southward,
anchored, and commenced firing slowly. Throughout the night fired a
gun every fifteen minutes just to the left of our troops on shore. At
8 a. m., 27th instant, dispatched the launch and first and second cut-

ters to assist in bringing the troops off from the beach. At noon they
returned to the vessel, all the troops having been gotten off. At 1 p. m

.

stood offshore. I am of the opinion that had the troops on shore been
properly supported they would have gotten into the fort.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John MaoDiabmid,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Beport of Acting Volunteer Lientenant HaoSiarmid, IT. 8. Vary, commanding IT, 8. 8. CioyemoT
Bnckuigham, transmitting reports regarding the reembarkation of troops.

IT. S. S. Governor Buckingham,
Beaufort, If. C, January 2, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor herewith to enclose the reports of Acting Mas-
ter's Mates F. H. Poole and William W. Hunter, who were in charge
of boats from this ship, engaged in landing and reembarking troops.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
John MacDiarmid,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.
Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Beaufort, N. O.

[Enclosnres.]

U. S. S. Governor Buckingham,
Beaufort, N. C, December 29, 1864.

Sir: In obedience to your orders, was in charge of the second cutter
of this vessel, engaged in taking off troops from shore to army trans-
ports on the 25th and 27th instant. Had in my boat different army offi-
cers who freely gave me their opinion that Fort Fisher could have been
easily taken on the 25th instant, and they very deeply regretted that
they were ordered to reembark without assaulting. I recollect one offi-
cer in particular saying that ten of his men lay under the embrasures
all nighti and that it could have been carried very easily.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Francis H. Poole,

Acting Master's Mate, U. 8. Navy.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant John MacDiarmid,

Commanding U. S. 8. Governor Buckingham.

T7. S. S. Governor Buckingham,
Beaufort, N. C, December 29, 1864.

Sir: In obedience to your orders, was in charge of the first cutter of
this vessel on the 25th and 27th instant, engaged in taking off trooos
from shore to the army transports; was in conversation with army offi-
cers who had been down on a reconnoissance to Fort Fisher. They told
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me that they fully believed that the fort could have been carried bv
assault by the troops that were on shore on the 25th instant, and thev
telt very much surprised as well as deeply mortified at being ordered
to reembark without making the assault. 1 also heard great dissatis-
laction witli officers and men at their being withdrawn from what thev
all considered an easy victory, already within their grasp.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wm. W. Hunter,

Acting Master's Mate, U. S. Navy.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant John MacDiarmid,

Commanding U. S. 8. Oovernor Buckingham.

Report of Acting Emign Wood, U. 8. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Triatram Shandy, in reiponse
to General Cider No. 76.

U. S, S. Tristram Shandy,
Beaufort, If. C, December 30, 1864.

Sir : In compliance with General Order No. 76, 1 have the honor to
make the following report:
At 8

: 55 a. m. of the 24th of December, 1864, 1 reported this vessel, as
ordered, to the commauding ofBcer of the U. S. S. Keystone State for
assignment of my position during the engagement. At 3:10 p. m.,
about two hours after the firing became general from the ironclads, the
larger vessels, and the forts, I took position and opened fire upon the
Mound battery, continuing until general signals were made from your
flagship to retire. Our firing was good, most of our shot striking the
battery and many exploding right in the top of it. The other vessels
engaging the same battery also made excellent firing, and much damage
must have been done to it.

On the morning of the 25th of December, 1864, 1 received orders from
you to report to the commanding officer of the U. S. S, Santiago de
Cuba, which I did, and was assigned a position to the eastward and near
the U. S. S. A. D. Vance. Taking that position, I opened on the Flag
Pond battery, to the eastward of Battery Anderson about 3 miles. Our
fire was returned briskly from a heavy gun mounted on this and a bat-
tery of Whitworth guns in the enemy's line of intrenchments, the shot
falling very thickly near and around us. At 1 p. m., my ammunition
being expended, I withdrew and steamed down for the Santiago de Cuba,
which vessel was moored nearly abreast of Battery Anderson. While
my boat was on board the Santiago de Cuba a white flag was hoistedon
Battery Anderson, and I immediately sent the second cutter with Act-
ing Master's Mate Robert T. Clifford on shore. He was the first on the
beach, and when Battery Anderson surrendered it was to the navy, and
the prisoners were taken by the navy, the U. S. S. Britannia having
taken position in the early part of the day and kept up a rapid fire

upon it.

From this vessel Fort Fisher could plainly be seen, and the impres-
sion of every officer (and the subject was freely discussed) was that it

could not but surrender. It appeared to be in a very battered condi-
tion, several of the casemates being entirely destroyed, and we had not
a doabt but that it would fall an easy prey to an assault by the troops
landed for that purpose. I had no idea that it could possibly be
defended much longer. The number and names of the prisoners and
the number of rifles captured by this vessel have been already reported
to you,
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It is but justice for me to state that the conduct of all of the officers

and men attached to this vessel during the action was deserving of all

praise.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Ben Wood,
Acting Ensign, Commanding pro tern.

Bear-Admiral Datid D. Poeter, U. 8. Navy,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Flagship Malvern,

BepOTt of Acting Ensign Wood, IT. 8. Kavy, commanding V. 8. 8. Tiistram Shandy, giving lilt

of prisoners captured.

U. S. S. Teistbam Shandy,
Off Western Bar, Wilmington, N. C, December 28, 1864.

SiE : I have the honor to forward the following report of prisoners

captured by a boat from this vessel under charge of Acting Master's

Mate Eobert [T.] CliflFord, at the surrendering of Battery Anderson,
near New Inlet, on the 25th December, 1864, at about 2 : 30 p. m. : Ser-

geant Thomas F. Lanning, Sergeant John T. Sink, Corporal Thomas
O. Ratts, Private Jesse H. Fritz, Private J. W. Koonts, Private
Meredith Poole, Private R. A. Billings, Private Joseph Harrell, all

belonging to the Forty-second North Carolina Kegiment.
They were afterwards transferred to the U. S. 8. Lilian by order of

the fleet captain.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Ben Wood,
Acting Ensign, Commanding pro tempore.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Poeter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Flagship Malvern.

Report of Lientenant-General Grant, IT. 8. Army, transmitting statement of Lientenant-Colonel
Comstock, U. 8. Army, regarding operations against Fort Fisher.

City Point, Va., January 1, 1865.

Sir : Herewith I submit u statement lately drawn up by Lieutenant-
Colonel Comstock, of my staff, who was with the expedition which
moved against Fort Fisher. It was his views of the situation, and no
one had a better opportunity of seeing than he had, and no one is more
capable of judging. The fact is there are but two ways of taking Fort
Fisher, operating from the water : One is to surpi-ise them while there
is but a small garrison defending the place; the other is for the navy
to send a portion of their fleet into Cape Fear Eiver while the enemy's
batteries are kept down by the fire from the balance. Troops can then
land and hold the point until the troops in the fort surrender. With
Cape Fear River in the hands of the enemy they have the same com-
mand over the sand spit on which Fort Fisher is built that we have.
In the three days of good weather which elapsed after the army had
reached the scene of action, before the navy appeared, our troops had
the chance of capturing Fort Fisher while it had an insufficient garri-
son to hold it; the delay gave the enemy time to accumulate a force.
Every preparation is now going on to get troops back to the mouth of
Cape Fear River as soon as possible. The enemy may, by that time
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have withdrawn Hoke's division, which went from here to Wilmington.
If not, Admiral Porter will have to run a portion of his fleet by the bat-
teries, as suggested before, or there will be no earthly use in landing
troops. The failure before was the result of delays by the navy, I do
not say unavoidable, for I know nothing of the cause, since the work
to be done is likely to require much greater risk on their part than if
the delay had not occurred. I know Admiral Porter to be possessed
of as fine judgment as any other officer and capable of taking as great
risks. It will be necessary, however, that he should know and appre-
ciate the situation in all its bearings, and be ready to act according to
the emergency. I will write to him fully or send him a copy of this,
and also send the same staff officer that accompanied the expedition
before, who will lay the whole thing before him. It seems to me proper
that these views should be laid before Admiral Porter by the Secretary
of the Navy also.

U. S. Geant,
Lieutenant- General.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

Headquaktees Aemies of the United States,
City Point, Va., January 1, 1865.

SiE: I have the honor to submit some considerations on the recent
failure at Wilmington, and on the chances of success of any future
attempt. In my opinion the cause of the failure was the delay in mak-
ing the attack, giving ample time to the enemy to put a force at Wil-
mington larger than theland force sent by us. The land forcesembarked
at Bermuda Hundred on the 8th of December, in the expectation of a
very short delay at Port Monroe. Owing to the weather and the pow-
der boat they did not go to sea until the 14th, arriving off Wilmington
the night of the 15th. Three days of good weather ensued, on any of
which the army could have landed, the enemy, as we afterwards were
informed, having at that time but 400 men in Port Fisher and about
2,500 in the vicinity of Wilmington. If an attack had been made it

would have had every chance of success that could have been expected.
On the evening of the third of these three days of fine weather

Admiral Porter arrived, but a breeze sprang up the same night (Decem-
ber 18),making alanding impracticable. From thistimetill December 25
the army force could not land from bad weather, and the necessity of
going into Beaufort, N". C, for coal and water. On the 25th a landing
was effected. Prisoners captured from Hoke's division of Lee's army
informed General Butler, as he told me, that Kirkland's and Hagood's
brigades were there as reinforcements. Seventeen days had elapsed
since the embarkation at Bermuda Hundred and eleven since the depart-
ure from Fort Monroe; both army and navy had shown themselves at

Beaufort; all chance of a surprise was gone; a reconnoissance of Fort
Fisher from the land showed it uninjured; a few skirmishers went up
to the work, but when a body of about 300 men showed themselves
1,000 yards away from the work they were fired on by the work ; an
assault of the work in its uninjured condition, with 16 or 17 heavy
guns sweeping the ground over which the assault would be made, was
deemed impracticable, and the troops were reembarked. Prisoners who
left the work in the morning reported the garrison to be 1,000 men, and
gave the regiments.
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The proper method of defense of a work like Fort Fisher uuder such

circumstances would be to keep its garrison in its bombproofs to avoid

loss, firing a few guns to prevent the navy from running by, and only

manning the parapets at the moment of an assault. If there were

more troops than were needed for the defense of the work or than could

be sheltered in its bombproofs, they should te kept out of the work in

the day to avoid loss from the navy fire, and brought back at night to

resist any night attack. This seems to have been the method followed.

The artillery fire of the fort was very slight—as was the musketry fire

on our skirmishers—during daylight, but heavy after dark. We cap-

tured 200 men who had left the fort in the morning for want of bomb-
proof shelter on their way back to it at night.

As to future operations, I think if an equal force, say 600 men, could

be placed before Fort Fisher under the same circumstances as our

force was in from the 15th to the 18th of December, it would have a

good chance of success. This supposes that the enemy will at once
diminish the garrison of Fort Fisher to 400 men, and take away what-
ever reinforcements were sent, and, in addition, that within a week from
the embarkation here a landing can be effected there. At the pres-

ent season this is a matter of much doubt. For a siege of Wilming-
ton or Fort Fisher, the force should, in my opinion, not be less than
15,000 men. Supplying this force from the open beach or from Mason-
boro Inlet at this season of the year is, I think, very uncertain. If we
had continued the landing begun on the 25th it would have, from bad
weather, taken three days to get all the men ashore. I may add that
at the time we were at Fort Fisher the Tallahassee, an ironclad, and
another small armed vessel were reported in the Cape Fear Eiver, and
would suggest thatif the navy is able to silence Fort Fisher, so that it

can not interfere with an assault on shore, it would also be able to send
some vessels past Fort Fisher, in case another attempt was made, to
prevent troops being annoyed by the fire of those vessels.

Very respectftiUy,

0. B. COMSTOOK,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Aid-de-Camp.

Lieutenant-Colonel T. S. Bowers,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Extract from a report of Lientenant-Oeneral Grant, IT. 8. Army, refeiring to the combiaed
operations against Fort Fisher.

Headquarters Armies of the United States,
Washington, D. C, July 22, 1865.

Sir: • • » Wilmington, N. C, was the most important seacoast
port left to the enemy through which to get supplies from abroad and
send cotton and other products out by blockade runners, besides being
a place of great strategic value. The navy had been making strenuous
exertions to seal the harbor of Wilmington, but with only partial eflfect.
The nature of. the outlet of Cape Fear Eiver was such that it required
watching for so great a distance that, without possession of the land
north of New Inlet or Fort Fisher, it was impossible for the navy to
entirely close the harbor against the entrance of blockade runners. To
secure possession of this land required the cooperation of a land force
which I agreed to furnish. Immediately commenced the assemblage in
Hampton Roads, under Admiral D. D. Porter, of the most formidable
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armada ever collected for concentration upon one given point. This
necessarily attracted the attention of the enemy as well as that of the
loyal North, and through the imprudence of the public press, and very
likely of ofiBcers of both branches of service, the exact object of the
expedition became a subject of common discussion in the newspapers
both North and South. The enemy, thus warned, prepared to meet it.

This caused a postponement of the expedition until the latter part of
November, when being again called upon by Hon. G. V. Fox, Assistant
Secretary of the Navy, I agreed to furnish the men required at once,
and went myself, in company with Major-General Butler, to Hampton
Eoads, where we had a conference with Admiral Porter as to the force

required and the time of starting.

A force of 6,500 men was regarded as sufficient. The time of start-

ing was not definitely arranged, but it was thought all would be ready
by the 6th of December, if not before. Learning on the 30th of Novem-
ber that Bragg had gone to Georgia, taking with him most of the forces
about Wilmington, I deemed it of the utmost importance that the
expedition should reach its destination before the return of Bragg, and
directed General Butler to make all arrangements for the departure of

Major-General Weitzel, who had been designated to command the land

forces, so that the navy might not be detained one moment.

TJ. S. Grant,
Lieutenant- General.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

Besolation of the Hoase of BepresentativeB of the TTnited States, Thirty-eighth Congren,

second session, requesting information regarding the hunting of guns.

January 5, 1865.—On motion of Mr. J. H. Hubbard,
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to communi-

cate to this House, so far as he has knowledge, what number of guns

were burst on board our fleet in the late bombardment of Fort Fisher;

on what ships they were mounted; the cause of their failure; the

number of persons killed and wounded thereby; and whether any of

such guns were of wrought-iron construction.

Attest:
Edward McPhbrson,

Olerlc.

By Clinton Lloyd,
Chief Cleric.

[Tirst endorsement.]

The board on rifled ordnance will please answer the questions con-

tained in this resolution of the House of Representatives.
H. A. Wise,

Chief of Bureau.

January 16, 1865.

[Second endorsement.]

From all the official information that we have been able to obtain, we

find that five Parrott rifled guns burst on board our fleet during the

attack on Fort Fisher on the 24th, 25th, and 26th December, and that

they were mounted on board the following named vessels: Itconderoga,

Juniata, Mackinaw, Quaker City, and Yantic.
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The cause of their bursting we have not been able to determine for

want of sufficient data.

The number of persons killed and wounded is reported to have been

45. None of the burst guns were entirely of wrought-iron construc-

tion, but were all of castiron, strengthened at the breech by a wrought-

iron band.
J. S. MiSSROON,

Commodore and Senior Member.

Navy Depaetment, January 18, 1865.

[Telegram.]

Wilmington, December 23, 1864.

Fleet reported this morning as unchanged in position and numbers.

About forty vessels are assembled off New Inlet. Sea has been too

rough for any landing outside of the bar so far.

Beaxton Beagg.
Lieutenant-Colonel W. H. Tatloe,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Telegram.]

Wilmington, December 23, 1864.

The fleet which drew off in the rough weather is again assembled

;

seventy vessels now in sight on the coast. The advance of the troops

only reached here tonight.
Beaxton Beagg.

Colonel John B. Sale,
Richmond, Va.

(Copies sent to the President, Secretary of War, and the Adjutant-
General.)

Letter from Uajor-Oeneral Whiting, C. 8. Army, to Hajor-Etoneral Oilmer, C. S. Army, snr-

mising regarding the enemy's plan of attack.

Headquabtees,
Wilmington, December 23, 1864.

General : We seem to be in the midst of disasters all round. Our
position here is very precarious, and as the enemy's fleet are off New
Inlet in heavy force, in our present depleted condition it may be carried
at any moment unless the enemy delay until Hoke shall have arrived.
None of his people have made their appearance yet. The fleet seem to
be waiting for smooth water. From various circumstances, I fear their
plan is one I have been apprehensive of ever since Cushing's memora-
ble exploit of coming in the harbor at night in a small boat—that is, to
send in barges the first smooth and dark night with troops over New
Inlet Bar, land on the beach at Confederate Point, and carry the bat-
teries. It is perfectly feasible with our sadly diminished garrisons, the
best men of which were taken to Georgia. The vessels of the enemy
upon such a coup de main would follow in with scarce the chance of a
shot, and the harbor is gone. In such an event, though the forts of the
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western entrance might readily hold out until their provisions were
exhausted, yet the whole system would be broken, and the best course
would be to save the troops. I have always hoped to have a strong
garrison for Confederate Point to obviate this danger, together with
such a powerful supporting force as would make such an attempt too
hazardous for trial, and force an attack from above. But our circum-
stances have been such that this appears to have been impossible, and
we are caught at great disadvantage. It was to prevent any chance of
such a movement on the part of the enemy that I ordered from Eng-
land long since, on my own responsibility, three calcium lights. They
have been reported at Bermuda for a month past, but unfortunately
have not yet come in. With them in play, we could so illuminate the
bar as to enable us to annihilate a boat flotilla.

Many indications lead me to think the enemy have hit upon this plan,

so fraught with danger to us and so promising to them, with small risk.

The confirmation of the reports of my spy from Norfolk, that heavy
frigates, like the Wabash and Colorado, loaded with troops, would form
the advance of the attack under Butler. These vessels and other
heavy frigates are off here now, and as against this place could only
be used as transports. The reported exercising with troops in an
immense number of small boats at Norfolk, the presence of Gushing,
the knowledge of the enemy of the great diminution of our force, and
especially the absence of the nsnal transports which accompany an
expedition destined to make a land attack, are all to me strong indica-

tions in favor of such a movement as I have described, which 1 must
say is the best they could devise with our present means. A success-

ful coup de main would give them, at an expense of no very large num-
ber of troops, a position most formidably secure against any effort of ours

to repossess it should we be reinforced after the event, would completely

stop all blockade running, and result inevitably and at no distant time

in the possession of the Cape Fear Kiver and Wilmington. If they

delay till Hoke arrives we have a better chance. We have scraped up
every pound of provisions; have about ten days for the troops now
here; nothing for Hoke.
There is another course open to the enemy which would eventually

produce the same results, but would take more time and trouble as

well as cause more loss; that is, to make the landing near Gatliu Bat-

tery and take possession of any i)oint on the river above Fisher. This

would isolate the forts and, of course, cause their fall from the want of

supplies, unless we could in the meantime dislodge the enemy. The
possession of the Sugar Loaf hills would make them too strong to give

much hope of the latter. Either is feasible. I have made such dis-

positions as have been in my power to arrest this, and am waiting in

much anxiety Hoke's arrival. The force here being entirely inadequate,

of course 1 have to weaken some other points. I had prepared one of

the partially disabled blockade-running steamers to obstruct the Eip

at New Inlet, but as British property. General Bragg declines to seize

her. But the enemy know too much to try to pass the forts with their

fleet. Depend upon it their troops will be put to open the harbor.

Very truly, yours,
W. H. 0. Whiting,

Major- General.

Major-General J. F. Gilmee,
Chief Engineer, Richmond.
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[Telegram.]

Fort Fishee, December 24, 1864—7 a. m.

Fleet still off. Not light enough to define numbers. Wind west and
southwest. Not a vestige left of the vessel that blew up.

W. Lamb,
Colonel, Commanding.

Major Hill.

[I'elegram.]

FoET Fishee, December 24, 1864—10 a. m.

Fleet are about 6 or 7 miles off. I recognize Ironsides and three

frigates of Wabash class in the fleet. Please do not take reserves from
me. I need them at night and they can not stand marching to and from
camp. Can't you send me Ezzell's company! I have to have such a
heavy picket that it reduces my effective artillerists.

Lamb,
Colonel.

Major Hill.

[Telegram.]

Headqttartees Aemy op Noethben Vieginia,
December 24, 1864.

General Bragg reports that the enemy's fleet moved in about 1 p. m.,

Ironsides leading, and opened Are on Fort Fisher. A gunboat last

night, in pursuing one of our steamers, grounded, was abandoned, and
blown up.

B. E. Lee.
Hon. J. A. Seddon,

Secretdry of War.

[Telegram.]

Wilmington, N. C, December 24, 1864—lOp. m.
The bombardment of Fort Fisher was kept up by some fifty vessels,

including two monitors, until after sunset, when the enemy withdrew.
Our casualties were 23 wounded, including two officers. Damage to
works and armament slight.

Beaxton Bsagg.
Lieutenant-Colonel W. H. Taylor,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Telegram.]

Deoembee 24, 1864.
Don't put self-acting torpedoes on the Eip till further orders. Want

to get some obstructions there first.

W. H. 0. Whiting,
Major- General.

Lieutenant Pembeoke Jones,
Battery Buchanan.
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Beport of Major-Oeneral Whiting, C. S. Army, advising the immediate obstrnction of the Bips.

Headquarters Third Military District,
December 24, 1864.

Flag-OfiQcer Pinkney goes up this evening in the Ohickamauga. Both
he and I consider it essential that the Kips be obstructed, and at once.
I gave orders to-day before I left to the engineer to send down at once
what obstructions we have. I depended on placing a steamer. The
Arctic is given to ns for that purpose, though by no means so effective

as what I desired. Please to give every authority in your power to send
the Arctic by to-morrow morning, to be placed on the Eips as an obstruc-
tion. I send this by the courtesy of Flag-OflBcer Pinkney. If they do
not attack us to-night we will be well. I have directed Counally's force

and 500 men from Kirkland as supports to-night. Very little damage
done, although fire very heavy.

Very respectfully, W. H. C. Whiting,
Major- General.

General Bragg,
Commanding.

Report of Colonel Lamb, C. S. Army, oommanding Fort Fisher.

Headquarters Confederate Point,
Fort Fisher, iV. G., December 24, 1864—6 p. m.

I have the honor to report by telegraph that the enemy's fleet, con-

sisting of over fifty vessels, including two monitors, several armored
vessels, and a large proportion of heavily armed frigates and sloops of

war, commenced a furious bombardment of Fort Fisher at 12 : 40 p. m.,

which they kept up until 5 : 30 p. m., when they withdrew. They took

position from opposite Howard's Hill to opposite the Mound, thus enfilad-

ing our land face and our camp. They destroyed about one-half our

quarters, including headquarters. They damaged, more or less, some of

our parapets and traverses, but no part of the work was greatly injured,

except in front of Blakeley gun, on right of the northeast salient. They
disabled one X-inch carriage, oneVIH-inch carriage, and two 32-pounder

carriages. The X-inch in the pulpit and the VIH-inch in the left of the

northeast salient were dismounted by recoil. They will be mounted

to night.

The casualties were as follows : Wounded, 1 mortally, 3 severely, and
19 slightly; total, 23, viz, 2 commissioned officers (Lieutenant Matthew
Washington Pridgen, Company H, Thirty-sixth Regiment, and Passed

Midshipman Clarence Gary, G. S. Navy), both slightly; 3 noncommis-

sioned officers, 16 privates, 2 seamen.

The garrison flag was shot away and the staff cut down. Battle

flags were raised as soon as possible on the Mound and on the left

bank.
The ofBcers, soldiers, and seamen all did their whole duty, and are

entitled to the thanks of their countrymen.

As the enemy attempted no passage of the bar and stayed out at

long range, with the exception of their ironclads, I fired very slowly

and deliberately. I am unable to know what damage was done them,

but I am certain the injury inflicted upon them far exceeds the Injury

their bombardment did us. Our Heavenly Father has protected my
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garrison this day, and I feel that He will sustain us in defending our

homes from the invader.
Wm. Lamb,

Colonel, Commanding.

Major Hill,
Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral.

[Telegram.]

Sugar Loaf, December 26, 1864—12 m.

Please send a gunboat to patrol between Fisher and Anderson, to

prevent crossing and annoy enemy's flank by fire at Craig's Landing.
Archer Anderson,

Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral.

Plag-Officer Pinkney,
Wilmington, N. C.

[Telegram. ]

Sugar Loaf, December 26, 1864—4 p. m.

We have opened communication with Fort Fisher and now hold the

river. I would be glad to have the gunboat down to cooperate, but it

should not open flre.

Braxton Bragg.
Flag-Officer Pinkney,

Wilmington, N. C.

Letter of Oeneial Biagg, C. S. Army, to Flag-Officer Pinkney, C. 8. Navy, regarding the

services of Confederate naval forces in defense of Fort Fisher.

Headquarters Department of North Carolina,
Wilmington, December 29, 1864.

Sir: The enemy having drawn oflf entirely since his discomfiture,

there is no longer a necessity for the patrol on the river which you
kindly established at my request. It affords me great pleasure to con-

vey to you the assurance of my admiration for the conduct of your offi-

cers and men serving Battery Buchanan during the bombardment of

the 24th and 25th instant. General Whiting speaks in the highest
terms of their gallantry and efficiency. When the reports in detail are
received I shall be able to lay the matter before the Government in a
more formal and satisfactory dispatch.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, etc.,

Braxton Bragg.
Flag-Officer Pinkney,

Wilmington.

Report of Hajor-Oeneral Whiting, C. 8. Army, transmitting report of Colonel Lamb, C. 8, Armyi
commanding Fort Fisher.

Headquarters, Wilmington, December 31, 1864.

Colonel : For the information of the general commanding, I for-
ward the report of Colonel Lamb, commanding Fort Fisher, in the
action of the 24th and 25th.



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 365

On receiving the information, at 1 p. m. on the 24th, that the fleet was
moving in to take position, I at once ordered a steamer, and reporting to
the headquarters, proceeded to the point of attack,reaching Confederate
Point just before the close of the first day's bombardment, which lasted
four hours and a half. That of the second day commenced at 10 : 20 a. m.
and continued, with no intermission or apparent slackening, with great
fury from over fifty ships till dark. During the day the enemy landed
a large force, and at 4: 30 advanced a line of skirmishers on the left
flank of the sand curtain, the fleet at the same time making a concen-
trated and tremendous enfilading fire upon the curtain. The garrison,
however, at the proper moment, when the fire slackened to allow the
approach of the enemy's land force, drove them ofl" with grape and
musketry ; at dark the enemy withdrew. A heavy storm set in and the
garrison were much exposed, as they were under arms all night. At 8
a. m., 26th, a reported advance in boats was opened on with grape and
shell.

The garrison remained steadily awaiting a renewal of the assault or
bombardment until Tuesday morning [27th

J,
when they were relieved by

the supports of Major-General Hokeand the embarkation of the enemy.
Colonel Lamb's report, herewith, gives all the details of the action. In
an accompanying paper I will give you an account in detail of all mat-
ters which fell under my own observation duringthe action and the three
succeeding days, which I beg you will cause to be forwarded for the
information of the War Department.
As soon as other business will permit, a report in detail of the con-

struction of the works, capacity of resistance, effect of fire, movements
of the enemy, improvements suggested; and it will be made out and
forwarded for the information of the Engineer Department.

In this it only remains for me to express my grateful sense of the
gallantry, endurance, and skill of the garrison and its accomplished
commander. To the latter I have already paid a just tribute of praise,

not for the action only, but for his whole course at Fort Fisher, of which
this action and its results are but the fruit. His report of the gallantry
of individuals I fully confirm from my own observation.

I wish to mention Captain Munn, Lieutenant Latham, Lieutenant
Hunter of the Thirty-sixth, Lieutenant Bankin of the First Battalion,

Captain Adams of the light artillery, as very active and efQcient. To
Colonel Tansill, of my staff, we owe many thanks. To his skillful

judgment and great experience the defense of the sand front was com-
mitted at the critical moment of assault. Of Major Eeilly, with his

battery, of the Tenth Carolina, who served the guns of the sand front

during the entire action, I have to say he has added another name to

the long lists of fields on which he has been conspicuous for indomi-

table pluck and consummate skill. Major Hill, chief of my staff, and
Major Strong, aid de-camp, here, as always, actively aided me through-

out. The gallant bearing and active labors of Major Saunders, chief

of artillery, to General Hubert, in very exposed positions, attracted my
s])ecial attention.

1 present my acknowledgments to Flag-OfBcer Pinkney,C. S. Navy,
who was present during the action, for the welcome and efficient aid

sent to Colonel Lamb; the detachment under Lieutenant Roby, which
manned the two Brooke guns, and the company of marines under Cap-
tain Van Benthnysen, which reinforced the garrison. Lieutenant

Chapman, C. S. Navy, commanding Battery Buchanan, by his skillfnl

gunnery saved us on our right from a movement of the enemy, which,
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unless checked, might have resulted in a successful passage. The navy
detachment at the guns under very trying circumstances did good work
No commendations of mine can be too much for the coolness, disci

pline, and skill displayed by officers and men.
Their names have not all been furnished to me, but Lieutenants Eoby,

Dornin, Armstrong, and Berrien attracted special attention throughout
To Passed Midshipman Gary I wish to give personal thanks. Thougli

wounded, he reported, after the bursting of his gun, to repel the threat
ened assault, and actively assisted Colonel Tansill on the land front

Above all and before all, we shall be grateful, and I trust all are, for the
favor of Almighty God, under and by whom a signal deliverance has
been achieved.

Very respectfully.

W. H. O. Whiting,
Major- General.

Lieutenant-Colonel A. Anderson,
Asst. Adjt. and Insp. Oen., Hdqrs.Dept. ofiMorth Carolina.

P. S.—I wish it to be understood that in no sense did I assume the
command of Colonel Lamb. I was a witness simply, confining my
action to observation and advice, and to our communications, and it is

as a witness that I report.

W. H. C. Whiting,
Major- General.

Detailed report of Colonel Lamb, C. S. Army, Commanding Fort Fisher.

Headquarters Confederate Point,
Fort Fisher, N. C, December 27, 1864.

Tuesday morning, December 20, a Federal fleet commenced gather-
ing off New Inlet, Rough weather prevailed until Saturday, December
24, when the weather was beautiful and the sea as calm as a lake. At
noon the fleet weighed anchor and advanced in one line toward the
fort, the Ironsides leading. At 12 : 40 p. m. the Ironsides opened and the
other ships followed as they took their positions on left, front, and
right of the fort, enfilading both land and sea faces. About fifty vessels
of the fleet, including one double-turreted and two single-turreted
monitors, joined in the engagement, and kept up an incessant fire
until dark—5:30 p.m. The enemy directed the warmest fire at the
flagstaff at headquarters until they had cut the flag and staff down
and knocked headquarters into a mass of ruins. They fired projectiles
of every description from a 3-inch rifle shell to a XV-inch round shell.
They destroyed about one-half of the quarters, disabled 3 gun car-
riages, tore up large quantities of the earthworks, splintered some of
the revetments, but did not injure a single bombproof or endanger
any magazine. The greatest penetration noticed was not over 5 feet
perpendicularly.
Our casualties were: Wounded, mortally, Ij seriously, 3: slightly 19'

total, 23. Commissioned officers. Lieutenant Matthew Washineton
Pndgen, Company H, Thirty-sixth North Carolina Regiment, and
Passed Midshipman Clarence Cary, C. S. Navy, both slightly fFor
particulars I respectfully refer to surgeon's report

)

" J
\

As no attempt was made by the enemy to cross the bar, the fort fired
slowly and deliberately, expending only 672 projectiles. The day was
so calm that the smoke hung around our batteries and the enemy's ships
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and prevented our ganners, generally, from seeing the effects of their
shots, but enough were seen to strike the enemy to know that their
casualties must very far exceed ours. A number of vessels were with-
drawn, and some were seen being towed off. The frigate Wabash,
apparently bearing the admiral's pennant, was driven from her position
late in the afternoon, and withdrew sternforemost, as if afraid to
expose her broadsides. At dark the enemy withdrew. Fort Fisher
iiring the last gun. Everything remained quiet during the night. At
about 10 a. m. next morning, December 25 (Christmas, the anniversary
of the Prince of Peace), the fleet advanced again in single line toward
the fort, led by the Ironsides. At 10: 30 a. m. the fleet, with the addi-
tion of another monitor (single-turreted) and some wooden steamers,
recommenced an incessant bombardment, if possible more noisy and
furious than that of the preceding day, which they kept up until after

dark (nearly 6 p. m.). During the day a few more quarters were
burned, more of the earthworks were displaced, but none seriously

damaged, and five guns were disabled by the enemy.
About 2 p. m. the flagship and other frigates came closer to the bar

and lowered boats, which approached to sound the bar. The Brooke-
gun battery opened upon them, with other guns, and drove them out.

The Armstrong gun, which had been held in reserve during the fight,

was pointed late in the afternoon on the flagship lying off" the bar, and
one steel shot amidships caused the admiral's pennant again to with-

draw. At 3:30 p. m. twelve of the enemy's barges came on the
Caroline Shoals, about 1 mile to the right of the Mound, apparently to

sound a passage for barges. It was a bold act, but the enemy paid for

their temerity. A few shots from Battery Buchanan, the naval com-
mand under Lieutenant Chapman, first cut the flag from a barge and
then cut the barge in two, causing the whole to retreat rapidly. The
enemy made no attempt to pass the bar, and the firing was even slower

and more deliberate than on the previous day, only 600 shots being
expended. Occasionally the fire of the land or sea face was directed

on a single ship, and it never failed to drive her out, at least for a
while. One frigate more stubborn than the rest, received six large

Blakely rifle shells in her sides before she would move. During the

day the enemy lauded a large force at Battery Anderson, a one-gun

battery 3 miles up the beach.
At 4:30 sharpshooters were seen on our left flank, and they fired

upon our gunners from the qaarters across the causeway. A few dis-

charges of cannister quieted them. At 5:30 p. m. a most furious

enfilading fire from the fleet down our palisade line; a heavy line of

skirmishers were seen advancing on our works. A fire of grape was
opened along the line, the palisades manned by the infantry, and the

advance repelled. Two battalions of Junior Eeserves joined the

Begulars in defending this line. Two prisoners from the One hundred
and forty-second New York Eegiment were taken and next morning a

number of new graves were seen on the beach, and an officer's sword

and some small arms and accouterments found scattered in fipont.

Firing occurred along this line at night as skirmishers would show
themselves, but no advance in force was made. At about 3 a. m. a

boat party was reported as advancing on the Mound. The prepara-

tions made for the reception of such an advance was found amply
suflBcient to repel it, if it were seriously made, the boats seen disappear-

ing very quickly. During the night the rain fell in torrents, wetting

the troops and their arms, but it did not dampen their spirits nor inter-

fere with their efttciency.
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The following is the list of casualties for the day : Killed, 3 ; wounded,
mortally, 2; severely, 7; slightly, 26; total wounded, 35. Total casu-

alties, 38. Commissioned officers, Captain W. C. Strong, aid de-camp,
and Lieutenant Brown, adjutant Junior Reserves, both slightly

wounded. Lieutenant T. L. Dornin, C. S. Navy, wounded in foot. One
of the 3 killed fell from the shot of a sharpshooter on our left flank. For
the two days (24th and 2r)th), killed, 3; wounded, 01.

The enemy were seen in heavy force on our land face Monday morn-
ing, but made no demonstration against us. This (Tuesday) morning,
December 27, the foiled and frightened enemy left our shores.

I can not speak too highly of the coolness and gallantry of my com-
mand. In the fierce bombardment of twelve hours by the heaviest

armed fleet that ever floated on the seas not one gnu detachment was
driven from their piece. The last gun on both days was flred by Fort
Fisher. The battalion of the Thirty-sixth North Carolina Regiment
that had helped to erect the works fought with a determination never
to allow the enemy to take them, and the gallant officers and men rep-

resenting the other artillery organizations of the Old North State-
Tenth North Carolina Regiment, First, Third, and Thirteenth Battalions
North Carolina Artillery—equaled in bravery and heroism their com-
rades of the Thirty-sixth. Adams' light battery not only skillfully

handled their Napoleons under the fire of sharpshooters in the evening,
but in the day did effective service at the heavy guns.
Major James H. Reilly, Tenth North Carolina Regiment, and Captain

Daniel Munn, Thirty-sixth Regiment, my field officers, discharged their
whole duty. To the coolness and experience of Major Reilly we are
indebted for the defense of the land face, and to Captain Munn we
owe our thanks for keeping one battle flag always floating defiance to
our foe.

My adjutant. Lieutenant George D. Parker, left his bed to repair to
his post, but unable to attend to the arduous duties of adjutant, of
which he was relieved by Lieutenant John N. Kelly, he went to the
batteries and fought gallantly through the whole bombardment.
The excellent order in which the attack found the ammunition and

armament of this fort is due mainly to the practical experience and
untiring energy of my ordnance men, at whose head is Ordnance-
Sergeant Montgomery Long, of Thirty-sixth North Carolina Regiment.
I would be pleased to have his services rewarded by a commission.
The staff on the Mound being unprovided with halyards, the battle

flag had not been raised when the garrison flag was shot away. The
order was immediately given to raise the flag, when Private Christopher
C. Bland, Company K, Thirty-sixth North Carolina Regiment, volun-
teered, and, climbing the staff' under a heavy fire, fastened the flag to
its top. At once a terrific fire was poured on the Mound, and one end
of the flag requiring to be fastened. Bland repeated the heroic deed,
and unscathed by the fearful ordeal fastened the flag firmly to the
staff", where it now floats, although torn and rent by fragments of shell.
During the bombardment on Sunday a burning shell fell into a gun

chamber, when it was coolly extinguished and thrown out by Privates
James Turner and J. H. Brisson, Company H, Thirty-sixth North Car-
olina Regiment.
LieutenantW. H. Williford, Company F, Thirty-sixth North Carolina

Regiment, and his gallant detachments never flinched from the Blakelv
in the redan, although the parapet in front was torn away and the gun
and carriages splintered by shells.
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I could mention numberless cases of daring equally deserving com-
mendation, but I must leave them for the roll of honor. In the man-
agement of my long line of works it was impossible for me to see
everything, and those acts observed among my own men attracted me
most, as I knew the individual actors from our long association. I
would make mention, however, of the detachment of officers, sailors,

and marines from the Navy, under Lieutenant Eoby, who came as
volunteers from Battery Buchanan to join us. Besides the severe bom-
bardment of the enemy from which this detachment sufl'ered their fall

share, they had another ordeal to try them. In the afternoon of Sunday
both of their 7-inch Brooke rifles burst—one at 2 : 30 p. m. and one at 4
p. m.—wounding quite a number; but, undaunted, they asked for other
guns to continue the skillful firing which they had so gallantly done
daring the whole bombardment.
The skillful and efficient manner in which our wounded and sick

were cared for during this bombardment reflects the highest credit on
Surgeon Singleton and his assistant surgeons.
I would mention the gallantry of my aid, Captain 0. H. Blocker, iu

carrying my orders through the heaviest fire.

I am indebted to Major W. J. Saunders, of General Hubert's staff, for

most valuable assistance in his department during the engagement.
To the presence of Major-General Whiting and his staff. Colonel Tan-

sill, Major Hill, and Captain Strong, from the evening of the first day's

bombardment to the retreat of the enemy, I owe much of the confidence

I felt in my command and much of the enthusiasm which inspired the
men throughout the fight.

I feel that to God we owe this great victory. I appealed to Him
during the hours of trial, and He protected my men and gave my gar-

rison that bravery and unconquerable heroism which held Fort Fisher

against a formidable attack by sea and land, and which saved our

homes &om the invader.
As soon as full reports of officers are received I will furnish a list of

those officers and men who were conspicuous for gallantry, to be for-

warded to the Adjutant and Inspector General, to be inscribed on the

roll of honor.
Forty-four heavy guns were brought into action, 20 on land face and

24 on sea front. The land face is 682 yards in length ; the sea face,

1,808^ yards; the total length of work, 2,580J yards. Both faces bear

on the sea.

On the 24th I had an effective total of 788 regulars, 140junior reserves,

total, 928. On the 25th an effecti ve force of 921 regulars and about 450

junior reserves ; total, 1,371. At night a reinforcement came from Bat-

tery Buchanan of about 60 sailors and marines, under Lieutenant

Arledge and other officers.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. Lamb,
Colonel, Commanding,

Major James H. Hill,
Chief of Staff and Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Mil. Diet,

Bept. ofN. G. and Southern Va., Wilmington, N. C.

[Copy to Captain Hardeman.]

N w E—VOL 11 24
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Beport of ammimitian expended in Fort Fisher, December 24-26, 1864.

Colonel : I respectfolly submit the following as a report of the

magazine keepers at this fort of cartridges expended during the bom-

bardment and land attack on the 24th and 25th of December

:

Magazine.
Decem-
ber 24.

Decem-
ber 25.

Xoundt.
40
34
55

Round$.
35

JfQ 2 - 62

•^Q 3 60
4

ios
106
113
25
59
6

19

JJq g 18
70

JJq g ., 84
114
70
60

^Q H 130 122

672 718

About 118 of the cartridges expended on 25th were for grape, can-

ister, and shell fired at land forces and boats of enemy.
Eespectfnlly submitted.

M. Long,
Ordnance Sergeant.

Colonel William Lamb,
Commanding.

Beporta of the largeon in charge at Fort Fisher, regarding casualties.

FoET Fisher, December 30, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report the casualties in the action at Fort
Fisher on December 24 and 25.

In the action of the 24th the casualties were as follows

:

Killed. Wonnded.

2
3Koncommlssioned oflBcera

Privatea
Seamen ..,,, „ , 2

Total 23

On December 25 the casualties were:

Killed. Wounded

Commissioned officersi
3
6

Koncommissloned olHcers
Prirates

3
Seamen

8
1

Marine

Total
3

Grand total
61
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Severely wounded on Deoember 24 4
Severely wounded on December 25 '.'.'.'.'.'.

..'...........'.'.. 7

Total "Jl

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

8. Singleton,
Surgeon in Oharge.

Colonel William Lamb,
Commanding.

PoBT FiSHEB, December 30, 1864.

Sib : In obedience with your request I send the following corrections,
viz:

December 24, commissioned ofiflcers wounded: Lieutenant M. W.
Pridgen, Company H, Thirty-sixth North Carolina troops, concussion
horn shell, slight; Past Midshipman Clarence Cary, slight, in right
leg. December 25: Captain W. O. Strong, aidde camp, concussion left

hip, slight; Lieutenant Brown, adjutant, First Battalion, Junior
Reserves, contusion of hip, slight; Lieutenant T. L. Dornin, C. S. Navy,
wounded in foot, slight.

On December 25 there were

:

Privates.

Killed 3
Mortally wonnded 2
Severely wounded 7
Slightly wounded 26

Total 38

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. Singleton,
Surgeon in Charge.

Colonel William Lamb,
Commanding Fort Fisher.

Extract from the offioial diary of Colonel Lamb, C. S. Army, commanding the defames of
federal Point, with headquarters at Fort Fisher.

December 23.—Fleet still oflF, but no demonstration made. Was rein-

fetwiA. tft-toj \S5 ?BYSY?Vb\ o? ^i?tf)OT ^fe\\\5's \)aUa\ioTi, compames Y and
K of Tenth North Carolina Regiment, 110 strong, and the Seventh
Battalion Junior Reserves. General Whiting placed Colonel Connally
and the forces at Sugar Loaf under me to-night.

December 24.—Little Hattie, Captain Libby, came in last night. A
blockader got aground near fort, set fire to herself, and blew up. Enemy
attacked fort at 12 : 40 with over fifty vessels, ironclads, frigates, etc.,

and continued bombardment until 5 : 30 p. m. We fired 672 times. They
did not injure works very seriously. Disabled five gun carriages.

Casualties: killed, none; wounded, 1 mortally, 3 seriously, 19 slightly;

total, 23. Commissioned officers: Lieutenant Washington Pridgen,

Company H, slight contusion ; Past Midshipman Clarence Cary, C. S.

Navy, slightly in leg. Noncommissioned officers: First Sergeant J. M.
Benson, Company B, Thirty-sixth, concussion and contusion of brain;

Sergeant J. H. Johnson, Company F, Tenth Regiment, contusion in

right arm; Sergeant CM. Kelly, Company B, slightly in face; Corporal

G. L. Britt, bruised in right side and arm. General Whiting arrived in

thickest of fight.
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December 25.—Fleet came up and opened at 10 : 30 and continued to

bombard us furiously until dark, when enemy threw his skirmishers
forward. I rallied men to palisades and drove them back with grape.
Took 2 prisoners and killed several. Casualties of the day : Killed, 3

;

mortally wounded, 1; seriously wounded, 6 ; slightly wounded, 28; tolal

wounded, 35.

December 36.—Foggy day and passed off quietly. Lieutenant-Colonel
Tait and four companies from the other inlet reinforced me. In the
morning saw enemy throwing up sand at Battery Anderson, and saw
what I considered a heavy line of skirmishers from woods in rear ofmy
cottage to Battery Holland.
December 27.—Enemy embarked on transports and left Confederate

Point. They kept up shelling all night and all day till they all had
left. Major French's battalion left for Smithville. General Bragg
visited Fort Fisher. Major Millard's battalion left for Sugar Loaf.
Colonel Graham's Twenty-first South Carolina Regiment came to the
front. General Whiting has remained with me since his arrival on
Sunday.

Beport of Flag-Offloer Finkney, C. S. Navy, transmitting report of lientenant Chapman, C. S.

Kavy, commanding Battery Buchanan.

Naval Commandant's Office,
Wilmington, January 4, 1865.

Sir : The report of Lieutenant Chapman of the incidents of the 24th
and 25th ultimo is so comprehensive as to render any further report
unnecessary.
The commendation which the oflBcer serving at the battery and in the

fort received from Lieutenant Chapman is merited. I deem it proper,
though, to present to the notice of the Department the zeal manifested
on the occasion of the attack by Lieutenants Armstrong and Dornin.
These oflBcers were here on the way to Charleston when the enemy ap-
peared off the fort. They immediately volunteered to serve wherever
they could be useful, and went with me to Battery Buchanan. On the
commencement of the bombardment they asked to be permitted to go
to Lieutenant Roby's battery, whither they went through the fire of the
enemy. They remained in the fort until the termination of the bom-
bardment. For this service I deem it my duty to commend them to the
notice of the Department.
On the appearance of the enemy I was obliged to take a portion of

the crew of the Chickamauga to serve the guns at Fort Fisher. These
oflicers and men served with distinguished skill and gallantry, as is
stated by Lieutenant Chapman.
The Chickamauga, though not immediately engaged in the defense,

still rendered efficient service in the transportation of ammunition,
I have the honor to be, etc.,

K. F. PiNKNEY,
Flag- Officer.

Hon. S. R. Mallory,
/Secretary of the Xavy.

[Enclosure.]

Battery Buchanan, December 29, 1864'.

Sir : I reported to you on the 20th instant that the fleet of the enemy
had arrived oft" this place. They disappeared on the same day and
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returned on the 23d, and anchored about miles off Fort Fisher. A
detachment of 29 men under Lieutenant Eoby was sent from this bat-
tery to man the Brooke guns at Fort Fisher.
On the 24th, at 12 o'clock m., the fleet of the enemy got underway in

line ahead (the Ironsides leading), and at 1 o'clock they opened fire on
the ibrt. There were forty-three vessels engaged, throwing every kind
of projectiles from a 3 inch bolt to a XV-inch shell. A most terrific
bombardment continued until 5:30 p. m., when the enemy withdrew.
On the 25th, at 10:30, the fight was renewed by the same number of
vessels and the tire was incessant until 5:30 p. m., when the fleet again
went beyond the range of our guns.
At 2:30 a number of boats were lowered from the ships of the fleet

and approached the battery. I think they were dragging for torpedoes.
We opened fire on them from one gun, and at the fourth discharge
sunk one of their boats; the others quickly withdrew. At 5:20 p. m.
a message was received from Fort Fisher saying the enemy had landed
and were advancing on the fort, and asking for reinforcements. Two-
thirds of the men belonging to the battery were immediately sent to
the fort, under Lieutenant Arledge and officers of the companies. They
double-quicked to the fort and got there in time to assist in repelling
the assault. We were at quarters nearly all Sunday night, expecting
an attack from the boats of the fleet.

On the 26th the men belonging to the battery, except those under
Lieutenant Roby, returned from Fort Fisher. There was no firing on
the fort on the 26th or 27th. On the 26th the forces of the enemy
reembarked, and on the night of the 28th the fleet disappeared, leaving
only the regular blockading squadron off this place.
Both of the guns commanded by Lieutenant Eoby burst. I send his

report.

Passed Midshipmen Gary and Berrien were with Lieutenant Roby,
and I understand the conduct of these ofiBcers and the men with them
is above all praise. Out of the 29 men from this battery, serving at
Fort Fisher, 19 were killed and wounded, and I regret to state that
some have since died. Lieutenants Armstrong and Dornin came down
as volunteers. They went to the forts and behaved as gallantly as men
could do. Lieutenant Dornin was painfully wounded by the explosion
of a shell.

Very respectfully, E. T. Chapman,
Ideutenant, Commanding,

Flag-OfiBcer E. F. Pinkney,
Commanding Naval Forces, etc.

Beport of lieutenant Boby, C. 8. Navy, commanding detachment from Battery Buchanan.

GONFEDEEATB POINT,
Fort Fisher, N. C, December—, 1864.

Colonel: In obedience to your instructions I have the honor to
make the following report of the naval battery of two 7-inch Brooke
guns during the bombardment of 24th and 25th instant:

About 12 : 40 on the 24th instant the fleet, approaching the fort in two
columns, took position about l^ miles distant and opened a most terrific

bombardment. As soon as they came in good range of this battery we
opened on them. Your orders in regard to firing slowly and delib-

erately were strictly observed.



374 NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

At sunset the fleet hauled off. We expended 14 bolts and 9 percus-

sion shells.

Passed Midshipman Clarence Gary was slightly wounded and 2 men
seriously wounded by a fragment of shell.

At about 10:30 on the 25th instant the enemy's fleet came up in the

same order of battle, and when within range we opened as on the pre-

ceding day.
At 2 p. m. several vessels lowered boats and sent them toward the

bar, when Passed Midshipman Berrien was ordered to open on them,

and they were soon driven back.
At 2:30 p. m. gun No. 1, commanded by Midshipman Gary, burst at

the third discharge, disabling the carriage and wounding several men.
At about 4 p. m. gun No. 2, commanded by Passed Midshipman Ber-

rien, burst at the eighth discharge.
At sunset the fleet hauled off. We expended 5 bolts and 6 shells.

Lieutenant Dornin and 14 men were wounded.
The distance, and frequently the smoke, prevented as from observing

the effect of our shot on the enemy. Two vessels were towed out of
action during the engagement.
The conduct of our ofQcers and men throughout is worthy of all

prjiise. Passed Midshipmen Glarence Gary and T. M. Berrien are
young ofBcers of superior intelligence, zeal, and gallantry, and should
they be again associated with yon on duty, I take pleasure in recom-
mending them highly for any duty you may be pleased to assign them.
Quarter Gunner A. Wright behaved with remarkable coolness and

gallantry.
Lieutenant T. L. Dornin, G. S. Navy, was with us daring the bom-

bardment as a volunteer, until receiving a very painful wound in the
foot at the bursting of the first gun. His of&cer-like bearing was
remarked by all present.

I beg leave to state that every precaution was taken in serving the
gun, being well scraped and sponged before the action commenced, and
during the bombardment was sponged three or four times before firing.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. M. EoBT,

First Lieutenant, Provisional Navy Confederate States.

Colonel William Lamb,
G. S. Army, Commanding Fort Fisher, etc.

Unofficial letter &om lientenant Armstrong, C. S. Navy, to Sargeon Oalt, C. S. Navy.

Wilmington, N. G., December 29, 1864.
Mt Dear Galt : Your welcome letter reached me a day or so ago,

in fact, only yesterday. I was at that time at Battery Buchanan, a
naval work of four guns, defended by our old friend Chapman, whither
I had gone to participate in the defenses of that battery and Fort Fisher.
The enemy's fleet, consisting of 54 vessels, among them the Colorado,
Ironsides, Brooklyn, etc., formed in line of battle and opened fire at 1
o'clock on the 24th, bombarding the fort (Fisher) continuously until
5:30, when they hauled out. We replied very slowly, firing only 600
rounds, y, hile It was estimated the enemy fired 6,000. This day I was
a spectator from the grim heights of Chapman's battery.
The next day (Christmas) I went up and volunteered with Dornin to

assist Eoby, who was fighting two of Brooke's 7-inch rifles. The gen-
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eral ordered us not to fire, but to let the Yanks do their best. During
this day's bombardment the enemy must have fired at least 15,000
shells, and never since the foundation of the world was there such a
fire. The whole of the interior of tUe fort, which consists of sand, mer-
lons, etc., was as one Xl-inch shell bursting. You can now inspect the
whole works and walk on nothing but iron. While this was going on
a small boat was observed to pull close inshore as if sounding. Eoby
ordered a shell to be fired, which struck very close to her. Emboldened
by our first attempt another was fired, when the gun (7-inch Brooke)
burst into a thousand pieces, knocking everybodydown, but fortunately
killing none. Seven men were wounded, among them Tom Dornin had
his right big toe broken, and was bruised very badly in other parts of
the body. The other 7-inch Brooke was then fired, and burst worse
than the other. How the men escaped, God only knows. I then went
up and assisted a lieutenant in the Army to fight his two Vlll-inch shell
guns, and that night was placed in command of them by Colonel Lamb.
After a bombardment of eleven hours the fleet drew off, and under
cover of night attempted a landing, but were repulsed with small arms
and grape. The casualties are small, 4 killed and 34 wounded, of whom
4 will probably die. The fleet left yesterday, probably to reorganize.
I received orders on the 20th to report to Tucker, at Charleston. I
requested torpedo service, but understand I am second lieutenant of
the Columbia, Evans, captain; Dornin was to be first.

I will leave to-morrow. Chapman has a nice place, and is lord of all

he surveys on the point.*
The Beefers (M. and A.) are expected here daily. I could not get

leave.

Your Mend, Ajimstkong-.

Extract from dairy of Midahipman Caiy, C. S. Navy.

V « * • * * •

Until about the middle of December nothing occurred. The oflScers

were granted leave. The Tallahassee was put out of commission about
the 15th ofDecember, and loaded with cotton. The command was given
to Captain Wilkinson, Captain Ward taking command of the Ghicba-
mauga. I expected to go out in the Ohamdeon,^ as she is now called,

but I slipped up in my expectations. Heard of the grand Yankee fleet

at Beaufort, IJT. O.
December 20, 1864.—Heard that the Yankee expedition had appeared

off the bar. Great excitement prevailed in Wilmington. An order
came from the commodore to send all the available men and officers down
to Battery Buchanan (navy battery) to report to Lieutenant Command-
ing Chapman, C. 8. Kavy. Lieutenant Eoby took charge of the party,

24 men in all, and I and Passed Midshipman Berrien also went. We
I)roceeded down in the G. S. S. Yadlcin, and reached Battery Buchanan
about 4 p. m. Lieutenant Eoby reported and found that we were to go
to Fort Fisher to fight two 7-inch Brooke guns. Stayed at Buchanan
all night.

December 21.—Marched the men up to Fort Fisher, which was a mile
and a half distant. We reported to Colonel Lamb. Our men were
given an old shanty for quarters, while we were quartered and messed
with some very pleasant oflScers, They were Captain Faison, Captain
Blocker, and Chaplain McKinnon. • * • The Yankee fleet is well

• Peisonal matter omitted. t Formerly the C. S. S. Tallahasaee,
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off to-day on account of the weather. The monitors have nob yet left

Beaufort. It is blowing a strong gale from the southward and east-

ward, and there is a tolerably heavy sea on outside. In the fort the
sand blows in every direction.

December 22.—The weather is better to-day, but intensely cold. Sta-

tioned and exercised my crew at the gun. The gun is a 7-inch Brooke
rifle (navy pattern), mounted on an army Golumbiad carriage; it

requires 8 men to work it.

hecember 24.—Movements of the fleet plainly visible, as they are
close in. The long roll beat about 1 p. m. and we went to quarters and
were soon all ready for action. The frigate (ironclad) Neto Ironsides
and three monitors, viz, the Mahopac, the Mortadnock, double-turreted,
and one single-turreted, led the way, the frigates coming next, and
then the sloops and gunboats last. They came up two abreast until
opposite the forts, when the outer line came on around the sea face
and took their positions. The following diagram shows the positions

of the fleet. The enemy would have to cross the bar and rip where I
have marked them down. Fort Fisher had about 50 guns and the fleet
brought into action 580 guns, ranging from XV-inch and 100-pounder
Parrotts down. At 1:20 p. m. the Yankees flred the first gun, and
then the action commenced in earnest. It is estimated that the enemy
threw on an average 100 shells a minute. The fort replied slowly, as
the firing was too hot to keep the men at their guns. The quarters in
the fort were soon in flames, and the flag was soon shot away. The
noise of the guns and the bursting shell was deafening. Our sailors
behaved with great coolness, and as we had no relief crews, they had
tiresome work. Toward the last of the action one of the men (P. A.
Foster) was mortally wounded in right shoulder by a piece of shell"
which also hit me, very slightly wounding my left knee. One of Ber-
rien's crew had his right leg shot off. Lieutenant Dornin, 0. B. Navy,
who came up as a volunteer, took charge of the gun when I went to the
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hospital. I fired mostly at the TJ. S. frigate Susquehanna, and think I
struck her in the fore-chains on the starboard side. About 5 p. m. the
fire slackened and the fleet hauled off, it being too dark for flghtiug.

December 25.—As soon as possible we went to our guns and piled
sand bags to protect our battery, which was in an unfinished state.
The Yankees did not give us much time, however, as the line came up
and opened at about 9 a. ra., as heavy as the day before. Just before
the actioTi Berrien and myself fired our guns and then carefully swabbed
them out with wet sponges and then gave them a careful scraping.
The fleet took very much the same positions as before, except that
they went a little farther around toward Battery Buchanan. During
the hottest part of the action the Yankees lowered their small boats
and came in to sound the bar and also drag for torpedoes. I was firing
my gun at these boats when it burst in many pieces, knocking down
ail of us who were around it, and wounding Lieutenant Dornin and five

or six men. The bands separated and liew in every direction. It is

truly wonderful that any of us escaped from the gun pit alive. There
were, however, but two or three men wounded seriously. Soon after
that Berrien's gun (also a Brooke) burst in the same way, and with
much the same effect as to the men around it. I left the gun and went
to headquarters, where I carried a few dispatches for General Whiting
and Colonel Lamb, but I was mostly employed in getting the militiamen
out of the bombproofs, where they were huddled together like so many
sheep. * * » Theabove-mentionedportionof troops behaved in the
most disgraceful manner. After awhile Colonel Tansill, ofGeneral W.'s
staff, by much threatening and persuasion, got the men to man the pali-

sades. The enemy about that time threw out a heavy line of skirmishers,
who advanced nearly up to the land face of the fort. They were soon
opened upon with grape and canister from the heavy guns, which
caused them to retreat faster than they came. I had the pleasure of
eight shots with a rifle at a Yankee in a rifle pit, but do not think I hit

him, as he was some distance off and it was growing dark. We were
well tired out when the fight ceased, but of course great vigflance had
to be, and was, kept up during the night. To add to the disagreeable
duties of the night, it rained in torrents, also blew quite hard. There
was one false alarm during the night; nothing more occurred.

December 26.—The sea being quite rough was, I suppose, the reason

that the Yankees did not come up this day. We could see from the
parapet, with a glass, the Yankees embarking from the beach in their

small boats. I watched the heavily laden transports go off to sea and
then, with great pleasure, a portion of the fleet sail. Everybody in the

fort busily engaged to-day in repairing damage done to the works.

Some few of the guns were disabled, but the fort is still in good condi-

tion. The casualties in the garrison yesterday amounted to about 70

killed and wounded. The inside of the fort is covered with pieces and
whole shell.

December 27.—Staid at Fisher until evening, when we were ordered

back to Battery Buchanan. On our arrival there with our small squad,

all that were left of 24 used-up men, Captain Chapman turned out the

garrison and gave three cheers for Lieutenant Roby's men, which were

answered by us.

December 28.—1 went on board the ship, being ordered back.

* « * * * • •

About the 15th of January the Yankees took Fort Fisher, after three
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days' fighting, capturiug all the garrison. Captain Chapman evacu-

ated Battery Buchanan with nearly all his men. Our men, as a general

thing, behaved well. The company of marines fought splendidly.

General Whiting and Colonel Lamb were both badly wounded.
About the 2d of February I was granted leave to come to Eichmond,

and on the 15th "I was ordered to the Confederate States ordnance
works to report to Commander J. M. Brooke, and was put on duty at

Confederate States naval laboratory. General Whiting died, a prisoner,

at Governor's Island, N. Y., on the 10th of March. The Ohickamauga
was sunk at Indian Wells, on the Cape Fear Eiver, after the evacua-

tion of Wilmington. The Tallahasseewas at Bermuda at last accounts.

Report of Acting Master Keyser, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Eolus,

regarding the chase of a blockade runner.

U. S. S. EOLXJS,

Off Western Bar, N. C, December 25, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that at 1 a. m. of this date two block-
ade runners crossed the bar, bound out. I started in pursuit of one
and kept her in sight by the blaze from her smokestacks until 3 : 30 a. m.,
and then lost her. The night was very dark. I continued my course
(S. by E.) until daylight (7 a. m.).

Having no vessels in sight I returned to the bar, where I arrived at
2:30 p. m.; distance run off was 85 miles. Returning I examined the
coast from Shallotte Inlet to the bar for inward-bound vessels without
success.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. S. Keyser,

Acting Master, Commanding.
Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic 8quadron, Flagship Malvern.

Order ofBear-A dmiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Captain Glisson, U. 8. Navy,
commanding U. 8. 8. 8antiago de Cuba, regarding the care of the monitor
Mahopac.

Off New Inlet, December 25, 1864.
Sir : In case it comes on to blow from the N. E., you will take care of

the monitor Mahopac and look out for her, and proceed with her to Beau-
fort, N. 0. Lookout for signals from me, and when you see them carry
out the above order. If circumstances do not permit me to make sig-
nals, and it comes on to blow, take care of the monitor anyhow.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Poetee,
/n ^ . ^ o, ^ Rear-Admiral.
Captain O. S. Glisson,

Commanding U. 8. 8. 8antiago de Cuba.

(Similarorderofsamedate to Captain Pickering, commandingU S 8
VanderbiU, to take care of the TJ. S. S. Ganonicus; Captain Sands com-
manding U. S. 8. Fort Jackson, to care for the U. S. S. Monadnock-'Com-
mander Spicer, commanding TJ. S. S. Quaker City, to care for theU S 8
8augus.) • .

w.
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Captain Sands, U. 8. UFavy,

commanding U. 8. 8. Fort Jackson, to tow the monitor Mahopac to Beau-
fort, JVr. 0.

Deoembeb, 26, 1864.

Sib : You will proceed with the Mahopac in tow to Beaufort, see her
safe in the harbor, bury your dead, and proceed to Hampton Roads with
the wounded, turn them over, and return here without delay.

EespectfuUy,
David D. Poetee,

Bear-Admiral.
Captain Benjamin F. Sands,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Fort Jackson.

Order ofRear-Admiral Porter, V. 8. Navy, to Captain Olisson, U. 8. Navy,
commanding U. 8. 8. Santiago de Cuba, regarding coal and provisions.

Off Wilmington, December 26, 1864.

Sib : You will proceed to Hampton Eoads, deliver your prisoners to

the provost-marshal at Fortress Monroe, coal and provision your ship,

and return to me without delay.

EespecitfuUy, your obedient servant,
David D. Pobtee,

Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Captain O. S. Glisson,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Santiago de Cuba, off New Inlet, North Carolina.

ITelegram.)

Navy Depabtment, December 27, 1864.

The explosion of the gunboat, spoken of by Richmond papers, would
seem to indicate operations commenced. The date of that explosion is

not given. Parties from Ltoanoke Island say they have had the strong-

est gales ever known. Can you be at Fortress Monroe or Norfolk

Thursday forenoon without inconvenience!
G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary.

Lieuteuant-General Geant, U. 8. Army^
City Point, Ya.

Report of Commander Parker, U. 8. Navy, transmitting information

received from deserters.

U. S. Monitoe Onondaga,
Aiken's Landing, James River, December 27, 1864.

Sib : I have the honor to forward herewith some information obtained

from five rebel deserters from the ironclad Virginia in James River.

They were sent on board this vessel for examination by Brigadier-

General and Chief of Staff" John W. Turner, after which they were

returned to headquarters of the Army of the James by his request.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. a. Paekee,
Commanding Fifth Division.

Eear-Admiral David D. Poetbe,
Comdg. North Atlantic Squadron, Blockade offNorth Carolina.
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[Enclosure.]

Information obtainedfrom rebel deeertera.

U. S. S. Onondaga, December 27, 1864.

Wood and Nelson: At Drewry's Bluff there are 15 guns, consist-

ing of 2 long 32-pounders, commanding the bank above the battery

;

two 8-inch smoothbore, bearing on the river; all the others, X-inch

smoothbore, bear down the river but one; down by the blockade there

is a X-inch columbiad bearing on obstructions. The obstructions con-

sist of peris filled in with rocks about 300 yards below the bluff. The
channel through the obstructions is about 15 yards from north bank.

There ia about 3^ fathoms of water in channel ; about 4 feet fall to tide.

The battery is manned by two companies of artillery and some marines
(do not know how many), commanded by Colonel Terrett.

Knight and Whitlook: At Chaffln's Bluff' there are about thirteen

guns—don't know the caliber—all bearing on river; can train them all

down river. When Union gunboats engaged the batteries they did

very little damage. Heard a rumor in Bichmond that there was an
expedition fitting out to capture Fortress Monroe. Chaffln's Bluff' is

manned by three companies of artillery. Major-General Pickett com-
mands the line of works extending from the Appomattox River to the
James River. The Union gunboats do no damage to works on the left

of Howlett's. There are several batteries on the left of Howlett's, the
first of which is called Chester Battery, has 2 X-inch columbiads,
smoothbore. About one-fourth mile to left of that is another one
called Battery Wood, having 2 X-inch smoothbores and one 8-inch
Brooke rifle, 2 X-inch mortars, and two small mortars. To left of
that is another called Battery Semmes, some guns, but don't know how
many.
Walling and Bowers: Don't know how many guns at Chaffln's.

Saw a large number of small fieldpieces and small mortars. Union
gunboats do very little damage to Pickett's line between Howlett's and
James River. Port Brady killed 1 and wounded several men in Bat-
tery Semmes. In Battery Semmes there are several guns, two of which
are X-inch smoothbores. There are a large number of mortars along
the line of works between Howlett's and James River.
William Carter, Bristol, England, age 26; two months in Navy;

came from Nassau, [New Providence], to Charleston in blockade runner
Rock Light, screw, about 800 tons; shipped voluntarily in rebel Navy;
served in Patrick Henry, four guns, smoothbore, old navy pattern.

Virginia, ram, 1 gun, 8-inch rifle, forward; 2 guns midship, 7-inch
rifle; 1 gun, Xl-inch smoothbore, aft. Sends 2 screw torpedo launches
every night, no guns, and about one officer and six or eight men.
Conies down as far as Bishop's. Deserted because of general dissatis-
faction. Captain Dnnniugton commands Virginia. Has a crew of
about 150 men and not many seamen; very many deserted. River
planted with torpedoes opposite Signal Hill, and just below Bishop's,
both percussion and electric wire. Putting a blockade down opposite
a house just above the graveyard; consists of large lighters loaded
with stone. No opening to be in it for passing vessels.
Rams well protected with logs around them and large torpedo spars

and netting on them. A good lookout kept on them. Don't think that
the torpedo boats or rams ever intend coming down.
Raft just below the rams clear across, and so fixed that both ends

will open. Great care taken [as to movements near] to torpedo oppo-
site, so that even their own picket boat can't pass.
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Virginia has good machinery and can go 10 knots. Her officers are
continually changing, and general dissatisfaction among the crew.
Three men from Onondaga deserted to rebel ram Virginia last summer,
Not over 300 marines at Fort Darling under Major [Colonell Terrett.

Picket boats are filled with torpedo arrangements. Torpedo crews
state the river has percussion torpedoes all across at Semmes, and very
large, especially those connected with telegraph wire. Battery Semmes
contains 3 X-inch colnmbiads and two 7-inch rifles.

Battery Brooke, opposite graveyard, contains 2 colnmbiads of X-inch
and one 8-inch rifle.

Water batteries on the south side below OhafQn's, with X-inch guns
and mortars. A 1-gun battery also close to it with X-inch smooth-

I
bore], A new 2-gun battery also building near there. Seems positive
that they will never comedown, relying altogether on the batteries and
torpedoes to securely defend the river. Knows nothing beyond rumor
of any torpedo expedition fitting out by the Navy. Pickets placed on
the bank every night to look out for torpedo boats from our fleet,

William White, Old Point Comfort born, age 30. Three years in
rebel service. Entered Army in Sixth Virginia Eegiment and was
transferred to Navy in April last. Served on Virginia; armament 4
guns; forward, 1 rifle, 8-inch; 1 Xlinch smooth, aft; broadside, 2 rifles,

7-inch. Has 2 torpedo picket boats, no guns, and a crew of one officer

and about six men. Came down to Bishop's. Deserted because he
thought he was on the wrong side and has long looked for a chance to
desert. General dissatisfaction among the crew of about 160 men, or

170, officers and all, and about 30 seamen only. Captain Dunnington
commands. Has had many desertions from her. Large number of
torpedoes between Bishop's and Dutch Gap. Some very large iron

ones go with telegraphic wire, and a large number of small percussions.

Thinks the officers imagine the river impassable on account of torpe-

does, and that the rebels themsejves couldn't get down on that account.
Bams are protected with outriggers, with net and logs around the ship,

and a large foreyard across the bow with nets and weights, and a very
bright lookout kept on the rams. For several nights large scows have
been towed down, filled with stone, and one schooner not yet sunk. The
vessels are to be sunk on the bar just opposite or a little above the Grave-
yard. Torpodoes very thick below this point. A large boom across

the river between this and the rams, and open on ends for boats to come
through. But few soldiers in Fort Darling, but many large guns.

Has heard about an expedition of torpedo boats similar to the "David,"
but does not know its destination. The picket boats are fitted with
torpedo booms. Pickets placed on the banks on the lookout for our

torpedo boats.

George Bebnt, landsman, 39, Old Point, Va. ; 3 years in Confederate

service; in Navy since April, 1863. Formerly in Longstreet's corps.

Virginia, flagship, one 8-inch rifle forward, pivot. Two 7-inch rifles,

broadside. Xl-inch smooth-bore. 8-inch armor forward. 6-inch armor
on sides. 18-inch pine wood. Does not know draft; knows she steers

well. Could load and fire with old crew in three minutes. The crew
now on board are conscripts. The complement is 175 men, and there

are 150 now on board. Between Bi8hoi)'s and Signal Hill are large

torpedoes, 1,200 and 1,500 pounds powder. Some are percussion and
some galvanic. Have been down about two weeks. Men at work now
putting more down. Hunter Davidson's torpedo boat has been sent to

Wilmington, [N. C], Two others like it are about being sent away.
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Obstructions sunk on account of ironclad reported with ISinches
iron. The obstructions consist of sloops and schooners sunk on Kings-
ley's [Kingsland] Bar, end to end. The ironclads lie about 250 yards
above them.
The Fredericksburg steams about 6 knots. The Richmond is the same

speed as the Virginia. The Virginia is the farthest down the river.

Picket boats do not come down below obstructions on Kingsley's
[Eingsland] Bar. Small boats do not come down. The vessels are
protected by outriggers and booms, with grates slung with heavy
weights reaching 6 feet below the surface; the entire arrangement car-
ried along when the ship gets underway. There are 6 lookouts on each
vessel and two small howitzers on each. The conscripts are not sup-
posed to be very good fighting men, as the balance of the crew kick
them around. The large guns could not be depressed sufficiently to
strike the deck of the Onondaga if close alongside. There are two how-
itzers on top. There are 25-pound torpedoes on all the boats, with pole
25 feet long; explode while in contact. There are torpedoes in the
reach above Signal HDl, below Graveyard.
George Henry Dunnbtt, born in London; 26 years old; 3 years

in Confederate service. Deserted from Virginia afternoon of 25th
December; got liberty, came down river, crossed the river on a log,
got a small boat, and went over and brought the rest of the party (4)
and came into the Union lines. Eams are a little below ChafBn's Bluflf.

They are sinking obstructionsjust below them on Kingsman [KingslandJ.
Bar. Don't intend to leave any passage. Was quartermaster. The
blockade is to be of sunken vessels formerly used for a bridge; five or
six are now sunk, and a steamer brings onedown every night. Virginia,
Captain Dunnington, who is also executive officer. Commodore Mitchell
is also on board ; Lieutenants J. D. Wilson, [W. P.] Mason, and [Daniel]
Trigg and 6 midshipmen. Crew very much dissatisfied; mostly con-
scripts. A boom across the river .to stop floating torpedoes. At
Bishop's 27 torpedoes, different sizes, some of them 1,200 pounds.
Guns run out at nights. Can not get into ports. Two sentries for-
ward, 2 aft, and 2 by the smokestack. All the rest of the watch
inside casemate. Armament, Xl-inch pivot aft, 8-inch pivot rifle
forward, 2 7-inch rifles broadside, 1 howitzer forward and one aft,
12-pounder. Have just finished two launches about 25 feet long
steam, rigged with torpedo poles on the stem. They are used for
picket duty now. Also three tugs. No rowboats out since the launches
were finished. Tugs are the Beaufort, Hampton, Nansemond, and
Boan^e. One lays by each night. Steam launches are the Scorpion
and Hornet. They are fitting out an expedition for the torpedo boats
under command of Lieutenant Read. Thinks they are to be taken
overland

;
thinks it possible they intend to go to Point Lookout, as Lieu-

tenant Bead was a prisoner there, and has heard some of those who
are going say it was possible to take a boat there and blow up the
ironclad. This is only his surmise. Does not think they intend tocome down river. The boats do not carry a howitzer. They are thesame as Hunter Davidson tried on the Minnesota last spring There
^ a good lookout kept on the vessels; very much afraid of torpedoes.
Pickets all along the bank, and a great many torpedoes down andare planting more all the time. Should think it impossible fora boat to go up without being discovered. Rams change officers andmen often. Crew very much dissatisfied ; usage very bad Crews3not fight well and not to be depended on; mostly Lnscripts ShTts
fron. Fort Brady did not do any harm toW of [he ramsfoW showdents in the armor. ' ' o"ow
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Fredericlcsburg. ram. X-inch smoothbore aft, 7-iiich rifle forward,
6. 4-iuch rifle each side. Draws 13 feet, 100 men, commanded by Cap-
tain Eootes.
Richmond, ram. 7-inch Brooke rifle forward, 6. 4-inch rifle aft and 2

in broadside; draws 13^ feet.

Virginia has 150 men; draws 14 feet; spars around the rams, with
booms about 20 feet from the side, and gratings hanging from them
about 6 feet below the surface. Well protected and carefully watched
of late.

Thomas Longmain, born in England; 22 years old; twelvemonths
in Confederate service as a seaman; came to Wilmington,rN. C], in a
blockade runner; has been all the time on the Virginia. Two torpedo
boats fitting out to go somewhere overland; kept very secret; the best
and most reliable men picked to go. Putting lighters filled with stones
below the rams; intend to put them across the river, so there will not
be any passage; the channel filled now. Much afraid of torpedoes
from Union fleet. Heard there were fifty torpedo boats in the river.

Are putting a great many torpedoes down of various sizes. Pickets
all along the river at night, looking out for torpedo boats.
Armament and draft of water of rams same as the previous man

examined. Speaks of severe usage and inefBciency of crew. Says
o£Qcers do not depend on the crews. Nearly all the petty officers are

foreigners. Crew mostly North Carolina conscripts. Officers nearly

all the time on board.
Virginia leaky, and quarters very cold and uncomfortable.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant- Commander
Watmough, U. S. Navy, commanding V. S. 8. Kansas, to proceed to

Beaufort.

Off New Inlet, December 27, 1864.

Sib : Proceed to Beaufort, N. C, and scale your boilers, turning over

the command of this bar to Lieutenant-Commander Weaver, of the

Chippewa. Eeturn here after performing the above duty.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Poetee,

Bear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander P. G. Watmough,
Commanding V. 8. 8. Kansas.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander

Baker, U. 8. Navy, commanding TJ. 8. 8. Vickshurg, to proceed to the

blockade of Western Bar.

North Atlantic Squadeon,
Flagship Malvern, off New Inlet, December 27, 1864.

SiK: You will proceed at once with the Vicksburg nndeT your com-

mand to the Western Bar entrance to (5ape Fear River and help to

enforce the blockade of that inlet.

Eespectftilly, your obedient servant,
David D. Poetee,

Bear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander F. H. Bakee,
Commanding U, 8, 8, Vicksburg.
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. iS. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieu-

tenant Faucon, U. 8. Navy, to proceed to the blockade off New Inlet.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Magship Malvern, off New Inlet, December 27, 1864.

Sir : Proceed with the Montgomery under your command and report
to Lieutenant-Oommander A. W. Weaver, commanding U. 8. S, Chip-

pewa, for duty on the blockade of the New Inlet entrance to Oape Fear
Eiver.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
Datid D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. H. Faucon,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Montgomery.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant Cushing, U. S.

Navy, transferring himfrom command of the U. 8. 8. Malvern to com-
mand of the U. 8. 8. Monticello.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, off New Inlet, December 27, 1864.

Sir : Tou are hereby detached from the U. S. S. Malvern, and will

proceed immediately to take command of the U. S, S. Monticello.
Eespectfally, your obedient servant,

David D, Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant W, B. Gushino,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Malvern,

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Pickering, U. 8. Navy, regarding
the unseaworthy condition of the U. 8. 8. Fort Donelson.

U. S. S. Fort Donelson,
Beaufort, N. C, December 27, 1864.

Sir: I have to report that on Sunday, December 25, 1864, about sun-
down, being in latitude 33° 15' and longitude 77° 25', we encountered a
very severe gale from S. B. to S. S. E., which continued with una-
bated fury through the night. The sea being very heavy, large quan-
tities coming on board, and the ship apparently settling, I ordered
her spar deck to be cleared of all weight; threw overboard one battery
and cut away starboard anchor, which I think alone saved the ship as
she appeared to be relieved. The ship is totally unseaworthy during
the winter, when heavy weather may be expected, and I fear will be
lost with all hands during some gale, as she is very much strained
from effects of the last.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. Pickering,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
8ecretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Report of Rear Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, of the destruction of a block-
ade runner on Western Bar, December 27, 1864.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, December 29, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report the destruction of a blockade-running
steamer on the Western Bar by the guns of the \J. S. S. Monticello,
Lieutenant W. B. Gushing, on the 27th instant.
The vessel was a total loss; nnme of the steamer unknown.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral. '

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Abstract log of the V. S. iS. Monticello.

December 27, 1864.—Lieutenant W. B. Gushing reported on board to
take command. At 4:30 p. m. stood inshore in company with the
Eolus to shell blockade runners ashore. At 6 p. m. hauled off; was
struck once below the water line, port quarter, with shot from Whit-
worth gun.
December 28.—Off Western Bar, N. C.

Abstra,ct log of the U. S. S. Eolus, Acting Master Edward Keyser, U. S.

Navy, commanding.

December 27, 1864.—At daylight made a schooner offshore and two
blockade runners; one of them ashore near the wreck of the McCaw
and another on the bar under Fort Caswell. Slipped and stood within
a mile of the beach and turned back and spoke the schooner Alice B.
Bandel, from Hilton Head for New York, and ordered her to stand
offshore and warned her of danger. From 8 to meridian stood to the
edge of Frying Pan Shoals and made the fleet at New Inlet; flred a
gun to attract notice and hoisted signals, boat code. Observed two
steamers leave the fleet and steer for the end of the shoal. Steamed
for the buoy. At 1 : 15 picked up and slipped chain and lay at anchor,

with 40 fathoms. At 2:25 p. m. senior officer made signal; weighed
anchor and cruised offshore in obedience to orders. At 3 : 30 stood out
to sea; several shots fired at us from Smith's Island and the mainland
through the watch. At 4 steamed inshore and spoke the Monticello;

received order to lie still. Monticello made signal. Beat to quarters

and cleared ship for action; followed the Monticello inshore toward the

stranded steamer and at the distance of IJ miles commenced firing

at her.

Fired shells from 30-pounder rifle and from howitzers. Bapid firing

from shore batteries. One shot (a Whitworth bolt) passed through the

paymaster's oflSce and cut off the rim and one of the arms of the star-

board wheel. At 6:10 ceased firiii;: and stood oft". At o:40 started

for New Inlet.

N w R—VOL 11 26
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Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Wavy, to Commander Rolando, U. 8.

Navy, commanding TT. 8. 8. Keystone 8tate.

Off New Inlet, North Carolina, December 28, 1864.

Sir: You will proceed with the Keystone 8tate under your command
to cruise off the Eastern Bar.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.

Commander H. Eolando,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Keystone 8tate.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieu-

tenant Williams, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Emma, to proceed

to blocTcade duty offNew Inlet.

Off New Inlet, North Carolina, December 28, 1864.

Sir : You will proceed with the Emma under your command to do
duty as a blockader near the bar at the New Inlet entrance to Cape
Fear Kiver until further orders.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. M. Williams,

Commanding JJ. 8. 8. Emma.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieu-

tenant Dennison, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Cherokee, to proceed
to cruising duty.

Off New Inlet, North Carolina, December 28, 1864.

Sir: You will proceed with the Cherokee under your command to
cruise in a S. S. W. direction from the Western Bar, Cape Fear Eiver,
to a distance of about 120 miles.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

[David D. Porter,)
Rear-Admiral.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. E. Dennison,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Cherokee.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Ensign James
Brown, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Moccasin, to proceed to duty
as a blockader.

Off New Inlet, North Carolina, December 28, 1864.

Sir: Proceed with the Moccasin under your command to the Western
Bar, Cape Pear Eiver, and report to the senior ofiBcer there for duty as
a blockader near the bar.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Commanding Officer, U. S. S. Moccasin.
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Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant- Commander
Temple, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Pontoosuc, to cruise off New
Tnlet.

Off New Inlet, North Oarohna, December 28, 1864.

SiB: You will proceed with the Pontoosuc under your command to
cruise off New Inlet, at the distance of about lU miles to the southeast-
ward of the inlet.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Eear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Oommander W. G. Temple,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Pontoosuc.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Spotts, U. 8,

Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Pawtuxet,

Off New Inlet, North Carolina, December 28, 1864.

Sir : Ton will proceed with the Pawtuxet under your command to
cruise offshore at and about the distance of 7 miles to the eastward of
Fort Fisher.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
Commander J. H. Spotts,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Pawtuxet.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, IT. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Braine, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Pequot.

Off New Inlet, North Carolina, December 28, 1864.

Sir : You will proceed with the Pequot under your command to cruise

off the New Inlet entrance at the distance of about 8 miles.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander D. L. Braine,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Pequot.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Macomb, U. 8.

Navy, regarding the suppression of illegal traffic.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, offNew Inlet, December 28, 1864.

Sir: I have received Commander Harrell's two reports of December

7, 1864, of operations at Pitch Landing and in tbat region.

You will arrest all persons against whom there is any proof of illicit

traffic with the rebels. That trade must be stopped.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.

Commander W. H. Macomb,
Commanding District of the Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.
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[Telegram.]

Navy Department, December 29, 1864.

I waited for Porter's dispatches. Mr, Blair will explaiu. He reached

Fort Monroe at 6 p. in., having left yesterday at 2 p. m. Mr. VVelles

has sent you a telegram in cipher which could not be sent until dis-

patches arrived. Porter will continue his fire, but it is hopeless alone.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

Lieutenant-General Grant, U. S. Army,
City Point, Virginia.

[Telegram.]

FoRTiBESS Monroe, December 29, 1864—2 .-50 p. m.
(Received 2: 15 p. m.)

I return to City Point immediately, having learned that you have not

yet left Washington.
U. S. Grant,

Lieutenant- General.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary Navy.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant- Commander
Breese, U. 8. Navy to communicate with Oenera Sherman at Savan-
nah, Oa.

North Atlantic Squadron,
TJ. S. Flagship Malvern, Beaufort, N. C, December 29, 1864.

Sir: You will proceed in the steamer A. D. Vance to Savannah and
communicate with Major-General Sherman. Deliver to him the accom-
panying letter and inform him of all the operations that have trans-

pired in this squadron.
Give him my views as you know them, and return here without delay

after completing this duty.
Eespectftilly, etc., David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
Lieutenant-Commander K. K. Breese,

Fleet Captain, North Atlantic Squadron.

[Enclosure.]

Flagship Malvern,
At Sea, off Coast of North Carolina, December 29, 1864.

My Dear General; I send Captain Breese to communicate with
you and tell you about matters and things in this quarter. I congrat-
ulate you on your success, which I knew was sure when you started.
I told the world you would be oft" Savannah on the 10th, and you were
not far ofl'on that day. I feel certain that you are in Savannah to-day,
or will be there in a week. When you have captured that place I
invite you to add to your brow the laurels thrown away by General
Butler after they were laid at his feet by the Navy, and which neither
he nor those with him had the courage to gather up. I felt sure that
it would be so when we started on the expedition. We attacked Fort
Fisher, silenced it, blew it up, burned it out, and knocked it to pieces.
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An officer belonging to the small skirmishiug party of 20 men sent oat
by the force that landed on the beach went on the parapet of Fort Fiaher
and brought away the flag that we had shot down. A sergeant went
through the sally port into the fort and met there a rebel orderly ready
to mount ahorse for the purpose of carrying a letter. He killed the
orderly, searched the body, found the dispatch, mounted the horse, and
rode out of the fort. Another soldier went in and brought out a mule
tlint was stowed in a bombproof; another fired his musket at a crowd
of cowering wretches stowed away in the bombproof. Notwithstanding
all this. General Butler decided not to attack Fort Fisher, " as the navy
fire has not injured it as a defensive work." Great heavens! what are

we coming to ? Well, I think that Providence intended it to be so, and it

rests with you to add new honors to your name, already famous, not-

withstanding the newspaper reporters. This is merely on your way to

Eichmond. Take this place and you take the creme de la crStne of the

rebellion. I leave to Captain Breese to tell you all my views, and I

do hope, my dear general, that you will second me here, and let our

people see the folly of employing such generals as Butler and Banks.
1 have tried them both, and God save me from further connection with

such generals. With you I feel sure of success, and shall bless the

day when I shall once more see your esteemed self in our midst. A host

of old friends are here to welcome you, and show you the most magnifi-

cent naval fight you ever laid your eyes on. I hope soon to see you

here. I have much to tell you that will astonish you.

Very truly and sincerely, yours,
David D. Pobteb,

Bear-Admiral.

MajorGeneral W. T. Sherman, U. S. Army,
Commanding Military Division of the Missisitippi.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Gommander
Weaver, U. 8. Navy, commanding TJ. 8. 8. Chippewa.

December 29, 1864.

Sib: Tou will proceed to Beaufort upon being relieved by Com-

mander Eolando, Keystone 8tate.

EespectfuUy,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Weaver,
Commanding Chippewa.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Rolando, TJ. 8.

Navy, commanding TJ. 8. 8. Keystone State.

Deoembee 29, 1864.

Sir : Yon will relieve Lieutenant-Commander Weaver of command

of the bar at New Inlet.

EespectfuUy,
^^^^ ^ p^^^^^^

Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Commander H. Eolando,
Commanding Keystone State.
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. H. Xavy, to the commanding officer of

the U. (S'. S. Bignonia.

Beaufort, N. C, December 29, 1864.

Sir: You will proceed with the Bignonia to Western Bar and report

to the senior officer for duty on the blockade. Stop at New Inlet and

deliver the dispatches sent herewith.

Respectfully, ^
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Commanding Officer TT, S. S. Bignonia.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to the commandant navy

yard, Norfolk, regarding boats and tugs for the squadron.

Flagship Malvern,
Beaufort, N. C, December 29, 1864.

Sir: Tou will please send down, as soon as possible, all the boats

for this squadron. Send by every opportunity; also the tug Republic

and the other tugs when they arrive from the north.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
[David D. Porter,]

Rear-Admiral.

Captain J. M. Berrien,
Commanding Navy Yard, Norfolk, Va.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Gunner Peters,

U. 8. Navy, commanding Picket Boat No. 6.

U. S. S. Malvern,
Beaufort, N. C, December 29, 1864.

Sir: Proceed immediately with picket boat ^o. 5 under your com-
mand to this place and report to me.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Herman Peters,
Acting Gunner, Commanding Picket Boat No. 6,

Care Senior Naval Officer, New Berne, N. G.

Report of Lieutenant- Commander Young, U. S. Navy, regarding the con-

dition of the blockade of Western Bar and its needs.

U, S. S. Maratanza,
Western Bar, Cape Fear River, December 29, 1864.

Sir: As it will be necessary for this vessel to visit Beaufort in about
five days for coals and supplies, I would report that I have sent the
Britannia to Beaufort, IN. O. |, for provisions, coal, ammunition, and
anchors, and to repair her decks and some of lier gun gear injured
whilst under fire on the 25th instant off Fort Fisher. I have also
ordered the Tristram Shandy to Beaufort, via New Inlet, for coal, and
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as her commauding officer reports her boilers as re(iuiring scaling, to

return as soon as he can possibly finish the actual work required to

keep the vessel in running order. As Acting Ensign Benj. Wood,
commanding, reports that she is leaking very badly, making some 28
inches in twenty-four liours, it may be advisable to have her docked.
This will leave us with the following vessels to keep up the blockade:
Maratanza, with a disabled rudder: Nyaclc, with disabled steering appa-
ratus, as reported by Lieutenant-Commander Newman, and the Vicks-

burg, so 1 am compelled to request that two light-draft vessels that

can take the bar station, and the one fast chaser for service on the line

between Lockwood's Folly and the bar, be sent to this station. The
Vieksburg is tlie only reliable vessel that we now have on this bar.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. W. Young,
Lieutenant- Commander, U. 8. Navy.

Hear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Macomb,
U. S. Navy, regarding the use of the steam picket boat.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Beaufort, N. C, December 29, 1864.

Sir; Ton will not use the steam picket boat for any other purpose
than that for which she is intended. I learn that she has been so used.

She must be only employed for blowing up rebel rams, etc. You will

keep her at Plymouth and have her guarded with the greatest care.

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.

Commander W. H. Macomb,
Commanding District of the Sounds, U. 8. 8. Shamrock.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, December 29, 1864.

The substance of dispatches and reports from Hear Admiral Porter,

oft" Wilmington, is briefly this: The ships can approach nearer to the

enemy's works than was anticipated. Their fire can keep the enemy
away from their guns. A landing can easily be effected upon the

beach north of Fort Fisher, not only of troops, but all their supplies

iind artillery. This force can have its flanks protected by gunboats.

The Navy can assist in the siege of Fort Fisher, precisely as it covered

the operations which resulted in the capture of Wagner. The winter

season is the most favorable for operations against Fort Fisher. The

largest naval force ever assembled is ready to lend its cooperation.

Rear-Admiral Porter will remain off Fort Fisher, continuing a

moderate fire to prevent new works from being erected, and the iron-

clads have proved that they can maintain themselves in spite of bad

weather. Under all these circumstances, I invite you to such a military

cooperation as will insure the fall of Fort Fisher, the importance of

which has already received your careful consideration.
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This telegram is made at the suggestion of the President, and in

hopes that you will be able at this time to give the troops which here-

tofore were required elsewhere. If it can not be done, the fleet will

have to disperse, whence it can not again be brought to this coast.

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Lieutenant-General U. S. Grant,
City Point, Va.

[Telegram.]

City Point, Va., December 30, lfl64—2 p. m.
(Received 7 p. m.)

Your dispatch, 9:.^0 p. m., 29th, received. I will advise fully with

the Secretary of War about what you propose. Please call on him for

information.
U. S. Grant,

Lieutenant- General.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

Beaufort, N. G., December 30, 1864.

Send every vessel loaded with coal now in the sounds to Beaufort at

once. Send a tug around to notify them to use the utmost dispatch in

getting here. Keep one loaded vessel.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Acting Assistant Paymaster E. Mellach, U. S. Navy,
New Berne, N. 0.

Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commodore Adams,
U. S. Navy, regarding coal.

Beaufort, N. C., December 30, 1864.

Commodore: Eeferriiig to my previous letter of this date, I have to
request that you will send no more coal to the sounds until you hear
further from me. There are 3,000 tons now on shore at New Berne.
But I request that you will send coal here until we can keep up the
supply on hand to 8,000 tons, as I deem that amount requisite for the
demands of the squadron operating off Wilmington.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D, Porter,

Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Commodore H. A. Adams, U. S. Navy,
323 Walnut Street, Philadelphia.
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Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to the commandant navy
yard, Norfolk, regarding coal vessels.

Beaufort, N. C, December 30, 1864.
Sir: You will please direct the senior naval officer at Hampton

Uoads to send eight coal vessels here immediately.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Captain J. M. Berrien,
Commandant Navy Yard, Norfolk, Va.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Clitz, U. 8.
Navy, commanding TJ. 8. 8. Osceola, regarding gitard duty.

Beaufort, N. O., December 30, 18(14.

Sir : You will act as guard ship while you remain in this harbor and
will stop all boats passing, and send those loaded with provisions and
market stuff to the flagship to get a proper pass.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
Commander J. M. B. Glitz,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Osceola.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Volunteer TAeuten-
ant 8heldon, U. 8. Navy, regarding guard duty.

Beaufort, N. C, December 30, 1864.

Sir: The Shokokon will hereafter be guard ship for this harbor.
You will stop all boats passing and send those having provisions and

market stuff on board to the flagship to get a proper pass, without which
they will not be permitted to trade.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Wm. B. Sheldon,
Commanding U. 8. 8. 8hokokon.

Letter of Pilot Morton, volunteering services for the Cape Fear Biver.

Portsmouth, Ohio, December 30, 1804,

Sir: I learn from Hon. Wells A. Hutchins, M. C, that you will

probably experience much difficulty in ascending the Cape Fear Eiver,

^om changeableness of its channel.

My object now is to say to yon, hoping to be able to render you all

the aid possible, that the Missouri Eiver, the Arkansas River, and the

Lower Mississippi, in a measure, are of the same character as the Cape
Fear Elver. There are pilots here who have spent their whole life upon
this kind of rivers. I myself have, and there are many places which

we run entirely by the looks of the river, places where the river is

three-quarters of a mile wide. 1 will say nothing for myself, but I will
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promise you that I cau send you a list of i)ilots wliicb will be of

material service to you in those waters. The draft of water is a science.

A good i^ilot looks upon the face of the water as knowingly as an artist

npon his picture.

I feel this so sensitively I can but refer you to my past judgment,

under your command, where I never made a mistake. We went to

Arkansas Post and other places, and 1 will stake all upon this point,

being only anxious to serve you, my much-loved commander, and do

what I can to repay you for the manifold deeds of kindness shown me.

I wrote you some time since in relation to reentering the Mississippi

Squadron and my prize money. I have not heard from it.

Hon. Alex. Ramsey, Senator from Minnesota, is an old friend of

mine and will do anything he can in the matter for me.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. F. MOBTON, Pilot.

Eear-Admiral Datid D. Portek,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Letter from Lieutenant- General Grant, U. S. Army, to Bear-Admiral
Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding preparations for the attach upon Wil-

mington, N. G.

City Point, Va., December 30, 1864.

Please hold on where you are for a few days and I will endeavor to

be back again with an increased force and without the former com-
mander. It is desirable the enemy should be lulled into all the security
possible, in hopes he will send back here or against Sherman the rein-

forcements sent to defend Wilmington. At the same time, it will be
necessary to observe that the enemy does not intrench further, and if

he attempts it, to prevent it. I will suggest whether it may not be
made to appear that the ordinary blockading squadron is doing this.

You, however, understand this matter much better than I do. I can
not say what day our troops will be down. Your dispatch to the Secre-
tary of the Navy, which informed me that you were still off Wilming-
ton and still thought the capture of that place practicable, was only
received to-day. 1 took immediate steps to have transports collected,
and am assured they will be ready with the coal and water on board by
noon of the 2d of January. There will be [no] delay in embarking and
sending oft" the troops. There is not a soul here except my chief of
staff, assistant adjutant-general, and myself knows of this intended
renewal of our effort against Wilmington. In Washington but two
persons know of it, and, I am assured, will not. The commander of
the expedition will probably be Major-General Terry. He will not know
of it until he gets out to sea. He will go with sealed orders. It will
not be necessary for me to let troops or commander know even that
they are going any place until the steamers intended to carry them
reach I'^ortress Monroe, as I will have all rations and other stores loaded
beforehand. The same troops that were with the first expedition
reinforced by a brigade, will be sent now. If they effect a lodgment
they can at least fortify and maintain themselves until reinforcements
can be sent. Please answer by bearer and designate when you will
have the fleet congregated.

TJ. S. Grant,
, , . , ^ Lieutenant- General.
Admiral Portee,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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Report of Commander Nichols, U. iS. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Mendota,
regarding naval matters at Hampton Roads.

U, S. S. Mendota,
Hampton Roads, December 30, 1864.

Admiral : I forward two dispatches received to-day. Captain Ber-
rien has been famished with a copy of the one concerning the St. Law-
rence. The 8aco has been towed to Washington by order of the
Department, and the Augusta to Baltimore. Upon the arrival of your
bearer of dispatches, Lieutenant Preston, there was no vessel available
in the roads to convey him to Washington, and 1 sent him to Norfolk
in a tug, with directions for Lieutenant-Commander Barnes to convey
him there in the U. S. S. Bat. The Bat had gone to the yard that day
to get a new foremast, having lost hers in the severe gales encountered
on her passage from Boston. She has not yet returned from Washing-
ton. In obedience to your order transmitted through Commander
W. A, Parker, I assumed the duties of senior officer at this place on
the 17th instant. In accordance with the first paragraph of your
General Order No. 6, dated October 13, 1864, 1 reported to you, under
date of October 20, the general condition of this vessel. I would again
respectfully call your attention to her. Lying in the smooth water of
James Eiver she leaked 20 inches in twenty-four hours. By the set-

tling of the deck amidships the woodwork has encroached so much
upon some of the working parts of the machinery as to necessitate the
cutting away a portion of it. The tubes in the boilers have begun to
give out; twenty in one and five in the other boiler are now plugged.
Those and other matters reported by the engineer in charge have been
referred to the fleet engineer. Her decks require thorough calking,
some ofthe seams being nearly three-fourths of an inch wide, withnothing
in them. I shall endeavor to remedy this matter, having succeeded in
procuring the materials for calking since my arrival here. The pin-

hole in the forward rudder for securing it at sea is partially split ont,

so that the bolts which secure the socket in the top of the rudder have
no hold in the wood and work out.

Wishing you every success, admiral, in your operations against
Wilmington,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Ed. T. Nichols,

Commander and Senior Officer in Hampton Roads.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commander Parker, U. 8.

Navy, to refrain from cooperation with Major-General Butler in the

James River.

Beaufort, N. C, December 30, 1864.

Sir: In all your operations on James River, run no risks at present

or while I am away. Don't listen to any proposition of General Butler,

or join with him and expect support.

Preserve all your vessels until the right time comes. Keep most of

the vessels on the river busy patrolling. Your own vessel and the tor-

pedo boats are quite enough to protect Dutch Gap, which will be a

failure like everything Butler undertakes.
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I have no other orders to give you, everythiDg beiug contained iu the

iustructious already given.

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.

Commander W. A. Parker,
Commanding Fifth Division, North Atlantic Squadron.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, Saturday, December 31, 1864.

Sir: LieutenanfcGeneral Grant will send immediately a competent

force, properly commanded, to cooperate in the capture cf the defenses

on Federal Point. It is expected that the troops will leave Hampton
Roads next Monday or Tuesday. This is all the information the

Department has to give you, but relies upon your skill and judgment
to give full effect to any move that may be arranged. The Department
is perfectly satisfied with your efforts thus far, and you will convey to

all hands the satisfaction the Department feels.

I am, sir,

Gideon Welles.
Rear- Admiral D. D. Porter,

Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, off Wilmington.

Letter of Lieutenant- Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, to Bear-Admiral
Dahlgren, U. S. Navy, concerning affairs at Fort Fisher, N. G.

U. S. S. New Hampshire,
Port Royal, S. C, December 31, 1864.

Admiral : Expecting to have found you at this place, and not doing
so, I have to express to you my message from Admiral Porter.
The admiral presents his compliments to you and wishes me to say

that so far as the naval operations against Fort Fisher and adjacent
works were concerned, they were perfectly satisfactory, but that the
army, after having landed and advanced their skirmish line to the very
parapets of the fort, some of the line even going inside and bringing
out a horse, mule, and the rebel flag which was shot away and lying
on the ground, deemed the work still "as capable of defense" as ever
and therefore not to be attempted without regular approaches, wbicli
was not contemplated in their instructions, they embarked and sailed
for Hampton Boads.
My mission from Admiral Porter is to General Sherman, to request

that he will afford the admiral a sufiBcient number of troops to occupy
the forts when their fire is reduced by the fleet.

The casualties in the fleet were few, not more than 8 killed and
wounded by the enemy's fire, but some 40 more from burstinsr of five
100-pounder rifles.

[Very respectfully,

K. R. Breese,
Fleet Captain, North Atlantic Squadron.]

[Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren,
Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.]
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Letter from Major- General Sherman, U. 8. Army, to Rear-Admiral
Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding proposed operations against Wilminq-
ton, N. G.

Headquarters Military Division of the Mississippi,
In the Field, Savannah, Oa., December 31, 1864.

Dear Admiral : Captain Breese has this moment arrived with your
letter of December 29, and I assure you it does my heart good to feel
that I am ouce more near you. I hope soon we will meet in person.

I have already submitted to Generals Halleck and Grant a plan for a
campaign which will bring my whole army to Wilmington, which I
know I can take as easily, if not more so, than Savannah.

1 do not think you can take those shore batteries with your gunboats,
or do more than drive the gunners to the cover of their bombproofs. I
have examined carefully many of the forts about Savannah, and find
them so well covered by traverses and bombproof shelters, that you
might blaze away at them for a month from the direction of the sea
channels without materially harming them. I have no doubt, however,
from what you say, that Butler's men ought to have taken Fort Fisher
in about three minutes, for its bombproofs cau not possibly shelter more
than 200 men, and they would be, as you say, crouching in a defenseless
position as against an attacking force.

But even after you have got Fisher, then comes Caswell, Fort John-
ston, and, I suppose, a string of forts all the way back to Wilmington.
Now, I propose to march my whole army through South Carolina, tear-
ing up the railroads and smashing things generally, feign on Charleston
and rapidly come down upon Wilmington from the rear, taking all

their works in reverse. I submitted this plan to Genieral Grant ou the
24th, and shall expect his answer very soon and will be ready to start
the moment I cau replenish my wagons with bread, sugar, coffee, etc.

At present the Savannah River is badly obstructed by heavy cribs
filled with cobblestones, which have served to make islands of mud and
sand, leaving narrow, difficult, and tortuous channels between. Through
these channels all our stores have to be brought in launches and light-

draft boats, of which we have an inadequate number, so that thus far

we barely get enough for daily consumption.
But all hands' are hard at work, and I hope by the 10th of January

to get enough ahead to load our wagons, and be ready to start. It will

take some time for me to reach Wilmington, but I am certain that mine
is the only mode by which the place can be taken effectually. My army
is a good one, but not large enough to mako detachments from.

I had to leave with Thomas enough men to whip Hood, and have
written to Grant to send to Foster enough men of the second class to

hold Savannah whilst I move with my entire force. It is very impor-

tant that I should have two or more points along the coast where I can
communicate with you, and where I could have some spare ammunition
and provisions in reserve, say Bull's Bay, Georgetown, and Masonboro.

Can't you arrange to get all these points in your jurisdiction?

Admiral Dahlgren is very accommodating, but you and I understand

each other better. I think, when you come to consider my position, you
will agree with me that my proposition is better than to undertake to

reduce in detail the forts about Wilmington, and you can so maneuver
as to hold a large portion of the enemy to the seacoast whilst I ravage

the interior; and when I do make my appearance on the coast, we will

make short work of them all.

I have shown to Captain Breese my letters to Grant and Halleck

and will explain to him fully everything that will interest you, and as
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soon as I hear from General Grant will send a steamer to you advising

you of the time of starting. I rather fear, however, that the President's

anxiety to take Charleston may induce Grant to order me to operate

against Charleston rather than Wilmington, though I much preler the

latter, Charleston being a dead cock in the pit altogether.

I am, most truly, your friend,
W. T. Sherman,

Major- General.

Admiral D. D. PoETEB,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

[Telegram.]

New Berne, December 31, 1864.

Sir: I ordered five schooners laden with coal from New Berne to

Beaufort and had them towed below the blockade with a fair wind;
last three of them got aground, I think willfully; and owing to the

wind blowing from S. W. they are high and dry. Therefore I respect-

fully request to be instructed as to what measures I shall take to get
them to Beaufort. The wind still continues S. W. and at present there

is no chance of getting them off.

Very respectfully,
E. Mellach.

Bear-Admiral Porter.

List ofvenselx attached to the North Atlantic Squadron, January 1, 1865.

North Atlantic Squadron,
January 1, 1865.

Name. Guns. Class. Commanding officer. Present duty or station.

10
10
4
2

3

7
10

3

3

4
4
3
3

Comdr A. C Khlnd .... Norfolk, repairing.
Actg. YoL Lt. A. K. Ijangthorne
Aotcr Ens W C Borden Do

Atlanta Actg. Vol. Lt. T. J. Wooilward
Act". Vol. Lt. F. S. Wells

Hampton Roads.
Oflf Wilmington.
Not reported.

Aries
Augusta

Arietta (schooner) . . . .

.

Lt. Comdr W C. West Beaufort, N. C.
Albemarle (hulk)
Alpha : 4 Acte Ens M" R Davis
Beta, destroyed (form-
erly called Picket
Boat No. 2, orBazely ).

4
6
3

3

Beaufort, N.C.
Off Wilmington.
Norfolk, repairing.
Off Wilmington.
Sounds, North Carolinn.

Acrg. Vol. Lt W. H. Garfield
Actg. Vol. Lt. W. D. RoathBignonia ............ .

Belle
Brooklyn Capt. James Alden

Actg. Mant. A. B. Mulford
Actg. Ens. W. Ottiwell

Norfolk, Va.
Craney Island, Va.

Off Beaufort.

Charles Phelps (coal

2

10

3
6
2

50
6
6
10

7

hulk).
Canonicus Lt. Comdr. G. E. Belknan

.

Clematis

4
3

4

Actg. Vol. Lt. E D Bruner Norfolk, repairing.
Sounds, North Carolina.

Do.
Off Beaufort.
OffWilmiogton.
New York ^axy Tar.1.

Commodore Hull
Ceres Aotir. Mast H H Foster
Colorado Comnio. H. K. Thatcher

Calypso Ai'lir Must F D Stuart
Acte^. VoL Lt J F NIpIcaIr

Commodore Barney Actg. VoLLt.G.B. Livingston 1 James Kiver;
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List ofvesteU attached to the North Atlantio Squadron, January 1, 1865—Continued.

Name. Guns.

CaotnB
Commodoie Morria
Crusader
Commodore Perry
Cuyler.K. n
Chippewa
Cohosset.
Clinton
Dnmbarton
Delaware
Dawn
Daylight
Dictator
Dacotah
Delta ,

Epsilon
Emma
Eolus
£ucaw
fort Jackson
Florida
Fort Donelson
Fahkeo
Grand Gulf
Gettyshnre
GoTeruorBnckinghani
General Putnam
Granite (sloop)

Class.

Glance
Gamma
Howqnah
Hnrou
Hunchback
H. Brisker
Heliotrope
Hoyt
Hetzel

;

Harconrt ;.

Iosco
I

Juniata i

I.K.Seymour '

Kansas
\

Keystone State
:

liilian -

Launch 4 '.

LaunchS {.

Launch 6 !.

Lockwood
{

Lilac !-

Little Ada '

Mooticello '

Manmee '

Mohican
;

Minnesota !

Mackinaw
\

Massasoit ^

Mount Vernon
Moccasin
Mattabesett ..- '

Montgomery
\

Maratanza
'

Morse '

Miami
\

Mendota
Mount Washington
Mystic
Monadnock
Mahopao

|

Martin |.

Mercedita
:

Malvern '

Nyack '

Kansemond
Niphon I

New Ironsides
Kew Berne |.

Osceola
\

Onondaga -...;

Phlox... 1.

Powhatan I

Pequot
'

24

Commanding officer.

Actg. Mast, and Pilot Jno. Kvaus.
Actg. Mast. E. O. Lee
Actg. Vol. Lt. Peter Hays
Actg. Vol. Lt. A. P. Foster
Comdr. C.H. B. Caldwell
Lt. Comdr. A. W. Weaver
Actg. Bus. and Pilot G. B. Grifiiu .

.

G. W.Hadden
Actg. Vol. Lt. H. Brown
A ctg. Mast. J. H. Eldridge
Actg. Mast. J.A.Jackaway
Actg. Mast. H. A. Phelon
Commo. Juo. Bodgers ,

Present duty or station.

Actg. Mast. Mate W. P. Gragg.

.

Actg. Ens. E. M. Boggs
Actg. Vol. Lt. J. M. Williams ...

Actg. Mast. E. S. Keyser
Lt. Comdr. H. C. Blake
Capt. B. F. Sands

Actg. Vol. Lt. T. Pickering.
Actg. Mast. F. K. Webb

Lt. B. H. Lamsou
Actg. Vol. Lt. J. MacDiarmid

.

Actg. Mast. H. H. Savage
Actg. Mast. £. Boomer

Actg. Ens. H. Wheeler
Actg. Ens. H. F. Curtis
Actg. Vol. LL J. W. Balch
Lt. Comdr. T. O. Selfridge
Lt.Jos.Fyfle
Actg. Ens. J. H. Kerens
Actg. Ens. and Pilot Korman .

Actg. Ens. H. B. Twambly
Actg. Mast. 1 liompson

Comdr. Jno. Guest
Capt. W. K. Taylor
Actg. Ens. F. B. Allen ,

Lt. Comdr. P. G. Watmongh .

Comdr. U.Rolando
Actg. Vol. Lt. T. A. Harris .

.

Actg. Ens. J. Q. A. Davidson .

Actg. Mast. S. P. Crafte . .

.

Lt. W. B. Cnshlng
Lt. Comdr. B. Chandler ...

Comdr. D.Ammen
Commo. J.Lanman
Comdr. J. C. Beaamont
Comdr. B. T. Bensbaw
Actg. Vol. Lt. J. Xratben.

.

Actg. Ens. J. Brown
Comdr. J. C. Febiger
Actg. Vol. Lt. T. C. Dunn .

Lt. Comdr. G. W. Young .

.

Actg. Vol. Lt. G. W. Graves
Comdr. E.T.Nichols
Actg. Mast, and Pilot H. H. Hayniu.
Actg. Mast. W.Wright
Comdr. E. G. Parrott
Lt. Comdr. E. E. Potter

Lt Comdr. M. Haxtun
Lt. B. H. Porter
Lt. Comdr. L. H. Newman -

Actg. Mast. J. H. Porter .

.

Actg. Mast. E. Kemble
Commo. W. Kadford

Comdr. J.M.B.Clitz..
Comdr. W. A. Parker .

Commo. J. F. Schenck. .

.

Lt. Comdr. D. L. Braine .

Naval Station, Norfolk.
James Kiver.
York Eiver.
James Biver.
Norfolk Navy Yard.
OiT Wilmington.
Norfolk, Va.

Do.
Do.

James Eiver, Va.
Do.

James Biver, Va.
Hampton Eoads.
Not reported.
James Biver, Va.

Do.
Off Wilmington.
Beaufort, N. C.
James Biver.
Off Wihnington.
Not reported.
Beaufort, N. C.
Off Wilmington.
Not reported.
Beaufort, N.C.

Do.
James Eiver.
Guard ship, Hatteras
Inlet

James Biver.
Do.

Off Wilmington.
Beaufort, N^C.
James Biver.

Do.
Norfolk, Va.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Norfolk, Va.

Do.
Off Wilmington.
Off Beaufort
Hampton Eoads.
Off Wilmington.

•Do.
Do.

James Eiver.
Sounds, North Carolina.
New Berne, N. C.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Norfolk, Va.
Beaufort, N. C.

Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

James Eiver.
Off Wilmington.
Beaufort, N.C.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Off Wilmington.

Do.
Eepairing at Baltimore.
James B^er.

Do.
Do.

York Eiver.
Beanfort, N. C.

Do.
Norfolk Navy Yard.
Baltimore, Mu.
Beaufort, N. C.

Do.
Do.

Eepairing at Boston.
Off Beaufort, N.C.
Supply steamer.
Off Beaufort, N.C.
James Biver.

Do.
Off Beaufort, N. C.

Do.
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Liat ofveaaela attached to the North Atlantic Squadron, January 1, 1865—Continued.

Name.

Pawtuxet
Poppy
PODtOOSUC
Quaker City
Khode Island
Release
Senshaw
Seneca
State of Georgia
Saco
Shenandoah
Snsqnehanna
Santiago de Cuba
Samuel Botan
Sau^us
Shamrock
Safiron
Spnyten Dnyril (tor-

pedo boat).
Shokokon
Sassacus
St. Lawrence

Gruns

Tallapoosa
Xuacarora
Tristram Shandy
Tacony
Ticontleroga
Unadilla
Unit ,

Vanderbilt ,

Victoria
Vicksburg
Valley City ,

Vance, A. D
"Wabash ,

Western World
William Badger (hulk)
"Wilderness
"Wyalusing
"Whitehead
"Wyandotte
Young America
Vantic .^,

ZonaTe
Zeta

CHass. Commanding olficer.

Comdr. J, H. Spotts
Aotg. Ens. "W. Clarke
Lt. Comdr. "W. G. Temple .

Comdr. W. F. Splcer
C!omdr. S. D. Trenchard . .

.

Actg. Mast. J. Baker
Gunner E. A. McDonald .

.

Lt. (jomdr. M. Sicard

Lt. Comdr. J. G. "Walker .

Capt. D. B. Kidgely
CoQuno. S. W. (Sodon

Off Wilmington.
James Kiver.
Off Wilmington.

Do.
Beaufort, N". C.

Do.
Sounds, Korth Carolina.
Beaufort, S". C.
Not reported.
Hampton Koads.
Beaufort, N. C.

Do.
Do.

York Kiver, Va.
Beaufort, N. C.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Hampton Koads.
James Kiver.

Beaufort, N. C.
Do.

Naval Magazine, Nor-
folk.

Boston.
Off Wilmington.

Do.
Beaufort, N.C.

Do.
Do.

James Kiver.
Beaufort, N. C.
Norfolk, Va.
Off Wilmington.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Savannah, Ga.
Beaufort, N. C.
James Kiver.
Beaufort, N. C.

Aotg. Mast. H. Arey Off Wilmington.
Lt. Comdr. K. English ' Sounds, North Carolina.

Do.

Capt. O. S. Glisson .

Actg. Mast. W. G. Nutting. .

.

Comdr. E. K. Colhoun
Comdr. "W. H. Macomb
Actg. Ens. H. M. Pisbon
First Asst. Eng. [J. L. ] Lay .

.

Acte. Vol. Lt. W. B. Sheldon .

Lt. Comdr. J. L. Davis
Comdr. D. Lynch

Lt. Comdr. DeHaven
Comdr. J. M. Frailey
Actg. VoL Lt. E. F. Devens.

.

Lt Comdr. W. T. Truxton .

.

Capt. C. Steedman
Lt. Comdr. F. M. Ramsay
Actg. Ens. H. P. Hathaway .

Capt. C. W. Pickering
Actg. Ens. W. Moody
Lt. Comdr. [F. H.l Baker....
Actg. Mast. J. A.J. Brooks .

Lt. Comdr. J. H. Upshur . . .

.

Capt. M. Smith
E. Herrick

Present duty or station.

Actg. Mast. T. W. Sheer .

Actg. Ens. O. Lasher
Lt. Comdr. T. C. Harris .

.

Aotg. Ens. F. W. Mintzer .

Norfolk, "Vs.

James Kiver.
Off Wilmington.
Norfolk, Va.
James Kiver.

Report of Commander ParJeer, U. S. Navy, regarding the blowing up of
the Dutch Gap Canal, James River.

U. S. Monitor Onondaga,
Aiken's Landing, James River, Virginia, January 1, 1865.

Sir : I would respectfully report that the ends of the canal at Dutch
Gap were blown up with 12,000 pounds of gunpowder this afternoon at
about 4 o'clock.

We heard no report of the explosion, and there was no perceptible
commotion of the water at our anchorage. The earth was thrown uj)
into the air about 40 or 50 feet and immediately alter fell back into its
original place. This earth will have to be removed to render the canal
l)a88able for vessels.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wm. a. Parker,

Commanding Fifth Division.
liear-Admiral Da"vid D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 401

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to the senior officer in Hamp-
ton Roads, regarding naval vessels there.

Beaufort, N. C, January 1, 1865.

Sib : You will direct all naval vessels at Hampton Hoads to rendez-
vous here without delay.

Kespectfully, your obedient servant,
David J3. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.
Senior Naval Officer,

Hampton Roads.

Special order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding chart plans

of attack upon Fort Fisher.

Special Orders, > North Atlantic Squadron,
No. 7.

) Flagship Malvern, January 1, 1865.

The commanders of all vessels will have their chart plans of last

attack sent in without delay to be corrected ready for the next attack,

and mark the name of their ship in plain letters on the plan.
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

General Orders, No. 77, of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding

preparation of vessels for attack upon Fort Fisher.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, January 1, 1865.

The vessels will get ready for the attack without delay. Troops will

be here on the 4th. Take every shell that can be carried.

Datid D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant- Oeneral

Grant, U. 8. Army, regarding the renewal of operations against Fort

Fisher.

Beaufort, N. G., January 1, 1865.

Dear General : I have just received yours of December 30. I shall

be all ready, and thank God we are not to leave here with so easy a

victory at hand.
, ., , , ^ ,

Thank you for so promptly trying to rectify the blunder so lately

committed. I knew you would do it. I sent to General Sherman for

troops, knowing he must be in Savannah.

I would like the troops to rendezvous here. They should have pro-

visions to last them on shore in case we are driven off by gales, but I

can cover any number of troops if it blows ever so hard. I have held

on here through all and the heaviest gales ever seen here. They seem

to blow that 1 might show the (iorainanders that we could ride it out at

anchor.

N w R—VOL 11 26
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The rebels have no intrenchments, nor will any they make avail them.

We destroyed all their abattis, and made a beautiful bridge for the

troops to cross on.

They think they have whipped us. I made the ships go oft as it they

were crippled, some in tow.

We lost 1 man killed. You may judge what a simple business it was.

I will work night and day to be ready.

We will have Wilmington in a week, weather permitting.

Please impress the commander with the importance of consulting

with me freely as regards weather and landing.

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Lieutenant-General U. S. Grant, TJ. S. Army,
Oommunding Armies of the United States.

Report of Acting JEnsign Ames, IT. S. Navy, regardii-g expedition to Eliza-

beth City, N. C, and seizure ofthe sloop Twilight andschooner Georgia.

U. S. S. LooKWOOD, January 1, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to report to you that, agreeably to your orders

of the 31st ultimo, I proceeded to the Pasquotank fliver. On our
arrival in the mouth of said river we saw the schooner Georgia, of Balti-

more, lying some 2 miles from the mouth of the river, which I boarded,
and upon examining his papers and finding them correct, the captain
stating that he was bound to Edenton, trading, I ordered him to pro-

ceed to Plymouth before going to Edenton, and report in person to you,
and then proceeded ou our way up to Elizabeth (Jity. On our arrival

in Elizabeth City, and leaving orders according to your instructions, I

received information that there was a great deal of contraband trade
carried on at that place, and tliat there were then some 48 bales of
cotton stored there, which cotton, according to your instructions, I took
onboard and brought to Plymouth. There was also lying there the
sloop Twilight, the captain of which had just discharged the cargo from
said sloop. Not deeming his papers correct, and the captain of said
sloop not being able to give any account of himself, I also thought it

best to bring the Twilight to yon. On our passage up the sound we
again fell in with the schooner Georgia and took her in tow, thinking it

advisable to bring her to you.
Yery respectfully,

M. D. Ames,
Acting Ensign, Commanding TJ. S. 8. Lockwood.

Commander W. H. Maoomb,
Commanding District of the Sounds.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of War regarding
operations against Fort Caswell.

Navy Department, January 2, 1865.
Sir: The admiral in command of the North Atlantic Blockading

Squadron is confident that he can land a military force on the open
beach to the westward of Fort Caswell, whence the redaction of that
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important work is easily accomplished by the engineers. The result of

such an operation is to enable the naval vessels to lay inside, as is the
ciise at Charleston, thus closing the port efi'ectaally. As this is the
only port by which any supplies whatever reach the rebels, and as the
armies are mostly going into winter quarters, it seems a fit opportunity
to undertake such an operation.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.
Hon. E. M. Stanton,

Secretary of War.

[Telegram.

Navy Depabtment, January 2, 1865.

Have telegraphed to all the navy yards for boats. I am afraid we
can not have many on hand. There are only two at this yard, which
will leave immediately. Perhaps the quartermaster at New York bet-

ter be directed to go into the market and purchase all he can find.

Such sized boats are scarce. Please write fully to Porter as early as

possible. I notified him yesterday of the fact only, knowing nothing
more. He must coal and fill up with ammunition and provisions, is the

reason I ask you to write him. I wrote him that your force would leave

to day, but if it is not so, he should know it.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

T.ieutenant-General U. S. Grant, U. S. Army,
City Point, Va.

[Telegram.]

OiTT Point, Ya., January 3, 1865—10 p. m.
(Received 11 p. m.)

It was to-day I said vessels were to be assembled at Fort Monroe.

The whole number required are not there yet. Admiral Porter should

coal and fill up at once and be ready. The troops will probably be off

Fort Fisher by Friday next. I think the fleet can furnish boats enough
if they can not be got conveniently elsewhere.

U. S. Grant.
Lieutenant- General.

Hon. G. V. Pox,
Assistant Secretary of Navy.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department,
Washington, January 3, 1865.

The Government has determined that if any more movements rela-

tive to operations in the future are published, summary proceedings in

vindication of right and justice shall instantly issue.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

Alexander Pulton, Esq.,

Publisher Baltimore American, Baltimore, Md.
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Instructions from Lieutenant- General Grant, U. S. Army, to Major-

General Terry, U. S. Army, regarding the renewal of combined oper-

ations against Fort Fisher and Wilmington.

City Point, Ya., January 3, 1865.

General: The expedition intrusted to your command has been
fitted out to renew the attempt to capture Fort Fisher, N. 0., and Wil-
mington ultimately, if the fort falls. You will then proceed with as

little delay as possible to the naval fleet lying off Cape Fear liiver and
report the arrival of yourself and command to Admiral D. D. Porter,

commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
It is exceedingly desirable that the most complete understanding

should exist between yourself and the naval commander. I suggest,
therefore, that you consult with Admiral Porter freely, and get from
him the part to be performed by each branch of the public service, so
that there may be unity of action. It would be well to have the whole
programme laid in writing. I have served with Admiral Porter, and
know that you can rely on his judgment and his nerve to undertake
what he proposes. I would, therefore, defer to him as much as is con-
sistent with your own responsibilities. The first object to be attained
is to get a firm position on the spit of land on which Fort Fisher is

built, from which you can operate against that fort. You want to look
to the practicability of receiving your supplies, and to defending your-
self against superior forces sent against you by any of the avenues left

open to the enemy. If such a position can be obtained, the siege of
Fort Fisher will not be abandoned until its reduction is accomplished
or another plan of campaign is ordered from these headquarters.
My own views are that, if you effect a landing, the navy ought to run

a portion of their fleet into Cape Fear Eiver, while the balance of it

operates on the outside. Land forces can not invest Fort Fisher or cut
it off from supplies or reinforcements while the river is in possession of
the enemy.
A siege train will be loaded on vessels and sent to Fort Monroe, in

readiness to be sent to you if required. All other supplies can be drawn
from Beaufort as you need them. Keep the fleet of vessels with you
until your position is assured. When you find they can be spared,
order them back or such of them as you can spare, to Fort Monroe, to
report for orders. In case of failure to effect a landing, bring your
command back to Beaufort and report to these headquarters for further
instructions. You will not debark at Beaufort until so directed.

General Sheridan has been ordered to send a division of troops to
Baltimore and place them on seagoing vessels. These troops will be
brought to Fort Monroe and kept there on the vessels until you are
heard from. Should you require them, they will be sent you.

TJ. S. Grant,
Lieutenant- General.

Brevet Major-General A. H. Terry.

Letter from Lieutenant- General Grant, U. 8. Army, to Bear-Admiral
Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding proposed cooperative measures of the
armyforce under Major-General Terry.

City Point, Va., January 3, 1865.
I send Major-General A. H, Terry with the same troops General

Butler had, with one picked brigade added, to renew the attempt on
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Fort Fisher. In addition to tbis I have ordered General Sheridan to
send a division of infantry to Baltimore to be put on seagoing trans-
ports, so that they can go also if their services are found necessary.
This will augment General Terry's force from 4,000 to 5,000 men. These
troops will bfi at Fort Monroe, if the transportation can be obtained
(there is but little doubt it can), ready to sail at an hour's notice. Gen-
eral Terry will show you the instructions he is acting under. My views
are that Fort Fisher can be taken from the water front only iu two ways

;

one is to surprise the enemy when they have an insufficient force; then
the other is for the navy to run into Cajie Fear River with vessels
enough to contend against anything the enemy may have there. If the
landing can be effected before this is done, well and good; but if the
enemy are in very strong force, a landing may not be practicable until
we have possession of the river.
General Terry will consult with you fully, and will be governed by

your suggestions as far as his responsibility for the safety of his com-
mand will admit of.

Hoping you all sorts of good weather and success, I remain, etc.

U. 8. Grant,
Lieutenant- General.

Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading 8quadron.

Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant- General
Grant, U. 8. Army, proposing measures of cooperation.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, Beaufort, N. G., January 3, 1865.

Dear General : I hold it to be a good rule never to send a boy on
a man's errand, and we must now calculate that the rebels, having
ascertained their weakness, will take measures to strengthen themselves.
The great thing was to effect a landing, which being done everything
else was easy. The troops could have fortified themselves where they
landed against 100,000 men, covered as they were by over eighty heavy
guns on the gunboats, strung all along the beach. There is no use
fretting over the past; we must endeavor to avoid mistakes in the
future; and if any expedition fails now to take the works, which were
comparatively weak ten days ago, the sagacity of the leaders of the
late expedition will be applauded. The failure to assault the works so

battered and the people so demoralized by the dreadful bombardment,
will set the rebels to work making themselves much stronger; and this

is what I wish to draw your attention to. We can not stop their work
without bringing the whole squadron into play and firing away all our
ammunition before the time comes for work. It is no joke getting in

coal and ammunition, lying outside. The ships can only carry ten

hours' firing. Now I propose (if it is possible) that yoa send every man
you can spare here, with intrenching tools and fifteen 30 pounders; the

last party hail not even a spade. An army can intrench themselves at

Masonboro, and stay as long as they like, if a typhoon blows the ships

to sea. I have received a letter from Sherman. He wants me to time

my operations by his, which I think a good plan. We will make a sure

thing of it; but the troops and the Navy must be ready to strike at a

moment's notice, and when the enemy least expects us. We will have
the report spread that the troops are to cooperate with Sherman in the
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attack on Charleston. T hope Sherman will be allowed to carry out his

plans; he will have Wilmington in less than a month, and Charleston

will fall like a ripe pear. 1 expect you understand all this better than

1 do. I have made arrangements to keep communication open with

Sherman from the time he starts. Captain Breese will give you all the

latest news.
I am, general, very truly and sincerely,

David D. Poeter,
Bear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-General U. S. Grant,
Commanding Armies of the United States, City Point.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department,
Washington, January 3, 1865.

Turn over all the launches and large boats you have to Lieutenant-

General Grant and notify him by telegraph.

By order of Secretary:
G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary of the Navy.
Captain J. M. Berrien,

Commandant Naval Station, Norfolk, Va.

Report of Bear-Admiral Porter, U, S. Navy, regarding plansfor a second

attack upon Fort Fisher.

Confidential.] North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, Beavfort, N. C, January 3, ISG!).

Sir: I send the J..i>. Vance to Norfolk to expedite certain articles

we are in need ol, and take advantage of the opportunity to send Lieu-
tenant-Commander Breese to communicate with the Department to
inform it of my plans and arrangements.

I also send a letter received from General Sherman, submitting his

views to the Department.
I shall go to work prudently and safely and have no doubt of the

result if the Army will do its share of the work.
Greater obstacles will have to be overcome, but as I intend to make

my attack different from the last, the enemy will gain no insight into
my intentions. He will have his hands full to repair his works for a
month to come, and can not replace his guns that have been dismounted
and injured, which I think amount to about sixteen. I am glad to per-
ceive that the Department is satisfied with what we have done. The
Navy never did its work more effectually and it is nothing to what we
can do, as we only fired one division of guns, and the ordinary matters
of the ships were not interrupted by the engagements
General Sherman's letter was written under the supposition that Gen-

eral Butler's forces had attacked Fort Fisher, and been repulsed—his
views changed materially on hearing the true state of the case.
We will have a little more difficulty in landing, but there are more

places than one on that coast where we can effect it. The refitting and
replenishing of the squadron after so long and severe an engagement is
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a slow busiuess, especially as the large sliips have to be off the coast,

where the wind blows from seaward almost incessantly aud with much
violence. Two days since, in a S. W. gale, the sea made a clear breach
over them, almost putting out the fires of the Susquehanna.

It is good practice for them, and will show them what can be done
when one is determined to do it.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DAVin D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, T>. G.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy,
regarding the TJ. 8. 8. £anshee.

Navy Department, January 3, 1865.

SiB: The i?ans^,ee has been detached from the North Atlantic Squad-
ron and ordered to the Potomac Flotilla.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Gomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, off Wilmington.

Report of Commander Macomb, U. S. Navy, regarding the seizure of the

schooner Georgia.

U. S. S. Shamrock,
Dist. of the Sounds of N. G., Plymouth, N. G., January 3, 1865.

Admiral: I have seized the schooner Georgia, bound to Chowan
River, North Carolina, she having contraband of war on board, although

she has passes signed by General Shepley and others.

I would respectfully request to be informed what coarse to pursue in

such cases, and what is considered contraband of war.

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
^ ^ W.H.Macomb,

Gomdr.,' Commanding District Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

N. B.—The original of this was sent to Norfolk by the trader, who
went north to state his case.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, IT. S. Navy, to Acting Master King, TJ. S.

Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Wando, to convey dispatch for Major-Gen-

eral Sherman, U. 8. Army.

Beaufort, N. C, January 3, 1865.

Sir- Proceed at once with Wando under your command to report to

Rear-Admiral Dahlgreri, commanding South Atlantic Blockading

Squadron.



408 NOETH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

Have the chart and dispatch which are given you with this for-

warded to Major-General Sherman without delay.

Very respectfully, etc.,

David D. Poeteb,
Rear-Admiral.

Commanding Officer U. S. S. Wando.

P. S.—Run down the coast by the Western Bar, [Cape Fear Kiver],

and if you see the U. S. S. B. B. Cuyler or Quaker City, direct her

commander to bring his vessel here and report to me without delay.

David D. Poetbe,
Bear-Admiral.

Letter from Rear-Admirdl Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Major-General Sher-

man, U. 8. Army, regarding his intended movement upon Wilmington,

K C.

BbAUFOET, N. C, January 3, 1865.

My Deae GeneeaL: Captain Breese arrived this morning and I

was glad to hear of your intended movement. I Itnow that a move on
Wilmington is the only way to go to work. That kills Charleston
without stopping on the way. In fact it kills the rebellion. It leaves

large armies and navies to operate elsewhere.

God speed you. I will look out for you and communicate with you
by every opportunity.

I send you a letter from General Grant. You will see what he pro-

poses. But what could have been taken a week ago with 3,000 men
can not now be taken with less than 12,000.

1 will amuse the rebels in front while you are pushing ahead; and
unless I see that they are overconfident and do nothing more than
repair their works, will wait a good opportunity, so that when you strike
at Wilmington I will pitch into the forts. They may mount a hundred
guns more there, but I can shut them up. The fleet has never yet
tired more than one division of guns at one time, the others resting and
looking on.

Butler has made a poor business of it. "But it is all right." Had
we succeeded it would have made him our next President, the greatest
calamity that could have happened to the country.

I hope you will yet have all the credit of this adventure.
Butler's friends and partisans are trying to make capital out of the

late failure, and some of Butler's papers are criticising my share in the
matter. You know exactly how much I care about attacks of that kind

;

and we did our share so effectually that even the Tribune has a hard
time in helping Butler.

I send you a late plan of the defenses of Wilmington, which I am
not certain that you have. It is quite correct.

I hope you will communicate with me from time to time, so that I can
act in concert with you. We are certain to meet as we have before
under the walls of a captured city.

I remain, general, truly, your friend and obedient servant,
David D. Poetee,

Bear-Admiral.

Major-General William T. Shekman, U. S. Army.
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Confidential letterfrom the Assistant Secretary of the Navy to Lieutenant-
General Grant, U. S. Army, requesting arrangements for the mission of
Mr, Blair.

OoDfidential.] Navy Department, January 4, 1865.

My Dear Sir: To day we received dispatches from Porter dated the
29th ultimo, stating that the euemy are removing the guns from Fort
Fisher, preparatory to changing the arrangement of their defenses.

The Philadelphia Inquirer of to day has all the information contained
in the documents that have just come from Kichmond through General
Butler's headquarters. I think last summer, after my visit to you with
General Gillmore, that you were under the impression that one of us
gave publicity to the object of our visit. I trusted to time to enable
you to discover nil the leaks in the vicinity of your headquarters.
Mr. Blair, sr., alone, will leave Washington Saturday, and arrive off

City Point about noon, in the screw steamer 2>on, Captain Parker, com-
manding the Potomac Flotilla. As he goes by consent of the President,
at the request of Mr. Davis, I ask for Mr. Blair that you will make
arrangements to get him through comfortably as early as practicable,

and as secretly. I have suggested to him to lay to off City Point, and
let an officer go on shore from the vessel and receive your directions as

to the best method of going through. The I>on can go up as far us

desired and remain until Mr. Blair returns, and I will direct Captain
Parker to report to you and receive any directions you may give.

Please acknowledge the receipt of this letter by telegraph.

I got the President to put into the old capitol the man who caused

to be published the Wilmington expedition. Yesterday the Baltimore

American sent me word that they had information that another expe-

dition was fitting out. I sent them word that the Government would
deal very summarily with the first party who published it. To-niglit

Mr. Gobright, the agent of the Associated Press, informed me that he

had such news from Hampton Eoads, but had suppressed it.

I am, most truly, sir, your obedient servant,
G. Y. Pox.

General U. S. Grant.

The country will not forgive us for another failure at Wilininston,

and I have so informed Porter.

Report of Captain Sands, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. Fort Jackson

of arrival off Beaufort, N. C.

U. S. S. Fort Jackson,

Off Beaufort Bar, January 4, 1865.

Sir: I have to report my arrival here at 4 p. m., having gone to

New Inlet in obedience to your order, arriving there at 7 a. m. this

morning. . . , „„„t^. t. , n
I left Norfolk on January 2, at 6 p. m., taking in 1,200 TX-inch shells

filled and fuzed for the fleet, with some grate bars for the Kansas and

a large mail for the fleet.

Verv respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,
'

B. F. Sands,
Captain.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
, . „ ,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Flagship Malvern.
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Ord^r of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commander Macomh, V. 8.

Navy, regarding persons fishina in the Sounds of North Carolhw.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Beaufort. N. C, January 4, 1865.

Sir: Yours of 28th ultimo, iu relation to persons fishing in the

sounds, has been received.

You must use your own judgment about such matters and not appeal

to me. If you think the fishermen are spies and are using their boats

to plant torpedoes, or otherwise damaging our interests, stop their

work at once, and break up all the boats.

General Butler has no command whatever over the water.

Eespectfnlly, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter.

Rear-Admiral.

Commander W. H. Macomb.
Commanding District of Sounds of North Carolina.

Report of Commander Macomh, U. 8. Navy, protesting against traffic

under cover of Treasury regulations for the benefit of Confederate

armies,

U. S. S. Shamrock,
District Sounds of North Carolina, Plymouth, January 4, 1865.

Sir : I wish to protest in the strongest terms against the manner in

which certain parties, under cover of the Treasury regulations, are sup-
plying the rebel armies.

It appears that there is a clause in the Treasury regulations for com-
mercial intercourse, etc., which permits anyone bringing out of cotton,

tobacco, etc., to take in return supplies and merchandise to the amount
of one-third of the value of the products brought out. This law is a
mistake; under no circumstances should supplies be allowed to pass
without our lines. I seized the other day a schooner with a cargo of
every kind of contraband articles, valued at nearly $7,000, which was
on its way directly into the enemy's lines, and there is very little doubt
that most of it will go to feed the armies against which we are fighting.

I respectfully request that yon refer this matter to the Treasury
Department, and have a stop put to this manner of assisting our
enemies.

I shall send a duplicate of this to the admiral. My reasons for mak-
ing this report direct to the Department are that the parties engaged
in this business will probably make complaints at Washington of my
seizure of their property, and I wish my reasons to be known. The
schooner (the Georgia) is still here, awaiting directions from the
admiral.
A steamer called the Philadelphia, with a large cargo, said to have

the proper Treasury permits, signed by General Shepley, etc., ran up
the Chowan Eiver the other night and is said to have gone to Frank-
lin, Va., to sell her cargo. On her way up a guard of rebel soldiers
was placed on board her to take her up in safety.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. Macomb,

Comdr., Comdg. District Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Bear-Admiral I'orter, U. S, Navy,
regarding venaels for Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, U. JS. Navy, command-
ing South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Navy Department, January 5, 1865.

Sir: After operations are finisbed against tbe outer defenses of Wil-
minglou, send immediately to Rear-Admiral Dablgreu all the vessels,

including ironclads, tbat in your judgment can be spared from the
North Atlantic Squadron. Let them be efficient vessels, drawing not
over 18 feet.

Very respectfully,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Hear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Gomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, January 5, 1865.

Can you not possibly go down the coast for a few days? 1 think we
have flue sea steamer at Norfolk, and I will accompany you. It seems
to be worth a few hours of tbe directing mind.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

Lientenant-General U. S. Grant, U. S. Army,
City Point, Va.

Report of Captain Berrien, U. S. Navy, commandant navy yard, Norfolk,

regarding boatsfor the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Commandant's Office,

U. S. Navy Yard, Norfolk, January 5, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of

December 29, 1864, in relation to forwarding all the boats for the North

Atlantic Squadron. The Aries will take down two large boats, and

others will be forwarded as opportunities occur. 1 regret having to

state that, the boats for which requisition was made several weeks since

have not as yet been furnished for the squadron, though these may
reach us at any moment.
At the request of Lieuteuant-General Grant, and by order of the

honorable Secretary of tbe Navy, six launches and large boats, mostly

belonging to vessels of the North Atlantic Squadron, have been sent

down to Fort Monroe for the use of the Army. Of the nature of the

service in which these boats are to be employed I know nothing.

1 am. sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
'

J. M. Berrien,
Captain, Commanding Naval Station, Norfolk.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,

U. S. Flagship Malvern, off New Inlet, North Carolina.
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[Telegram.]

Navy Department, January 5, 1865,

Proceed to sea to-day if possible and report to Rear-Admiral Porter

off Beaufort. Wben he dispenses with your services, proceed off

Charleston and report as previously ordered.
Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

Lieutenant-Commander Saml. Magaw,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Lenapee, Navy Yard, New York.

[Telejrram.]

Navv: Department, January 5, 1865.

What steamers have you ready for sea which can carry dispatches!

Has the Santiago de Cuba gone? If not, retain her for further orders.

By order Secretary

:

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

Captain J. M. Berrien,
Commandant Navy Yard, Norfolk, Va.

Report of Commander Parker, TJ. 8. Navy, giving reasons for delay in

attacking the Confederate rams in James River.

U. S. Monitor Onondaga,
Aiken's Landing, James River, Virginia, January 6, 1865.

Sir : I have to report that we have made but little progress toward
attacking the rebel rams anchored in James Eiver for the last three
weeks for the following reasons, viz:

Mr. Berney left this vessel on the 16th ofDecember last for New York,
to procure more burning fluid and apparatus, as he said, and promised
to return in less than a week, but I have heard nothing from him since
that time. I have had a plenty of volunteers for the work, both of
officers and men, and the crew of this vessel is well drilled.

First Assistant Engineer John L. Lay, in command of the torpedo
boat Spuyten Duyvil, left here for New York on the 26th ultimo for shells
and necessary apparatus and returned yesterday. He reports that it

will be necessary for him to return to New York to-day, and he will be
absent about two weeks more to superintend the manufacture of some
newly invented and powerful shells, after which he will soon be ready
to operate.
He reports that he had an interview with General Grant, who advised

him to wait till the Army were ready to cooperate, and that General
Grant approved of his plans, and that blows delivered at the same time
from the Army and Navy would have a much greater eflfect than if
either one undertook to act independently of the other against theenemy.

I trust that this will explain to you the reason of the apparent inac-
tion of this division. I can assure you, sir, that we are ready to act as
soon as a proper opportunity shall present itself.

I beg leave to recall your attention to the fact that nearly all the ves-
sels in the Fifth Division are short of men.
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All the rebel deserters who have been exaniiued on board this vessel
apree in saying that the fires from the monitors liave caused but very
little damage to the rebel batteries. They knock off a little dirt from
the parapets, but this is easily repaired in the night. The most serious
damage was done last summer, when a gun at Howlett's battery was
dismounted, but not a man has ever been killed or wounded by the pro-

jectiles from the monitors.
The rebel deserters report that there are many torpedoes abreast of

Howlett's battery, and between that and the rams, some of which con-

tain 1,500 to 2,000 pounds of powder. These are connected by tele-

graphic wire with the batteries. There are also many smaller ones con-
taining 50 pounds, which are percussion shells anchored about 4 feet

below the surface of the water.
Additional obstructions have recently been sunk between us and the

rebel rams by the enemy.
1 have previously reported that the canal at Dutch Gap was blown

out, with partial success, on the 1st instant at about 4 o'clock p. m.
1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. a. Parkbk,
Commanding Fifth Division.

Eear-Adniinil David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding coal supply.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Malvern, Beaufort, N. C, January 6, 1865.

Sir : There is not coal enough here to supply the squadron, though I

think this will not delay our operations. It is very important that

there should be a large supply here while the squadron is so large on
this coast.

I understand that an order has been given to send no more coal to

this place for the present. This is very unfortunate, as no one can tell

how long the squadron will be here and in this neighborhood.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Letter from Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commodore Adams,
U. S. Navy, regarding coal.

Beaufort, January 6, [1865].

Commodore: We require 12,000 tons of coal at this point for imme-

diate use. _^

Eespectfully, yours, David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Commodore H. A. Adams,
323 Walnut Street, Philadelphia.
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Report of Commander Macomb, U. S. Navy, requesting torpedoes for use

against the enemy's ironclads.

U. S. S. Shameock,
I>ist. Sounds ofN. 0., Plymouth, N. G., January (>, 1865.

Admieal : I respectfully request that a number of torpedoes like the

one picked up in the Eoanoke Eiver and sent to you this day, say 100,

may be made by the Ordnance Department and sent here for use in

this district against the enemy's ironclads.

One has been sent to the Navy Department, which will serve as a
pattern.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. Macomb,

Gomdr., Gomdg. District Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.

Eear-Admiral David D. Portee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Commander Macomb, TJ. S. Navy, advising the barricading of
the itoanoke River.

TT. S. S. Shameock,
Dist. Sounds ofN. C, Plymouth, N. G., January 6, 1865.

Admieal: I think that this river should be barricaded, so as to pre-

vent the enemy from bringing out his ironclad, which, from all accounts,
is within five or six months of completion.
This might be done in two ways—^by sinking vessels in the river

(twelve good sized schooners sunk stem upstream would be sufficient)

or by building a regular causeway of cobwork across the stream, leav-

ing sluices for the water to flow through. The latter of these methods
is perhaps the most effectual, but the former is much more easily accom-
plished. I would respectfully request instructions on this subject, and
if you decide on the latter method, please have some schooners sent
out, as I have but three that can be used.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. Macomb,

Commander, Gomdg. District Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Commodore Radford, TJ. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. New
Ironsides, regarding effects of heavy weather.

U. S. S, New Ieonsides,
Off Beaufort, N. 0., January 7, 1865.

Sie: I have the honor to report that I last night parted my chain,
the ship pitching very heavily. A heavy sea boarded us.
The ship shows in every part the effects of heavy weather, works

badly, and leaks considerably, feeling much the want of her rudder.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. Radford,
Commodore, Commanding Ironclad Division.

Eear-Amiral David D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Flagship Malvern.
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Report of Commander Macomb, JJ. S. Navy, acknowledging the Depart-
ment's general order regarding trade with the Confederate States.

U. S. S. Shameock,
IHst. Sounds of N. C, Plymouth, N. C, January 7,'1865.

SiE : I have this day received from Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter the
Department's General Order No. 42, in relation to the late executive
order in regard to trade with the rebellious States.
My letter of the 6th instant was written before the receipt of that

order, and at a time when I found that it was being abused by certain
parties, who took advantage of it to carry large quantities of supplies
into a part of the country in the immediate possession of the enemy.
I need not say that the above order will be carried out by me, especially
that part which forbids contraband of war from being taken into the
enemy's country.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. Macomb,

Commander, Gomdg. District Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Letterfrom First Assistant Engineer Lay, U. S. Navy, to Bear-Admiral
Gregory, JJ. S. Navy, reporting an interview with General Grant regard-
ing proposed plan for the destruction of Confederate ironclads in the
James Biver.

New Toek, January 8, 1865.

Admieal: On my return to the James Eiver I had an interview with
General Grant, who approved of the plan proposed to destroy the rebel
fleet and remove the obstructions in James Eiver, but he deemed it

advisable not to make a demonstration until there was a combined
movementby the Army and Navy, which, as he remarked, would greatly
increase the chances for success. Commander Parker approved of the
suggestions made by the general, and deemed it advisable in the mean-
time to strengthen the vessel and render ber as formidable as possible,

and in view of this has given me orders to proceed to New York (a copy
of which I enclose) to make the necessary arrangements. I herewith
enclose a requisition for the necessary deck plates and shells, which I

desire to procure at the earliest moment. It may be proper for me to

add that my interview with General Grant was for the purpose of secur-

ing his cooperation in clearing the river of obstructions and destroying
the rebel fleet. The interview was proposed by Commander Parker,
and from him I received a letter of introduction to the general.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
John L. Lay,

Commanding Spuyten Duyvil.

[EearJ-Admiral F. H. Gebgoet, U. S. Navy,
General Superintendent Ironclads, New York.
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Lieutenant- Commander Morris, IT. S.

Navy, commanding TJ. 8. 8. 8hawmut.

Navy Depabtment, January 'J, 1865.

Sir: Proceed with the TJ. S. S. 8hawmut off Wilmington and report

for duty in the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Lieutenant-Commander Geo. TJ. Morris,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Shawmut, Portsmouth, N. M.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, TJ. 8. Navy, to the senior officer at New
Berne, N. C, regarding coal.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, off Beaufort, N. C, January 9, 1865.

Sir: Some ten days since I ordered all the coal at Hatteras Inlet to

be sent here at ouce, since which I have heard nothing from it. Go
there yourself if necessary and start them out at once.

Very respectfully, your obedient' servant,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.

Senior Naval Officer,
New Berne, N. G.

Report of Lieutenant- Commander Young, U. 8. Navy, senior officer off

Western Bar, regarding the vessels on that station.

U. S. S. Maratanza,
Western Bar, Cape Fear River, January 9, 1865.

Sir: In obedience to General Order No. 63, I herewith enclose

a tracing of chart containing the stations of vessels on blockade
duty on the Western Bar, Cape Fear Elver. The following vessels

have performed duty as bar blockaders at intervals since the 1st of

December, 1864: Maratanza, Britannia, Aries, Dumbarton, Moccasin,
Eolus, Bignonia, Nansemond, Viclcsburg, Nyack, Tristram Shandy, Little

Ada, and Emma. Two blockade runners have been beached during
the month. The Ella, which was forced on shore and afterwards fired

by the Emma, and another, name unknown, was run on shore about
the night of the 25th ultimo and shelled by the Monticello and Eolus
on the afternoon of the 26th [27th], and since has been forced up on
the beach by the heavy southerly weather we have had since the 25th,
so that she can never be got afloat again.

If the vessels are to be supplied coal by schooners from Beaufort, I

would respectfully suggest that they may be compelled to have good
ground tackle, as they have been a source of great anxiety, expecting
some of them to break adrift and be beached on Smith's Island before
any of us could render them the necessary assistance.

I would also suggest that a launch that will carry from 10 to 15 tons
of coal be furnished, so that the small vessels can use her in coaling
when the sea is too rough to lay alongside of the schooner, which is

the case in five days out of the week. I have used and loaned the
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small vessels this vessel's launch aud first cutter, but the consequent
rough usage knocks the boats to pieces and keeps the ship's carpenter
constantly at work to keep them in repair. The boats are too slightly

built for the service required.
By sending a launch a great deal of damage to the tugs and schooners

will be avoided. As nearly every one of the tugs goes alongside to

coal, some damage is done to one or the other.
I would respectfully request permission to get from the storehouse a

large iron buoy to put down in soft bottom, so as to enable vessels in

heavy weather to find good anchorage and to serve as a guide for

vessels running into the station at night when it sets in thick. The
buoy now moored is rope-strapped, and consequently is getting adrift

frequently.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Geo. W. Young,

Lieutenant-Commander, TJ. 8. Navy, Senior Officer.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Portee,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commander Macomb, U. S.

Navy, regarding cooperation with army forces.

EoETH Atlantic Squadeon,
TJ. 8. Flagship Malvern, Beaufort, N. G., January 9, 1865.

SiE: Do not undertake anymore expeditions with any of Butler's

party, they are not to be depended upon.
I do not wish the picket launch used for any purpose whatever, but

kept in case a ram comes down.
When you want any more gas for the calcium light, send to Mr. Grant,

the inventor, at Fortress Monroe, and get three or four cylinders.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Portee,

Rear-Admiral.

Commander W. H. Macomb,
Commanding District of Sounds, etc.

Report of Commander Macomb, U. S. Navy, transmitting report regarding

the system of illegal traffic in tlie sounds.

U. S. S. Shameook,
Bist. Sounds ofN. C, off Plymouth, January 9, 1865.

Admiral : I have the honor to transmit to you an interesting report

of an investigation made in the system of carrying on trade with the

rebellious States, as practiced in this district under licenses, permits,

and papers from General Shepley and the Treasury authorities of

Norfolk, Va. You will perceive by this how much the law and the

privileges ofpurchasing cotton and other products of the insurrectionary

States are hereby abused by those engaged in it, and all this under

authority of the Government.
I also wish to call your attention to the fact of a large trading and

supply storehouse having been established at South Mills, situated

N w E—VOL 11 27
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at the junction of the Dismal Swamp Canal and the Pasquotank River,

well above Elizabeth City.

I quite coincide with the commanding ofificer of the Geres in the fact

that the rebel army are receiving large amounts of supplies through

these sources. Under th€se circumstances it would appear an anomaly

to blockade a port on the coast and then open trade for supplying the

enemy but a short distance in the interior.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. Macomb,

Commander, Gomdq. District of the Sounds of North Carolina.

To Rear-Admiral DAviD D. Porter,
Gonidg. North Atlantic Squadron, Flagship Malvern, Beaufort, N. C.

[Encloanre,]

TJ. S. S. Ceres,
Off Plymouth, N. C, January 9, 1865.

Sir: In compliance with your order of the 4th instant, I proceeded
with the U. S. S. Ceres under my command to North River, Albemarle
Sound. I dragged the bar at the mouth of that river, but found
nothing. I then proceeded to the mouth of Chesapeake and Albemarle
Canal and visited the supply store of C. C. Poole, at Coanjock Bridge.
From Mr. Johnston, a partner, I learned that the permit to keep the
store was in possession of Mr. Poole, then at Norfolk, but from papers
(invoices, permits to pass goods, etc.) signed by the military authorities

at Norfolk, I believe that they have proper authority for keeping the
same. I found about $30,000 worth of goods on the premises, and was
told by Mr. Johnston that the permit for the excess of goods over
$3,000 was also in the hands of Mr. Poole, and that it was granted by
the commanding general at Norfolk. I also learned from Mr. Johnston
that they had received and sold goods to the amount of $60,000 since
the 1st of November, 1864. Major McLaughlin, commanding the post,
states that the sales since November 21, 1864, amount at least to
$100,000. Mr. Johnston states, in evidence of his intention to deal
fairly by the Government, that he applied to the commanding general
at Norfolk that some one in authority should be appointed to regulate
the trade at Coanjock Bridge (upon which Lieutenant Dodge was
detailed for that purpose; accompanying please find a copy of his
orders); also that he does not deal in articles prohibited by the military
authorities, namely, boots, shoes (for men), beef, pork, bacon, or leather,
which, from what I can learn, are considered as contraband.
In relation to the schooner Georgia, Mr. Johnston states that it is an

entirely distinct affair, having no connection vrith the store. A portion
of the cargo belongs to parties who have no interest therein, at the
same time protesting that all requirements of the Treasury Depart-
ment have been complied with, and offers in evidence of their good
intentions a copy of a letter from Rear-Admiral David D. Porter in
relation to the shipment of goods, which copy please find accompany-
ing this report.

After having obtained this information from the parties at the bridge.
I proceeded to Roanoke Island. On my way there I captured a small
boat containing a rebel soldier, also a lot of beef, fish, and 1 box
addressed to Caleb G. Overton, North Carolina Volunteers. After
having turned over the above-mentioned soldier to the provost-marshal
at Roanoke Island, I proceeded to Elizabeth City, N. C, as I had been
informed that a schooner loaded with goods had left the canal for that
place. On my arrival there, I found the schooner Emma D., whose
cargo had been disposed of by the owner of it, a Mr. Cobb. The papers



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 419

of the vessel and cargo were all right, the proper clearance and permits
being in the possession of Mr. Cobb, from whom I obtaiiied them. I
found at Elizabeth City a store kept by William H. Clark, said by him
to be a branch of the store at Coanjock Bridge. What authority they
have for establishing it I can not say, but from papers shown me by
Mr. Clark I think the military authorities at Norfolk recognize their
right to do it. The store contained goods to the amount of about $5,000
worth. I learned from the citizens at Elizabeth City, as well as from
Major McLaughlin at Coanjock Bridge, that there was a very large
supply store located at South Mills, Camden County, which was prob-
ably doing twice as much business as all the others in this part of the
country ; also that a number of small stores had been reopened through
the lower counties.
From the information that I received, I am led to believe there were

not near as large amounts of goods brought into the six lower counties
in the most prosperous times as there are at present, while, in conse-
quence of poverty and diminution of population, the demand should be
much less than before the war. It is acknowledged by all, and even
admitted by the dealers themselves, that the greatest portion of the
goods find their way into the country under the control of the rebels,

the largest part of the goods going across the different ferries on the
Chowan. There is a considerable trade springing up between Tyrrell
County and Elizabeth City, also to Coanjock Bridge. Major McLaugh-
lin informed me that three boats left that place for Little Alligator
Eiver on the 3d of the present month, carrying considerable amounts
of goods across, and I was informed that large quantities of goods are
taken from Elizabeth City to the same place. In many places this

trade is irregular, and boats employed in it are liable to seizure. From
Elizabeth City I returned to this place, and have the honor to present
this report.

V ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. H. Foster,

Acting Master, Commanding.

Commander W. H. Macomb, U. S. Navy,
Commanding District of Sounds of North Carolina,

Report of Commander Nichols, U. S. Navy, regarding measures takenfor
supplying coal,

TJ. S. S. Mendota,
Hampton Roads, January 10, 1865.

Admibal: Tour orders of the 3d, 5th, and 6th instant, to send coal

to Beaufort, have been received. Not having time to write by the

Aries, I requested Fleet Captain Breese to inform you of what I had
done and was doing in the matter. The schooners Burrows C, Eliza

Neal, and William H. Dennis are on their way with upward of 800

tons, and I have two schooners loading at the yard about 500 tons

more. 1 shall charter or seize as many as I can that are suitable, and
dispatch them as rapidly as possible. At present there is a scarcity of

seaworthy vessels, and the few that are fit are unwilling to go, render-

ing it necessary to seize them. When your first order was received,

6th or 7th, there were but three schooners with coal for the Navy here

(the three above named). To one of them, the Burrows C, I furnished

a man, and she started without any fuss. The Miza Neal protested on

account of bad sails. 1 sent two ofmy ofBcers and sailmaker's mate to
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survey, and they pronounced the sails good. I assumed the marine
risk on the vessel, gave her a man, and got her off after some trouble.

The William H. Dennis had no captain or crew; only an inexperienced
lad as mate and one man. I placed Acting Ensign [W. B.] Barnes, of

this vessel, in charge, with these men. On applying to the quarter-

master for coal, he informed me that he had but two cargoes afloat, and
]iad ordered both to Beaufort. I have ordered a barge to be loaded to

send up James Eiver, and have requested Captain Parker to send down
a seagoing vessel, if he has one in the river. I shall hurry coal along
as fast as I can procure suitable vessels. The Chief of Bureau tele-

graphs to me that large supplies of coal have been ordered from Phila-

delphia, but, as the navigation of the Delaware is uncertain at this

season, I shall continue my efforts to dispatch coal from this place. I

would respectfully suggest that in chartering vessels in future prefer-

ence should be given to those vessels that are in proper condition to
extend their voyage, and whose captains make no objections to doing
so, and who remain by their vessels ready for service.

One of the vessels that I am now having loaded at the yard was jjar-

f ially discharged, and her captain is absent. If he does not return in
time I shall have to put an officer in charge. Two vessels that have
just discharged coal for the Navy can not take a freight for Beaufort,
because their sails are not fit for the voyage. I have satisfied myself
of this by a personal examination. These cases that I have mentioned
I shall report to the Bureau and to Commodore Adams. These coal
captains know that there is a large supply of coal here, and it would
seem as though they felt certain of a long lay or demurrage, and as
the run from Philadelphia is a short one, by watching a favorable chance
they are sure of making it safely and make enough out of the demur-
rage to get a new suit of sails, or worry through the winter at anchor,
and the old sails are good enough for the next summer.
The Ghicopee arrived this morning from the sounds and has gone to

the yard for repairs. The tubes in our boilers are beginning to be
troublesome by giving out, and we are plugging the defective ones as
fast as they show themselves. Owing to the settling of the vessel
amidships, the framing of the engine-room hatch bears hard against the
eccentrics and we have had to cut away three times, and I am a&aid
will have to cut still more. She is contract bnUt and weak,
"Wishing you every success, admiral, in all your undertakings,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Ed. T. Nichols,

Commander and Senior Officer, Hampton Eoads.
Bear-Admiral D. D. Poetee,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Order of Rear-Admiral Forter, V. 8. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieuten-
ant Bevms, U. 8. Navy, commanding TJ. 8. 8. Tristram Shandy.

Beaufoet, N. C, January 10, 1865.
SiE

:
Proceed off New Inlet with the Tristram Shandy and report to

the senior naval officer there for blockade duty.
EespectfuUy,

David D. Poetee,
Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Devens,
Commanding TJ. 8. 8. Tristram Shandy.
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Order of the Seeretafy of the Navy to Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy,
regarding vessels to he omittedfrom the semimonthly list.

Navt Department, January 10, 1865.
Sir: Hereafter in preparing your semimonthly list of vessels, those

that have been sent to Northern yards for extensive repairs will not be
included, as there is no certainty of their being returned to the squad-
ron. The following, therefore, should be omitted: Augusta, Calypso,
Mercedita, Orand Oulf Dacotah, and Mphon. The following on your
last list have been assigned to other stations or commands: Banshee,
Morse, State of Georgia, St. Lawrence, Tallapoosa, and Saco.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy,

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, off Wilmington, N. C.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Bolando, U. S.
Navy, regarding certain vessels of the squadron.

Beaufort, N. 0., January 10, 1865.

Sir : I have ordered the Monticello, Gettysburg, Cherokee, Lilian, and
Tristram Shandy to New Inlet.

On their arrival you will repair to this anchorage with the Keystone
State for coal and supplies.

Tow the Emma up with you and direct the Mowqudh to return here
before her coal is entirely out.

Respectfully,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Commander H. Rolando,
Commanding Keystone State.

Beport of Commander Macomb, U. S. Navy, transmitting copy-ofa report
regarding infringements of trade regulations and capture of the schooner
Triumph.

T7. S. S. Shamrock,
Dist. Sounds ofN. C, off Plymouth, N. C, January 10, 1865.

Admiral: I have the honor to enclose a copy of the report of Lieu-

tenant-Commander English of a visit made by the Wyalusing up the
Perquimans River to Hertford, which goes still further to expose the
abuse practiced of the regulations for trade from Norfolk in this section.

It will give you an idea how readily the rebel army is supplied from
that place.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. Macomb,

Commander, Commanding District of Sounds of North Carolina.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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[Enclosure.]

T7. S. S. Wyalitsing,
Off Plymouth, N. G., January 9, 1865,

SiB: In obedience to your order of the 5th ultimo, I proceeded to the

Perquimans Eiver and town of Hertford, whero 1 had an Interview

with such of the municipal authorities as I could find. It seems that

since the breaking out of the rebellion there have been no town elec-

tions held in that place. In consequence ofnot finding any responsible

person to communicate your order to, I had circalated and posted in

the town and on either bank of the river several circulars, a copy of

which I enclose. On my return I captured at the mouth of the Per-
quimans Eiver the schooner Triumph, loaded with an assorted cargo.

Among the items was a large quantity of salt, which on some parts of
the blockaded coast is contraband of war, and vessels found with it on
board are condemned by the courts. She cleared from Norfolk. I have
brought her hereto await the decision of the higherauth orities. I found
the people, with few exceptions, entirely hostile to the Government.
They admit that large quantities of goods of all kinds are passing
through from Norfolk, most of which find their way in to the rebel army,
and that Norfolk has been of more benefit to their (the rebel) cause
since we occupied it than while it was in their hands. All are very
comfortably clad, and none seemed to be in want. They have killed a
large number of hogs, having had an abundance of salt to pack it with,
which they state comes from Norfolk. They trade the surplus pork to
the rebel agents for cotton (so I am informed), pound for pound, which
must certainly be very profitable to some one. I should hardly consider
it necessary to have a vessel stationed there permanently, as the trade
is carried on principally inland.

Yery respectfully.

Earl English,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding U. 8. 8. Wyalusing.

Commander W. H. Maoomb,
Commanding District Sounds, North Carolina.

[Subenclosore.]

U. S. S. Wyaltising,
Off Hertford, N. C, January 6, 1865.

To the inhabitants of the town of Hertford and vicinity:

Should any hostile acts be performed in the Perquimans Eiver, or the
sound near its mouth, by which any D. S. Government vessel or prop-
erty is injured or destroyed, or anything done by which the free naviga-
tion of the river is disturbed, the citizens and property holders will be
held accountable to the value of the property thus destroyed or injured.
The above notification is by order of Commander W. H. Macomb,

commanding U. S. naval forces. District of Sounds, North Carolina.
Bael English,

Lieutenant- Commander.

Capture of the steamer Philadelphia, January 10, 1865.

Beport of Commander Hacomb, TJ. S. Navy, commanding District of the Sounds.

U. S. S. Shameook,
District of the Sounds of North Carolina,

Plymouth, January 13, 1865.
Admiral: I have the honor to report that on the 10th instant the

U. S. S. Valley City captured the steamer Philadelphia, which steamer
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had eluded the fleet while they were up the Boanoke and slipped up
the Chowan Kiver, where she had sold out her cargo of supplies, valued
at several thousand dollars, and whence she was returning when cap-
tured. She has passes and certificates in accordance with the Depart-
ment's General Order No. 42, but has violated that order by having as
part of her cargo boots, shoes, and supplies of all kinds, all of which
are, in my opinion, contraband of war. I respectfully request your
orders as to her disposal, and also of the cotton which she has on board.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. Macomb,

Commanding District Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Poeteb,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

statement of Kader Winelow, a citizeii of Chowan County, "S. C.

U. S. S. Valley City,

Off Camp Winfield, Chowan County, N. C, January 12, 1865.

This is to certify that I, Kader Winslow, a citizen of Chowan County,
in the State of North Carolina, having been duly sworn, do hereby
testify as follows : That on or about thelth day of January, A. D. 1865,
while at Murfrees Station, Va., on the Weldon and Franklin Bailroad,
I was there told by Mr. Jacob Leno, a resident of Murfrees Station and
a citizen of Southhampton County, in the State of Virginia, that the
steamer Philadelphia was at that time about 2 miles below Nottoway
Bridge, ou the Nottoway Eiver, trading groceries, shirtings, pantaloon-
ings, etc., for cotton. A portion of the said groceries, shirtings, panta-
loonings, etc., I saw in the hands of the said Jacob Leno, who stated
that he had received them from the said steamer.
And I do hereby solemnly swear (or afQrm) that to the best of my

knowledge and belief the said steamer Philadelphia was at that time
in the Nottoway Biver, in the State of Virginia. So help me God.

Kat>eb (his X mark) Winslow.
Witness

:

J. W. Sajtos,
Acting Assistant Paymaster, U. S. Navy.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 12th day of January, A. D.
1865.

John A. J. Bbooks,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Witnesses:
John M. Batten,

Acting Assistant Surgeon.

Milton Webstee,
Acting Ensign.

The above affidavit proves that the Philadelphia went into the State

of Virginia and out of the Chowan Biver, for which river only her per-

mit was granted.
M.
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Beport of Acting Master Biooka, IT. 8. ITavy, commanding V. S. S. Valley City.

U. S. S, Valley City,
Plymouth, N. C, January 11, 1865.

SiE : In accordance with your orders, I cruised ap the Chowan River,

watching for the steamer Fhiladelphia, which was known to have gone
up that river into the enemy's country,
I proceeded as far as Winton, a point beyond which it is deemed

imprudent to go, and where the enemy has a picket station, but saw
nothing of her. I afterwards learned that she had gone to Franklin, on
the Blackwater Eiver, and was exchanging medicines, salt, boots, and
shoes for cotton, having taken on board at Winton a number of the
enemy's pickets to pass her beyond that point.

At 12 m. yesterday, while laying off Pool's Landing, saw a steamer
coming down the river, and immediately made after her, she proving to
be the Philadelphia, with 257 bales of cotton and 150 pounds of tobacco,
manufactured at Petersburg, Va. Sent an officer and prize crew on
board and took her in tow.
At the time of discovery she had no colors up, but set them when she

found we were making for her.

The enemy had evidently been expecting this steamer, and I am told
had sent an agent to Edenton to ascertain when she was coming.
The following is a list of those on board

:

George W. Lane, captain; Thomas Upton, passenger; Logan Hurst,
supercargo; George Mowry, engineer; Andrew Houston, fireman;
Elijah Knox, pilot; James F. Webber, deck hand; Margaret Sullivan,
stewardess.

I herewith enclose papers, etc.

There are also $700 in greenbacks on board.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John A. J, Brooks,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Commander Wm. H. Macomb,
Commanding District Sounds.

Older of Eear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Havy, to Commander Macomb, TT. S. Havy, to send the
prize steamer to New York.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Cape Fear River, January 23, 1865.

Sir: Your letter of the 13th instant, reporting capture of steamer
Philadelphia, has been received.
You will send the Philadelphia, with a prize crew on board, and all

the evidence against her, to New York.
Hereafter you will seize every vessel afloat that has contraband of

war in her, or that attempts to trade outside of our lines.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
,, 1 TXT TT TIT

BearAdmiral.
Commander W. H. Macomb,

Commanding District of the Sounds.







NOKTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 425

Older of Beai-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Commander Hacomb, U. S. Navy, regarding
the captain of the prize steamer.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U, 8, Flagship Malvern, Oape Fear liiver, January 23, 1865.

Sib: Yon will endeavor to catch the man Lane, and also get all the
information you can in regard to the contraband trade which has been
going on in your district.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Poeteb,

Bear-Admiral.
Oommander W. H. Macomb,

Commanding District of the Sounds of North Carolina.

Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Rear-Admiral DahU
gren, U. 8. Navy, requesting the delivery of charts and letter to General
Sherman, V. 8. Army.

Off New Inlet, North Carolina, January 13, 1865.

Admiral: I send the Britannia down with charts and letter for

General Sherman. As it is important that General Sherman should
receive these, will you be kind enough to see that they are delivered to

him and order the Britannia to return to me?
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Bear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren,
Comdg, South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Porf Royal.

Second attack and capture of Fort Fisher, January 13-15, 1865.

General order of Bear-Admiral Porter, V. 8. Navy, regarding plan of attack.

General Orders, ) North Atlantic Squadron,
No. 78. )

Flagship Malvern, January 2, 1865.

The order of attack for the next bombardment of Fort Fisher will be
as follows

:

The New Ironsides, Commodore Radford, will lead in and anchor with

the center of the northeast face of the fort bearing W. by S. J S., the

monitors following. The ironclads will anchor in succession, as follows:

The Dictator will anchor close to and but a length ahead and outside

of the New Ironsides. The Mahopac, Canonicus, and Saugus will auchor

in line close together, between the New Ironsides and the beach, and
the Monadnock will select a position in the same line, so that she will

have room to swing and bring both turrets to bear.

When these vessels are fairly engaged, signal will be made to the

Brooklyn to go in and engage the enemy, taking her position at anchor

close under the stern of the New Ironsides, with her broadside bearing

on Fort Fisher. The Brooklyn will be followed in by the Mohican,

Tacony, Kansas, Unadilla, Huron, Maumee, Pawtuxet, Seneca, Pontoosuc,

Nyack, Yantic, and Nereus, in the order in which they are marked on

the chart. The line, when anchored, should be with the Brooklyn

bearing about S. by E. This will be line of battle No. 1.
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Line of battle No. 2 will take position when the leading vessel of line

No. 1 is anchored, with the Minnesota leading, Colorado next, Wabash,

Susquehanna, Powhatan, Juniata, Shenandoah, Ticonderoga, After the

Minnesota anchors in her old place (or closer), where her guns will clear

the New Ironsides, the Colorado will pass her and anchor, both ships

fring slowly to get their range as they go in. When the Colorado is

anchored and firing with effect all the vessels of line No. 2 will anchor

in position exactly as they did on a previous occasion.

The Vand^rUU will then anchor a little outside of and between the

Colorado and Wabash, Mackinaw between Smquehanna and Wabash, and
Tuscarora between Juniata and Powhatan.
When line No. 2 has anchored, line No. 3 will take position, the Santi-

ago de Cuba leading, which vessel will anchor with the center of the

southeast face of Fort Fisher N.W. J N,, or just ahead of the Ticonder-

oga. The -Fori Jackson will then pass the Santiago de Cuba and anchor

as close as she can get; the Osceola will pass the Fort Jackson and
anchor, and so on with Sassacus, Chippewa, B. B. Cuyler, Maratanza,
Rhode Island, Monticello, Alabama, Montgomery, Keystone State, Quaker
City, ending with the Iosco.

When signal is made to form line of battle, all the vessels of lines Nos.

1, 2, and 3 will fall in line in the order mentioned, the Brooklyn leading
line No. 1, Minnesota line No. 2, and the Santiago de Cuba line No. 3.

When any vessel is missing the vessels behind must close up. All the
vessels can, with safety, get in closer than they did the last time. For
this they must depend on the lead and past experience.

All firing against earthworks when the shell burst in the air is thrown
away. The object is to lodge the shell in the parapets, and tear away
the traverses under which the bombproofs are located. A shell now and
then exploding over a gun en barbette may have good eflect, but there is

nothing like lodging the shell before it explodes. The red lines on the
chart indicate the object each vessel is to fire at as near as we can make
out the works.

In case it is determined to land the troops before engaging the forts,

signal will be made. Each vessel will have her boats in readiness to dis-

embark the troops as rapidly as possible. When the signal is made they
will run in and anchor close to the shore, covering the landing with their
guns. The paddle steamers will not use their paddle boats (but only
their davit boats) unless ordered to do so. All these things will be
regulated by signal. All the precautions observed in General Order
No. 75 will be observed on this occasion.

Fire deliberately. Fill the vessels up with every shell they can carry,
and fire to dismount the guns and knock away the traverses. The angle
near the ships has heavy casemates; knock it away. Concentrate fire
always on one point. With the guns disabled the fort will soon be ours.
No vessel will retire from line unless in a sinking condition, nor with-

out permission.

So many accidents have happened with the 100-pounder rifles that I
recommend, if they be used at all, the charges be reduced to 7 pounds,
and as the time fuzes burst after leaving the gun, fire them with a patch
on, or fire percussion shell.

When the troops are ready for the assault signal will be made to
"Change the direction of the fire" by hoisting general signal 2211 and
blowing the steam whistle, which whistle every vessel will repeat, and
officers will be stationed at the hatches to pass the word. When the
signal 2211 is made, all the vessels will stop firing at Fort Fisher and
concentrate their fire on the batteries to the left or above it, the
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Tacony, Katisas, Unadilla, Huron, Maumee, Pawtuxet, Seneca, Pontoosuc,
Nyack, Yantic, and Nereus giving their gans great elevation and firing
over to reach the river, to disturb any rebel troops that may be resting
thjre. To avoid accidents by firing over our troops by these last-
mentioned vessels, the patches will not be taken off the shells until the
assaulting column is in the works.

If the troops are driven back the firing will be directed on Fort Fisher
again, when the signal is made, and this plan will be followed from
time to time as assaults are made and repulsed.
There is one thing to which I beg leave to call attention. When the

range is once obtained, the ofiBcer of division should note in a book the
distance marked on the sight, so that he will not forget it. When
the smoke becomes thick and objects dim, a reference to the notes and
an examination to see if the sight is properly set will assist very much
ill insuring accuracy of fire.

David D. Pobxee,
Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Special older of Bear-Admiial Porter, V. 8. Kav7, to concentrate the fire upon the enemy's
gmu.

Special Orders, » North Atlantic Squadron,
No. 8. ) Flagship Malvern, January 3, 1865.

A. great many shells were thrown away firing at the flagstaff. These
are generally placed at a point to entice us to fire at them, and no harm
is done by this kind of firing. Oommanders are directed to strictly

enjoin upon their officers and men never to fire at the flag or pole, but
to pick out the guns; the stray shells will knock the flagstaff down.
Commanders are directed particularly not to show their plans or gen-
eral orders in relation to this expedition to anyone.

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

General order of Bear-Admiral Porter, IT. S. Kavy, regarding the preparation of landing
partiea.

General Orders, ) North Atlantic Squadron,
No. 81. ) Flagship Malvern, January 4, 1865.

Before going into action, the commander of each vessel will detail as
many of his men as he can spare from the guns as a landing party.

That we may have a share in the assault when it takes place, the
boats will be kept ready, lowered near the water on the off side of the
vessels. The sailors will be armed with cutlasses, well sharpened, and
with revolvers. When the signal is made to man the boats, the men
will get in, but not show themselves. When signal is made to assault,

the boats will pull around the stern of the monitors and land right

abreast of them, and board the fort on the run in a seaman-like way.
The marines will form in the rear and cover the sailors. While the

soldiers are going over the parapets in firont, the sailors will take the
sea fa«e of Fort Fisher.

We can land 2,000 men from the fleet and not feel it. Two thousand
active men from the fleet will carry the day.

Two boat keepers will be kept in each boat.

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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General order of Eear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, regarding signaling.

General Orders, ) North Atlantic Squadron,
C Flagship Maltern,

No. 82. )
Beaufort, liT. 0., January 5, 1865.

The diatinguishing flags of the different lines of battle will be as

follows:
,

, .„ , „
When signalizing to line No. 1, one black ball over the comet wiii oe

hoisted. .,, ,

When signalizing to line No. 2, two black balls over the cornet will oe

hoisted.
,

. .„

When signalizing to line No. 3, three black balls over the cornet win

be hoisted. j v, 4.u

The vessels leading these lines will repeat the signals made by tne

flagship. ^ ^
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

General order of Eear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Wavy, regarding the movement of vesseU to the

scene of action.

General Orders, ) North Atlantic Squadron,
V Flagship Malvern,

No. 84. )
Beaufort, N. C, January 6, 1865.

When ready to start, the Santiago de Cuba will tow the Oanonicus;

the Fort Jackson the Mahopac; the Alabama the Saugus, and the Rhode

Island the Dictator, if she comes. The Mohican will go ahead of the

Monadnock and take care of her; the Vanderbilt will tow or keep com-

pany with the Dictator, and the Pontoosuc will go ahead of the Monad-

nock to guide her, as her compass does not work. When the vessels

arrive at the scene of action, they will drop into their respective lines.

David D. Porter.
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Special order of Bear-Admiral Porter, IT. 8. Navy, regarding the landing of troops and stores

for the army.

Special Orders, ) North Atlantic Squadron,
No. 10. ) Flagship Malvern, January 9, 1865.

The following vessels will form a separate line, under command of
Lieutenant-Commander Upshur, for the purpose of landing the pro-
visions and stores for the army, viz, A. D, Vance, Fort Donelson, Aries,
Emma, Lilian, Tristram Shandy, Britannia, and the Wilderness. Q^he
Nansemond, Moccasin, and Little Ada will act as messengers, as before.

It is proposed now that the troops shall be landed before any attack
is made on the fort by all the vessels. The Brooklyn will lead in with
the vessels attached to her line and anchor in a position to cover the
landing and drive away the rebels, if any are there. The landing will
probably be made at the same place as before.

Line No. 2 will anchor where their guns can reach (somewhere in
about 5 fathoms water and not less), and where they can fire clear of
the first line.

Line No. 3 will keep underway a short distance outside the other
lines, ready to act as circumstances may require.
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The transports will anchor in Hub outside of line No. 1, and be ready
to deliver their troops as fast as the boats come alongside. All the
vessels will lower their boats as quick as they anchor and send them to
the transports, line Ho. 3 doing the same.
When the troops are all landed, the boats will be hoisted up on the

port side, and those belonging to the starboard side will be secured
alongside for towing, so that they can be manned at a moment's notice
when tlie assault comes off.

If practicable, the New Ironsides and the monitors will be ordered on
to bombard the fort and dismount the guns while the troops are get-

ting on shore. This will be done when the signal is made to the New
Ironsides to attack, the monitors following her.

While the vessels are firing, the commanders will keep an intelligent

ofQcer at the maintopmast head, to regulate the firing and tell the effect

of the shot. The commanders of smaller vessels wSl have a like look-

out kept at the maintopmast head. The of&cers aloft will note all

information that may be valuable, as they can see what is going on in

the river inside.

Daved D. Pobtbb,
Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Order of Beai^Admiral Porter, IT. S. Tlavy, to Captain Olisson, V. S. Kayy, commanding V. 8. S.

Santiago de Caba, regarding the fire from that vessel.

January 11, 1865.

Sib : I see by the chart that the fire from your vessel is directed upon
Fort Fisher.
Instead of that, you will fire upon the same batteries as the Ticon-

deroga and Shenandoah.
Respectfully, David D. Poeteb,

Rear-Admiral.
Captain O. S. Glisson,

Commanding Santiago de Cuba.

TjniJing orders of Bear-Admiral Porter, XT. S. Kavy.

Flagship Malvern,
OffNew Inlet, North Carolina, January 15, 1865.

The landing party will land out of gunshot of the fort, and as fast as

the boats get rid of their loads they will be shoved off and the boat

keepers will pull off" and hang to the stem of the Nansemond, which

vessel will be anchored off the landing.

When the men are landed they will be formed and kept together, the

marines forming by themselves.

Lieutenant S. W. Preston will have charge of the men with shovels.

He will advance as near the fort as he safely can, without running the

risk of a single man, and commence throwing up rifle pits rapidly.

He will first advance with a thin line of sappers, and as soon as he

can get a ditch deep enough for shelter the marines will go in, in thin

squads, and occupy them.
As the sand is thrown up high enough to conceal a person, other sap-

pers will come in behind and dig it deeper. There will be required a

3J-foot ditch, and about the same height of earth thrown out.
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The object is to get as close to the fort as possible and with perfect

safety, so that the men will have shelter to go to in case of the enemy
firing grape and canister.

The ofiScers leading the men must make them keep under command,
not showing themselves until the signal is made and the army moves
to the assault. No move is to be mad« forward until the army charges,

when the navy is to assault the sea or southeast face of the work, going
over with cutlasses drawn and revolvers in hand.
The marines will follow after, and when they gain the edge of the

parapet they will lie flat and pick off the enemy in the works.

The sailors will charge at once on the fieldpieces in the fort and kill

the gunners. The mouths of the bombproofs must be secured at once,

and no quarter given if the enemy fire from them after we enter the
fort. Any man who straggles or disobeys orders is to be sent to the
rear under a guard. The men must keep their flags rolled up until

they are on top of the parapets and inside the fort, when they will

hoist them.
Eemember, the sailors when they start to board are to go with a rash,

and get up as fast as they can. Officers are directed not to leave their
companies under any circumstances, and every company is to be kept
together.

If, when our men get into the fort, the enemy commences firing on
Fort Fisher from the Mound, every three men will seize a prisoner,
pitch him over the walls, and get behind the fort for protection, or into
the bombproofs.
The fleet captain will take charge of the landing party, and all the

commands will report to him.
He represents me on this occasion, and all his orders will be promptly

obeyed.
. David D. Poeteb,

Bear-Admiral.

Order of Bear-Admiial Foiter, IT. S. Harj, to Captain Glismn, V. 8. Navy, to asnime ehargs of
the laniiiiig of army artillery.

Off New Inlet, January 14, 1865.

Dear Captain: I want you to take especial charge of landing the
army artillery, which must go on shore as soon as possible. I know
you will do this quicker than anyone else. Take all the force in your
division. I have sent for the Powhatan^s wheelhouse boat, with landing
skids; she will report to you. . The guns must be got on shore at once,
or we will lose our chance.
Do not wait for the Powhatan^s boat, but go ahead with the landing

with best boats you can get; lash two together and put a platform over
them, if you can not do any better.
See that the boats have good kedges to keep them from going on the

beach.
Very respectftilly,.your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Oaptain O. S. Glisson,
Commanding U. S. 8. Santiago de Cuba.
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General order of Uajor-Oeneral Terry, V. S. Army, regarding the order of advance for the
transporta.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Expeditionary Force,
No. 3.

j Flagship McGlellan, January 10, 1865.

I. On sailing from this point, the transports will follow the naval
vessels in the following order:

McGlellan, Atlantic, Varuna, Tonawanda, De Molay, Thames, Cham-
pion, Commodore Du Pont, Montauk, Idaho, Euterpe, R.Livingstone,
Prometheus, General Lyon, California, Weybossett, North Point, Russia,
Blaclcstone.

The distance between the ships will be as small as is consistent with
safety. Due notice will be given of the time of sailing. In case of the
dispersion of the fleet, the vessels will proceed to a point from 4 to 5
miles above New Inlet, North Carolina.

II. When the troops are to be disembarked Admiral Porter intends
to place a division of his fleet close to and parallel with the beach to
cover the landing; of this division the Brooklyn will be the leading
(southernmost) vessel.
As soon as this division has taken up its position and anchored, the

transports, except the North Point and Blackstone, will move in and
anchor in a line parallel with, and 200 yards outside of it, the Atlantic
opposite the Brooklyn, the other vessels following the Atlantic in the
order prescribed for sailing from here; the North Point and the Black-
stone will lie on the right of the second line of naval vessels and await
orders.
Should any vessel be missing, the next in order will close up and

occupy her position.
The troops will be landed in the navy boats and in the surfboats

placed on the transports ; these last-named boats must have their hoist-
ing tackle ready hooked on as the shore is approached and must be got
into the water as soon as the anchors are dropped; details of sailors

will be sent from the navy to man them.
Probably the steam tug Uliza Hancox will be sent to the Atlantic

to receive the troops on board of her and take them close to the shore
before they are put into the boats; the Hancox, however, must not be
waited for.

III. The men will land in heavy marching order with three days'
cooked rations and forty rounds of ammunition. The utmost expedition
must be used in landing, and as soon as they are on shore the regiments
will be formed ready to move. Commanding officers are cautioned to

get their men in hand as rapidly as possible and under no pretense to

permit straggling from the ranks.
By command of Brevet Major-General Terry:

Adrian Terry,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Message from Major-Oeneral Terry, IT. S. Army, to Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, requesting

that naval vessels protect his line.

Have moved all my men down to this point and here intend to take
position across the peninsula [between Cape Fear Eiver and the Atlan-

tic Ocean], and I have left one brigade to guard the steamers where
we landed. I should like some of your vessels to cover this brigade

and some to cover the line which I will take up.
A. H. Terry,

Major-General.

Admiral Porter.
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Letter from Eear-Admiral Porter, IT. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-General Grant, V. S. Army,

regarding the landing of the army force under Major-General Terry, V. S. Army.

Flagship Malvern,
Off Fort Fisher, January 14, 1865.

Dear General : The forces under General Terry were landed yes-

terday without accident or opposition, and their supplies followed imme-

diately. To-day I hope to finish landing the guns, which will be all

left to do. General Terry is throwing up a breastwork across the neck

of land from Battery Anderson to the river. (Battery Anderson is

called by us Flag Pond battery.) I find General Terry most agreeable

and efficient, but I think from the way he is going to work that he

would like to have more men. This, however, is a mere matter of

opinion of mine, which you may take for what it is worth. General

Terry has said nothing about wanting more men, and, I judge, is one

of those who would not ask for reinforcements unless it should be abso-

lutely necessary. Yesterday afternoon, after landing the troops, I went
with a portion of the fleet to attack the fort. Our fire completely

silenced them as usual. The ironclads fired nearly all day yesterday

and the fort bears many scars, but I can not tell how much harm was
done. We suffered no loss whatever.

Most truly, yours,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.
Lieutenant-General TJ. S. Grant,

Commanding Armies of the United States.

I think small-arms ammunition is wanted, as some was wet in land-

ing; provisions also. We can not average more than two days a week
in which anything can be landed safely.

Beport of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the first day's bombardment

Flagship Malvern,
OffFort Fisher, N. C, January 14, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that operations have been
renewed against the forts at the entrance of Cape Fear Eiver.

Since the first attack on that place, and the subsequent withdrawal
of the troops, I have been employed in filling the ships with ammuni-
tion and coal. The difiSculties we have had to encounter no one can
conceive. All our work had to be done with the larger vessels anchored
on the coast exposed (you may almost say at sea) to the violent gales
that blow here almost incessantly. On these gales the enemy depend
to break up our operations. We will see. We have gone through
about the worst of it, have held on through gales heavy enough to drive
anything to sea, and we have sustained no damage whatever.
After the troops arrived the weather set in bad and the gale was very

heavy. As soon as it was over I got underway on the 13th instant, and
forming the vessels in three lines, with the transports in company, I
steamed for Fort Fisher.

On the morning of the 13th the fleet took its station in three lines,
close to the bea«h, and the boats were sent at once to take off the
troops. These were landed, with about twelve days' provisions, at about
2 o'clock p. m.
This time I pursued a different plan in attacking the rebel works.

I sent in the New Ironsides, Commodore Eadford, leading the monitors
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Satigus, Canonicals, Monadnocle, and Mahopac. At 7 : 30 a. in. the forts
opened on tliem as they approached, but they quietly took up their old
positioB, within 1,000 yards of Fort Fisher, and when ready they opened
their batteries. In this way I tempted the enemy to engage the moni-
tors that wo might see what guns he had, and seeing where they were
be able to dismount them by our lire.

Quite a spirited engagement went on between the forts and the Iron-
sides and monitors. It was soon apparent that the iron vessels had the
best of it; traverses began to disappear and the southern angle of Fort
Fisher commenced to look very dilapidated.
The guns were silenced, one after the other, and only one heavy gun

in the southern angle kept up its Are.
The fire of this gun was not at all accurate, as it inflicted no damage

on the iron vessels. They were hit, though, several times.
By way of letting the enemy know that we had some shell left on

board the wooden ships, and did not intend to take any unfair advan-
tage of him by using the iron vessels alone, I ordered line No. 1 (on the
plan), lead by Captain Alden, of the Broolclyn, and line No. 2, lead by
Commodore Thatcher, of the Colorado, to go in and attack the batteries.

This was done in the handsomest manner ; not a mistake was committed
except firing too rapidly and making too much smoke.
The heavy fire of the large vessels shut up the enemy's guns at once,

and after firing till after dark the wooden vessels dropped out to their

anchorage. The Ironsides and monitors maintained their positions

throagh the night, firing a shell now and then. They are now lying
within 1,000 yards of the fort and one of the monitors within 700 yards,
and the fort does not fire a gun at them, thinking no doubt, that it is a
waste of powder.
The firing from the fleet will commence as soon as we get breakfast,

and be kept up as long as the Ordnance Department provides us with
shells and guns.
There is a perfect understanding between General Terry and myself.

I believe everything has been done to suit him. I have heard no com-
plaints, and know that we have felt every disposition to help the Army
along.
A detailed report of our operations here will be sent in when we get

through. I see no reason to doubt our success. The forts will be used
up soon. We have a respectable force landed on a strip of land, which
our naval guns completely command, and a place of defense which
would enable us to hold on against a very large army.

I will report to you by every opportunity.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Kear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Telegram.)

Off Fort Fisher, January 15, 1865.

(Received 11:30 a. m., January 17.)

Sib : Fort Fisher is ours. 1 send a bearer of dispatches with a brief

account of the aflair. General Terry is entitled to the highest praise

and the gratitude of his country for the manner in which he has con-

ducted his part of the operations. He is my beau ideal of a soldier and

N w R—VOL 11 28
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a general. Our cooperation has been most cordial. The result is vic-

tory, -which will always be ours when the Army and Navy go hand in

hand. The Navy loss in the assault was heavy. The Army loss is also

heavy.
D. D. POBTEE,

Bear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Beport of Bear-Admiral Porter, V. B. Kavy.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, off Fort Fisher, January 15, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that we have possession of Fort
Fisher, and the fall of the surrounding works will soon follow. As I

informed you in my last we had commenced operations with the iron

vessels, which bombarded while we landed the troops. On the 14th I

ordered all the vessels carrying Xl-inch guns to bombard, with the Iron-
sides, the BrooMyn taking the lead; by sunset the fort was reduced to

a pulp ; every gun was silenced by being injured or covered up with
earth so that they would not work.
On the 15th General Terry and myself arranged for an assault, and I

ordered 1 ,400 sailors and marines to participate. At daylight the iron

vessels, BrooMyn, and Xl-inch gunboats commenced battering the
work, while the troops made a lodgment within 150 yards of the fort.

At 10 o'clock all the vessels steamed in and took their stations, opening
a heavy Are, which was kept up until 3 p. m., when the signal was made
to assault, the soldiers taking the land side and the sailors the sea face,

the ships changing (but not stopping) their fire to other works. The
rebels met us with a courage worthy of a better cause and fought des-

perately. About 30 of the sailors and oflBcers succeeded in getting
to the top of the parapet amidst a murderous Are of grape, canister,
and musketry; they had planted the flag there, but were swept away
in a moment. Others tried to get up the steep "pan coupee." The
marines could have cleared the parapets by keeping up a steady fire,

but they failed to do so and the sailors were repulsed.
Many gallant fellows fell trying to emulate their brothers in arms

who were fighting to obtain an entrance on the northeast angle as it
appears on our charts.
The enemy mistook the seamen's attack for the main body of troops

and opposed a most vigorous resistance there, but I witnessed it all
and think the marines could have made the assault successful. In the
meantime our gallant soldiers had gained a foothold on the northeast
[northwest] corner of the fort, fighting like lions, and contesting every
inch of ground. The Ironsides and monitors kept throwing their shells
into the traverses not occupied by our men but occupied by the rebels.
In this way our troops fought from traverse to traverse irom 3 o'clock

in the afternoon until 10 at night. When the joyful tidings were sig-
naled to the fleet we stopped our fire and gave them three of the
heartiest cheers I ever heard.

It has been the most terrific struggle I ever saw, and very much hard
labor. The troops have covered themselves with glory, and General
Terry is my bean ideal of a soldier and a general.
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Our vooperation has been most harmonious, and I think the general
will do the Navy the credit to say that this time, at least, we " sub-
stantially injured the fort as a defensive work."
General Terry had only a few more troops than we had on the last

occasion when the enemy had only 150 men in the works. This time
the works were fully manned and contained about 800 men at the time
of the assault.

It is a matter of great regret to me to see my gallant officers and
men so cut up, but I was unwilling to let the troops undertake the
capture of the works without the Navy's sharing with them the peril

all were anxious to undergo, and we should have had the honor of
meeting our brothers in arms in the works had the sailors been
properly supported. We have lost about 200 in killed and wounded,
and amongst them some gallant ofQcers.

I regret to announce the death of Lieutenant S. W. Preston and
Lieutenant B. H. Porter. They were captured together in the attack
on Fort Sumter and died together in endeavoring to pull down the Hag
that has so long flaunted in our faces.

Lieutenant R. H. Lamson was severely wounded. He was lately

associated with Lieutenant Preston in his perilous adventure of the
powder boat.

Lieutenant George M. Bache and a number of others were wounded;
the former not dangerously.
The assault only took place a few hours ago, and I am unable to

inform you of our casualties. They are quite severe from the assault,

but we had no casualties from the enemy's cannon.
Knowing the impatience of the Department to receive news from

Fort Fisher, I have written these few hurried lines.

No one can conceive what the Army and Navy have gone through to
achieve this victory—which should have been ours on Christmas Day
without the loss of a dozen men.
This has been a day of terrific struggle, and not surpassed by any

events of the war.
We are all worn out nearly, and you must excuse this brief and

unsatisfactory account. I will write fully by the Santiago de Cuba,
which goes north to-morrow to carry the wounded.
Besides the men in Fort Fisher there were about 600 in the upper forts,

and a relief of about 1,500 men brought down by steamers this morn-
ing. So far, I believe we have only captured the garrison of Fort
Fisher.

1 don't suppose there ever was a work subjected to such a terrific

bombardment, or where the appearance of a fort was more altered.

There is not a spot of earth about the fort that has not been torn up
by our shells. I don't know yet the number of killed and wounded by
our fire, but one XV-inch shell alone pierced a bombproof, killing 16
iind wounding severely 25.

1 presume we are in possession of all the forts, as Fort Fisher com-
mands them all. It is so late now that I can learn nothing more until

morning.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral,

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.
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Eeport of Eear-Admiral Porter, XT. S. Navy, regarding the capture of all the works on Federal

Foint.

North Atlantic Squadron,
TJ. 8. Flagship Malvern, off Fort Fisher, January 16, 1865.

Sir: I wrote you yesterday. We have all the forts. The army has

captured 1,800 men and a large number of ofBcers, including General
Whiting and Colonel Lamb.
The gunboats are now in the river and Wilmington is hermetically

sealed against blockade runners. The rebels have destroyed the works
on Smith's Island, and if they don't destroy Fort Caswell it is no use
to them ; we will get that after a little while. You must not expect
too much of us at one time—these works are tremendous. I was in

Fort Malakoff'a few days after it surrendered to the French and Eng-
lish; the combined armies of the two nations were many months cap-

turing that stronghold, and it won't compare either in size or strength
to Fort Fisher. The fort contains 75 guns, and many of them heavy
ones.

I have not yet learned what our casualties are in killed and wounded,
but I think 300 will cover them all.

We had a bad explosion in the fort this morning which killed and
wounded a number of men, about 100. Some of our seamen were blown
up, and Acting Assistant Paymaster R. H. Gillette, of the Oettysburg,
was killed. I don't know how many of the troops were killed.

I will send a detailed report as soon as I can get off the wounded
aud arrange matters generally.
The world never saw such fighting as our soldiers did.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Detailed report of Sear-Admiral Porter, TT. 8. Navy, transmitting lists of casualties.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, off Fort Fisher, January 17, 1865.

Sir : I had the honor to make you a short report on the 15th, stating
to you that Fort Fisher had been captured by the military and naval
forces now here. I beg leave to submit now a detailed report of the
operations, having received all, or nearly all, the information required
to make out a complete report.
As soon as Major-General Terry arrived at Beaufort, N. C, which he

did on the 8th December [January], we arranged together a plan of
operations which has proved successful.
The weather was threatening, and I advised the general to get his

transports inside the harbor to avoid the violence of the coming gale:
most of them, however, laid outside.
The gale blew very heavy for two days and nights. The ships of war

all held on and rode out at their anchors, except the Colorado, which
vessel was obliged to go to sea, having only one anchor left, with which
alone she could not possibly have ridden out the gale, the sea being
very heavy from the S. W. and breaking clear over the vessels. Know-
ing that the transports had arrived, the commanders all made strenuous
efforts to keep their vessels at anchor off Beaufort, to be ready for the
move that was about to be made.
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Having expended almost every shot and shell in the first bombard-
ment, it became necessary to take in about 15,000 more and fill up with
coal, which was done under the most adverse circumstances, the large
vessels all lying outside in a heavy sea, and filling up as best they
could. The fleet, accompanied by the transports, steamed away on the
12th for Fort Fisher, and the wind being fair and moderate I.was in
hopes that we would be able to land the troops by 9 or 10 o'clock that
night. The wind changing to S. W., we were obliged to anchor oft' Half
Moon battery for the night.
The fleet sailed in three columns. Line No. 1, led by the Brooklyn,

Captain James Alden, consisted of the Mohican, Commander Daniel
Ammen; Tacony, Lieutenant-Commander W. T. Truxtun; Kansas,
Lieutenant-Commander P. G. Watmough; Yantic, Lieutenant-Com-
mander T. C. Harris; Unadilla, Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Eamsay;
Huron, Lieutenant-Commander T. O. Selfridge; Maumee, Lieutenant-
Commander Balph Chandler; Pequot, Lieutenant-Commander D. L.

Braine; Fatotuxet, Commander J. H. Spotts; 8e7ieca, Lieutenant-Com-
mander M. Sicard; Pontoosuc, Lieutenant-Commander W. G. Temple;
Kerens, Commander J . C. Howell.
Line No. 2, Minnesota, Commodore Joseph Lanman, leading, consisted

of the Colorado, Commodore H. K. Thatcher; Wabash, Captain M.
ISmith; /SwsgMe/taMna, Commodore S.W.Godon; PoifAa<a»i, Commodore
J. F. Schenck; Juniata, Lieutenant-Commander T. S. Phelps; Shenan-
doah, Captain D. B. Kidgley; Ticonderoga, Captain Charles Steedman;
Vanderbilt, Captain C. W. Pickering; Mackinaw, Commander J. C.
Beaumont; Tuscarora, Commander J. M. Frailey.
Line No. 3, Santiago de Cuba, Captain O. S. Glisson, leading, consisted

of the Fort Jackson, Captain B. F. Sands; Osceola, Commander J. M. B.
Clitz; Sassacus, Lieutenant-Commander J, L. Davis; Chippewa, Lieu-

tenant-Commander E. E. Potter; M. B. Cuyler, Commander C. H. B.
Caldwell; Maratanza, Lieutenant-Commander George W. Young;
Rhode Island, Commander S. D. Trenchard; Monticello, Lieutenant
W. B. Cushing; Alabama, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant A. E. Lang-
thorne; Montgomery, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. C. Dunn; Iosco,

Commander John Guest.
The reserve division, under Lieutenant Commander J. H. Upshur, in

the A. I). Vance, consisted of the Britannia^ Acting Volunteer Lieu-

tenant W. B. Sheldon; Tristram Shandy, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant
F, M. Green; Lilian, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. A. Harris; Fort
Donelson, Acting Master G. W. Frost; Wilderness, Acting Master H.
Arey; Aries, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant F. S. Wells; Gov. Bucking-
ham., Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. MacDiarmid; the Nansemond
(Acting Master J. H. Porter), Little Ada (Acting Master S. P. Crafts),

Folus (Acting Master E. S. Keyser), and Bepublic (Acting Ensign J. W.
Bennett) being used as dispatch vessels.

Great enthusiasm was displayed in the fleet when it was ascertained

that troops had come to renew the attack on Fort Fisher, for great was
the disappointment on account of the late failure.

Some of the vessels that accompanied the last expedition were badly
damaged in various ways. The Sassacus had both rudders disabled,

but her energetic commander, Lieutenant-Commander J. L. Davis, wiis

ready in time. The Mackinaw, Commander J. C. Beaumont, had one of

her boilers knocked to pieces, but her commander would go on one
boiler.

The Osceola, Commander J. M. B. Clitz, in the same condition, one
boiler smashed up with shot and a hole near the bottom, was ready lor
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anything, and 1 heard no complaints from ahyone. With such a dis-

position on the part of the ofScers, I anticipated the most favorable

At daylight on the 13th instant line No. 1 took position within 600

yards of the beach to land the troops, lines No. 2 and 3 anchoring close

to and outside of them, and the reserves taking charge of the provision

At 8 : 30 a. m. signal was made to the fleet to send boats to transports

to land troops. At 2 p. m. we had landed 8,000 men with 12 days' pro-

visions and all their intrenching tools.

In the meantime the New Ironsides, Commodore William Eadford;

Saugus, Commander B. R. Oolhoun; CamowicMS, Lieutenant-Commander
George E. Belknap; Jlfa/io^joc, Liehtenaut-Commander A. W. Weaver;
and Monadnock, Commander E. G. Parrott, were ordered in to take a

nearer position, the outside vessel (the Ironsides) being 1,000 yards from

Fort Fisher, which was the principal work, and on which the iron ves-

sels were ordered to pour all their fire and endeavor to dismount all the

guns. They got into position about 8 a. m. and opened fire deliberately.

The troops having all landed without opposition, at 3 p. m. I signaled

line No. 2 to get underway and go in and attack. Line No. 1 was sig-

naled to take position in front of the batteries, and line No. 3 was to

remain and cover the landing party and get the field artillery on shore.

The different lines, having formed into line of battle, steamed toward •

Fort Fisher, the Colorado leading (the Minnesota having got a hawser
around her propeller). The vessels took their positions handsomely
(having had some practice at that place) and delivered their fire as

they fell in. The rapid fire [of the] monitors and Ironsides kept the
rebels partly away from their guns, and they inflicted no damage on the

fleet, the firing being very unsteady. Indeed, I don't see how they
could fire at all after lines Nos. 1 and 2 got fairly anchored in position;

the bombardment was very rapid and severe. This was continued
without intermission from 4 p. m. until some time after dark, when the
wooden vessels were ordered to haul out and anchor. The monitors
and Ironsides were directed to keep up the fire during the night.

The enemy had long ceased to respond to our fire and kept in his

bombproofs.
I could see that our fire had damaged some of their guna, and I deter-

mined before the army went to the assault there should be no guns
(within our reach) to arrest their progress.
Having found that the rebels could still bring some heavy gans to

bear, which annoyed us somewhat, I determined to try another plan,
and on the morning of the 14th ordered in all the small gunboats car-
rying Xl-inch guns to fire slowly and try and dismount the guns on
the face of the works where the assault was to be made. The Brooklyn
was ordered to throw in a pretty quick fire to keep the rebels from work-
ing their guns. The attack was commenced at 1 p. m. and lasted until
long after dark. One or two guns only were fired this day from the
upper batteries, inflicting no serious damage on any of the vessels,
except cutting away the mainmast of the Huron and hitting the Una-
dilla once or twice. These guns were always silenced when a rapid fire
was opened. The attack of the gunboats lasted until long after dark,
and one vessel was employed firing (an hour each) throughout the
night. On tbis evening General Terry came on board to see me and
arrange the. plan of battle for the next day. The troops had got rested
after their long confinement on ship board and sea voyage, and had
recovered from the drenching they received when landing through the
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surf. Having been long enough ou their native elemeut, they were
eager for the attack.

It was arranged between the General and myself that the ships should
all go in early and fire rapidly through the day until the time for the
assault came off. The hour named was 2 p. m. I detailed 1,600 sailors
and 400 marines to accompany the troops in the assault—the sailors to
board the sea face, while the troops assaulted the land side.
Most all of the sailors were armed with cutlasses and revolvers, while

a number had Sharps rifles or short carbines. I herewith enclose the
order of attack on the fort, and the manner of approaching it. There
was a perfect understanding between the general and myself, aud a
system of signals established (by the Army code) by which we could
converse at our pleasure, though nearly a mile apart and amidst the din
of battle.

At 9 a. m. on the 16th the squadron was signaled to attack in three
lines, or assume position marked on the plan herewith enclosed.

All the vessels reached position at about 11 a. m., aud each opened
fire as they got their anchors down.
The same guns in the upper batteries opened again this day with

some effect, as you will see by reference to the reports of different
commanders, but no vessel was injured sufiiciently to interfere in the
least with her efficiency. The fire was kept up furiously all day. The
Mound Hill battery kept up rather a galling fire with its two heavy
guns, but the rebels were driven away from their works into their bomb-
proofs, so that no vessel was in the least disabled.
At 2 o'clock I expected the signal for the vessels to "change the

direction of their fire," so that the troops might assault. The sailors
and marines had worked, by digging ditches or rifle pits, to within 200
yards of the fort, and were all ready. The troops, however, did not get
into position until later, and at 3 o'clock the signal came. The vessels
changed their fire to the upper batteries, all the steam whistles were
blown, and the troops and sailors dashed ahead, nobly vying with each
other to reach the top of the parapet. We had evidently (we thought)
injured all the large guns so that they could not be flred to annoy any-
one. The sailors took to the assault by the flank along the beach,
while the troops rushed in at the left through the palisades, that had
been knocked away by the fire of our guns.
All the arrangements on the part of the sailors had been well carried

out; they had succeeded in getting up to within a short distance of the
fort and laid securely in their ditches. We had but very few killed and
wounded to this point. The marines were to have held the rifle pits
and cover the boarding party, which they failed to do. On rushing
throngh the palisades, which extended from the fort to the sea, the head
of the column received a murderous fire ofgrape and canister, which did
not, however, check the officers and sailors who were leading; the par-
apets now swarmed with rebels, who poured in a destructive fire of
musketry. At this moment, had the marines performed their duty,
every one of the rebels on the parapets would have been killed.

I witnessed the whole affair; saw how recklessly the rebels exposed
themselves, and what an advantage they gave our sharpshooters, whose
guns were scarcely fired, or flred with no precision, ifotwithstanding
the hot fire, officers and sailors in the lead rushed on, and some even
reached the parapet—a large number having reached the ditch.

The advapce was swept from the parapet like chaff, and, notwith-
standing all the efforts madeby commanders of companies to stop them,
the men in the rear, seeing the slaughterin front and that they were not
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covered by the marines, commenced to retreat, and, as there is no stop-

ping a sailor if he fails on such an occasion on the first rush, I saw the

whole thing had to be given up. In the meantime the troops were

more successful on their side. The rebels, seeing so large a body of men
coming at them on the sea side, were under the impression it was the

main attack, and concentrated the largest part of their forces at that

point, and when they gave three rebel cheers, thinking they had gained

the day, they received a volley of musketry in their backs from our gal-

lant soldiers who had been successful in gaining the highest parapet.

Then commenced such a system of fighting as has never been beaten.

Our soldiers had gained two traverses, while I directed the Ironsides

to fire on the traverses occupied by the rebels. Four, five, and six trav-

erses were carried by our troops in the space of an hour. These
traverses are immense bombproofs, about CO feet long, 50 feet wide, and
20 feet high—17 of them in all—being on the northeast face. Be-

tween each traverse or bombproof are one or two heavy guns. The
fighting lasted until 10 o'clock at night, the Ironsides and monitors firing

through the traverses in advance of our troops, and the level strip of

land called Federal Point being enfiladed by the ships to prevent rein-

forcements reaching the rebels.

General Terry himself went into the fort, and I kept up constant
communication with him, until three hearty cheers, which were taken
up by the fieet, announced the capture of Fort Fisher. Findingthat the
general felt anxious about the enemy receiving reinforcements, I directed
the sailors and marines to relieve the troops in the outer line of our
defenses, and a large number of soldiers were thus enabled to join our
forces in the fort.

It will not be amiss for me to remark here that I never saw anything
like the fearless gallantry and endurance displayed by our troops; they
fought like lions, and knew no such word as fail: They finally fought
and chased the rebels from traverse to traverse until they reached Bat-
tery Lamb, or the Mound—a face of work extending about 1,400 yards
in length. At this point the rebels broke and fled to the end of Fed-
eral Point. Our troops followed them up, and they surrendered at
discretion.

Thus ended one of the most remarkable battles on record, and one
which will do more damage to the rebel cause than any that has taken
place this war. Two thousand three hundred rebels manned Fort
Fisher; 1,900 were taken prisoners; the rest were killed or wounded.
I may have stated some inaccuracies with regard to these military mat-
ters, which I will leave to General Terry to supply.

I have since visited Fort Fisher and the adjoining works, and find
their strength greatly beyond what I had conceived ; an engineer might
be excusable in saying they could not be captured except by regular
siege. I wonder even now how it was done.
The work, as I said before, is really stronger than the Malakofi Tower,

which defied so long the combined power of France and England, and
yet it is captui ed by a handful of men under the fire of the guns of the
fleet, and in seven hours after the attack commenced in earnest.

I can not say too much in praise of the conduct of this fleet during
the time we have been engaged in these operations. I do not know an
oflBcer in command who has not performed his duty to the best of his
ability. There may be some who have done better than others, but,
after all, that may be a mere matter of opinion, oi- a matter of prejudice
or partiality;" all did their best, and we can ask no more. To make
invidious distinctions in a report of this kind would be causing matter
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for dispute, and I shall content myself with saying that the Government
may well be proud of those whom it has intrusted here with the com-
mand of the vessels.

I leave each commander to tell what his subordinates have done, and
refer the Department to the reports of divisional commanders for an
account of what they saw and did. I will, however, make a special
report of what I consider due to those who have been engaged in this
contest and have persistently fought for the Union.

I refer you to Lieutenant Commander K. R. Breese, who led the
assault. The result was not what I expected when I planned the attack,
but it would have succeeded without severe loss ]»ad the marines per-
formed their duty. As it is, we have lost heavily, and the country has
lost Kome gallant officers who fell on the enemy's ramparts.
The success is so great that we should not complain. Men, it seems,

must die that this Union may live, and the Constitution under which
we have gained our prosperity mast be maintained. We regret our
companions in arms and shed a tear over their remains, but if these
rebels should succeed we would have nothing but regret left us and our
lives would be spent in terror and sorrow.
As soon as the forts were taken I pushed the light-draft gunboats

into the river; that is, as soon as I could find and buoy out a channel
and take up the torpedoes, which were very thick. We found the wires
leading to many, and underrun them with boats. We found the tor-

pedoes too heavy to lift with our ordinary boats, and they must have
contained at least a ton of powder. The rebels seemed disposed to pay
us back for the famous torpedo Louisiana, which exploded in their
harbor and did them no harm.
We had some difiSculty in getting the vessels across the bar and into

the river, as the channel is very narrow and the bar very shoal. A few
of them got stuck, but were got off again with the tide. We all came
to the conclusion that we had followed the right plan to capture Fort
Fisher, one in which the nautical man of any sense will concur. After
I got three of the gunboats inside the bar and under the Mound, the
rebels prepared to evacuate Fort Caswell. Two steamers near the fort

(which I think were the Tallahassee and Ghickamauga) were set fire to
and blown up after the rebels had set fire to the fort. Tliat blew up last

night with a heavy explosion, followed by some minor ones. The bar-

racks were apparently in flames all night and some little works between
this and Caswell blown up. I have sent vessels to see what has been
done, and shall be governed accordingly. 1 think they are burning up
everything in Wilmington, and are getting away as fast as they can.

In the meantime a large force of gunboats occupies the river between
Caswell and Wilmington. That place is hermetically sealed against
blockade runners, and no Alabamas or Floridas, Ghickamaugas or Talla-

hassees will ever fit out again from this port, and our merchant vessels

will soon, I hope, be enabled to pursue in safety their avocation.

I send you a list of killed and wounded; we have lost more than I at
first estimated.
We expended in the bombardment about 50.000 shells and have as

much more on hand.*

*An examination of reports and logs shows that in the first attack on Fort Fisher
by the Federal fleet there were expended 20,271 projectiles, weighing 1,275,299
pounds. In the second attack there were expended 19,682 projei'tilos; weight,
1,652,638 pounds. It is estimated that the above statement iqcludes between 90 and
95 per cent of the projectiles actually expended.

—

Coupilbrs.
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I feel much iudebted to the Bureau of Ordnance for so promptly

supplying us with ammunition and guns. I regret that someone

stopped our supply of coal (which should have been doubly increased),

for it came very near defeating this expedition. Had we not been sup-

plied by the Army, this expedition would have been a failure.

We shall move along carefully, have no vessels blown up with tor-

pedoes if I can help it, and I think we will be in Wilmington before long.

You may rest satisfied, sir, that the gate through which the rebels

obtained their supplies is closed forever, and we can sit here quietly

and watch the traitors starve.

I enclose you a number of reports (dry, though necessary details)

with which I will not overload my report (already too long) on such an

interesting occasion.
The number of guns captured in these works amount to 75, inany oi

them superb rifled pieces of very heavy caliber. All those facing the

ships were dismounted or injured so they could not be used, or the

muzzles were filled up with sand or dirt, which rendered them useless.

I only saw two that were not rendered useless.

I believe we have burst all the rifled guns left in the fleet (one on the

Susquehanna, one on the Pequot, and one on the Osceola) and I think

the reputation of these guns is now about ruined.

I shall take occasion in another dispatch to call your attention to

those officers whom I consider worthy of the most praise and the appro-

bation and notice of the Department.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Pokter,
Bear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0.

[Enolosnres.]

Xi8< ofofficera HUed and wounded during the attack upon Fort Fisher.

KILLED IN THE ASSATTLT.

Lient. S. W. PreBtou .

Lieut. B. H.Porter...
Flag-Uentenant.
Commanding Plag-

fihip Malyem.

Asst.Surg.Wm.Longaliaw
Act Ensign P.obt. Wiley.

Cr. S. S. Minnesota.
V. S. S. Montgomery.

KILLED BT EXPLOSION OP MAGAZINE IN PORT PISHEB JAITUART 10.

Act. AbsIi. Paymaster
H.6iUette.

K. U.S.S. Gettysburg. Act. Ensign A. S. Lalgh-
ton.

tr. S. S. Gettysburg.

WOUNDED IN THE ASSAULT.

Lieut. -Commander W. N.
Allen.

Lient. G. M. Bacbe
Lieut. B. H. Lamson

Aot.Vol . Lient. F. P. Banry

,

Ensign K. D. Evans
EnaigTi Ira Harris
Act. Ensign L. R. Cbester.

.

Act. Ensign James Birt-
Tristle.

U.S.8.Tnscarora.

tr. S. S. Powbatan.
Commanding TT. S. S.

Gettysburg.
U. S. S. Colorado.
TJ.S.S. Powhatan.

Do.
V. S. S. Pontoosno.
XT. S.S. Minnesota.

Act.En8ignF.A.O'Connor
Act. Ensign G. W. Coffin .

.

Act. Ensign U. Wood

Act. Master A. J, Lonch .

.

Act M. Mate E. K. Greene
Act. M. Mate J. M. Simms
Act. M. Mate A. F.
Aldrich.

n. S. S. Minnesota.
U. S. S. GettyHbarg.
V. a. S. Tristram
Shandy.

TJ. S. S. Mackinaw.
Do.

tr. S. S. Minnesota.
XT, S. S. Tascarora.

Total officers killed and wounded 21
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Number of killed, wounded, and missing in the attack upon Fort Fisher.

Flagship Malvern

:

Killed in the assault 3
Wonnded in the assault 1

4
U.S.8.Saugn8:

Wounded by bursting of cun ._ 1
U.8.S.Pontoo8uc:

Wounded in the assault 7
U. S. S. Kansas

:

Wounded in the assault 1
U. S. S.Tacony:

Killed in the assault 2
Wounded in the assault 9
Wounded in action 3

14
U. S. S. Cr.nonicus

:

Wounded inaction 3
U.S.S. Colorado:

Killed in the assault 2
Killed in action 1
Wonnded in the assault 12
Wounded in action 2
Missing 8

25
U.S.S.Nereus:

Killed in the assault 3
Wonnded in the assault 3

6
U.S.8.Pequot:

Killed in the assault 2
Killed by bursting of gun 1
Wounded in the assault 3
Wounded by bursting of gun 2

8
U.S. S.Gettysburg:

KiUed in the assault 2
Killed by explosion of magazine in Fort Fisher January 16 1
Wonnded in the assault 6

12
U. S. S. Ticonderoga

:

Killed in the assault 1
Wounded in the assault 6

7
U. S. S. Iosco

:

Killed in the assault 2
Wounded in the assault 12

14
U. S. S. Shenandoah

:

Wounded in the assanlt 6
Missing 5

11
U. S. S. Tuscarora

:

Killed in the assault 3
Wounded in the assault 12

15
U. 8. S. Rhode Island

:

Wounded in the assault 8
Missing 2

10
U.S.S. Huron:

Wounded in the assault 5
U. S. 8. Montgomery:

KiUed in the assault 2
Wonnded in the assault 4

6

U. 8. 8. Monticello:
Killed in the assault 4
Wonnded in the assanlt 4

8
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U. S. S. Wabash (incomplete)

:

Wounded in the assault 12
U. S. 8. Tristram Shandy:

Wounded in the assault 2
Missing 1

3
U. S. S. Sasqnehanna:

Killed in the assault 3
Wounded in the assault 11

Wounded by bursting of gun 4

U. S. S. Juniata:
Killed in the assault 5
Wounded in the assault 10

15
U. S. S. Santiago de Cuba

:

Killed in the assault 1

Wounded in the assault 7
Wounded in action 2

10
U. S. S. Port Jackson

:

Killed in the assault 1
Wounded in the assault 10

11
U.S. S. Yantio:

Killed in the assault 2
Wounded in the assault 1

3
U. S. S. Powhatan

:

Killed in the assanlt s
Wounded in the assault 19
Missing 8

30
U. S. S. Minnesota

:

Killed in the assault 10
Killed by explosion of magazine in Fort Fisher January 16 3
Wounded in the assault 23

U. S. S. Mackinaw:
Wounded in the assanlt 2

U.S. S.Mohican:
Wounded in the assault 12

Total killed, wounded, and missing 309
Note.—An examination of reports and logs shows tlio following casualties in

United States naval forces engaged in the second attack on and capture of Fort
Fisher: Officers: Killed, 6; wounded, 26. Enlisted men: Killed, 82; wounded. 245-
missing, 34. Grand total killed, wounded, and missing, 393. This includes of themarines 2 officers wounded; and of the men 7 killed, 47 wounded, and 5 missinff—
Compilers. ' "^^oiug.

Special report of Bear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Havy, in commendation of Major-General Terry
V. S. Army. "

„, ^ . „ North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, off Smithville, N. 0., January 20, 1865.

Sib: I have been so much pleased with General Terry and the man-
ner m which he has conducted his part of the operations here that Ideem it worthy of a special disjjatch to express what I feel
General Terry is no doubt well known to his associates 'in the fieldwho have served with him, and to the lieutenant-general who selected

hiin for this service but the American people should know and feel thevery great service he has rendered them by his most admirable assanlton these tremendous works. Young, brave, and uLsumLg he bearshis success with the modesty of [a] true soldier, and is willing ?oHvecredit to those who shared with him the perils of the assault No one
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coald form the slightest conception of these works—tlieir magnitude,
strength, and extent—who had not seen them, and General Whiting
(the founder) must have had an abiding faith in the durability of the
Confederacy when he expended so many years of labor on them.
The result of the fall of Fort Fisher was tbe fall of all the surround-

ing works in and near tliis place. Fort Caswell, a large work at the
west inlet, mounting 21) guns; all the works on Smith's Island, the
works between Caswell and Smitliville, up to battery on Reeves' Point
on the west side of the river—in all, 169 guns—falling into our hands.
Two steamers were burned or blown up, and there never was so clean
a scoop made anywhere.
A timid man would have hesitated to attack these works by assault,

no matter what assistance he may have had from other quarters, but
(general Terry never for an instant hesitated, and though I feel some-
what flattered at the confidence he reposed in my judgment, I am quite

ready to believe that he acted on his own ideas of what w.ns proper to

be done in the matter and was perfectly qualified to judge witbout the
advice of anyone.
Throughout this affair his conduct has been marked by the greatest

desire to be successful, not for the sake of personal considerations, but
for the cause in which we are all alike engaged.

I don't know that I ever met an ofBcer who so completely gained my
esteem and admiration.

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Poej ee,
Bear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Special laport of Bear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Hayy, commendatory of the conduct of Second

lieatenant Clemens, United States Signal Corps.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Malvern, off Fort Fisher, January 17, 1865.

Sir: Second Lieutenant W. W. Clemens, U. S. Signal Corps, was
detailed, at my request, for a signal officer by the chief of that corps,

to serve as signal officer on my staff. Mr. Clemens has taught the

army code to at least one of the regular officers on board each ship

that had them, which has enabled me often to communicate when naval
signals would have been of no avail.

In addition, his services have been to me of the utmost importance;

thoroughly collected and competent at all times and under any circum-

stances; gentlemanly in his deportment. Intelligent, always ready and
cheerful.

I hope you will at least send a copy of this to the honorable Secre-

tary of War, that it may be placed on file as a slight evidence of my
appreciation of him as an officer and gentleman.

Through Mr. Clemens I was in constant communication with General

Terry, even during tbe assault on Fort Fisher, and was enabled to

direct the fire of the New Ironsides to the traverses occupied by the

snemy without fear of hurting our own people, from my complete reli-

ince on him.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient .servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.
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Beport of Lieatenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Kavy, regardiag the ananlt.

Flagship Malvern,
OffFort Fisher, JST. C, January 16, 1865.

Sir: I have to report that in obedience to your order I represented

your flag in commanding the assault on Fort Fisher, and beg leave to

state as follows

:

Lieutenant 8. W. Preston had charge of a force of about 10 men
from each ship, with shovels and picks, and threw np within 600 yards
of the fort a well-protected breastwork, and from that gradually

advanced to within 200 yards a succession of rifle pits which were most
promptly occupied by a line of skirmishers, composed of marines under
Second Lieutenant L. E. Fagan, U. 8. Marine Corps. The manner in

which this work was done reflects most creditably upon Lieutenant
Preston. As the advance was made he came to me and reported his

work finished and asked that he might be employed in any way. Lieu-

tenant Preston's services were most useful to me, and in his last

moments he attempted to send me word that he had carried out my
orders.

The assaulting party was composed of about 1,600 seamen and 400
marines, divided into four lines, as follows: First line, composed of
marines, Captain L. L. Dawson, U. S. Marine Corps, commanding.
Second line, composed of the landing party of the first and fourth
divisions of the squadron, Lieutenant-Commander C. H. Cushman,
commanding. Third line, composed of the landing party of the sec-

ond division of the squadron, commanded by Lieutenant-Commander
James Parker, who most generously waived his seniority upon reading
your order that 1 should represent you on shore. Fourth line, com-
posed of the landing party of the third division of the squadron, com-
manded by Lieutenant-Commander T. O. Selfridge. The second, third,
and fourth lines were of about equal strength.

It was intended that the men should assault in line, the marines
acting as sharpshooters, and the different lines were to charge over
them, but from the difficulty I had of informing myself of the time
when the army was to assault, which was to guide our movements, that
moment found us too far oft" to move to the attack unless under cover.
When I discovered that the army was moving to attack the fort, I
ordered the men to advance by the flank along the bea«h, hoping to be
able to form them for the assault under cover of the marines, but 400
yards distance, exposed to a most galling fire of musketry, threw a
portion of the marines into the first line, and the rest of them did not
take position as they should.
The second and third lines came along and the heads of the three

lines joined and formed one compact column, which, filing up to the
sea face of Fort Fisher, assaulted to within 50 yards of the parapet,
which was lined with one dense mass of musketeers, who played sad
havoc with our men. Although exposed to a most severe fire from the
enemy, the men were rallied three times under the personal encourage-
ment and exposure of their commanding oflBcers, but failed to gain
much ground. A few oflScers and men reached the parapet. 1 do not
know their names, but they will doubtless be found in the reports of
the officers accompanying the party.
The marines having faUed to occupy their position, gave the enemv

an almost unmolested fire upon us. Men armed with Sharps rifles and
the few marines in the front, opened fire, but it was too feeble to be of
avail. Finding the rear of the men retreating, I hastened toward it to
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form tbem under cover and have them use their rifles, but they were
too far distant tbr me to reach them and I accordingly returned to a
position near the works. As I did so, the remaining men, notwith-
standing all attempts to stop them, fled, with the exception of about
60, among whom were Lieutenant-Commanders James Parker, 0. H.
Cnshman, T. O. Selfridge, and M, Sicard, and Lieutenants N. H.
Farquhar and E. H. Lamson, the latter of whom was wounded, and
several volunteer ofQcers whose names I unfortunately do not know.
The fire of the enemy was so severe that the few of our men remain-

ing had to seek such cover as they conld, and there remained until
dark when a demonstration upon the part of the rebels induced all to
make a rush, and most succeeded in escaping.
The countay will regret the death of Lieutenant S. W. Preston,

acting as my aid in carrying orders, who was killed in the front, and of
Lieutenant B. H. Porter, killed in the early assault, at the head of the
column, and of several volunteer officers, seamen, and marines, killed

during the attack.
Of Assistant Surgeon William Longshaw, special mention should be

made on account of his great bravery and attention to the wounded
under the hottest fire, until finally he fell a victim in the very act of
binding up the wounds of a marine.

I can but attribute the failure of the assault to the absence of the
marines from their position, as their fire would have enabled our
" boarders " to use their cutlasses and pistols most effectively. By this

I would imply that [there was] the lack of proper organization, it being
impossible in the short space of time, on account of throwing so many
small squads of men from the different vessels together in one mass,
lacking proper company formations and wholly unacquainted with each
other, to secure such organization. This led to the confusion exhibited,

for it was not due to any want of personal valor on the part of the

officers or men.
Although the officers and men were exposed to a severe fire from the

enemy, to them of a novel character and upon a novel element, which
would have tried veterans, yet they advanced nobly, and the survivors

must be satisfied that they contributed, in no small degree, to the

success of the army. The enemy believing, as I am informed, that the

main assault was to come from us, were much surprised upon looking

to their rear, to find the army so far advanced in their works.

The medical officers sent on shore with the landing party established

their field hospital at a work about a mile from the fort, where Assistant
Surgeon B. H. Kidder took charge of the wounded, who were conveyed
there and their wants attended to as well as circumstances would
permit.
As near as I could estimate, there were about 65 killed and 200

wounded.
Lieutenant-Commander W. B. Cushing, in the extreme front, finding

nothing could be done, left with the retreating men and succeeded

finally in rallying them, and, at the request of General Terry, occupied

the lines near his headquarters, which enabled him to withdraw men
to reinforce his force in the fort.

Being a witness to the assault of the army after our repulse, I can

not but express my admiration of the extreme gallantry of its attack.

Where one act of personal bravery was displayed on the part of the

enemy, a dozen or more were conspicuous on our part, and it was a

most imposing sight to see how splendidly our brave soldiers did their

work.
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In conclusion, I would say that I may have omitted the names of

officers who have distinguished themselves by their gallantry, yet I could

not fail to mention those above named, who came personally under my
notice, and I trust that the commanding oflftcers of the assaulting lines

will do justice to all. xT.iT
Of Lieutenant-Commander James Parker, I would say that 1 ^as a

witness to his efforts to advance hia men, to the free exposure of his

person, and although ranking me he would let no obstacle of that

nature interpose and check his endeavor to do his utmost to capture

the fort. . , ^
To your Secretary, Mr. C. P. Porter, acting as my aid, I am very

much indebted. Though frequently sent to the rear with orders, he

was mostly promptly back, and at the assault he was found at the

front.
, , X . I,

Although the assaulting party failed, I think it but due to those who
advanced, and to the memories of the slain, to claim for them through

their strong demonstration, a corresponding resistance from the enemy,

and a weakening of the rebel defense toward our army.

I have been informed by officers who conversed with prisoners, that

the enemy believed ours to be the main assault, and concentrated

against us their main force.

In saying this, I would not wish to be understood in the least to

detract from the splendid gallantry exhibited by our army, which was
worthy of the highest commendation that can be bestowed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
K. E. Breesb,

Fleet Captain.

Bear-Admiral David D. Portee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Bepoit of Bear-Admiral Farter, IT. S. Navy, tranBmitting report of Lientenant-Commander
Breese, regarding the deaths of LieutenantB Freston and Porter, XT. S. Navy.

North Atlantic Squadron,
JJ. S. FlagsMp Malvern, Cape Fear River, February 1, 1865.

Sir : I enclose a communication from my fleet captain, Lieutenant-
Commander K. R. Breese, in relation to the lamented Lieutenants Pres-
ton and Porter, who fell together before the walls of Eort Fisher and
while trying to plant the Union colors on the enemy's ramparts.
No eulogy passed on these two gallant men could do them full jus-

tice. To me they had both endeared themselves by their noble quali-
ties, and in their deaths I feel as if I had lost two members of my own
family. Their names and gallant deeds will long be remembered by
their associates in arms, and the memory of their heroic gallantry will
inspire future heroes to emulate their conduct. The officers of the
squadron propose to erect a monument at Annapolis to the memory of
the gallant dead, but their memories will live in history long after the
stone that records their deeds has crumbled into dust.

I must not omit to pay a just tribute to the memory of the noble
Assistant Surgeon William Longshaw, who was shot dead near the
enemy's works while engaged in an act of mercy, binding up the
wounds of a sailor, and of the gallant Acting Assistant Surgeon John
Blackmer, who fell and died in the same way. Nor must I omit the
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name of Acting Ensign Robert Wiley, who died fighting manfully and
endeavoring to reach the enemy's parapets.
They all died like heroes, and the nation is as much bound to mourn

their loss as those who have held higher positions.
They are all regretted deeply here, and their names will all be for-

ever associated with one of the most gallant attacks ever made on a
powerful fortress.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Pobteb,
Bear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

[Encloanre.]

North Atlantic Squadron,
TJ. 8. Flagship Malvern, off Fort Fisher, January 18, 1865.

Admiral : In my last report of the assault on Fort Fisher I have
scarcely mentioned the names and services of Lieutenant S. W. Pres-
ton, your flag-lieutenant, and Lieutenant B. H. Porter, your flag-

captain, thinking that by a little delay I might the more do justice, yet
I seem to feel that impossible in me.

Preston, after accomplishing most splendidly the work assigned him
by you, which was both dangerous and laborious, under constant fire,

came to me as my aid for orders, showing no flagging of spirit or body,
and returning from the rear, whither he had been sent, fell among the
foremost at the front, as he had lived, the thorough embodiment of a
a United States naval officer.

Porter, consjucuous by his figure and uniform as well as by his great
gallantry, claimed the right to lead the headmost column with the
Malvern^s men he had taken with him, carrying your flag, and fell at

its very head.
Two more noble spirits the world never saw, nor had the Navy ever

two more intrepid men. Young, talented, and handsome, the bravest
of the brave, pure in their lives, surely their names deserve something
more than a passing mention and are worthy to be handed down to

posterity with the greatest and best of naval heroes.

Were you not so well acquainted with their characters, I should
deem it my duty to speak of their high merits, but as chief of your
Btaft', to which they belonged, I must speak of their wonderful single-

ness of purpose to do their whole duty, always most cheerful and will-

ing, desirous of undertaking anything which might redound to the
credit of the service, giving me at all times the most ready assistance

in my duties, combining with their intelligence a ready perception as
to the best mode of accomplishing their orders, the country has lost

two such servants as could illy be spared, and your staff its brightest
ornaments.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
K. B. Breese,

Fleet- Captain, North Atlantic Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

N w R^VOL 11 29
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Unofficial letter from Lieutenant Lamsan, U. S. Nayy, to Commander Bhind, V. S. ITavy,

regarding the death of Lientenant Preston.

TJ, S. S. Gbttysbueg,
Off Fort Fisher, January 16, 1865.

Dear Captain Ehind : You will no doubt learn the good news of

our victory and the sad, sad tidings of Preston's death before tbi.s

reaches you; but as he was shot by my side 1 Jhought you would like

to know some of the particulars of the fall of one whom we all loved
and admired so much, and whom I knew was sincerely attached to you.

The storming party from the fleet was landed about 2 miles from the
fort before noon, and Mr. Preston had charge of an advanced force with
shovels to throw up some rifle pits so that we could approach as near
as possible without being exposed to the enemy's fire. About 3 p, m.
the signal was made for the assault, and Mr. Preston was near the head
of the column. We advanced along the beach near the water till we
had reached the palisades, where we turned straight for the sea face of
the fort, the army assaulting on the left flank and rear of the fort about
the same time.
The fleet now ceased firing, and in an instant the entire front of the

fort was lined with riflemen, who, secure behind the breastworks, poured
a terrible fire into us, and we received grape and canister at the same
time from the Mound and the other batteries.
The men still pressed forward, and when near the palisades Mr. Pres-

ton was struck in the left thigh or groin, the femoral artery being sev-
ered. He fell forward, and one of the men stooped to assist him and
was shot, falling on Mr. Preston. Some one pulled him off, and Mr.
Preston turned over on his back and soon expired. I had got forward
some twenty paces more, when I was knocked down by a shot through
the left arm and shoulder. I arose again and got up nearer the parapet,
when I fell from loss of blood and exhaustion.
The officers were all doing their utmost to get the men forward, but

the hopelessness of attempting to get over the palisades, ditch, and the
steep parapet was apparent, and the men fell so fast that every forma-
tion was instantly broken ; still I think we would have made a more
desperate effort if so many of the leading oflQcers had not been killed or
wounded. Our men fell back, taking many wounded with them, but
leaving the ground covered with the dead, dying, and wounded. As
soon as I could get a bandage round my arm to stop the flow of blood
I started to crawl to Preston to see if I could do anything for him, but
a wounded man near him called to me that he was dead. Poor fellow,
it made my heart sick to see him stretched out on the sand, and I
mourned him, not only as a dear friend lost, but as a loss to the service
of the most superior young ofiBcer I have ever seen in it.

In the meantime the army carried almost without resistance five
traverses on the left, for Oolonel Lamb says he thought ours the main
attack and had most all the garrison to meet us.
The fleet opened fire again over us, who were lying under the parapet,

and the army took one traverse after another till the rebels surrendered
The army officers say freely that they never could have got into the
fort had it not been for our assault on the sea face drawing the garrison
to that side. Looking down from the parapet now I do not wonder we
did not get up, especially as we had no sharpshooters to cover us to
keep the rebels from using their muskets so freely. Captain Breesecommanded the assault, and did everything a brave and good officer
could have done under the circumstances. Lieutenant-Commander
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Cnshman was wounded slightly in the leg. Lieutenant Porter, of the
Malvern, killed near Preston, shot through the left breast, and many
other officers wounded. I do not know our loss, but it can not be much
less than 200 or 250.
My wound is only through the flesh of the arm and shoulder and is

doing well.

The fort is stronger even than we thought, and nothing but the severe
bombardment and the desperate assaults could have taken it.

I am sure no one will be more rejoiced than yourself at the victory
after the desperate risk you ran to destroy it, and you are often spoken
of in connection with the fall of Fort Fisher, and many wishes are
expressed that you could have been here at the time. Mr. Preston left a
note saying he wished his remains to be interred at Annapolis, thereto
rest, and they have been sent there in charge of an ofBcer.

I have lost 2 officers and 4 men killed and have G wounded.
With high respect, I remain, very truly, yours,

B. H. Lamson.
Commander A. C. Rhind, U. S. Navy.

Beport of Lieatenant-Commander Breese, IT. S. Navy, calling attention to special acts of

gallantry.

Flagship Maltekn,
Cape Fear River, January 28, 1865.

Admiral : In my report of the assault of Fort Fisher I did not men-
tion the fact of Lieutenant-Commander Cushman being wounded, as he
made so light of the affair, and did not wish to be included amongst
those mentioned as such. Since I have learned that Lieutenant-
Commander Cushman's wound was more severe than I had even
thought, and I think it but right that I should mention that, though in

this condition and very much fatigued from his efforts of the day, being
relieved by darkness from the fire of the fort, he collected together the
men of his column and posted them in the lines occupied by us that
night, requiring a great exertion and constant movement until 2 a. m.
the following morning.

I also would wish to bring to your notice the conduct of a young lad of
the Wabash, named Myers, who three several times left a good protection
from the fire of the enemy and went to the assistance ofwounded men
and under fire carried them to the friendly shelter of his hole in the
sand, and this within a hundred yards of Fort Fisher.

I had hoped to obtain the name of a very brave and gallant officer of
the Vanderbilt who led their assaulting party, but have been unable to

do so. This officer was conspicuous for his gallantry, and most richly

deserves special mention.
I would also wish to say that Acting Lieutenant-Commander Dauels,

oiF the Vanderbilt, suffering from ill health and unable to keep up with
the assaulting party, rendered much valuable assistance in rallying the
men and in caring for the wounded.

1 regret that my personal acquaintance with the many brave officers

and men around me on that day was so slight that I could not even
recognize to what ships they belonged, except in the instances named,
and that necessarily I have failed to mention particularly some who 1

saw behaved splendidly, and have trusted to the commaading officers

of columns to name others.
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I -wish also to bear witness to the handsome manner in which Lieu-

tenantFagan, of the Marine Corps, did his duty with his sharpshooters,

and to the gallantry he exhibited in advancing his men so close to the

enemy's works.
An additional regret I feel in the loss of Flag-Lieutenant Freston,

who could so much better have done justice, that it devolves upon me
to mention how well the oflSc.ers and men behaved engaged in digging

rifle pits, and of the bravery evinced by many of them in advancing

under a perfectly exposed fire to within 300 yards of the fort and dig-

ging their pits under fire. A number were killed and wounded in the

undertaking.
. u u

Although these men had been hard at work all day and were told by

Lieutenant Preston that they were not expected to join in the assault,

I know of scarcely any who had arms that did not join it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
K. E. Bbbese,

Fleet Captain.

Eear-Admiral David D. Poetbb,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

BepoTt of BeaT-Admixal Porter, V. 8. Navy, in commendation of officoTS of his command.

North Atlantic Sqxiadeon,

U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Cape Fear Biver, January 28, 1865.

SiE: After such an engagement and success as this fleet has met
with, I think it due to the officers engaged to mention those particularly

who, in my opinion, deserve the commendation of the Department or

merit promotion.
I did not think it well to mention these matters in my late official

dispatch, as such reports seldom or never give satisfaction to offi-

cers or their friends, and give rise more often to heartburnings and
iealousies which it is desirable to avoid on an occasion like this. It is

no easy matter for a commander in chief to do full justice to all con-

cerned, but I will endeavor to do so to the best of my ability, without
partiality to any one beyond what I must naturally feel toward those
who have given me their warmest support on this occasion.

I trust I need not remind the Department that our success here has
in material and forts been greater than on any other occasion during
this war.

I trust that some promotions will grow out of this, if only to show
the officers that there is reward in store for those who do the fighting.

First and foremost on the list of commodores is Commodore H, K.
Thatcher, full of honest zeal and patriotism; his vessel was always
ready for action, and when he did go into it, his ship was handled with
admirable skill. No vessel in the squadron was so much cut up as the
Colorado, for some reason the rebels selecting her for a target. I believe
Commodore Thatcher would have fought his ship until she went to the
bottom, and went into the fight with a full determination to conquer or
die. There is no reward too great for this gallant officer; he has shown
the kind of abilitynaval leaders should possess—a love of fighting and
an invincible courage.
Commodore Joseph Lanman, commanding the Minnesota, was selected

to lead the line, his vessel being the slowest and least manageable ; con-
sequently he led into action, except on an occasion when the Colorado
took his place.
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1 was much pleased with the manner in which he handled his ship
and fired throughout the action, the whole affair on his part being con-

.
ducted with admirable judgment and coolness. I recommend him to
the consideration of the Department as one on whom they can place
the utmost reliance, place him in any position.

Commodore S. W. Godou, commanding the Susquehanna, is anunusu-
ally intelligent ofiScer, and who does not need to be told a second time
where to go in time of action. This is the second important affair in
which he has been engaged during this war, in both of which he has
acquitted himself in the most handsome manner. His ship was beau-
tifully handled, and impressed me with her good discipline and accurate
firing. To me personally he has given his warmest support, and I

should fail in my duty if I did not give him the full credit he deserved.
His conduct throughout this harassing affair has met my warmest
approbation, and I think he is one of those who merit promotion when
the Government thinks proper to reward those who have borne the
brunt of battle.

Commodore James P. Schenck and his vessel, the Powhatan, have
come up to my expectations in every respect. This ofiQcer in battle has
shown himself worthy to command so fine a ship. He performed his
duty most faithfully, and I am proud not only to have had him under
my command, but to see him reinstated in the position to which he has
done so much credit. He deserves all I can say of him, and is worthy
of promotion.
Commodore William Badford, in command of that noble ship, the

Ironsides, and also in command of the division of monitors, gained my
warmest admiration by his conduct throughout this affair. He has
shown abilities of a very high character, not only in fighting and ma-
neuvering his vessel, but in taking care of his division. Eeady at all

times for battle and eager to go into the fight alone, he performed
admirably when his guns were brought to bear on the enemy. His ves-

sel did more execution than any vessel in the fleet, and even when our
troops were on the parapet 1 had fo much confidence in the accuracy
of his fire that he was directed to fire on the traverses in advance of
our troops and clear them out. This he did most effectually, and but
for this victory might not have been ours. Having broken his rudder
in a heavy gale, he rigged up a temporary one under adverse circum-
stances, and had bis ship ready as soon as the rest. He seemed never
to tire of fighting, and for three days laid within 1,000 yards of Fort
Fisher without moving his anchor, and made the rebels feel that we
came there to stay. Under all and every circumstance Commodore
Badford has acquired an enviable reputation, and is deserving of the
greatest promotion that can be given him.
Captain James Alden, commanding the BrooTclyn, has been near me,

and at times associated with me, during this war. He had already
done enough to deserve promotion before the commencement of opera-
tions before Fort Fisher, but if the matter was at .any time doubtful,

he certainly has earned promotion now. Always leading heretofore, or
assisting with all his energies, he has been engaged in all the success-

ful attacks on forts. His aid to me on this late occasion has been very
valuable. Always intelligent and energetic, he never had to be told to
get ready; he always kept ready; he anticipated, which is a quality

very desirable in an officer, and without which he can not be expected
to be very useful. His vessel was always in the right place and at the
right time, and when his batteries opened, no frigate could do more
execution. I have spoken before of the high qualities of this officer.
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I consider him able and worthy to fill the highest rank, and I know
that the Government has no one in its Navy more full of energy, zeal,

or intelligence in his profession, I shall feel much disappointed if

Captain Alden is not ptomoted to a rank he has won more than once

during this rebellion. I am sure the Department will appreciate all I

have said of this gallant ofiBcer; his record speaks for him.

Captain Melancton Smith, in the Wabash, has performed his duty

well. He has also made a good record at the Department, and has been

actively engaged in fighting since the rebellion first broke out. His

old ship has done good sevice here, and if he had done nothing more
than assist, as he has done in the capture of this place, he deserves pro-

motion, which I hereby recommend.
I also recommend Captain Charles Steedman, commanding Ticonde-

roga, and Captain D. B. Ridgley, commanding Shenandoah; though
commanding smaller vessels than the others, and less effective in their

fire, did the best they could. This is the second important affair Cap-

tain Steedman has been in, and Captain Eidgley has been very ener-

getic during the war against blockade runners. I recommend them
both for promotion.
Lieutenant-Commander K. R. Breese, my fleet captain, has been with

me nearly all the time since the rebellion broke out. In command of a
division of a mortar fleet which opened the way to Kew Orleans, he
made his first record there. In the Mississippi with me for two years,

engaged in harassing and dangerous duty, he always acquitted himself

to my satisfaction. In charge of the mortars at the siege of Vicksburg,
he helped to hasten the surrender of that stronghold. At Fort Fisher
he led the boarders in the assault, and though we were not successful

in getting into the works in the face of equal numbers, yet that assault

gained the day, as is generally admitted on every side ; our troops
obtained a footing without much resistance, and then nobly maintained
what they had won. Lieutenant-Commander Breese did all that he
could to rally his men, and made two or three unsuccessfal attempts to
regain the parapet, but the marines having failed in their duty to sup-
port the gallant ofScers and sailors who took the lead, he had to retire

to a place of safety. He did not, however, leave the ground, but
remained under the parapet in a rifle pit using a musket until night
favored his escape. He is a clever, gallant officer, and I strongly
recommend his immediate promotion to a commander.

I also recommend the promotion of Lieutenant-Commander H. A.
Adams,jr., without whose services we should have been brought to a
standstill more than once; he volunteered for anything and everything.
The following oflicers who volunteered to lead their men in the

assault on Fort Fisher deserve particular notice. These officers volun-
teered for the service, and undertook what was considered by theEeg-
ular Army the forlorn hope of the assault. Nowhere in the annals of
war have officers and sailors undertaken so desperate a service, and
one which was deemed impossible by a former general, and an engi-
neer having a high reputation in the service. Twenty-one officers were
killed and wounded in this service, and 20 officers and 60 men were kept
for four hours under fire from the enemies' sharpshooters, not being able
to escape until night set in. The courage of these officers deserves the
highest reward. Their efforts, though unsuccessful, gained the day, as
the enemy considered this the main attack and brought superior num-
bers from a superior position to bear on it. The names of some of these
officers will be found onrecordonthefilesof the Department, amongst
which those of Lieutenant-Commander T. O. Selfridge and Lieutenant
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George M. Bache will be found most conspicuous. I recommend that
Lieutenant-Commander James Parker, Lieutenant-Commander T. O.
Selfridge, Lieutenant-Commander C. H. Cusbman, Lieutenant B. H.
Lamson, and Lieutenant George M. Bache be promoted. The three lat-

ter were severely wounded.
Though the marines did not do their duty, Captain L. L. Dawson,

Captain George Butler, and Second Lieutenants William Wallace,
•Charles P. Williams, and Louis E. Fagan were found in the front and
fought gallantly. I recommend them to the favorable notice of the
Department,
To Captain O. S. Glisson, commanding Santiago de Cuba, I am partic-

ularly indebted for his zeal in covering the troops, lauding guns, and
taking his division into action, and to Captain B. F. Sands, commanding
the Fort Jackson, for performing the different duties he was called on
to perform. I recommend them both for promotion.

I refer you to Captain Glisson's report in relation to the commanding
officers in his division. I also recommend to the Department Lieuten-
ant Commander T. S. Phelps, in command of the Juniata,
Lieutenant-Commander J. H. Upshur, in the A. J). Vance, had charge

of the reserves, and was employed night and day in landing army stores
and guns, and covering the troops from the rebels outside of our lines.

His guns did good execution, and though his duties prevented him from
participating in the attack on the forts, I can not withhold his name,
and recommend him for advancement. I recommend that Commander
E. G. Parrott, commanding the Monadnoch ; Commander E. E. Colhonn,
commanding the Saugus ; Lieutenant-Commander A. W. Weaver, com-
manding the Mahopac, and Lieutenant-Commander George E. Belknap,
be promoted. These officers have given a world-renowned name to the
monitors, and have shown what they were capable of performing when
properly placed and managed. They had the hardest part of the work,
and there is no end to their energy, bravery, and untiring zeal.

I can draw no distinction between the following officers, whom I rec-

ommend for promotion. They were under fire most all the time, and at
close quarters, and coolly performed what was required of them:
Lieutenant-Commander W. T. Truxtun, commanding the Tacony;

Lieutenant-Commander P. G. Watmough, commanding the Kansas;
Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Eamsay, commanding the JJnadilla;

Lieutenant-Commander D. L. Braine, commanding the Pequot; Lieu-
tenant-Commander Ealph Chandler, commanding the Manmee; Lieu-
tenant-Commander M. Sicard, commanding the Seneca; Commander
J. H. Spotts, commanding the Pawtuxet; Lieutenant-Commander W.
G. Temple, commanding the Pontoosuc ; Lieutenant-Commander T. C.
Harris, commanding the ram<ic; Commander J. 0. Howell, command-
ing the Nereua; Commander D. Ammen, commanding the Mohican;
Commander J. C. Beaumont, commanding the Mackinaw ; Commander
J. M. B. Clitz, commanding the Osceola ; Lieutenant-Commander J. L.

Davis, commanding the Sassacus ; Lieutenant-Commander E. E. Pot-

ter, commanding the Chippewa ; Lieutenant W. B. Cnshing, command-
ing the Monticello; Commander S. D. Trenchard, commanding the
Rhode Island; Acting Volunteer Lieutenant A. E. Langthorne, com-
manding the AZa&ama; Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. 0. Dunn, com-
manding the Montgomery.

I also recommend for promotion Acting Master S. P. Crafts, com-
manding the Little Ada; Acting Master J. H. Porter, commanding
the Nansemond; Acting Master B. S. Keyser, commanding the Eolus,

for gallant conduct throughout the action. Also Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant John MacDiarmid, commanding Governor Buckingham.
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I must refer you to the reports of different commanders for recom-
mendations of those under their command, as it would be impossible

for mo to know anything in relation to them. When it is remembered
that the surrender of the defenses of Cape Fear Eiver is one of the

most, if not the most, important events of the war, in which the largest

stronghold of the enemy was captured under adverse circumstances,

the justice of promotion will be seen. Its importance will be soon felt

in the fall of Eichmond, to which it is as necessary now as the maii>

artery is to the human system,
I trust the Department will be liberal in its promotions. This is

almost a naval affair entirely, for the idea originated in the Favy
Department, and until the reputation of the Army became in danger of
being reflected upon, we met from that branch of the service little or

no encouragement. Few promotions have taken place during this war,
and it would be gratifying to the friends of all concerned to see the
advancement of thosewho have worked so patiently for three years and
have made so handsome a denouement.

1 have heard a matter freely discussed amongst the ofl&cers, to which
I beg leave to draw the attention of the Department. A distribution
of medals to officers would be a most popular thing; this is so common
a thing amongst modern nations, and so universally accepted as a
reward for eminent services among officers and men, that I recommend
its adoption in our naval service.
Anyone who has seen the pride with which sailors wear the medals

bestowed upon them for gallant conduct can readily imagine how
grateful it would be to officers. Trifling as such a mere bauble may
be in intrinsic value, yet the history of war tells how valuable they are
as inducements to perform gallant deeds. 1 trust the Department
won't think me presuming in recommending what, no doubt, they
already intend to adopt.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Sear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, B. C.

Order of BeaT-Admiral Porter, V. B. Havy, to Acting Tolonteer Lieutenant Tarr TJ. S. Kavy,
for the transportation of dispatches to Hampton Boada.

U. S. S. Malvern,
Off Fort Fisher, January 17, 1865.

Sir: Tou will proceed to Hampton Eoads with the U. S. S. Queen
carrying a bearer of dispatches from me. Eeport the arrival of your
vessel to the Bureau of Ordnance.

Eespectfully, etc., David D. Porter,
. ^. XT , ^ -r-

Rear-Admiral.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Tarr,

Commanding JJ. 8. 8. Queen, off Fort Fisher, N. C.

[Telegram.]

Fortress Monroe, January 17, 1865.
(Received 9 : 40 a. m.)

TheAttantio is just in from Wilmington. Fort Fisher and works onFederal Point arem our possession. The assault was made by the army
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and sailors on Sunday afternoon, and by 11 p. m. tLe works were ours.

Losses heavy. Lieutenants S. W. Preston and B. H. Porter, of the
Navy, are killed. Our captures are 72 guns and about 2,500 prisoners.

General Whiting and [Colonel] Lamb(rebel8) are prisoners andwounded.
The V.anderMlt is on her way with dispatches. Two XV-inch guns were
burst on the monitors.

E. T. Nichols,
Oommander.

Hon. Gideon Welles.

[Telegram.]

Port Monroe, Va., January 17, 1865—6:30 p. m.

After three days and nights' bombardment. Fort Fisher is ours, with
all contiguous works commanding New Inlet. Assault was made by
army and naval brigade 3 o'clock Sunday afternoon. One corner of fort

was secured in half hour, but hand-to-hand fight with garrison lasted
until 9 o'clock at night—stubborn and bloody resistance. Fort and
approaches strewn with dead. Garrison had been heavily reinforced,
and number of prisoners taken over 2,000; guns captured, 72. All the
forts, including Mound and Zeek's Island battery, surrendered. Rebel
loss in assault, 500 dead, besides the wounded. Our loss, Army and
Navy, about 900. Fleet Lieutenant Preston and Lieutenant [B. H.]
Porter, commandant of flagship, both killed in assault. General Whit-
ing and [ColonelJ Lamb both prisoners and wounded. Bebel pirates
Tallahassee and Ghickamauga both in fight and driven up river. Our
gunboats went up river on Monday morning. Our prisoners will be
immediately sent north. We had seven days of delightfully calm
weather. Magazine in fort exploded by accident Monday morning, kill-

ing 200 of our men.
Santiago brings bodies Preston and Porter and naval wounded;

goes to Norfolk for repairs.

Please send dispatches to American to-night.

Chas. C. Fulton.
Hon. G. V. Pox,

Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

Beport of Bear-Adnural PoTter, V. S. Navy, regarding the flag from fort Haher.

North Atlantic Squadron,
TJ. S. Flagship Malvern, Gape Fear River, January 26, 1865.

Sir : I send by Adams Express from Fortress Monroe the rebel flag

taken from the parapet of Fort Fisher after the surrender of that
work.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, January 17, 1865.

Sir: The Department has just received your brief but highly grati-

fying dispatch announcing the fall, on the 15th instant, of Fort Fisher,
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under the combined assault of the Navy and Army, and hastens to

congratulate you and General Terry and the brave oflQcers, sailors,

and soldiers of your respective commands on your glorious success.

Accept my thanks for your good work.
Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Gomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, off Wilmington.

Letter of congiatnlation from the Secretary of War to Hajor-General Terry, U. 8. Army, and
Bear-Admiral Porter, TT. 8. Ifavy.

Steamer S. R. Spauldino,
Off Fort Fisher, January 16, 1865.

The Secretary of War has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of

the rebel flag of Fort Fisher, and in the name of the President con-

gratulates you and the gallant officers and soldiers, sailors, and marines

of your commands, and tenders you thanks for the valor and skill dis-

played in your respective parts of the great achievement in the opera-

tions against Fort Fisher and in its assault and capture. The combined
operations of the squadron and land forces of your commands deserve
and vrill receive the thanks of the nation, and will be held in admira-
tion throughout the world as a proof of the naval and military prowess
of the United States.

Edwin M. Stahton,
Secretary of War.

Major-General Terry and
Bear-Admiral Porter,

Commanding, etc.

Letter of Bear-Admiral Porter, V. 8. ITavy, acknowledging reaolntion of thanla from the Con-
gress of the United States.

North Atlantic Squadron,
TJ. S. Flagship Malvern, Gape Fear River, February 19, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a communica-
tion from his Excellency the President of the United States enclosing
a resolution of thanks to myself, officers, and crews of the vessels
engaged in the capture of Fort Fisher.

I beg leave to convey to his Excellency the President the high appre-
ciation in which his commendations are held by myself and those under
my command, and have the honor to remain,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of Navy, Washington.

General order from Bear-Admiral Porter, tl. 8. Navy, announcing resolution of thanks from
the Congress of the United States.

General Orders,
^

North Atlantic Squadron,
> U. S. Flagship Malvern,

No. 97. ) Gape Fear River, N. G., February 20, 1865.
The following letter has been received from his Excellency the Pres-

ident of the United States, enclosing a resolution passed by the Senate
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and House of Bepresentatives, expressing the appreciation felt by them
of the services rendered by this squadron in the capture of Fort Fisher:

ExECOTiVB Mansion, February 10, 1865.

Sir : It is made my agreeable duty to enclose herewith the j oint resolution approved
24th January, 1865, tendering the thanks of Congress to yourself, the officers and
men under your command, for their gallantry and good conduct in the capture of
Fort Fisher, and through you to all who participated in that brilliant and decisive
victory under your command.

Very respectfully, Abraham Lincoln.
Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Hampton Boads, Virginia.

[Enclosure.]

A resolution tendering the thanks of Congress to Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, and
to the officers, petty officers^ seamen, and marines under his command, for their
gallantry and good conduct in the recent capture of Fort Fisher.

Besolved by tJie Senate and House of Bepresentatives of the United States of America tn
Congress assembled. That the thanks of Congress are hereby presented to Rear-
Admiral David D. Porter and to the officers, petty officers, seamen, and marines
under his command for the unsurpassed gallantry and skill exhibited by them in
the attacks npon Fort Fisher, and the brilliant and decisive victory by which that
important work has been captured from the rebel forces and placed in possession
and under the authority of the United States, and for their long and faithful serv-
ices and unwavering devotion to the cause of the country, in the midst of the great-
est difficulties and dangers.

Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That the President of the United States be
requested to communicate this resolution to Admiral Porter, and through him to
the officers, seamen, and marines under his command.
[Apnroved January 24, 1865.]

This order will be read upon the quarter-deck of every vessel in this

squadron.
David D. Pouter,

Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

General order of Bear-Admiral Porter, XT. S. Kavy, annonnoing resolutions of thanks from the

legislatures and governors of the States of New Tork and Bhode Island.

General Orders,
)

North Atlantic Squadron,

\
U. S. Flagship Malvern,

No. 98. ) Gape Fear River, February 27, 1865.

The following letters and resolutions have been received, showing
the appreciation of the services rendered by this squadron for the cap-
ture of Fort Fisher.

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Statb of New York, Exbcutivk Dkpartmbnt,
Albany, February 11, 1865.

Sir : In compliance with the request of the legislature of the State I have the
honor to transmit to you a copy of a resolution of thanks passed by that body on
the 9th instant, for the skill and gallantry displayed by yourself and associates in
the bombardment and capture of Fort Fisher. At the same time I must, in my own
behalf, add my cordial endorsement of the resolution, as well as my testimony in

honor of your condnct and the invaluable service then rendered to your country by
that splendid achievement.

Bespectfolly, yours, K. E. Fbnton.

Rear-Admiral David D. Portbk, V. S. Navy.
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[Enclosure.]

Concurrent resolution of thanks to Rear-Admiral Davifl D. Porter, Major-General
Alfred H. Terry, and others.

Besolved, That the thanks of the legislature, representing the people of the State

of New York, are hereby tendered to Rear-Admiral David D. Porter and to Major-

General Alfred H. Terry, and the officers and men of their respective commands, for

the skill and gallantry displayed in the bombardment and capture of Fort Fisher,

an achievement which adds to the renown already won by both branches of the

service and administers a heavy blow to the already staggering rebellion.

Besolved, That his excellency, the governor, is hereby respectfully requested to

transmit a copy of the above resolution to each of the above officers named therein.

In Assembly, February 9, 1865.

lieaolved, That the assembly concur in the passage of the foregoing.

By order

:

.1. B. CUSHMAN,
Clerk.

State of New York,
In Senate, January US, 1866.

The following resolntiou was duly passed.

By order of the Senate

:

Jas. Tmrwilligeh,
Cleric.

State of Rhode Island, Executive Department,
Providence, February 10, 1865.

Sib: In accordance with a resolution of the State of Rhode Island, I have the
honor to transmit to you a copy of a vote of thanks passed by that body.
Permit me, sir, to avail myself of this opportunity to unite with our legislature

in tendering to you my own thanks for the brilliant victory achieved by the naval
force under your command in the reduction of Fort Fisher.

With high respect, I have the honor to remain, your most obedient servant,
James Y. Smith,

Governor of Rhode Island.
Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy.

[Enclosure.]

State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations,
Jannanj Session, A. D. 1865.

Resolution of thanks to Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy.

Resolved, That the thanks of the general assembly of the State of Rhode Island
are hereby tendered to Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, of the United States Navy,
and to the officers and men under his command, for their persistent and effectual
bombardment of the formidable defenses of Fort Fisher, commanding the entrance
to Wilmington, in North Carolina, thus closing the last port of entry to foreign
ships in aid of the waning rebellion.

Resolved, That his excellency the governor is hereby respectfully requested to
transmit a copy of the foregoing resolution to Rear-Admiral Porter.
In testimony whereof I have hereto set my hand and affixed the seal of the State,

at Providence, this 10th day of February, A. D. 1865.
[SEAL.] .John R. Bartlktt,

Secretary of State.

Letter from Bear-Admiral Porter, V. 8. Navy, to the governor of How York, acknowledging
resolntion of thanks.

Flagship Malvern,
Gape Fear River, February 19, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi-
catioa of February 11, transmitting to me the resolutions of the legisla-
ture of the State of New York, expressing their satisfaction at the
capture of Fort Fisher, etc.
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I beg leave to tender for myself and in behalf of the ofiBcers and men
under my command thanks for your and their kind appreciation of our
efforts to put down this rebellion.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,

David D. Po»teb,
Bear-Admiral.

His Excellency E. E. Fewton,
Governor State of New York.

Letter from Bear-Admiral Foiter, U. 8. Navy, to the governor of Bhode Island, acknowledging
lesolntion of thanks.

Cape FeaB Eivee, February 30, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 10th instant, enclosing a resolution of thanks from the legislature
of Ehode Island for the services rendered in the capture of Fort
Fisher.
Permit me to convey through yon my thanks and those of the offi-

cers and men under my command for this distinguished mark of appro-
bation, and to assure you that it affords us all great pleasure to be of
service to our country.

I am, sir, with respect, your obedient servant,
Davtd D. Poetek,

Rear-Admiral.
His Excellency James T. Smith,

Governor State of Bhode Island, Providence, B. I.

Beport of Commodore Badford, V, 8. ITavy, commanding ironclad division.

U. S. S. New Ibonsides,
At Anchor off Fort Fisher, January 16, 1865.

SiE : I have the honor to report that in obedience to your orders the
ironclad division steamed in and took their position under the guns of
the battery of Fort Fisher, this ship leading. Anchored at 8 : 29 a. m.
on the 13th instant. The Monadnock, Commander E. G. Parrott; Can-
onicus, Lieutenant-CommanderC E.Belknap; Saugus,(Jomma,nd.eT^,B,.
Colhoun ; and Mahopac, Lieutenant-Commander A. W. Weaver. The
battery opened on this ship as we came in. I did not reply until I
obtained my desired position, opening then deliberately to get a cor-

rect range. As the wooden vessels were engaged landing troops, etc.,

the ironclad division received the fire nearly all day alone from Fort
Fisher without receiving any very material damage, and remained in
position during the night. By orders from Admiral Porter, the iron-

clad division commenced the action at 10 : 47 a. m. on the 14th instant,

and continued firing until after dark. Some of the wooden gunboats
came up and commenced firing at 2:30 p. m.,hauling off at dark, the
ironclad division maintaining their position. On the morning of the
15th we commenced the action at 7: 16 a. m. and continued to fire dur-
ing the day, concentrating it upon the guns of the battery which were
doing the most effective work, which we invariably soon silenced or
disabled.

As the troops were advancing I observed two fieldpieces in the rear
of the fort, tiring on them, which we soon silenced with some well-

directed shells from this ship.
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When the enemy came out of their bombproofs to defend the fort

against the storming party, I used my battery with great success

against them, every shell bursting apparently in the right place. At

5:20 p.m. we ceased tiring by orders from the flagship, nearly every

gun on the fort facing us having been disabled in the tirst two days

action.
. . i_- r. .. i r

I can not close my report without speaking in the highest terms ot

the battery of this ship, and the manner in which it was served for

three consecutive days by officers and men; fighting all day and tak-

ing in ammunition daring the night, I know of nothing surpassing it

on record. I would now speak of the monitors and the handsome

manner in which thev were handled and fought during the same time,

and the different attacks on Fort Fisher have not only proved that

they could ride out heavy gales at sea, but fight their guns m moder-

ately smooth weather, which has been doubted by many intelligent

officers.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

Wm. Radfokd,
Commodore, Commanding Ironclad Division.

Bear-Admiral David D. Pobteb,
Comdg.North AtUmtio Squadron, Flagship Malvern, off Fort Fisher.

Beport of CommandeT Fairott, V. 8. Kavy, conunanding V. 8. 8. Honadnock.

U. S. Ironclad Monadnock,
Off Morris Island, South Carolina.

Admiral : I have the honor to submit the following report of the

participation of the Monadnock in the attack on Fort Fisher on the

13th, 14th, and 15th of January:
On the 13th, at 8:30 a.m., we took up our position and anchored

well inshore of the Ironsides and clear of her line of fire. Here we
remained, firing by day and a portion of the night, and taking in

ammunition at night, until the capture of the fort and its dependencies.

This permanency of position enabled us to obtain and keep a very per-

fect range. While the ironclads were alone opposed to the fort, the
rebels attempted to contend with them, and opened a fire rather severe

and obstinate, but less accurate than ours; but their guns, as they
successively showed activity, were invariably reduced to silence. We
aimed almost wholly at their guns, watching the effect of each shot,

and waiting for the smoke to clear away before firing another. As their

disabled guns generally remained in place, it was an inconvenience
daring the latter part of the fight, as the rebels did not fire often enough
to show us which were the remaining efflcieiit ones. We saw one of
them tumbled over by our fire, and I have no doubt that most of them
or tlieir carriages received disabling shots over and over again from the
ironclads. Never was a work better prepared for an assault. The
position of the ironclads was nearly on a continuation of the line of the
sea face of the fort, and their fire was chiefly directed against the land
face. At the moment of the assault we had the satisfaction to see that
the guns on this face could not be used against our advancing men.
The so-called 8ea or southeast face, where our sailors assaulted, could
not be so nearly approached in front by our vessels on account of shoals,

and consequently was stronger. We were near witnesses of the splen-
did fighting of our army. After our troops had entered the fort, our
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fire, with that of others, I suppose, was against a gun on the sea face
near the east angle, which had been reversed and which aloue of all

the guns of Fort Fisher was firing on them rapidly with grape. The
ricochet of our shell enfiladed the sea face, which swarmed with rebel

musketeers. As it grew dark the gun became silent (we afterwards
ascertained it had been disabled) and the flash of muskets along the
sea face almost ceased.
The XV-inch guns were, I feel sure, not excelled in accuracy by any

guns present, while they, of course, far exceeded them in power. The
smoke cleared rapidly from our turrets. Five shot struck our side

armor, somewhat starting the plating, and the turrets and armor of

the ventilating pipe were struck five times. There were also trifling

hits from pieces of shell. Our injuries are of little consequence. Dur-
ing our long fight and hard work the officers and men of the Monadnock
did their duty zealously and gallantly. I have to renew the commen-
dations, made in my report of the previous attack on Fort Fisher, of
Lieutenant Commander J. N. Miller and of Assistant Paymaster John
S. Woolson, who again acted as aid and signal officer. Acting Chief
Engineer J. Q. A. Ziegler, by faithfully watching for symptoms of fail-

ing of the turret and other gear, and the application of timely and rapid
repairs, enabled us to come out of the action in perfect order.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. G. Pabrott,

Commander.
Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantio Squadron.

[Endorsement.]

Respectfully forwarded. This report has just been received, Febru-
ary 20, 1865.

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Beport of CommandeT Farrott, V. 8. Navy, Tecommending QnarteTmaster Ihmn for a medal
of honor.

U. S. Ironclad Monadnock,
James River, Virginia, March 21, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to recommend to the Department, as worthy
of a medal of honor, William Dunn, a quartermaster of this vessel.

During the attacks on Fort Fisher, on the 24th and 25th December,
1864, and the 13th, 14th, and 15th of January, 1865, he was stationed at

the lead. Tbe responsibilities of his duties continued when the vessel

was at anchor, as her propellers were kept in motion to make her tur-

rets bear, and consequently the shooting away of her chain might have
caused her to ground.
His attention to duty was constant, and his cheerful coolness and

disdain of shelter attracted the notice of all on deck. His general

character is excellent.

The following is his descriptive list.

I am, respectfully,
[E. G. Parrott,

Commander.]
Hon. Gideon Welles.
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BepoTt of laeatenanM^ommander Bellmap, IT. a ITavy, commanding V. S. S. Canoniom.

U. S. S. Canonicus,

Off Fort Fisher, N. C, January 17, 1865.

Sib : I have the honor to report that daring the actions of the 13th,

14th, and 15th instant, which resulted in the capture of Fort Fisher,

this ship engaged that work at a distance of 700 yards, perhaps a little

closer on the 15th, as the smoothness of the sea enabled me to go into

shoaler water than on the preceding days, having at one time only a

foot and a half of water to spare under our keel.

On the first day of attack, the 13th, the enemy replied vigorously to

our fire until late in the afternoon, when the heavier ships coming into

line soon drove them into their bombproofs. Soon after we had taken

position it became evident that since the previous attack a reinforce-

ment of experienced artillerists had been received in the fort, as its fire

was much more accurate and spirited than before. They soon obtained

our range and struck the ship frequently, while many shots fell close

alongside. Upon one occasion two shots out of three, fired simultane-

ously, struck the side armor, abreast of the turret.

We count 36 hits this day, and everything about the deck not shot-

proof was badly cut up. " Two men were knocked down and stunned at

the guns by the impact of a X-inch shot upon the turret. The flag was
shot away twice, and gallantly replaced by Quartermaster Daniel D.
Stevens.
Not content with solid shot, the enemy fired shells occasionally, to

burst over the turret, and now and then the buUet of a sharpshooter
whistled over us.

On the second and third days the fire of the enemy was compara-
tively feeble and principally directed at the gunboats, and when the
larger ships came into action ceased altogether. An occasional musket
shot fell near us, and when the naval assaulting column was driven
back many of the bullets and grapeshot fired at our gallant fellows
passed over us, some few striking the ship. Second Assistant Engineer
John W. Saville received a severe wound in the left thigh from a grape-
shot. At this time we also received a X-inch shot on the side armor,
fired from the water battery on the right of the sea face of the fort.

Our fire was slow and deliberate, and every eftbrt was made to dis-
mount the enemy's guns, and, though almost hidden by traverses, I am
happy to say that we succeeded in dismounting two of them. Acting
Ensign M. W. Weld knocked over a 0-inch rifle on the second day, and
the executive oflScer, Lieutenant E. S. McOook, disposed of a X-inch
columbiad on the third day of the action. 1 also saw a shell from the
Monadnock dismount a gun, and a shot from the Mahopao knock the
muzzle off from another.
We expended during the three days 297 XV inch shells.
I have to thank the officers and crew for the zeal and gallant spirit

manifested throughout the fight, and for the cheerful manner in which
they worked at night, taking on board ammunition after the arduous
and exhausting work of the day.

I again desire to bring to your notice and that of the Department
the services of the executive oflficer. Lieutenant R. S. McCook, to whom
I am indebted for the efficiency and readiness which enabled me at all
times to be prompt in all movements required of the ship. Equally
fortunate in the services of Chief Engineer D. B. Macomb, I beg leave
to recommend him to your favorable consideration.
The powder division was ably commanded by Acting Master D. S.

Murphy, assisted by Acting Ensigns Seekins and Center. Acting
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Ensign M. W. Weld showed great aptitade in handling the guns under
the supervision of the executive oflBcer. Assistant Paymaster E. P.
Lisle, acting as aid, merits my thanks for the intelligent manner in

which he attended to the duties of signal officer. Acting Master and
Pilot Edward A. Decker performed his duties with his accustomed
coolness and discretion.

I enclose the executive officer's report of damages received. I have
already forwarded the surgeon's report of casualties. I beg leave to

congratulate you, admiral, upon the brilliant victory which has crowned
your efforts at this point, and which is the more gratifying, as it proves
conclusively that on a former memorable occasion the possession of the
fort "would have been found an easier conquest than was supposed"
had the attempt been made to occupy it.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
George E. Belknap,

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, off Fort Fisher, N. C.

Report of Lieutenant KcCook, M. S. Kayy, legarding damages sustained by the XT. S. S.

Canonicus.

U. S. S. Canonious,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, January 16, 1865.

Sib : I have the honor to report the following damages sustained by
this vessel during the bombardment of Fort Fisher on the 13th, 14th,
and 15th instant:
Three shots on turret, doing no material damage. One shot on base

ring of turret, knocking out four through bolts and loosening three
others.

One shot on side armor forward, cutting through all thicknesses of
armor and penetrating the overhang to a depth of » inches. Five shots
on side armor abreast of turret; one of these cut through all plates of
armor, penetrated the overhang to the depth of a foot, and ripped up a
deck plate for half its length. Four of these shots struck close
together, and have started the side armor nearly an inch from the over-
hang for a distance of 6 feet, besides breaking and spreading the plates
and starting a number of the bolts. One other shot on side armor
abreast of smokestack.
Three shots on deck plating, doing no damage.
Seven shots through upper part of smokestack, and four on the

armor. In addition, the stack was badly cut up by pieces of broken
shot and fragments of shell. Three smokestack guys shot away.
A large hole knocked in turret rifle guard by piece of side armor.
Compass shot away.
One shot through ventilating pipe and a hole knocked in it by piece

of shot. One guy shot away.
One boat davit and two strong backs shot away.
The gig and third cutter shot to pieces; the second cutter has a large

shot tl:^ough her, but may be repaired.

The forward and after flagstalts shot away.
Yery respectfully, E. 8. MoOooK,

Lieutenant and Executive Officer.

Lieutenant-Commander George E. Belknap,
Commanding TJ. 8. 8. Canonicus.

N w R—VOL 11 30



466 NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

Bepoit of Aasistant Soigeon Beanmont, V, 8. Navy, regarding casnalties on the \J. S. 8.

Canonicus.

U. S. S. Canonicus,
Off Wilmington, N. 0., January 16, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to report the following casnalties which
occurred on board this vessel during the three days' engagement with
the rebel batteries at New Inlet, near Wilmington, N. C.
Bobert Ludbig, seaman, contused wound of chest, caused by a frag-

ment of shell which passed through the sight hole into the turret.

Thomas Thompson, seaman, contusion of left foot, caused by recoil

of a gun.
J. W. Saville, second assistant engineer, contusion with slight lacer-

ation of both thighs, caused by the passing of a grapeshot between the
limbs.

The wounded are doing well and will require no other treatment than
can readily be practiced on board ship.

Very respectfully, etc.,

HoBATio K". Beaumont,
Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Navy.

Lieutenant-Commander G. E. Belkwap, U. S. Navy,
Commanding.

Beport of Lieutenant-Commander Weaver, IT. 8. Navy, commanding V. S. 8. Kahopac.

U. S. Ironclad Mahopac,
Off Fort Fisher, January 17, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the part taken
by this vessel in the actions against Fort Fisher of the 13th, Mth, and
15th instant:
At 7 a. m. on the 13th in obedience to order by signal, cleared ship

for action and steamed in toward Fort Fisher, took our assigned posi-
tion between the New Ironsides and the fort, and at 9 : 27 a. m. opened
fire, using 5-secoud fuzes and 35-pound charges of powder. At the
second discharge of gun No. 1 (XV-inch) it burst 4 feet and 3 inches
from the muzzle, killing none, and doing no material damage to the
turret. Continued the action with the remaining gun until 6 : 30 p. m.

:

expended 56 shell and 56 35-pound charges.
At 11

: 20 a. m. on the 14th opened fire on the fort, and continued
until 6

: 15 p. m. Expended 46 shell and 46 35-pound charges : weighed
anchor and moved a short distance out.
At 7

: 15 a. m. on the 15th weighed anchor and steamed in as near
the fort as possible, and at 7 : 50 commenced action, and continued firing
until 3:30 p. m., when the signal was made to cease firing and storm
the fort.

Expended 41 shell, 10 cored shot, and 61 35-pound charges.
During the three days' actions this vessel was struck several times by

the enemy's shot, but done no material damage.
In conclusion it affords me much pleasure to state that every officer

and man did his entire duty to my perfect satisfaction.
It is perhaps worthy of note that no panic or disorganization took

place at the time of the bursting of our immense gun, in a space so
limited and with so many men in close proximity, for in a few moments
afterwards everything was in order for the continuance of the engage-
ment with our only remaining gun.
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Permit me, sir, to congratulate you upon the success, so unlimited,
whicli you Lave achieved, with a worthy cooperation on the part of our
army.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. W. Weaver,

Lieutenant-Commander.
Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Flagship Malvern.

Report of ConunandeT CoUioim, U. B. ITavy, oommanding IT. S. S. Sangni.

U. S. Ironolab Steamer Saugus,
Off Fort Fisher, Federal Point, N. C, January 16, 1865.

Sir : In the action with Fort Fisher, on the 13th instant, the Saugus
was struck eleven times. At 5 p. m. one of the XV-inch guns (No. 29)
burst, wounding severely James Casey, seaman. On the 14th and 15th
the enemy did not fire at us. I would commend to your favorable
notice the ofQcers and crew of the Saugus for the manner in which they
fought the vessel for three days under great fatigue, fighting all day,
and taking in ammunition by night.

On the 13th instant we fired lUO 5-second shell.

On the 14th instant we fired 21 5second shell.

On the 14th instant we fired 9 4-second shrapnel.
On the 14th instant we fired 8 solid shot.

On the 15th instant we fired 67 5-second shell.

On the 15th instant we fired 7 4-second shrapnel.
Total, 212.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Edmund R. Codhoun,

Commander.
Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter.

Report of Acting Chief Engineer Peake, V. S. Ifavy, of i^jniies received by the V. S, S. Saugus.

U. S. S. Saugus,
Off Fort Fisher, N. C, January 16, 1865.

Sir: In obedience to your orders I submit a memorandum of the
most important repairs needed on this vessel.

In addition to the injuries received on turret as per reports of June
25 and December 6, 1864, the pilot house has since been struck by
an Xl-inch solid shot from Fort Fisher, breaking eight bolts and
loosening twenty others, cracking one sheet from the corner of sight

hole (striking ten inches below sight hole) ; and another shot, received
on turret near the top, has broken twenty-five bolts and loosened
twelve others, and cracked inside sheet, bulging it in 1 inch and crack-

ing the plates, the cracks radiating 12 inches from center. The deck
to be raised and secured around smokestack.
The bevel wheel of turret gear to be raised and secured, and also a

new bevel pinion for turret gear.

There is also a XV-inch gun to be removed and replaced by a new
one.

I would wish to increase the area of opening through side of ship for

main injection.
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There is also about one-third of a blade of the propeller broken oflF,

making it desirable to have a new one.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,

John L. Peake,
Acting Chief Engineer, U. 8. Navy.

Commander E. E. Oolhoun,
Oommanding U. S. Steamer Saugus.

BapoTt of Captain Alden, IT. S. Havy, oonmumding IT. S. S. Biooklyn.

TT. S. S. Beookltn,
OffNew Inlet, Gape Fear River^ January 16, 1865,

SiE : I have the honor to submit the following as a report of the part

that this ship took in the action of the 13th, 14th, and 15th instant:

At 4:30, being in position as leading ship in line of battle No. 1, got

underway at 5 o'clock with the transports forming another line on the

port beam and stood in for the shore. When within 600 or 800 yards

from the beach, changed the course and stood along parallel with it to

the westward and commenced shelling the woods, all the vessels of the

line joining in. Passed Flag Pond battery, and, at 8:10, anchored in

line ahead with the transports on the port beam. At 9:30 all the

vessels sent boats to assist [inj landing the troops. A brisk fire was
kept up upon the woods till 11 a. m. At 1 p. m. the boats returned.

At 3 the troops were all landed. At 4 admiral made signal to the line

to take position and engage the enemy. At 4:30 anchored under tlie

stem of the New IronsMes and opened fire upon Fort Fisher, the vessels

of the line anchoring as they got into position and commenced the
attack. At 5 : 45 ceased firing, when the vessels withdrew.
On the 14th, at 2 : 30 p. m., got underway in obedience to signal,

took position, and at 2 : 45 opened fire again upon Fort Fisher. Ceased
the bombardment at dark. Eemained in position, vessels firing one
hour each during the night.

January 15.—^Soon after daylight withdrew and filled up with shell

from the Aries. At 12 m. sent three boats (all that were available),

armed and equipped, to the admiral, which soon after landed their
crews with the rest of the boats of the fleet. At 1 p. m. got into action
again with the fleet, which was then hotly engaged. At 9 : 30 p. m.
ceased firing; soon after which the fort surrendered to the assaulting
party of the army, which had gained a footing before dark.

I am pleased to add that all, both of&cers and men, did their duty
nobly and well. But I can not conclude this report without paying a
tribute to the abilities and officer-like bearing of my executive officer,

Lieutenant Thomas L. Swann. To his wise management is mainly due
the exact discipline and ready obedience to orders that are found on
board this vessel. In a word, 1 have never commanded a better
organized or better disciplined ship than this.

Ensign Cassel's report in relation to the storming party which left the
ship under his charge, the surgeon's report of casualties (which I am
happy to say are very slight), together with the gunner's report of
projectiles and ammunition expended, are herewith enclosed.
With my hearty congratulations for your success in this most signal

victory,

I am, very truly, your obedient servant,

James Alden,
T^ , . , ^ ^ , CapteAn.
Bear-Admiral David D. Poetee,

Oommanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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B«port of Aoting Enaign Cauel, IT. S. Navy, oommanding aiaaulting party from the V. S. 8.

Biooklyn.

tr. S. S. Brooklyn, January 17, 1865.

Sir : In obedience to your order, I respectfuUj^ submit the following
report of the party in my immediate charge on the 15th instant:

After landing and reporting to Captain Breese I was assigned to the
third division, under Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, andbyhim was
placed on the left of the line of that body. In the charge which fol-

lowed we kept our position and remained under fire of the fort until the
retreat was ordered, when all organization was at an end. I collected
my own men afterwards as far as possible, and remained on the beach
until morning, when we embarked and returned to the Brooklyn. I
have to report the loss of 3 men missing and 1 wounded. Of the first,

two are supposed to have been lost in the explosion on the following
morning, and I have since learned that the third was taken on board
the Susquehanna and thence sent to the hospital vessel.

The marines not being with me, I know nothing of their x>roceeding8.
I am, sir, respectfolly, your obedient servant,

Douglas Cassel,
Acting Enaign, U. 8. Navy.

Captain Jambs Alden, U. S. Navy,

Report of Snigeon Uanlsby, TT. 8. Navy, giving list of oamaltiei on the V. 8. S. Brooklyn.

U. S. S. Brooklyn,
Off New Inlet, January 17, 1865.

Sir : The following is a list of the casualties resultingfrom the assault
on the rebel defenses on the 15th instant:

Name. Hate. Wounds. BemarkB.

SUght.
Abel Cole do

Private (marine) Abrasion, hand SUght.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
George Maulsby,

Surgeon.
Captain James Alden^

Commanding U. 8. 8. Brooklyn.

Report of Commander Ammen, TT. 8. Navy, commanding TT. 8. 8. Hobican, trannnitting report
of casnaltiea.

U. S. S. MOHIOAN,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, January 17, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report that at daylight on the morning of
the 13th the Mohican was got underway, following the Brooklyn, and
followed by the Tacony and the vessels composing the line, and stood in

and along the coast until the Half Moon battery was reached, some 3
miles to the northward of Fort Fisher, when the line anchored on sig-

nal and the shore line was shelled.
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On signal aU of our boats were sent to aid in debarking the troops,

which was accomplished at about 3 p. m. On signal at 3 : 35 the Mohwan

was again underway in line, as before, in close order, and anchored on

signal in line with kedge astern and anchor ahead, in position assigned,

opening on Fort Fisher at 4 : 25 and firing deliberately until 5
: 30, when

we withdrew on signal. Ninety-two IX-inch shells were expended dur-

^°
At 9*: 15 a. m. of the 15th the Mohican was got underway. On signal

and by verbal order went in to deliver fire on Fort Fisher, making fast

a stem line to the New Ironsides for a spring, and anchoring. At lU
:
a»

we opened a deliberate fire on Fort Fisher, directed by si^ala trom

time to time, and maintained it until 3 : 47, when signal was made to cease

firing During the day 327 IX-inch shells were fired and 17 30-ponnder

rifle shells, the latter directed at steamers in the river with rebel troops

and on the Federal Point batteries. The firing on both days was care-

Ihlly delivered and was eflfective.

In the meantime, obeying signal, the first, second, and fourth cutters

were dispatxjhed, under charge of Acting Master William Burditt,

Acting Master's Mate James G, Paine, and Acting Boatswain Josiah

B. Aiken, with boats' crews, containing a total of fifty-two oflacers, sail-

ors, and marines, to the rendezvous on the beach.

The list of killed, wounded, and missing has been given in a separate

report.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Daniel Ammen,
Oommander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

[Endosare.]

U. S. S. MOHIOAU,
OffNew Inlet, North Carolina, January 16, 1865.

Sir: The following casualties occurred to the crew of the Mohican
in our operations against Fort Fisher yesterday

:

No. Kame. Rate. Remarks.

1 Sergeant, marines .

.

'Wound of 'neck; alight.

Ballet wonnd throngh left wrist.John Le Mott Bassell ..

3 do
4 Albert E. Harlowe Coxswain .,.- Wound of left band.
5 do Killed; shot through heart.

Bullet wound of left thigh.
Flesh wonnd right leg.

Ballet wonnd below right knee.
Bullet wound left shoulder; also by explosion of
magazine in Fort fisher to-day.

6
7 do
8
q

Samuel W. Woodward.

.

Corporal, marines. . -

10 William F. Ryan
Richard Broaerick ......11 do Sprain of right foot.

Hiram J. Henkey (landsman) is missing; was known to have been
wounded and supposed to have been taken on board of some vessel
belonging to the fleet.

Very respectftiUy, your obedient servant,
Daniel Ammen,

Commander.
Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Beport of Lieutenant-Commander Troztnn, TT. S, Navy, commanding IT. S. S. Taoony, tranimit-
ting additional leports.

TJ. S. S. Tacony,
Oape Fear River, Worth Carolina, January 19, 1865.

Sir : I have to submit the followiDg report of the part taken by this
vessel in the reduction of the enemy's works at New Inlet, Korth
Carolina:
On the 13th instant, at 4:50 a. m., got underway and took position

assigned in line of battle and at 7 : 20 a. m. commenced shelling the woods
to the northward of Fort Fisher. At 8 : 12 sent the boats to aid in land-
ing troops and continued thus employed until 3 : 35 p. m., when stood in
and opened fire on Fort Fisher. At 5 : 50 p. m. ceased firing and retired
from action by signal from flagship. No casualties during the day.
At 1 :30 p. m. on the 14th instant again took position and opened fire

upon the enemy's works; continued engaged till dark, when ceased
firing by order; remained in position near the forts all night. No injury
to vessel or crew during this day.
On the 15th, at 12:10 a. m., opened a rapid fire for one hour on the

forts. By the premature explosion of a gun Hugh Lee, landsman, had
his right arm blown off. John Wild, ordinary seaman, and Thomas
Stanton, captain forecastle, were wounded. At 10:15 a. m. sent a
detachment of 30 men, under Acting Ensigns James B. Taney and
Thomas Golding, to assist in storming the batteries. At 1 p. m. again
opened fire on the enemy's works. Continued engaged until 2 :35 p. m.,
when ceased firing by signal from flagship. During the night our
boats returned, also one belonging to the Iosco, bringing a number of
men, wounded during the charge by the seamen on Fort Fisher. At
10 p. m. the fleet were informed of the surrender of Fort Fisher.
On the 16th instant, at 2 p. m., anchored in New Inlet, North Caro-

lina, in company with the Sassacus and Kansas, all having followed the
lead of Commander Clitz in the Osceola.
On the 17th instant Acting Assistant Surgeon George Hopkins

attended the rebel wounded on shore. The vessel's boats employed
removing torpedoes from the channel.
On the 18th instant crossed the Bip, entered Gape Fear Biver, and

at 3 : 10 p. m. anchored near Fort Lamb, the gun carriages, traverses,
and woodwork of which I destroyed, in obedience to your orders. In
Fort Lamb was a galvanic battery in good working order, connecting
with copper wires, which I this morning caused to be underrun, and
which I found led directly across the river to the magazine in Fort
Fisher. This, I believe, will fully account for the mysterious explo-
sion on the 16tli instant by which over 200 gallant men lost their lives;

if so, it was the most dastardly act of the war.
I can not too highly commend the conduct of all under my command.

Acting Ensigns James B. Taney and Thomas Golding gallantly led the
seamen in the assault of Fort Fisher, in which 4 men were killed and
10 wounded; James Tallentine (quarter gunner), ever foremost in the
discharge of his duties, reached the top of the parapet under a mur-
derous fire, only to fall inside the fortifications, giving a valuable life to
his country.
Acting Assistant Paymaster William S. Hosford, who for more than

a year has commanded the after powder division, worked as usual most
untiringly. I am greatly indebted to Acting Master Budolph Sommers,
who acted as signal officer. The good conduct of Acting Mastoids
Mate John A. Orcutt deserves to be mentioned. In fact, sir, the con-
duct of all during the past seven days has been most praiseworthy.
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I enclose report of killed and wounded ; also gunner's report of ammu-
nition expended.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. T. Truxtun,

Lieutenant- Commander.

Rear-Admiral Datid D. Porter,
Commanding Iforth Atlantic Squadron.

[Bnclosurea.l

U. S. S. Taoont,
Cape Fear Eiver, North Carolina, January 18, 1865.

Sir : The following is a list of the killed and wounded of this vessel

during the late engagement at Fort Fisher, F. 0.

:

15th instant, wounded (by the premature discharge of one of the guns

of this vessel): Hugh Lee, landsman; right hand shattered and right

arm broken ; amputation below the elbow. Thomas Stanton, captain

forecastle; left eye badly injured by the burning of the powder while

serving the vent ; serious. He is also much bruised in left side and hip

by the recoil of the gun. John Wild, ordinary seaman; left hand
burned and contused; not serious.

Same date, killed: Eichard Acton, landsman; James Tallentine,

quarter gunner; Cornelius Blachiere, ordinary seaman.
Wounded: William Brown, seaman; shot through both thighs and

left arm, musketry ; died next morning. Jas. H. Spencer, ordinary sea-

man; gunshot fracture of right thigh, musketry; serious. Martin
Goberty, seaman ;

gunshot fracture of left thigh, upper third, musketry.
John Van Schoten, landsman ; conical ball through pelvis; result doubt-

ful. Horace Wheeler, ordinary seaman ; gunshot fracture of left leg,

musketry; serious. Samuel McKinley, landsman; flesh wound of both
legs, musketry ; not serious. Patrick Kelly, landsman; flesh wound of

right leg, musketry; not serious. Martin Howard, landsman; flesh

wound of right leg, musketry; not serious. William Stewart, lands-

man ; right elbow, musketry; ball probably lodged in or near the joint.

William Gillespie, ordinary seaman, and Henry Miller, ordinary sea-

man, who are missing, were reported to me as wounded and taken on
board some other vessel.

Very respectfully, Geo. Hopkins,
Acting Assistant Surgeon.

LieutenantOommander W. T. Trttxtun,
Commanding 11. S. S. Tacony.

Jvimunition expended by the U. <Sf. ;S. Tacony during the engagements of the IStK, 14tk,
and 15th January, 1865, unih the forte at New Inlet, North Carolina.

Ou the 13th January, 1865:
20-8econd Xl-inoh shell 48
20-8econd IX-inch shell 51
15-Becond 12-ponTider rifl j shell 36
Percassion rifle shell 3

On the 14th January, 1865:
Xl-inch shell 165
IX-inch shell , 186
12-ponnder rifle shell 32

On the 15th January, 1865

:

Xl-inch shell 48
XLinch shot 21
IX-inch shell 108

Eespectfully,

Robert Campbell,
Acting Qunner.
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Explanatory lettar from Bear-Admiral Porter, V. B. Navy, to Ueateuant-Commander Tmxtnn,
IT. S. Navy, commending his aotion in the second attack upon Fort Uglier.

Flagship Malvekn,
Oape Fear River, February 18, 1865.

Sib : Tour letter of the lith instant has been received. I very much
regret that you should have taken so much to heart what certainly -was

never intended yon should. Captain Breese gave you the order cor-

rectly. My object was to have you directly in line between the Pequot
and BrooMyn to prevent anyone being hurt from premature explosion
of shell. From my position you appeared farther out than it appears
you were from your letter, hence my signal to go in closer. Not seem-
ing to understand what I wished, I made the signal which has given
you pain. In this you mistake my motives. I had no intention of with-
drawing you from action altogether, but simply a temporary withdrawal,
that I might the better place yon as I wished.
The gallant manner in which you took up your new position pleased

me highly, and I do assure you there has been no other officer in this

squadron in whom T have more confidence or for whom I have a higher
respect.

Respectfully, yours,
David D. Poetee,

Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander W. T. Teuxtun,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Tacony.

Beport of Lieutenant-Commander Watmongh, TI. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. XaniMM.

TJ. S. Gunboat Kansas,
Gape Fear River, North Carolina, January 19, 1865.

Admieal : I have the honor to submit the following report of the
part this vessel took in the reduction of the works defending New Inlet,

Cape Fear Eiver.
On the 13th instant, at 7 : 15 a. m., the first line formed in line ofbattle

in close order, by signal, and shelled Flag Pond battery and the adja-

cent woods. At 7 : 40 a. m. anchored in same order, and at 7 : 45 sent
boats to assist in disembarking the land forces. At 10 a. m. ceased
firing. At 3 i 40 p. m. got underway, in obedience to signal to first line,

and stood toward Fort Fisher. At 5 : 05 anchored in line and opened
fire on the fort. At 5 : 40 ceased firing,by signal, and retiredfrom range,
and at 6 : 20 p. m. came to.

On the 14th instant, at 1 : 30 p. m., got underway by signal to this ves-
sel, and stood in toward Fort Fisher. Anchored close in to the beach,
to the northeast of the fort and distant 1,700 yards. At 2 : 10 p. m.
opened fire. At 7 p. m. ceased firing, by order, for the night. At4 a. m.
the 15th instant resumed the fire for an hour. At 6 : 30 a. m. retired

from position and went to the ordnance steamer Aries to replenish ammu-
nition. At 11 a. m. dispatched the launch with 19 men, under com-
mand of Acting Ensign Williams, to report to Fleet Captain Breese,
commanding the naval brigade on shore. At 12 : 45 p. m. got underway,
and took up a position between second and third lines, and opened fire

on Mound and other batteries. At 3 p. in. ceased firing, by signal, as
the naval brigade was assaulting the northeast angle of Fort Fisher;
the assault failing, resumed fire at 5 : 30, directing our fire at the Mound.
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At 9 : 16 p. m. ceased firing, as the land forces were progressing in their

assault. At about 10 p. m. the loud cheering and illumination of the

fleet announced the fall of the forts. On the 16th instant, at 1 : 30 p. m.,

followed the Osceola, Commander Glitz, over the bar of N"ew Inlet and
anchored under the Mound. This vessel was not struck, and our only

casualty was in the person of James Arnold, landsman, wounded in the

knee during the assault.

It gives me great pleasure to mention that, notwithstanding the pro-

tracted labors and exposure of the officers and men, they continued

cheerful and prompt up to the last moment.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Pendleton G. Watmough,
Lieutenant- Commander.

Eear-Admiral David D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Sqtiadron,

Beport of Acting Ensigii WiUiama, V. 8. Kavy, commandiiig assanltmg party from the V. 8. 8.

Sangai,

U. S. S. Kansas,
OffNew Inlet, North Carolina, January 16, 1865.

SiE : In obedience to your orders, on the morning of January 15 I left

this ship, at 11 a. m., in command of 19 men, to assist in the assault of
Fort Fisher. I landed with my men safely on the beach, at a distance
of 2J miles to the northward and eastward of the rebel earthworks;
ordered my boat ofif to a safe anchorage, with 2 men as boat keepers. I
then proceeded with the remaining 17 men and reported to Fleet
Captain Breese, who ordered me to report to Lieutenant-Commander
Parker, commanding the second division, which I promptly did, form-
ing my men at the same time on the left of second division, who were
drawn up in lino of battle on a plain to the rear of the beach. Five of
my men (coal heavers), with shovels, were ordered to join the divisional
intrenching party. At about 1 p. m. we advanced in divisions toward
Fort Fisher, and halted about 1 mile from the fort to rest the men, see
the arms in good order, and receive our final orders. About 2 : 30 p. m.
we advanced in columns to the shelter of the breastworks thrown up
by the intrenching party of each division, where we halted for a few
minutes, then flanked to the left, regaining the beach, when the order
was given to double-quick to gain a position about 500 yards distant,
near the sea wall of the fort. The order then passed along the line to
halt, and for every man to lie down, so as to regain his wind for the
charge and to see the signal for the fleet to cease firing. At about 3 : 15
p. m., everything being ready, the order passed along the lines to charge
en masxe on the northern angle of the sea wall, which was done on the
run, under a heavy fire of musketry from Fort Fisher and the great
guns on the Mound, killing and wounding a large number of our men.
On gaining the base of the wall we found it defended by a ditch and
stockade, which caused a sudden halt, a heavy fire of musketry being
poured into us all the time. The men here lay down to protect them-
selves. About this time the men in the rear on the beach broke and
fled, panic-stricken, which caused a general retreat on the run, everyman
for himself. As all command over the men was lost, myself and several
other officers, under Captain Cushing, stayed behind, after retreating a
short distance, and assisted the wounded to the best of our abilities.
This being done, I then started up the beach to collect my own men.
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At 7 p. m. I found them all iu good order but James K. Arnold (lands-

man), whom I could not find, but afterwards learned that he was
wounded in the knee and had been taken off to one of the fleet, name
of the vessel unknown. At 9 p. m., seeing other boats leaving the
beach, I embarked my men also, and started to find my ship, but could
not, owing to the darkness. Pulled alongside the U. S. S. Fort J)onel-

son and passed the night on that ship. At 7:50 a. m. of the 16th I

reported on board this ship, with all my command but the one before
mentioned.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
George C. Williams,
Acting Ensign, U. 8. Navy.

Lieutenant-Commander P. G. Watmough,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Kansas.

Beport of Lieatenant-CommandeT Watmough, V. 8. Navy, commanding TJ. 8. 8. Kanias,

regarding ammunition expended.

U. 8. Gunboat Kansas,
Cape Fear River, North Carolina, January 19, 1865.

Sib : I submit the following report of ammunition expended on the
13th, 14th, and 15th instant in the attack on Fort Fisher and adjacent
batteries

:

IX-inch:
5-8econd shell 6
lO-second shell 353
15-Becond shell 36

30-poiindeT:
lO-second shell 9
Fercassion 83

12-poiuider:
Percnssion 2

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

P. G. Watmough,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Lieutenant-Commander Henry A. Adams,
Ordnance Officer, North Atlantic 8quadron.

Abatraot log of the V. 8. 8. TTnadilla, Lieutenant-CommandeT Banuay, V, 8. Navy.

December 27, 1864.—From meridian until 4 p. m. : At anchor, trans-

port fleet standing out.

January 11, 1865.—At 4 : 45 p. m. got underway in company with a

part of the fleet and stood out of the harbor; flagship Malvern made
signal. Struck twice while crossing the bar. At 6 came to off Beau-
fort Bar m company with the fleet.

January 12.—^At daylight the fleet inside the harbor got underway
and came out over the bar. Got underway in company with the fleet

and stood to southward. From 6 to 8 underway in company with the

fleet. Spoke the Yantio and received orders to anchor when the ship

ahead of us showed a red light over her stern. Passed the same order

to the Huron, astern of us. At 8 : 30 the Brooklyn made signal to flrst

division. At 8 : 55 came to with port anchor in company with the fleet

In li fathoms water. At 12 midnight spoke Dolus and received orders

to get underway at 4: 30 in the morning.
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January 13.—At 6:10 a. m. got underway in company with the fleet

and stood in toward the land. At 7 : 30 cleared ship for action. At
7 : 60 opened fire on the rebel earthworks along the beach. At 8, in

obedience to signal, came to with port anchor and dropped a kedge
astern . Sent launch, first, and second cutters to assist in landing troops.

At 3: 30 p. m. all boats returned, the launch and second cutter being

stove. Brought ott" a cutter found on the beach. At 4 p. m. got under-

way in company with the first line of battle and stood in toward Port

Fisher. At 4 : 15 anchored and opened fire on the fort. At 5 : 45 ceased

firing, got underway, and hauled out. At 7 came to anchor. From 8

until midnight the monitors and ironclads bombarding Fort Fisher.

January 14.—At 11 : 15 a. m. the New Ironsides and monitors engaged
Fort Fisher. At 12:30 p. m. the flagship made signal. Hove up
anchor and communicated with the flagship. Stood in toward Fort
Fisher, anchored, and opened fire on the fort. From 4 to 6 p. m. : At
anchor, bombarding Fort Fisher. Fired 120 10-second Xl-inch shells.

At 6 ceased firing. At 7: 20 opened fire on Fort Fisher. At 8:30
ceased firing. Fired from Xl-inch gun 20 10-second shells; from
20pounder rifle 9 percussion shells, 2 shrapnel, 10 case shot. Fleet
continued bombarding Fort Fisher.

January 15.—Commences and until 4 a. m. At anchor. Bombard-
ment of Fort Fisher continued. At 5 opened fire on the fort. At 6 : 15
ceased firing. At 7 : 15 opened fire on the fort again. From 8 until

meridian : At anchor, bombarding Fort Fisher. Fired from Xl-inch 48
lO-second shells, 2 5-second, and3 10-second shrapnel; from 20-pourider
rifle 20 case shot. At 9 a. m. ammunition for Xl-inch gun all expended

;

hauled out of line and anchored. Eeceived from the TJ. S. 8. Qusen
126 Xl-inch 10-second shells, 122 15-pound charges, 200 friction primers.
At 12:45 got underway and steamed toward Fort Fisher. At 2
anchored to the northward of the fort. At 2 : 10 opened on the fort.

At 3: 15 ceased firing. Army and navy storming the fort. At 5:40
got underway. Fired during the day 51 XI inch 10-second and 29
15-second shells; 6 5, 10, 15 second, 3 10-second, and 2 5-second shrap-
nel. From 6 until 8 p. m. fleet bombarding the fort. At 10 p. m. the
fleet ceased firing, the works being in possession of the United States
forces.

January 16.—Commences and until 4 a. m. At anchor. Some mus-
ketry and artillery firing to the northward of Fort Fisher during the
watch.

Beport of laentenant-CommandeT SeUridge, IT. S. ICavy, commanding XT. S. S. Hnion.

17. S. S. HXJBON,
Off Fort Fisher, January 17, 1865.

. SiE : I have the honor to report that, having landed with the men of
this vessel to join in the land attack upon Fort Fisher, I was detailed
by Lieutenant-Commander Breese to command the third column of
attack, composed of detachments from the ships of the third and a por-
tion of the fourth divisions, numbering about 450 men.
Lieutenant G. M. Bache commanded the right wing; Lieutenant-

Commander W. N. Allen, the left wing.
I formed them in column and moved forward by the head of compa-

nies until near our first rifle pits, when the whole assaulting column
was formed in flank along the beach awaiting the signal of assault from
the army.
When this was given I moved my column forward on the double-

quick, following close on to the second [division] and for about half a



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 477

mile under an extremely heavy and withering fire of mnsketry and
grape.
When we finally reached the palisades I found the columns which

had preceded me halted and lying down. Going to the front, an effort
at this time was made to get the men to charge, but the fire was so
heavy that the few who passed through the stockade were compelled to
fall quickly back.
At this moment an unexplained panic took place in the rear, which

so quickly communicated itself to the whole that it became impossible
to rally the men.

I remained near the fort till night, when I left with a few under cover
of the darkness.
My column moved up with great gallantry, as by the time I got up

the rebels had concentrated their whole fire upon us, and until we
came to a halt all seemed to be moving well.

To Lieutenant-Commander W. N. Allen and Lieutenant G. M. Bache,
both wounded, I am much indebted for assistance in forming and main-
taining the organization of the division.

I regi-et extremely that my entire unacquaintance with any of the
ofBcers or crews of my division renders it impossible for me to particu-
larize the deserving, but until the panic all deserved praise, for none
faltered.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Thos. O. Selfeidge,

Lieutenant-Oommander.
Bear-Admiral David D. Pobtee,

Gomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Flagship Malvern.

Beport of Iileatenant-Commander Sel&idge, V. 8. Navy, commanding IT, S. 8. Huron, regarding
ammunition expended.

TJ, S. S. Huron,
New Inlet, January 17, 1865.

Sib : I have to report that the Huron has expended about 300 rounds
from the Xl-inch pivot during the late engagement, and was struck
four times—under fore channels, mainmast nhot away, main shroud cut,

and through main rail. Xo casualties while under fire; 5 men wounded
in the land assault.

My officers and men behaved, all of them, with great zeal and
gallantry.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Thos. O. Selpbidgb,

Lieutenant-Commander.
Bear-Admiral Davib D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, V. S. Navy, Commanding V, 8. 8. Huron, regard-
ing oaiualties.

U. S. S. Huron, January 16, 1865.

Sir : Tn obedience to your order of this date {by telegram), I forward
the following list of casualties to the crew of this vessel in the action of
yesterday on shore, viz

:

William Seaman (seaman), left leg broken.
James H. Donnelly (ordinary seaman), musket ball in neck.
Michael Tierney (ordinary seaman), contusion of head.
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John Sullivan (ordinary seaman), shoulder dislocated.

Thomas Walker (chief quartermaster), flesh wound, thigh.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Thos. O. Sblpeidge,

Lieutenant- Gommander,

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Beport of Lieatenant-Commander Selfridge, V. S. ITayy, commanding V. 8. 8. Huron, commending
for gallantry in action Ensign Evans, IT. S. Navy, of the V. 8. 8. Powhatan.

U. S. S. Htjeon,
James River, March 10, 1865.

Sir : In my report of the part taken by the column under my com-
mand in the assault upon Fort Fisher, I mentioned that from my igno-

rance of the oflBcers placed temporarily under me I was unable to

particularize any marked act of bravery performed by them.
Since that time I have been informed of the great gallantry of regular

Ensign E. D. Evans, of the Powhatan, and I deem it worthy of this

notice.

Ensign Evans received a severe and painful wound in the thigh before
reaching the palisades, but, instead of going to the rear, he bound a
handkerchief around it and gallantly proceeded on with his men to the
very front.

He again received a second wound, in the knee.
These wounds have for the past two months confined him to his bed,

and I am very glad, in becoming aware of the above facts, to give him
the mention so justly his due.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Thos. O. Selfbidge,

Lieutenant-Commander.
Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Beport of Lieatenant-Commander Braine, IT. 8. Navy, commanding IT. 8. 8. Fequot, transmitting
additional reports.

TJ. S. S. Pequot,
New Inlet, North Carolina, January 18, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report the part the D". S. gunboat Pequot,
under my command, took in the bombardment of Fort Fisher and other
of the enemy's works at New Inlet, North Carolina, during the 13th,
14th, and 15th of January, 1865:
On the morning of the first day formed in line of battle (No. 1) and

stood in close to the beach. At 8 a, m. anchored and shelled woods to
cover the landing of our troops, which was successfully performed,
when, at 3 : 50 p. m., line No. 1 stood in and (engaged the forts in com-
pany with the ironclads; other lines of battle were in action. Shortly
after engaging, line No. 1 was ordered to retire, and did so. On the
14th, at 1 : 25 p. m., we stood in and made fast to the New Ironsides,
lying astern of her, and engaged the enemy until at 6 p. m., when,
receiving orders to fire during the night in succession, we anchored
and remained close to and inside of the New Ironsides all night. Next
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morning (15tli instant), needing ammunition, we withdrew, and at 10
a. m. returned and joined in the attack until 1 : 20 p. m., when we closed
in upon the enemy, anchoring near the Monadnock, Upon signal being
made, our armed boats under the commands of Acting Ensigns George
Lamb and Anthony Smalley, with 42 men, were sent to assist in the
assault of Fort Fisher,
At 5: 40 p. m,, receiving orders from you to proceed up the beach and

anchor near Flag Pond battery to cover our troops from an attack, did
so, and during the night firing occasionally in the woods to the north-
ward and westward. About 10 : 20 p, m. we learned with delight that
Fort Fisher and the surrounding works had surrendered to the com-
bined army and naval attack.

Besides congratulating you upon the success of your well-planned
attack, and its great results, I must bear testimony to the zeal of every
ofBcer and man on board this vessel in the discharge of their several
duties.

Acting Master William F. Chase served the 150-pounder with skill

and eflfect, and notwithstanding so many of the rifle guns of the fleet

had burst, he never hesitated to fire it.

Acting Ensign Henry W. Loring, in charge of the powder division,

was prompt for every call upon him, and kept me supplied without delay
with every class of projectiles needed.
To Second Assistant Engineer (in charge) A. H. Fisher I am much

indebted, for without his skill and perseverance the ship would not have
been in a condition to enter action vdthout being towed.
Acting Assistant Paymaster C. G. Hutchinson took careful notes of

the action, for which I am indebted.
Mr. J. W. Jones, my clerk, assisted me as signal oflBcer, and not only

kept me informed of every signal relating to our line (No. 1) but of all

and every signal made to other lines and vessels.

I enclose you a list of our casualties, and it is with regret I state

those on board ship were caused alone by the bursting of the 30-pounder
rifle (No. 223), which took place on the 14th instant, wounding Benja-
min F. Hackney, landsman; John McDonald, ordinary seaman, and
John Searing, landsman ; the former died of his wounds. Two more
were killed in the assault of Fort Fisher—William Oox, seaman, and
James Connors, landsman—and 3 wounded—George Hagan, coxswain;
William Brown, ordinary seaman, and John Eiley, landsman.
I enclose you reports made to me of the assault by the officers com-

manding the men from this vessel ; also report of ammunition expended.
With respect, I am, your obedient servant,

D. L. Braine,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Pobtee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Beport of Acting Ensign Lamb, U. S. ITavy, commanding assaalting party ftrom the TT. 8. S.

Fequot.

U. S. S. Peqtjot,
North Atlantic Squadron, Off New Inlet, January 16, 1865.

Sib : Having been placed in charge of the first and second launches,

with 41 men and Acting Ensign Anthony Smalley, to assist in the

attack on Fort Fisher, after reporting in obedience to your orders to

Lieutenant-Commander Breese, by his orders I detailed Acting Ensign
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Smalley and 18 men to join the skirmish line with their shovels, which
order was carried out by Mr. Smalley most nobly nnder a galling fire

as he advanced from time to time to throw up a &esh line of earth-

works for the purpose of covering the soldiers in their advance on the
enemy's works. Mr. Smalley carried the lines up to within about 200
yards, from which line the final assault took place. I, with the rest of
the men under my command, remained with the first column, of which
we formed the right of the left center, and advanced toward the fort

from time to time as we received the order. About 3:25 p. m. the
final charge took place, which carried us up to first line of the stockade,
and while there I discovered Mr. Smalley with his command, accom-
panied by Mr. O'Brian, and as he was at the head of the column, I im-
mediately advanced with the rest of our party and joined him, so that
we were all together once more. After that we charged at a double-
quick to within about 150 yards of the fort, when the enemy's fire

became so severe that in spite of all that the oflScers could do the men
fell back and retreated down the beach in some disorder. An attempt
was made to rally again, and partially succeeded, when an officer of the
Army, whose name I do not remember, told me that General Terry
wished the sailors and marines to occupy the line of intrenchments that
the army had occupied the previous night, and then communicate with
General Paine on the left. I immediately sought Lieutenant-Com-
mander Breese, and reported the same to him, and after we had picked
up our wounded, 1 of whom we left at the hospital, as he was severely
wounded ; 2 others I had sent on board. Mr. Smalley had, in the mean-
time, returned twice to where our last charge took place, under a
terrific fire, which was kept up by the enemy on our wounded men,
and brought off John Eiley, landsman, and on the second occasion,
after an officer. Ensign Evans, of the Powhatan, that he saw there when
he brought Eiley off; both of them were left at the hospital. We then
repaired with our men to the Flag Pond battery and reported to Lieu-
tenant-Commander Breese, who ordered us to occupy a part of the work
with our men until further orders. About 10:30 we received the news
of the capture of the fort. I was ordered by Lieutenant-Commander
Breese to take a part of ray command and look after our dead and
wounded and then return to our post. This morning took a detail of
men with me to bury our dead, and when within about 500 yards of the
fort a tremendous explosion took place within the fort. I immediately
pushed forward to assist, if necessary, in rescuing the wounded, but
found on my arrival there that none was needed, as the army had an
ample force at hand. I then proceeded to where our dead lay and
buried William Cox, seaman, James Connors, landsman, and then, in
obedience to the orders of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, returned on
board. The two flags that I brought on board I picked up where our
last charge ended.

I feel that I ought not to close without bringing to your notice the
cheerful and noble manner in which our men carried out the orders
which were given. I have to report the loss of both of our launches,
which were driven on shore by the heavy surf that set in toward even-
ing, ihe boat keepers report that they were ordered to Flas Pond
battery, where I found them.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geoboe La]vib,

Lieutenant-Commander D. L. Bbaine,
Commanding U. 8. S. Pequot.
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BepoTtof Aoting Ensign Smalley, V. 8. Navy, of the assaulting party firom the V. S. S. Peqoot

U. 8. S. Pequot,
North Atlantic Squadron, off New Inlet, January 16, 1865.

Sir: Having been placed in charge of the first launch and a crew of
19 men, with orders to report to LieutenantGommauder Breese, to assist

in the assault on Fort Fisher, I reported to him, in obedience to your
orders, and was directed to join my men with the skirmish line. After
advancing a distance of about SOU yards and assisting in throwing up
ii I'lie of breastworks, I was ordered by Lieutenant Preston to take my
men and proceed on about 1,0U0 yards to join a equad of soldiers who
were then at work intrenching. After completing this line of works it

was occupied by the soldiers, and we again advanced to within about
20U yards of Fort Fisher and again commenced intrenching. Shortly
after the soldiers moved up and occupied this line preparatory to the
assault. The work of these two lines was conducte<l under a severe fire

from the enemy's sharpshooters.
At 3:25 p. m. the assault was made on the fort. I immediately

formed my men and joined the advance column of the sailors and
marines then charging the enemy's works. We advanced at a double-

quick, under a very severe fire, and charged up to within about 100

yards of the fort. The enemy's fire then became so severe that, in spite

of the efforts of the officers, the men fell back and retreated down the
beach in some confusion. My boat's crew behaved splendidly; not one
of them failed me, although always in the front, and during the hottest

fire shouted to me that they would follow me anywhere. I received

much assistance from Mr. O'Brian, captain's clerk, of the U. S. S. Key-
stone State, a passenger on board this vessel, who volunteered his serv-

ices and was by my side during the entire day and night.

An attempt was made to rally again, and partly succeeded, when
orders were received to occupy Flag Pond battery, which we did,

remaining there throughout the night. I have to report of my boat's

crew James Connors, ordinary seaman, killed, and George Hagan, cox-

swain, William Brown, ordinary seaman, and John Eiley, landsman,
wounded.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Anthony Smalley,

Acting Ensign, U. S. Navy.
Lieutenant-Commander D. L. BrAine,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Pequot.

I was much pleased with the conduct of Henry Snow, landsman, for-

merly a soldier in the rebel Army. He worked hard with his shovel all

the early part of the day, and although greatly fatigued was one of the

first to reach the palisades fronting the fort.

A. Smalley, Acting Ensign.

Beport of Lientenaiit-Conunander Braine, U. 8. Navy, commanding V. S. 8. Pequot, regarding

ammnnition expended.

U. S. S. Pequot,
New Inlet, North Carolina, January 18, 1865.

Sib: The following is the list of ammunition expended on board the

XJ. S. S. Pequot during the bombardment of Fort Fisher, January 13,

14, and 15, 1865:

150-poander rifle

:

16-ponnd charges *0

li-pound charges 57

N W R—VOL 11 31
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150-pounder rifle

:

12-ponnd charges °

Percnssion Bhell '^^

Time shell °

Shrapnel '

30-pounder rifle:

31-pound charges ^
Percussion shell '°

32-pounder:
4^pound charges Yon
15-second shell 1°^
10-second shell ^
Solid shot "3

24-ponnder howitzer:
Charges fixed ammunition ,.

'3

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. L. Braine,

Lieutenant- Commander.
Bear-Admiral David D, Portee,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Additional report of Lieatenant-Commander Braine, V. S, Navy, recinesting the promotion of

Acting Ensign SmaUey, V. S. Kavy, for gallantry.

U. S. S. Pequot,
Cape Fear River, North Carolina, February 5, 1865.

Sir: I have heard from several sources of the bravery displayed by
Acting Ensign Anthony Smalley of this vessel in the assault upon Fort
Fisher, and have also been spoken to by Fleet Captain Lieutenant-
Commander K. E. Breese, who is personally aware of his services.

I feel it my duty to bring the same officially to your notice, asking
that this officer may bo advanced to the grade of acting master for the
part he took in the assault.

I refer to Fleet Captain Breese's endorsement* of this letter.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D, L. Braine,

Lieutenant- Commander.
Bear-Admiral David D, Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Beport of laentenant-Commander Harris, V. S. Kavy, commanding U. S. S. Yantic.

U. S. S. Yantio,
Cape Fear River, North Carolina, January 28, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to report the part this vessel took in the oper-
ations against Fort Fisher, New Inlet, North Carolina, on January 13
and 16, 1865:

' '

At 8 a. m., January 13, anchored in line No. 1, close inshore to the
'

northward of Fort FLsher, and assisted in landing troops and ammu-
nition. At 4 p. m., got underway and stood in toward the batteries in
line of battle No. 1, and at 5 p. m. anchored head and stern to the
northward and eastward of Fort Fisher and opened fire. At 6:50 in
obedience to signal, ceased firing, got underway, stood offshore and
anchored.

' Not fonnd.
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On the 15th, at 8 : 50 a. m., got underway, and in obedience to verbal
orders from yourself, stood in toward the batteries and anchored head
and stern to the northward and eastward of Fort Fisher, and immedi-
ately opened an effective fire with two IX-inch guns in port broadside,
using 10-second fuzes. At 10 : 30 sent a landing party on shore com-
posed of 42 men, in command of Acting Ensigns J. 0. Lord and S. T.
Dederer, and Acting Third Assistant Engineer George Holten, with
orders to report to Lieutenant-Commander K. E. Breese (fleet captain).
At 3: 15, in obedience to signal, ceased firing.

I am happy to state that from the rapid and accurate fire of the fleet

the enemy were completely driven from their guns, and have to report
no casualties, with the exception of 3 men in the assault on Fort Fisher

—

2 killed and 1 mortally wounded (since dead). The conduct of the ofii-

cers and crew was commendable. Being short of officers, Acting Assist-

ant Paymaster Samuel B. Huey and my clerk, 0. M. B. Harris, rendered
valuable and efficient services.

I can not close this report without making special mention of Acting
Ensign J. 0. Lord, an oflicer of merit, and one whom I have always
found prompt and energetic, ready for any service, and was a volun-
teer in the landing party from this vessel. He well deserves to be
advanced a grade. Acting Third Assistant Engineer Holten was also

a volunteer and had charge of the intrenching party. I have learned
that he was always in the advance, cheering the men on and exposing
himself in the most gallant manner. I trust that he may be made a
Third Assistant Engineer in the regular service.

Very respectfiilly, your obedient servant,
T. C. Harris,

Lieutenant- Commander.

Kear-Admiral David D, Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Bepoit of Acting Assistant Snrgeon Wheeler, V. S. Navy, legarding casualties on the V. 8. 8.

Yantic.

U. S. S. Yantio,
Off Fort Fisher, N. C, January 16, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report the following casualties on board this

vessel, resulting from the attack by the naval forces on Fort Fisher, on
the 15th instant:

Killed, 2 : William Lemon, master at arms ; shot through the head by
musket ball. Thomas Williams, second-class fireman, shot through the

head by musket ball.

Wounded, 1: James Martin, captain forecastle; reported wounded in

the knee; yet missing [died on shore 20th].*

Missing, 1: Alexander Pierson, coal heaver; reported not injured

this morning.
I am, very respectfully,

H. K. WHEELEtt,
Acting Assistant Surgeon.

Lieutenant-Commander T. 0. HARRIS,
Commanding U. S. S. Yantic.

* From log U. S. S. Tantio, January 22, 1865.
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BepoTt of Lieatenant^CominandeT Chandler, TT. 8. Navy, commanding V. S. 8. IHanmee.

U. S. S. Maxjmee,
Gape Fear River, February 4, 1865.

Admiral: I have the honor to report the part taken by this vessel

during the bombardment and fall of Fort Fisher:

On the 11th of January left Beaufort with a portion of the fleet and
anchored outside the bar. At 7:45, on the morning of the 12th, in

obedience to general signal, got underway and fell into position in line

No. 1. In doing so, fouled the gunboat Seneca. On the 13th sent all

the boats to assist in landing troops. At 5 : 10 p. m. anchoredm line of

battle with Fort Fisher bearing S. S. W. J W., 1,800 yards distant, and
commenced firing. At 5 : 55 ceased firing and hanled off for the night.

On the 14th, at 1 : 10 p. m., went on board of the flagship in obedience

to signal and received your verbal order to go in as near as possible

and endeavor to knock down the palisade around the fort; anchored
ahead the New Ironsides and sent a line from this vessel's stern to the
Ironsides's bow, and commenced a rapid and well-directed fire on the
palisades, distant about 1,300 yards. At 6 p. m. the Little Ada
brought orders to remain at anchor for the night, and to take up the
fire for one hour in succession, the firing to commence with the leading
vessel of the line. At 11 p. m, commenced the fire, and at 12 (mid-
night) the Tacony took it up. At 5:30 a. m., on the 15th, received
orders by dispatch boat to haul out of line and fill up with ammuni-
tion. None of the ordnance vessels had 32-pounder ammunition, and
some hours elapsed before I could find any. Spoke the flagship and
was informed that it could be obtained from the U. 8. S. Alabama.
She was lying about a mile to the northward of eastward of the Half
Moon battery; hauled alongside of her and filled up with ammunition.
Received also from her a 30-pounder Parrott rifle, in place of our
cracked one. As we were about casting off, a battery of three Wbit-
worth guns opened on us from the beach, distant about 1,000 yards.
Made signal to the GheroTcee and Governor Buckingham to form a line of
battle and led in to 3 fathoms of water, and in one-half an hour silenced
the battery. Proceeded to my station in the line and found that the
assault had taken place and saw the sailors retreating up the beach.
At 10 p, m. the cheers from the fort and fleet announced that Fort
Fisher was ours. On the 16th obtained some buoys from the Santiago
de Guba and a pilot from the flagship, and proceeded to sound and
buoy the channel across the bar. Finished in time for several of the
double-enders to run in, but the tide fwas| too low to admit of this
vessel's crossing. At 10 a. m., on the 17th, crossed the bar and
anchored off Federal Point. On the morning of the 19th crossed the
Rip and anchored in line of battle in Gape Fear River.

I can not speak in too high terms of the coolness and courage of the
officers and men of this vessel during the several bombardments. All
did their duty manfully.
The expenditure of ammunition from the 13th to 16th was as follows

:

117 lOO-pounder rifle shells, 206 32-pounder, and 14 30-pounder rifle.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. Chandleb,
lAeutenant-Gommander, Gommanding.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Poeter,
Gommanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Beport of Lieatenant-CommandeT Sioard, XT. 8. ITavy, oommanduig IT. 8. S, Seneca.

U. S. 8. Senboa,
New Inlet, North Carolina, January 17, 1865.

Admiral : I beg leave to sabmit the following report of the part
taken by this vessel and her crew in the operations of the 14th and 15th
instant. The Seneca was stationed near beach, with the vessels
engaged in bombarding the northeast face of Fort Fisher:
About noon of January 14, being ordered to go up outside of the iron-

clads and to endeavor to destroy a portion of the stockade of the fort, I

proceeded to my station, and anchoring (by signal), at lO-second range,
opened fire on the stockade, and shortly after turned my fire upon the
guns of the tort (by signal). For the remainder of the 14th, for two
hours of the night and until about 3 p. m. of the 15th instant, I con-
tinued to fire at the guns on the northeast parapet of Fisher. Dui-ing
this time the Seneca fired 220 Xl-inch shells and 30 20-pounder rifle

projectiles. In the bombardment this vessel was struck by a rifle shot
under the port fore chains (a glancing shot) and the rigging was slightly
cut by pieces of shells fired by vessels outside of my position.

On the afternoon of the 15th instant I went on shore with 2 officers

and 26 men, detailed from this vessel to take part in the assault on the
fort.

My men formed with the second division (to which my vessel belongs)
and advanced as far as the stockade, which runs from the eastern angle
of Fisher toward the sea; there we were met by a severe fire. After
a moment's pause we made an attempt to charge through a gap in the
stockade, but the attempt failed, and at that moment the center of the
line, being exposed to a very severe fire and being totally unprotected,
standing on an open beach, retreated along the beach. My executive
officer, myself, and 2 ofmy men, having cover at the stockade, remained
there, with about 50 officers and men of the different divisions. Some
other officers and men got cover behind sand knolls not far from us.

Being too few in number to attempt any offensive operation, we were
obliged to remain in our position until nightfall, when we came down
the beach and rejoined the rest of the landing party.

I then assisted Lieutenant-Commander K. K. Breese in getting the
sailors and marines into the intrenchments that covered the rear of the
army. I remained there during the night (with my executive officer

and 7 of my men) and returned in the morning to my vessel.

My casualties in the affair were 5 men wounded, 3 of whom I sent
north in the Quaker City.

I desire to express my sense of the coolness and conduct of Acting
Master William H. Maies (my executive officer). He was with me in

the advance and behaved gallantly. Acting Ensign Thomas Mason
and the men of the Seneca are reported by Mr. Maies as having behaved
very well indeed.
Chief Boatswain's Mate Othniel Tripp, who charged through the gap

in the stockade, I would bring to your notice as in my opinion deserv-
ing of a medal.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Montgomery Sicard,
Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy, Commanding U. S. S. Seneca.

Sear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Seport of Acting Assistant Surgeon Jolinson, V. S. Kavy, of the casualties of the TJ. 8. 8.

Pawtuiet.

U. S. S. PAWTUXET,
January 16, 1865.

Sir : I have to report the following casualties occurring among the

lauding party from this vessel yesterday, January 15:

Wounded.—WzXtet Creswick, landsman, by a musket ball in calf of

right leg, slightly; Augnste Flint, seaman, in the face, slightly.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Henry Johnson,

Acting Assistant Surgeon.

Commander J. H. SPOTTS, U. S. Navy,
Commanding TJ. 8. S. Fawtuxet.

Abstract log of the TT. 8. 8. Fawtnzet, Commander Spotts, TJ. 8. Navy.

January 11, 1865.—At 5 p. m. the most part of the fleet proceeded

outside the harbor (Beaufort).

January 13.—At 5 :30 p. m. made the fleet off New Inlet. From 8 to

midnight occasional firing from the monitors.

January 14.—At 7 a.m. got underway and steamed down toward the

fleet; came to anchor near the flagship. At 11 a. m. the ironclad

division opened fire on Fort Fisher. From 4 to 6 p. m. a detachment
of the fleet bombarded Fort Fisher. From to 8 p. m. occasional firing

from the ironclads on Fort Fisher. At 11 : 30 p. m. sent first cutter and
launch in charge of ofQcers to the Fort Donelson in obedience to an
order from the admiral.
January 15.—Commences and to 4 a. m. Shennandodh kept up a

steady firing on Fort Fisher all the watch. From 4 to 8 a. m. firing

from gunboats during the watch. At 10 : 30 a. m. the landing party left

the ship in charge of Acting Ensign Slamm. A heavy firing kept up
on Fort Fisher by the fleet. At 12 : 15 p. m. the frigates and large ves-

sels went into the engagement. At 1:30 came to anchor and moored
ship with kedge out aft and 20 fathoms of 5-inch hawser, ship's head
bearing E. S. E. Commenced firing at the fort with the IXinch guns.
At 3 the flagship made signals. At 3:37 the whistles were blown and
the admiral made signal. The troops and sailors charging the bat-
teries and Fort Fisher. Occasional firing kept up by a part of the fleet

on the left wing of the fort. At 4 : 30 p. m. the boats returned ; 3 sailors

wounded slightly (Auguste Flint, James Conolly, and Walter Creswick).

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Temple, U. 8. Navy, commanding TT. 8. 8. Pontoosno.

U. S. S. PONTOOSTJO,
Cape Fear Biver, January 20, 1865.

Sir: I have to submit the following report of the part borne by this
vessel in the operations against the rebel works at Federal Point since
the 13th instant

:

At daylight of the 13th we got underway and stood in toward the
beach in company with line No. 1 to cover and assist in the landing of
the troops. Owing to the number of accidents which had happened to
the 100-pounder Parrott rifles, and to your consequent recommendation
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in General Order No. 78, as also to tbe fact that our station in the line
brought us within easy range with the IX-inch guns, we placed the
rifles fore and aft in the waterways on the disengaged side of the ship
and brought all four of the IX-inch guns into battery on the engaged
side. And the same arrangement was again made on the 15th, so that
the rifles have not been used since Christmas. At 8 : 07 a. m. we came
into position about 600 yards from the beach, moored the vessel head
and stern, and opened fire on the shore, at the same time sending three
boats to assist in taking the troops from their transports. At about 9
o'clock we ceased firing, as the army had effected a sufficient lodgment
and no opposition was presented to them, and at 2:30 p. m. the boats
returned to the ship, having accomplished the duty assigned them. At
4 : 40 we again got underway, in company with line No. 1, and moved
down to a position near the ironclads (which were engaged in bom-
barding the fort), where we again moored, head and stern, and at 5: 10
opened fire at a point 2,200 yards range upon Fort Fisher. At 5: 40
p. m. we dropped out of action, in obedience to orders, and anchored'
for the night. There were expended in this day's firing 38 IX-inch
shells, 6 shells from the 20-pounder rifled howitzer, and 1 from the 24-

pounder smoothbore howitzer.
On the 14th we remained all day at anchor, being assigned to no

part in the bombardment or elsewhere.
On the 15th we got underway at 8:50 a. m., stood in and anchored

close under the stern of the Ironsides, with a kedge out astern, and
opened on Fort Fisher with the IX-inch guns at 1,700 yards range.
At 12 m. we shifted our position (by order) farther toward the beach,
and continued firing at the fort until 2: 15 p. m., when all the remain-
ing IX-inch shells (275 of them) had been expended, and signal being
made soon after to "cease firing," we did not have to resort to the 100-

pounder rifles. In the meantime 40 of the men, armed with cutlasses
and revolvers, under the command of Acting Ensign Louis E. Chester
and Acting Master's Mate Thomas Brown, were landed at 10 : 25 a. m.,
to participate in the assault on the fort. All of this party eventually
returned to the vessel; but Acting Ensign Chester and 6 men were
wounded, 4 of them severely and 3 slightly.

On tbe afternoon of the 16th, in attempting to cross the bar, we got
aground, but got off again without damage, and on the morning of the
17th we came inside and anchored.

I liave again to report that the oflScers and men of this vessel behaved
admirably throughout the whole affair, for, although the enemy's fire

as directed toward this vessel was comparatively insignificant, yet it

is reported to me by the officers who went with the assaulting party
that our detachment displayed coolness and courage under a withering
fire of grape, canister, and musketry from Fort Fisher, and that several

of them were afterward prominent in bringing off the wounded. I

would recommend Acting Ensign Chester to be examined (so soon as
he shall have recovered from his wound) for promotion to acting mas-
ter, not only for his share in this assault, but for his general qualities.

Eespectfnlly,
William G. Temple,

Lieutenant-Oomma/nder,

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Oommanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Beport of Actmg A°aiBtant Buigeon Fierson, IT. S. Kavy, regarduig casnalties on the U. S. S.

Fontoosuo,

U. S. S. PONTOOSXJC,
Fort Fisher, 2f. 0., January 26, 1805.

Sib : I have the honor to report the following casualties occurring
among the ofiBcers and crew of the U. S. 8. Pontoosuc, in the attack on
Fort Fisher, on the 15th instant.

Louis B. Chester, actingensign, gunshotwound ofright thigh; severe.

John P. Errikson, captain of forecastle, gunshot wound of right
elbow; severe.

Frank A, Pierce, landsman, gunshot wounds of left wrist and left

thigh; severe.

George W. McWilliams, landsman, gunshot wound of left thigh.
Clark E. Caswell, landsman, contusion of left thigh by fragment of

shell; slight.

Patrick McGrath, landsman, gunshot wound of right thigh; slight.

Francis McCoy, armorer's mate, gunshot wound over right eye ; slight.

Respectfully, your most obedient servant,
W. H. PlEESON,

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. Wavy, U, 8, 8. Pontoosuc.

Lieutenant-Commander W. G. Temple.

Additional report of Commander Temple, V. 8. Kavy commanding V. S. 8. Pontoosac, giving
list of those recommended for medals of honor.

U. S. S. Pontoosuc,
James River, Va., March 31, 1865.

Sir: After mature consideration and careful consultation with the
ofBcers of this vessel, I would recommend that medals of honor be
awarded to the following men under my command for gallantry, skill,
and coolness in action during the operations in and about Gape Fear
River, which extended from December 24, 1864, to February 22, 1865,
and which resulted in the capture of Port Fisher and Wilmington, viz

:

Robert M. Blair, boatswain's mate; Anthony Williams, sailmaker's
mate; James W.Verney, chief quartermaster; Asa Betham, coxswain;
John P. Errikson, captain offorecastle ; Clement Dees, seaman (colored)

;

George W. McWilliams, landsman, and John Anglin, boy.
Two of these men, John P. Errikson and George W. McWilliams

were so severely wounded in the naval assault upon Fort Fisher that
they were sent to the hospital at Portsmouth, Ya.; since which time I
have not heard of them, and therefore can not say where they are to be
found at present. All the others are still on board this vessel.

Respectfully,

William G. Temple,
„ „ „^ Commander.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

Beport of Commander Howell, U. 8. Navy, commanding V. 8, 8. Kerens.

U. S. S. Nereus,
Off Fort Fisher, January 16, 1865.

Admiral: I have the honor to submit the following report of thepart taken by this vessel in the operations against Fort Fisher on theiSth and 15th instant:
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January 13, at 4 : 30 a. m., got underway and took station in the line

of the first division. At 7:25 a. m. anchored and shelled woods. At
8:10 a. m. sentall boats to land troops. At 3:41 p. m. got underway
and stood toward Fort Fisher, bringing up the rear of first division.

Finding myself too far from the fort when my second ahead anchored,
I endeavored to get between two small gunboats, but was constantly
foiled byvessels which I had thought anchored movingin my way. Kept
underway and stood toward head of line and fired between the vessels

when an opportunity offered. At 5:22 p. m. signal was made "First
division retire." Stood off, and at G:45 p. m. anchored.
January 15, at 8:40 a. m., got underway by signal. At 9:30 a. m.

anchored in 4 fathoms and opened fire on the northeast face of Fort
Fisher. Trained the GOpounder Parrott on a rebel steamer lying in the
[Cape Fear] River, and fired 20-second shell. At the third fire the
steamer moved off. At 10:25 a. m. sent 43 sailors and 16 marines on
shore in charge of Acting Ensign E. G. Dayton, assisted by Acting
Ensign George Anderson and Second Assistant Engineer Philip Ecken-
roth, all of whom volunteered for the service, and whom I beg leave to

recommend as brave and zealous officers. Acting Master's Mate Wil-
liam Kushmore was left in charge ofthe boats. Keptup a fire, regulated
by signalsfrom flagship, until signal " Cease firing" was made. At about
10 p. m. heard cheering on shore, when we heartily joined in the demon-
strations in honor of the capture of Fort Fisher and its dependencies.
The firing from the Nereus was very effective. I saw but one large

gun (on the northeastern face of the fort) which was not injured in some
way.

I desireto givecredit to Acting Master E. L. Haines andActingEnsign
G. M. Smith for efiBcient service in charge of the main deck battery of

57cwt.32-pounders; to Acting Assistant Surgeon JohnK. Walsh and
Acting Assistant Paymaster B. F.Munroe for skillful and kind atten-

tion to the wounded (of this and other vessels) who were brought here
for treatment; to Senior Engineer W. Stephen Henton and his assist-

ants; to Acting Master's Mate H. E. Giraud for his laborious attention,

day and night, to the duties of signal officer; to Acting Master's Mates
Cromack and Spencer for making some capital shots, and good conduct
generally, and indeed to every officer and man in the ship. I know of

no exception.
I wish toexpressmy indebtedness to the executive officer ofthe Nereus,

Lieutenant H. E. Mnllan, and beg to recommend him to your favorable

notice.

With congratulations on the glorious victory achieved by the united

services, I am, admiral.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. C. Howell,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Rear-Admiral D. D. PoRTKE,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, offFort Fisher.

Beport of Acting Assistant Surgeon Walsh, U. S. Kavy, regarding casnalttes on the V. S. S.

ITerens.

U. S. S. Neeetts,
New Inlet, North Carolina, January 16, 1865.

Sir : I beg leave to report the following casualties amongst the men
ashore from this vessel

:

Killed.—Frederick Untiedt, seaman; James Moran, coxswain; Pat-

rick Murray, landsman.
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Wounded.—Henry Myers, seaman, compound comminuted fracture of

tibia from gunshot wound ; John Ferguson, captain of forecastle, gun-

shot wound of foot. Isaac Hindman, seaman, gunshot wound of scalp.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John K. Waxsh,
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Navy.

Commander John 0. Howell, U. S. Navy,
Commanding.

Beport of Acting AsmBtant Sargeon Walsh, V. 8. Navy, giving list of those transfeiied from

the XT. 8. 8. Nerens to the Norfolk hospital.

U. S. S. Neeetjs,

Off Fort Fisher, N. C, January 17, 1865.

Sir : The following-named officers and men were received on board

this ship on Sunday evening, and following morning transferred to

Santiago de Cuba for passage to Norfolk hospital, viz:

E. D. Evans, ensign, U, 8. S. Powhatan; John F. Merry, acting ensign,

U. S. S. Osceola; Arthur F. Aldrich, acting master's mate, Tuscarora;

WUliam H. Terry, corporal marines, U. S. S. Vanderbilt; Henry Sigel,

seaman, U. S. S. Fort Jackson.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Walsh,
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Navy.

Commander Jno. C. Howell, TJ. S. Navy,
Commanding.

Minutes of bombardment, taken on board the IT. 8. S. Nerens.

January 13, 1865.—At 4:30 a. m. got underway and drifted. At
6:55 the Brooklyn fired the first gun, shelling the woods, followed by
several other vessels. At 7:04 standing inshore; cleared away all

boats ready for lowering. At 7 : 09 beat to quarters. At 7 : 25 came to
anchor. At 7 : 40 opened tire with the 60-pounder and followed with
the rest of the battery. At 8:16 called away all boats to land the
troops. At 8:35 the troops commenced landing, the woods being
shelled by the gunboats at the same time. At 8 : 40 the Ironsides and
monitors opened fire on Fort Fisher. At 9 : 04 this vessel ceased firing
by signal from flagship. At 11:30 one of the frigates opened fire on
Fort Fisher. Weighed the stern anchor. At 3: 41 p. m. hove up the
anchor and started in line toward Fort Fisher; nearly all the troops on
shore. At 4 : 44 p. m. several of the large vessels opened on Fort
Fisher. At 5 : 16 p. m. opened on the fort with the 30-pounder forward,
and followed with the 60-ponnder. At 5 : 22 the admiral signaled,
" First division retire." We then stood offshore. At 6 : 36 ran the
main-deck battery out and closed the ports. At 6: 45 came to anchor.
January 14, 1865.—At 10:40 a. m. hove up the anchor. At 10:55

came to anchor again. At 1 p. m. got underway to get in line. At
1 : 34 came to again.
January 35.—At 8: 35 p. m. hove up the anchor. At 8: 40 flagship

made signal, " Eepair on board." At 9 : 10 Captain Howell returned on
board with a mail. At 9:30 commenced firing and came to anchor In
4J fathoms water within half a mile of Fort Fisher. A rebel steamer
was discovered in the river back of the fort; directed the fire of our
forward rifle guns at her, which caused her to haul over to the other
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side of the river. At 10 : 05 the flagship made signal to have the land-

ing parties ready. At 10:25, in obedience to signal, sent our boats,

containing 50 seamen and marines, to Join in the landing, under com-
mand ofActing Ensign E. Or. Dayton, assisted byActing Ensign George
Anderson and Master's Mate William Eushmore. At 10 : 45 the sea-

men and marines commenced landing, a sharp fire being kept up on the
fort all the time. At 12 : 30 the rebels opened fire with one small gun
from the fort on our men, and shortly afterwards a wounded man was
carried along the beach. At 1 p. m. the Brooklyn got into action again,
veered chain, as the ship was dragging, and the admiral signaled,
" Fire rapidly." At 1 : 45 p. m. the first division of seamen and marines
marched up the beach toward the fort. At 1 : 55 the second division

followed. At 2 : 20 the soldiers and seamen were marching up to storm
Fort Fisher, At 2 : 45 the admiral again signaled, " Fire rapidly." At
3:35 the assault was made (the vessels ceased firing) on the fort, the
seamen going up toward the sea front and the soldiers to the rear of
the fort. The rebels opened a murderous fire of musketry, grape and
canister, on the seamen, so that they were compelled to fall back. At
3 : 40 the soldiers were mounting the mounds of the fort very rapidly,

and commenced fighting with the rebels. At 4:10 the rebels opened
fire with one gun on the troops. The Pequot was disabled and towed
outside of the line bf fire; the Ironsides and a few other boats kept a
sharp fire on the sea front of the fort, where the rebels were using the
gun against our people. At 5:40 Mr. Eushmore returned on board,
bringing 2 of our men wounded, and reported 4 of our men killed. At
6 : 35 the launch came off (towing one of the cutters), having 9 per-

sons in.

Abstract log of the TT. S. S. Nyack, lieatenant-Coinniander Kewman, IT. S. Harry.

December 30, 1864.—Lying at anchor oif Fort Caswell. At 10 : 30 a. m.
a steamer showing the Confederate flag made its appearance and came
to anchor under Fort Caswell.
January 13, 1865.—Off Fort Caswell, Wilmington Bar. Heavy fir-

ing heard in the direction of Fort Fisher. A rebel steamer seen inside

the river.

January 14.—Heavy cannonading in the direction of Fort Fisher.

At 3 p. m. black smoke appeared rising from the fort.

January 16.—Cruising off the bar. At 10 : 20 p. m., a blockade runner
being heard and seen inshore, went to quarters. At 10 : 50 gave up the

chase and stood inshore.

January 17.—At 1 : 20 a. m. a fire broke out in Fort Caswell and at

1: 30 a heavy explosion was heard and seen, followed by a succession

of explosions and fires, which lasted during the entire watch. At 10

a. m. two explosions took place at Fort Caswell. At 4 p. m. discovered

our fleet lying inside of Fort Fisher.

Report of Commodore Lanman, TT. S. Navy, commanding second division, transmitting minute*

of bombardment taken on board the T7. 8. S. Uinnesota.

U. S. S. Minnesota.
Off Hew Inlet, North Carolina, January 17, 1865.

Admiral : I have the honor to submit the accompanying minutes,

taken on the quarter-deck of this vessel on the 13th and 15th of Janu-
ary, 1865, during the bombardment of Fort Fisher. Also the reports

from several officers of this ship.
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As in my report of the action of the 24th and 25th of December, it

gives me great pleasure to state that in the recent engagement the con-
duct of all the officers, men, marines, and boys on board the Minnesota
was entirely satisfactory. J3very one performed his duty to the utmost
of his ability.

Considering the absence of so large a number (240 officers and men)
for the assaulting party on the 15th instant, the working and practice
of the guns could not have been better, and many excellent shots were
made. In a word, all performed their duty in the most creditable
manner.
Agreeable to signal on the 15th instant, the boats left with the

assaulting party fully equipped, all under the command of Lieutenant-
Commander James Parker, whose official report I shall have the honor
to forward.

It may be proper to mention that with the assaulting party of sailors
and marines were a number of firemen and coal heavers from the engi-
neer department.

I have the honor, to be, your obedient servant,
Joseph Lanman,

Oommodore, Gomdg. Second Division^ North Atlantic Squadron.
Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

[Encloaore.]

Minutes, January IS, 1865, hy 0. B. McCurdy, captain's clerk.

Fort Fisher bearing S. W. by W., 8 miles distant.
At 5 a. m. got underway, standing inshore.
At 7 a. m. beat to quarters and prepared for action.
At 7 : 20 a. m. U. S. S, BrooMyn opened fire upon the woods.
At 7 : 30 a. m. hailed by an officer, ordering to intercept the BrooMyn

and anchor as close ahead of her as possible.
At 8:15 a. m. flagship made signal to anchor 800 yards ahead of the

BrooMyn.
At 8:30 a. m. the Minnesota commenced shelling the woods: fired

very slowly.
At 8 : 35 a. m., Fort Fisher bearing S. W. by W., wind W. N, W., let

go the kedge about 800 yards ahead of the BrooMyn and from 800 to
1,000 yards from the beach, with the Colorado on our port quarter.
At 8: 40 a. m. let go port anchor.
At 8: 45 a. m., agreeable to signal from flagship, lowered and got out

all boats (eleven).

At 9: 05 a. m. general signal to cease firing.
At 12 : 10 p. m. dinner at quarters.
At 3: 05 p. m. signal from flagship to recall all boats.
At 3: 10 p. m. signal to get underway. Stern hawser got foul of the

rudderpost.
At 4 p. m. boats returned.

T^'^M-'?^ ?;
™-.took position on starboard quarter of the Colorado.

Fort Fisher bearmg W. by 8.; Mound W. 8. W., wind 8. W., and let gothe kedge about 1,500 or 1,600 yards from the fort.
^

At 5
:
25 pm., as soon as the guns bore upon Fort Fisher, the Mrme-

soto opened fire.
'

At 6: 30 p. m. let go port anchor.

of actf n'
™" ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^ °^^^ ordering to cease firing and drop out

Hove up anchor, and at 6:40 p. m. retired, steaming out about 3miles to the northward and eastward of Fort Fisher.
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January 15, 1865.

Fort Fisher bearing S. W. by W., 3 miles distant.
At 3 : 50 a. m. called all hands.
At 5 a. m. got underway.
At 7 : 35 a. m. out all boats.
At 7 : 45 a. m. hailed by tug and ordered to send picks and spades

with landing party.
At 7 : 55 a. ni. beat to quarters.
At 8 : 15 a. m. signal from flagship to " remain where you are (about

2 miles from the fort) in close order."
At 9 : 15 a. m. signal from the flagship for the Minnesota alone to pro-

ceed and take position.

At 9 : 25 a. m. hailed by an oflQcer and ordered to fire by divisions,
and to endeavor to dismount the guns on Fort Fisher.
At 9 : 35 a. m. Fort Fisher bearing 8. W. by W. J W., distance about

1,400 yards. Mound S. W. J W., wind light to the northward and west-
ward; let go the kedge and run out a spring to the New Ironsides.
At 9 : 45 a. m. let go port anchor and opened fire by divisions upon

Fort Fisher; saw men ascending the Mound.
At 9:55 a. m. general signal to man and arm all boats.
At 10 a. m. U. 8. 8. Colorado passed on our port bow, opening fire as

soon as she passed and took position.

At 11 a. m. all boats with the assaulting party, under the command
of Lieutenant-Commander Parker, left the ship.

At 12 : 20 p. m. dinner at quarters.
At 12:25 p. m. signal from flagship to fire rapidly.
At 12:i30 p. m. hailed by an ofllcer, ordering to fire rapidly, accu-

rately, and at the fort.

At 12: 40 p. m. signal from flagship to fire more deliberately.

At 1 p. m. hailed by tug and ordered to fire slowly, and to look out
for signal to fire rapidly again.

At 1 : 20 p. m. hailed again and ordered to fire rapidly.

At 1 : 30 p. m. signal to fire more rapidly.

At 2 : 15 p. m. U. 8. 8. BrooMyn carried away our hawser, causing the
ship to swing out of range.
At 2 : 35 p. m. sent boat to the New Ironsides to cast off our hawser.
At 2 : 40 p. m. signal from the flagship to Are rapidly.

At 3 p. m. blew the steam whistle, the signal that the assault was
being made.
At 4 p. m. flagship made signal to cease firing.

At 6 : 15 p. m. hailed by tug and ordered to open fire upon the low
ground between Fort Fisher and the Mound, as the rebels were landing
&oops there. Sent hawser to the BrooMyn to spring ship.

At 7 : 15 p. m. opened fire and fired rapidly.

At 8 p. m. parted our hawser and ceased firing.

At 8 : 20 p. m. hailed by an officer directing to fire more to the left

than before, the 150-pounder Parrott gun alone bearing.

At 9 : 30 p. m. made signal to flagship that there was musketry firing

between the fort and Mound.
At 10 p. m. fort surrendered. Blew whistle and fired rockets and

cheered ship.

Very respectfully submitted.
Joseph Lanman,

Commodore, Comdg. Second Division, North AtUmtic Squadron,

Eear-Admiral Dated D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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Additional leport of Commodore TiaTiman, IT. 8, Navy, commanding V. 8. 8, Hinnesota, in com-
mendation of certain officers of that vesseL

U. S. 8. Minnesota,
Off Fort Fisher, If. C, January 17, 1865.

Admiral : I have the honor herewith to enclose a very interesting

report from Lieutenant-Commander James Parker, the executive officer

of this ship, who, immediately upon the receipt of your General Order
No. 81, volunteered to command the assaulting party; and as I was not
aware to whom it was designed to give the command, I consented to
the request of Lieutenant-Commander Parker. He devoted himself to
the selection of the men and the thorough organization of the party
from this ship, and was indefatigable in having every arrangement
complete for the success of your plans for the assault. I need not
refer to his course of action after he had landed, upon learning that
Lieutenant-Commander Breese, fleet captain (his junior in rank), was to
have the command of the expedition. I think Lieutenant-Commander
Parker's decision (to waive rank) was highly honorable and creditable
to him.
Acting Ensign James Birtwistle and Acting Ensign F. A. O'Connor

have for some months been watch officers under my command. I have
ever found them attentive to their duty and perfectly correct in their
official and gentlemanly deportment; also Acting Master's Mate Joseph
M. Simms is a most worthy and correct young man. These gentlemen
are, in my opinion, most justly worthy of the high encomium bestowed
upon them for their gallantry in the sanguinary assault upon the fort.
As it would not have been becoming of Lieutenant-Commander

Parker to speak of himself, I have conversed with Acting Ensigns
Birtwistle and O'Connor in regard to the conduct of Lieutenant-
Commander Parker during the assault. These gentlemen represent
him as most conspicuous for bravery and daring. In their opinion no
person could possibly have been more so. He endeavored to rally and
urge on his men to the utmost of his ability, and, in short, they repre-
sent his whole course as most highly meritorious.
In conclusion, I am pleased to say that I am much indebted to

Lieutenant-Commander Parker for his able assistance as executive
officer, finding him ever ready to perform his whole duty, and this, too,
at a time when he thought himself in a humiliating position, having so
lately been deprived of a handsome command.

In view of this most creditable record, I would respectfully request
that Lieutenant-Commander Parker may have your most favorable and
honorable consideration, though I am aware that it is only necessary
to bring these facts to your notice to insure all that he could desire
The conduct of Captain Butler and Lieutenant Woodward is repre-

sented as having been highly commendable; also, from the report of
Lieutenant Woodward, Acting Ensigns Birtwistle and O'Connor and
their sad but conclusive testimony of finding so many (five or six) dead
bodies of our crew within 30 to 50 feet of the stockade, and more than
?
of our wounded men, I am induced to believe that a large number

of the Mmnesota were well in the advance, which Is so verv much to
their credit, and I trust may be brought to your notice.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

n J ^ ^ c -. ^ Joseph Lanman,
Oommodore, Oomdg. Second Division, North Atlantic Squadron.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.
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BepoTt of Lieutenant-Commander Parker, IT. 8, Ravy, commanding assaulting party from the
V. S. S. Uinnesota.

U. S. Fkigatb Minnesota,
Off Fort Fisher, N. C, January 16, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part
taken by the officers and men detailed from this ship in the assault
upon Fort Fisher

:

The party consisted of 190 officers, sailors, and firemen, and of 61
marines.
The sailors were divided into four companies, to which proper

sergeants and corporals were assigned. Very many of the men had
been in the Army; such as had been were armed with Sharps rifles,

and the rest with cutlasses and revolvers or pistols.
The first company (49 men) was commanded by Lieutenant E. T.

Woodward.
Second company (47 men), Acting Ensign James Birtwistle; third

company (47 men), Acting Ensign F. A. O'Connor; fourth company
(44 men), Acting Master's Mate Joseph M. Simms; the marines (50
men). Captain George Butler.

Assistant Surgeon William Longshaw, jr., accompanied the party to
take care of the wounded, and Sailmaker Thomas O. Fassett to remain
in charge of the boats.
The whole party, 241 in all, was under my command.
We left the ship at 11 a. m., and landed ou the beach about one mile

and a half from Fort Fisher.
Upon landing, 1 found that the whole assaulting party had been

placed by the admiral under command of Lieutenant-Commander K. R,
Breese, the fleet captain. I am his senior, but I decided to act as his
subordinate on this occasion, and to go with my men.
The sailors were formed in three divisions, according to the divisions

of the fleet, each division under the command of the senior officer from
that division. The marines formed a separate division under the com-
mand of their senior officer. The men were formed in column and
advanced up the beach toward Fort Fisher some distance. The enemy
opened upon us with shell and grape, and it was deemed advisable to
form in line. This was done, the marines in front, and then the march
toward the fort was resumed by the right flank of companies. Discov.
ering that the beach offered some protection to the force, the flank
march was again resumed, and we went along the beach close to the
water's edge, until about halfa mile from the fort. Here the men were
ordered to lie down under cover of the crest of the beach to await the
assault of the army. The enemy kept up the fire with their rifles and
occasionally treated us to a stand of grape, while the shells of the fleet

passing over us on their way to the fort made horrid music, and some
few, bursting prematurely, scattered their fragments rather nearer than
was agreeable.
About 3 o'clock the troops were observed moving to the assault, and

the order was given to the sailors and marines to advance.
This they gallantly and rapidly did, under a very heavy fire of

musketry and occasional grape from the enemy, which became very
hot as soon as the fire from the fleet ceased.

The assaulting column pressed forward until we reached the palisades
of the fort at their point of junction with the beach, and a few of the
ofBcers and men pressed beyond them a few yards.

Here the fire of the enemy became so hot that the advance along the
beach was checked, and the direction of the advance was changed along
the palisades.
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Many oflScers and men had been killed, and large numbers woanded.
I had been fortunate enough to reach the palisade in safety, and was
among those at the point nearest the fort. Quite a large number (per-

haps 200) of offlcers and men were congregated along the palisades.

All the oflScers from this ship, including Captain Butler, of the marines,

were there except Lieutenant Woodward, and the latter was near some
sand hills only a few yards off. Yery nearly all our sailors were there,

and some of our marines.
For some cause or other, the mass of the sailors and marines had

halted nearly a quarter of a mile to the northward and laid down under
cover of the crest of the beach.
While reconnoitering through the palisades, I observed quite a num-

ber of the enemy upon the parapet of the fort witbout arms in their

hands, waving their hats to us as if desirous to surrender.
I gave the order to advance, and advanced, followed by quite a large

number of oflQcers and men to the top of the sand hill, and partly
through the breach there in the palisades. As I did so I turned to see
if the others were following, and to my surprise I saw that, seized with
a panic, the men were retreating on the run. Only about 60 remained
with me. I tried, and so did others, in vain to rally them, and finding
that the enemy were concentrating their fire upon those who remained,
I ordered these behind the palisades and went myself.
Here the party remained until dark, wlien we came safely away,

bringing with us our wounded, our arms, and our colors.

It gives me great pleasure to testify to the gallant conduct of all the
ofBcera and most of the men from this ship. It is my beliefthat nearly
all the men reached the palisades. Of about 20 to 25 (not more than
the latter number) dead that fell at that point, 8 were sailors of the
Minnesota.
The conduct of Acting Ensigns James Birtwistle and Frederick A.

O'Connor, and of Acting Master's Mate Joseph M. Simms, was splen-
didly gallant. They were all wounded, Messrs. O'Connor and Simms
being struck down atray sifle on the sand hill referred to, and Mr. Birt-
wistle while vainly endeavoring to rally the men.

I earnestly ask that they all be recommend for promotion. The first
two named hold their present appointments as a reward for gallant con-
duct under fire. All three richly merit such reward.
Captain George Butler, of the marines, also deserves mention for

coolness and bravery. He reached and remained near the palisades and
a short distance Inside them.
Lieutenant E. T. Woodward behaved bravely.
Iregret toreport thedeath ofAssistant Surgeon William Longshaw, jr.

He was always near the front with instruments and tourniquets, and
was bending over a wounded and dying man when he was shot in the
head and instantly killed. Their bodies were found together after the
battle. His bravery was conspicuous, and he nobly discharged the
duties of his office.

The following-named of the sailors and marines of this ship greatly
distinguished themselves by their bravery. They deserve promotion
and medals

:

Charles Mills, seaman, charged up to the palisades and remained
there when the panic seized the men . At the risk of his life he remained
with and assisted Acting Ensign O'Connor (wounded) from the field
after dark.
Thomas Conner, ordinary seaman, did the same, and, with others

brought off Acting Master's Mate Simms (wounded). The latter had
to be carried.
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David L. Bass, seaman; Franklin L. Wilcox, ordinary seaman;
Thomas Harcourt, ordinary seaman, and Gordon B. Barter, landsman;
CorporalJohn liannahan and Privates John Shivers and Henry Thomp-
son all behaved bravely. They were the only three marines that I
noticed at the front. Thompson got nearer the fort than any one from
our ship by a few yards. They all remained there when the panic
carried the mass away.

I regret to report that Glaas Zerks, seaman ; George T. Price, ordi-

nary seaman; Joseph Mullen, landsman; Andrew Forman, landsman;
John W. Shepperd, landsman ; William Burke, private marine; Daniel
O'Neal, private marine—7 in all—were killed in the assault; and that
Francis Foster, seaman; William Johnson, seaman; Charles Freeman,
seaman; James Dillon, seaman ; Henry Wallace, seaman ; John Gava-
nagh, seaman; Louis Ginbertier, seaman; Joseph Dove, ordinary sea
man; George Blake, ordinary seaman ; John Haggerty, landsman; John
Jackson, landsman; William Lonsdale, landsman ; Frank Davis, lands-
man; John Klain, landsman; Joseph Simmerman, private marine;
Nathaniel O'Donnell, private marine; Thomas O'Leary, corporal; John
A. Haskins, ordinary seaman; John Calhoun, private marine; John
McKay, seaman, and Edward O'Brien, private marine, and William
Duggan, private, were wounded—25 in all. Total killed piud wounded,
inclusive of Assistant Surgeon Longshaw, killed. Acting Ensigns Birt-

wistle and O'Connor, and Acting Master's Mate Simms, wounded, 33.

In conclusion, allow me to say that although unsuccessful, our naval
assault was productive of much good, for it kept a large force of the
enemy at that angle of the fort and proportionately decreased the force
the army had to contend with.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jamks Pabeeb,

Lieutenant-Gommander and Executive Officer.

Commodore Joseph Lanman,
Gommanding Minnesota.

Beport of Lientenant-Commander Farkei, V. 8. Navy, of the assault by naval forces upon Foit
Fisher.

U. S. Ship Minnesota,
Off Fort Fisher, N. G., January 16, 1865.

Admiral : I have the honor to submit the following in regard to the
assault made upon Fort Fisher on the 15th instant by the officers, sail-

ors, and marines of the fleet under your command, who were detailed

for the performance of that duty:
The signal for landing was made at about 10 o'clock a. m. ; by noon

all were landed and formed on the beach.
I found Lientenant-Commander K. E. Breese representing you in the

command. Although I am his senior, still, as you bad assigned him to

the command, I at once decided to act as his subordinate.

The sailors were formed in three divisions, according to the divisions

of the fleet. To Lientenant-Commander C. H. Cushman WdS assigned

the command of the first division; the command of the second division

fell to me; that of the third division to Lieutenant-Commander Thomas
O. Selfridge. The marines formed a fourth division, under command of

Captain L. L. Dawson, of the Colorado.

After assembling, the several divisions on the beach, they were all

marched by the flank to a point about a mile from Fort Fisher, and

N w K—VOL 11 32



498 NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

they were formed in parallel lines, perpendicular to the beach and to the
fire of the fort; the marine division in the front, and the others in

the order of their numbers.
The men who had been detailed for intrenching duty had, as soon as

landed, been sent forward under command of Lieutenants. W.Preston,
and,under a brisk fire of grape and musketry from the fort, been engaged
in digging rifle pits.

By the time this last formation was had, the enemy had opened upon
us with grape and shell, and from this time out we were constantly
under fire.

After forming, the force was marched to the front by the right flank
of companies, until near enough for the enemy to open upon us with
rifles, when the divisions were again marched by the left flank along the
beach until about half a mile from the fort, where the men were ordered
to lie down under cover of the crest of the beach to await the assault of
the army.
The force thus rested for about half an hour, all the time under a fire

of musketry and occasionally grape from the fort, by which several were
wounded, and, I believe, one or two killed. At the same time the fleet

was firing over us at the fort, and many shells bursting prematurely
scattered their fragments in alarming proximity.

I append a plan showing the line of march from the time of landing.
At about 3 o'clock, the army was observed moving to the assault, and

the order was given for the sailors and marines to advance. This they
gallantly did, cheering as they went "on the run" (by the flank) along
the beach, and in a short time reached the point "A," marked upon the
plan, at which the palisades of the fort join the beach. As soon as
the fleet observed that the assault had begun, the steam whistles were
sounded, and the firing at the fort completely ceased. Observing this,
the enemy opened a heavy fire upon us of musketry and grape, which
soon became very hot. A few of the officers and men pressed beyond
the palisades, but the advance along the beach was there checked, and
turned along the palisades toward the fort. In the hurry ofthe advance,
the different divisions had somewhat intermingled, and a large number
of officers and sailors and a few marines were thus congregated at " A,"
and almost every shot from the enemy carried its message of wound or
death to some one of our number. Lieutenants Preston and Porter and
Acting Ensign Wiley (of the Montgomery) had fallen, dead ; Lieutenants
Lamson and Bache and many otber officers, both regulars and volun-
teers, had been wounded, and many men had been killed and wounded.

Seeing the advance had been checked, the rear also at once halted,
and sought the cover of the crest of the beach . Quite a large space was
left between that part of the force congregated at "A" and the rest of
it. The marines, with a few exceptions, were quite far down the beach.
I desire to name Captain George Butler and Lieutenant William Wal-
lace as being at the front.

At this time Lieutenant-Commander Breese, who had been all the
time in the front of the advance, endeavored to bring the rear forward
but without avail. The officers and men at the point "A" withstood for
a long time the hot fire of the enemy, now not more than 60 or 70 yards
off from us, without being able to return it.

I had been fortunate enough to reach unhurt the point «B," marked
upon the plan, and at this time (observing some rebels upon the para-
pet of the fort who were seemingly unarmed, waving their hats to usand beckoning us forward) gave the order "Forward," and advanced'
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followed by many officers, both regalar and volunteer, and men, includ-
ing a few marines. As I did so, I turned to see if the rest of the men
were following, and to my intense surprise and mortification saw that
a panic had seized the force and that they were iiigloriously flying along
the beach away from the fort. Some of the officers (prominent amongst
whom I observed Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge) tried to rally them,
and their fellow-men who were near me reproached them for their shame-
ful conduct, but in vain—all but about 60 fled. The enemy began to
cheer, and at once concentrated their whole fire upon the small band
who had not fled. In an instant four officers, Lieutenant-Commander
Cushman, Acting Ensign Frederick A. O'Connor, Acting Master's Mate
Joseph M. Simms, and [Arthur F.] Aldrich (of the Tu8carora) were
wounded, and fell at my side. I saw that any further attempt at
advance would, with our small number, be folly, and so ordered all who
were left to seek the protection of the angle ("B") of the palisades.
This we did, and remained there until dark, all the while exposed to
the enemy, who never failed to fire at any one who showed himself.
After dark we all came safely away, bringing our wounded, our colors,

and our arms.
Five gallant fellows, viz. Acting Ensign George T. Davis, of the

Wabash, Acting Master's Mate Aldrich, of the Tuscarora, Louis C.
Shepard, sailor, of the Wabash, one man (name unknown to me), a
petty officer from the Tacony, and Private of Marines Henry Thomp-
son, of the Minnesota, got a few paces beyond " B." Mr. Aldrich was
severely wounded, and the petty officer was killed.

I am utterly at a loss to explain the panic which, after they had so
gallantly charged up to the enemy's works, and the prospect of success
was so good, seized upon the force. It was certainly not want of cour-

age, for during the long time the column had been under fire not a man
had wavered ; and the advance to the assault was as splendid as could
have been made by veterans.
Lieutenant-Commander K. B. Breese, who commanded the assault-

ing party, added to his already well-earned and established reputation
for bravery and cool judgment in battle. He led the advance to the
palisades, and when he saw the rear delaying, endeavored, sword in

hand, to bring them forward to our support. Failing to accomplish
this, he returned, under a shower of bullets directed at him alone, to
the sand hills at "0," and when it seemed no longer useful to remain
there, coolly followed the retreated mass. How he escaped death is a
marvel to me.
Lieutenant-Commanders Charles H. Cushman (wounded) and Mont-

gomery Sicard ; Lieutenants N. H. Farquhar, R. H. Lamson, Smith W.
Nichols, and John R. Bartlett; Acting Master W. H. Maies (of the
Seneca); Acting Ensigns George T. Davis ( Waba8h),-Ja,mes Birtwistle,

and P. A. O'Connor (Minnesota) ; Dayton, of the Nereus, and an acting
ensign firom the Gettysburg (whose name Lieutenant Lamson will sup-

ply) ; Acting Master's Mate Joseph M. Simms {Minnesota), and [Arthur

¥.] Aldrich {Ttiscarora), both wounded, all behaved very gallantly,

and did not retreat until I ordered them, after dark, to do so. I have
named them because they are all known to me. There were others

there, equally brave and worthy, whose names, unfortunately, are not
in my possession.

I have called the attention of my commanding officer (Commodore
Lanman) to Acting Ensigns Birtwistle and O'Connor. Both these

gentlemen hold their present appointments as a reward of gallant con-

duct under fire. They are both competent, intelligent, and perfectly
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correct young men; and they well deserve another step upward. I ear-

nestly press them upon your notice.

Acting Master's Mates Joseph M. Simms and [Arthur F.] Aldrich
(
Tus-

earora) are fine young men. Simms I personally know to be eminently
worthy; of Aldrich, Gouimander Frailey, of the Tuscarora, speaks in

high terms. Both were severely wounded while in the extreme front;

both richly merit their promotion.
I desire to say a few words i n respect to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-

Commander Joseph D. Danels, of the Vanderbilt. He came ashore in

command of the party from his vessel, and was of my division.

Although fitter for the sick bed of a hospital than for the field, he per-

sisted in going to the assault. He started with us, marched until his

strength gave out and his weak body was unable to carry his brave
heart forward, when by my orders he went into the trench thrown up
by Lieutenant Preston's party. It was no fault of his that he was not
found in the front of the advance when the order to charge came.
Of those gallant dead the country may well be proud. They can

be illy spared, but their names will be treasured as an inspiration for

the future.

Preston and Porter were killed at the front, and Assistant Surgeon
William Longshaw, jr., after adding to the reputation for bravery
which he gained under fire of the batteries at Charleston while serving
on board the ironclad Lehigh, was shot by the enemy as he was binding
up the wounds of a dying man. Their dead bodies were found lying
side by side the next morning.

It is painful to write such a record, but I feel compelled to state that
I often saw the rebels deliberately fire in squads at the wounded who
were endeavoring to crawl away.

I can not close this report, admiral, without saying that, although
our naval assault did not meet with the success you hoped for, still it

was of vast service to the country. I have conversed, since the fort
was taken, with many rebel oflQcers and men (prisoners), and all are
unanimous in saying that a large part of their force was kept at the
sea facie to resist our attack. I know that a large force was there to
resist us. It is no detraction from the eminent skill and bravery dis-
played by our brethern of the Army to claim this much credit for our
sailors.

I had hoped to send you a complete list * of all those who were not
affected by the panic and remained at " B." One was taken, but I am
not able now to learn who has it. It will doubtless be found, and I
shall forward it whenever it is found.

I congratulate you, sir, upon the great victory which the fleet under
your command has, in conjunction with the Army, so gloriously won
and am,

'

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James Pabkeb,
Ideutenant-Commander,

Eear-Admiral David D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

•Seep. 514.
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BepoTt of laentenant-Commander Faiker, IT. S. Kavy, commending certain officers for

gallantry.

U. S. S. Maumee,
James Biver, Virginia, March 10, 1865.

Admiral : In my report dated January 16, 1865, 1 made mention of

a list of oflBcers and men who had not fled. So far as I am aware the

list has not been found ; but several names have been brought to my
knowledge of officers who distinguished themselves on that occasion

and who, in the hurry of making the reports, were not mentioned.

Acting Ensign (regular) E. D, Evans was wounded in the leg just

after reaching the end of the palisade. He bound up the wound with

his handkerchief, and then pressed on until he fell with a second wound
in the kneejoint. Prom all I can learn his bravery and determination

to enter the fort were equaled by few and excelled by none. He now
lies in a critical state at the naval hospital, Norfolk.

Acting Ensign John F. Merry, of the Qsceola, was also wounded,
and like Acting Ensign Evans pressed on until a second wound pre-

vented him from making further progress.

Acting Ensign Perry, of the Colorado, also behaved gallantly, as

did Acting Master's Mate James G. Paine, of the Mohican.
I have the honor to request that this may be forwarded to the

Department as a supplement to my report of January 16, and am,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James Parker,
Lieutenant- Commander.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Sqtiadron.

Beport of lientenant-Commander Parker, U. B. Kavy, forwarding report of ammunition
expended.

U. S. Frigate Minnesota,
Off Fort Fisher, N. C, January 16, 1865.

Sir : I enclose report of the gunner of the ammunition expended on
board this vessel during the action of the 13th and 15th instant. There
is nothing to report in the other departments.
So far as I observed, every officer and man did his utmost to bring

about the glorious victory that has been achieved.
It only remains for me to congratulate you upon the happy termina-

tion of the "Wilmington expedition."
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James Parker,
Lieutenant-Commander and Executive Officer.

Commodore Joseph Lanman,
Commanding Minnesota.

[Enolosnre.]

Report of ammunition expended on board of the TJ. S. frigate Minne-
sota on the 13th and 15th instant at the bombardment of Fort Fisher,
viz:

Xl-inch charges, 15 pounds 7q
IX-iuch charges, 10 pounds !.'.!!!!^!!! 1 495
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150-j)ouuder charges, 16 pounds 49
150-pounder charges, 12 pounds .- 40

Total pounds of powder 17,264

Xl-inch shell, loaded and fuzed ^ 70
IX-inch shell, loaded and fuzed 1,495
150-poundeT shell, loaded and fuzed ^ ^ 89

Total number of shots ^ ^ 1,654

Very respectfully submitted, January 16, 1865.

BOBEBT H. GbosS,
Gunner.

Commodore Joseph Lanman,
Commanding U. 8. Frigate Minnesota.

Beport of Commodore T.»tiTn«Ti, ;;. s. Navy, giving a corrected list of casualties on the V. 8. 8.

Mumesota.

TJ. S. S. Minnesota,
At Sea, January 19, 1865.

Admibal: I have the honor to herewith forward a correct list of
casualties during the recent engagement with Fort Fisher. There were
some unavoidable errors in my last. I believe this to be correct. The
following are the corrections made in the list of January 16

:

Edwin Bowman, seaman, reported killed, not dead.
Henry T. Ogier (seaman), Charles Divers (seaman), and Glaus Zerks

(seaman), not reported, were killed.

William Duggan (marine), Nathaniel O'DonneU (marine), and John
Calhoun (marine), not reported, were wounded.
John Williams, 4th (seaman), and Charles H. Thomas (colored sea-

man), not reported, are missing.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
Joseph Lanman,

Commodore, Comdg. Second Division, North Atlantic Squadron.

[Bnclosnre.]

KILLED.

Name. Bate. Bemarka.

Afisietant aorgeon In action.
Do.

do Id explosion.
Do.do

do Do.
Captain forecastle
Ordinary seaman
....do

Do.
Do.

In action.

do In explosion.

do Do.
do Do.
do

In action.

do Do.

Total in action
Total in explosion .
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WOUNDED.

Name.

James Birtwiatle
Fred. A. O'Connor
Joseph H. Siroma
Charles Freeman
Francis Foster
John K. Cavanagb . .

.

Henry Wallace
William J obnson
Lewis Ginbertier
James Dillon
John McKay
Joseph Dool
George Blake. .*.

John Ij. Hawkins
John Jackson
Frank Davies
William Lonsdale ...

John Klain
John Hagg erty
Daniel O'Kane'
Thomas O'Leary
Joseph Simmerman .

.

John Calhoun
Edward O'Brien
William Dagsan . ...

Nathaniel OUJonnell.

Kate.

Acting ensign
do

Acting master's mate.
Seaman

do
do
do
do
do
do
do

Ordinary seaman
do
do

Landsman
do
do
do
do
do

Corporal of marines ..

Marine
do
do
do
do

Kemarks.

In action.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
explosion,
action.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

Total wonnded in action 25
Total wounded in explosion 1

MISSING.

Name. Bate. Kemarks.

(Nothing known definitely
< in regard to these men.Charles H. Thomas (colored) do

Total missing

.

KECAPITTTLATION.
Total killed 15
Total wounded 26
Total missing 2

Total . 43

William S. Fort,
Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Navy.

Beport of Commodoie Lanman, U. 8. Navy, forwarding captnred papers.

U. S. S. Minnesota,
Off Fort Fisher, K C, January 16, 1865.

Admiral : Upon the return of our men this afternoon from the attack
upon Fort Fisher, John Shivers, a private of marines, brought on board
several papers that may interest you, especially that of January 8, 6 : 30
p. m., from Colonel [William] Lamb to Major [James H.l Hill, in refer-
ence to submarine bombproofs.
The other papers may be of some interest as showing the state of

affairs in the fort a few days previous; also a book upon fortifications.
The marine states that he found these papers in the wreck of a build-

ing within the fort, which he supposed to have been the quarters of an
ofiQcer.
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It may be proper to state that eight or ten of our men are still absent
from the ship unaccounted for, of whom I believe two were killed.

Conceiving this may be of some importance, I dispatch a boat imme-
diately.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
Joseph Lanman,

Commodore, Commanding Second Div., North Atlantic Squadron.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

[EDclOBures.]

Fort Fisher, Jamutry 8, [1865]—4: 15 p. m.

Major Hill: Buoys have been removed. Not enough timber has
been sent to complete one gallery. If I had some 12 by 12 timber and
3-inch plank, I could mount the four guns you desire around the Mound.
I need negroes. I have not yet been able to repair earthworks. I am
ready to repel Admiral Porter, but if you give me 500 negroes and
enough timber to mount guns, I will make him leave some of his vessels
behind.

Colonel Lamb.

Fort Fisher, January 8 [1865]—6:30 p. m.

Major Hill : I think if General Whiting would ask Governor Vance
to let me have 500 negroes for two weeks, to bring their own provisions
and tools, march down by laud, and return exactly at that time, that he
would send them. In that time I could enclose Mound, throw up cur-

tain from there to Battery Hedrick, enclose submarine bombproof, finish

columbiad battery, mend palisades, and traverse land guns. The 200
feeble and wornout negroes I have can not do much work, and my
soldiers are fully employed in moving guns and ammunition and fixing

quarters.
Colonel Lamb.

Report of Commodore Thatcher, IT. S. Navy, commanding V. 8. S. Colorado, transmitting
reports of sargeon and warrant officers.

U. S. Steam Frigate Colorado,
Off Wilmington, N, C, January 14, 1865.

Admiral : I have the honor to report the following as the result of

the operations of this ship oh the 13th instant:

At 4 a. m., in obedience to signal, got underway from our anchorage
near Wilmington and steamed toward the forts in line of battle, the

Minnesota ahead. At S a. m. anchored within easy range of the coast

in 6^ fathoms, forts about 5 miles distant, bearing "tT. V). by N. [sic], to

cover the landing of troops, and sent five boats to assist in landing

them from the transports. Commenced shelling the woods skirting the

coast. At 8 : 55 ceased firing in obedience to your signal. At 11 : 10

the third line of gunboats steamed alongshore, shelling the woods,
whilst the troops were being landed rapidly. At 3 p. m. recalled boats

in obedience to your signal. At 3 : 15 got underway, all the troops

having been successfully landed. At 3:45 proceeded to attack the

forts without regard to the Minnesota, in accordance to your signal, fol-

lowed by the rest of the line. At 4 : 40 opened fire upon the forts with

stream hawser fast to the New Ironsides, and continued the action
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briskly iu easy range until 5 : 50 p. m., when, by your order, we ceased
firing and retired from action (it being then too dark to discern objects
on shore). At 7 p. m. anchored in 8 fathoms, JFort Fisher bearing
W. S, W., distant 3 miles.

My casualties were I killed (Eobert Little, seaman), 1 severely
wounded, 1 wounded. Hulled six times by the forts. One 150-pound
solid shot through berth deck ; one solid shot through gun deck, cut-

ting through side; one solid shot through port side above water line,

and lodging in a beam end, where it remains; two solid shot striking
sheet chain and cutting it through. The enemy's shell exploded over
the hull of this ship, but without serious injury. I forward herewith
reports of Surgeon James McClelland and of the warrant oflScers.

I am much gratified to have it in my power to report that the officers

and crew of this ship behaved with their usual gallantry. I have to com-
mend to your notice especially Lieutenant M. L. Johnson, who, in the
midst of a heavy fire from the enemy, with a boat's crew of volunteers,
carried a hawser from this ship to the Neic Ironsides, in order to enable
us to bring all the guns to bear from the port battery, and was for more
than half an hour a target for the forts, which they availed themselves
of, but fortunately without success, I can not omit the opportunity to
speak in the highest terms of Acting Ensign W. G. Perry, who, when
the action commenced, had just returned to the ship after having been
absent all day with the boats in landing troops, and although drenched
to the skin and worn out with fatigue, went immediately to the second
division, which he commanded, and fought his guns splendidly through
the action. In addition to this, Mr. Perry is in all respects worthy of
an additional grade.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. K. Thatohek,

Commodore, U. 8. Navy.
Bear-Admiral David D. Portbe,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

[Enclosures.
]

TJ. S. Pbigatb Ooloeado,
Off Fort Fisher, January 13, 1865.

Sir: 1 have the honor to report the following casualties, which
occurred on this ship in the engagement of to-day

:

Eobert Little (seaman), killed.

Hanson F. Carver (ordinary seaman), severely wounded.
James Foster (seaman), wounded.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. McClelland,

r. A Ti T^ ,n
Surgeon, U. 8. Navy.

Commodore H. K. Thatcher,
V. 8. Frigate Colorado, Comdg. First Div. N. Atlantic Squadron.

U. S, S. Colorado,
Off Wilmington, N. C, January 14, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of damage
sustained by the- hull of this ship m the action of the 13th instant •

pne solid shot between Nos. 12 and 13 guns, 5 feet from water"line
doing much damage. '
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One shot between Nos. 10 and 11 guns at the water line ; damage
slight.

One shot forward of starboard gangway at the water line; damage
slight.

One shot between Nos. 7 and 8 guns, 5 feet from water line.

One shot at No. 5 gun, coming through the forward part of gun-deck
battery, and with much damage.
One shot between Nos. 3 and 4 guns, coming through on berth deck,

2 feet from water line, doing much damage.
Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

J. G. Myers,
Carpenter, U. 8. Navy.

Commodore H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding U. S. 8. Colorado.

U. S. S. Colorado,
Off Wilmington, N. C, January 14, 1865.

Sib : I respectfully report the following damage done to battery and
the amount of ammunition expended January 13, 1865

:

Bracket of carriage No. 5 (port) struck by shot, damaging it slightly.

One revolver stock knocked off and otherwise badly damaged. One
belt cat in' two. The above revolver and belt worn by a man killed iu
action.

Expended 756 charges powder, IX-inch, 10 pounds; 30 charges pow-
der, Xl-inch, 15 pounds; 756 shells, IX-inch, 10-second fiize; 30 shells,

Xl-inch, lO-second fuze.

Very respectfully, W. Wilson,
Ounner.

Commodore H. K. Thatoheb,
Commanding.

Beport of Commodore Thatcher, V. 8. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Colorado, giving list of killed,

wounded, and miiuiTig from the assaulting party from that vessel.

U. S. S. Colorado,
Off Wilmington, N. C, January 16, 1865.

Admiral : I have the honor to report the following list of killed,

wounded, and missing from this ship of the assaulting party on Port
Fisher on the 15th instant, so far as can be ascertained at this moment:

Killed.—^Frederick 8. Hayford, ordinary seaman; George H. Winsor,
landsman.

Wounded.—Joseph W. Clous, seaman, seriously; Eobert A. Board-
man, landsman, doubtful ; Arthur Doyle, seaman, seriously; George Tay-
lor, ordinary seaman, slight; Daniel Kelly, sergeant marines, slight;

John McLeod, ordinary seaman, flesh wound; William Butler, seaman,
slight; Alexander iShean, seaman, slight; W. L. Laird, landsman, slight;

John Varley, landsman, slight; David Vose, landsman, slight.

Missing.—Samuel Hay, ordinary seaman; George Watson, seaman;
John D. Hoffman, ordinary seaman; Thomas McCoIlough, seaman;
Bethel B. Bickfbrd, landsman ; William White, seaman ; Joseph White,
ordinary seaman; George A. Merithew, seaman; John Wilson, 3d,

landsman.
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Absent, supposed to be on shore.—Andrew Mann, private marine;
William Thomas, private marine; Patrick Caine, private marine;
Andrew Perry, ordinary seaman; Peter Eeed, ordinary seaman.

Seriously wounded.—F. F. Baury, acting volunteer lieutenant.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. K. Thatohek,

Commodore, Oomdg. First Division, North Atlantic Squadron.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant Bobeson, IT. S. Navy, commanding assanlting party from the IT. S. S.

Colorado,

U, S. S. Colorado,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, January 20, 1865.

Commodore : In obedience to your order of this day, I have the
honor to present to you the following report in relation to the storming
party from this ship, under my command, at the assault on Fort Fisher
on the 15th instant by the sailors and marines of the squadron

:

In obedience to your orders, I landed in charge of 130 men from this
ship, together with the marine guard. Aftei landing and forming the
men, I reported to Lieutenant Commander Breese, who assigned my
command to the hrst division, Lieutenant-Commander Cushman com-
manding, by whose orders I detached a squad of 12 men with shovels
to report to Lieutenant Preston, to assist in throwing up intrenchments.
The assaulting party then marched up the beach by the flank, and

after reaching a point nearly abreast the sea face of the fort were
ordered to take cover under a ridge of sand to await the assault. The
final assault being ordered, the whole force advanced by the run up
the sea face of the work, the enemy pouring in a heavy fire of musketry,
with an occasional discharge of grape and canister, the marines, who
were alone armed with muskets, and were to form a covering party,
returning the fire but feebly. The men broke in spite of all my attempts
to rally them, and rushed down to the beach in disorder.
By great exertions I succeeded in rallying a portion of my command,

and, by order of Lieutenant-Commander Cushing, took charge of the
intrenchments. At dark, by order of Lieutenant-Commander Blake, 1
took my command up the beach and occupied a portion of the work in
front of the rebel General Hoke's division. Acting Volunteer Lieu-
tenant F.F. Baury and Acting Ensign W. G. Perry behaved gallantly
during the assault, and greatly assisted me in carrying out my orders.

I regret to report Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Baury severely
wounded in the hip during the assault.
Assistant Surgeon B. H. Kidder, from this ship, in charge of the hos-

pital, rendered every assistance to the wounded. Assistant Surgeon
Kidder reports the following casualties : Three killed, 15 wounded.
I would also report 8 missing; making a total loss of 26.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. B. EOBESON,
Lieutenant, U. S. Navy.

Commodore H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding First Division, North Atlantic Squadron.
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Beport of Commodore Thatcher, U. 8. Navy, commanding IT. S. 8, Colorado, commending certain

officers of that vessel.

U. S. S. OOLOBABO,
Hampton Roads, January S3, 1865.

My Deab Sir: I have just received a telegram to proceed to New
York, and only the clearing ap of a dense fog delays, but before leav-
ing your command I beg leave to speak in the highest possible terms
of four young oflBcers in this vessel who really deserve well of the
country. They served directly under my eye in the late engagements,
and I merely speak what I know from my own observation. They are
as follows- Mr. J. L. Vennard and Willis G. Perry (the latter served as
third in command of my landing party); they are both acting ensigns,
and richly deserve to be made masters. Besides they are both gentle-

men, sailors, and navigators. Each of them commanded a main-deck
division and fought it bravely and skillfully.

The two other cases which I desire and beg to bring to your notice
particularly are those of Adrian Phillipps, my clerk, and [Walter F.]

Birge, the paymaster's clerk. The first-named stood by my side during
the entire five days' work upon Fisher, carefully noting all the incidents
of the action, but was of great service as my aid, and displayed the
coolness of a veteran. The other young gentleman, Mr. Birge, although
directed by the paymaster to look after his property in the cockpit,
was allowed, at his own earnest solicitation, to serve in the powder
division, and there worked as a powder passer with great zeal and effi-

ciency through all the fighting. These are both young gentlemen of
education and good family, and it strikes me are far more worthy of
assistant paymasterships than the crowd of shopkeepers' boys who are
daily being appointed to that office, and I trust that the Department
will so view it, and give them what they deserve and desire.

Another case I desire to mention of individual merit, that of Acting
Third Assistant Engineer 0. C. Fernald, who, although ill and under
medical treatment, volunteered to tend the engine bell, was active in

passing orders, and on the last day, when we were shorthanded, acted
as a spar deck powder boy, and maide himself in many ways very use-

ful. This is his second cruise in the service, his first as a seaman. I
hope the Department may advance him a step, for he deserves it.

My short and delightful service in your squadron, associated as I

have been with noble souls, has endeared them every one to me, and I

leave with a sad heart, but shall ever look back to it as one of the
brightest spots in my naval career. And you, my dear admiral, have
won the universal love and esteem of us all, which we shall cherish to

the last hour of life.

Most truly, your friend and obedient servant,
H. K. Thatcher.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter.

Report of Captain Smith, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Wabash.

U. S. S. Frigate Wabash,
Off Fort Fisher, N. C, January 16, 1865.

Admiral : I have the honor to submit the following report of the
part taken by this ship in the bombardment and capture of Fort Fisher

during the past three days

:

On the 13th instant got underway at 5 a. m. in obedience to signal

and stood in with the fleet toward the land. At 8 : 15, being abreast of
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the Half Moon battery and near the army transports, sent all boats to

assist in landing troops, in compliance with Special Order No. 10. At
8:55, anchored with kedge astern in a situation to shell the woods.
At 3:30 p. m. got underway in obedience to signal, took station in line

and moved toward Fort Fisher, abreast of which the ship was anchored
at 5 p. m. with bow and stern anchor, and opened lire with starboard
battery on the fort, which was continued with good effect until 6 p. m.,

when, in obedience to orders, withdrew from action for the night.

At 5 a. m. of the 15th got underway, in obedience to orders, and
stood in with the fleet toward Fort Fisher in line of battle. At 10: 15

a. m., in obedience to general signal, the storming party detailed under
General Order No. 81 left the vessel in six boats, under command of
Lieutenant-Commander O. H. Cushman (who volunteered for the serv-

ice), to report to the flagship, the force consisting of 5 officers, 136 sail-

ors, and 42 marines; the vessel keeping on her way while the boats
were being manned. At 10:45 a. m. anchored with bow and stern
anchor in prescribed position, and opened a deliberate fire upon the
enemy's works from one division of the starboard battery. At 2 p. m.,
in obedience to orders, commenced firing as rapidly as possible to cover
our advance of storming party toward the fort. At 2 : 45, the storming
party being in close proximity to the fort, the firing was discontinued
in obedience to preconcerted signal. At 6:30 again opened fire iu
obedience to orders, shelling in tlie direction of the rebel works between
the fort and the Mound battery to prevent the enemy's reinforcements
from landing. At 9: 30 ceased firing, information being received that
the fort had surrendered. The return of ammunition has been already
forwarded, and although it exhibits a large expenditure, it is to be
believed that it was an eflPective one. A partial list of casualties has
been forwarded, and as soon as the stragglers from the storming party
can be gathered, a complete list will be rendered. The report of dam-
ages sustained in the carpenter's and boatswain's department has been
sent in, and 1 transmit herewith the report of Lieuteuant-Oommander
Cushman of the composition and operations of the storming party from
this vessel and the list of casualties consequent u]>on that attack. In
conclusion, I desire to bear testimony to the good conduct of the offi-
cers and men under my command (although as a ship's company their
organization has been very recent and under unfavorable opportunities
for drill). They have exhibited a patient endurance and perfect stead-
iness that would not have done discredit to a much older and more
thoroughly drilled crew.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
Melancton Smith,

Captain,
Eear-Admiral David D. Poeteb,

Oommanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Eeport of lientonant-Commander Cushman, V. S. Navy, oommanding assaulting party from the
U. S. S. Wabash.

Tj. S. S. Wabash, January 16, 1865.
Sir: I have to report as follows concerning the detail of officers and

™^u*^T.*^^^ ^^'P' ander General Order No. 81, and their operations-The detail was composed of Lieut«nant-Commander C H Cushman
Acting Ensign Davis, Acting Master's Mate Thorburn, and 138 men-
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Lieutenant Fagan and 42 noncommissioned officers and privates of the
marines; Passed Assistant Surgeon Tinkham and 3 nurses. Total, 5
officers and 183 men.
At 10 : 15 a. m. of the 15th instant, in obedience to orders, 1 pro-

ceeded with my command to the shore, landed, and reported to Lieu-
tenant Commander Breese, fleet captain.
To me was assigned the command of the first column of the storming

party from the fleet, and the detail from this ship's crew, now under
Ensign Davis, reported to me and were assigned to the left of that
column. This gave them the advance in the flank movement along the
beach toward the fort.

Lieutenant Fagan and the marines were assigned to the marine com-
mand, and Passed Assistant Surgeon Tinkham to the charge of the
hospital arrangements for the party.
At 2 : 45 p. m., after an advance of half a mile under a heavy flre, we

attempted to gain the fort. The men advanced excellently to the stock-
ade, although numbers of them fell; but here a momentary check
occurred, owing to the narrowness of the breach in the stockade, which
was fatal. The enemy increased his flre, and unable to return or stand
up to it, the column finally gave way and retreated in a body to the
starting point, utterly refusing to be rallied. The fleet captain, a large
number of officers, and some men from dift'erent vessels were left abreast
the stockade under the fire of the enemy. Among these were Ensign
Davis and 3 men from this vessel, who had succeeded in reaching quite
to the ditch of the fort, unable to advance or retreat. We sought the
protection of the stockade and remained until dusk.

I then joined the fleet captain, and, in obedience to his orders, assisted
in garrisoning Half Moon battery for the night with such of my men
as could be collected, about 40 in all. This morning was spent in col-

lecting the men and getting them on board, and a list of casualties is

being made up as fast as possible. At present it may be estimated as
follows

:

Present, total, 144 men and marines, 5 officers; absent, 34 men and
marines, of whom there are wounded, 14 men and marines; killed, 4
men and marines; missing, 16 men.

It is painful to record our want of success in reaching the fort, but
when all things are considered, and the flre which was at any rate

diverted from the army is estimated, it is to be hoped we at least did
not utterly fail.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0. H. CUSHMAN,

Lieutenant-Commander and Executive Officer.

Captain M. Smith,
U. 8. S. Wabash.

BepoTt of Iiientenant-Commaiider Cashmaii, V. 8. Kavy, of the asaanlt by naval forces upon
Fort Fisher.

TJ. S. S. WABASH, January 17, 1865.

Sir: In obedience to orders I submit to you, as the commanding
officer of the storming party organized under General Order No. 81,

the following report:

At 10 a. m,, of the 15th instant, having landed in command of a
detail from this ship, consisting of 5 officers and 186 men, and reported
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to you, I was assigned by you to the command of the first column of

the storming party. I turned the command of the detail from this ship

over to Acting Ensign G. T. Davis, and on the reportiug of Lieutenant-
Commander F. B. Blake, of the Susquehanna, with the detail from that
ship, I appointed him second in command of this column. Other details

soon reported from the Colorado, Nereus, Vanderbilt, Ticonderoga, and
several other ships, and the column, now consisting of 430 men and
20 ofiQcers, was organized into four companies and posted in line, with
the left resting toward and about 1J miles from Fort Fisher, near Flag
Pond battery. Eight, or first company. Lieutenant Eobeson, of the
Colorado, commanding; second company, Lieutenant Bartlett, of the
Susquehanna, commanding; third company, Acting Ensign Cofiin, of
the Ticonderoga, commanding; left, or fourth company. Acting Ensign
Davis, of the Wabash.

I regret not being able to give the names of the other ships whose
details were in the column, but the list is in the possession of Lieu-
tenant-Commander Blake, and will be sent as soon as obtained from
him. In the position now occupied, finding that the enemy's shell

reached us, and in obedience to orders from Lieutenant-Commander
Parker (senior during your absence conferring with the general com-
manding the army), swung round with the front toward Fort Fisher.
On your return, changed again to the former position, and moved from
time to time by the left flank, until we arrived, about 1 : 45 p. m., at a
point on the beach about 800 yards from the fort, where we halted to
await the order for the final advance, and caused the men to lie down,
in order to protect them by the rise of the beach from the fire of the
enemy, which began to be of some importance. We were considerably
annoyed here, also, by premature explosions and short ranges of shells
from some of our own vessels, making the position rather a trying one.
From this point we were to make the assault as follows: At a signal
to be given by yourself, the columns were to rise, double quick in close
order by the left flank; pass as far as possible the line of the stockade,
which extended from the northeast corner of the fort to high-water
mark ; then move by the front toward the sea face of the fort, and charge
it with a rush, it being understood that such of the column as did not
pass the stockade were to operate against the northeast corner, and so
much of the northwest face as the line covered. At2 : 45 ]). m. received
the signal from yon to advance. The columns rose and started on the
double-quick in good order, though a little open. They soon closed up,
however, and although the fire of the enemy was severe at the very
start, they moved on with great steadiness under it. Everything
seemed tx) be going on finely, when suddenly and for some reason still
unknown, the left, or head of the column, instead of passing the stock-
ade, turned up by a "file right", along it, and into its first angle, and
were here checked. I hurried to this point at once to ascertain the
canse and the remedy. I met here Lieutenant-Commander Blake (my
second in command), Lieutenant-Commander Parker, Lieutenant Com
mander Sicard, Lieutenants Farquhar, Nichols, and Bartlett, and sev-
eral others, all endeavoring to remedy the mistake. You were pointed
out to me near by, but it was impossible to reach you through the
crowded mass of men, and there was besides not a moment to lose
The check at the angle of the stockade had caused a massing of the
centers of the columns under a heavy fire of the enemy, and the menwho had advanced so gallantly for a half mile under the same fire beean
to waver. This is easily accounted for when it is remembered that thevwere armed with revolvers and cutlasses only, and could not return the
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fire at that distance. It was a hazardous experiment to attempt to

force the columns by the flank through the very narrow opening in the
stockade which occurred here, but there seemed no alternative, and
Lieutenant-Commander Parker being senior, gave the order. Trying as
was the position, the men at the head of the column obeyed the order in-

stawtly, and followed the ofiQcers to the rise at the opening; but scarcely
had this point been reached, when a shout from those next behind us
indicated that the rear had given way. By the time one could turn
and look, the whole body were in rapid retreat up the beach, and the
utmost exertions of the officers failed to rally them. Those who were
left, a list of whom 1 enclose, finding it impossible to advance or retreat,

sought the shelter of the stockade and of the mounds near by. Five
others, whose names are also on the list, who had entered through the
stockade or passed to the next angle, shortly joined us, and several
whose names are not on the list, were with you at the small mound near
by. Here my report of the column closes. The officers had done their

duty well in leading the men, the men had followed well so long as they
could keep on, but when brought to a standstill under such a fire for

the first time, and newly organized, it seems only surprising that they
stood at all. Could we have kept on according to plan, it is not improb-
able that we could have entered the fort; we could at any rate have
made a severe enough fight to have greatly aided the army. I am
aware that explanations of the cause of want of full success are gen-
erally valueless to redeem the character of any attempt, but it seems
only justice to state them in this case. Had we succeeded, it would
have been an event " by itself; " failing, it is at least satisfactory to

know that those who are judges express their admiration for the bold-

ness of the conception, even, of such an attempt, and that the Com-
manding General of the Army has expressed himself most pleasantly
in regard to its gallantry and importance.
To Ensign G. T. Davis, Wahash; Acting Master's Mate Aldrich,

Tuscarora ; Albert Burton, seaman, Wabash; L. C. Shepard, ordinary
seaman, Wabash; Acting Ensign Simms, of the Minnesota, the second
and last of whom were severely wounded, is due the credit of having
either entered the stockade or passed to its next angle. 1 would rec-

ommend them for the consideration of the admiral. The list which is

appended was not intended at the time it was taken to be used except

to account for those present at the stockade, in case of accident or

injury when getting away. It is sent now at the suggestion of Lieu-

tenant-Commander Parker.
A list of killed and wounded I am not able to give from data, but

from verbal information estimate it at 18 killed and 36 wounded in the
first column alone, which proportioned for the other columns, of itself

attests the gallantry of the advance.

To Lieutenant-Commander Blake, and the officers commanding com-
panies, as indeed to all in the column, thanks are due for their support
in organizing and leading the men to the stockade itself, and so long as

they would follow; and for endeavors to rally them as well as in getting

them together subsequently to assist in garrisoning Half Moon battery,

to enable reinforcements to be sent to the assaulting party of the army.
At dusk the party at the stockade made their way to the hospital, tak-

ing with them such of the wounded as could be removed. There, meet-

ing you, orders were received to collect the men and assist in garrisoning

the Half Moon battery, which was done until morning, when the return

of parties to their vessels began.

N w B—VOL 11 33
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At this moment, I am informed of the probable cause of the mistake

referred to in the advance. It seems that a detail of men under Lieu-

tenants Porter and Preston had formed on the extreme left of the first

column, a fact not before known to me. When those gallant oflBcers

were killed, their men took the direction to the right, and the column
followed before it could be corrected.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
Ci H. CUSHMAN,

Lieut. Gomdr., late Gomdg. First Column, Naval Brigade.

Fleet Captain K. R. Beeese.

[Enclosure.]

List of officers and men referred to in report.

Lteat. Commander Parker . .

.

Lieut. Commander Cusbman

.

Lient. Commander Sicard

Minnesota.
Wabash.
Seneca.
Susquehanna.
Santiago de Cnba.
Shenandoah.
Nerens.
Chippewa.
Tacony.
Tristram Shandy.

Vanderbilt.

Colorado.

Sassacus.

Wabash.
Gettysburg.

Tuscarora.
Fort Jackson.

Mohican.
Do.

Wabasli.
Do.
Do.

Chippewa.

Rich'dGallagber, ship'scook. Chippewa.

T. McNeil, capt. after guard .

Albert Burton, seaman
William Tunbridge

Do.
Wabash.
Tacony.

Do.
Acting Ensign Davton
Acting Ensign G. ia. Wood .

.

Anting Ensign J. B. Taney ..

Acting Ensign Thomas M.

L li Oodfrev ... Do.
Colorado.

A. B. Thome Do.
Franklin G-. Puller Do.

Do.
Acting Master LonisF. Tim- William Tuttle.Jr

rWillianil Harrison
Do.
Do

Acting Ensign Willis G.
Perry.

Acting Ensign W. H.
Mayer, jr.

Acting Ensign G. T. Davis. .

.

Acting Ensign Melville C.
Keith.

William H Willis Montgomery.
Juniata.

Do.
William Blake, seaman
T M White seaman -...;

John Sullivan, seaman
ThomasO Neil

Malvern.
Do.

Yantic.
Gettysburg.

Acting Ensign S. L. Griffin .

.

Acting Mastflr's Mate F. A. George Dansell, seaman Vanderbilt.

J. G. Paine Do.

Wm. Smith, 2(1, seaman
Jonathan ISriggs. capt. top- .

.

George S. Riley. 0. S
Hubert Peters, master-at-
arms.

Acting Ensign lUlrik] Feil
berg.

L. C. Shepard, 0. S

Do.

Beport of Lieutenant Fagan, IT. S. Uarine Corps, regarding the operations of the guard from
the U. S. S, Wabash.

U. S. Feigate Wabash,
At Sea, January 17, 1865.

Captain : In obedience to your order, I have the honor to make the
following report concerning the part taken by the marine guard of this
ship in the operations against the rebel Fort Fisher, commanding the
entrance to New Inlet, North Carolina, on the 15th day of January, 1865.
My command consisted of 3 sergeants, 3 corporals, and 38 privates,

and, to prevent confusion in landing, the company was divided into
four sections, each commanded by a noncommissioned officer.

On the morning of the 15th instant, at 10:30 o'clock, my men were
landed and formed on the beach about 2 miles to the northward of
Fort Fisher. I then received and formed into other companies the
marines of the different vessels, until the arrival of Captain Butler
U. S. Marine Corps, when I turned the command over to that officer.

'

At 11 a. m. I was ordered by Lieutenant-Commander K. R. Breese
(fleet captaiii), through Captain Butler, to take my guard and advance
to the support of the sailors at the front, who were throwing up
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intrenchinents near Fort Fisher, under the direction of Lieat«uant
Preston, TJ. S. Navy.

I marched my company up the beach by the flank uutil within a mile
of the rebel fort, when, finding the fire severe, I deployed my men as
skirmishers across the plain, and continued to advance. Arriving at
the intrenchments, 1 ordered my men to cover themselves from the
enemy's shot, and this they partially did by throwing up heaps of
sand with their bayonets and hands. After the sailors had completed
their breastworks, I was ordered by Lieutenant-Commander Br^ese to
advance my command to the extreme parallel of intrenchments, which
I did, my men marching to the ftont, across a plain swept by the fire,

with alacrity and spirit. In this advance I frequently orderea my men
to lie down, and aa soon as the shower of grape had passed the march
was resumed at the double-quick.

After a toilsome march through the sand we reached a line of
intrenchments about 40 yards from the fort, which I found occupied by
the skirmish line of the One hundred and forty-seventh New York Vol-
unteers. During the advance 2 of my men were badly wounded, and
they were at once.sent to the rear.

1 now ordered a few of my men (good shots) to open fire on the rebel
gunners, and it was owing to their skill that a fieldpiece inside the pal-

isade was forced to be abandoned by the rebel artillerists.

I now awaited further orders, but finding the trench filling up with
soldiers, and supposing the attack about to be made, I collected and
marched my men by the flank across the plain toward the beach, where
I saw the column of sailors and marines advancing to the front. See-
ing no officer to report to, I formed my men with the rest of the marines,
who were in the center of the column, the advance being composed
entirely of sailors. In this manner we marched under a severe fire of
musketry from the fort toward the northeast angle of the work until the
column halted, when I ordered my men to lie down and pick off the
rebels on the parapet of Fort Fisher until the order was given to
charge. My men had opened fire when I gave the order to cease firing

and prepare for the assault. I now perceived a movement in front of
our position, and soon after a body of men rushed past. I endeavored
by every means in my x)ower to prevent the retreat which I now plainly
saw was initiated, but my appeals and threats were of no avail, and I

then prepared myself for the worst, knowing that a retreat would be
disastrous and more deadly than a charge against the fort. My com-
mand maintained its position until I saw Lieutenant-Commander F. B.
Blake, U. S. Navy, who informed me that the assault had been for the
present abandoned. I then collected my men and marched down the
beach. Having seen that the retreat was universal on the part of the
naval forces, I gave several ofmy men permission to advance again to

the front and annoy the rebels as much as possible with sharpshooting.
Shortly after, bearing that an attempt was about to be made to rally

the men, I halted and allowed my men to seek cover, while in company
with Acting |YolunteerJ Lieutenant-Commander Danels, of the Vander-
hilt, 1 collected straggling sailors and marines and formed them under
some sand hills on the beach, about 600 yards from Fisher. We had
collected quite a number ofmen, when I received orders from Lieutenant-
Commander F. B. Blake to take my men and as many more as I could
find and report to General Terry, TJ. S. Army, the object being to

occupy with sailors and marines a line of intrenchments in the rear,

then threatened by the enemy. 1 collected about 200 marines and
marched to General Terry's headquarters, where I reported and was at
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once assigned to a position on the line, which position the marines
occupied with vigilance and attention until the morning, when we were
relieved and I embarked my command for the Wabash.

It only remains for me to add that 1 sergeant and 6 privates, who
became detached from my guard while in the army intrenchmeuts at

the front, accompanied the army in the storming of the fort, and, as I

afterwards heard from an army ofiBcer, behaved with gallantry and
coolness during the hand-tohaiid conflict that ensued.
In conclusion, captain, I would say that during the time the marine

guard of this ship was on shore tbey behaved with bravery and subor-

dination on all occasions. It pleased the tieet captain (Lieutenant-Com-
mander Breese) to compliment the handsome manner in which my men
advanced in skirmish line to the advanced line of intrenchments, under
a heavy fire, and I feel that his words of praise were not undeserved.

All my men behaved well, but I would present especially to your
attention the conduct of Corporal Tomlin, of the guard, who, under a
heavy fire from the enemy's sharpshooters, advanced into an open plain
close to the fort, and assisted a wounded comrade to a place of safety,
I respectfully ask that his conduct may be made known to the honorable
Secretary of the Navy, so that he may receive a medal of honor.
The marine guard is present or accounted for, and on board the ship

in good condition.

Enclosed, please find a list of wounded,
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Louis E, Pagan,
Lieutenant, U. 8. Marines, Commanding Guard, Frigate Wabash.

Captain Melancton Smith, U, S, Navy,
Commanding U. 8. Frigate Wabash.

Beport of Snigeon McSheny, IT. S. Ravjr, regarding casualties on the V. S. 8. Wabash.

U. S. S. Wabash,
Off Fort Fisher, N. C, January 16, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report that the following casualties occurred
in the attack on Fort Fisher January 15:

1, Michael McCann, gunner's mate, contused wound of scalp; slight.
'2. William Costello, ordinary seaman, contused wound of left thigh

and leg.

3. Phillip Challman, seaman, contusion of left knee; severely.
4. William H. Smith, 3d, seaman, contusion of back and abrasion of

hand; severe.
5. Esek P. Bailey, private marine, gunshot wound above left knee by

piece of shell when ashore with storming party; severe.
6, William Easton, ordinary seaman, gunshot wound right thin-h

rifle ball ; severe. " '

7. Patrick Scanlon, marine, contused wounds of face and hand by
explosion of magazine at Fort Fisher this morning; severe.

8, James O'Neil, landsman, contusion of thigh from explosion of
magazine at Fort Fisher this morning; severe,

9, Lieutenant-Commander Charles H. Cushman, gunshot wound left
thigh.

10, Hiram J, Henkey, landsman (was brought on board from shore
belongs to U, S,.S, Mohican), gunshot wound of back, about first lum-
bar vertebra; very severe.
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11. .lames K. Tjambert, liindsniau, guusliot wound through both
thighs; severe.

12, George Brown, marine, contusion, hip, from explosion of maga-
zine in Fort Fisher this morning.
There were others injured on shore, and some killed while storming

Fort Fis"her. I will report their names and condition as soon as it is

possible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. F. McSheret,

Surgeon.
Captain M. Smith,

Commanding TJ. 8. 8. Wabash, North Atlantic Squadron.

Beport of Captain Smith, U, S. Navy, oommandiiig V. B. S. Wabash, regaTding casnaltiea.

U. 8. S. Wabash,
Off Fort Fisher, N. C, January 17, 1865.

Admiral : 1 have the honor to submit the following report of casu-

alties iu the personnel of this ship during the recent attack and capture
of Fort Fisher. I regret that the list and detail could not be sooner
furnished

:

Killed.

1. Berne, Martin, landsman.
2. Holt, William H., landsman.
3. Kitts, Alonzo, landsman.

Wonnded.

1. Bailey, Esek P., private marine, wounded by fragment of shell

above left knee.
2. Brown, George, marine, contusion of hip from explosion of maga-

zine at Fort Fisher.

3. Lieutenant Commander Charles H. Cushman, bullet wound of left

thigh.
5. Challman, Phillip, seaman, contusion of left knee.

6. Christie, William, captain mizzeu top, contusion left foot from
explosion of magazine at Fort Fisher.

7. Coons, Jotham A., landsman, wound of finger.

8. Daley, William, marine, wounded thigh by shell; mortally; since

died on board Colorado.

9. Easton, William, ordinary seaman, bullet wound left thigh; died

January 18.

10. Lambert, James E., landsman, bullet wound through both thighs.

11. Moran, Patrick, marine, contusion of ankle from spent ball.

12. McCann, Michael, gunner's mate, contused wound of scalp.

13. Oliver, Albert W., landsman, bullet wound in right side; slight.

14. O'Neil, James, landsman, contusion of thigh from explosion of

magazine at Fort Fisher.

15. Plimly, George, ordinary seaman, contusion hip from explosion

of magazine Fort Fisher.

16. Scaulan, Patrick, marine, contused wound of face and hand from
explosion magazine.
The following are known to have been wounded and sent from »hore

hospital to other ships:

17. Farrell, Michael, landsman, wounded in leg.

18. Kennahan, James, landsman, right leg.
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19. Lonquest, Miles P., seaman, left foot.

20. McDouald, John, landsman, right leg.

21. Seymonr, George, seaman, right side.

22. Staiifleld, Joseph, seaman, bullet throngh foot.

23. Venson, Levi, landsman, standard bearer, bullet both legs.

We have on board Hiram J. Henkey, landsman, of the U. S.-S. Mohi-

can, with gunshot wound of spinal column, fracturing first lumbar

vertebra and paralyzing lower extremities.

The following men are missing:

1. Austin, Charles, landsman.
2. Cronin, Richard, landsman.

3. Gntner, Henry, landsman.
4. Macker, John, landsman.
5. Kiley, John, Ist, ordinary seaman.
Killed, 3; wounded, 23, and 1 belonging to Mohican; missing, 5.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
[Mblancton Smith,]

Captain.

Rear-Admiral DAVID D. PoETEE,
Vommanding North Atlantic Squadron.

BepoTt of Captain Pickering, TJ. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Vanderbilt, transmitting lilt

of casualtieB.

TJ. S. S. Vandeebilt,
Hampton Beads, January 17, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose a list of killed and wounded on

board the U. S. S. Vanderbilt; also a list of 7 wounded men belonging

to other vessels, who, owing to emergencies, were brought oil' without

their accounts.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. W. PlCKEEING,
Captain.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

[Encloanre.]

List of killed and wounded on hoard U. S. S. Vanderbilt.

Till mas B. Cosgrove.
Janies Green
James Bailey
James Richardson . .

.

WiUiam Priebe
M. O. Allen
David P. Cbappels...
Jobn Etbridge
James Cammings
Thomas Kehoe
S. Steele
James HcSonald
Kobert Hant
William A. Terry ...

Peter Christiansen .

.

E. Cronin
Miles P. Lonquest...
0. Austin
M. Farrell
J. Stanfleld
B.Davis
James Sherry

Sate.

Ship's corporal
Boatswain's mate

do
Landsman
Ordinary seaman
Landsman
Seamaii.

do
Captain foretop
Ordinary seaman -

Private, marine
Musician, marine
Private, marine
Corporal, marine
Seaman
Landsman, U. S. S. Wahash
Seaman, U. S. S. Wahash
Landsman, U. S. S. Wabash

do
Seaman, U. S. S. Wabash
Landsman, U. 8. S. losoo
Private, marine, U. S. S. Santiago de Cnha. ..

Semarks.

EiUed.
Do.

Wounded slightly.
Wounded severely.
Wounded slightly.

Do.
Do.

Wounded severely.
Do.

Wounded slightly.
Do.
Do.
Do.

Wounded severely.
Do.

Wounded slightly.
Wounded severely.

Do.
'

Do.
Do.

Wounded dangerously.
Do.
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Abstract log of the TI. S. S. Vanderbilt, Captain Kokering, V. S. Navy.

January 13, 1865.—At 4:15 a. m. got underway and took position
astern of the Ticonderoga. At 6 : 30 signal from the flagship to prepare
for action. At 7:15 the first division commenced action, shelling the
woods preparatory to landing troops. At 7 : 40 the Santiago de Cuba
signaled to prepare to land troops. At 9:30 sent first and second
launches and first cutter to land troops from the transports. At 11 : 30
anchored in line. Meridian to 4 p. m.: Launches and first cutter
returned from landing troops and were hoisted u]). The fire on Fort
Fisher continues from the Ironsides, monitors, and some of the gunboats.
At 4:20 p.m. troops began marching up the beach. At 5:20 the
admiral made signal. We beat the retreat and stood to S. E. At 6 : 10
came to with starboard anchor.
January 14.—Yvcias ceased about 12:30 a. m. At 3:45 heard the

report of several heavy guns in the direction of Fort Fisher. From 4
to (> p. m. firing from the Ironsides and monitors, Brooklyn, and some
of the gunboats. From 6 to 8 p. m. an occasional shell fired at the
forts during the watch.
January 13.—At 12:45 a. m. a tug came with orders from the admiral

to get underway. At 4 : 45 hove up and took our station astern of the
Ticonderoga. At 8:30 admiral made signals, and at 11 boats left the
ship in charge of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander Danels in
obedience. At 12: 55 p. m. commenced firing at the fort and Mound.
Admiral made signals. We delivered shell to the Colorado, Susque-
hanna, and Mackinaw. About 5 p. m. a boat of the Santiago de Cuba
<.'ame alongside with 3 wounded men. They were received on board
and their wounds dressed. Two returned to their own ship during the
evening; the third man, James Sherry, remained on board. At 6 p. m.
the first cutter came from shore with 8 wounded. At 10 : 10 heard
cheering from shore and flagship threw up rockets and burned Ooston
signals. It was generally understood that the forts were taken. The
entire fleet cheered ship, threw up rockets, and burned Ooston sig-

nals. We used rockets and Ooston signals to celebrate the victory.
Captain went aboard the flagship.

January 16.—At ]2:10 a. m. sent the first cutter ashore under the
charge of Acting Master's Mate Pope to collect the officers and men. At
4:50 first cutter returned with officers and men of assaulting party.
At 5 : 30 first launch and at 6 second launch returned with others. Act-
ing Master's Mates Ed. Kearus and F. B. Atkinson remained on shore;
reason unknown. Took up the boats. At 6 : 30 called all hands up
anchor. Flagship made signals, " Proceed without delay " and " Wait
for nothing." At 8 Federal Point bore W. S. W, 6 miles distant. At
7 : 45 a great explosion took place in Fort Fisher.
January 17.—At 11 a. m. came to anchor in Hampton Boads.

3sporC of Captain Pickering, V. 8. Kavy, commanding TT. 8. 8. Vanderbilt, or arrival at Hamp-
ton Boadi, in compliance with orders.

U. S. S. Vandeebilt,
Hampton Roads, January 17, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report the arrival of the IT. S. S. Vwnderbilt,

pursuant to the enclosed order from Rear-Admiral Porter.

I have on board 13 men wounded in the attack on Fort Fisher, 7 of

whom are from other vessels of the squadron. They were brought off
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from the shore after dark in the YanderbiWs boats, and are without

their accounts.
I am. very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. W. Pickering,
Captain.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy., Washington, J). G.

[Enclosure.]

North Atlantic Squadron,
tf. S. Flagship Malvern, off Fort Fisher, January 15, 1865.

Sir : You will proceed without delay to Hampton Boads, tbiking with
you the bearer of dispatches. On your arrival you will report to the

Department, as I think you will be ordered thence to Xew York to

have your vessel coppered,
Eesuectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Captain C. W. Pickering,
Commanding V. S. 8. Vanderhilt.

Order of the Secretary of the Navjr to Captain Fickering, U. S. Navy, reqnviiig an explanation
regarding delay in departure from Fort Fisher.

Navy Department, January 30, 1865.

Sir : I enclose herewith a copy of a dispatch from Bear-Admiral
Porter, dated on the 21st instant, relative to your delay in proceeding
with dispatches from Fort Fisher to Hampton Boads, regarding which
an explanation is required by the Department.

Very respectfully, Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Captain C. W, Pickering,
Commanding V. S. S. Vanderhilt, New York.

[Encloflure.]

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Malvern, Gape Fear River, January HI, 1865.

Sir: Ten minutes after the fall of Fort Fisher I sent for Captain
Pickering, of the Vanderhilt, and told him to proceed at once with dis-
patches (which were prepared for him in an hour) to Fortress Monroe.
I impressed upon him the importance of being the first to carry the
news. Judge of my surprise when I enquired at daylight whether the
Vanderhilt could be seen and was informed that she was lying quietly
at anchor, when I signaled to her to proceed without delay. The Atlan-
tic left about three hours after her and beat her in, which I think was
the fault of the commander of the Vanderhilt, and nothing else.

I will leave it to Captain Pickering to state to the Department why
he did not leave at the time I ordered him and why he made so poor a
passage.

I should have sent the Santiago de Guha, but knew that the Vander-
hilt was the fastest ship.
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You should have received my dispatches ten hours ahead of any-
thing else.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Poeteb,

Rear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Explanatory letter ftom Captain Fiokering, U. S. Nayy, commanding H. 8. 8. Tanderbilt, to

the Secretary of the Navy.

U. S. S. VandeebiLt,
Navy Yard, New YorTc, January 31, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi-
cation of the 30th instant, enclosing copy of a dispatch from Eear-
Admiral Porter relative to my delay in proceeding with dispatches
from Fort Fisher to Hampton Boads, and in reply I have to state as
follows

:

On the night of the 15th instant, after the surrender of Fort Fisher,
Bear-Admiral Porter sent for me on board the ilagship.

Anticipating an order to proceed north with dispatches, and having
three boats, with nearly half the crew and five officers on shore as part
of the assaulting party, I left directions with the officer of the deck,
before leaving the ship, that in case two rockets were thrown up from
the admiral's ship to send a boat at once to the shore with orders for

the boats and crew of the Vanderbilt to return to the ship. On reach-
ing the flagship I informed Bear-Admiral Porter that I had left direc-

tions to send for men and boats in case two rockets were sent up from
the flagship and he. Bear-Admiral Porter, gave the order to set off the
rockets. This I interpreted as an order to wait for my boats and men.
Immediately upon receiving the dispatches from the admiral I left the
flagship aud, reaching the Vanderbilt at 3 a. m., found none ofmy boats
had returned. I immediately made preparations for hoisting and secur-

ing launches and getting underway so soon as they should return, and
walked the deck, impatiently waiting. Between the hours of 4 and 5 in

the morning I manned the gig for the purpose of sending to the admiral
for permission to proceed without my boats, but at this time one of the
cutters was hailed on her return from the shore and, supposing the
launches were not far behind, the gig was hoisted again. It was not
until 6 a. m. that the boats all reached the ship, when they were hoisted

and secured and the ship got underway. It was while catting the
anchor that signal was made by the admiral enquiring the cause of

detention and not, as he supposes, while quietly lying at anchor. As
regards the assertion that the Atlatitic left Fort Fisher three hours
iifter the Vanderbilt, I think the admiral is laboring under a mistake.

I was informed at Hampton Boads that she left five hours before, and
arrived only one and one-half hours ahead of the Vanderbilt. As to the

speed of the ship during the passage, she made all that could be made
without applying the jets, and in the present state of her bottom,

averaging 12J knots per hour; and if this be compared with her speed
in the heat of a chase, when the sea was glassy smooth, jets applied,

and everyone on board interested in the prospect of a capture, the

average speed then being but 13 knots, I think it will be seen that

there was no neglect during the passage. In connection with this sub-
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ject I have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter* addressed by me to

the chief engineer of this ship, marked "1," and hia reply* to the same,

marked "3."

It has ever been my pride to be prompt and active in the discharge

of my duty, and this is the first time in the course of forty-three years

experience in the service that I have been thus censured, and I am only

sorry that the honorable secretary of the Navy has had the trouble to

require from me now this explanation.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. W. PlOKBEING,
Captain.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Beport of Commander Beaumont, V. 8. Navy, commanding IT. 8. 8. HacUnaw.

TT. S. 8. Mackinaw,
Gape Fear River, North Garolina, January J37, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part

taken by this vessel in the operations of the fleet under your command
against Fort Fisher and the adjacent batteries at New Inlet, North
Garolina, on the 13th, 14th, and 15th instant:

On Friday, the 13th instant, in obedience to signal, three boats were
sent from this vessel to assist in landing troops. At 2 : 45 p. m., the
boats having returned, took position as near as practicable to the one
assigned me in the order of attack and opened fire froin six IX-lnch
guns upon the eastern angle of Fort Fisher, with satisfactory effect.

At G : 30 p. m., in obedience to signal, ceased firing and withdrew for

the night. On Saturday, the 14th instant, with the vessels of the
second line, remained at anchor all day. On Sunday, the 15th instant,

at 10 a. m., in obedience to signal, landed an assaulting party of 36 men
and 6 marines, in the charge of Acting Master Abraham J. Louch,
Acting Ensign Joseph Estes, Acting Master's Mate Edward K. Greene.
At 12: 20 p. m., in obedience to orders, took the position assigned me in
the line of battle and commenced firing on the eastern angle of Fort
Fisher, with good effect. At 3 : 15 p. m., in obedience to signal, ceased
firing. At 8 p. m. our boats returned from shore. This vessel was not
struck during the bombardment. The following are the casualties in
the storming party:
Acting Master Abraham J. Louch, slightly wounded on the hip.
Acting Master's Mate Edward K. Greene, severely wounded in the

arm.
The following-named men are missing: William F. Parks and Michael

Gavanaugh (hmdsman).
It is again my pleasure to be able to state that all the officers and

men under my command performed their duty.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. G. Bkatjmont,
_ , ^ Commander.
Bear-Admiral David D. Pobtee,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

"Omitted as not necessary to publish.
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Beport of Acting Hastsr Loach, V. B. Navy, commanding the asaaolting party from the V, 8. B,

Uaokinaw.

U. S. S. Mackinaw,
Cape Fear River, January —, 1865.

SlB : I have the honor to report that on the 15th instant I lauded in
cliarge of a party consisting of 36 sailors, 6 marines, and 2 oflcers,
Acting Ensign Joseph Estes and Acting Master's Mate Edward K.
Greene. After reporting to Lieutenant-Commander Parker I took my
position on the left of the second division. This brought me to the
head of the column when we advanced to storm the rebel stronghold,
Fort Fisher, Before advancing a general order of the admiral's was
read to the ofBcers, which embraced everything necessary for a suc-
cessful attack, and I firmly believe had it been carried out we could
have stormed the works successfully.
For a distance of 600 or 700 yards we were brought under a severe

and galling fire of musketry and canister, but succeeding in finding
shelter under the palisades surrounding the fort on the outside, I got
to the extreme front, and after lying for some time, during which time
I heard several voices exclaim that they only wanted a leader, and
seeing many ofiQcers around me, I sprang to my feet, drew my sword,
and endeavored to rally and encourage then) to charge the works.
Finding every effort and appeal in vain, I was obliged to resume my
position among the rest. About this time I was struck with a spent
shot, and while examining to see if I was wounded I had the mortifi-

cation to see the marines and the rear of the column of blue jackets
break and run. Soon the order of retreat rang from mouth to mouth,
and the whole party were in a disorderly retreat. It was then we lost

most of our men. I marched down along the beach with a great part
of my men and learned that Acting Master's Mate Edward K. Greene
was severely wounded. After embarking him in the second cutter I
directed him to moor the second cutter and launch outside the surf and
proceed with the second cutter to this ship. I then returned with what
men I could muster up the bea<jh, where I was informed Lieutenant
Gushing was endeavoring to rallj' the men together. I got well up to
the front again, but finding that everyone was in search of their own
boats, I returned and shoved oft" from the beach about 9 p. m. I reached
the U. S. 8. Fort DoneUon 10 p. m., where myself and men were kindly
refreshed with cofiee, and after becoming sufficiently rested I set off for

this ship and arrived at 11 p. m. I had 1 man killed, William F. Park,
landsman. M- Gavanaugh was killed next morning by the explosion in

the fort.

1 would respectfully commend to your notice for good conduct James
Dickenson, captain forecastle; William FuUerton, captain after guard.

I have to report the loss of the following arms: 8 swords with belts

and frogs, 9 revolvers, 8 frogs, 4 pistols and frogs. Two of the sword
belts and frogs and two revolvers were lost on the men killed; the
>atance were lost in the second cutter. While getting her off through
tbe surf she got broadside on to the surf, filled, and capsized. The men
had to strip before getting in the boats, and laid their arms in the

stem sheets, so that the loss was unavoidable.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Abbaham J. LOUOH,

Acting Master and Executive Officer,

Commander J. C. Beaumont, U. S. Navy.
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Seport of Commodore Oodon, IT. S. Kavy, commanding V. S. S. Susquehanna.

U. S. Frigate Susquehanna,
Off Fort Fisher, January 17, 1865.

Admiral : I have the honor to make the following report of the part

this ship took in the eugageiiients of the 13th and 15th instant with

Fort Fisher and its assault and final capture:
On both days named the Susquehanna came into and maintained her

position as per plan.

On the 13th we let our anchor go a little before 5 p. m., and, firing

deliberately, did good service. The fort evidently was silenced on our

face ; many of the guns were dismounted and the Mound part hardly
fired at all. I withdrew after dark by order, and no gun was fired by
the fort that I saw as we retired.

On the 15th we drew into action at 11 o'clock, and fired slowly or

rapidly, as occasion required. The fort responded feebly and ineffiec-

tually except from the Mound.
We landed in our boats about 100 sailors and marines under com-

mand of Lieutenant-Commander Blake. Lieutenant Bartlett, Acting
Ensign Bhoades, and Acting Master's Mate Cooper commanded detach-
ments of the sailors, and Lieutenant Wallace the marines.
We all witnessed the bold and daring attempt of the tars to assault

in front, and if it failed and resulted disastrously to us in killed and
wounded, it at all events most effectually aided the main storming party
of the gallant army by diverting the attention of the garrison and
enabled them to gain a footing and finally to accomplish perhaps one
of the most daring deeds of this war, the capture of Fort Fisher.

I have already spoken in high terms of the officers and crew of this
ship on a former occasion, and I again desire to renew my warm thanks
to the division ofiicers. Lieutenants Bartlett and Brown, Acting Master
Porter, and Acting Ensign Laycock for their zeal and spirit, and to the
crew for their hearty efforts and good conduct. I would also again call
your special attention to Ensign Preble, of whose eflBciency too much
can not be said.

Chief Engineer Johnson, with his entire department, are also entitled
to my thanks. They not only performed their duties with proper spirit,
but in the absence of the portion of my crew forming the landing party,
assisted at the guns as far as lay in their power.

I would also favorably mention James Callahan, coast pilot, whom I
at all times found most serviceable.
Lieutenant-Commander Blake, at the head of his men on shore, proved

himself there, as he always shows himself on board, brave, zealous, and
useful.

Lieutenant Wallace was wounded severely in the charge on the fort.
I particularly regret the injury to this officer, as he can not well be
replaced by his corps in the affections of this ship.

I enclose Lieutenant-Commander Blake's report, and notice of Lieu-
tenant Bartlett and Acting Ensign Rhoades, who, after the repulse of
our men, entered the fort with the army.

I would recommend for favorable mention to the Department Ordi-
nary Seaman James Shannon, and Henry S. Webster, landsman, who,
by their good conduct and bravery at the assault, are deserving of
medals.

I congratulate you, sir, on this our new victory, and if it was delayed
from the 25th of December to the 15th of January, the country 1 feel
sure, will not attribute it to any failure of the Navy, for we have demon-
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strated the truth of the remark in your former report that had the
attempt been made the capture of the fort would have been easier than
the then commanding general believed.

I enclose herewith carpenter's report and gunner's statement of
aramunitioD expended. The bursting of the 150-pounder rifle I greatly
regret, as its ed'ectiveness had been shown repeatedly during the engage-
ment. The damage sustained by this ship is trifling.

I have to regret the loss of 3 men killed and 15 wounded, a list of
which I have already sent you.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. GODON,

Commodore, Comdg. Fourth Div., North Atlantic Squadron.

Uear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Flagship Malvern.

Report of Lientenant-CommandeT Blake, V. S. Kayy, connnandiiig assaulting partyfrom the
IT. 8. S, Snaqaehanna.

tr. S. Frigate Susquehanna, January 18, 1865.

Commodore : I beg to submit the following report of the share taken
by the officers and men of this ship in the assault on Port Fisher on
the 15th instant:
The force consisted of about 75 sailors and marines. The of&cers

who aijcompanied me were Lieutenant J. K Bartlett, Acting Ensign
William [W.] Bhoades, and Acting Master's Mate M. [S.l Cooper, with
First Lieutenant of Marines William Wallace in command of his guard.
On reaching the beach I reported to Fleet Captain K. E. Breese, and in

obedience to his orders sent Mr. Wallace and his men to join the marine
battalion, and Mr. Ehoades, with 10 men, to report to Lieutenant Pres-

ton, who was engaged at the front digging rifle pits. With the remain-
der of my men and officers I was assigned to the first battalion of

sailors, under the command of Lieutenant-Commander Cushman. At
2^ p. m. we were moved round to the front and formed in line of battle

on the beach, the first battalion on the right, the marine battalion on
the left of the line. The men were ordered to lie down and take advan-
tage of the cover of the beach. At this time the fire of the fleet was
directly over our heads and several shot and shell from the more dis-

tant vessels struck and exploded near us. At 3 p. in. we moved to the

assault, advancing by the flank on the double-quick. As soon as we
commenced to move, the garrison of the fort opened with musketry;

feebly at first, but more vigorously as we advanced until the fire became
severe. Having reached the palisades in front of the fort, we filed to

the right and continued to advance until the first angle of the palisade

was reached, when we halted. The order was now given to bring the

marines to the front for the purpose of clearing the parapet, now swarm-

ing with men, and from which a heavy fire of musketry was kept up,

which we—the sailors—had no means of returning, being armed with

revolvers and cutlasses only. Before the marines could be brought up
they broke and, with the rest of the column, beginning at the rear,

commenced to retreat. Presuming at first that the retreat had been

ordered, I followed my men down the beach. Afterwards, finding my
mistake, T attempted to rally and bring to the front at least a part of

the force. Failing in this, finding myself the senior officer present, and

learning from one of General Terry's aids that the sailors and marines
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could be useful in the iiitrenchments to relieve the troops there, I gave
the order to all the officers I could iind to take their commands to General
Terry's headquarters and report for duty. I then returned to the front

to search for some ot my seniors. I discovered that they had remained
behind under the cover of the palisades, and maintained their position
until nightfall. Lieutenant Bartlett, belonging to my command, also

remained there, and I beg to call your attention to his personal gallantry.

Upon returning to headquarters I was ordered to post our men at the
breastworks for the night, which I did. Two of our men were killed

in the assault—Thomas Scott, seaman, and Theo. Minkofif, private,
marine. PrivateMarine Brennan has since died of his wounds. Wehad
14 wounded, among them, I regret to state, Lieutenant Wallace, whose
gallantry was conspicuous, especially in his efforts to rally his men.
Mr. Bhoades rendered most valuable service in the rifle pits, which were
dug under the fire of the enemy's sharpshooters, and occasionally a
discharge of grape, and wheu the enemy made the assault, accom-
panied by one brave fellow, James Shannon, he followed into the fort.

Shannon carried a flag, and placed it ou the parapet. Mr. Oooper per-
sisted in his desire to accompany the expedition in spite of severe
indisposition, and, as usual, made himself most valuable to me. I beg
to call your attention to the good conduct of Henry S. Webster, lands-
man, who remained with Lieutenant Wallace, under fire, until aid could
be obtained to bring him to the rear. In conclusion, I wish to express
my entire satisfaction with the conduct of all under my command.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

r. B. Blake,
Lieutenant- Commander.

Commodore S. W. Godon,
U. S, S. Susquehanna.

letter of Lieutenant Bartlett, V. 8. ITavy, to his aiiters.

U. S. S. SUSQXTEHANNA,
At Sea, January 18, 1865.

I will write this letter to both of you together, as you will expect a
very long one, giving a full account of our doings at Wilmington.
Hurrah for our admiral ! He said Fort Fisher could be taken and he

was right. This is the first time since the day of the fight that 1 have
had a chance to write. Is not the taking of Port Fisher glorious newsT
It is a great loss to the rebels. The papers will be full of detailed
accounts of the fight. These you will most likely read before you get
this letter, so I think my letter will be more interesting to you if I iust
write the part I took in the aflair.

Ton will read in the papers how the troops were lauded and fire
opened the first day. The rebels were not able to fire a single shot
at us.

We began the fire at about half past 4 in the afternoon, and con-
tinned till dark. At sunset it was a most beautiful sight. The suu set
directly behind the fort. I think I never saw a more beautiful one Thesmoke of bursting shell against the bright red sky and half the fort in
lull blaze made the most magnificent picture ever seen
On the second day it blew a gale of wind, so that nothing could bedone with the fleet, still the Ironsides, monitors, and several of the

small gunboats kept up a heavy fire all day.
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On the morning of the 15th, Sunday, we were underway at 5 o'clock"

It promised to be a beautiful day. At daylight the fleet was formed in
line of battle and began to move toward the fort. We did not move
into action, however, till after 10.

At about 10 the admiral made signal to "Arm and away all boats,"
and to assemble on the beach. In a few moments the whole place was
alive with hundreds of boats pulling for the shore. We landed and were
formed into line. We had li boats from our ship containing 50 blue-

jackets and 18 marines. Lieutenant-Gouimauder Blake had charge of
one boat and myself the other. When we were lauded on the beach
Jack was for making a run right for the fort, but it was hardly time yet.

I should think there must have been over 2,000 ashore from the fleet.

Each boat had 5 men armed with spades; these were immediately
sent to the front to throw up rifle pits tor our marines. As soon as the
sailors were formed wo marched up to within about a mile and [a] half
of the fort, and drew up in three lines to wait for the army. They were
to be ready at 2 o'clock, when we were to make the assault together.

While here the rebels fired a few shell, wounding several marines who
were not in the rifle pits, but drawn up in front of tlie sailors. Wo all

lay down in the sand so as to make as small a mark as possible, and
waited patiently for the time to come for the assault. While we were
here the fleet was hard at work, keeping up a terrific bombardment on
the fort. We had a grand chance to see it. It was a most magnificent
sight. We lay at this place until 2 o'clock.

We were getting very hungry, as we had taken our breakfast at day-
light. I was anxious to get into the fort to try some rebel provisions.

At 2 o'clock we learned that the army would not be ready to move
until 3. About this time wefiled down on the beach andmarclxd toward
the fort on the double-quick; when within half a mile we lay down on
the beach, the rise from the water protecting us from musketry.
We also threw up sand in front of us with our hands. I had command
of the second comi)any of the first division. Tiiis division was to lead

the assault, so I was near the head. The division was divided into three

companies. While here the fleet were firing directly over our heads,

which was far from pleasant, as some of them fell short and right

among us, wounding several.

All the time we lay here the rebels kept up a heavy fire of musketry,

but fired much too high.

At 3 o'clock we made the charge for the fort on the double-quick.

We were to charge the fort on its front or sea face, while the soldiers

charged the eastern or land face. From the front of the fort there is a
line of palisades running down to within a short distance of the water.

When we started on the charge the fleet ceased its fire, but the rebels

opened on us a most murderous fire of musketry, with now and then a
round of grape and canister.

There was a halt at the foot of the palisades till the sailors in the

rear should come up. I stopped close to the end of them. Oh, such a

fire as fwe] were under. Sailors and officers were dropping all around
me. Lieutenant Porter, a classmate of mine, was shot dead close by
me, and Lieutenant Preston a few yards ahead. Both of these officers

had just been released from Columbia jail. South Carolina. The sailors

were coming up rapidly, so I .jumped up and ran toward the tort M'ith

several other officers, shouting to the men to follow. A few followed,

but many fell. We reached the next angle of the stockade. Here I

got a rifle from a marine and settled a few rebels. They were standing

right up on the top of the fort tiring right down on us. The sailors
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were ahead and the marines in the rear. I was just aiming at a rebel

when I heard a shont beliind. I looked around.

The sailors were all ou the run down the beach. The marines broke
and ran, the sailors following. Poor Jack. JJe could not stand the

fire of bullets with nothing to fire back, as they were armed with cut-

lasses and revolvers. We tried to call the marines ap to thefront with

their rifles to lire through the palisades, but they would not come.
I shouted and waved my sword for the sailors to come back, but no,

ofit" they went down the beach. About a dozen officers and 20 men'
remained at the palisades. I had made up my mind to go into that

fort, and conld not run. I could have cried when the bluejackets

retreated, but it was high time for me to look out for myself. I began
to dig a hole with my hands. You would have laughed to have seen

me. It did not take me long to get a pile of sand in front of me high
enough to screen me from fire. This was at about h,alf past 3. I kept
on digging until I had a hole that I could stand up in. The sand was
very soft and dry, so that it was easily thrown up. Every time I threw
up a handfull of sand on the edge of my pit, a dozen bullets would skip
over my head. It was rather unpleasant, as it knocked the sand all

down on me.
The rebels had about one-third of their force at this angle, and the

rest where the soldiers were expected to charge, but when they saw us
coming up the beach they thought it must be the main attack, and
called "all hands" over to our angle; this gave the soldiers a chance to
gain a footing at the other angle. But when the sailors retreated, most
of them went back to meet the soldiers.

Our soldiers fought like tigers, and the rebels were not far behind
them. I will send you a sketch of the fort. The soldiers gained the
first mound or traverse, and then fought hand to hand with the rebels
for each mound.

After the fight, between each mound, the killed were piled up a dozen
deep. It was a terrible sight the next day. Too horrible to describe.
We remained nnder the palisades until we could escape under cover

of darkness. At a little after 6 we began to run the gantlet, a few
at a time, the rebels keeping up a good sLower of balls. Soon after the
sailors retreated the fleet opened fire again on the forts. We were
now in a rather tight place, as some of the shell burst close to us, and
we began to think of a surrender, but intended to hold out till a shell
did land directly among us. They landed everywhere but just where
we lay.

I will send you a piece of the palisades, knocked down by a bullet
above my head, also a piece of the rebel flag staff. It was a very long
afternoon to spend in such a place. I wished myself most everywhere
else.

When the sailors started to run they were shot down like sheep; over
fifty lay dead at the foot of the palisades. Now and then a wounded
man would raise his head; a dozen bullets would fly toward him in an
instant. It was low tide when we made the charge and a few fell close
to the water. Before dark the tide rose and the waves washed up on
the poor fellows, some only wounded. It was hard to look on and not
be able to give them any help. I wished to see if my friend Porter was
still alive, so I waited till near the last. He was lying on the beach
about a hundred yards from the palisades. I ran to him and dropped
beside him. I found him dead, a shot having passed through his body
I took his sword, belt, and glove, and then, oh ! how I did run for a little
way. The rebels fired about twenty shots at me. I had only got a few
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hundred yards when I met a poor fellow, a master's mate from the Tm«-
carora. He was wounded in the back and leg. I helped him down the
beach aboat 2 miles, when'I came to a camp fire where our surgeons
were attending the wounded. While I lay in my hole under the fort I

conld hear our soldiers fighting, their cheering when they gained anotber
mound, and the rebels with their battle yell.

The rebels fired grape several times at the party under the palisades.
I don't like them at all. The soldiers took over two thousand prison-
ers. There were 2,300 rebels in the fort and 2,600 of our soldiers in the
assault. About 600 fell in the assault and 200 more were killed by an
explosion the next morning. The cause is not known ; supposed to have
been caused through carelessness of some of our soldiers with a naked
light going into a magazine.
There were 52 guns in the fort, all very heavy ones, besides a great

many small fieldpieces. Of these heavy guns 35 were dismounted or
rendered unfit for service by the fire of the fleet. The general shape of
the fort is about the same as before our hammering, but there is hardly
a square foot of the fort that has not been struck by our shell, each
making a deep hole. The bombproofs of the fort were full of wounded
men and the dead were lying in every direction, some terribly torn by
shell. There was one magnificent gun in a battery just below Fort
Fisher—150-pounder Armstrong. It was presented to Jeft". Davis by Sir

W. J. Armstrong. It was kept bright and mounted on a mahogany
carriage, beautifully mounted with brass. General Beauregard visited

this fort a few days before our attack and said that it could not be
taken; that it was the strongest work in America. Immediately after

Mr. Butler ran away on his mule captured here. The ladies of Wil-
mington held a grand picnic in honor of having driven the Yankees
away. I saw some of the remains—champagne bottles lying about the

ground. Now is our turn to have a picnic there.

After arriving at the hospital I busied myself till near 10 trying to

get boats to carry ofi^' the wounded. At last one of the boats from our
ship coming ashore, I filled it with wounded men and came off to the

ship. They were indeed surprised to see me, as a few of the men who
had returned on board all said they had seen me fall at the palisades.

I fell over men several times in front of me, but soon got up again.

The commodore would hardly believe it was 1.

At halfpast 10 signal was made to the fleet that the fort was ours.

The whole fleet gave three rousing cheers, threw up rockets, burned
blue lights, and blew their whistles. I took charge of our whistle and
made it express my sentiments in many a loud blast. I have visited

tbefort and will tell you all about it myself. I dated at sea; we are

now on our way north—first to Norfolk and then to New York. I hope
to be with you very soon. I am too tired to write any more to-night.

Good night.
Your loving brother, Johnnie.

Beport nf tJminer Wangh, V. S. Kavy, regarding the trarsting of a Parrott rifle on the "O. 8. B.

SnBquehanna.

U. S. S. Susquehanna,
Off Fort Fisher, January 17, 1865.

Sib : I would respectfully report that in the action ofthe 15th instant,

the forward pivot, Parrott rifle 150-pounder No. 82, burst, carrying

away the upper portion of the gup ^.nd right trunnion, extending from

N w B—VOL 11 34
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the band, thence a distance of 5^ feet toward the muzzle. The breech

is cracked in half and only held together by the baud. The gun has

been fired 256 times, with a charge of 16 pouuds of powder. The gun
had been fired during the action 88 times, at au elevation of 4 degrees,

and had become much heated.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Edward J. Waxjgh,

Gunner, U. 6'. Navy.

Commodore S. W. Godon,
Gommanding TJ. S. S. Stisquehanna.

Seport of GuiineT Wangh, V. S. ITavy, regarding the expenditnre of ammanition on the

IT. S. 8. Sosquehanna.

U. S. S. Susquehanna,
At Sea, January 18, 1865.

Sir : I would respectfully report the foUowiug amount of ammunition
expended, arms and equipments lost, and damage sustained by the gun
carriages during the bombardment and assault upon Fort Fisher on the
13th and 15th January, 1865:

643 IX-inch lO-ponnd cartridges.
573 IX-inch shell, 10 second.
70 IX-inch shell, 15 second.
215 150-pounder l&-ponnd cartridges.
215 150-pounder shell, percnssion.
42 12-pounder rifie, 1-ponnd cartridges.
24 12-poander rifle sheU, Hotchkiss.
18 12-ponnder rifle shell, Dahlgren.

1,000 revolver cartridges.
17 revolvers, Whitneys.

15 revolvers, frogs.

1 revolver box.
4 swords, Ames.
8 swords, frogs.
2 pikes, boarding.
21 waist belts.

2 sets of boat traverses.
2 sets of landing skids.
2 sets tracks for field carriages.

The front transom and right bracket of the forward pivot carriage
are broken, as also the arm of the elevating screw.
Three of the IX-inch gun carriages have the roller handspike plates

sprung, and one ofthem entirely oft".

The plates on the dumb trucks of six IX-inch carriages are off.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Edward J, Waugh,

Ounner, U. S. Navy.
Lieutenant-Commander Francis B. Blake, U. S. Navy,

U. 8. Frigate Susquehanna.

Report of Carpenter Killer, U. S. Navy, regarding injuries sustained by the TJ. S. S. Susque-
hanna.

U. S. Frigate Susquehanna,
At Sea, January 19, 186,'j.

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of damages this
ship sustained during the action of Fort Fisher on the 13th. 14th and
16th instant: ' '

The starboaxd battery being engaged, the concussion ripped off much
ot the hghtjomerwork fore and aft on the starboard after guard theframework started, and joinerwork torn off; decks much started 'and
leaking badly; both launches stove to pieces, being used by the armv
in landing artilfery from the army transports. ° J J

The ship wants general repairs throughout. The fore yardarm on
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the starboard side carried away by a piece of the forward pivot gun
(150-pouuder) bursting.
Fo other serious damages in carpenter's department.
All ofwhich is submitted.

I am, respectfiilly, your obedient servant,

Jos. E. Miller,
Carpenter.

Lieutenant-Commander F. B. Blake.

Report of Snigeon Barclay, V. S. Navy, Tegarding casualties on the V. S. S. Snsqnehanna.

Killed and wounded in assault.

Name.
I

Kate.

Thomas Brennnn
Thomas Scott
N.S.lTheo.lMinkotf

.

William Wallace
J acob Wagner
John CoHtello
Robert Carrie
John Keating
Herbert Weathroub...
William lirown
White Hewlett
Edward Bntler
Howard K. Chellia
Charles Beut

Private, Marine Corps
Seaman
Fri vate, Marine Corps
Lieutenant, Marine Corps.
Quartermaster
Private, Marine Corps
Ordinary seaman
Boatswain's mate
Ordinary seaman

do
Corporal, Mai-ine Corps . .

.

Seaman
Landsman
Ordinary seaman

Bemarks.

Killed.
Do.
Do.

Wounded.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

The following-named men were wounded by the bursting of the for-

ward pivot rifled gun:

"Name. Kate. Bemarks.

William Tavlor Wounded.

Dennis Walsh
1 blast isBoing from fractured portion of gun.

Cofll heaver 1 Wounded,
William Lewis ' CaptaiD torecaatle . Do.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
John O'O. Babclat,

Surgeon.

Commodore S. W, Godon,
Gomdg. Fourth Division, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Beport of OommodoTe Schenck, C S. ITavy, commanding third division, regarding the opera-

tions of the V. 8. S. Powhatan.

[Dayton, Ohio, June 27, 1865.]

Admiral : I have the honor to report that the U. S. S. Powhatan
(first class), under my command, was got underway at 7 a. m. on the

13tli of January and took her position as assigned by you in line of

battle immediately after all boats were sent to assist in the landing of

the troops. At 8 : 15 a. m. signal was made to anchor. At 3 p. m. the

boats returned, got underway, and steamed into line. At 3 :30 p.m.
anchored in the position assigned me, and immediately commenced
firing npon Fort Fisher and the batteries between the fort and Mound,
which was vigorously continued until G:3() p. m., when, in obedience to

the signal, 1 hauled out to a safe anchorage for the night.
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On the 14th my launches were employed in assisting in the landing
of artillery, ammunition, provisions, etc., for the troops.

On the 15th, at 5 a. m., took my position in the line of battle. At
10:20, in obedience to the signal, called away all armed boats. At
10:40 the boats left the ship with 100 seamen and marines, about an
equal number of each. Lieutenant and Executive OtBcer George M.
Bache in command, First Lieutenant F, H. Corrie in charge of marines.
At 11:25 a. m. anchored according to instructions and commenced the
engagement with the starboard battery, viz, 1 Xl-incli pivot gun aft,

and 11 IX-inch guns in battery, having substituted 2 IX incli for the
lOO-pounder Parrott pivot gunforward, and 1 IX-inchforthe 100-pounder
Parrott broadside gun. I had, before going into the action at all,

transferred the port battery to the starboard side, so as to avoid using
those guns, which had been pretty severely tested in the previous
attacks upon the fort on the ^4th and 25th of December. A rapid and
effective fire was kept up on the fort until tbe assault was about to be
made by the sailors and marines, when our attention was directed to
the Mound and the batteries along the beach. As all our operations
were conducted under your immediate supervision, it is unnecessary to
enter into further details of transactions which you witnessed, but in
justice to the gallant oflQcers and crew under my immediate command,
I feel bound U> call your attention to the coolness, courage, and alac-
rity with which they performed their duty. As a much greater num-
ber of officers and men volunteered to land with the attacking party
than could be spared from the ship, the dflicate duty devolved upon
me of making the selection. Lieutenant and Executive Officer George
M. Bacbe claimed the right to command by virtue of seniority. Ensign
Ira Harris, jr., claimed that he had a better right because he was one
of many children and not the only child of his parents, as was the case
with his friend and competitor. Acting Ensign Eobley D. Evans
founded his claim upon the fact of the other members of his family
being actively engaged among the rebels. All three of these ofBcers
were wounded in the assault, the last named, I fear, will be perma-
nently disabled. How well the landing party performed its duty may
be judged of from the fact that full one- third was killed and wounded.
It is due to the marines of this ship and to their commander, First-
Lieutenant F. H. Corrie, to say that the utmost alacrity and cheerful-
ness were shown in the performance of their duty. The officers and men
who remained by the ship conducted themselves throughout the action
in a manner every way creditable.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
James Findlay Schenck,

Commodore, Commanding Third Division.

Rear Admiral David D. Pohter,
Commanding UTorth Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Keportof Commodore Sohenck, V. S. Navy, commanding V. 6. S. Powhatan, regarding caaa-
alties.

U. S. S. Powhatan, January 16, 1865.

o?«L' } ^*T^« ® honor to enclose the report of Surgeon Mayo of cas-
ualties, in addition to which I have to report:
James Flannigan, ordinary seaman, killed.
George Jones, calker, killed.

Archibald Campbell, landsman, killed.
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Misstng.-^Hoheit Dougherty, landsman; Daniel B. Shields, lands-
man; Corporal Eulon, marine; Musician Bourke, marine; Private
Benson, marine; Private Wasmuth, marine; Private Hicks, marine:
Private O'Brien, 2d, marine.

I have a boat with an officer on shore in search of the missing.
I have ascertained that Ensign E. D. Evans was taken on board the

Santiago de Cuba seriously wounded, and is doing well, and that
e.eorge F. Putt, captain hold, was taken on board the Colorado, where
he died of his wounds.
The 4 men slightly wounded will be fit for dutv in a few days and

have not been sent to the hospital ship.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. P. SOHENCK,
Commodore, Comdg. U. S. 8. Powhatan and Third Division.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Poeteb,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Bepoit of Commodoie Schneok, U. S. Havy, regarding the return of miising men.

U. S. a. Powhatan, January IT, 1865.
SiE

: In my report of casualties yesterday the following men were
returned as missing. I have now to report Corporal Kulon, marine;
Musician Bourke, marine; Private Benson, marine; Private Hicks,
marine; Private O'Brien, 2d, marine; Daniel B. Shields, landsman, as
having returned on board.

Private Wasmuth, marine, it is said, is on board the U". S. S. Fort
Jackson, seriously wounded. Eobert Dougherty, landsman, still
missing.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. P. SCHENOK,
Commodore, Commanding U, S. S. Powhatan and Third Division.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Pobteb,
Commanding Worth Atlantic Squadron.

Boport of Surgeon Mayo, IT. S, Navy, regarding caraalities on the V. S. 8. Powhatan.

U. S. S. POWHAI'AN,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, January 16', 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to report the following list of casualties from
the recent assault on Fort Fisher:

Xo. Kame. Sate. Remarks.

George M. Bache Wonnd of right shoulder.
"Wound of right leg.
Wound of thigh.
Wound ofboth thighs.

?
3 Owen Dalv
4
5

fi Wound of right arm.
Wound of leit thigh.
Wound of head; aligkt
Bight thigh; slight.

gi^g-LVfl!?.;
""«''*•

llight shoulder and back.

7 H N Barrow . . Third-claHS bov
fl

n
10 Abiiali Ball
11 John GoIUds
12 Patrick O'Donnell Private, marine



534 NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

No. Name. Rate. Remarka.

Robert H. Ropelle .

.

ThomaB CruoDusy
WillKeeal
B'rank Aleck
R.D.Evans
George F.Pntt ....

Armorer
Seaman
Private, marine.
Private, marine.
Ensign
Captain of hold

Wonnilof breastj slight.

"Wonnd of right leg.

'Wonnd of abdomen.
Wonnd of thigh.
Reported shot through both legs.

Reported killed.

Very re8i)ectfnlly,

Henry O. Mayo,
Surgeon.

Commodore J. F. Schenck,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Powliatan and Third Division,

North Atlantic Squadron.

Beport of Commodore Schenck, U. S. Jfvry, regarding injnries nutained by lieutenant Corrie,

V. 8. Marine Corps.

U. S. S. Powhatan, January 17, 1865.

Sib : In addition to other casaalties I have to report First Lieutenant
[F. H.J Corrie, U. S. Marine Corps, as having beeu badly ruptured in
line of duty in making the assault. On recommendation of the surgeon
he has been transferred to tbft hospital ship Fort Jackson.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. F. SOHENOK,

Commodore, Gomdg. U. 8. 8. Powliatan and Third Division.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Fobteb,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Beport of Commander Trailey, U. S. Hayjr, commanding XT. 8. S. Tnicarora.

U. S. S. TUSOAEOEA,
Off Georgetown, S. C, January 26, 1865.

Admiral: I have the honor to report that, in compliance with your
orders and signals of the 13th instant, I proceeded in with this steamer
on the morning of that day, iu company with the fleet under your com-
mand, taking my position in the line of battle as per special chart fur-
nished, and which was on the outside of line No. 2 and between the U. S.
steamers PowAafoM and Juniata, which line steered in toward a battery
near which the army transports were anchored preparatory to the land-
ing of the troops. At 8 : 40 a. m., by signal from your vessel, dispatched
the launch, first and second cutters, in charge of Acting Ensigns S. L.
Griffin, Oliver Swain, and S. E. Willits, to go alongside the army trans-
ports and assist the boats of the fleet in landing the troops.
At 9:25 a. m. came to anchor outside the transports, in company

with the vessels of line No. 2, to cover the landing. At 3 : 20 p. mf the
boats having returned from the duty upon which they had been sent,
signals were again made from your ship to «' get underway " « form
lineofbattle," and "take your stations," when the line proceeded in
toward Fort Fisher, and at 5:20 p.m. let go kedge anchor astern,
abreast of stem of U. S. 8. Powhatan, and worked into position Let
go starboard anchor, veering to 30 fathoms chain, immediatelv after-wards opening fire with No. 3, Xl-inch gun, and then successively with
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starboard broadside and pivot guns; using percussion shells witli the
rifle guns, and 10-second fuzes with Vlll-inch and Xl-inch shell guns;
which firing waskept up vigorously and with telling effect upon Fort
Fisher until G:05 p. m., when a tug came within hail, conveying orders
from you to discontinue firing and withdraw from action. Weighed
and stood out to southward and eastward, and in (;oiii])any with other
vessels came to with starboard anchor in 7 fathoms water.
On the following day (14th instant) the ironclads and vessels of line

No. 1, under the batteries only, keeping up a heavy fire upon them,
and apparently doing great execution.
On Sunday, January 15, a little after midnight, received verbal orders

from a tug which came near and hailed, giving orders from you to get
underway at 5 a, ni., and as soon after as signals could be seen "Form
line of battle." Steamed soon afterwards into line, subsequently heav-
ing to and steaming ahead slowly to maintain position, and governed
by the movements of the leading ships, the boats beingprepared in the
meantime to land officers and men for the assault on the enemy's
works. At 10:20 a. m., by signal, the boats, three in number, consist-

ing of launch, first and second cutters, in charge of Lieutenant-
Commander W. N. Allen, Acting Ensigns S. L. Grittin and Oliver Swain,
assisted by Acting Master's Mate Arthur F. Aldrich and Acting Third
Assistant Engineer William B. Snow, with 41 seamen, landsmen, and
coal heavers and 14 marines, left the ship with orders to proceed along-
side the flagship for instructions, from whence they proceeded, with
numerous boats from other ships, to the beach, upon which they landed,
preparatory to an assault to be made on the works of the enemy, the
ships of the line taking their positions in battle, as signaled to, and
opening fire upon the enemy.
At 12:10 p. m. your signal to take my position was immediately

complied with; and at 12 : 20 p. m., having reached position between the
U. S. S, Powhatan on starboard quarter and Juniata on starboard
bow, came to anchor with kedge and hawser astern, and with starboard
anchor ahead, in 6 fathoms water, I again opened a rapid fire with
starboard battery on the works of Fort Fisher, using similar projectiles

as on the 13th, and on which batteries fire was continued until 3:05
p. m., when signal 2211 was made by you, and the steam whistles of
the fleet blown " to change fire " to the Mound, which was immediately
complied with, but only with the Xl-inch and 100 pounder Parrott,

not being able to give sufficient elevation to the Ylll-inch shell guns.

During this period and until the firing closed, capital gunnery practice

was seen, made by the captains of the guns, under the supervision of

the officers of divisions.

Though shot and shell fell around the ship in every direction, it is

truly gratifying to be able to report that not one struck, nor had 1 any
casualty to fall upon anyone on board during the bombardment; but
regret to add that on the return of the boats to the ship at sundown I

was grieved to learn that during the assaultmade on shore John Gamp-
bell (yeoman), William H. Bedding (captain forecastle), and John
McAdams (seaman), had been killed, and that in the boats alongside

were nine persons, ^ome seriously wounded, among whom were Lieu-

tenant-Commander Weld N. Allen (executive officer), John Hale (coal

heaver), John Morris (seaman), James B. Jenkins (marine), Duncan
Dunbar (landsman), Emanuel P. Blackwood (ordinary seaman), Frank
Barry (landsman), A. Collum (corporal marines), Philip Baker (seaman),

and three others too badly wounded to be brought on board, but who
were placed on board the U. S. S. Nansemond, viz, Acting Master's
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Mate Arthur P. Aldrich, Robert Gannett (seaman), and John Eagau
(coxswain).

On the following day Thomas J. Lynch (marine) was found missing,

supposed to have been blown up in the explosion of the magazine of

Fort Fisher, as he was seen there a few minutes previous to that

accident.
At or about 10 p. m. of the 15th lights appeared in the fort, succeeded

by such glorious cheers we were convinced that our forces were in pos-

lession, and which was confirmed by rockets and lights from the vessels

of the fleet soon afterwards.

It affords me great pleasure to report that every officer and man on

board displayed the greatest zeal to perform and carry out the discip-

line of the service and in the performance of every duty required of

him, and it would be invidious to mention any one as superiorover others.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
James Madison Frailey.

Commander, U. 8. Navy.

Eear-Admiral David I>. Poetbr,
Comdg. North Atlantic Squadron, offNeio Inlet, North Carolina.

Report of CommaudeT Frailey, U. S. Navy, commanding V. S S. Toscarora, regarding the

ausanlting party from that vessel.

U. S. S. TUSCARORA,
Off Wilmington, N. C, January 16, 1863.

Sir : In compliance with your instructions, I respectfully report that

a company consisting of 5 officers, 55 seamen, ordinary seamen, lands-

men, and marines, was organized and landed on the loth instant to

assist in the assault made that day on Fort Fisher by a portion of com-
bined crews of all the vessels attached to the squadron.
Lieutenant-Commander W. N. Allen, commanding the detachment

from this vessel, speaks in the highest terms of praise of the gallant
manner in which all the officers and men advanced to the attack, but in
which they were, unfortunately, repulsed, with the loss of 3 men killed
and 12 wounded. One marine, Thomas Lynch, missing, supposed to
have been blown up by the explosion of the magazine this morning,
being seen there by a shipmate a short time previous to the explosion.
The following list comprises the names of killed, wounded, and

missing

:

ffiJied.—John Campbell, yeoman; John W. Redding, coxswain; John
McAdams, seaman.

Wounded.—Lieutenant-Commander Weld N. Allen, left elbow joint;
Acting Master's Mate A. F. Aldrich, hip, seriously; Robert Gnnnett,
seaman, badly in shoulder; John Eagan, captain top, in the neck ; John
Hale, coal heaver, seriously in breast; John Morris, seaman, seriously
in breast; James B. Jenkins, marine, in hip ; Duncan Dunbar, lands-
man, in the neck; Emanuel P, Blackwood, ordinary seaman, wrist;
Frank Barry, landsman, in the side and hand; Philip Baker, seaman,
in the side; Corporal A. Collum. marine, in wrist and shoulder.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
James Madison Frailey,

Commander, U. 8. Navy,

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, off Wilmington, N. C,
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BepOTt of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, V. S, Navy, commanding V. 3. S. Juniata

U. S. S. Juniata,
OffNetc Inlet, North Carolina, January 1(1, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to report that during the bombardment of
Fort Fisher, on the 13th, this ship sustained no damage whatever. On
the 15th one shell passed through the mam rigging, carrying away one
starboard and two port shrouds. One shell came inboard, struck the
chase of the disabled 100-pounder gun, exploded, wounded 4 men, and
dented the smokestack. Another exploded under the starboard bow,
from which no injury was sustained, so far as can be ascertained.

Sixteen rounds were fired on the first day and 105 on the last, and
most of the shells were well planted, only a few bursting short.

Forty-five men and 20 marines composed the storming party, under
the charge of Acting Master Charles H. Hamilton, Ensign Charles
McGregor, and Master's Mates (acting) George H. Prescott and W. F.
Warnick.

I can not speak too highly in praise of the bravery and coolness dis-
played by the officers and crew of this vessel. Individually they per-
formed their duty nobly and did all their country could require of them.
On three occasions they were well tested, and I judged fiom the number
of shots which passed over and fell around us that the enemy occasion-
ally selected the Juniata for a target.
Where all behaved so well, it seems invidious to make a selection,

but I must beg leave to call your especial attention to the cool, gallant,
and able manner in which the executive officer, Lieutenant Frederick V.
McJCair, performed his whole duty.
The number of casualties and amount of injuries sustained, together

with the quantity of ammunition expended, will be found in the accom-
panying reports of the surgeon, engineer,* boatswain,* gunner,* and
carpenter.*

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
Thos. S. Phelps,

Lieutenant- Commander, Commanding.

Eear-Admiral David D. Poetee, U. S. Navy,
Gomdy. North Atlantic iiquadron, off New Inlet, North Carolina.

Beport of Surgeon Gorgas, IT. S. Navy, regarding casualties on the U. S. 8. Juniata.

U. S. S. Juniata,
OffNew Inlet, North Carolina, January 16, 1865.

Sir: The following is a list of the killed and wounded of this ship in

yesterday's engagement with the forts and batteries ashore:

Killed (and iuried ashore).

Name. £ate.

Charles H. Fremont Quarter gunner
Sevren O.Smith ' Captain forecastle.
Edward Lindsay ' Landsman

George Nicliolls ' Seaman
Edvard Brennan Marine

Remarlca.

Bullet through the bead.
Do.

Bullet wound in right hip, and left leg
broken by grapesbot; found drowned,

f Supposed to bave been killed by an ex-

5 plosion ashore; bodies not found.

Total killed, 6.

' Reports not found.



538 NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADINS SQUADRON.

Wounded.

Name. Bate.

Charles H. Hamilton

Robert Wilson
John W. Baker
William Prescott...
John Redden

Acting master

Captain after gnard
Landsman
Qnartermaster
Marine

Bemarks.

Powder burn on the face from the barst*
ing of a musket.

Ballet wonnd of the right aboalder.
Bullet wound of right Knee.
Ballet wound of left leg.

Shell wound left knee.

The above were wounded ashore in the storming party.

The following were wounded aboard ship

:

Name. Kate. Beraarka.

fl Sailmaker's mate
7 ClirUtiau Brockman Shell wouuds face and right forearm.

Shell wouDds back; slight.
Powder bum of the face and right hand
from tbe exploalon of a shell.

Reported to have a ballet woaiid in the
cnest. This man has not arrived on
board ship yet.

ft

f) Thomas Maboney Ordinary aeaman

10 Henry Wiltiamft

Total troiindefl, 10.

John W. Baker's wound is very severe and he will i)robably lose his
leg. The rest of the wounded are likely to do well.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Albert C. Gorgas,

Surgeon, U. S. Navy.
Lieutenant-Commander Thomas S. Phelps,

Commanding U, 8. S. Juniata.

Beport of Acting Master Hamilton, TJ. S. ITavy, regarding the burial of the killed.

U. S. Ship Juniata,
Off New Inlet, Cape Fear [River], January 16, 1865.

SiB: In compliance with your orders to me this morning, I have the
honor to make the following statements:

I counted 49 bodies on the ground, including an officer belonging to
the U. S. 8. Montgomery, and who lay on the g:round until all, excepting
JO or 11, were buried. Toward noon, having been on my feet for
thirty-six hours, and my face, which was badly burned yesterday by
the bursting of a musket alongside of me, paining me exceedingly, I
was forced to go on board, leaving 10 or 11 unburied; whereof about
half belonged to the U. S. S. Powhatan, and one to the Malvern, killed
by the explosion at the fort.

It was impossible to find out the names of many of the killed. I
buried 1 marine and 8 sailors, that nobody on the ground recognized in
one trench.

'

Going on board, 1 reported on board the Powhatan that several of
their men were lying on the beach.
Having neither pencil nor pajier, I could not take down the names of

the men that were recognized; but with the exception of the 9 afore-
mentioned, and the bodies I left behind, they were all buried by their
own shipmates.

I buried 3 belonging to this ship.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant.

Okas. H. Hamilton,
Acting Master, U. 8. 8. Juniata.

Lientenant-Oommander K. E. Breese,
Fleet Captain, North Atlantic Squadron, U. 8. 8. Malvern.
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Eeport of Captain Sidgaly, TJ. S. Navy, Commanding XT. S. S. Shenandoah.

U. S. S. Shenandoah,
Off Fort Fhher, January 17, 1865.

Sin : I have the honor to report the part taken by this ship in the
bombardment which resulted in the capture of Fort Fisher:
January 13, at 8: 10 a. ni., 1 sent this ship's boats to assist in landing

the troops. At 3: 10 p. m. got underway and took our position in line
of battle.

At 5 o'clock anchored in our station and opened fire on the batteries
between Fort Fisher and the Mound with good effect.

At 6 : 05 p. m. ceased firing in obedience to signal, and stood to the
northward and eastward.
January 14, at 4 p. m., we were signaled by the admiral to come

within hail, and ordered to go under the stern of the BrooMyn and
open fire.

We anchored in that position, and were ordered to weigh and stand
closer in. We stood in to 44 fathoms and opened fire with effect. At
6:40 p. m. was ordered to cease firing and fire in our turn for one
hour during the night.
At 3 : 05 a. m. opened fire for one hour.
At 9 : 30 p. m. was ordered by the dispatch boat to take our position

in line of battle next morning.
At daylight got underway and stood out to our station in line.

At 9 : 48 a. m. sent the first and second launches aud first cutter with
the storming party, consisting of 54 men and 14 marines, under com-
mand of Lieutenant S. W. Nichols, the executive oflicer, Ensign Sands,
aTid Boatswain J. H. PoUey.
At 11 a. m. was signaled by the admiral to fire at a steamer in the

river. I immediately steamed up to the mouth of the channel, the
steamer in the meantime having run up the river out of sight.
At 11: 45 was ordered to take our station in line. We anchored,

head and stern, one ship's length ahead of the Juniata, and opened
fire on the batteries between Fort Fisher and the Mound with good
effect, until ordered to change the direction of our fire on the Mound.
The shots came over and around us, but none struck us.

Allow me to congratulate you, sir, on the fall of Fort Fisher, one of
the most formidable of forts, which was so damaged by the bombard-
ment of the fleet that it was carried by the first assault.

I enclose Lieutenant Nichols' report of the storming party from this

ship, which will speak for itself.

I take, great pleasure in bearing testimony to the cool bearing of
Lieutenant 8. W. Nichols, the executive oflBcer, and the other officers

and crew of this ship during the bombardment.
I enclose a memorandum of the expenditure of ammunition.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Daniel B. Eidgely,

Captain, IT. S. Navy.
Hear-Admiral DAVID P. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Lientenant Nichols, V. S. Navy, commanding aasanlting party from the IT. S. 8.

Shenandoah.

U. S. S. Shenandoah,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, January 17, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to report that on leaving this ship on the

morning of the 15th instant, in charge of assaulting party of this ship,
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consistiug of 54 men- and a sergeant's guard of marines, with Ensign

J. H. Sands and Boatswain J. H. PoUey, I passed within hail of the

Malvern, and was there ordered to report to Lieutenant-Commander
Breese on shore.

Arrived on shore, leaving two men as boat keepers in each of the

three boats, reported to Lieutenant-Commander Breese and was by him
placed in the third division, under command of Lieutenant-Commander
Selfridge. The marines were ordered elsewhere. On the charge our

men were orderly, kept together, did not drop except when ordered to

do so, and when the stockade in front of the fort was reached were
among the foremost, and were among the last to fall back. Robert
Esler, second captain forecastle, remained with me and other oflRcers

and men behind the stockade until dark, when we all succeeded in

getting away.
I found that marines Charles Smith, Adolph. Burton, Wilmer D.

Lyne, James Whyte, Thomas S. Brown, all of this ship, had remained
near Fort Fisher until dark, not having fallen back with their own line.

On arriving down the beach I found that Ensign Sands and Boat-

swain Policy had rallied all the men of this ship during the retreat,

had found all the wounded of our own men, 7 in number, and had sent

them on board and rendered good service to other wounded men of the
assaulting partj'.

Our men here maintained the sailor discipline, obeying their officers

cheerfully, ready and willing to do whatever was required of them.
None left the shore except those ordered to take off the wounded.
Ensign Sands and Boatswain Policy deserve the highest praise for the
zeal and energy shown throughout.
At night the sailors and marines relieved the garrison at army head-

quarters. On being relieved in the morning were ordered up the beach
to bury the dead. Arriving there and finding the burial party of sufift-

'

cient force, returned to the boats, thence to the ship.

I am happy to state that none of our men were killed, and that the
color bearers, two in number, returned each with his flag.

In conclusion, sir, I would beg leave to state that all of our men
behaved in such a gallant manner tliat 1 would consider it invidions to
make any distinctions. Each and all deserve the highest commenda-
tion for their coolness and courage under the most trying circumstances,
and fully sustained the hard-earned reputation of the American sailor.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Smii'h W. Nichols,

Lieutenant, U. 8. Navy.
Captain D. B. Eidgely,

Commanding Shenandoah.

^
Baport of Surgeon UoUaster, XT. S. Havy, regarding casualties on the V. S. 8. Shenandoali.

U. S. S. Shenandoah,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, January 1^>, 1865.

SiB: Herewith subjoined is a correct list of the casualties occurring
among the crew of this vessel in tlie assault on the enemy's works on
the afternoon of the 15th instant. No casualties have occurred on
shipboard

:

Thomas Clark, ordinary seaman, wt. 20; native of Ireland; shipped
at New York, November 22, 18G4; occupation mariner; hazel eyes, dark
hair, fair complexion ; 5 feet 3f inches high ; vulnus sclojpetic. Wounded
by a grapeshot at the junction of upper and middle third of left arm:
deep flesh wound, not dangerous, tliough severe; sent to hospital
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John J. Thompson, quartermaster, wt. 31; native of New Jersey;
shipped at Philadelphia, May 2, 1864; occupation mariner; gray eyes,
dark hair, fair complexion; 5 feet 10 inches liigh; vulnua sclopetic.

Wounded by a musket ball passing from lower external third of arm
and passing out at junction of middle and upper third of arm on inner
side; wound severe, though not dangerous; remains on board at his
own request.
Prank 0. Williams, seaman, wt. 21; native of Maine; shipped Phil-

adelphia, May 4, 1864; occupation mariner; blue eyes, brown hair,

florid complexion; 5 feet 7 inches high ; minus nclopetic. Has a musket-
ball wound above the kneejoint about 3 inches; no exit wound; has
musket-ball wound in lower third of right leg; exit wound 2 inches
above on external side; both wounds severe; not dangerous; sent to

hospital.

William H. Gain, coal heaver, <b<. 19; native of New York; shipped
Philadelphia, Pa., September 29, 1864; occupation farmer; dark eyes,
dark hair, dark complexion; 5 feet 8 inches high; vulnus sclopetie.

Wounded in the lungs; was taken on board U. S. S. Fort Jackson
from the beach, and I have no description of nature or character of the
wound.
Henry Harrison, boatswain's mate, cet. 40 ; native of Boston ; shipped

Philadelphia, Pa., May 9, 1861; vulnus sclopetic. Slight flesh wound of

foot, very trifling; will be on duty in a few days.
William Francis, seaman, wt. 35; native of France; shipped at Phil-

aidelphia, May 9, 1864; vulnus sclopetic. Slight flesh wound in finger;

will be on duty in a few days.

Missing,

John Eobinson, seaman; wt. 23; native of Scotland; shipped New
York, November 16, 1864; occupation mariner; hazel eyes, dark hair,

dark complexion; 5 feet 8^ inches high.
James Lenfest, ordinary seaman; wt. 28; native of Maine; shipped

May 2, 1864, at Philadelphia, Pa.; occupation farmer; gray eyes, brown
hair, light complexion; 5 feet 6 inches high.

William Parker, second-class fireman; at. — ; native of
;

shipped at Philadelphia, Pa., May 2, 1864; occupation fireman; gray
eyes, brown hair, fair complexion; height 5 feet 4 inches.

William Austen, coal heaver; wt, 21; native of England; occupation
soldier; blue eyes, light hair, dark complexion ; height 5 feet 2 inches.

Charles Jones, marine; wt. 21; native of I'hiladelphia, Pa.; occupa-
tion carpenter; enlisted at navy yard, Washington, D. C, December 23,

1863; gray eyes, dark hair, dark complexion; height 5 feet 9 inches.

Eespectfully,
James MoMasteb,

Surgeon.

Eear-Admiral David D. Pobtee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Beport of Captain Steedman, V. S. Kavy, oommanding IT. S. S. Ticondeioga.

U. S. S. TlOONDEBOGA,
Off Wilmington, N. C, January 17, 1865.

SiB: I have the honor to lay before yon the following report of the

part this ship took in the recent attacks upon the forts on Federal

Point, which has terminated so gloriously and successfully to the two
branches of the service engaged:
On the afternoon of the 13th instant, after the return of the boats
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employed in landing troops, in obedience to sigTial I took position in

line of battle, and at 5: 35 p. m. anchored ahead of the line, as directed

in General Order No. 78. From this point iv well-directed fire was kept
up on the batteries to the left of Fort Fisher, in accordance with the

chart plan furnished me. Upon hearing the signal whistle at 5:55 p.m.

I had the battery trained upon the Moiind and on two gnus in its neigh-

borhood. A continuous fire was then kept up until I received orders

to withdraw from action at 0:20 p. m.
I am happy to say that no casualties occurred on board, although

several of the enemy's shots fell over and around tlie vessel. The only

loss sustained was that of the stern kedge anchor, caused by a rifle

shot cutting its hawser.
On the 15th instant, in obedience to signal, I got underway and took

position at the end of the second line. At 10 : 35 a. m. a storming party

of sailors in three boats, in charge of Ensign George W. Coffin, and the

marine guard, under command of First Lieutenant Charles F. Williams,
were sent from this vessel to report to the flagship for orders. At the
same time I received your verbal message not to move until further

orders. At 11:45 a. m., in compliance with signal, I steamed up and
took position ahead of the second line, about a cable's length ahead of

the Shenandoah. From this point a well directed fire was kept up with
the starboard guns on the batteries well to the left of Fort Fisher in

keeping with your programme. Before opening fire the enemy thr.ew
several heavy rifle shots over and near me, but after a couple of rounds
from this ship his fire was silenced. At 1 : 05 p. m. I received your ver-
bal orders to shift my berth nearer in. This was done with some little

delay and considerable trouble, owing to the strength of the ebb tide
and want of a sufficient head of steam. By spreading fires I was ena-
bled to get the necessary speed to give me control of the ship and to
take a position nearer to the enemy's battery. From that time my fire

was kept up in the same direction as heretofore until the signal was
made to cease firing. I then asked permission to open upon the Mound,
which had turned its guns upon our assaulting columns. This being
granted, a deliberate fire was directed upon that fort up to 6 : 20 p. m.,
when I discontinued firing and secured the battery for the night. For
one hour and a half previous to receiving your message (by tug) to cease
firing I had not fired a single shot.

It gives me great pleasure to express my entire satisfaction at the
thorough and efficient manner the officers and crew performed their
duty during the time we were engaged in bombarding the enemy's
works. I am indebted to Lieutenant George B. White, the executive
officer of this vessel, for his energetic assistance.
With this communication I transmit copies of the reports of First

Lieutenant C. F. Williams, of the marine guard (marked "A"), and
Ensign G. W. Coffin, who had command of the assaulting party of
sailors sent from this vessel (marked "B"); also the gunner's report of
expenditure of ammunition. The surgeon's report of casualties has
already been forwarded.
In conclusion allow me to congratulate you, admiral, upon this bril-

liant and decided success, which has resulted in planting our flag on one
of the strongest fortifications possessed by the rebels.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Chas. Steedman,

T> . J . , ^ ^ ^ Captain.
Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Flagship Malvern.
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Report of Ideatenant Willioma, V. S. Harine Corpi, regarding the operatlone of the guard from
the TT. S. 8. Ticonderoga.

U. S. S. Ticonderoga,
Off Fort Fisher, N. G., January 17, 1865,

Sir: In obedience to your order of the 15th instant I proceeded on
shore with the marine guard of this vessel for the purpose of forming
part of the battalion of marines who were to cover the assaulting party
of sailoris in their assault on Fort Fisher. I reported to tlie senior marine
ofQcer and was ordered into line. Subsequently my guard was detached
from the line, and under my command were deployed as skirmishers,
they being armed with Spencer rifles. When the advance was made I
was ordered to keep a good distance ahead of the column until we
reached the advanced line of rifle pits, about 250 yards from the fort.

I put 12 men into one of the pits to act as sharpshooters, and with the
rest proceeded to a sand hill nearer the fort, from which we kept up a
sharp fire on the enemy's gunners, thus interfering considerably with
their loading and firing their great guns. The assaulting column and
marine battalion advanced down the beach by the flank until they were
abreast of the sea face of the fort, when they charged on the run, but
upon reaching the stockade they were exposed to such a terrible fire

of grape and canister that they were forced to fall back up the beach.
The ammunition of my men being exhausted, we were compelled to lie

in our rifle pits until sundown, exposed to the fire Irom the fleet on one
side (which was very dangerous on account of shells bursting short)

and the fort on the other. "We finally withdrew without the loss of a
man. I remained with most of my men until the next day, when we
returned on board. The men under my command deserve great praise
for the cool manner in which they conducted themselves, loading and
firing deliberately, notwithstanding we were between the two fires.

Private Charles Oolcord is missing. When last seen he was inside

the fort before the magazine exploded.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Charles F. Williams,
First Lieutenant, If. 8. Marine Corps.

Captain Charles Steedman, U. S. Navy,
Commanding IF. 8. 8. Ticonderoga.

Report of Acting Ensign Coffin, V. S. ITavy, commanding the assaulting party from the U. S. S.

Ticonderoga.

U. S. S. Ticonderoga,
Off Fort Fisher, January 16, 1865.

Sir : In obedience to your orders of the 15th instant I took command
of the assaulting party, composed of 41 men, that left this ship in the

first, second, and fourth cutters, in charge, respectively, of Acting [Mas-

ter's] Mates William Cooper, Lot Norton, and William Charlton, the

marine guard of the ship, under command of First Lieutenant Charles

F. Williams, being distributed among the boats. After landing on the

beach I reported to Lieutenant Commander Breese, who ordered me to

attach mymen to the first division, under Lieutenant-Commander Blake,
which was composed of four companies, myself being placed in command
ofthe third. We then slowly approached the fort under cover of the

beach. When the order to assault was given, the men moved forward

on the run. When near the palisades the enemy's fire was so heavy as
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to arrest our progress, and, the men in the rear commeiiciug to fall back,

the whole of our force were compelled to retire.

No order being given to renew the attack, I collected as many of ray

men as possible and returned to the ship.

The only casualties that 1 am aware of are Columbus Boland, sea-

man, kUled, and myself wounded in the leg.

I beg leave to call to your notice Thomas Connolly, quartermaster,

who displayed great bravery in carrying the ilag at the head of the

company.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

George W. Coffin,
[Actingl Ensign.

Captain Charles Steedman, '

Commanding U. S. S. Ticonderoga.

Bepoitof SoTgeon Clebome, V. 8. Navy, giving list of casnalties in the assaulting party from
the v. B. S. Ticonderoga,

U. S. S. Ticonderoga,
Off Fort Fisher, N. C, January 16, 1866.

Sir: I have to report the following list of casualties in the assaulting
party of this ship during the attack upon Fort Fisher on the 15th
instant

:

Name. Rate. Kemarks.

Peter Bfelev Abrasion of leg.
Flesh wound of thigh.
Killed (supposed).
Supposed to have been blowu up.

Colnmbas Boland Seaman

EespectfuUy, etc.,

C. J. Cleborne,
Surgeon, U. S. Navy.

Captain Charles Steedman, U. S. Navy,
U. 8. S. Ticonderoga, off Fort Fisher, N. G.

Report of Captain Steedman, U. S. Navy, in commendation of certain petty officers and othen
of the XT. 8. 8. Ticonderoga.

U. S. S. Ticonderoga,
Philadelphia Navy Yard, March 21, 1865.

Sir : I beg leave to call the attention of the Department to the con-
duct of the following petty ofllcers and others during the engagements
with Fort Fisher, and respectfully recommend that medals of honor
may be granted them

:

Robert Sommers, chief quartermaster, is recommended for great
coolness and intelligence in looking out for and making signals during
the actions with Fort Fisher. He served on board the U. S. S. Paul
Jones, and was iu the actions with the batteries on St. John's River
and with Fort McAllister, on the Ogeechee.

.Joseph ilayden, quartermaster, is recommended for coolness and
close attention to duty in steering the ship into action at Fort Fisher.
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Isaac K. Fry, orderly sergeant of marine guard, is recommended for
coolness, good conduct, and skill as captain of a gun in the actions with
Fort Fisher.
Edward E. Bowman, quartermaster, is recommended for good con-

duct throughout the action, in which he was badly wounded and bore
his sufferings with great fortitude.

William Shipman, coxswain, is specially recommended for his con-
duct at time of the explosion of the lOO-pounder Parrott gun. Being
captain of a gun near to the burst one, and seeing the effect of the
explosion on those around him, ut once encouraged them by exclaim-
ing, "Go ahead, boys; this is only the fortunes of war."
William Taylor, captain of forecastle, is recommended for coolness

and skill as captain of a gun in the actions with Fort Fisher.
George Prance, captain of maintop, is recommended for coolness and

good conduct as captain of a gun in the actions with Fort Fisher.
Thomas Jones, coxswain, is recommended for coolness and good con-

duct as captain of a gun in the actions with Fort Fisher.
William Campbell, boatswain's mate, is recommended for coolness and

good conduct as captain of a gun in the actions with Fort Fisher.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Ghaelbs Stbedman,
Captain.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington,

Seport of Captain OlisBon, TT. S. ITavy, commanding IT. S. S. Santiago de Cnba.

TJ. S. is. Santiago de Cuba,
Norfolk, January 19, 1865.

SiE: I have the honor to report to Eear-Admiral David D. Porter
that this steamer, with my division, reached their positions assigned
them on the chart at 12:40 p. m., when I opened fire on the batteries
according to the chart of the plan of the battle, and as each vessel of
this division took their positions they opened a furious fire on the bat-
teries assigned to them ; all of which did their duty nobly. I was par-
ticularly struck with the beautiful firing of the Rhode Island and the
Montgomery. I would particularly call your attention to Acting Master's
Mate Silas W. Kempton, who had charge of a boat's crew detailed for

General Terry. Their bravery was unsurpassed. They entered the
fort with General Curtis in the assault and Mr. Kempton was sent out
with dispatches to one of the generals. I most cheerfully recommend
Mr. Kempton for promotion to the grade of acting ensign, and that each
of the five men who accompanied him receive a medal, namely : John
Griffiths, captain of forecastle; Edward Swatton, seaman ; John Swan-
son, seaman; Phillip Bazaar, ordinary seaman; George Province,
ordinary seaman. These were the only men who entered the fort in the
assault from the fleet. The list of the killed and wounded I have sent
to you previously.
Enclosed you will find the report of Lieutenant N. H. Farquhar in

relation to the assaulting party. It appears from the enclosed report
that Acting Master's Mate E. C. Finney was mentioned for his bravery
and services by Lieutenant Preston in his memorandum book. If sucJti

N w B—VOL 11 35
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is the fact, I would also recommend him for promotion to the grade of

acting ensign, if it should meet your approbation.

When I say tviat every ofiBcer and man on board of this ship did his

duty I can not bay more in their praise.

Enclosed you will find the report of the expenditure of ammunition

in this action.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
O. S. Glisson,

Captain, IT. 8. Navy.

Eear-Admiral David D. Pokteb,
Gomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, off Wilmington, N. 0.

BepoTt of Liei.teiumt Farquhar, IT. S. Navy, commanding asBaulting party &om the V. S. S.

Santiago do Cuba.

XJ. S. S. Santiago de Cuba,
Norfolk,Va., January 19, 1865.

Sib: On the morning of the 15th, in charge of the landing party of

this steamer, consisting ofActing Ensign E. (J. Bowers, Acting Master's

Mates E. C. Finney and Eichard Lyons, 35 sailors, and 14 marines, I

reported to Fleet Captain Breese for the assault on Fort Fisher, and
was assigned by him to the second column.
The marines were turned over to the commanding marine oflScer.

The shovelers, under Acting Master's Mate Finney, reported to Lieu-
tenant Preston and did so well that he a few moments before his death
made a note of them.
At 3 p. m. we charged on the fort with a cheer and a determination

to plant our colors on the ramparts. On arriving at the foot of the fort

for some reason unknown to me the marines and sailors fell back.
Myselfand a few others were left at the fort, where we intrenched our-
selves till dark. OlBcers and men behaved gallantly, and I would
particularly mention Acting Master's Mate Finney and Augustus Wil-
liams (seaman). The latter was the only one that remained with me at
the fort. Auzella Savage (ordinary seaman) had the flagstaif shot away
above his hand, but he seized the remainder of the staff and brought
his colors safely off.

Our loss in sailors, 1 killed, 4 wounded; in marines, 3 wounded.
Very respectfu]ly, your obedient servant,

N. H. Faequhak,
Lieutenant and Executive Officer, U. S. Navy.

Captain O. S. Glisson,
Commanding U. 8. 8, Santiago de Cuba.

Boport of Surgeon Murphy, TJ. S. Navy, regarding casualties on board the V. S. 8. Santiatro de
Cuba.

U. S. S. Santiago de Cuba,
Off Wilmington, January 16, 1865.

Sib: I respectfully report the following as the list of casualties
amongst the crew of this ship during the attack on the Wilmington
defenses January 15, 1865: *"
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Namo. Bate. Bemarks.

William H. Cross Ordinary seaman . .

.

Bead.
Wounded through neck, shoulder, and thigh; re-

ported to have died.
WonndedthroQj^hleftlnngi serious.
Lost one finger of left hand.
Lost four fingers of right hand.
Two fiesh wounds of flght leg j not serions.

Alvin S. "Warren
Charles McCarty
Johii MahoD .........

Marine
do .

Jotin Esther Captain aftergnard .

Patrick McCarty
Wound of left- leg; not serious.

The preceding men were wounded and killed in the assault on Fort
Fisher. The two following were wounded on board ship

:

Name. Rate. Kemarks.

George L. Fisher ContoBion of left thigh by splinters; slight.

"Wound of left eye by sphnters; not serlouH.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John D. Muephy,
Assistant Surgeon.

Captain Oliver S. Glisson,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Santiago de Cuba.

Beport of Captain Sandi, V, 8, Navy, commanding IT. B. S. Port Jackson.

U. S. S. FoET Jackson,
Off Fort Fisher, January 16, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report that this vessel, under my command,
having been detailed as one of the third line of vessels in the attack on
Fort Fisher, after having towed the monitor Mahopac to the place of

action at daylight on the 13th instant, cast off our tow and in obedi-

ence to signal from the flagship formed line of battle, following next
the Santiago de Cuba, the senior ship of our line, stood in with the fleet

to cover the landing of the troops near Half Moon battery, sending in

our boats to assist in the landing. At 10 a. m., our line being ordered

in closer to cover the skirmishers, we proceeded in our proper station in

line close to the beach, shelling it in advance of the army, until ordered

to cease firing and remain where we were, and we anchored to main-

tain our position, shifting in closer during the night to protect the

front of the troops.

All day of the 14th instant we, at our position ahead of the troops,

were employed landing their artillery.

On the 15th instant, at the signal "to send armed boats," we sent 48

SHilors and our sergeant's guard of marines, under Lieutenant S. H.
Hunt, Acting Assistant Surgeon E. J. O'Callaghan, Acting Master
Cony, and Master's Mates Powers and 0. Moran as part of the Navy
assaulting party. At 9 a. m. we were underway forming line ofbattle.

At the signal for third line to take position, we followed in our station

in close order astern of the Santiago de Cuba, and passing her when
she anchored, took our position a ship's length ahead of her, anchoring

head and stern in 4^ fathoms water at high tide, with broadside bear-

ing upon the Mound and batteries between it and Fort Fisher, which

opened hotly upon us and the Santiago de Cuba. The latter vessel
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soon draggiug her anchor out of position, and before the other vessels

of the line got up to their stations, the three water batteries and the

Mound devoted their whole attention to this ship, making excellent

practice and dropping their shot over and around us quite thickly.

One of the ricochet shots passing close over our rifle lOO-pounder

struck the Osceola and set her on fire as she passed near us to take her

station ahead of us. When the other vessels attained their stations,

the close attention of these batteries was more equally divided between
us. At 3 : 40 p. m., seeing the stars and stripes floating over the north-

west angle of the fort, our Are was directed exclusively to the Mound,
which was silenced about sunset. This cannonading was continued aa

long as we could see anything to shoot at, my guns plying their shot

deliberately, and throwing away none except those of the IX-inch
broadside, when the ship, from her crankness, would roll too deep to get

elevation. The whole fort and adjacent batteries were in possession of

the forces by 10 o'clock that night. When officers and men behaved so

entirely to my satisfaction, it would seem invidious to particularize,

but I must not omit to mention the efficient manner of Lieutenant-
Commander E. E. Wallace in his duties of executive officer, and Pay-
master C. Hellen, who volunteered, on the scarcity of officers (as he
had also done in the previous attack of 24th and 25th December) as
my aid and signal officer.

Surgeon P. S. Wales, assisted by Acting Assistant Surgeon E. J.

O'Callaghan, were indefatigable in their attention to the wounded of
the squadron that were sent on board for transportation north.

I enclose gunners return of ammunition expended and report of
Lieutenant S. H. Hunt of the conduct of his detachment on shore, with
list of casualties of the party in that attack.

Very respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,
B. F. Sands,

Captain, U. 8. Navy.
Eear-Admiral D. D. Poetee,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Flagship Malvern.

Beport of Ideutenant Hnnt, IT. S. Navy, commanding asBanlting party from the V. S. S. Fort
Jackson.

TJ. 8. S. FoET Jaokson,
Off Fort Fisher, 2f. 0., January 16, 1865.

SiE : I have the honor to report that the officers and men composing
the landing party from this ship to storm Fort Fisher conducted them-
selves in the most gallant manner.
The marines of the Fort Jackson came with my party when the charge

was made, and the rebel officer who was on the ramparts cheering his
men was deliberately shot by one of them.
My party was among the Iront line when we were forced by the

withering fire of the enemy to retreat.

I enclose herewith Acting Assistant Surgeon O'Callaghan's report of
the casualties of our party.
Very respectfully submitted.

Stmmes H. Hunt,
Lieutenant, U. 8. Navy,

Commanding Landing Party of the U. 8. 8. Fort Jackson.

Captain B. F. Sands, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Fort Jackson.



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 549

Report of Acting Assistant Sargeon (VCallaghan, IT. S. Navy, giving casualties in the assault-

ing party &om the XT. S. S. Tort Jackson.

U. S. S. Fort Jackson,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, January 16, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following list of casualties to
the men of this vessel while storming Fort Fisher on the 15th of Jan-
uary, 1865:

Kame. Rate.

James McGrath ...

Louis Beinig
PhiUpArnold
John Mines
John Miller
Henry Seigle
William Marsden.

.

Julius riinty
Albert Weeks
John Hughs
Augustus Schenk .

Private of marines. .

.

Corporal of marines .

do
Private of marioes . .

.

do
Quarter gunner
Quartermaster
Seaman

do
do

Landsman

Killed.
Shot, right shoulder.
Shot, left leg.

Do.
shot, left arm.
Shot Id the head.
Shot in the right shoulder.
Shot, right leg.

Do.
Shot, right foot.
Shot in right shoulder.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
Edward J. O'Callaghan,

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. Navy.

Lieutenant S. H. Hunt, U. S. Navy,
TJ. 8. 8. Fort Jacleson, off New Inlet, North Carolina.

SepoTt of Commander CUtz, V. B. Navy, commanding IT. S. S. Osceola.

U. 8. S. Osceola,
Cape Fear River, North Carolina, January 17, 1865.

Admiral : I have the honor to make the following report of the part

taken by this vessel under my command on the 13th, 14th, 15th, and
16th instant:
Our station, as per plan, was the third vessel in line No. 3, com-

manded by Captain O. S. Glisson.

On the 13th we were employed in landing troops and stores, covering

the skirmishers, and now and then shelling the woods.
On the 14th employed in landing stores and artillery and supplying

the monitors with ammunition and projectiles.

On the 15th, in compliance with signal, landed a storming party

composed of Acting Ensign J. F. Merry, Acting Master's Mate Thomas
Rogers, 24 sailors, and 13 marines. At about noon got underway in

obedience to signal, stood toward Mound fort, and at about 1 p. m.

opened fire on the said fort. As we were about anchoring ahead of

the U, S. S. Fort Jackson, a shell from that fort (150-pounder) struck

us, entering the cabin, and exploded, some of the fragments going

through the opposite side of the ship and demolishing the cabin in

toto. At one time we were on fire, but soon succeeded in extinguishing

it. At dark ceased firing and remained in our position during the

night.

On the 16th entered Cape Fear River and anchored close to the

Mound fort. Sent out boats to sound and drag for torpedoes.

I regret to say that the forward lOO-pounder Parrott is badly cracked

in two places, which renders it unfit for further service.
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I am happy to state that the oflQcers and crew did their duty to my
entire satisfaction.

I lierewith enclose the reports of casualties, injuries, and the amount
of ammunition expended.

I am, sir, very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,

J. M. B. Clitz,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Eear-Admiral David D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, off Fort Fisher, N. C.

Beport of Assistant Snigeon Winalow, IT. S. Navy, Tegarding casualties on the V. 8. 8. Osceola.

U. S. S. Osceola,
Cape Fear River, North Carolina, January 17, 1865.

SiE: I have the honor to report the following casualties which hap-
pened to this steamer's crew. The wounds are all gunshot, and were
received on shore during the charge on Fort Fisher, the 15th instant.

I am happy to state that there were no accidents on board this steamer
during the engagement:

Name. Bate. Bemarks.

Both thighs; aerious.
Kight thigh; Berious.
Right cheek; slight.

William Williams
Thomas McDennot LaDdaman

Eespectfully, etc.,

Geoege F. Winslow,
Assistant Surgeon, U, S. Navy.

Commander J. M. B. Glitz,
Commanding V. S. S. Osceola.

Eepoit of Lieutenant Weidman, U. S, Bavy, regarding the damages sustained by the V. 8. 8.

Osceola.

U. S. S. Osceola,
New Inlet, North Carolina, January 17, 1865.

SiE : The following is a statement of damages sustained during the
action of the 13th, 14th, 15th, and 16th instant:
A shell, supposed to have been a 150-pounder rifle, passed through

the starboard side of the vessel abaft the port for the pivot gun aft,
passing into the cabin and there bursting, destroying all the light join-
erwork and injuring the spar and berth decks. Pieces of the shell
passed through the opposite side.

In transporting artillery from transports the copper was wrenched off
the first launch.
The forward pivot gun, after sustaining over fifty rounds, was cracked

in two places and became useless.

The hull of the vessel has, in my opinion, been considerably shattered,
the vessel leaking quite freely.

Very respectfully submitted.

Commander J. M. B. Glitz,
Commanding U. S. S. Osceola,

John Weidman,
Lieutenant and Executive Officer.
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Beport of Acting Ooimer Bieslyn, IT. S. Kavy, regarding ezpenditnre of ammunitian on the
IT. B. 8. Oaceola.

U. S. S, Osceola,
Neio Inlet, North Carolina, January 17, 1865.

Sib : I respectfully report the following ammunition expended from
the 13th to tbe 16th instant, inclusive:

IX-inch shells ( lO-second) 30
IX-iuch shells (S-seoood) 6
100-pounder shells, Sohenkle peronssion 77
IX-inch Bolid'shot 5
IX-inch grapeshot (for buoys) 18
100-pounder charges powder, 10 pounds 52
100-pounder charges powder, 7 pounds 25
IX-inch charges powder, 10 pounds 41
Qnill primers 140

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. C. Beeslyn,

Acting Qunner,
Commander J. M. B, Clitz,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Osceola.

Beport of Acting Gunner Breslyn, V, S. Kavy, regarding articles mimring ^m the gunner's
department

U. S. S. Osceola,
New Inlet, North Carolina, January 17, 1865.

Sir : I respectfully report the following articles lost and missing from
the gunner's department since the first attack on the rebel batteries up
to this date:
December 26, 1864.—Two hand grapnels, 1 revolver, 2 wood axes, 2

battle axes, 9 waist belts and cartridge boxes.
January 15 to 17, 1865, inclusive.—Ten revolvers, 2 cutlasses.

Very respectfully,

J. C. Beeslyn,
Acting Qunner.

Commander J. M. B. Clitz,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Osceola.

Beport of laentenant-Commander Davis, IT, S. Kavy, commanding XT. S. S. Sassaoni.

U. S. S. Sassaous,
Cape Fear River, North Carolina, January 19, 1865.

SiE : I have the honor to report that in the recent operations of the

fleet under your command against the enemy's works. Port Fisher and
others at the eastern entrance, this vessel took part as follows

:

On the 13th, boats employed landing our troops; the vessel shelling

the woods ahead of the skirmishing line.

14th, boats and working parties engaged landing artillery and pio-

visions for the army, and supplying ordnance stores to the monitors.

15th, in obedience to signal, sent an armed force of 36 mbu, in charge
of Acting Ensign William H. Mayer, to report for duty to the flagship.

At noon in position assigned by chart plan of the battle, anchored, and
engaged the enemy, firing 234 IX-inch shell with good effect. About
9 p. m. ceased firing, the enemy having surrendered. Mr, Mayer and
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his men joined the expedition to assault the sea face of Fort Fisher. I

have to regret the loss of 3 men killed and 3 wounded, of the number
sent from this vessel. It gives me much pleasure to state that the con-

duct of the ofiflcers and men throughout the entire work was such as

to merit my approbation and would respectfully recommend to your con-

sideration for promotion to the grade of acting master, Acting Ensign
William H. Mayer, for gallantry while under fire of the enemy at the
time of the assault by the navy.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
John L. Datis,

Lieutenant-Commander.

Eear-Admiral D. D. PoBTBB, U. S. Navy,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Saport of Acting Assistant Surgeon HoFheison, IT. S. Navy, regarding casnalties on the IT, S. S.

Sassaons.

U. S. S. Sassaous,
Cape Fear Biver, North Carolina, January 18, 1865.

Sib : I have to report the following casnalties that occurred January
15andlG:

Killed.—Barney Lafferty, landsman, whilst making assault on Fort
Fisher.

Wounded.—William Murphy, seaman, wounded in foot slightly;
George Browning, landsman, wounded in left side, musket ball, severely,
sent to hospital; William Scott, sailmaker's mate, wounded in foot, do
not know the extent of injury, as he was sent to hospital ship.
January 16.—Killed by explosion in magazine of Fort Fisher, William

Fairbanks, landsman.
Missing.—William Baker, landsman; was in the fort when the mag-

azine exploded, and is supposed to have been kUled.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. E. MoPheeson,
Acting Assistant Surgeon.

Lieutenant-Commander J. L. Davis,
Commanding U. S. 8. Sassacus.

Beport qf Acting Ensign Wood, V. S. Navy, commanding assaulting party from the TJ. S. S.
Chippewa.

U. S. S. Chippevpa,
Cape Fear River, North Carolina, January —, 1865.

Sib: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your orders of
the 15th instant, at 9 a. m. I, in charge of the launch, with a crew of 15
men, armed with cutlasses and revolvers, proceeded to the flagship
Malvern to report for duty as part of the storming party, but if I found
all the boats going ashore, to follow them, which I did, and landed
through the surf safely, leaving two men in charge of the launch as
boat keepers. Soon after. Acting Ensign William H. DeGrosse from
this vessel, landed in charge of the first cutter and 7 men armed We
left no boat keepers with the cutter, but hauled her up on the beach
and organized our men, 20 in number, and joined the third division
under command of

, and by 1 : 30 p. m. we were drawn up in
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line of battle, the third divisiou in the rear. It was then that Kear-
Admiral Porter's orders were read to us, and asnear as I can remember,it
was 3 p. m. when we madeour advance. "While marching np the beach
our line being changed into columns, the marines passed us next to the
water on the double-quick, going toward Fort Fisher. The enemy's
bullets began to pick ofl' our men, and the order was given for ns to lie

down, and I think that some of our men were wounded then. Soon
after the order was given to advance and we started on the double-
quick and advanced (to the best of my knowledge) within 800 yards of
Fort Fisher, when the order was again given to halt, and we got under
cover as much as possible. This was what the men needed, for we were
out of breath. Soon after the order was again given to charge, and
with revolvers in one hand and cutlasses in the other we made the
charge, the Chippewa's men keeping in good order, Mr. DeGrosse on
the left and myself on the right. It was near the stockade that our
ranks were thinned so badly. I saw that the men began to waver and
that there were but few men ahead of our little party, when I turned to
urge my men on. William McGill was close to me, bearing our iiag
bravely, and Mr. DeGrosse a little in the rear with his sword waving
high in the air, shouting to the men to come on. Here is where our
lines were broken, and I wandered where our men were, but still kept
going on parallel with the stockades, which are built from the beach up
to the fort. There was an opening in the stockade which we made for,

and it was here I passed Lieutenant-Commander James Parker in this
opening, shouting for the men to come on. When I passed through
this opening there were 5 men ahead of me—William McGill, Eichard
Gallagher, John Wilson, and 2 other men (not of our ship). I wish
1 knew the brave fellows' names; one of them was shot. It was here
that I heard voices saying, "They are retreating," and turning around
saw the marines and bluejackets on the retreat, and then came out of
this opening and went about 50 feet up the other side of the stockade,
and when I saw no one following me, I retreated to get behind a pile of
sand which was thrown up at the opening in the stockades. The stock-
ades were about 12 feet high, and were on a line up from the beach in
this form: 1 and it was through this opening we tried to enter,

but it was too hot. The parapet of the fort seemed to be lined with
men, and one rebel officer stood up there clapping his hands, singing
out to his men, to kill the Yankee . Our sailors had but few
rifles with them, and we could not return the flre, even one shot for one
hundred. I was completely exhausted, for we had made a long charge.

I crawled in back of the stockade, and there I found about 60 officers

and men throwing up sand against the stockade for protection. I joined

the number and commenced throwing up sand also, and it seemed that

for every handful of sand thrown up there were ten bullets came. I

found there of the Chippewa's men, Hubert Peters, James Kelly, Thomas
McNeil, and Eichard Gallagher. I have since learned that John Wil-

son was there, but down to the end of the stockade with Lieutenant

Lamson, who lay there wounded iu the arm. When dark set in we
retreated down the beach one by one, and with my 4 men we picked

up a wounded sailor, bringing him down the beach with us to the hos-

pital, which was about halfway from the Half Moon battery to Fort

Fisher. Leaving the hospital I fell in with 3 or 4 more of my men, and
falling in with one of our commanding officers, I was ordered to take

my men and go down to army headquarters, which I did, and there

found Mr. DeGrosse, who told me of our loss and informed me that he
had sent all our wounded men off to the shipping, who were: AntJrow

Eobinson, William Sullivan, Otto Nemetz, and Thomas Williams.
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At the conclusion, sir, I can not help speaking of Acting Ensign
DeGrosse, who did all in his power to rally the men, and urge them on.

If he had been placed at the head, I presume that nothing but a bullet

would have stopped him short of the parapets of the fort, and also men-
tion with the before-mentioned names: Thomas H. Goldey (landsman),

William Wilson (captain of fore), and Anthony Barnes (landsman).

1 am sorry to say that we lost i men by the explosion which took place

shortly after daylight, viz, Hubert Peters (master-at-arms), James
Kelley (seaman), William Jones (seaman), and John Welsh (ordinary
seaman).

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Geo. H. Wood,

Acting Ensign.

Lieutenant-Commander Bdwabd E. Potteb,
Gommamding U. S. S. Chippewa.

Beport of Identenant-Commander Potter, V. S. ITavy, regarding casualties on the V. B. 8.

Cliippewa.

TJ. S. S. Chippewa,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, January 16, 1865.

SiE : I have to report the following casualties from this vessel

:

Name. Bate. Kemarks.

Killed.
John Welsh . Do

Severely wounded.
DoWin Sullivan

do Do.
Hubert Peters Missing.

The wounded were wounded at the charge.
Eobinson and Sullivan were sent on board some other vessels last

night; 1 can not yet find which.
Nemetz was brought on board this morning and pronounced by the

surgeon to be slightly wounded; now discovered to be unfit for duty
for some time.

Kelley and Welsh were killed by the explosion at the fort and their
bodies buried by our men.

Peters and Jones I suppose to have been also killed by the explosion.
Their bodies have not been recovered.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Edwabd E. Potter,

Lieutenant-Commander.
Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Seport of Lieutenant-Commander Tonng, TJ. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Uaratanza.

U. S. S. Maeatanza,
New Inlet, January 18, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to report that the assault made on Fort
Fisher on the 15th and 16th instant the following officers and men from
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this vessel wore employed in the third division : Lieutenant-Commander
Selfridge; Acting Master Wood, in charge of landing party, was
slightly wounded, but not enough to incapacitate him for duty; Acting
Master's Mate Alger had his right arm broken ; Acting Ensign Crowell
and Acting Master's Mate Grossman escaped unwounded, and returned
with men under their command intact. I would state that we had
engaged 4 ofiScers and 38 men and 9 marines, with 4 boats.

Enclosed, the report of expenditure of ammunition, surgeon's report,
and the reports of Acting Master Wood and Acting Ensign Crowell.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
George W. Yotjng,

Lieutenant-Commander.
Eear-Admiral D. D. Poetee,

Commanding NortJi Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

SepoTt of Acting Assistaiit Surgeon Hamilton, TT. S, Kavy, regarding oitiaalties on the IT. S. S,

Uaratanza.

U. S. S. Maeatanza,
Off Cape Fear River, North Carolina, January 18, 1865.

SiE: I have the honor to report the following casualties as having
occurred to this ship's company during the recent attack on Fort Fisher
and its defenses:
Acting Master James B. Wood, jr., received a flesh wound of the side

over the seventh rib and to the right of the sternum, the result of a
rifle ball.

Acting Master's Mate W. H. Alger was struck by a rifle ball in the
arm, passing through and resulting in the fracture of the upper part of

the humerus.
Private Charles Sullivan, of the Marine Corps, was struck by a frag-

ment of shell, producing a slight contusion of the thigh.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
John W. Hamilton,

Acting Assistant Surgeon.

Beport of Acting Master Wood, TI. S, Navy, commanding asBanlting party from the V. 8. S.

Maratanza.

U. S. S. MAEATANZA,
Cape Fear Biver, January 17, 1865.

SiK : I have the honor to make the following statement in relation to

the attack on Fort Fisher:

At 10 o'clock a. m. of the 15th, in obedience to your order, I left the

vessel in charge of 3 officers, 9 privates, and 38 men, and reported to

the flagship. From there I was ordered to land on the beach about 2

miles N. E. of Fort Fisher. On arriving there I formed my company
with the third division, except 20 men, whom I was ordered to send to

the front as sappers, and the privates to join the privates, after which

we all marched a few rods to the interior. After remaining there about

three-quarters of an hour, and receiving our instructions from our divi-

sional officer, we marched with the other divisions toward the fort.

When within about a half mile from it we halted on the beach in such

a manner as to. protect ourselves from the musketry from the fort, as

several of the men had been wounded. We remained there about one-

half hour, when the order was given to advance farther on. Every
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officer and man did so at a double-quick time until we reached to a
stockade which led toward the fort, under a very severe fire of musketry
and a little grape or canister at the same time. Notwithstanding that,

and the killed and wounded, our men kept bravely on, with the firing

increasing. When within a few yards from the fort the men stopped,

as the musketry was too severe. Encouragement from myself and other

officers from my company was no use, when all at once everybody started

back up the beach under a very severe fire of musketry, grape, etc.,

from the enemy's works. I, with my other officers, got 8 men to make
the second attack, being all I could get. The attack being given up,
we intrenched, per order, for the night.

The casualties are myself, slightly wounded in the chest; William
H. Alger, arm fractured. My officers, J. W. Crowell, acting ensign;
William H. Alger, master's mate; Charles H. Grossman, master's mate,
and men, behaved bravely.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. B. Wood,
A cting Master, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander Geobgb W. YotTNG,
Gommanding.

Beport of Acting Ensign Crowell, V. S. Kavy, legarding ib» opeiationB of the assaulting party
from the V. 8, 8. Uaratanza.

U. S. S. Maeatanza,
Mouth of Gape Fear River, January 17, 1865.

Sir: I most respectfully report that on the afternoon of the 15th of
this month, while making the assault on the front of Fort Fisher, the
officers and men from this ship made the charge in a most brave and
gallant style, getting in advance of the third division under a terrific
and effective fire from the enemy, and when close up to the muzzle of
their guns I noticed a sudden and universal retreat of all our force.
I used every exertion to rally them and charge again, in obedience to
the order from our divisional commander, Lieutenant-Commander T. O.
Selfridge, when, finding the attempt unsuccessful, and being left nearly
alone, I retreated, in company with Captain Selfridge. In the evening
our men were engaged in picking up the wounded. On the 16th we
returned to the ship.
During the assault Acting Master J. B. Wood, jr., commanding our

detachment of men, was slightly wounded and Acting Master's Mate
W. H. Alger was severely wounded.

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. W. Crowell,

Acting Ensign.
Lieutenant-Commander George W. Young,

Gomm,anding U. 8. S. Maratanza.

Additional report of Lieutenant-Commander Young, V. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Maratanza.

U. S. S. Maratanza, February u, 1865.
Sir: I have the honor to report that in the assault made on Fort

Fisher on the 15th and 16th of January last the following officers andmen belonging to this vessel were engaged, being detailed for service
with the third division: Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge Acting
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Master James B.Wood, in charge of party, Acting Eusign Joseph W.
Crowell, Acting Master's Mates William H. Alger and 0. H. Grossman,
with 9 marines and 38 men (four boats' crews).
Acting Master James B. Wood was slightly woanded in the chest,

and Acting Master's Mate William H. Alger had his right arm broken,
so as to necessitate his being sent north to Norfolk hospital. Acting
Master J. B. Wood, in his report, speaks in the higest terms of the
oflScers and men under his command. Acting Ensign Orowell and
Acting.Master's Mate Grossman escaped unhurt, and returned to the
vessel with their men intact. Gharles Sullivan (marine) was slightly
wounded. Attached please find surgeon's report of casualties and
expenditure of ammunition in the gunner's department. I am induced
to make this second report, understanding that the former was not
received.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
George W. Young,

Lieutenant- Commander, U. S. Navy.
Bear-Admiral D. D. Pobtee,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Beport of Commander Trenohard, V. S. Navy, commanding XT. S. S. Shode Island.

U. S. S. Bhode Island,
At Sea, January 16, 1865.

SiE: I would very respectfully submit the following report of the
part taken by the Rhode Island in the late attack on Fort Fisher and
Federal Point batteries

:

. We got underway at 9:30 a. m. on the 13th instant, with the third
division; took up position near the shore to the eastward of Fort
Fisher. At 10 a. m., to cover the landing party, anchored, and
dispatched boats to the transports to assist in landing troops, pro-
visions, and ammunition.
On Saturday, the 14th instant, engaged in landing troops, horses,

and artillery.

On Sunday, the 15th instant, dispatched Acting Master Zera L.
Tanner and Acting Ensign Lemuel Pope in charge of boats, to assist
in landing siege guns. At 10 a. m., pursuant to signal, sent Lieutenant
Frederick R. Smith in charge of marines and a party of sailors, accom-
panied by Acting Ensign Nichols Pratt and Acting Master's Mate
Edward E. Bradbury, to participate in the assault on Fort Fisher.
At 11 a. m. got underway and took position, engaging the enemy's

works to the southward of Fort Fisher, opening fire with the starboard
battery of seven guns, keeping up a continuous fire until 3 p. m., when
the signal was made to cease firing; soon after the assaulting party
was seen on the ramparts of the fort, and our flags were seen waving
over its walls. The firing was resumed upon signal being made to fire

on the Mound battery, its guns being turned on the assaulting party.

The Rhode Island went into action with nearly one-half of her com-
plement, a party being engaged in landing siege guns for the army,
the importance of which service has been duly acknowledged by the
general in charge, and another portion of the officers and crew, with
Lieutenant F. R. Smith, were connected with the storming party.

Acting Master Gharles O'Neil, in the absence of Lieutenant Smith
in charge of the storming party from this vessel, acted as executive
officer during the action, which, in addition to bis own duty, he dis-

charged with special credit.
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Acting Ensign Robert O. Lanfare, the only divisional officer on
board, merits praise, fighting his own gun and exercising a supervision
over the others.

Acting Master's Mates Eichard W. Wallace, John P. Fisher, Henry
E. Gardiner, and George H. Appleton deserve special mention for the
good manner in which their guns were handled.

I have also to acknowledge the services of Acting Chief Engineer
John F. McOutchen for the skillful manner in which the engine was
worked daring the action, and further aid rendered by himself and
assistants.

Assistant Paymaster William Lee Darling acted as mj- aid during
the engagement and rendered himself very useful in communicating
the necessary orders.

Assistant Surgeon Edward B. Bingham deserves mention for his
promptness in looking up our wounded after the assault and bringing
on board for treatment all those whose wounds would admit of their
being moved, thereby making more room on the hospital vessel for the
more serious cases.
Captain's Clerk Langdon S. Eogers deserves mention for the zealous

manner in which he discharged the duties of signal officer on this
occasion, as well as during the action of the 24th of December.

Paymaster's Clerk William J. Bennett, in charge of powder division,
merits a favorable mention for the careful and prompt manner in which
the divisions were served.

Credit is due to the gunner, Henry Hamilton, for the dispatch with
which the ammunition was delivered from the magazines and shell
rooms.

1 take this opportunity to bring to your favorable notice Charles H.
Foy, signal quartermaster, not only for his services during the action,
but for his uniform good conduct and long and faithful services. He
has been in the naval service upward of twenty years, over three of
which have been on board of this vessel.

I would further add that very great credit is due to the crew. Al-
though shorthanded and having an extra gun on the starboard side,
the battery was worked well and rendered very good service. I am
happy to state that there were no casualties on board. I enclose here-
with the report of Lieutenant Smith, together with a list of the casual-
ties in the storming party from this vessel; also the gunner's report of
ammunition expended during the engagement.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Stephen D. Tbenchaed, '

_ . , . , „ Commander.
Eear-Admiral David D. Pobtee, U. S. Navy,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Eeport of lieutenant Smith, U. B. Savy, commanding assaulting party from the TJ. S. S. Bhode
Island.

U. S. S. Ehode Island,
Off Wilmington, N. C, January 16, 1865.

Sm
:
I would respectfully make the following report of the boat expe-

dition from this ship, -fitted and armed in compliance with Admiral
Porter's general order to operate against Fort Fisher-
On the morning of 15th instant, in obedience to general signal from

the flagship, armed and equipped first and second cutters and 8cor-
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pion and reported to the admiral; was ordered to laud and report to
Lieutenaut-Oommander K. E. Breese. I landed and reported, and -was
ordered to send the marine guard to the captain of marines in charge
of marine battalion and jjut my men in line with the second division on
the left of the Gettysburg's crew. After getting into line by divisions
we advanced in columns of companies to within 1,200 yards of the fort,
where we were formed into one grand division and marched up the
beach by the left flank until within 800 yards of the fort, when we were
ordered to lie down. We remained in this position until 2 : 45 p. m.,
when we received the order to charge. We advanced at double-quick,
under a heavy fire of musketry and grape, to the stockade, and then
filed to the right and charged the sea face of the fort. We were
repulsed with considerable loss; retreated down the beach, and sent my
wounded men to the hospital ship.
Eeceived orders to proceed to the right of the army line, where an

attack was expected, to render all assistance possible to pur picket line,
now somewhat weakened.
Our line was not disturbed during the night. At 6 a. m. I embarked

and returned to the ship. The officers and men under my command
behaved splendidly.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Fkkd. E. Smith,

Lieutenant and Executive Officer.

Commander S. D. Teenohard, U. S. Navy,
Commanding XT. 8. 8. Rhode Island.

Report of Assistant Surgeon Bingliam, IT. B. Navy, legaiding casualties on the V. B. S. Rhode
Island.

U. S. S. Ehode Island,
Off Wilmington, January 16, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report the following casualties in the storm-
ing of Port Fisher on the afternoon of January 15, 1865

:

Name. Bate. Semarks.

Jeremiah Coonie
Patrick Harrington
John B. Maury
John Daisy

Harry Deroy

.

Chief boatswain's mate.
Landsman
Ordinary seaman
Marine

John Sullivan
Fred Archer
Austin Bucldey
Charles Wilson
Stephen D.Tripp...

Ordinary seaman

.

Landsman
Seaman
Ordinary seaman .

do
Landsman

Gunshot wound left shoulder and left chest.
Gunshot wound left wrist.
Gunshot wound right buttock.
Gunshot wound, amputating middle, ring, and little

Angers, left hand.
Gunshot wound through fleshy part of throat in
front of trachea.

Abrasion of right hand.
Gunshot wound fleshy part of right thigh.
Abrasion of left shomder.
Missing.

Do.

Very respectftdly, your obedient servant,

Ed. B. Bin&ham,
Assistant Surgeon.

Commander Stephen D. Trenohard,
Commanding JJ. 8. 8. Rhode Island.
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Beport of Gnnner Hamilton, V. 8. Navy, regarding ejcpenditnre of ammunition on the V. S. S.

Bhode Island.

U. S. S. Ehode Island,
Off Wilmington, N. G., January 16, 1865.

Sir : I respectfully forward the report of ammunition expended in

the attack on Fort Fisher and other batteries at the mouth of Cape
Fear Eiver, N. 0.

:

IX-inch shells 94
Vlll-ineh shells 136
30-pounder shells 69
12-pounder shells 3

Total rounds 302

Very respectfully, H. Hamilton,
Gunner.

Beport of Lieutenant Cushrog, U. S. Navy, oommandiag U, S. S. Uontioello.

U. S. S. MONTICBLLO,
Off Wilmington, January 17, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report the part taken by this vessel in the
actions of the 13th, 14th, and 15th instants, resulting in the capture of
the harbor defenses of Wilmington, the loss of foreign supplies to the
rebels, and the ruin of those holding the Anglo-rebel loan

:

On the 13th and 14th the Monticello assisted in guarding the troops
in landing and advancing. On the 15th instant, by your order, I took
position close in by the fort and shelled the rebel privateer Chickamduga
and three transport steamers from their position in the river, thus pre-
venting the landing of reinforcements for the garrison. The ship's
guns were then turned on the fort and used with effect throughout
the day.
At noon I landed with 40 men from this vessel to take part in the

naval assault on Fort Fisher. My men and those of Lieutenant Porter,
of the Malvern, led the advance of the storming party. The marines
did not clear the parapet of the fort, as anticipated, hence the assault
failed. Our sailors were close under the walls, subjected to a very heavy
fire, since the main body of the enemy had been drawn to that point to
resist what they supposed to be the weight of the attack. We were
forced to fall back with the loss of many of our best officers and men,
but €iot before tlie army, through its own gallantry and our diversion
in its favor, had effected a lodgment that secured subsequent success.
Then, finding myself apparently senior officer, I rallied as many sailors
and marines as possible, and at night placed them in the trenches, as
requested by General Terry, thus relieving some regiments that went
to the front. In this I was greatly assisted by your son. Secretary
Porter, and by Lieutenant Woodward, ofthe Minnesota. Acting Ensign
Daniel W. Lakin, of this vessel, behaved gallantly and rendered material
aid. My loss during the day consisted of 4 killed and 4 wounded.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. B. Gushing,

Lieutenant- Commander.
near-Admiral David D. Porter,

Comdg. North Atlantic Squadron, U. S. 8. Flagship Malvern.
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Abitiaot log of the IT. S. S. Montdoello, Lieutenant Cnshing, XS. S. Kavy,

January 13, 1865.—At 9:30 a. m. came to anchor off Half Moon bat-

tery. From meridian to 4 p. m. the Ironsides and three monitors
engaging the fort. At 11 p. m. got underway and stood in to cover
the troops; stuck in the breakers and backed off.

January 15.—From 4 to 8 a. m. the monitors engaging the fort. From
meridian to 4 p. m, : Shelling Fort Fisher. At 3 :40 p, m. a premature
explosion took place of the starboard IX-inch gun, resulting in the
death of the following men: Eandolph Furgison [or Fungison] (cap-

tain of after guard), Shadarack Hutchinson (landsman), Zacnariah
Gresham (landsman), and wounding Edward McDonald in the left

thumb. Sent for the surgeon of the Pequot, who came and amputated
McDonald's thumb. From 4 to 6 p. m. : Shelling Fort Fisher with the
100-pounder rifle. At 5 : 30 parted the hawser of the kedge anchor and
swung head on to the fort. Was unable to train the gun ; ceased firing.

At 6 : 40 the gig returned, bringing Henry Floyd and Philip Tracey, sea-

man and ordinary seaman, who were wounded slightly in attempting to

storm Fort Fisher.
January 16.—At 7:45 a. m. an explosion took place in Fort Fisher.

At 10 called all hands to muster; found Joseph Daniels, seaman, miss-

ing; he was killed and buried on shore. At 3 : 55 p. m. sent three boats

to drag for torpedoes.

Abstract log of the IT. S. S. Alabama, Acting Tolnnteer lieutenant Langthome, TJ. B. Ifavy.

January 13, 1865.—At anchor off Half Moon battery, Iforth Carolina,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Langthorne in command. At 2 p. m.
commanding officer left the ship. Sent first and second cutters to the

steamer Eliza Holmes to assist in landing the intrenching tools.

January H.—At 0:30 p. m, steam launch and second cutter left the

ship to assist in transporting stores from the ships to the shore.

January 15.—At 12:30 p.m. a gun opened on us from the beach.

Went to "quarters and opened fire. At 2 : 30 ceased. At 9 p. m. went
to quarters and opened fire with starboard battery and pivot guns. At
9:30 beat retreat. At 10:30 the fleet commenced sending up rockets

and burning Ooston's. A boat from the Howquah reported that the

fort had surrendered.
January 16.—From midnight to 4 a. m. discharged the IX-inch pivot

and 30-pounder Parrott ocicasionally, to shell the woods. From 4 to 8

a. m., firing the IX-inch and 30pounder Panott once every hour.

Espied men on the beach apparently trying to remove a gun. Weighed
anchor and opened fire upon them. At 11 ceased firing and came to

anchor.

Beport of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Dnnn, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Montgomery.

U. S. S. Montgomery,
Off New Jnlet, January 17, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the part taken

by this ship in the action of the 15th instant with Fort Fisher and the

surrounding batteries:

At 9:45 a. m., being in line with the third division, iu obedience to

signal from the flagship, sent three boats, in charge of Acting Master

N w R—VOL 11 36
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W. N. Welles, with Acting Eusign Eobert "Wiley and Acting Master's
Mate C. H. Neill, with 34 men to take part in the assault of Port Fisher.

At 12 m., signal being made to the third division to advance to the
attack, moved in to my assigned position in line of battle and anchored
bow and stern in 4 fathoms water, with the Mound fort bearing N. W.,
about 1,800 yards distant, at the same time opening fire from my star-

board battery on the Mound and the adjoining water batteries, they
responding for a time very warmly.
At 3:10 p. m. ceased fire in obedience to signal, our forces on shore

being in the act of advancing to the assault. At 3: 50 resumed fire at
the Mound fort. At 4 : 30, having expended all the 10-second fuzes on
board, and finding my 5-second fuzes were bursting short, I got the
ship underway and steamed in on to the edge of the bar, where I
anchored in 3 fathoms water and resumed fire, just reaching the bat-
teries with the 5-second fuzes.

At 8 : 30 p. m. ceased firing, having expended 158 X-inch shells, 230
Vlll-inch, and 192 30-pounder Parrott shells.

H"o casualties occurred on board the ship during the action, but of
those who took part in the assault of Fort Fisher I regret to have to
report Acting Ensign Eobert Wiley and 1 man killed and 4 others
severely, and 1 man slightly wounded.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Thomas C. Dunn,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

BepoTt of Acting Voliinteer laentenant Sann, XT. 8. Havy, Togarding casualties on the TJ. S. 8.

Uontgomery.

U. S. S. MONTGOMBEY,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, January 16, 1865.

SiE
: I have to report the casualties in this ship's company as follows

:

Killed.—Eobert Wiley, acting eusign; Eobert B. Harlow, second-
class fireman.
Wounded.—John Graham, landsman, leg ; Alonzo Gildersleeve, lands-

man, legs; Francis Dugan, quartermaster, wrist; Charles Brogau,
second-class fireman, badly wounded in neck and breast.
The above casualties occurred during the assault of yesterday.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thomas C. Dunn,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Abstract log of the U. 8. 8. Keystone State, Commander Bolando, TJ. 8. Navy.

January U, ISeS.-At 7:30 a. m. the Qualcer City got underway and
stood out the harbor, but when on the bar found a heavy sea and re-
turned. During the watch strong wind from S. W., with heavv sea at
the outer bar. At 11:05 the captain of the Sowquah came on boardand reported that the pilot refused to take his vessel out of the harborJanuary iff.—Arrived off Fort Fisher.

"^""i.
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Abstract log of the V. S. S. Quaker City, Commander Bpicer, TT. B. Kavy.

January 16, 1865.—At 1 a. m. anchored in 8 fathoms of water. The
nearest vessel of the fleet about one-half mile. At 7:46 a. m. the
magazine in Fort Fisher exploded. At 8:20 the batteries near Bald
Head light-house on fire. Came to and got the ship ready to receive
the wounded. At 1:45 p. m. flagship made signals. Five gunboats
stood in through the channel. At 2 : 30 the admiral stood up the chan-
nel in a picket boat. At 3 third cutter went ashore with several ofQcers.
Fi om 4 to C p. m. : Eeceived wounded on board. At 4 : 30 the American
flag hoisted on Fort Fisher. The Malvern fired a salute.
January 17.—At 1 : 15 a. m. heard several reports of guns from back

of the fort. At 1 : 20 heard a very loud report in the direction of the
channel.

Beport of Commander Guest, U. S, ITavy, commanding TT. S. S. losoo.

TJ. S. S. losoo,
Off Fort Fisher, IT. C, January 17, 1865.

Admibal: This ship, under my command, on the 13th and 14th
instant, by your order, covered the right flank of the army and assisted
in landing troops. On the morning of the 15th, in obedience to signal,
I landed 44 men &om this ship, in charge of Acting Ensigns Jameson
and Feilberg. Of these, 2 were killed and 12 wounded in the assault
upon Fort Fisher. The names of the men, together with the circum-
stances, have been previously reported.
At 1 : 30 p. m. this ship, by your order, took her station in the line

of battle and directed her fire at the Mound with good effect till the
surrender of the works.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John Gtjest,
Commander, U. 8. ITavy.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Poktek,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Beport of Acting Ensign Jameson, U. S. Navy, commanding asaanlting party from, the TT. S. 8.

Iosco.

U. S. S. Iosco,

Off Fort Fisher, January 16, 1865.

SiE : I have to report that after landing the men for the assault, 44
in all, including Acting Ensign TJ. Feilberg and myself, I sent launch
and first cutter with two boat keepers each to the steamer Gettysburg,

there to remain until needed. I formed the men into line in the first

division; sent 7 men with shovels under charge of Joseph Hinkelman
(master at arms) to the front to report to Lieutenant Preston, and when
there to assist in throwing up breastworks. While at work there J. S.

Barber (captain of hold) was killed by a grapeshot fired from Fort
Fisher. After forming into column for charging we constituted part
of the second company of first division.

In charging, my men (as far as I could observe) behaved with the
greatest bravery, being the foremost in the charge, Mr. Feilberg lead-

ing. In the charge had I man killed (James Madison, boatswain's
mate) and 12 wounded, 2 severely.
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As soon as we retreated I had the wounded attended to and sent off

in the first cutter. The launch I had hauled up on the beach. Last

night occupied the trenches, by Captain Breese's orders. This morning
I saw to the burial of our 2 killed, and as soon after as possible col-

lected the men and returned on board.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. Jameson,

Acting Ensign.

Commander John Gtjest,
Gommanding U. S. S. Iosco.

Beport of Acting Assistant Soigeon Banoioft, IT. S. Navy, giving list of casualties on the

V. S. S. Iosco.

Name. Kate. Bemarks.

Captain of hold -.-. Killed.
Do.

Ship's cook.. Severely wounded.
Do.

Gunner's mate . Slightly wounded.
Do.

SaAmaker's mate Do.
Do.

Philin "Worriahoffer . .

.

do Do.
Do.

do Do.
Do.

"William H. Northrup ... Do.
do Do.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

KiEK H. Bancroft,
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. Navy.

Commander John Guest,
Gommanding U. S. 8. Iosco

Abstract log of the IT. S. 8. Aries, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Wells, TT. S. Navy.

January 11, 1865.—^At 1 : 30 p. m. came to anchor in Beaufort Harbor.
January 12.—At 7 : 45 a. m. we got underway with the fleet. At 9 the

fleet formed in line of battle with the flagship.
January 13.—From midnight to 4 a. m., at anchor with the fleet off

Fort Fisher. At 3:30 a. m. got underway and stood inshore with the
fleet. At 7 : 15 the BroofeZyw opened fire on the shore and woods. At 7: 30
the Santiago de Guha came in collision with us, stove two of our boats,
and doing other damage. At 7 : 55 came to anchor near the shore. At
8: 10 sent five boats in charge of an officer to assist in landing troops.
At 8 : 30 the ironclads opened fire on the fort and continued bombarding
the fort throughout the watch, the enemy replying vigorously. All the
transports engaged in landing troops. At 3 all our boats returned to
the ship. At 3 : 30 sent five boats to the steamer Advance for duty, per
orders. The ironclads bombarded the fort throughout the watch.. At
4:10 p. m. the fleet got underway and stood up toward the fort. At
4:30 the Golorado opened fire, the fleet following close in the wake, and
at 4 : 40 they all opened fire on the forts. At 4 : 30 the land forces formed
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in line of battle. At 5: 40 all of our boats returned to the ship. At G the
fleet ceased firing. From 6 to 8 p. m., troops firing a shot at intervals
from about five to ten minutes throughout the watch. From 8 to mid-
night, the ironclads firing occasionally, the enemy replying from the
fort every half hour.
January 14.—At 12 : 30 a. ra. the firing ceased. At 3 : 30 a. m. the

ironclads fired 1 signal gun. At 5: 30 sent five boats in charge of offi-

cers to land provisions for the troops. At 11 a. m. the Ironsides opened
fire, and the monitors with her. At 11:20 fhe Advance signaled; we
got underway and stood out with the Advance to the westward; boats
employed in landing troops and provisions. From 4 to 8 p. m., iron-

clads bombarding the forts, and boats landing provisions and ammuni-
tion for the army. At 9:45 p. m. all boats returned from duty and
were hoisted up, ironclads firing a shot at short intervals at the fort.

January 15.—From 12 to 4 a. m., at anchor near the fleet, monitors
throwing occasionally a shot. From 4 a. m. to 2 p. m., delivering
provisions for the army and ammunition among the fleet. From 2 to
midnight, at anchor off Flag Pond battery, the boats taking stores on
shore, three of the gunboats shelling the woods. At 4 p. m. the
enemy made an attack on our troops and the rest of the ships; took up
anchor and took a position nearer the beach and opened fire, shelling
the woods in company with the Advance and Lilian^ the fleet con-
tinuing shelling the woods at intervals of fifteen minutes. At 9 : 30 the
fleet stopped firing. Heard cheering in the direction of the fort, which
was passed from ship to ship with a display of rockets and fireworks.

Suppose the fort to have been taken.
January 16.—From 12 to 4 a. m., at anchor with the fleet off Fort

Fisher. From 4 to 8 a. m. we kept up a fire at intervals of fifteen

minutes in the woods back of our troops till 6 : 30, then ceased firing by
order of the commanding officer of the Advance. At 5:30 sent two
boats away on duty to land provisions for the army. At 6 : 30 saw an
explosion at Fort Fisher. At 9:30 the gunboats commenced shelling

the woods to the eastward of the fleet back of our troops to the north
of [Flag] Pond battery. Sent a boat to the flagship with reports of

the casualties. At 1 p. m. the gunboats passed in over New Inlet Bar.

At 4 : 20 our forces hoisted the stars and stripes on fort. Flagship fired

a salute. At 6 one of the monitors sailed in tow of the Rhode Island

and steered eastward. At 6 p. m. sent boats to transport wounded oft'

the beach to the hospital ship. At 9 : 30 all boats hoisted up, being too

much surf to take off wounded.
January 17.—Boats employed taking off wounded.

Abatraot log of the V. B. S. Howqnah, Acting Tolimteer Lientenant J. W. Balch, V. S. Kavy.

December 27, 1864.—Fleet firing at intervals to cover the troops.

Sent boats on shore to convey troops to their different transports.

January 15, 1865.—Lying in Beaufort Harbor. At 8 a. m. proceeded

toward Wilmington. At 5 : 10 came within hail of the flagship Malvern,

communicated with her and delivered mails. From 8 to midnight, fired

four shots during the watch—30-pounder, 2; 12-pounder, 2.

January 16.—Lying to anchor off the Half Moon battery. At 3 : 30

a. m. fired 30-pounder rifles—4 loaded shells, 12 percussion, 2 shrapnel.

At 10 a. m. fired 30-pounder rifles—13 shells. At 4 p. m, saw a number
of rebels in the woods; fired 12-pounder rifle, 2 rounds; 30-pounder,
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7 rounds. At 5 : 30 p. m. sent first and second cutters ashore to take off

the wounded. At 9 : 30 the cutters returned on board.

January 17.—At 2 fired one 30-pounder time shell. At 3 : 30 p. m.

the Cherokee opened fire on the rebels back of the Half Moon battery;

ceased firing at 4: 10.

January 19.—OS B alf Moon battery. At 11 : 30 a. m. saw a regiment

of soldiers advancing op the beach, apparently to attack the rebels,

who are in considerable force in the woods near the Half Moon battery.

At 12:30 p.m. received orders from the Governor Buckingham to get

underway and fire at the rebels. At 1 got underway and went to quar-

ters and opened fire; fired 30-pounder, 20 rounds; 3 rounds percussion

shell; howitzer, 3 rounds. Ceased firing; saw our troops charge and
capture a number of rebels and storm the works.

Abstzact log of the U. S. S. Wildemess, Acting Master Arey, V. B. Kavy.

December 28, 1864.—Bound from Beaufort to Wilmington with coal

schooners in tow.
January 12, 1865.—At 5 p. m. proceeded out of Beaufort Harbor for

Wilmington.
January 13.—At 3 a. m. slowed down and ran in for the land ; laid to

until daylight. At that time discovered the fleet and transports moving
in for the enemy. At 6 : 50 a. m. the Ironsides commenced to shell the
woods. From 8 to 12 noon, underway among the fleet. At 8: 30 a. m.
received orders from Captain Breese, fleet captain, to proceed to the
transport Atlantic and to take on a load of troops and go as near the
shore with them as we could. We took on the troops and anchored in

5 fathoms water and within 500 yards of the beach. Several boats came
alongside and commenced landing troops. Ironclads in position firing

at the fort. At 1 p. m. finished lauding troops; weighed anchor and
steamed out to the flagship. At 3 : 30 troops were landed ; signals were
made recalling boats, also to get underway. At 4 : 40 the action became
general. At 5 saw black smoke bearing N. E. by B. ; was ordered by
the admiral to give chase. At 5: 30 came up with her; she proved to
be the U. S. S. Britannia. At 6 returned to the Malvern. From 8 to
midnight, lying at anchor off Flag Pond battery. Firing at intervals
during the watch.
January 14.—At 1 a. m. firing ceased from the ironclads. At 11:07

a. m, ironclads opened fire on the forts. Delivering mail among the fleet
and loading with ammunition from the powder boat. At 11 : 45 p. m.
received orders to deliver cargo to the New Ironsides.
January 15.—From 12 to 4 p. m. bombardment still going on. At

4:30 p. m. musketry firing was heard in the woods and near the beach,
answered by our troops in the trenches. Opened fire with our bow gun,
fired 5 shell and 5 shrapnel. At 5:10 ceased firing. Bombardment of
Fort Fisher still continuing. From C to 8 p. m. heavy firing from the
fleet. From 8 to midnight: Firing very rapidly at the forts. At 10
signals were made to the fleet from the shore. All the fleet commenced
to cheer and threw up rockets.
January 16.—At 7 : 30 a. m. a magazine exploded in Fort Fisher, kill-

ing and wounding a number of our men.
January 17.—At 1 a. m. a heavy explosion in the direction of Fort

Fislier.

January 19.—Lying at anchor off Smithville. Occasional picket fir-
ing on shore.
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January 20.—Lying at anchor off Smithville. At 2 : 05 a. m. made a
steamer coming in ; flagship ordered her to heave to. At '2

: 30 hove up
anchor and got alongside blockade runner Charlotte.

Abstract log of the V. S. S. Cherokee, Aotiag Yolnnteer Lieutenant Vf, E. Senniion, IT. S. Navy.

January 12, 1865.—At 10 p. m. the Nansemond arrived and commu-
nicated by hail and gave orders from the admiral to hoist two lights
and send boats to see if there were any torpedoes where the fleet were
at the late attack on Fort Fisher. Set lights and sent in first cutter
with 9 men and 1 oflScer, armed.
January 13.—At 7 : 1'O a. m. the Ironsides commenced shelling the

batteries. At 8 a. m. called to quarters; stood slowly inshore. At
8:30 called away first, second, and third cutters and sent them in to
assist in landing troops. At 8: 35 a. m. first gun fired from Fort Fisher.
At 8 : 45 came to anchor. At 9 : 10 first troops were landed. At 10
first cutter returned for canvas and nails to repair the second cutter,
she having been bilged on the beach. At 2 p. m. the first and third
cutters returned, bringing crew of the second cutter; she being badly
bilged was left on the beach. At 4 : 10 hove up anchor and stood to the
southward.
January 14.—At 11:15 a. m. the ironclad Ganonicus firing at Fort

Fisher.
.January 15.—From meridian to 4 p. m. : Got underway and passed

within hail of the Advance; got orders to go and silence a Whitworth
battery near Half Moon. Saw a number of men close by; opened fire

on them in company with the Alabama, Maumee, and Governor Buck-
ingham. Kept up a slow fire to cover our troops on the beach. At 5
p. m. first cutter returned on board. At 5:30 ceased firing. At 9: 50
commenced shelling the woods. At 10:25 saw a lot of rockets and
other lights burned by the fleet; also heard three cheers; we did the
same. At 11 : 10 ceasedfiring. Expended this day the following ammu-
nition: Twenty-pounder Parrott rifle, 51 percussion shells; 42 shells,

not fuzed; 13 shrapnel, not fuzed; 106 charges powder; 55 jjaper fuzes;
170 primers; 50 shell; 4 shrapnel. Twenty-four-pounder howitzer,
fixed ammunition. Discovered the fuzes to be very defective from
corrosion and dampness.
January 16.—At 9 : 30 a. m., seeing several men on shore, called to

quarters and commenced shelling them from our 20-pounder Parrott
rifles. At 10 : 40 firing ceased. Expended 9 pivot charges to load 10
shells and shrapnel. From 8 to midnight: Sent first and third cut-
ters away to bring off the wounded. At 10 the boats returned.
January 17.—At 3 a. m. saw a large fire in the direction of Fort

Fisher; heard several very heavy explosions trom the same. At 10
a. ra. signal made from senior ofiBcer. Sent away the first cutter.
Heard another explosion in the direction of Smith's Island. At 3:30
p. m. called to quarters and commenced shelling the men seen in and
about the houses with spar and gun-deck batteries. At 4 : 15 ceased
firing.

January 18.—From 8 to meridian expended 5 rounds of pivot ammu-
nition.

January 19.—At 1 : 30 p. m. saw a body of our troops going down to

attack the squad of rebels in the rifle pits opposite us. Called to quar-
ters and commenced shelling the pits with after rifle 20-pouuder Par-
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rott. At 2 : 60 our troops charged and took the pits with a number of

prisoners, and afterwards a part of them occupied the works. From 6

to 8 our troops set fire to several houses close by the ritie pits.

Beport of lieutenant-Commander TTpBhar, IT. S, ITavy, commanding V. S. S. Advance.

U. S. S. Advance,
OffFort Fisher, N". C, January 17, 1865.

SiK : I have the honor to report herein the part taken by this vessel
and the division placed under my command in the recent operations
against the enemy in this vicinity.

Agreeably to your order, I conferred with Major-General Terry and
proceeded to land the troops and munitions indicated by him. This
was c >ntinued through the 13th, 14th, and 15th, days and nights, moat
of the time through a heavy surf that destroyed a number of our boats,
and at times threatened the lives of the ofBcers and men.
The officers aud crew, not only of my own command, but of the other

vessels in this division, expressed a desire to participate in the assault,

but a number of the boats having been disabled, our position being
removed from the point of lauding, and there being as much work,
and as I conceived at the time as important, to be done to support
the position of the forces on shore, I deemed it best, and in accord-
ance with your wishes, that they should not be gratified in this respect.
The Tristram, Shandy did. however, through a misunderstanding, send
a few men and two officers. About 4 p. m., soon after the assault com-
menced, the enemy having opened two hours before with a Whitworth
battery on some of the vessels of my line, I observed skirmishins;
between our pickets and those of the enemy close at hand, several of
the balls passing over and near us, and killing a soldier near our boats.
I suspected the enemy had moved dowii the peninsula in force to sur-
prise or to create a diversion from the assault. Immediately went to
quarters, followed by the other vessels, and began shelling the woods
and cover in front of our intrenchments. Our firing was successful,
eliciting cheers from our troops as the shell fell among the enemy, driv-
ing him off in haste. To prevent his return an occasional shell was
fired during the night in that direction. I can not close tuis report,
which I desire shall be brief, without calling to your notice my execu-
tive officer, Acting Master Gardner Cottrell, to whose intelligence and
untiring energy the success of our labors is mainly due. I can not but
believe the general commanding will make some acknowledgment of
his important services. Mr. Cottrell has been our principal medium in
the work to be done, often originating and always faithfully executing
whatever was necessary.

I am gratified by the cheerful manner in which the officers and crew
of my own vessel, as well as those of the division under mycommand
have performed their duties. Annexed is a list of the vessels compos-
ing the division

:

Emma, Governor Buckingham, Tristram Shandy, Lilian, Aries, Chero-
kee, Alabama, and Wilderness.
Enclosed is a list of ammunition expended.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. Upshue,

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding,
Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron,
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Abstract log of the V. S. 8. Advance, Lieatenant-Commander TTpshui, V. S. Navy.

January 13, 1865.—At 7 a. m. made the fleet at anchor off Wilmington,
bearing W. At 7:10 saw the Governor Buckingham and Maratanza
inshore of us, steaming in for the fleet. At 7 : 50, finding that it would
be difiQcnlt to communicate with the admiral while the vessels were
moving, stopped engines and allowed ship to drift. At 8, most of the
vessels having anchored, steamed for the flagship. At 8 : 30 communi-
cated with the flagship and captain repaired on board. Captain
leturned, and at 10 commenced to collect the division, which had been
placed under the commandof Lieutenant-Commander John H. Upshur
by admiral's order No. 10. At 10:15 sent first and second cutters to
hind provisions from the Bussia, and ordered each vessel of the division
to do the same. At 10 : 20 came to inside of the line of battle in 4
fathoms water, and from 4 to 6 all boats employed in landing ammuni-
tion from the tugs. At 10 : 40 p. m. the Uliza Hancox came within hail
and requested Captain Upshur to have landed the intrenching tools.

Immediately sent two boats and ordered all other vessels to do the
same.
The Ironsides and monitors bombarding Fort Fisher. A portion of

the fleet covering and landing troops to the northward of the forts.

January 14.—The greater portion of the fleet bombarding Fort Fisher.
The ironclads firing during the night and aided by a few wooden vessels
steadily playing on the forts. This ship's boats employed landingstores.
January 15.—From midnight to meridian, boats landing stores and

ammunition. At 12 : 30 a battery of fieldpieces opened on the Alabama.
Sent two vessels to assist her, which soon silenced the battery. At
about 4 p. m. the sailors and marines landed with their respective offi-

cers, the whole command in charge of Fleet Captain Breese, ready for

the assault, and moved along the beach, the army assaulting columns
moving to the right. At 4:30 the fleet ceased firing and assault was
made. The naval brigade was repulsed and the army obtained a
footing in the works. The fleet reopened fire and continued into the
night. At 4 : 30 p. m. the enemy attacked our picket line abreast of the
ship. At once beat to quarters and opened fire on them with the 30-

ponnder Parrott. Ordered the rest of the division to do the same. At
4:30 the Emma succeeded in getting the boats off. From 6 to 8 p. m.
the whole division firing at intervals at the enemy in the woods. From
8 to midnight landing ammunition. At 11:30 p. m. heard cheering
from the flagship and saw rockets sent up from different parts of the
fleet. At 11:40 there was a general cheering, in which we took part.

The supposition is that the fort is ours.

January iff.—From midnight to 4 a. m. From boats that returned
we learned that Fort Fisher had been captured by the army and navy.
At 7 a. m. saw a heavy tteplosion take place in Fort Fisher. American
flag flying over Fort Fisher. At 10:40 a. m. sent the Tristram Shandy
inshore to get off the WabasVs launch. Learned that the magazine in

the fort blew up, killing and wounding a large number of our people.

At 4 : 10 the UUza Hancox came within hail and requested us to take

off some wounded. At ouce ordered the whole division to send their

boats for that purpose. At! the boats returned to their respective

ships. From 8 p. m. to midnight a number of heavy explosions occurred

during the night in the direction of Smith's Island and Fort Caswell.

Enemy supposed to be blowing up and abandoning their works. A
number of our gunboats entered Cape Fear Eiver.
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Abstract log of the IT. S. S. Eolns, Acting Uaster Eeyser, V. S. Navy.

December 28, 1864-January 12, 1865.—Lying at anchor in Beaufort

Harbor. At 12:50 p. m. received dispatches for the admiral and pas-

sengers from the Advance; proceeded to sea. At 1 : 10 crossed the bar.

From 6 to 8, standing through the fleet. At 7 : 15 communicated with

the admiral and received orders to follow astern of him. At 8 : 40 p. m.
flagship anchored; captain went onboard with mail and passengers.

In the darkness, in trying to cross a hawser from the Fort Jackson to a
monitor, ran into the Fort Jackson, carrying away the gig and smashing
a portion of the hurricane deck.
January 13.—From 4 to 8 a. m., through the watch following the

movements ofthe admiral, carrying orders. At 8: 15 the New Ironsides

and monitors got in range and opened on Fort Fisher. Boats of the
squadron employed landing troops, covered by the frigates and sloops

of war. Carrying orders around the fleet. At 11 steamed in company
with the admiral up to the ironclads at the fort. The Santiago de Cuba,
with her division, advancing down the coast, covering the skirmishers.
At 11 : 30 the admiral signaled to the Santiago to cease firing. At 4 : 30
p. m. the fleet formed and opened on Fort Fisher. Eunning with
orders from the admiral to the fleet. From 6 to 8 p. ra: Eeceived
Lieutenant Preston on board (from the Malvern) and carried orders to
the fleet to withdraw from action, the ironclads keeping up a desul-

tory firing. At 8 : 30 came to anchor.
January 14.—Until 1: 25 p. m. carrying orders to the fleet from the

admiral. At 1:30 p. m. received dispatches and orders to proceed to
Beaufort, N. C. At 9 : 15 arrived and anchored outside the bar off

Beaufort.
January 15.—At 2 p. m. took coal schooner Cerro Gordo in tow and

proceeded to sea.

January 16.—At 7 : 30 a. m. arrived off New Inlet and anchored the
tow. From 8 to meridian received orders from the flagship to con-
vey the wounded from the fleet to the Santiago de Cuba. Employed
during the day gathering the wounded from the different ships and
transporting them to the hospital vessels.
January 23.—From 8 to meridian: Fleet captain came on board, ran

down to Smith's Island, landed and took possession of two fieldpieces,
put them in a scow, and took them off to the ship.

BepoTt of Ideatenant Lamson, U. S. Kavy, commanding IT. 8. S. Oettyibuig.

U. 8. S. Gettysbueg,
New Inlet, North Carolina, January 17, 1865.

SiE: I have the following report of the part taken by this vessel in
the operations resulting in the capture of the forts at the month of
the Cape Fear Eiver

:

On the nth instant I left Beaufort in obedience to your orders and
relieved Commander Bolando oft' New Inlet, where the fleet arrived
during the night of the 12th, and sent a boat in on the bar to prevent
the enemy from planting torpedoes during the night. At daylight
received an order to take position opposite Half-Moon battery, and sent
all my boats in obedience to signal to assist in landing troops, which
operation continued during the day and evening. On the morning of
the 14th I received orders to superintend the landing of General Terry's
artillery, which was done under the direction of Lieutenant Farquhar
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and myself without wetting a gun or a cartridge. On the morning of
the 15th, as the fleet was going into action, the signal for the storming
party to land was made, and running closer inshore I landed with 70
oflScers and men and reported to Fleet Captain K. E. Breese.
As Captain Breese has no doubt reported to you the part taken by us

in the assault, it is not necessary for me to speak of it, but 1 wish to
bear testimony to the gallant personal efforts of Captain Breese to rally
the men after they were checked by the withering flre from the fort
and to get the marines to open on the enemy's infantry, under cover of
which fire we might have gained the parapet.
Acting Ensigns Sands, Keith, Laighton, and Miller, of this vessel,

behaved with great gallantry in trying to rally the men.
During the day Acting Master Charles B. Dahlgren,in charge of the

Oetti/nburg, took a good position close inshore and used the guns with
efllect, and towed out the Pequot, temporarily disabled.
A nport of the killed and wounded of this vessel has already been

forwarded.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. H. Lamson,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

Hear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding North Atlantic bquadron, Cape Fear River.

Beport of Actmg Assistant Surgeon Eddy, XT. S. Navy, regardinf^ the casnalties on the IT. S. 8.

Gettysburg.

U. S. S. Gettysburg, January If;, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of killed and
wounded in the assault on Fort Fisher of the 16th instant, and by the
explosion of a magazine in the fort on the morning of the 16th instant:
The following were killed and wounded in the assault:

Name. Hate. Remarks.

Michael Mnlkeen Killed
"William Sliimmon Do.

Wound of hip and pelvis.
do

Wound of thigh.
Do..Alrah Scofield . Landsman

do

The following were killed by explosion of magazine:

2Iame. Kate. Kemarlcs.

R. H.Gillette Acting assistant paymaster

First-class iireinsn Missing; probably killed.
do

EespectfuUy, etc.,

G. S. Eddy,
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. 8. Gettysburg.

Lieutenant E. H. Lamson,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Gettysburg.
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Abstract log of the V. S. S. Lilian, Acting Volunteer lieutenant T. A. Harris, V. S. Navy.

January 13, J865.—Off Fort Fisher. At 6 a. m. steamed iiisbore.

At 7 the ifansemond came up to us with orders from the admiral to form
in line of battle. At 7 : 30 the admiral made general signal. Answered
and steamed toward the shore above Fort Fisher. From 8 to 12 merid-
ian: Stood in toward the shore; sent the first and second cutters to

assist in landing troops. Employed landing troops and provisions.

At 3:30 p. m. part of the fleet got underway and commenced an attack
upon Fort Fisher. At 7 : 30 p. m. boats returned, being unable to land
on account of the surf.

January 11.—Boats [of the Lilian] employed landing stores for the
army. Fleet bombarding Fort Fisher.
January 15.—From 4 a. m. to 4 p. in. : Employed landing troops and

stores for the army. At 4:30 p. m. called to general quarters. Com-
menced shelling the woods. Fired 1 solid shot, 10 15-second, 6 20-second,
and 8 percussion shell fiom 30-pounder, and 2 solid shot, 5 percussion,
9 10 second, 6 20-second shell from 20-pounder. From 6 to 8 p. m.:
Fired 1 percussion shell from 20-pounder. At 9 sent two boats to land
ammunition. At 10:30 flagship signaled "Fort Fisher taken." Called
all hands to cheer ship, fired 6 rockets. At midnight all boats returned.
January 16.—At 2 a. m. fired 1 shot from 30-pounder. At 4 fired 1

shell from 20-pounder into the woods to protect the army. From 4
to 8 a. m.: Shelling the woods. Fired 1 shot from 30-pounder. Sent
first and second cutters to land ammunition for the army. From 4 to
6 p. m. sent boats to take wounded men from the shore to the shipping.
At 9: 30 boats returned to the ship. At 11 : 30 the admiral ordered the
ship to proceed to Beaufort with dispatches. At 12 left the fleet for
Beaufort.

Beport of Acting Ensign Tucker V. S. Navy.

U. S. S. Lilian,
Gape Fear River, North Carolina, January 23, 1865.

Sir : In compliance with your request I submit the following state-
ment:
On the night of Sunday, January 15, 1865, while on shore in cliarge

of a boat landing ammunition, I met among our prisoners an ofiBcer of
the Confederate Navy, who represented himself as a lieutenant, in com-
pany with a Dr. Avery, formerly of the U. S. Navy, he also a prisoner.
From him I learned that be was on board the Confederate armed

cruiser which came out at the Western Bar, Cape Fear Eiver, on the
morning of December 26, 1864, for the express purpose of capturing the
United States blockading vessel stationed off that place, having seen
the entire day before that she was unsupported. That the rebel cruiser
was armed with five guns, one of which was a hundred pounder, and
expressed his opinion that their intentions would have been accom-
plished had they not judged that, from our movements, we were endeav-
oring to draw him down upon other of our vessels.

Thomas B. Tucker,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. A. Harris,
^^^'

Commanding,



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 573

Abitract log of the IT. 8. 8. Emma, Aotang VolimteeT Lieutenant Williams, V. 8. Kavy.

January 14-30, 1865.—Boats employed taking off wounded, carrying
provisions for troops, and taking boats off the beach.

Abstract log of the V. 8. 8. Nansemond, lientenant Porter, 17. 8. Navy.

January 13, 1865,—At 5:20 a. m. cast off and steamed to flagship
Malvern, and have been carrying orders since that. At 7 : 30 the BrooMyn
opened fire on the woods to the north of Half Moon battery. Prom 8
to midnight transported troops from steamer General Lyon to shore.

At 1:10 p. m. landed tbe last load of troops on the beach. At 4:30
p. m. the fleet commenced firing very rapidly on Fort Fisher. Steam-
ing about carrying orders. From 8 to midnight at anchor near the
flagship.

January i4.—From midnight to 4 a. m.: At anchor near the flagship

Malvern. The ironclads have been firing from three to five shells an
hour this watch. From 8 p. m. to midnight delivered all the powder
and shells to the ironclads. At 11 steamed offshore and anchored.
January 15.—From meridian to 4 p. m. the fleet engaged with the

forts and batteries. At 3 the fleet ceased firing and the men made
the assault. Sent the gig in charge of Master's Mate Brown to bring
oft" wounded men. Sent the surgeon's steward to assist on shore.

From 4 to 6 p. m. taking on board the wounded sailors oft" the beach.
The troops on the outer works of Fort Fisher. From 6 to midnight:
lleceiving wouuded. At 10:15 heard loud cheering from the fleet.

Flagship sent up rockets; so did the rest of the fleet. Supposed the
fort was taken.

Beport of Acting Volunteer Lientenant Green, IT. 8. ITavy, commanding U. 8. 8, Tristram
Shandy.

U. S. S, Tbisteam Shandy,
Off Wilmington, N. C, January 17, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report that in obedience to Special Order
TSo. 10, after assisting in landing the troops on the morning of the 13th

of January, the boats of this vessel, after reporting to Lieutenant-

Commander John H. Upshur, proceeded to assist in landing stores and
provisions from the army transports. On the 15th instant one boat

trom this vessel with 2 officers and 20 men, all voluuteers, were sent to

assist in the assault on Fort Fisher. On the afternoon of the 15th

instant an attack was made by the rebels upon our pickets immediately

abreast of this ship. Fire was opened from this vessel as well as from

the other gunboats in the vicinity, but the attack was of very short

duration. I enclose a list of casualties among oflcers and men of this

vessel in the assault on Fort Fisher.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. M. Green,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Kavy,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Flagship Malvern,
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Beport of Surgeon's Steward Delano, V. S. Navy, regarding the casnalties on the TT. S. S.

Tristram Shcmdy.

IT. S. S. Tristkam Shandy,
Off Wilmington, N. C, January 17, 1865.

Snt: I have the honor to report the following casualties among the

oflBcers and crew of this vessel at the storming of Fort Fisher on the
afternoon of the 15th instant:

Name. Rate. RemarkB.

Ben "Wood. Severe eanahot woond in right arm and
left thigh.

Severely wounded in leg.

Missing.
Edward Williams

Very respectfully,

William Delano,
Surgeon^s Steward, in Charge.

F. M. Green,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Abstract log of the TT. S. S. Little Ada, Acting Uaster Crafts, TT. S. Navy.

January 13, 1865.—Carrying dispatches through the fleet. At 11
a. m. reported to General Terry for duty. Went alongside the steamer
General McClellan and commenced taking in ammunition for land forces.
January 14.—Delivering dispatches and messages through the squad-

ron.

January 15.—Carrying dispatches through the fleet. Faval brigade
made an assault at 3 p. m.; were repulsed. A few minutes afterwards
the land forces made an assault aud succeeded in capturing several
traverses very quickly, and then came to a standstill, holding what they
had gained.

Abstract log of the TT. S. S. Britannia, Acting Volunteer Lientenant Hose, TT. 8. Navy.

January 13, 1865.—At 10:30 p. m. received orders from Captain
Upshur to send two boats for landing troops; did so. An occasional
gnn fired from the fort all the watch.
January 18.—At 12:50 p. m. came to anchor in Cape Fear Eiver in

company with the fleet. At 5 p. m. boats from the Tacony landed and
set fire to the barracks and gun carriages on a fort on the west side of
the river.

Jamiary 19.—At 1 p. m. sent boats to embark prisoners. At 2-30
three guns were fired from a rebel fort at the Eliza Hancox.
January 50.—Embarking prisoners. At 7:40 p. m. explosion in a

fort on the west side of the river took place.

Beport of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant MacDiannid, TT. 8. Navy, commanding TT. 8 S Governor
Bacldngham.

r.^ Tir
^' ®" ®' <^0'^KNOR Buckingham,

OffNew Inlet, North Carolina, January 26, 1865.
Sir: I have the honor to report that the boats of this vessel wereemployed m landing troops, provisions, intrenching tools, ammunition,
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etc., on the 13th, 14th, 15th instant; ou the 16th and 17th instant they
were employed in carrying wounded to the transports. On the 15th
instant shelled the woods by Half Moon battery in obedience to orders
from Lieutenant-Commander Ealph Chandler.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
John MacDiaemid,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Bear-Admiral Datid D. Poeteb,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Abstiaot log of the IT, S. S. GoTemor Bnckiiigham, Acting Volunteer lieutenant HacDiaimid,
V. a. Navy.

January 13, 1865.—At 9:40 a. m. anchored off Half Moon battery,
between the Nereus and Pontoosuc. Sent three boats to laud troops
from the transports. At 10 : 20 recalled all boats and sent them to land
stores. At anchor in position, covering the landing of stores and
troops 4 miles northward of the fort. At 4 p. m. the fleet formed in line
of battle and opened fire on Fort Fisher. From 4 to 6 three boats from
this ship landing army stores, the fleet keeping up a brisk fire on the
forts. From 6 to 8 p. m. : Boats not returned; firing getting very
slow. From 8 to midnight : Boats not returned ; monitors keeping up
a brisk fire at intervals of about ten minutes. At 10 : 15 the army tug
^liza Hancox spoke us, desiring us to send boats to land intrenching
tools. Midnight, boats not returned from landing stores.

January 14.—Boats not yet returned; all quiet along the lines of the
fleet and the army. At 11 : 30 a. m. hove up anchor and stood to the
southward. Launch's crew came ou board in the second cutter, having
left their boat on the beach; first cutter away. Meridian to 4 p. m.:
At anchor 3 miles to the northward of Fort Fisher. Sent first and sec-

ond cutters to land stores from the army transports ; also sent an officer

with a boat's crew to bring off the launch. At 4 the officer and the
crew returned and reported that the launch was stove. A part of the
gunboats with the ironclads engaged with Fort Fsher. Boats employed
landing stores from the transports. At 9 p. m. first cutter returned to
the ship, having been capsized in the surf.

January. 15.—At 7 : 30 a. m. the wooden gunboats opened fire on Fort
Fisher. From 8 to meridian: Boats employed landing army stores.

Sent carpenter's mate and boat's crew on shore to repair launch and
bring her off. They returned and reported her so badly stove and
broken up that she could not be repaired; was condemned. At anchor
off Battery Gatlin. At 1 p. m., in obedience to orders, got underway
and stood up to the Half Moon battery and shelled the woods for an
hour; saw no signs of the enemy; returned and anchored off Battery
Gatlin. Saw our pickets skirmishing with the enemy. Opened fire

again and kept up a brisk fire on the woods until 6 p. m. From 6 to 8

p. m., shelling the woods and shore. From 8 to midnight, firing every
fifteen minutes, shelling the woods. At 10 : 20 p. m. the firing from the
fleet suddenly ceased, and rockets were thrown up by the fleet and
colored lights shown. Heard jolly cheering from each ship; by that

supposed that the Fort Fisher had been captured. Gave three rousing
cheers for the Union, fired a shotted broadside into the woods, and
ceased. Captain went to the fleet. Ammunition expended, 113 rounds.

January 16.—At 10 a. m. a party of rebel troops in sight to the

northward; opened fire on them and dispersed them. At 1 p.m. got
underway and stood down to the fleet.



576 NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

Eeport of Captain Dawson, V. S. Marine Corps, regarding the part performed by the force

onder bis command.

Marine Babeacks,
New York, February 15, 1865.

Admiral : I have the honor to make the following report of the part

taken by the marines under my command in the recent assault upon

Fort Fisher: _, , ^. i n 4.v,„

Upon landing, on the morning of the 15th January, I found aU the

men that were to constitute the assaulting column on sliore. There

were about 365 men in line, exclusive of Lieutenant Fagan, who had

been ordered by Captain Breese to occupy a rifle pit off to the right,

near the army advance, before I had reached the shore.

I hastily divided the line into four companies, under command ot

Captain Butler, First Lieutenant Wallace, First lieutenant Come, and

First Lieutenant Parker, giving First Lieutenant Williams charge of

some 25 skirmishers, and First Lieutenant Meeker acting as adjutant.

I received two or three orders from Captain Breese "to bring up the

marines at once; that we would be late;" so that I liad to move off

without time to equalize the companies, to number them off for facing

and marching; to select sergeants to replace offlcers, or post the guides

of a single company or platoon.

I took the marines up and filed across the peninsula in front of the

sailors, with skirmishers thrown out. Captain Breese pointed out some

light intrenchments toward the main bastion of Fort Fisher, which

were dug and being completed under cover of the fire of the fleet. He
ordered me " to advance to those that were finished, and as soon as

those nearest the fort were completed to occupy them, and when the

assault was made that I should keep up a full fire, when the sailors

would rush by me, and when well past, the marines would follow them
into the fort;" thus, in the event of a repulse, we would have had cover

to fall back to and a point to rally upon.
I had advanced to the second line of cover and was waiting for the

nearer intrenchments to be finished, when I received an order from Cap-

tain Breese " to take the marine.s down on the beach, about 150 yards

to the left, and that he would bring up the sailors;" "that there was
splendid cover on the beach, and that Captain Breese was going that

way."
I was surprised at this order, and asked the gentleman who delivered

it if he was not mistaken, but he replied, " No." I immediately obeyed
the order, and in a few minutes the sailors were brought up.

My men were formed by the right flank when the sailors came up,
the first division passing the marines, and the whole command lying
down by the right flank, marines abreast of the second division, sailors

on the upper side of the beach. While at this point I received no
orders. 1 had read the admiral's oi der to Captain Breese respecting
the assault, and was watching the army, knowing that, agreeably to
that order, the " army were to be seen going in over the northwest par-
apet of the fort before we were to move to assault the sea face," when I
heard the order, "Charge! Charge!" Everyone rose up and dashed
forward, yelling and cheering so loudly that no order could either be
heard or passed.

I tried to prevent Che noise, but with no success.
I maintained the same position I had started in, abreast the second

division of sailors, and as the sand was much heavier on the upper side
of the beach, I could gain nothing on the first division until they got
under the heavy fire of the fort, when the first company of maiines got
abreast with the center of the first division of sailors. I had just



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 577

reached the head of my men after a hard run when I saw the head of
the line of sailors, who had reached the end of the stockade, begin to
falter and turn back and was myself, about 40 or 50 yards from the
end of the stockade on the beach. I saw some 6 or 8 men go around
the end of the stockade, but immediately return, and it was at this
instant that the whole line commenced doubling up and flying, every-
body for themselves, except some 30 officers and men at the head of the
line, who took cover under an angle in the stockade.
The efforts of the officers to rally the men were wholly unsuccessful,

the order to retreat being passed along generally. At the moment
when the head of the line gave way the marines were not near enough
to open fire effectually, and were on the double-quick and quite
exhausted, nor was there the slightest cover this side of the stockade,
except a few sand hills very near the stockade.

I saw that the men were hopelessly repulsed. I looked to the rear of
the line, which was breaking as well as the front, and that a good many
marines were joining in the retreat, so that I at once ordered the mar-
ines to "lie down and fire at the parapet," with a view of decreasing
the rebel fire and to prevent the confusion and exposure incident to
such a crowd retreating upon an open beach.
Nearly all the marines of the first and second companies obeyed this

order; the two rear companies I could not see, but as few were to be
seen after the retreat was effected, I take it for granted that they went
also.

As soon as the panic was over I ordered those men who had lain

down and were firing to retreat in squads, as I supposed the fleet would
soon open on that bastion of the fort. I did not retreat myself, but
stayed on the beach, about 50 yards from the end of the stockade, until

sunset, watching the progress of the army.
When 1 went to the rear a staff officer informed me that General

Terry desired all the marines and sailors who had arms to occupy the
right of General Paine's line; that the rebels were demonstrating there.

Though it was nearly dark I succeeded in getting about 180 marines
behind the breastworks near General Terry's headquarters, where they
remained until morning.
The rebels, from the manner in which they met the assault, evidently

regarded it as the main attack, as it was the first. Witb the result of

our attack no one was more disappointed than myself.

I obeyed all the orders I received from Captain Breese promptly, and
exerted myself all 1 could to make the assault successful, and though
a portion of the marines retreated with the sailors, it is but just to the
rest to say that they remained and performed the duty of good soldiers

until I passed the order to retreat.

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. L. Dawson,

Captain, U. S. Marine Corps,

Eear-Admiral David D. Poeter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Sepoit of Captain Dawson, IT. S. Haiine Corps, answering criticisms of Bear-Admiral Porter.

TJ. S. Frigate Oolorado,
New York, January 27, 1865.

Colonel: I have the honor to report our arrival at this place, and
to enclose you a communication and rough diagram which I wrote upon

N "W R—VOL 11——37
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reading the admiral's report of the 15th, and as he maintains the same
opinions in that of the 17th, I thought I would forward it to you for

your perusal.

The admiral speaks of the "marines not being in position, occupy-
ing the rifle pits, etc." I have already written you that the line of

approach first marked out, where some slight cover was thrown up, was
abandoned by Captain Breese, and that he took the whole of us on the
beach. At the time we all laid on the beach we were by the right
flank, marines abreast the second division. While at this point I
received no orders whatever from Captain Breese as to what he pro-

posed the marines should do before the order to "charge" was given,
nor while we were on the move up the beach. Everyone rose up, and
my men, having muskets and 40 rounds, had as much as they could do
to keep up with this second division. They could not possibly pass it

and catch up to the first division, as we were all running our best for

the fort. As I have written, there was no cover on this approach
except the stockade, and in the absence of orders that was what seemed
to me the point for the marines to reach before attempting to fire. But
the head of the line, first division, gave way at once under the very
heavy fire, and, while my men gained ground on the first division, I
saw their repulse, which satisfied me that it was useless to keep on
with the marines, for I should not have reached cover with half my
men; consequently I ordered them to lie down and fire.

It is strange that the admiral attributes the want of success alone
to the 350 marines not clearing the parapet of a garrison 2,200 strong,
which he admits "was much stronger than'he had conceived, and more
formidable than the MalakofF, which took the allied armies months to
reduce." The following are, I think, some equally substantial apol-
ogies: First, that the fort was defended by 2,000 muskets behind a'
parapet, with but 350 muskets opposed on an open beach, having to
run under fire before reaching a point where they could return their
fire; secondly, a wholly unorganized force of 1,400 men rushed along
an open beach for 600 yards under fire by the flank, armed with pistols
and cutlasses, and, thirdly, that the naval party assaulted before the
army instead of after, thereby not only drawing nearly the whole fire
of the rebels upon themselves, but acting in direct violation of the
admiral's express written order, which was "that the naval party
should not move to the assault until the army was seen going in over
the northwest parapet of the fort."

I carried out all the orders I received from Captain Breese, and did
all that I could in the few minutes I had to organize the men. I had
not time to number the men off, post a guide or oflScer, except captains,
or equalize companies, for a good many men were delayed by the dis-
tance some had to pull in getting ashore. Captain Breese in his report
makes no mention of the fact that I placed about 180 marines behind the
breastworks vacated by a portion of General Paiue's forces—the only
men who had muskets of the naval party, and more men than were
collected from the whole 1,400 sailors and placed in the same line.

I have written all this to the Colonel Commandant to show that I
was willing to do all that I could, and that I did do all that seemed
practicable and for the best interest of the-service.

In justice to those who were killed and wounded, and to the Corps
which IS always ready to do what they can for our cause, I do not
think that the marines (with all the light we now have on the subject)
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should alone be blamed because the admiral expected from them

impossibilities.

With great respect, I am, your obedient servant,

L. L. Dawson,
Captain, U. 8. Marine Corps, Commanding Guard.

Colonel Commandant Jacob Zbilin,
Commanding U. S. Marine Corps, Washington, J). G.

Additional report of Captain Dawson, TT. 8. Haiine Corps.

TJ. S. Frigate Colorado,
New York, January 27, 1865.

Sir: In the official report of Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter of the 15th

instant, in relation to the late assault upon Fort Fisher on the part of

the Navy, I think there is a manifest injustice to the marines who par-

ticipated in that assault.

I am fully aware that the whole scene appeared very differently to

the admiral, who was near a mile off, than to myself, and that while

the admiral anticipated success only, on the part of his forces, any-

thing else was a disappointment, which I am sure those who were in

the assault feel as deeply as anyone.
The admiral says that " The marines could have cleared the parapet

by keeping np a steady fire, but they failed to do so." I am now, and
was satisfied at the time of firing, that they could not begin to silence

the rebel fire, for there were not less than -800 firing at us from behind
a high parapet (with an occasional canister of grape), while I had but
350 marines at long range, wholly exposed.

Admitting, however, that we could have silenced the rebels (an im-

possibility), it would have amounted to nothing, for the sailors had
already broken and were coming back pellmell, before one volley from
my men could have been commanded. But the best evidence that the
sailors could not have succeeded with such a force is that it took 3,000
veteran troops, with a support of 2,000 and a like reserve, seven hours
hard fighting, after getting a strong foothold, before the garrison yielded.

The sailors gave way when the leading division neared the end of
the stockade on the beach, though a few had the good sense to keep on
and take cover under an angle in the stockade, where they remained
until dark, which example should have been followed by the whole of
the first division, and we would have gained shelter with a considerable
force about 100 yards from the main bastion of Fort Fisher, and lost
fewer men than we did.

Upon reporting to Captain Breese, he informed me that he had a
party digging intrenchments toward the fort, and, as they were com-
pleted, he wished me to occupy them. I advanced my men about 400
yards the first time, and after waiting a while made another run for-

ward about the same distance, pushing 25 skirmishers about 150 yards
nearer the fort, who made their own cover.
At the time I understood that it was intended to make one more

such step, which would have placed the marines within about 200
yards of Fort Fisher, when they could soon complete their cover, while
the sailors came up to the intrenchments behind ; and that at the signal
to assault the marines would keep up a full fire, the sailors rush by
them, and the marines follow into the fort; thus, in the event of a
repulse, we would have cover to fall back to.
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While my men occupied this second line of cover Captain Breese
sent an ofBcer, Lieutenant Porter, who said that " there was splendid
cover on the beach, aud to take the marines there and he would bring
up the sailors." This was promptly done, the sailors coming up, and
after resting a few moments I was surprised to hear the order, " Charge,"
for I was anxiously watching the army, who were, by the express orders
of the admiral, to be "seen going in over the northwest parapet of the
fort before the sailors assaulted," and I could see no move whatever on
their part; nor did they move until we were repulsed.
From this position we had at least 600 yards to run over before reach-

ing the stockade, all moving by the right flank instead of division

front, for the rear was necessarily at least 300 yards from the head of
the line, and could therefore be of no support whatever. The marines
were abreast the second division of sailors next to the fort.

At the moment when the sailors were repulsed their real work and
dif&culties had not commenced, for they yet had a stockade 8 feet high,
of strong timber, to get over, besides a deep and wide ditch commanded
by two guns, and a steep side of the fort of loose sand, over 40 feet in

height to escalade, all plowed up by our shells, before they could defend
themselves, being armed with pistols and cutlasses only.

No one can doubt but that a volley from three or four hundred rebels,

and a free use of their bayonets, must have driven the best men, thus
armed, back immediately.
At the time I observed the sailors falter under the heavy fire I had

no idea that it would end in a route, nor did I deem that my men were
near enough to open fire. I intended to keep on, expecting that state

of things until I reached the stockade, inclining to the right to make
room for the sailors; but instantly I saw the fire was increasing rapidly

and that we were repulsed beyond hope. There was then but two
things for me to do, either retreat with the sailors en masse or lie down
on the slope of the beach and commence firing. I ordered the marines
to do the latter, with the double motive of slackening their fire at our
men retreating on an open beach and protecting my own men.
Nearly all the marines of the first and second companies obeyed this

order, though some went to the rear with the sailors. After a little

while I directed the men to retreat in squads so as not to expose too

many at a time. I remained myself with a few marines around me on
the slope of the beach for two hours under a slackened fire from the
rebels, and about 50 yards from the end of the stockade. There has
been a great deal said and written about "scaling the wall," " struggling
in the ditch," and " getting over the stockade," etc., which is sheer
nonsense. At the moment of the repulse I was not over 60 yards from
the end of the stockade, and no men went beyond it except a few at the

head of the line, who passed around it and through an opening just

near the end made by one of our shells, much less crossed the ditch or

got any nearer the fort. I saw them instantly return the same way
they had gone, and it was this incident, I think, that made the sailors

yield so suddenly. This was the nearest direct approach to the fort.

The whole force was thrown together for the first time, and certainly

made a most gallant and spirited assault, which was evidently regarded
by the rebels as the main attack from the manner in which they met it,

and few who were there, I think, can censure the men for retreating.

It created a handsome diversion for the army, and enabled them to

obtaiu a footing with little resistance; and, regarded as a feint, was a
most important part of the action.
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The loss was heavy, but when we consider all the circumstances and
the prraiid results achieved, I trust that everyone, like the nation, is

fully satisfied.

L. L. Dawson,
Captain, U. S. Marine Corps.

Colonel Commandant Jacob Zkilin,
Commanding U. S. Marine Corps, Washington, D, C.

Seport of Identenant Fagan, IT. S. Uarine Corps, transmittuig detailed report regarding

operations of the guard from the V. 8. 8. Wabash.

U. S. S. Wabash,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, January 19, 1865.

Colonel: Herewith please find my report of the part taken by the

marine guard of this ship in the recent operations against the defenses

ofWilmington, K. C.
As my command was detached from the main body of marines while

on shore, I considered it my duty to forward to you the enclosed report.

With great respect, I am, colonel, your obedient servant,
Louis B, Fagan,

Lieutenant, U. S. Marines, Commanding Ghuard, Wabash.

Colonel Commandant Jacob Zsilin,
Commanding U. 8. Marine Corps, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

TJ. S, S. Wabash,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, January 19, 1865.

Colonel : I have the honor to make the following report concerning
the part taken by the marine guard under my command in the recent
operations of the combined forces of the A.rmy and Navy against the
rebel Fort Fisher, at the entrance to New Inlet, North Carolina:
Ten days before the bombardment of Fort Fisher by the Navy Cap-

tain Melancton Smith, commanding the Wabash, gave to my charge a
X-inch shell gun (pivot, aft on the quarter-deck) and a 30-pounder
Parrott.

By almost constant drill I soon had my men expert in the manage-
ment of great guns and ready for active service against the enemy. At
the same time I endeavored to keep them well instructed in the infantry
drill, so as to be able to acquit themselves with credit against the enemy
on shore if occasion required them to land.
During the terrible bombardment of Fort Fisher on the 24th and 25th

of December, 1864, my guns took an important part, and the skill and
coolness with which my men worked and served the heavy pivot gun
won me recognition and praise of Captain Smith and the executive
ofBcer, Lieutenant-Commander Cushman, and proved that as artillerists
(as well as infantry) United States marines rank with the best in any
service.

On the first day of the action my gun fired 120 shell during the four
hoars the Wabash was in action.
On the 13th instant my men again worked their guns with coolness

and precision.

On the morning of the 15th instant, at 10 o'clock, I received orders
from the first lieutenant to embark my men (previously detailed) and
laud on the beach in front of the [Half] Moon battery.
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My command consisted of 3 sergeants, 3 corporals, and 38 privates,
and to prevent confusion in landing the company was divided into sec-
tions, each commanded by a noncommissioned ofQcer.
At thirty minutes past 10 my men were landed and formed on the

beach about 2 miles from the rebel fort. I then received and formed
into companies the marines of other vessels, until the arrival on the
beach of Captain Butler, when I reported to that oflScer and turned over
the command.
At 11 a. m. I was ordered by Captain Butler, senior marine officer on

shore, to take my command and advance to the support of the sailors
at the front, and who were throwing up intrenchments near Fort Fisher
under the direction of Lieutenant Preston, U. S. Navy.

I marched my company by the flank up the beach until within a mile
of Fort Fisher, when, finding that the firing was severe, I deployed my
men as skirmishers across the plain and continued to advance. Arriv-
ing at the intrenchments, I ordered my men to cover themselves as
much as possible from the enemy's fire, which they partially did by
throwing up heaps of sand with their bayonets and hands. After the
sailors had completed their breastworks I was ordered by Lieutenant-
Commander Breese (fleet captain North Atlantic Squadron) to advance
my command to the extreme parallel of intrenchments, which I did,
my men marching to the front across a plain swept by the enemy's
fire with alacrity and spirit. In this advance I frequently ordered my
skirmish line to lie down, and as soon as the shower of grape and can-
ister had swept by they would jump to their feet and advance at the
double quick. After a toilsome march through the sand we reached
a line of intrenchments about 40 yards from the fort, where I found
a skirmish line of the One hundred and forty-seventh New York
Volunteers.
During this advance two of my men were badly wounded and sent

to the rear. I now ordered a few of my men (good shots) to employ
themselves as sharpshooters, and it was owing to their skill that a
fieldpiece Inside the palisade of the fort was forced to be abandoned
by the rebel artillerists.

I now awaited further orders, but finding the trench filling up with
soldiers, and supposing the attack was about to be made, I collected

my men and marched them by the flank across the plain toward the
beach, where I saw the column of sailors and marines advancing to the
front. Seeing no ofQcer to report to, I formed my men with the rest of
the marines (who were in the center of the column, the advance being
composed entirely of seamen, with naval officers at their head). In this

manner we marched with great steadiness under a severe musketry fire

from the fort toward the northeast angle of the work, until the front of

the column halted, when I ordered my men to lie down and pick off the
rebels on the parapet of Fort Fisher. My men opened tire, doing good
execution, but they had only been at work some minutes when I ordered
tliem to cease firing and prepare for the assault.

I now perceived a movement in front of the position my men occupied,

and immediately a body of men rushed past. I endeavored by every

means in my power, assisted by Lieutenant Meeker, U. S. Marine Corps,

to check the retreat which I now plainly saw was meditated, if not

initiated, but my threats and appeals were of no avail, and I then pre-

pared myself for the worst, knowing that a retreat would be disastrous

and more deadly than a charge against the fort. My command main-

tained its position with the rest of the marines until I saw Lieutenant-

Commander F. B. Blake, 17. S. Navy, who informed me that the attack
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had been for the present abandoned. I then collected my men and

marched down the beach.

Having seen that the retreat was universal on the part of the naval

forces, I gave several of my men permission to go to the front and

annoy the rebels with sharpshooting.

Shortly after, hearing that an attempt was being made to rally the

sailors, I halted my men, and in company with A.cting Lieutenant-

Commander Danels, of the Vanderbilt, proceeded down the beach, where

we collected quite a number of men and held them in readiness to meet

any party going toward the fort.

I was still engaged in collecting men when Lieutenant Gushing, U. S.

Navy, told me that General Terry, U. S. Army, wanted all the marines

he could get to hold a line of iiitrenchments in the rear, which the

enemy threatened to attack in force.

In a short time I had collected about 200 marines and marched to

General Terry's headquarters, where I reported, and was at once

assigned a position on the line, which position the marines held with

vigilance and attention until morning, when we were relieved by troops

flMMn the fort, and I embarked my men for the Wabash.
It only remains for me to add, colonel, that 1 sergeant and 6 of my

men became detached from the rest of the guard while in the army
intrenchments at the front, and, as I afterwards learned from an army
officer, they charged the fort with the army and participated with gal-

lantry and coolness in the hand-to-hand encounter which ensued.

I have recommended Corporal Tomlin, of my guard, to Captain
Smith for gallantry in helping a wounded man away from an exposed
position under the fort while under a withering fire of musketry.
My command is now (except the wounded and dead) ou board the

ship, in good condition.

Enclosed please find a list of the wounded.
I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant,

Louis B. Fagan,
Second Lieut., U. 8. Marines, Comdg. Guard, Frigate Wabash.

Colonel Commandant Jacob Zeilin,
Commanding U. 8. Marine Corps, Washington, D. 0.

[Sabencloanre.]

lAat of wounded, marine guard, frigate Wdbaih.

No. Names. Bemarks.

1 PriTate William Daley Wounded while on skirmish line by piece of shell. Since
died of the wound on board U. S. S. Ootorado. Bnried on
Federal Point, North Carolina.

Wonnded while on skirmiBh line by grapeshot. Now on
board this ship, doing well.

Wounded while in front of Fort Fisher (on the beach) by bul-
let. Now on board this ship, doing well.

Wonnded by explosion of magazine in Fort Fisher. Doing
well.
Do.

f: Private Bsek P.Bailey

. ft Private Patrick Moran ...

i Private Patrick ScaulaD

F>

Eespectfully, etc.,

Louis E. Faoan,
Lieutenant, U. 8. Marines, Commanding Guard, Wabash.
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Letter from Bear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Colonel Eeynolda, V. S. Marine Corps,

regarding the aotiou of the marines.

Flagship Malvern,
Cape Fear River, North Carolina, January 30, 1865.

Mt Dear Colonel : I have received your letter of the 24th instant.
You know I always say what I think and never attempt to gloss over

anybody's derelictions.
The report I made of the marines came from officers and sailors and

from what I saw myself.
It was not, in my opinion, the fault of the officers as far as gallantry

was concerned, and in my official report to the Department recommend-
ing officers for promotion you will find the following paragraph:
"Though the marines did not do their duty, Captain L. L. Dawson,
Captain George Butler, and Second Lieutenants William Wallace,
Charles F. Williams, and Louis £. Fagan were found in the front and
fought gallantly. I recommend them to the favorable notice of the
Department."

If anything is wanting to show that there is no prejudice on my part
against the marines (on the contrary, I have always supported them),
the paragraph above quoted settles the question.

I see that some of your Corps are venting their ill humor on me in
the newspapers, choosing the way which will not improve the case any.

It is not creditable to the Corps to have such things take place. I
myself care very little for such attacks and never notice them any more
than I would if Greeley, of the Tribune, should make me out no sailor

or a coward, or if the editor of the Post should make it appear by his
showing that I had "cotton on the brain" and did all I could to make
Butler lose Fort Fisher.
The first is disproved by the fact that I have captured every fort I

ever went to work upon, and the "cotton on the brain" is disproved
because I gave my share of prize money, $60,000, to be divided among
my sailors on the Mississippi.

In the same way I will always be found prepared to disprove any-
thing else reflecting on me.

If any officer of mine, or any ship, failed in duty, I should mention it

in my dispatches. The way to correct evils is to state facts.

It is very certain that the marines as a body did not come forward,
although there were cases of individual courage very praiseworthy. A
few of the marines, about twenty in number, got mixed up with the
sailors and went to the front, and the efifect of their fire showed what
would have been the result had the whole body advanced, as they were
ordered arid expected to do. (I enclose you the orders.) There was fine

cover for them, and they could easily have cleared the parapets on each
side of the road or route up which the sailors were to have passed. As
it was, the seamen were exposed to this cross fire, when every man of the
enemy had to stand out exposed on the parapet and be shot down if

there were enough people to fire on them. A marine shot Colonel Lamb
while urging on his men, but there were too few to do any good and
check that heavy fire.

I saw the whole performance myself. The sailors marched in column
and in beautiful order, straight up to the ditch and parapet, amid a
shower of grape, canister, and bullets, but broke as soon as they saw
that they were not supported, as it had been explained to them they
should be, and of course you know enough of sailors to know that they
never could be rallied again.
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The main body of marines never came up nearer than 600 yards to
the fort, when they should have been under the sand hills close to the
fort, or covered by the heavy chevaux de frise which was on the outside
of the ditch. The soldiers went through it; why should not they?
The moment the marines halted they broke and did not stop until

they were out of gunshot. This is the true state of the case. Whether
there were any of the officers with the marines, or whether they were
too few, or whether (as Captain Breese says) there was a want of organ-
ization, I do not know.
Marines are as good as any other soldiers, and should be better; but

something was wrong on this occasion, and as I received no report from
Captain Dawson I don't know what it was. Individually, be acted
gallantly and was at the front. Whether he should have left the main
body of marines, you should know best.

On these expeditions no individual officer should make his gallantry
apparent by neglecting the main object in view (securing success). I
don't know that Captain Dawson did so.

I am sure from what I saw that the sailors would have got into the
fort had the parapets to the right and left of them been kept clear of
rebels, which could have been done.

It matters little now, as we were successful in getting the fort, how
it was done. The object I had in sending the sailors and marines was
accomplished. I feared the plan of the troops attacking at one point
only would not succeed, and it might have been a failure had the
sailors and marines not drawn the larger part of the enemy's force to
the side they were on.
And now, my dear Eeynolds, I have told you the story as near as I

can, and am quite sure you would have agreed with me had you been
here.

You will never find me doing an act of injustice to anyone, and I
shall stick up for the marines and attest their injportance, as I have
always done since I first knew a ship. With best wishes, I remain,

Tours, very truly,

David D. Pobtbb.
Colonel John G. Eeynolds,

Z7. 8. Marine Corps, Marine Barracks, Brooklyn, N. Y.

Unofficial letter of Major-General Terry, V. 8. Axmj, to Bear-Admiial Porter, IT. S. Havy.

Wilmington, N. C, March 15, 1865.
My Deae Admieal: I received your very kind present two davs

since.

I don't know how to thank you for all the tokens of regard which you
have shown me. I believe that you must take the will for the deed, and
believe that I am not ungrateful.

I have tried several times to thank you for all that you said in my
praise after [Fort] Fisher, but I could not do it; it seemed as if thank-
ing you would be an assumption that the praise was my desert rather
than the result of your generosity.

T l^J^J °^° report of our operations I tried to do justice to the Navy
I felt, however, that it would not be modest for me to say much aboutan ofQcer of your great reputation and really exalted position. I trust
that If you. see the report it will not be unsatisfactory to you
,nL*™ ?;«??*

starting to join Sherman. I expect to meet him on theiDtn or 20th.
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It seems to me that this thing is about finished. I don't see how the
rebels can hold out much longer. 1 earnestly hope that soon we shall
meet in a pacific and peaceful country.
With the highest respect and a feeling of deep obligation,

I am, most sincerely, yours,
Alf. H. Teebt.

Admiral D. D. Porter, TJ. S. Kavy.
Commanding the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Extract from Report of Major-Oeneral Alfred H. Teny, XT. S. Army.

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
On Federal Point, N. C, January 35, 1865.

General: * • * During the 6th instant a severe storm arose,
which so much impeded our progress that it was not till the morning of
the 8th that my own vessel arrived at the rendezvous. All the others,

excepting the flagship of General Paine, were still behind. Leaving
Brigadier-General Paine to assemble the other vessels as they should
arrive, I went into Beaufort Harbor to communicate with Rear-Admiral
Porter, commanding the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, with
whose fleet the forces under my command were destined to cooperate.
During the 8th nearly all of the vessels arrived at the rendezvous.

Some of them required repairs to their hulls, damaged by the gale;

some repairs to their machinery. Others needed coal or water. These
vessels were brought into the harbor or outer anchorage, where their

wants were supplied. All the others remained, until the final sailing of
the expedition, from 20 to 25 miles oif the land. The weather continued
so unfavorable as to afford no prospect that we would be able to make
a landing on the open beach of Federal Point until Wednesday, the
11th. On that day Admiral Porter proposed to start, but at high water
there was still so much surf on the bar that the ironclads and other
vessels of heavy draft could not be gotten over it. Our departure was
therefore delayed till the next day.

On the morning tide of the 12th the vessels in the harbor passed
out, and the whole fleet of naval vessels and transports got underway
for this place. As we were leaving, the vessels containing General
Abbott's command came in sight. Orders were sent them to follow \ts.

We did not arrive off li'ederal Point until nearly nightfall, consequently,

and in accordance with the decision of the admiral, the disembarkation
of the troops was not commenced until the next morning. Our subse-

quent experience fully justified the delay. It would have been extremely
difficult to land the men at night.

At 4 a. m. of the 13th the inshore division of naval vessels stood in

close to the beach to cover the landing. The transports followed them
and took positions as nearly as possible in a line parallel to and about
200 yards outside of them. The ironclads moved down to within range
of the fort and opened fire upon it. Another division was placed to the

northward of the landing place, so as to protect ourmen from any attack
from the direction of Masonboro Inlet. At 8 o'clock nearly 200 boats,

besides steam tugs, were sent from the navy to the transports, and the

disembarkation of men, provisions, tools, and ammunition simultane-

ously commenced.
At 3 p. m. nearly 8,000 men, with three days' rations in their haver-

sacks and 40 rounds of ammunition in their boxes, six days' supply of
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hard bread in bulk, 300,000 additional rounds of small-arms ammunition,
and a sufficient number of iutrencbing tools, bad been safely landed.
The surf on the beach was still quite high, notwithstanding that the
weather had become very pleasant, and, owing to it, some of the men
had their rations and ammunition ruined by water. With this excep-
tion no accident of any kind occurred.
As soon as the troops had commenced landing, pickets were thrown

out. They immediately encountered outposts of the enemy, and shots
were exchanged with them, but no serious engagement occurred. A
few prisoners were taken, from whom I learned that Hoke's rebel divi-

sion, which it was supposed had been sent farther south, was still here,

and that it was his outposts which we were meeting.
The iirst object which I had in view after landing was to throw a

strong defensive line across the peninsula, from the Cape Fear Eiver
to the sea, facing Wilmington, so as to protect our rear from attack
while we should be engaged in operating against Fisher. Our maps
indicated that a good position for such a line would be found a short
distance above the head of Myrtle Sound, which is a long, shallow piece
of water separated from the ocean by a sand spit of about 100 yards in
width, and communicated with it by Masonboro Inlet. It was supposed
that the right flank of a line at that point would be protected by the
sound, and, being above its head, that we should by it control the beach
as far as the inlet, and thus in case of need be able to land supplies in
quiet water there. Our landing place was selected with reference to
this idea. An examination made after we landed showed that the sound
for a long distance above its head was so shallow as to offer no obstacle
to the passage of troops at low tide, and as the farther down the penin-
sula we should go the shorter would be our line across it, it was deter-
mined to take up a position where the maps showed a large pond,
occupying nearly one-third of the width of the peninsula, at about 3
miles from the fort. Shortly before 5 o'clock, leaving Abbott's brigade
to cover our stores, the troops were put in motion for the last-named
point. On arriving at it, the "pond" was found to be a sand flat,
sometimes covered with water, giving no assistance to the defense of a
line established behind it. Nevertheless, it was determined to get a
line across at this place, and Paine's division, followed by two of Ames's
brigades, made their way through. The night was very dark, much of
the ground was a marsh and illy adapted to the construction of works,
and the distance was found to be too great to be properly defended by
the troops which could be spared from the direct attack upon the fort.
It was not until 9 a. m. that Paine succeeded in reaching the river.
The ground still nearer the fort was then reconnoitered, and found to
be much better adapted to our purposes. Accordingly, the troops were
withdrawn from their last position and established on a line about 2
miles from the works.
They reached this final position at 2 p. m., of the 14th instant. Tools

were immediately brought up and intrenchments were commenced • at
8 o'clock a good breastwork, reaching from the river to the sea and
partially covered by abatis had been constructed and was in a defensible
condition. It was much improved afterwards, but from this time our
foothold on the peninsula was secured. Early in the morning of the
14th the landing of the artillery was commenced, and by sunset all the
light guns were gotten on shore. During the following nieht thev
were placed on the line, most of them near the river, where the enemvm case he should attack us, would be least exposed to the fire of the
gunboats. Ourtis's brigade, of Ames's division, was moved down
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toward Fisher during the morning, and at noon his skirmishers, after
captaring on their way a small steamer which had come down the river
with shells and forage for the garrison of the fort, reached a small
unfinished outwork in front of the west end of the land front of the
work.
General OurtiSj Lieutenant-Colonel (now brevet brigadier-general)

Comstock, the chief engineer of the expedition, and myself, under the
protection of the fire of the fleet, made a careful reconnoissance of the
work, getting within 600 yards of it. The report of General Comstock,
which, with its accompanying map, is appended hereto, gives a full

description of it and its condition at that time.
As the result of this reconnoissance, and in view of the extreme diffi-

culty which might be expected in landing supplies and the material for
a siege on the open and often tempestuous beach it was decided to
attempt an assault the next day, provided that in the meantime the fire

of the navy should so far destroy the palisades as to make one practi-
cable. This decision was communicated to Admiral Porter, who at once
placed a division of his vessels in a position to accomplish this last-

named object. It was arranged in consultation with him that a heavy
bombardment from all the vessels should commence early in the morn-
ing and continue up to the moment of the assault, and that even then
it should not cease, but should be diverted from the points of attack to
other parts of the work. It was decided that the assault should be
made at 3 p. m., that the army should attack on the western half of the
land face, and that a column of sailors and marines should assault at

the northeast bastion. The fire of the navy continued during the
night.
At 8 a. m. of the 15th all of the vessels, except a division left to aid

in the defense of our northern line, moved into position, and a fire, mag-
nificent alike for its power and accuracy, was opened. Ames's division

had been selected for the assault. Paiue was placed in command of the
defensive line, having with him Abbott's brigade in addition to his own
division. Ames's First Brigade (Curtis's) was already at the outwork
above mentioned, and in trenches close around it. His other two bri-

gades (Pennypacker's and Bell's) were moved at noon to within support-

ing distance of him. At 2 o'clock preparations for the assault were com-
menced. Sixty sharpshooters from the Thirteenth Indiana Volunteers,
armed with the Spencer repeating carbine, and 40 others, volunteers

firom Curtis's brigade, the whole under command of Lieutenant-Colonel

Zent, of the Thirteenth Indiana, were thrown forward at a run to within

175 yards of the work. They were provided with shovels and soon dug
pits for shelter and commenced firing at the parapet. As soon as this

movement commenced the parapet of the fort was manned and the

enemy's fire, both of musketry and artillery, opened.

As soon as the sharpshooters were in position Curtis's brigade was
moved forward by regiment at the double quick into line at about 475

yards from the work; the men there laid down; this was accomplished

under a sharp fire of musketry and artillery, from which, however, they

soon sheltered themselves by digging shallow trenches. When Curtis

moved from the outwork Pennypacker was brought up to it, and Bell

was brought into line 200 yards in his rear. Finding that a good cover

for Curtis's men could be found on the reverse slope of a crest 50 yards

in the rear of the sharpshooters they were again moved forward, one

regiment at a time, and again covered tliemselves in trenches. Penny-

packer followed Curtis and occupied the ground vacated by him, and

Bell was brought up to the outwork. It had been proposed to blow up
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and cut down the palisades. Bags of powder with fuzes attached had
been prepared and a party of volunteer axmen organized, but the fire

of the navy had been so effective during the preceding night and morn-
ing that it was thought unnecessary to use the powder. The axraeii,

however, were sent in with the leading brigade and did good service

by making openings in portions of the palisading which the fire of the
navy had not been able to reach.
At 3 : 25 p. m. all the preparations were completed, the order to move

forward was given to Ames, and a concerted signal was made to

Admiral Porter to change the direction of his fire. Onrtis's brigade at
once sprung from their trenches and dashed forward in line; its left was
exposed to a severe enfilading fire, and it obliqued to the right so as to

envelop the left of the land front. The ground over which it moved
was marshy and difficult, but it soon reached the palisades, passed
through them, and effected a lodgment on the parapet. At the same
time tlie column of sailors and marines under Fleet Captain K. E.
Breese advanced up the beach in the most gallant manner and attacked
the northeastern bastitin, but, exposed to a murderous fire, they were
unable to get up the parapet. After a severe struggle and a heavy
loss of valuable ofScers and men it became apparent that nothing could
be effected at that point and they were withdrawn.
When Curtis moved forward, Ames directed Pennypacker to move up

to the rear of the sharpshooters, and brought Bell up to Pennypacker's
last position, and as soon as Curtis got a foothold on the parapet sent
Pennypacker in to his support. He advanced, overlapping Curtis's
right, and drove the enemy from the heavy palisading which extended
from the west end of the land face to the river, capturing a consider-
able number of prisoners ; then, pushing forward to their left, the two
brigades together drove the enemy from about one-quarter of the land
face. Ames then brought up Bell's brigade and moved it between the
work and the river. On this side there was no regular parapet, but
there was abundance of cover afforded to the enemy by cavities from
which sand had been taken for the parapet, the ruins of barracks and
storehouses, the large magazine, and by traverses, behind which they
stubbornly resisted our advance. Hand-to-hand fighting of the most
desperate character ensued, the huge traverses of the land face being
used successively by the enemy as breastworks, over the tops of which
the contending parlies fired in each other's faces. Nine of these were
carried, one after the other, by our men.
When Bell's brigade was ordered into action I foresaw that more

troops would probably be needed, and sent an order for Abbott's brigade
to move down from the north line, at the same time requesting Captain
Breese to replace them with his sailors and marines. I also directed
General Paine to send me one of the strongest regiments of his own
division. These troops arrived at dusk and reported to General Ames.
At 6 o'clock Abbott's brigade went into the fort. The regiment from
Paine's division, the Twenty-seventh U. S. Colored Troops, Brevet
Brigadier-General A. M. Blackman commanding, was brought up to the
rear of the work, where it remained under fire for some time and was
then withdrawn. Until 6 o'ch)ck the fire of the navy continued upon
that portion of the work not occupied by us. After that time it was
directed on the beach, to prevent the coming up of reinforcements which
it was thought might possibly be thrown, over from the right bank of
the river to Battery Buchanan. The fighting for the traverses continued
till nearly 9 o'clock, two more of them being carried. Then a portion
of Abbott's brigade drove the enemy from their last remaining strong-
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holds and the occupation of the work was completed. The same brigade,
with General Blackman's regiment, was immediately pushed down the
point to Battery Buchanan, whither many of the gamson had fled.

On reaching the battery all of the enemy who had not been previously
captured were made prisoners, among them Major General Whiting and
Colonel Lamb, the comniandant of the fort. At about 4 o'clock in the
afternoon Hoke advanced against our north line, apparently with the
design o* attacking it, but if such was his intention be abandoned it

after a skirmish with our pickets. During the day Brevet Brigadier-
General H. L. Abbot, chief of artillery, was busily engaged in landing
artillery and ammunition, so that if the assault failed siege operations
might at once be commenced. Consequent to the fall of Fisher, the
enemy during the night of the 16th and 17th blew up Tort Caswell and
abandoned both it and their very extensive works on Smith's Island at
Smithville and Reeves' Point, thus placing in our hands all the works
erected to defend the mouth of the Cape Fear River.

In all the works were found 169 pieces of artillery, nearly all of which
are heavy; over 2,000 stand of small arms, considerable quantities of
commissary stores, and full supplies of ammunition. Our prisoners
numbered 112 commissioned officers and 1,971 enlisted men.

I should signally fail to do my duty were I to omit to speak in terms
of the highest admiration of the part borne by the Navy in our oper-

ations. In all ranks, from Admiral Porter to his seamen, there was the
utmost desire not only to do their proper work, but to facilitate in every
possible manner the operations of the land forces. To him and to the
untiring eftbrts of his officers and men we are indebted that our men,
stores, tools, and ammunition were safely and expeditiously landed, and
that onr wounded and prisoners were embarked for transportation to

the North. To tlie great accuracy and power of their fire it is owing
that we had not to confront a formidable artillery in the assault, and
that we were able with but little loss to push forward the men, prepara-
tory to it, to a point nearly as favorable for it as the one they would
have occupied had siege operations been undertaken and the work
systematically approached. The assault of the sailors and marines,
although it failed, undoubtedly contributed somewhat to our success,

and certainly nothing could surpass the perfect skill with which the
fleet was handled by its commander. Every request which I made to

Admiral Porter was most cheerfully complied with, and the utmost
harmony has existed between us from the outset to the present time.

I forward herewith General Ames's report.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

AiiFBED H. Teery,
Major- General.

Brigadier-General John A. RAV?LINS,
Okie/ of Staff, City Point, Va.

Extract from report of Brigadier-General Comstock, IT. S, Army, relative to torpedoes near the
northeast face of Fort Fisher.

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Fort Fisher, January 23, 1865.

In front of the land face of Fort Fisher, at an average distance of

200 yards irom the work and 80 feet from each other, was an elaborate
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system of torpedoes, twenty-four in number. The plan of Fort Fisher
will show their position. There were three kinds : First, 20 inch shells^

second, boiler-iron cylinders, 13 inches diameter and 18 inches long;

and, third, » * * buoy-shaped vessels, of about the same content
as the cylinders, and also of sheet iron. The faze usually had au iron

plate, with a wire 3 feet long to form its ground connection, but in

some cases the wire was fastened to the iron vessel containing the

powder, thus using that for a ground plate. The system was connected
with tlie fort by three sets of double wires, each wire ap[)areutly

intended to fire five or more torpedoes. A single wire running to a
group of torpedoes was branched to each, in the expectation, appar-
ently, of having battery power sufiScient to fire the whole group, and,
in addition, some of these groups were connected with each other, thus
giving (with sufficient battery power) a choice of positions in the work
to fire the group from. The assault was made on the left (proper) of
the face by the army and the right of the front by the navy. (Shells had
cut the sets of wires leading from both these points, and no torpedoes
whatever were exploded, we having no masses of men over them. It is

possible they could not fire those whose wires were uncut, as the fuze I
have examined had its powder caked, but may have been intended for
slow match.

The batteries for firing were magnetic, a few turns of the crank and
with the black-lead connection readily firing gunpowder in fine grains.
The accidental cutting of four out of the six wires leading from the work
was a piece of good fortune, which probably saved us from severe loss
and demoralization.

Very respectfully,

0. B. COMSTOCK,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Brevet Brigadier-General, Chief Engineer.

General E. Delafield,
Chief Engineer.

[Telegram.]

Fort Fisher, Janttary 14, 1865.
The Chickamauga is firing on the beach whenever the enemy show

themselves, by direction of the flag-officer and my advice.
W. H. C. Whiting,

Major-Oeneral.
General Braxton Bragg.

letter from Major-General Hoke, C. 8. Army, to Colonel Anderson, C. S. Army, surmising
regarding the movements of the Federals.

January 17, 1865.
Colonel: About dark yesterday afternoon four boats were seen to

move in the direction of Masonboro Sound; two of them stopped off
Montgomery's ford. I did not know what might be their intention but
thought the enemy would perhaps attempt a landing above us 'and
being nearer to Wilmington, [N. <J.], than we, make a forced march to
the city, and at the same time run their boats up the river. To prevent
this and to learn their movements more fully, I thought it best to send
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Lipscomb Cavalry and two pieces of artillery last night. The lights
were all extinguished in the fleet last night about 11 o'clock.

I think there is some movement on hand. Ko boats have attempted
to come up the river.

Very respectfully, yours, . B. F. Hoke,
Major- General.

Colonel Anderson,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

Extract from report of Uajor-General WUting, C. B. Army, oalling attention to the inefficient

support of General Bragg.

Hospital, Port CoLtnviBus, Governor's Island,
New YorTc Harbor, February 19, 1665.

• *•**•*
• I wish to add a few remarks upon the difference between the two
attacks, and also give some information which I have acquired. Had
the enemy assaulted the work on first attack he would have been beaten
off with great slaught«r. The fire of the fleet on that occasion, though
very severe and formidable, was very diffuse and scattered, seemingly
more designed to render a naval entrance secure than a land attack,
consequently our defense was but slightly damaged. We had nineteen
guns bearing on the assault, and, above all, the palisade was almost as
good as new. Moreover, the fleet, during the first bombardment, hauled
off at night, leaving the garrison time for rest, cooking, and refresh-

ment. It is remarkable that during the first bombardment no gun's
crew was ever driven from its guns; but on the 13th and 14th of Janu-
ary the fleet stationed itself with the definite object of destroying the
land defense by direct and enfilade fire, the latter a feu cPenfilement to

knock down the traverses, destroying all guns, and pound the north-

east salient into a practicable slope for the assaulting column. By 12

m., Sunday, not a gun remainied on the land front. The palisade was
entirely swept awayj the mines in advance, so deeply did the enemy's
shot plow, were so isolated from the wires and could not be used.

Not a man could show his head in that infernal storm, and I could only

keep a lookout in the safest position to inform me of the movements of

the enemy. Contrary to previous practice, the fleet kept up the fire all

night. Cooking was impracticable. The men, in great part, in Fisher

at the second attack were not those of the first, and were much more
demoralized. The casualties were greater, with but one ration for three

days. Such was the condition when the parapets were manned, on the

enemy's ceasing firing, for assault.

As soon as a lodgment was made at Shepherd's battery, on the left,

the engineers at once threw up a strong covering work in rear of Fisher,

and no effort of ours against overwhelming numbers could dislodge

them.
Then was the time for the supporting force, which was idly looking

on only 3 miles off, which could see the columns on the beach, to have

made an attack upon the rear of the assaulting columns; at .any rate,

to have tried to save Fort Fisher, while the garrison had hurled one

assaulting column, crippled, back, and were engaged for six hours with

5,000 men vigorously assaulting it.

General Bragg was held in check by two brigades of U. S. Colored

Troops, along a line of no impediment whatever. Once at this line, by

N w R—VOL 11 38
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tlie river bank, with his three batteries of artillery and his whole force

steadily advancing, the enemy's fleet could not have fired again without

hurting their own men. The enemy had not a single piece of artillery

;

altogether about 7,000 or 8,000 men. Pushing our batteries to Camp
Wyatt and Colonel Lamb's headquarters, and opening heavily on

Shepherd's battery with an advance of our troops, and such of the

enemy as could not have escaped in boats must have fallen into our

hands; but it was not to be, I went into the fort with the conviction

that it was to be sacrificed, for the last I heard General Bragg say was
to point out a line to fall back on if Fort Fisher fell. In all his career

of failure and defeat from Pensacola out there has been no such chance

missed and no such stupendous disaster.

Wounded, in the hospital, with mortification at the shameful haste, I

heard the blowing up of Fort Caswell before the enemy had dared to

enter the harbor.
I demand, in justice to the country, to the Army, and to myself, that

the course of this officer be investigated. Take his notorious congrat-

ulatory Order, No. 14 [17*], with its numerous errors, and compare his

language with the result. I do not know what he was sent to Wilming-
ton for. I had hoped that I was considered competent. I acquiesced
with feelings of great mortification. My proper place was in command
of the troops you sent to support the defense. Then I should not now be
a prisoner, and an effort at least would have been made to save a harbor
on which I had expended for two years all the labor and skill I had. I

should not have had the mortification of seeing works which our very
foes admire yielding after four days' attack, given up and abandoned
without even an attempt to save them.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W, H. C. Whiting,

Major- General (prisoner of war).
General E. E. Lee,

Commanding Armies Confederate States.

Beport of Lieutenant-Colonel Oordon, C. S. Anny.

Headquarters Third Military District,
January 17, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to transmit for the information of the general
commanding the following report of the attack on Fort Fisher:
On the morning of the 13th instant, at about 8 o'clock, the enemy

opened on the fort with the Ironsides, one double and three single tur-
reted ironclad monitors, concentrating their whole fire on the land face,
keeping up a regular fire till 5 p. m. At this hour three frigates—Ooto-
rado, Minnesota, and Wabash, as supposed—came into action and con-
tinued a terrific fire until 6 p. m. Colonel Lamb, anticipating an assault,
made repeated applications to Ma,jor-General Whiting for reinforce-
ments. The only forces available were those of the navy manning Fort
Buchanan, 60 in all, which were willingly furnished by Captain Chap-
man, C. S. Navy. Six companies were brought from the forts below at 8
p. m., and 150 men, under Major James Eeilly, arrived at 3 o'clock on the
morning of the 14th instant. During this night the gunners and troops
of the garrison were manning the palisades, a general attack being

EebeUion^vll' XuT Pt°I *^*9M°'°°
*°^ Confederate Annies in the War of the
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anticipated, our gans keeping up a fire, covering the land aijproach,
at intervals during the entire night. MajorGeneral Whiting, accom-
panied by myself, was also on the works and beach during the greater
portion of the night, keeping watch on the enemy's movements.
On the morning of the lith instant the enemy again opened on the

land face, the rest of the fleet (72 in all) forming in two lines of battle.

Fifteen of these moved into position and joined in the action, keeping
up a terrific fire during the whole day and succeeding night, disman-
tling every gun on the land face, one 8-ineh columbiad alone excepted.
Our guns replied with great accuracy, but with little effect, the wooden
vessels remaining out of range of our shot, making but slight impres-
sion on the ironclads, as far as we could judge. The gunners displayed
the greatest gallantry under this most terrific fire. The enemy had also
advanced a line of sharpshooters, who had sunk rifle pits and annoyed
the men serving the guns by keeping up a constant fire. The disman-
tled guns could not be remounted during the night, nor could the works
be repaired, owing to the constant and heavy fire kept up by the ene-
my's fleet daring the entire night. A telegram having been received
from the commanding general that Brigadier-General Hagood's brigade
had been sent to reinforce us, was ordered to await their arrival at Port
Buchanan.
About 4:30 on the 15th first of these regiments (the Twenty-first)

arrived, and shortly afterward the Twenty-fifth, under the command of
Captains Du Bose and Carson, respectively. The Twenty-first Eegi-
ment at once moved up to Port Fisher; the other was moved to the rear
of the Mound battery for shelter from the enemy's fire, which at this

time was awful. It moved up to Fort Fisher later in the day. About
52 ships havejoined the monitors. At 8 o'clock they concentrated their

fire, without any cessation, at intervals, on different portions of the
works. During the morning of this day (the 15th) and the preceding
night the enemy landed the assaulting column, supposed, and as con-

firmed by a prisoner, to number 10,000 men. These were formed in

three lines across the entire neck of land, covered by a heavy line

of skirmishers, about 400 yards in front of the main body and at a
distance of about 1,000 yards from the fort. On this force we brought
to bear our one available gun and three mortars, whichhad been mounted
daring the night, and these repeatedly broke their line and temporarily
checked the advance. As the attacking column advanced a part of the
fleet moved in single line in succession ahead of the skirmish line, thus
enfilading the entire land face of the work, whilst the remainder of the
fleet, in their original position, keptup a mucderous fire on nearly every
part of the whole fort. Under cover of the dense smoke a brigade was
moved from the enemy's left along the beach—the tide being low—and
succeeded in getting within the palisade line before they were seen, bat
were instantly repulsed twice and driven from their position with heavy
loss. Corresponding with this movement, a heavy force of the enemy,
under cover of the woods, moved up on our left and got possession of

the first gun chamber.
Lientenant Latham, of Captain Adams's light battery, was stationed

with two guns at a point commanding the causeway leading to the

palisade line (the palisade line itself having been destroyed by the

enemy's fire), with orders to run his guns into position as soon as the

fire of the fleet had slackened. What occurred at this period on the

left of the line I am unable to state, being myself engaged on the right,

and the first intimation I had of the enemy's approach was by seeing

their flag planted on the third traverse. As soon as discovered all the
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available force was led to repulse this attack by Major-General Whiting
in person, but it failed in dislodging the enemy from the position occu-

pied, and at this point I have, with much regret, to state Major-General
Whiting was seriously wounded and was carried from the field. Major
Hill, chief of the general's staff, had dispatched couriers to Battery
Buchanan to bring up the three remaining regiments of Hagood's bri-

gade, who had been ordered to remain there till sent for (the fire from
the fleet rendering it almost impossible for any troops to move), when
it was discovered that this force had never reached Battery Buchanan
(a circumstance much indeed to be regretted). I was then ordered by
Major-General Whiting to communicate with the commanding general,

w^hich I immediately attempted to do, as he is aware. What occurred,
therefore, subsequently to my leaving the field I only know from hear-

say, but I consider it my duty to state that I was informed, as I was on
the point of leaving, that a flag of truce had been hoisted by the enemy
and answered by some ofQcer, who then surrendered himself and 300
men to the enemy, and that a regiment of the enemy had been marched
into the gallery of the sally port. I have also to add that the garrison,

though in good heart, was sadly worn out by the hard work Ihey we e
called upon to perform by day and night, but that a feeling of much
disappointment existed that the long-looked-for cooperation from the
force outside, which they expected would have been rendered, failed to

assist them in their hour of need.
G. T. Gordon,

Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Inspector- General.

Lieutenant-Colonel Andeeson,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Extract &om the official diaiy of Colonel Iiamb, C. S, Army, commanding the defenses of Con-
fedeiate (Federal) Point, with headquaTters at Fort Fisher.

January 12.—^Four blockaders off in the morning. Five blockaders
off at noon. 6.4-inch Brooke rifle mounted on land face. At night the
fleet appeared off Battery Gatlin, and sent dear wife and children
across the river.

January 13.—^The enemy commenced bombardment at the fort with
ironclads at 7:30 a. m., and continued it until about G p. m. At 5 p. ra.

they were reinforced by frigates and other heavy vessels, which opened
and continued a furious bombardment till 6 p. m. Casualties : 1 soldier
and 1 negro killed and 41 wounded.
January i4,—Enemy's Ironsides and ironclads commenced bombard-

ment 10 : 40 a. m., which they kept up until . Some iron vessels
after the Galena class joined them about 2 o'clock. Skirmishers came
this side of Battery Holland before noon and dug rifle pits. They
went over to Craig's and captured the steamer Isaac Wells.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Caldwell,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. B. S. Cuyler.

Off New Inlet, January 14, 1865.
Sie: Tou wUl proceed to Hampton Roads without delay, taking the

mails and seeing that they are forwarded properly.
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Fill up with coal and return to me -without delay, bringing all the
malls and express packages.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.
Commander C, H. B. Caldwell,

Commanding R. R. Guyler, off New Irilet.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
West, U. 8. Navy, regarding transportation of coal.

Off New Inlet, January 14, 1865.

Sir : I wish you to send 1,000 tons of coal down here without delay.
Let it sail down, or have it towed; any way to get it down.
When the vessel arrives with the anchors for the large ships, send

her right down here.
Whenever a steamer leaves Beaufort for this place, make her tow

something down if you have anything to send.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander W. 0. West,
Commanding Naval 8tation, Beaufort, N. C.

List of vessels attached to the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron
January 15, 1865.

Name. Gnnsi Class. Commandiiig officer. Present duty or station.

Agawam.Aga
AU1

ABemone

.

Alert
Atlanta...

Aries.

Arietta
Albemarle (bulk)

.

Alpba
Berberry '

Britannia

Bignonia .

Belle
Brooklyn
Ben Morgan (balk)
Cbarlea Pbelps (balk)

.

Canonicua
Cbicopee
Clematis

Commodore Hnll

.

Ceres
Colorado
Cberokee

Cambridge

Commodore Barney'.

Cactus

Commander A.C.Kbind
Acting Volunteer Lieut. A. £.
Langtbome.

Acting Ensign W. C. Borden ...

Acting Ensign J, Bishop
Acting Volunteer Lieut. T. J.

Woodward.
Acting Volunteer Lieut. F. S.
Wells.

Lieut. Commander W. C. West..
ActingAast. FaymaaterMellacb
Acting Ensign N. K. Davis
Acting Ensign E. W. Eowntree.
Acting Volunteer Lieut. W. B.
Sbeldon.

Acting Volunteer Lieut. W. B.
Koath.

Acting Master J. Gr, Green
Capt. James Alden
Acting Master A.B. Mulford...
Acting Ensign W.Ottlwell
Lieut. CommanderG.E.Belknap
Commander A. D. Harrell
Acting Volunteer Lieut. E. D.
Bruner.

Acting Master F. Josselyn
Acting Master H. H. Foster
Commodore H.£. Tbatcber
Acting Volunteer Lieut. W. E.
Dennison.

Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. F.
Nickels.

Acting Volunteer Lieut. G. B.
Livingston.

Acting Master and Pilot J.
Evans.

Norfolk Navy Yard.
Off Fort Fisher.

Beaufort, N. C.
James River.
Hampton Koads.

Off Fort Fisher.

Beaufort, N. C.
Sounds, North Carolina.
James River.
Beaufort, N. C.
Off Fort Fisber.

Norfolk Navy Yard.

Sounds, North Carolina.
Off Fort Fisher.
Norfolk, Va,
Craney Island, Virginia.
Off Fort Fisber.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Norfolk Navy Yard.

Sounds, North Carolina.
Do.

Off Port Fisher.
Off Western Bar.

Norfolk Navy Yard.

James River.

Norfolk, Va.
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Vessels attached to the North Atla)itio Blockading Squadron, January 15, 1865—Cont'd.

ITame.

Commodore Morris

.

Crusader
Commodore Perry .

.

Cnyler, K. E

.

Chippewa ...

Cobasset
CliDton
Dambarton..

Delaware

.

Dawn
Daylight

.

Dictator..
Delta

Epsilon.
Emma ..

Eolua
Eutaw
Fort Jackson
FortDonelson
Fahkee
Gettysburg
Governor Buckingham .

General Putnam.
Granite (sloop) ..

Glance
Gamma—
Howqnah.

Huron

Hnnohbaok
Henry Brinker .

Heliotrope

Hoyt
Hetzel
Harcourt
Iosco
Juniata
1. N. Seymour.
Kansas

Keystone State

.

Lilian

Launch No. 4 .

Launch No, 5

.

Launch No. 6

.

Lockwood....

Lilac
Little Ada
Monticello
Maumee
Mohican
Minnesota
Mackinaw
Massasoit
Mount Vernon

.

Moccasin ....

Mattabesett

.

Montgomery.

Maratanza.
Miami

Mendota
Mount Washington.

Mystic
Monadnock.
Mahopac...
Martin
Mercedita .

.

Malvern

Guns.

12

Class Commanding officer.

Acting Master K. G. Lee
ActingVolunteerLieut.P.Hays
Acting Volunteer Lieut. A. P.
Foster.

Commander C. H. B. Caldwell.

.

Lieut. Commander A.W.Weaver
Acting Ensign and Pilot Griffin.

Acting Ensign G. W. Hadden .

.

Acting Volunteer Lieut. H.
Brown.

Acting Master J. H. Eldridge. .

.

Acting Master J. A. Jackaway .

.

Acting Master H. A. Phelon
Commodore John Kodgers
Acting Master's Mate W. F.
Gragg.
Acting Ensign E. M. Boggs . .

.

Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. M.
Williams.

Acting Master E. S. Keyser
Lieut. Commander H. C. Blake..
Capt. B. F. Sands
Acting Master G. W. Frost
Acting Master F. R. Webb
Lieut. H. H. Lamson
ActingTolunteer Lieut. J. Mac-
Diarmid.

Acting Master H. H. Savage
Acting Master E. Boomer

Acting Ensign H. Wheeler
Acting Ensign H. F. Curtis
Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. W.
Balch.

Lieut. Commander T. O. Sel-

frldge.
Lieut. Jos. Fyffe
Acting Ensign J. H. Kerens
Acting Ensign and Pilot Nor-
man.

Acting Ensign H. B. Twambly .

Acting Master Thompson

Commander Jno. Guest
Capt. W. E. Taylor
Acting Ensign F.B. Allen
Lieut. Commander P. G. Wat-

' mongh.
Commander H. Rolando
Acting Volunteer Lieut. T. A.
Hairia.

Acting Ensign
Acting Ensign J. H. Chapman.

.

Gunner H.Peters
Acting Ensign J. Q. A. David-

son.
Acting Ensign J. A. Chadwick .

Acting Master S. P. Crafts
Lieut. W. B. Gushing
Lieut. Commander R. Chandler .

Commander D. Ammen
Commodore J. Lanman
Commander J. C. Beaumont
Commander R. T. Renshaw
Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. Tra-
then.

Acting Ensign J.Brown
Commander J. C. Febiger
Acting Volunteer Lieut. T. C.
Dunn.

Lieut. CommanderG. W. Toung
Acting Volunteer Lieut. G. W.
Graves.

Commander E. T. Nichols.
Acting Master and Pilot H. H.
Haynle.

Acting Master W. Wright
Commander E. G. Parrott
Lieut. Commander E. E. Potter.

.

Acting Ensign F. H. Crandall ..

Lieut. Commander M. Haxtnn ..

Lieut. B.H. Porter

Present duty or station.

James River.
York River. Virginia.
James Elver.

Off Fort Fisher.
Do.

Norfolk Navy Yard.
Do.
Do.

James Elver.
Do.
Do.

Norfolk Navy Yard.
James Elver.

Do.
Off Fort Fisher.

Do.
James River.
Oti' Fort Fisher.

Do.
Hampton Roads.
Off Fort Fisher.

Do.

James River.
Guard ship, Hatteras

Inlet.
James Elver.

Do.
Off Fort Fisher.

Do.

James Elver.
Do.

Norfolk, Va.

Sounds, North Carolina.
Norfolk Navy Yard.

Do.
Off Fort Fisher.

Do.
York River, Va.
Off Fort Fisher.

Do.
Do.

James River.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Off Fort Fisher.
Sounds, North Carolina.

James River.
Oft' Fort Fisher.

Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

James River.
Hampton Roads.

Off Western Bar.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Off Fort Fisher.

Do.
James River.

Do.
Do.

York River, Virginia.
Off Fort Fisher.

Do.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Baltimore.
Off Fort Flaher.
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Vessels attaclied to the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, January 15, 1865—Cont'd.

Name. 6lU13. Class. CommacdiDg officer. PreseDt duty or statiou.

Nyack.

Nanaemond
New IroDsidea
New Berne (supply steam-

er).

Osceola
Onondaga
Phlox
Powhatan
Pequot
Pawtuxet
Poppy
Fontoosuc
Quaker City ,

Khode Island
Release... ,

Rensliaw
Republic
Seneca
Shenandoah
Susquehanna
Santiago de Cuba
Samuel Rotan
Saugns
Shamrock
Saffron
Spuyten Duyvil (torpedo

Doat).
Sfaokokon
SassacuB
Tuacarora
Tristram Shandy

Tacony

Ticonderoga

.

Unadilla
Unit
Vanderbilt...
Victoria
Vickaburg

.

Valley City.
Vance, A. I)

'Wabash
Western World
William Badger (bulk)

.

Wilderness
Wyalnsine
Whitehead
Wyandotte
Young America

Tantic.
Zouave

.

Zeta....

Lieut. Commander L. H. New*
man.

Acting Master J. H. Porter
Commodore W. Radford

Commander J. M. B. Clitz
Commander W. A . Parker
Acting Knsign O' Brien
Commodore J. JF. Schenck
Lieut. Commander D. L. Braine.
Commander J. H. Spotts
Acting Ensign W. Clarke
Lieut. CommanderW. G. Temple
Commander W. F. Splcer
Commander S. D. Trenchard
Acting Master J. Baker
Gunner E. A. McDonald
Acting Ensign J. W. Bennett. .

.

Lieut. Commander M. Sicard . .

.

Capt. D. B. Ridgely
Commodore S. w. Godon
C!apt. 0. S. Glisson
Acting Master W. G. Nutting .

.

Commander E. H. Colhoun
Commander W. H. Macomb
Acting Ensign H. M. Fishon
First Assistant Engineer Lay .

.

Acting Volunteer Lieut. S. Huse
Lieut. Commander J. L. Davis .

.

Commander J. M. Frailey
Acting Volunteer Lieut. E. F.
Sevens.

Lieut. Commander W. T. Trux-
tun.

Capt. C. Steedmaa
Lieut. CommanderF. M. Ramsay
Acting Ensieu H. P. Hathaway.
Capt. C. W. Pickering
Acting Ensign W.Moody ...

Lieut. Commander Baker
Acting Master J.A.J. Brooks .

.

Lieut. Commander J. H. T7pshur
Capt. M.Smith
Acting Ensign E. Herrick
Acting Ensign S. G. Swain '.

Acting Master H.Arey
Lieut. Commander E. English.

.

Acting Master G. W. Barrett .

.

Acting Master T. W. Sheer . . .

,

Acting Master's Mate J. H.
GiUey.

Lieut. Commander T. C. Harris.
Acting Ensign J.L. Qayes
Acting Enaigu F. W. Mintzer. .

.

OH" Western Bar.

Off Fort Fisher.
Do.

Do.
James River.

Do.
Off Fort Fisher.

Do.
Do.

Norfolk Navy Tard.
Off Fort Fisher.

Do.
Do.

Beaufort, N. C.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Off Fort Fisher.

Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

York River.
Off Fort Fisher.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Hampton Roads.
James River.

Beaufort, N.C.
Off Fort Fisher.

Do.
Do.

Do.

Do.
Do.

Norfolk, Va.
Off Fort Fisher.
Norfolk, Va.
Off Western Bar.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Off Fort Fisher.

Do.
Jamea River, Virginia.
Beaufort, N. C.
Off Fort Fisher.
Sounds, North Carolina.
New Berne, N. C.
Guard ship, Norfolk.
James River.

Off Fort Fisher.
Norfolk, Va.
James River.

Report ofActing VolunteerLieutenant Hays, U. S.Navy, regarding rumors

ofaproposed raid by a party of Confederates under Captain Fitzhugh.

17. S. S. Cbusadee,
Off TorMoicn, January 15, 1865.

Sib: I am informed by reliable authority that au attack is contem-

plated by a Captain Fitzhugh and what force he may collect (probably

50 or 60 men) in boats now in Severn Eiver, [Va.], which have been sent

from Eichmond for the purpose, upon the light-boat on the Wolf Trap
in Chesapeake Bay and such vessels as they may come across in the

bay. If successful, they contemplate a raid upon the oyster fleet in this

river. Inotified thelight-boatofitthismorning. Have ordered all the

oyster fleet below me from up the river, and have put additional men on
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the Seymour and ordered her to cruise in Mobjack Bay, at the mouth of
Severn Eiver, in order to prevent them getting out. This Fitzhugh is

the one who committed extensive depredations upon the eastern shore
some months ago.
The military authorities have been notified at Fort Magruder, and I

presume some action will be taken by them. I respectfully inform you
of the action I have taken in the matter, and request you will forward
me a boat of light draft of water to cruise between New Point and the
Wolf Trap, in order to catch them should they put out from that point.

Hoping my action will meet with your approval,
I am, very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,

Peter Hays,
Actg. Volunteer Lieutenant, Gotndg., Senior Officer in Torh River.

Commander Wm. A. Pabkee,
Gomdg. Fifth Division, North Atlantic Blochading Squadron.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hays, U. S. Navy, requesting an
opinion regarding the breastworks on Gloucester Point,

U. S. S. Ceusadbb,
Yorktown, Va., January 15, 1865.

SiE : The breastworks on Gloucester Point evacuated by our forces
afford an excellent opportunity for the rebels to plant a few pieces to
annoy us, which they readily could do. I am under the opinion they
ought to be destroyed, and request your opinion on the subject.

Very respectfidly, your obedient servant,

Petee Hats,
Actg. Volunteer Lieutenant, Oomdg., Senior Officer in Torh River.

Commander Wm. A. Pabkee,
Gomdg. Fifth Division, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Special report ofRear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding thepractical
working of the monitor class of vessels.

NoBTH Atlantic Sqtjadeon,
Flagship Malvern, offFort Fisher, N. G., January 15, 1865.

SiB: My late experience with the monitor class of vessels under fire,
at sea, and in riding out heavy gales, justifies me in making a special
report on the matter. I feel the importance of the Government's receiv-
ing accurate information in relation to a class of vessels about which
there has been a difierence of opinion and of which we are building quite
a number.
My experience has been with the Monadnock. Saugus, Mahopac, and

Canonicus, all vessels of some difference of construction, and built, I
believe, by different contractors.
Before leaving Hampton Eoads, and while waiting for the Army to

provide troops for the land part of this expedition, I sent the monitors
Ganonicus, Mahopac, and Saugus up the James River to try what they
could do with the rebel batteries at Hewlett's and above that point.
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At Howlett'8 the enemy had a heavy gun mounted (a 200-pounder
Brooke rifle), which was frequently fired at the monitors, but seldom hit-

ting them. One of their shells, or shot, however, struck the Saugus fair

on the turret and knocked out and loosened forty of the bolts.

This was owing to the bolts being driven from inside to out, instead
of from outside to in. The turret was not materially injured, and was
repaired again in about two weeks, and I have been using the Saugus
liere against these works, where she has done efiective service.

The Ganonicus, Mahopac, and Monadnock left Hampton Eoads on the
l.'Uh ultimo, the former two in tow of steamers, the Monadnoeh going
under steam with a steamer in company. The weather was quite
rough, and at times the sea would go over the turrets and down the
funnels, but I passed them while at sea and they were making excellent
weather of it. On asking their commanders.afterwards how they got
along the answer was, "Oh, quite well, sir; only a little damp."
On arriving at Beaufort, N. C, I filled them up with coal and ammu-

nition. I found a defect in a pump on board the Ganonicus [Mahopac]
(a centrifugal pump they called it), which did not fetch the water until

there was a foot or more in the vessel. This was a serious defect, and
one for which the constructors were very culpable. The Mahopac's decka
leaked considerably, and made the ofiicers and crew very uncomfortable.
The monitors started from Beaufort on the 18th ultimo, the Ganonicus
and Mahopac being towed, the Monadnock declining such assistance.

Indeed, she did not require it, outrunning the largest vessels easily,

and keeping ahead of all except the very fastest.

On the 2l8t ultimo it came on to blow hard from the S.W., and a
very heavy sea commenced rolling in. The vessels were all anchored
in 13 fathoms water, with a long scope of chain out. Most of the large
vessels dragged during the gale. The Tuscarora and Juniata put to

sea (I think unnecessarily), while the monitors rode it out beautifully.

I was anchored quite near them and witnessed their performance.

.

I at first thought I had been imprudent and had unnecessarily risked
the lives of officers and men, but I went to sleep the first night of the
gale quite easy in my mind in regard to the monitors. I saw that they
were making the best weather and riding easier than any of the other
vessels in the fleet. All the transports cut and ran, though 1 think that
was quite unnecessary. After the gale I enquired of the commanders
of the monitors how they passed through the ordeal, and they seemed
to think they got along very well. The smaller monitois, Mahopac and
Ganonicus, at times almost disappeared from view, and the commander of
the former vessel complained of discomfort, owing to the decks leaking,

but the vessels were in no danger at any time. As to the Monadnock,
she could rideout a gale at anchor in the Atlantic Ocean. She is certainly

a most perfect success, so far as the hull and machinery are concerned,
and is only defective in some minor details, which in the building of these
vessels require the superintendence of a thorough seaman and a prac-
tical and ingenious man. The Monadnock is capable of crossing the
ocean alone (when her compasses are once adjusted properly), and
could destroy any vessel in the French or British navy, lay their towns
under contribution, and return again (provided she could pick up coal)

without fear of being followed. She could certainly clear any harbor
on our coast of blockaders in case we were at war with a foreign power.
As strong and thick as the sides of this vessel are, one heavy shot from
Fort Fisher indented the iron on her side armor without, however, doing
any material damage. These vessels have laid five days under a fire
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from Fort Fisher, anchored less than 800 yards off, and though fired at

a great deal, they were seldom hit, and received no injury except to

boats and light matter about decks, which were pretty well cut to

pieces. Compared with the Ironsides, their fire is very slow, and not

at all calculated to silence heavy batteries*, which require a rapid and

continuous fire to drive men from the guns; but they are famous

coadjutors in a fight, and put in the heavy blows which tell on case-

mates and bombproofs. The smaller class of monitors, as at ]
resent

constructed, will always require the aid of a steamer to tow them and

take care of them. In smooth weather they ought to go along by them-

selves, and when towed the towrope should never be less than 200

fathoms in length. It strains them very much to have a short towline.

I do not know yet what their real durability is or would be in a, con-

tinuous fire against their turrets. Solid Xlinch or 200-pounder rifles

are apt to break something when they strike, and I should be much
better satisfied myself to be behind wooden bulwarks and take what

comes than to be shut up in an iron turret, not knowing whether it is

properly constructed. This, though, is the prejudice of a sailor, and

should have no weight whatever. The commanders of the monitors

seem to feel quite at home and safe in them, and apprehend no more

danger at sea than in any other kind of a vessel. Commander Parrott,

of the Monadnoclc, remarked that he did not see any difference between

her and anything else. The tSaugus joined me after the first day's fight

off Fort Fisher, and was towed round from Norfolk by the Nereus in

very rough weather. The vessel leaked a good deal through her bows
and some uneasiness was felt for her on that account, but her seagoing

qualities were spoken of as good. The difficulty was a mechanical one,

and in no way detracts from the qualities of the vessel. There is no
great amoun t of comfort on board these vessels at sea ; that is conceded
on all sides, but they are seldom at sea and only exposed when making
a voyage. This is the first time, I believe, that the monitors have ridden

out heavy gales in an open sea at anchor, though they have riddeu out
gales in Charleston Koads.

I have only to remark that the principle is a good one, if the vessels

are all built like the Monadnock. The fire of these vessels, combined
with the fire of such vessels as the New Ironsides and heavy frigates,

is very effective, particularly against heavy plated vessels, bombproofs,
and stone or brick walls. I have never yet seen a vessel that came up
to my ideas of what is required for offensive operations as much aa the
Ironsides. She combines very many good qualities. The most impor-
tant is the comfort with which the people on board of her live, though
she would be no match for the Monadnock in a fight, the latter having
more speed.
The accuracy of fire is, I think, in favor of the Ironsides, judging

from what I have seen here. The turrets get filled with smoke and do
not clear as quick as the Ironsides, though that defect could be avoided
by not firing both guns so near together. These impressions of mine
are formed from a short experience with monitors, but I think they will

be found correct, provided the monitors are properly built.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Pobtee,

Rear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Waahinyton, D. G.
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[Telegram.)

Navy Department, January 16, 1865.

A fast steamer leaves here to-morrow afternoon at 4 p. ra. for the
fleet off Wilmington. She can touch off Fortress Monroe, Wednesday
morning, to take dispatches or any officer if you desire it.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary,

Lieutenant-General TJ. S. Geant, U. S. Army,
City Point, Ya.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. 8. Navy, to Captain Sands, U. S.Navy,
regarding the remains of Assistant Surgeon Longshaw, U. 8. Navy.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, off Fort Fisher, January 16, 1865.

Sir: You will run outside to where the Minnesota is lying and take
on board the body of Surgeon William Longshaw, then proceed with-
out delay to Norfolk, Va., and turn all your wounded over to the hos-
pital. Commodore Lanman will give you directions as to the disposal
of the remains of Dr. Longshaw.
After performing this duty fill up with coal and return here.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
Captain B. F. Sands,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Fort JacTcson, off Fort Fisher.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Captain Glisson, U. 8.

Navy, commanding U. S. S. Santiago de Cuba, regarding disposal of the

wounded on that vessel.

Off Fort Fisher, N, C, January, 16, 1865.

Sir : You will proceed with the Santiago de Cuba under your com-
mand to Norfolk, Va., and deliver the wounded you have on board at
the hospital.

You will then proceed to the navy yard and make all necessary
repairs to your vessel.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
Captain O. S. Glisson,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Santiago de Cuba.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Commander Spicer, U. 8.

Navy, regarding the disposal of the wounded on that vessel.

Off Fort Fisher, January 16, 1865.

Sir : Proceed without delay to Norfolk, Va., and deliver the wounded
you have on board your vessel into the naval hospital at that place.

Coal up and return here at once.

Yery respectfully, David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Commander Wm. F. Spioeb,
Commanding Quaker City,
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Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Oommander Golhoun, U. 8.

Navy, regarding repairs to that vessel.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, off Federal Point, N. G., January 16, 1865.

SiK : Ton will proceed, with the 8augus in tow of the Rhode Island, to

the navy yard at Norfolk and turn over the Saugus to the commandant
of the yard (Captain Berrien) for repairs. You will then obey the

orders you have received from the honorable Secretary of the Navy.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Commander E. Jl. Colhoun,
Commanding Monitor Saugus.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Frailey, U. 8.

Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Tuscarora.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, off Fort Fisher, January 16, 1865.

Sir : You will proceed with your vessel without delay and report to
Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren, commanding South Atlantic Blockading
Squadron, for duty.

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.
Commander Jas. M. Frailey,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Tuscarora, off Fort Fisher.

[First eDdoraement.]

Eeported off Charleston, January 19, 1865.

J. A. Dahlgren,
Rear-Admiral

[Second endoraement.]

The Tuscarora's station for the present will be on the outside block-
ade at this place.

J. A. D.

Letterfrom the chairman of Committee on Conduct of the War to the Sec-
retary of the Navy, requesting that Rear-Admiral Porter be summoned
to appear to give testimony.

Committee Room Conduct of the War,
January 17, 1865.

Sir : I am instructed by the Committee on the Conduct of the War
to request that you will direct Admiral Porter to appear before them
to testify in relation to the expedition against Wilmington, as soon as
he can come consistently with the demands of the service.

I remain, yours, respectfully,

B. F. Wade,
Chairman of Committee,

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.
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LTelegram.]

Navy Department, January 17, 1865.

Lieutenant-Ooinmander Jeffers will leave the Department at 3 o'clock
with some letters to Admiral Porter to go by the Bat. When received,
let her leave,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

' Commodore J. B. Montgomeky,
Commandant Navy Yard, Washington, D. C.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, January 17, 1865,

Mr. F. P. Blair, senior, will go immediately to Richmond. Will yon
he good enongh to telegraph me when he can go through by water if

jiossible, as there can be no delay. He is too old to endure the fatigue
of a land march and delay. I congratulate you upon the Federal Point
affair.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

Lieutenant-General U. S. Grani,
City Point, Va.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, If. S, Navy, to Commander Glitz, U. S.

Navy, regarding the lights on the Mound.

Flagship Malvern,
Off Fort Fisher, January 17, 1865.

Sir: You will obtain the lights on the Mound; see that they are
properly trimmed and lighted, as has been the custom with the rebels

during the blockade. I place this matter in your entire charge and
expect you to use all your exertions to carry it out.

It is reported there are many blockade runners on their way, having
heard of our first attack, and you will cause such preparations to be
made that will secure any which may enter.

Eespectfully, etc.,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Commander J. M. B. Clitz.

[P. S.]—Have the lights lighted to-night and see that no vessel inside
displays a light, and be ready to grab anyone that enters.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commander Howell, U. S.

Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Nereus.

Flagship Malvern,
Off Fort Fisher, N. C, January 17, 1865.

Sir : You will take the Mahopac in tow and proceed with her to Port
Royal or Charleston, S. C, and will report to Admiral Dahlgren.
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On completion of this duty you will proceed to Mari^ana Passage
in obedience to your original orders.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porteb,

Bear-Admiral.
Oominander J. G. Howell,

Commanding U. S. 8. Nereus,

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant- Commander
Weaver, JJ. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Mahopac.

Off Foet Fisher, January 17, 1865.

Sir : Proceed in tow of the Nereus off Charleston or to Port Eoyal,

S. C, and report to Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren for duty in the South
Atlantic Squadron.

Very respectfully, David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander A. W. Weaver,
Commanding Ironclad Mahopac, off Fort Fisher, N. C.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, JJ. 8. Navy, to Commander Ammen, U. 8.

Navy, commanding V. 8. 8. Mohican, to proceed as bearer of dispatches

for General 8herman.

Flagship Malvern,
New Inlet, North Carolina, January 17, 1865.

Sir: Proceed with your vessel to Port Royal, S. C, and report to
Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, Take the accompanying dispatches and
request Admiral Dahlgren to have them delivered to General Sherman
by a safe hand or do so yourself.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic 8quadron.

Commander D. Ammen,
U. 8. 8. Mohican.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, JJ. 8. Navy, to Commander Frailey, JJ. 8.
Navy, commanding JJ. 8. 8. Tuscarora.

Off Fort Fisher, January 17, 1865.
Sir : You will take the Oanonicus in tow and proceed with her to

Port Eoyal, S. C, and will report to Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren for
further [duty].

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
_, , T ,, ^ Bear-Admiral.
Commander J. M. Frailey,

Commanding JJ. 8, 8. Tuscarora,
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Belknap, U. S. Navy, commanding U, 8. S, Oanonicus.

Off Fort Fisher, January 17, 1865.

Sir : Proceed in tow of the Tuscarora to Port Royal, S. C, and report
to Hear-Admiral Dahlgren for duty in the South Atlantic Squadron

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear'Admiral.

Lieutenant-Oommander G. E. Belknap,
Commanding U. S. S. Canonicus.

Order of Rear-Admiral Farter, U. S. Navy, to Commander Qvsst, U. 8.

Navy, commanding U. 8. Iosco.

Off Fort Fisher, January IT, 1865.

Sir : Tou will proceed without delay to Charleston or Port Royal
and report to Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren for duty.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

Davtd D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Commander John Guest,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Iosco.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Captain Alden, TJ. 8.

Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. BrooMyn, to proceed to Hampton Roadsfor
examination of that vessel.

Flagship Malvern,
Off Fort Fisher, N. C, January 17, 1865.

Sir : As I do not think your vessel in condition for further service,

after the heavy firing from her guns, I deem it prudent to have her
sent to Hampton Roads for examination, from whence you will report
your arrival to the honorable Secretary of the ITavy and state in full

your condition.

If the Department thinks your vessel fit for active service after the
examination, it will notify you to that eftect. 1 have no means here of
ascertaining the actual condition of your vessel. I know she has been
for a long time unseaworthy, and was only temporarily fitted for this

expedition.
In case the Department desires to send you on an expedition which

it has in view, you will have time to make necessary repairs, as I am
not ready yet to dispense with the services of other vessels here.

Wishing you a pleasant voyage home, and iny best wishes for your-
self, gallant ofiBcers, and crew, who have given me so much aid and no
trouble at all,

1 remain, respectfully, etc.,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Captain James Alden,
Commanding V. 8. 8. BrooMyn, off Fort Fisher, N. C,
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commodore Radford, U. 8.

Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. N'eto Ironsides, to proceed with that vessel

.

to Norfolk, Va., and report to the Secretary of the Navyfor orders.

NoETH Atlantic Squadron,
If. 8. Flagship Malvern, offFort Fisher, January 17, 1865,

Commodore : You will proceed with your vessel to Norfolk, Va., in

company with the U. S. S. Susquehanna, and on your arrival there will

report to the honorable Secretary of the Navy for further orders.

In taking leave of you, permit me to express the high appreciation I

feel of the services you have rendered to me since you have been under
my command. To your vessel more than any other in the squadron is

the country indebted for the capture of the outworks of Cape Fear
Eiver. Eeady at all times to go anywhere and do anything, you have,
in my opinion, shown the highest qualities an officer can possess, and
I have never tired in looking on in admiration at the endurance of your
vessel and the terrible execution she has done while in your hands. I

hope it may be my good fortune to be associated with you again in a
war against the enemies of our country, and I hope you may then com-
mand the same " Old Ironsides," with her present gallant officers and
crew. I know the result will be victory.

In the late assaults on the fort the army are mainly indebted to you
for their success, for, notwithstanding their gallantry, they could not
have passed from traverse to traverse without the aid of your guns,
which swept the openings between the traverses while the army ad-
vanced from point to point, and the highest compliment I can pay your
gunners is to say that when I signaled to the general to know if he was
not afraid of an accident from your guns ranging so close to his men,
he replied, "No;" that the accuracy of your Are was splendid.
When the New Ironsides goes I shall part with you and her with

regret, though no further assistance can be required of her here.
While I am writing this (at 2 o'clock at night) the enemy's works at
Port Caswell are being blown up in consequence of our capture of this
stronghold, and thus ends the outside fortifications on Cape Fear Eiver.
If I could get your ship in the river, Wilmington would be ours in a day.
You will have the satisfaction of having been engaged in the most

important event of the war, and of knowing that you have contributed
vastly to the result.

Please communicate to your officers and men the high opinion I
entertain of them and the physical endurance they have displayed in
this long and harassing bombardment, and accept yourself the warmest
wishes of,

Yours, very truly and respectfully,

David D. Porter,
^ , ,„ _ Rear-Admiral.
Commodore Wm. Eadford, U. S. Navy,

Commanding U. S. 8. New Ironsides.

The Susquehanna and Powhatan will keep company with you.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commodore Qodon, U 8Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Susquehanna, to proceed toith that vessel to
Norfolk, Va.,and report to the Secretary of the Navyfor orders.

U. S. Flagship Malvern,
Off Fort Fisher, January 17, 1865.

Commodore: You will proceed with your vessel, in company with
the U. S. S. New Ironsides, to Norfolk, Va., taking good care of her, aa
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she is disabled. On your arrival there you will report to the honorable
Secretary of the Navy for further orders.

I take this opportunity to express to you how much I appreciate the
services you have rendered to me oflQcially and the kind, good feeling

you have shown personally.
I shall part with you and your ship with extreme regret, and as it is

not likely that we shall be associated together again iu the present
war, I can only hope that we may meet once more opposed to our out-
side enemies, where, fighting ship against ship, instead of against sand-
hills, you will, I am sure, be successful as you have hitherto been.

I do not say it to flatter you, but your vessel has been one of the best
conducted in this squadron, and in going into action, or preparing for

service, I never gave myself any thought about you, for I knew you
would be ready at the right time and be in the proper place in action.

No doubt every officer is animated with a proper zeal on an occasion
like this, but something more is wanted to enable the commodore of a
squadron to avail himself of the full capability of every ship under his

command. He should not be expected to think for any one ship, so
that his mind may be ready at all times to regulate the plan of battle.

In this respect you have rendered me the most essential service, and
have conducted your ship not only with zeal, but with the right kind
of intelligence, showing that you possess the highest attributes of a
commander.
You will have the satisfaction of knowing that your name will be

associated with, I think, the most important event of the war, and the
most damaging one to the enemy.
We all know the part the Navy has taken in the capture of this

stronghold. Every man who has done his duty, as you have, may rest

satisfied that he will not be forgotten by his country when the time
comes to reward those who have done the hard work and the fighting.

As I am now writing, the death knell of another fort is booming in

the distance. Fort Oaswell with its powerful batteries is in flames and
being blown up, and thus is sealed the door through which this rebel-

lion is fed.

With my warmest wishes for your safe return home, and hoping this

is not our last association on duty,

I remain, yours, sincerely and respectfully,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Commodore S. W. Godon,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Susquehanna, off Fort Fisher.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commodore 8chenck, U. S.

Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Powhatan, to proceed with that vessel to

Norfolk, Va., and report to the Secretary of the Navyfor orders.

North Atlantic Sqitadron,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, off Fort Fisher, January 17, 1865.

Commodore : You will proceed,in company with the Susquehanna

and New Ironsides, to Hampton Eoads and report your arrival at that

point to the honorable Secretary of the Navy. You wil 1 assist in taking

care of the New Ironsides in case of accident to the Susquehanna.

N "W R—VOL 11 39
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It is likely on your arrival you may be detached from this squadron
and ordered elsewhere. Permit me, then, on the close of our official

relations to express my appreciation of the services you have rendered
me while under my command; and I congratulate you on being a par-
ticipator in the important capture of the enemy's last stronghold, in
which you have taken so prominent a part.

I am sorry to lose the services of your noble ship from my command,
but as the enemy have now no works on the coast within the reach of
your guns, you will likely be sent abroad to show rebel sympathizers
that our flag still triumphantly waves over the ocean, as it did before
this rebellion broke out.

It has afforded me great pleasure personally to see you reinstated in
the position to which you have done so much credit, and from which I
feel you were so long unjustly withheld.
Ton take with you my best wishes for a safe and speedy passage

home, and a happy meeting with your friends.
Eespectfully and truly, yours,

David D. Pobtbe,
Bear-Admiral,

Commodore Jas. F. Schenck, TJ. S. Navy,
Commanding U. S. S. Powhatan.

Order ofBear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commodore Lanman, U. S.
Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Minnesota, to assume charge of the vessels
at Hampton Boads.

Off Poet Fishee, January 17, 1865.
CoacvioDOEB

: Tou will proceed to Hampton Eoads with your ship
and assume charge of the vessels stationed at that point, regulating the
guard vessels according to the orders heretofore issued. Your author-
ity will extend no further than to the magazine near Norfolk, that, the
receiving, ordnance, and school vessels being within the navy yard
jurisdiction. Tou will also take charge of the vessels in York Eiverand enquire into their efficiency, and how they have conducted matters
in my absence.
Permit me to express to you on this occasion the high appreciation I

feel for your services in reducing this formidable work, and the eaUantmanner in which yon, with your ship, have on several occasions led the
fleet into action.

I well appreciate aU such matters and am not one to forget them

Government"
"PP"'''""^*^ "^ bringing them before the notice of the

.^lllT^ ^r *^ ^}^ ^*^® ^"^^ ^"^ *^® ^^°<i personal feeling you havealways displayed toward myself and the readiness in which Jour shiphas always been kept for any service required of you
I hope soon to see yon in Hampton Eoads, from whence yon willreport your arrival to the honorable the Secretary of the NaV

T /hiT^i.
thought desirable to put your ship in thorough repair, andI think she ought to go in dock as soon as possible. p ,

d,iiu

V ery respectfully, yours,

David D. Poetee,

Commodore Jos. Lanman,
Rear-Admiral.

Commanding U. 8. 8. Minnesota.
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commodore Thatcher, U. S.

Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Colorado, to proceed with that vessel to

Norfolk, Va., and report to the 8ecretary of the Navyfor orders.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, off Fort Fisher, N. C, January 17, 1865.

Commodore : You will proceed with your ship to Norfolk and on
your arrival there report yourself to the honorable Secretary of the
Navy.

In parting with you and your ship, permit me to express to you how
I have been gratified at having you associated with me in the impor-
tant events that have taken place here, and the capture of all the
enemy's strongholds, forts, and guns, more numerous than have been
captured anywhere during this war.
Fort Caswell is now in ilames and has been blown up, in which you

have borne your part by helping so nobly with your ship to batter
down the formidable works before which we are now lying peacefully
at anchor.

I thank you kindly for the support you have always rendered me,
and for the eflScient condition in which your ship has been kept, and
the readiness to perform any and all the duties required of you.

I would not now part with you if there was any chance of your serv-

ices being required; but the door through which the rebellion is fed
has been closed by our guns and there is now nothing to do but sit

down and watch the traitors starve. I should much regret if I thought
we should not be again associated on duty. I hope we will yet hear
the sound of our guns booming against the walls of our outside enemies.

I wish you a safe and speedy voyage home, and that you may be wel-
comed by your friends as you deserve to be.

With my warmest good wishes,
I remain, very respectfully and truly, yours,

David D.Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Commodore H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Colorado.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Captain 8mith, TJ. 8.

Navy, commanding TJ. 8. 8. Wabash, to proceed with that vessel to Nor-
folk, Va., and report to the Secretary of the Navyfor orders.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, off Fort Fisher, Ja/nuary 17, 1865.

Captain: You will proceed to Hampton Eoads without delay and
report your ship, her condition, etc., to the honorable Secretary of the
Navy.
Permit me to express to you my thanks for the prompt manner in

which you have carried out my orders and for the efficiency of your
vessel.

I congratulate you on having participated in one of the most impor-
tant events of the war, in which your vessel bore so important a part.

If I shall not have the pleasure of being associated with you again
on duty, you carry with you my best wishes. Before you leave
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please make me a return of killed and wounded and expenditure of

ammunition.
Very truly and respectfully, David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
Captain Melancton Smith,

Commanding U. S. 8. Wabash, off Fort Fisher.

Letter from Major-General Sherman, U. 8. Army, to Bear-Admiral Per-
ter, U. 8. Navy, aclcnowledging receipt of letter and charts.

Savannah, Ga., January 17, 1865.

Dear Admiral : I am this moment in receipt of your letter of Jan-
uary 12, with the roll of maps, for which I am much obliged. I hope
you will succeed at Fisher, as it will set free much of your fleet for

other purposes, but if Terry does not assault, he should occupy the
peninsula at the narrow neck represented on the map, about 4 miles
north of Fisher, with a strong line looking to the rear, and a battery
of 20-pounder Parrotts commanding the channel of Gape Fear Eiver.
I know that the enemy would naturally keep in Fort Fisher [not] to

exceed 500 or 600 men, and they could be held there. Still, if he takes
it, it settles that matter, and the majority of his troops could return to
Grant, or reinforce New Berne and work out toward Kiuston. I will

send my railroad man, W. W. Wright, up to Kew Berne, and can send
from here any number of cars and locomotives, so that we can use that
road back to Kinston and Goldsboro. We have also here a good deal
of railroad iron.

Pursuant to my plan, the Seventeenth Corps got Pocotaligo and rail-

road on the 15th, and I would now be in motion for Branchville and
Orangeburg only stores have been delayed by the storms of the past
month. But the possession of Pocotaligo and road back to Beaufort,
and also from here forward to Hardeeville, gives me a clear start, and
I will be off as soon as I can get bread enough to load my wagons. The
division of General [Cuvier] Grover, sent by Grant to hold Savannah,
has begun to arrive, so I can take with me my entire army.

I have studied the maps well and like the appearance of S"ew Berne
and Goldsboro, and would like New Berne held with all tenacity. If
Lee sees the points he may try to checkmate me there, and if you have
anything to do with it, hold fast to New Berne with the tenacity of
life. I explained its importance to the Secretary of War, who promised
to run in there and attend to it.

I am rejoiced that the current of events has carried Butler to Lowell,
where he should have stayed and confined his bellicose operations to
the factory girls. He always struck me as a mighty man of words, but
little in deeds of personal valor. We will be along soon, and the brag-
gart Carolinians will find in our Western boys a diflerent kind of metal.
See how easy we took McAllister and Pocotaligo that have defied the
East. The battle cost us less then ten lives. I will make a good ready
and then stand from under.

'

I shall account it a happy day if I stand once more on your deck
The world shall not be grieved at little jealousies, for we feel a just
pride in the pure courage and patriotism of each other. I will write
you again before I again dive out of sight and hearing.

Truly, your friend,

Aj • 1 T% T^ T.
W. T. Sherman.

Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, off Wilmington.
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy,
regarding disposition of vessels.

Navy Department, January 18, 1865.

Sir : Send the Susquehanna to Key West, with orders to report to
liear-Admiral Stribling; the Colorado to New York; the Wabash to

Boston, and the Minnesota to Portsmouth, N. H.
From the Wabash and ilftnnesota youmay take such officers and stores

as may be required in the squadron, leaving them sufficient to take them
safely to their destination.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Comdg. North Atlantic Bloclcading Squadron, off Wilmington.

[Telegram.]

New York, January 18, 1865.

Private.] (Received 4: 35 p. m.)

Sir: Our chief operator at Halifax sends me the following, dated
to-day:

Blockade Tnnner Selen leaves to-day for Bermnda, especially to stop several block-
aderuunerawaiting orders there and expected to sail from ISth to 20th for Wilmington.
Among them are Colonel Lamb, Charlotte, and Old Dominion. Hope rebel flag will
be floated from the front [fort] as a decoy.

J. C. Clum.
E. S. Sanford, New York.

Respectfully, E. S. Sanford.

Hon. C. A. Dana,
Assistant Secretary of War.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Captain Pickering, U. S. Navy,
commanding U. S. 8. Vanderbilt, to proceed with that vessel to New
Tork.

Commandant's Office, Navy.Yard,
Norfolk, January 18, 1865.

Sir : By order of the honorable Secretary of the Navy, after landing
your wounded you will proceed with the vessel under your command to

New York, and on your arrival report to Rear-Admiral Paulding or the

senior naval officer present.

Very respectfully, J. M. Berrien,
Commandant Naval Station, Norfolk.

Captain C. W. Pickering, TJ. S. Navy,
Commanding U. S. 8. Vanderbilt, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Letter from Major- General Terry, U. 8. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter,

U. 8. Navy, giving information obtained from a deserter regarding

torpedoes.

12 m.

W. Lovick, Fortieth North Carolina Regiment, a deserter, has just

come in. He says that on the 16th instant he helped to put down two
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torpedoes coutaining from twelve to fifteen liuudred pounds of powder
each, about 100 yards from the wharf at Fort Anderson and directly

opposite it, in 12 feet of water. He says that there are no other torpe-

does in the river until you arrive at the Drowned
|
Dram] Tree. H e was

one of the boat's crew of the commanding officer of the fort.

A. H. Teeet,
Major- Qeneral.

Admiral POETER.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Captain Bidgely, U. S.

Navy, commanding U. 8. 8, Shenandoah,

In Cape Feae Eivee, January 18, 1865.

SiE: You will proceed without delay to Charleston, S. C, and report

to Eear-Admiral Dahlgren for duty.
Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

[David D, Poetee,]
B^ar-Admiral.

Captain D. B. Eidgelt,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Shenandoah, off Fort Fisher.

[Order of same date and like tenor to Captain Steedman, commanding
TJ. S. S. Ticonderoga; Commander Eolando, commanding U. S. S. Key-
stone State; Commander Parrott, commanding U. S. 8. Mqnadnock;
Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, commanding CT. S. S. Juniata.^

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieu-
tenant Harris, JJ. 8. Navy, to proceed as bearer of dispatch for Major-
Oeneral Sherman, U. 8. Army.

Cape Feae Eivee, January 18, 1865.

SiE: Tou will proceed without delay to Port Eoyal, S. C, and deliver
the accompanying dispatch to the senior officer there and request him
to have it forwarded to General Sherman without delay.
The dispatch is very important.
Eeturn here without delay after executing the above orders.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Poeter,
Bear-Admiral.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. A. Harris,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Lilian.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, January 19, 1865.
He will leave at 11 a. m. to-morrow and ought to reach you Sunday

p. m. early. Please detain the boat.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

Lieutenant-General U. S. Grant, U. S. Army,
City Point, Va.
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General order No. 88, of Bear-Admiral Porter, TJ. 8. Navy, announcing
change in divisions of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, January 19, 1865.

From and after this date the divisions in the North Atlantic Squad-
ron are broken up, with the exception of the James Eiver Division and
Division of the Sounds, and all other vessels will haul down their

divisional flags.

Davib D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Letterfrom Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Navy, to Rear-Admiral Bahlgren,
U. 8. Navy, reporting successful operations against Forts Fisher and
Caswell.

In Cape Fear ErvTSR, January 19, 1863.

Admiral : I send you the MonadnocK She is a splendid vessel, but
draws rather too much water for my purposes.

Will you send me without delay one of your lightest draft monitors
in exchange for her t There are one or two forts on the river that I

can not wind up without an ironclad.

I also send the Keystone 8tate to report to you. If you will send back
the monitor with her I will send her back to you, as I have no further
use for her.

We have been very successful here. Captured Fort Fisher, with all

the surrounding works, which are tremendously heavy. The Navy took
possession of Fort Caswell and all the works on Smith's Island. The
works on the river between Fisher and Caswell and guns, amounting
to about 200 in all, are ours.

All our gunboats in the river, and the place is hermetically sealed.

All I am waiting for is that monitor, and I shall then work my way up
to Wilmington.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.

P. S.—I have ordered a number of vessels carrying heavy guns to

report to you at once.

Eear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren,
Gomdg. 8outh Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Port Royal, 8. G.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, IT. 8. Navy, to Acting Ensign Bennett,

U. 8. Navy, commanding IF. 8. 8. Republic.

Off Smithville, N. C, January 19, 1865.

Sir: You will proceed immediately to Beaufort, N. C, and when
there send the enclosed dispatch by an oflQcer to Commander Macomb.

After performing this duty return to me at once.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
Dated D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.

Acting Master [Ensign] J. W. Bennett,
Commanding TJ. 8. 8. [Repuhlic],
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commander Macomb, U. 8.

Navy, regarding measures for the protection of New Berne, N, G.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Malvern, off Smithville, N. C, January 19, 1865.

Sir : The rebels intend making an attack on New Berne. Ton will

move down all the vessels (heavy ones) yoa can spare from Plymouth
and hold on to New Berne until the last. It is very important that the

place should not be taken.

Move down your vessels at once, leaving a suflacient force at

Plymouth.
Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Commander W. H. Macomb,
Commanding District of the Sounds of North Carolina.

Report of Commodore Radford, U. 8. Navy, Commanding U. 8. 8. New
Ironsides, regarding the condition of that vessel.

TJ. S. S. New Ironsides,
Fortress Monroe, January 20, 1865.

Sib: In obedience to enclosed order from Eear-Admiral Porter, I

have the honor to report my arrival at this place.

Having twisted off my rudderhead, just above the blade, and other-

wise injured it in the gales off North Carolina, I rigged temporary
steering gear and can direct imperfectly the course of the vessel in
smooth water, which, I am happy to say, we have had for the last eight
days. With the exception of a few hours after I left Fort Fisher, though
neither wind nor sea was strong, I could not control the course of the
vessel in the least.

She has been otherwise considerably strained and requires calking.
Her repairs will necessitate docking. Though often struck, she has not
been much hurt by the balls of the enemy. One of her iron plates has
been badly smashed by a X-inch solid shot; another came through her
side just forward of her plating.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. Radford,
Commodore, Commanding.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, 1). C.

Report of Commodore Lanman, U. 8. Navy, Commanding U. 8. 8. Min-
nesota, of the arrival of that vessel at Hampton Roads.

U. S. S. Minnesota,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, January 20, 1865.

Sib : I have the honor, agreeable to the orders of Rear-Admiral
David D. Porter, commending North Atlantic Squadron, to report the
arrival of the Minnesota at Hampton Koads.
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We sailed from off New Inlet, North Carolina, on the evening of the
17th instant and anchored here this morning.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
Joseph Lanman,

Commodore, Comdg. Second Division, North Atlantic Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant MacDiarmid, U. 8. Navy, regard-
ing an engagement with the enemy near HalfMoon battery.

U. 8. S. GovEBNOB Buckingham,
Off HalfMoon Battery, North Carolina, January 20, 1865.

Sib : I have the honor to report that on the 19th instant I observed
a colamn of our infantry marching up the beach in the direction of the
Half Moon battery. Knowing that a body of rebels were intrenched
abreast of where this vessel lay, I pulled on shore and informed the
commanding ofBcer of the troops (Brevet Brigadier-General [J. C.l

Abbott) of the fact, at the same time telling him if he was attacked I
would assist him with the guns of the BucMngham. As our forces
advanced, the rebels opened fire on our skirmish line; immediately
opened a heavy fire of shrapnel from five rifled guns upon the rebel
rifle pits, our projectiles bursting over and amongst them. After firing

some time I saw our soldiers charge on the rebel works and capture a
number of prisoners. After the firing had ceased, went on shore and
was informed by the commanding officer that our firing was excellent,

and assisted him on his reconnoissance materially. At his request I
opened fire on the rebel works between him and Cape Fear Biver and
continued firing until dark, the IT. S. S. Montgomery firing also.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
John MaoDiaemid,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding,

Bear-Admiral Davtd D. Poetee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Flagship Malvern.

Order ofBear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commander Benshaw, U. S.

Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Massasoit, to proceed to the defense ofNew
Berne.

Cape Feab Eitee, January 20, 1865.

SiE : Ton will proceed with your vessel without delay to New Berne,
N. C, by way of Hatteras Inlet, and remain there to cooperate with
the army in defending the place.

Eespectfally, your obedient servant,
David D. Poetee,

Bear-Admiral,
Conunander R. T. Eenshaw,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Massasoit, James Biver.

[Order of same date and like tenor to Lieutenant FyfFe, U. S. Navy,
commanding U. S. S. Hunchback.]
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Report of Commander Macomb, U. 8. Navy, regarding obstructions and
Confederate ram in the Neuse River.

U. S. S. Shambock,
Dist. of Sounds of North Carolina, Plymouth, January 20, 1863.

Admiral: Learning that yoa wished to be acquainted with the char-

acter of the obstructions in the Neuse Eiver, and also all the information
in our possession in regard to the ram in that river, I have made
enquiries and obtained the following:
The obstructions are about 3 miles above New Berne. In the main

channel there is about 12 feet water, and in it are sunk a brig and a
schooner. The rest of the barricade consists of spiling, rather weak in

the shoal water; and in a second channel there is a passageway left

open, in which there is generally about 7 feet of water, but at freshets

there is much more. I give a sketch of them below, made by Acting
Master [H. H.] Foster of the Ceres, who has been much in that part of
the country.
The ram, from all we can hear, is a casemated ironclad, carrying 6

guns.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. H. Macomb,
Comdr., Comdg. District Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.

Eear-Admiral D, D. Pobtbb,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

It is generally supposed that this ram can not come down the river,
as she has had several freshets since she was reported finished, and
has not taken advantage of any of them.

Report of Commander Macomb, JJ. S. Navy, regarding Army expedition
for the destruction of Confederate ram in Roanoke River.

TJ. S. S. Shambock,
Dist. of Sounds of North Carolina, Plymouth, January 20, 1865.

Admiral : The army force from here started last night on an expedi-
tion to burn the ram at Edwards Ferry, on the Boanoke Eiver. They
were to be landed by their transports on the Ohowan Eiver, and thence
cross the country to the Eoanoke.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. H. Macomb,
Comdr., Comdg. District Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.

Eear-Admiral D. D, Poeteb,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Occupation by Federal naval force of Confederate works at the mouth of
Cape Fear River and Smithville, N. C, and the capture of steamers
Stag and Charlotte.

Boport of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, tranflmitting captured papers.

rr o r,7 x • ,^ ,

NOETH ATLANTIC SQUADRON,
U. S. Flagship Malvern, off Smithville, N. C, January 20, 1865.

Sib: In my last I informed you that Fort Caswell had been blownnp and evacuated in consequence of the fall of Fort Fisher. I sent
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Lieutenant W. B. Gushing around in the Monticello to the Western Bar
to ascertain whathad taken place and to obtain aid from the officers in

command of the iVyacfc and Vicl'shurg and take advantage of the occa-
sion. Lieutenant Gushing did not obtain the aid he required, for what
reason I have not yet learned, but with his usual energy he pushed on
in his boats, found that Gaswell had been blown up, Bald Head fort

destroyed, Fort Shaw also, and Fort Campbell, to the westward of Gas-
well, had been abandoned. All these forts mount IX and X inch guns,
and Armstrong 150-pounders. Lieutenant Gushing then pushed on to
Smithville, after hoisting the flag of the Union over Gaswell. The next
thing I saw was the flag waving over Smithville, which the rebels had
left in a great hurry (after they saw our boats approaching), leaving
everything in the heavy and beautiful fort uninjured, and two IX-inch
guns, only spiked, in the fort at Deep Water Point.

In the meantime I had succeeded in getting one gunboat (the Tacony)
over the Rip (or interior bar), and sent her up to Reeves' Point to dis-

able the guns at that place, about 3 miles (on the west side of the river)

above Fort Fisher. Thus in twenty-four hours after the fall of Fisher
and its outworks, all the formidable chain of forts in this river (at the
entrance), built to keep out anything we had, have fallen into our
hands. They are garrisoned for the present with sailors, until we have
more troops, and I advise that they be held and kept in order.

•I can scarcely give a description of these works; they are certainly
the most formidable and best built earthworks I ever saw, and do
credit to the engineer who planned them.
One would suppose that the whole Southern Gonfederacy had been

at work throwing up mud and sand, and General Whiting, the engineer,
certainly had an abiding faith in the durability of the Gonfederacy, as
he shows his opinion by his works, which have been four years build-

ing and were taken in as many days. Fort Gaswell is the same shape
as it was before it fell into rebel hands, only the Gonfederates have
covered the masonry with thick earth on the outside and made it almost
impervious to shot and shell. It is in many respects stronger than
Fisher, and harder to take by assault; still it could be taken, and the
rebels knew it; three or four gunboats on the inside would soon have
starved them out.

I have had a great deal of difficulty in getting the gunboats over the
bar and the rips, and only succeeded this morning in getting the last

one through.
I don't know that there is a great deal more for us to do; the port is

sealed up. I shall, however, move up to Wilmington, taking up the
torpedoes first, of which there are a great many. So far we don't have
much difficulty in finding tbem; they mostly fire by electricity; they
are very large, containing over a barrel and a half of powder.
The rebels left plenty of good stores and provisions, and our men are

now subsisting on that.

I send you a list of the forts that have fallen into our hands since
Fort Fisher fell, with the number and caliber of their guns.
We have found here in each fort an Armstrong gun, with "broad

arrow" on it, and Sir William Armstrong's name marked in full on the
trannion.
As the British Government claims the exclusive right to use these

guns, it would be interesting to know how they have come into a fort

held by the Southern Confederacy.
I find that immense quantities of provisions, stores, and clothing

have come through this port into rebeldom; I am almost afraid to
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mention the amount, but enougb to supply over 60,000 men. It is all

Englisb, and they have received the last cargo. No more will ever

come this way.
, . , , ^ -u

"We picked up a telegram from General Lee to his subordinate here,

saying that if Forts Fisher and Caswell were not held be would have

to evacuate Eicbmond. He says most truly, and I should not be at all

surprised if he left it at any moment.
I have sent the three monitors Monadnoch, Mahopac, and Canonieus

to Admiral Dahlgren, also the wooden vessels Tuscarora, Shenandoah,

Mohican, Ticonderoga, Juniata, and Keystone State, keeping here only

what was indispensable to secure every point. [Confidential.—The

army force is very small for all this work, and it will not do to separate

it at this moment. It is as much as it will be able to do to hold what

we have taken.)
, , a ^x.

"We have plenty of force to hold this place against the whole Southern

Confederacy. I have 250 guns bearing on the narrow strip of land

where our troops are heavUy intrenched. There are vessels in the river

and outside, and we only hope they will attempt to retake it. Ten

thousand men in Fort Fisher, with the guns of the squadron, would

hold this place a long time. "We find this a better place to catch

blockade runners than outside.

I had the blockade runners' lights lit last night, and was obliging

enough to answer their signals, whether rigbt or wrong we don't know.

Two of them, the Stag and Charlotte, from Bermuda, loaded with arms,

blankets, shoes, etc., came in and quietly anchored near the Malvern,

and were taken possession of.

The Stag was commanded by Eichard H. Gayle, a lieutenant in the

Confederate Navy, and belongs to the rebel Government. A number
more are expected, and we will, I hope, catch a portion of them.

I intrusted this duty to Lieutenant Gushing, who performed it with

his usual good luck and intelligence. These two are very fast vessels

and valuable prizes. They threw a portion of their papers overboard
immediately on finding they were trapped.

I enclose a list of guns captured by the Navy since the surrender of

Fort Fisher, and the names of the difierent works. This number, added
to those taken around Fisher, makes 168 guns in all fmost of them
heavy ones) that have been taken.

I enclose a few papers that may be interesting.

The Charlotte brings five English passengers, one of them an English
army officer. They all came over (as they expressed it) "on a lark,"

and were making themselves quite jolly in the cabin over their cham-
pagne, having felicitated themselves on their safe arrival. The Stag
received three shots in her as she ran by our blockaders outside.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Poetee,

Eear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon "Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, J). C.

[Encloaarea.]

List of forts taken possession of by the Navy since the fall of Fort Fisher, with their

armaments.

Reeves' Point

:

Guns.
X-inch 3

Above Smithville

:

X-inch 2
Smithville:

X-inch... 4
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Fort Caswell: Guns.

X-inch 10
IX-inoh 2
ArmstroDg 1
32-poni)deT8, rifled.. 4
32-pouDderB, smoothbore 2
Vlll-inch : 3
Parrott, 20-pouiiders 1
Rifled fteldpieces 3
Guus buried 3

20
Forts Campbell and Shaw

:

X-inch C
32-pounder8, smoothboro (5

32-pounder, rifled 1

Vlll-inoh 1

Fieldpieces C
Mortars 2— 22

Smith's Island

:

X-inch 3
32-pounderB, smoothbore 6
32-pounders, rifled 2
Fieldpieces 4
Mortars - 2— 17

Reported at other end of Smith's Island 6

Total captured 83

Confederate States of America,
Navy Department, Richmond, December 6, 1864,

Sir : It is understood that the new steamer Stag, now at Wilming-
ton, will be at once turned over to this Department, and you will pro-

ceed to Wilmington and report to Mr. Peters for the command of her.
' Mr. Peters will be instructed as to the transfer, custom-house papers^
etc.

General instructions for your government will at once be given you.
S. E. Maxlobt,

Secretary of the Navy.

Lieutenant E. H. G-atle, Provisional Navy G. S.

OONPEDEEATE STATES OF AMERICA,
Navy Department, Richmond, December 6, 1864.

SiB: The following are special instructions for your guidance in com-
mand of the Stag:

Before leaving port you will station your crews for the different boats
of the steamer, having placed in them water and provisions, and also

nautical instruments. When capture in your judgment becomes inevi-

table, fire the vessel in several places and embark in the boats, making
for the nearest land.

The Department leaves to your discretion the time when and the

circumstances that must govern yon in the destruction of the 8ta^ in

order to prevent her falling into the hands of the enemy.
You will obtain the best engineer ofQcers and pilots, and make the

vessel as thoroughly efScient as practicable for the service for which
she is engaged. Ko passenger will be received on board without the
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authority of this Department. You will request the Confederate agents
in Nassau and Bermuda to require of each steamer that leaves each
place with a small cargo to bring in for this Department a certain

amount of coal, to be delivered to Mr. Peters or his agent on arrival.

On arrival in a Confederate port, you will furnish Mr. W. H. Peters,

special agent at Wilmington, with duplicate vouchers of your expenses
of each trip, with the view of equalizing and governing the expenses of

all vessels which will come under the charge of this Department, and
you will be careful to avoid all unnecessary expenditures, and will

regulate them with a view to rigid economy consistent with efficiency.

You are authorized to employ the services of a clerk, whose duties
will be to receive and deliver the cargoes and also to attend to the
accounts of the steamer, all of which will be approved by you before
being submitted to Mr. Peters.
You will confer freely and fully with Mr. Peters.
Enclosed you will receive an order on Assistant Paymaster Tredwell,

C. S. Navy, at Wilmington, N. C, for £5,000 in sterling bills to defray
the expenses of the steamer, and for which you will be held accounta-
ble as above indicated.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. R. Mallobt,

Secretary of the Navy.

Lieutenant R. H. Gatle, Provisional Navy C. S.,

Richmond, Ya.

A&ENOT Navy Department,
Wilmington, N. G., December 12, 1864.

Sib : Captain Burroughs has been authorized to turn over to you
the command of the C. S. steamer Stag.
You are requested to proceed at once to get the ship in readiness for

her outward cargo, and to apprise me when she is ready, in order that
no time may be lost in preparing the Stag for sea.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wm. H. Peters,

Agent Navy Deipartm,ent.
Captain E. H. Gayle.

Agency Naty Department,
Wilmington, N. 0., December 13, 1864.

Sir: I have to request you to render to this agency, for the informa-
tion of the Navy Department, and as soon after your return as may be
practicable, a statement showing your disbursements on ship's accounts,
with proper vouchers, the balance in cash on hand, and, if practicable
the quantities of ship's stores unexpended and their cost. Similar
statements are desired on the completion of each successive trip. It is
suggested to you to take duplicate vouchers for all expenditures. On
your arrival in a Confederate port, I am instructed by the honorable
Secretary of the Navy to forward to the Department a copy of the cargo
list and to apprise also every Department or Bureau of the Government
having freight on board of their appropriate packages. In order to
comply with this, I request that you will have the cargo list properlvmade out and delivered to me so soon as practicable on your entrance
into a Confederate port.
The Stag is one of a number of steamers to be run under the direction

of the Navy Department, and while it is the wish of the Government
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that no expense shonld be spared in rendering these steamers thoroughly-
efficient, it is, for obvious reasons, greatly to be desired that the strictest

economy, not inconsistent with thorough efficiency, should be observed
in their management.
The service in which these steamers arc to be employed will not admit

of returns from their commanders in such detail 'as the regulations
require, but it is confidently expected that the exhibits to be rendered
on the completion of every round trip will be satisfactory and in suffi-

cient detail to enable the Department to arrive at and if necessary to
institute a just comparison of the expenses of the several vessels.

If at any time you need information in reference to or assistance in
the preparation of your accounts, I beg you will not hesitate to call

on me.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. H. Peters,
Agent 2favy Department.

Captain Biohabd H. Gatle,
Commanding Steamship Stag, Wilmington.

Agency Navy Dbpaetment,
Wilmington, JT. G., December 16, 1864.

Sib : So soon as the G. S. steamer Stag, under your command, is in

all respects ready for sea, and other circumstances, of which yon are
the judge, favor it, you will proceed with her to St. George, Bermuda,
and on your arrival there report to Major N. S. Walker, C. S. agent, to
whom your ship and cargo are consigned.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wm. H. Petbes,

Agent Navy Department.
Captain Eichaed H. Gayle,

Commanding Steamer Stag.

Report of Sear-Almiral Porter, V. S. Kavy, regarding the oaptnre of the blookade ranners Stag
and Charlotte.

NoETH Atlantic Sqtjadeon,
IT. S. Flagship Malvern, off Smithville, N. C, January 20, 1865.

SiE : I have the honor to report the capture of two blockade run-

ners—the Stag and the Charlotte—off this place last night. They are

both fine vessels, and loaded with arms, blankets, shoes, etc. The Stag

belongs to the rebel Government, and is commanded by Lieutenant
E. H. Gayle, of the rebel Navy.
The Stag is 600 tons burden and the Charlotte 400 tons.

The following vessels are entitled to share in the prizes; Malvern,
Maratanza, Nanseviond, Wilderness, picket launch No. 6, and that por-

tion of the crews of the Monticello and Vicksburg who were on shore in

charge of the forts.

Both prizes have been sent to New York for adjudication.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Poetee,

Bear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Se0retary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.



624 NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

Seport of Lieatenant-Commander Ciulung, IT. 8. Navy, commanding IT. 8. 8. Uontieello;

XJ. S. S. MONTIOELLO,
Off Fort Caswell, N. C, January 31, 1865.

^IR: In obedience to your order of the 17th instant, I proceeded to
the Western Bar to ascertain the state of afi'airs in that quarter. Ou
the morning of the 18th I pnlled in to Fort Caswell to demand its sur-

render, and, finding it abandoned, hoisted a flag there, ns well as on the
other forts at the mouth of the harbor. I then proceeded with four
men to the town of Smithville and received its surrender from the
mayor, mounted rebels leaving the town at the same time. I hoisted
our flag on the battery at that point, which, with the barracks and
public property, was uninjured. Captured several hundred stand of
rebel muskets, with some of which I armed my men, at the same time
sending one sailor and four negroes in a boat for reinforcements. We
held the town with three men until their arrival. The inhabitants
mostly remained at their homes, and by their behavior impressed one
with the idea that they had been rebels but were beaten back into loy-
alty. We also captured a considerable quantity of commissary stores.

The next day vessels came down from above and 1 50 sailors were sent
ashore to garrison the town, of which I retained command until relieved
by the army one week after. In the meantime I sent down boats'
crews and ofBcers nightly to tend the range lights on the beach and
attempt to decoy in blockade runners. On the second night we were
rewarded by the arrival of two steamers, the Stag and Charlotte, that
came over the bar and stopped off the wharf, signaling to Fort Cas-
well. Not receiving the expected answers from the fort, they were
about to turn back, when they were hailed by Acting Ensign Hunting-
ton, of the Monticello, who told them the signal corps had been with-
drawn; it was all right, to go on up to Smithville. Following this
advice they fell into our hands.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. B. Gushing,

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Monticello.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Flagship Malvern.

P. S.—I omitted to mention the capture of forty-four sick and wounded
rebel soldiers, with the rebel surgeon and nurses in charge.

W. B. Gushing.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Braine, \J. 8. Navy, commanding V. 8. 8. Feqnot

U. S. S. Pbquot,
N'ew Inlet, North Carolina, January 20, 1865,

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the afternoon of the 18th
instant I proceeded to the town of Smithville with 14 marines and 8
men, and found Lieutenant William B. Gushing in possession of the
town with some men from the Monticello and Vicksburg. Upon the
morning of the 19th I proceeded to and took possession of all the ene-
my's works upon Smith's Island, hoisting our flag upon Battery Holmes
and taking 18 Confederate soldiers prisoners, 2 who came forward and
surrendered upon our landing. I was assisted by Acting Master Arevcommanding the U. S. S. Wilderness, with a boat's crew from that
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All the works upon Smith's Island are in good condition save a few
guns dismounted; and although the enemy had destroyed large quanti-

ties of stores, much yet remains.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. L. Bkaine,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Bear-Admiral David D. Pobtbe,
Commanding North AtloMtio Squadron.

BepoTt of Lientenant-ConunandeT ITewman, XT, S. Kavy, commanding the V. 8. S. Kyack,
legaiding that veniel and the V, 8. S. Viokaborg.

TJ. S. S. Nyaok,
Off Smithville, N. C, February 3, 1865.

Admiral : Having seen in the I^ew York Times of the 27th ultimo
your report to the honorable Secretary of the Navy, stating that the
assistance requested by Lieutenant Gushing when sent by you to the
Western Bar, Cape Fear Eiver, was not rendered by the commanders
of the Nyack and Yioksiurg, I would respectfully submit the following
statement:
Lieutenant Commander F. H. Baker, of the Vickshurg, had been con-

fined to his cabin by sickness since my arrival on the station, Decem-
ber 28, 1864.

About 5:30 p. m. January 17, 1865, Lieutenant Gushing, in the Mon-
ticello, came off Western Bar and informed me that he had been sent
by you to ascertain the condition of the forts in that vicinity. I told
him that the rebels had burned barracks, storehouses, etc., and blown
up and evacuated the works. He regretted that night was so near at
hand, as he intended going in with a flag of truce to demand the sur-

render of the forts; asked for some rat-taU flies, with which I am sorry
to add that I was unable to furnish him. The use of the tug Moccasin
was offered him, but rejected. I think I added that anything in our
power would be done to aid.

Lieutenant Gushing left, saying that he would communicate with me
when he came out in the morning. The VicJcsburg and Moccasin were
ordered to stay close in to the bar during the night and render any
assistance required to the Monticello.

On the 18th, at 11 : 30 a. m., the Vickshurg passed within hail, stating

that Lieutenant Gushing had found Fort Caswell abandoned, hoisted

the American flag over it, and sent to Captain Baker for the armed men
that could be spared. In company with the Vickshurg I steamed close

in to the bar and two boats with landing parties were sent from her to
Fort OasweU.

I received no communication from shore until ordered inside by you
on the 20th.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. H. Newman,

Lieutenant- Comma/nder.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Sqtiadron.

w w R—VOL 11 40
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BepoTt of Ideatenant-Coniinaiider Baker, V. 8. Kavy, commanding tT. S. 8. Vicksbmg, daiming
share in prize steamer Charlotte.

U. S. S. ViCKSBXTKG,

Off New Inlet, Gape Fear River, N. C, January 22, 1865.

SiE : The officers and crew of tliis vessel claim to be entitled to share
in the proceeds of the prize steamer Charlotte and her cargo, captured
on the morning of the 2(lth day of January instant, and base such claim
on the following ground, viz

:

On the 18th day of January, 1865, an armed force, consisting of 4 of

the officers and 34 of the crew of this vessel, was sent in her boats to

Fort Caswell, at the entrance to Cape Fear Eiver, and also to the town
of Smithville, situated near the mouth of that river.

They were armed with Enfield rifles, supplied with forty rounds of
ammunition each, and provided with three days' rations.

They were ordered to report to Lieutenant William B. Gushing and
perform any and all duties that might devolve on them, and were cau-
tioned to look out for blockade runners.
Picket boats were nightly sent out from Smithville with lights, such

as were used by the enemy as signal lights to runners, which boats were
partly manned by the crew of this vessel; and from their efibrts the
above named steamer Charlotte was decoyed in over the bar and came
to anchor off Smithville, where she was captured, the force from this
vessel being at the time within signal distance.
The following officers were sent in charge of the boats, viz: Acting

Ensigns William H. Otis and E. B. Elder, Acting Assistant Paymaster
T. B. Smith, and Third Assistant Engineer A. F. IS^agle.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Francis H. Baker,

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding U. 8. S. Vickaburg.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Ideatenant-Commander TTpshnr, XT. S. Navy, regarding ipede and dispatches on board
the steamer Charlotte.

U. S. S. A. D. Yance,
James Eiver, Virginia, January 26, 1865.

Sir: I am to-day informed that one of the crew of the prize steamer
Charlotte asserts that there was on board that vessel at the time of her
capture a safe (stowed nnder the cargo) containing a large amount of
specie; also, that her letters and dispatches were thrown overboard
from the paddle box in a bag, with a pig of lead attached to sink them.
She was at anchor near Smithville, and I presume her position can

be accurately ascertained.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. H. TJPSHXJR,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0.
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Older of Rear-Admiial Porter, IT. 8. Kavy, to Acting Haater Ctoodwin, IT. S. ITavy, to proceed
to New York in charge of prize steamer Stag.

Oape Pear Eiveb, January 24, 1865.

Sir : You will proceed with the prize steamer Stag to New York and
deliver her to the prize commissioners, taking their receipt for the same;
also report her to the district judge.
See that the hatches are battened down and the hold is not entered.

Bespectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Poktee,

Rear-Admiral.
Acting Master E. S. Goodwin,

Prize Master, Prize Steamer Stag.

[Order of same date and like tenor to Acting Master E. W. White,
U. S. Navy, commanding prize steamer Charlotte.]

Abstract log of the V. S. 8. Uonticello, Lieutenant Gushing, 11. 8. Navy.

January 17, 1865.—^At 1 : 30 a. m. heard a heavy explosion in by the
fort. At 2:05 heard another; between 2 and 3 heard several more at
the fort. At 4 : 50 saw two rebel steamers in the river on fire. At day-
light got underway and steamed in to the flagship. At 8 came to with
starboard anchor; the three boats returned bringing a lot of torpedo
wire. At 5 : 35 p. m. arrived off the bar and saw a very large fire.in Fort
Caswell. At 8 : 50 sent the third cutter, in charge of Acting Master's
Mate Charles Croton, in to reconnoiter. At 10 third cutter returned;
reported having seen rebel troops on Fort Caswell.
January 18.—At 8: 30 a. m. the gig went into the fort with a flag of

truce, in charge of Lieutenant W. B. Cushing, commanding, accompa-
nied by Acting Assistant Paymaster John Furey. At 9 a. m. they
hoisted the American flag {the pride of the world and the terror of
nations) on the rebel Fort Caswell.
January 30.—At ] a. m. saw and heard two steamers to the N. B.

Supposing them to be blockade runners, got underway and stood toward
the U. S. S. Nyaclc, and Intbrmed her of the fact and requested her
assistance to blockade the bar. We then stood in for the bar and at 2
anchored as near to it as possible. Could see the steamers, in by the
fort. At 2:25 sent a boat in to see. At 3: 20 the boat returned,
reporting them inside. [Note.—These steamers were the Stag and the
Charlotte.]

January 22.—^At 1 p. m. the Ifansemond went in to the blockadie runner
Agnea 0. Fry on the beach. At 5 p. m. Bt«amed slowly to the southward
to blockade Lockwood'a Folly Inlet.

Abstract log of the V. S. S. Nyack. Lientenant-Commander Newman, V. 8. Navy.

January 18, 1865.—At 11 : 30 a. m. the Vickshurg passed within hail

with the request from Lieutenant Cushing, commanding the Monticello
(who had raised the American flag on Fort Caswell), for a party of
armed men to be sent on shore to his assistance. At 11 : 30 got under-
way and stood inshore for the bar. From 12 to 4 p, m. : Standing off

and on near the bar. At 3: 15 p. m. sent the second cutter in charge
of Mr. Colby to sound the bar. At 5 : 45 cutter returned.
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' January 19.—At 9 a. m. a boat from the Wilderness landed and hoisted

the American ensign on the works at Bald Head.
January 20.—At 1:20 a. m. spoke the Monticello; she reported that

some vessels had run in under Fort Caswell. Got underway and stood

in after them. At 1:40 sent first cutter armed in charge of Acting

Ensign H. B. Colby to intercept them or to make a signal in case they

attempted to come out again. At 4: 20 Acting Ensign Colby returned

with first cutter and reported that he had crossed the bar and passed

up as far as Port Caswell wharf and remained there about half an hour,

when, finding the vessels did not attempt to run out again, he returned

on board. Prom 12 to 4 p. m. : Got off the shoal and ran up to Smith-

ville and came to anchor at 1 : 30 p. m. At 5 : 30 p. m. the Namaemond
and Wilderness came down the river and came to anchor near us. The
Maratanza made signal. Learned that the steamers that passed up the

river were captured. Their names were the Charlotte and [8tag\.

Letterfrom Rear-Admiral JDahlgren, U. S. Navy, to Bear-Admiral Porter

U. 8. Navy, regarding exchange of vessels.

Flag-Steamer Harvest Moon,
Charleston Boads, January 21, 1865.

Admiral : Captain Eolando, of the Keystone State, handed me yours

of the 18th, yesterday about 2 p. m., just as a northeaster had set in,

and it was too late that day to cross the bar, with the swell that was on.

I can very illy spare a monitor at this time, having lost the Patapsco
and received three more, one with only a single gun, Instead of four, and
the Ironsides.

This may reduce my force too low to make the impression I should
desire on the rebel batteries, if General [J. G.] Poster will undertake
his part of the attack I have in view, and which I feel sure will succeed.

But I also entertain a deep interest in your concludingwhat you have
so well begun, and therefore send one of the lightest-draft monitors that
I have, on the condition, however, that you wUl guarantee her return to
me in one week, or sooner if I send for her.

I have also to ask that you will apprise the Navy Department of this,

and that you will answer for my compliance with your reqnest.
The Secretary of the Navy informed me that he had ordered you to

send me all the vessels you could spare. The Brooklyn has not arrived.
Will you please to dispatch her to me, and any other good broadsides
you may have, together with some double-enders?

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. A. Dahlgeen,

Bear-Admiral, Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Watmough, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Kansas, to assume com-
mand at Smithville.

Cape Pear Eiver, January 21, 1865.
Sir : Tou will obtain a pilot and proceed without delay to Smithville

and take charge there, keeping the present garrison in the fort until
relieved by troops.
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I want all the supplies in Fort Caswell brought to Smithville, locked
up, and kept for the troops when they come there. One of the small
steamers will be engaged in this service in the daytime and kept ready
at night to run alongside of blockade runners.

"You will permit no one to go out of the town or straggle; allow no
outrages to be committed or the property of the inhabitants to be inter-

fered with. Punish anyone severely who resists these orders.
You will lie with your vessel close in to the land, clear of the sunken

wreck, where blockade runners will not see you and where you can enfi-

lade the bar.
Permit no steamers to be anchored near the point at Caswell for sig-

nals, and when seen have the boats manned and kept alongside for use.

Keep the guns loaded and trained on a stranger when he comes in and
sink him if he attempts to run either way. The small steamers must
keep steam up at night, ready to start in chase. Make no night signals,

but have the vessels get ready as a steamer passes the point.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Pokteb,

Rear-Admiral.
Lieutenant-Commander P. G. Watmough,

Gommanding U. 8. 8. Kansas.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to the commandant navy
yard, Norfolk, to send picket launch to Beaufort, N. 0.

Flagship Malvern,
Off Port Fisher, N. 0., January 22, 1865.

Sib : Yon will send picket launch No. 3 through the sounds to Beau-
fort, IT. 0. You will give the commanding officer of the picket launch
orders, to procure a tow from Beaufort to this place.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davxd D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.
Captain J. M. Berrien,

Commanding Navy Yard, Norfolk, Ya.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Quest, U. 8.

Navy, regarding movements of vessels in the Cape Fear River.

Cape Fear Eiver, January 22, 1865.

Sir : You will regulate the movements of the vessels in the Cape Fear
above Fort Fisher, keeping them in line and proper positions. Take
charge of all picket arrangements and the picket launch.

I wish the line to move up as near Fort Anderson as is consistent
with safety, and in doing so care must be taken of the torpedoes and
other obstructions. Communicate with the army, and let the fleet know
their positions so they may be enabled to direct their fire.

Eespectfully, yours,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.
Commander J. Guest,

Commanding u. 8. 8. Iosco.



630 NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

Instructions from Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Master
Frost, U. S. Navy, regarding his duties as commander ofguard vessel.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, off Fort Fisher, January 22, 1865.

Sir : Tou will assame the duties of guard ship at New Inlet, hoisting

the guard flag.

Board all vessels entering and report to me daily their names, where
from, cargo, and whether for Army or Navy. You will also include in

your report vessel's departure and where bound. A weekly report con-

taining the above will also be made.
In my absence the daily reports will be made to the senior officer pres-

ent, and the weekly reports will be forwarded to me.
In addition to the above, you will take the duties of harbor master,

keeping the channel clear of vessels, making them anchor on the one
side or the other. Army transports, for the convenience of unloading,
may take such positions as will best expedite their movements, but
when discharged must take their anchorage free of the channel.
You will take charge of all coal for the Navy and see the vessels

properly moored, and when a coal vessel is wanted see that the one that
has been under charter longest is first taken. Vessels must not be per-
mitted to coal out of any collier that may be handiest, but the above
order is to be observed, and the vessel must be discharged before a full

one is broached.
EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Acting Master G. W. Frost,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Fort Donelson.

Report ofLieutenant- Commander Braine, JJ. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8.
Pequot, of an engagement of that vessel with Fort Anderson, Cape Fear
River.

U. S. S. Peqtjot,
Gape Fear River, North Carolina, January 22, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your verbal
order I proceeded up this river to draw the fire of Fort Anderson, and
opened with my 160-pounder rifle, firing 7 shells, all of which took effectm the enemy's work. The fort replied with two small rifle pieces, their
projectiles falling close around but not striking us. After remaining
for two hours within range, and the enemy not opening with other guns
r returned to my anchorage. '

I observed 6 guns, evidently smoothbore, pointing down the river,
protected by the ordinary sand traverses.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. L. Braine,
Lieutenant- Commander.

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic 8quadron.
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Report of Commodore Thatcher, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Colo-
rado, of the arrival of that vessel at Hampton Roads from Wilmington,
N. G.

U. S. S. OOLOEADO,
Hampton Roads, January 33, 1865,

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that I arrived at
this anchorage with the Colorado to-day from off Wilmington, N. C,
having sailed from there on the evening of the 17th instant.
The work for which we went to the coast of North Carolina having

been finished by a complete victory over all the defenses of Cape Pear
River, with Fort Fisher in our possession. Fort Caswell and its snr-
roanding batteries in ruins, and our gunboats in the river, there was
nothing more that could be done by the large ships. I was therefore
directed by Bear-Admiral Porter to proceed to Hampton Boads and
report to the Department.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Henry K. Thatcher,

Commodore.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, J). G.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy,
to send two fast steamers to the Galveston blockade.

Navy Department, January 23, 1865.

Sir : Send two of your fastest steamers to the W^est Gulf Squadron
for the Galveston blockade, and four light-draft steamers to Key West
for the East Gulf Squadron. Advise the Department of the names of
those yon.send. The best vessels of the Mohican and Shenandoah class

are to go on foreign stations.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Gomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, off Wilmington.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant- Commander
Barnes, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Bat, to cruise inshore asfar
as Georgetown, S. G.

Cape Fear Biver, January 23, 1865.

Sir: Yon will proceed as soon as you get a pilot, and the water will

permit, around to Western Bar, Cape Fear Biver, and cruise along
there, inshore, down as far as Georgetown, S. C, and cruise oft' that
place and endeavor to open communication with General Sherman in

case he should come there. At the same time keep a lookout for block-

ade runners and prevent them going into that port.

In case of capturing a prize the men will be drawn up on the quarter-

deck and no one. permitted to go below on pain of death.

Have all the liquors and wines on board secured and locked up. Have
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all the hatches secured and sealed up and provisions taken out enough

to last the voyage.
Send all prizes captured to me here.

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,
David D. Poetee,

Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander J. S. Baenes,
Commanding If. S, S. Bat.

Attempted passage, by the Confederate squadron, of the obstructions in

Trent's Beach, James River, January 23, 24, 1865.

BepoTts of Commander Parker, IT. 8. Navy, regarding existing conditions.

TJ. S. Monitoe Onondaga,
Aiken's Landing, James River, January 23, 1865.

Sie: I have to report that 1 find it impossible to get the disabled

vessels repaired at the Norfolk navy yard, and I ask authority to seud

them elsewhere for that purpose. Some of the vessels have been there

several months and with no prospect that they will soon be able to

return to duty.
The following vessels are now at the navy yard undergoing repairs,

viz, the Zouave, Mount Washington, Alert, Zeta, Saffron, Delaware,
Gamma, Henry Brinlcer, Cactus, Seymour. Out of all the tugs assigned
to this division I have only two employed in the upper part of the
river, viz, the Alpha, devoted to towing coal and other vessels from
Hampton Boads to City Point, and the Epsilon, used as a mail boat
from this station to City Point. The latter is in want of immediate
repair. I consider that these facts are discreditable to the officers of

the yard, and they do not admit of any excuse. Yesterday I received
notification of an attack by the rebel rams, from Brigadier-General
Eawlins, chief of staff, of which the following is a copy:

Headquaktbrs Abmies of the Unitbd States,
City Point, Va, January SI, 186S.

We have information from Richmond that on Tuesday last an order was issued
that the rebel fleet should come down the river, either pass or attack our ironclads,
and attempt the destruction of City Point.

It was known in Richmond that we had only two monitors up the river, and it
was supposed that their vessels would he numerous or strong enongh for the
attempt, it being claimed that now, in the absence of the larger part of onr iron
fleet, was the opportunity for their own ; that upon the return ofour ironclads, theirs
could he permanently shut up in the upper part of the river, and that even if the
movement resulted in the loss of their vessels, it could be no worse than what would
eventually be the case, and might inflict incalculable damage upon us. There is no
doubt that this order was given, but why it has not been carried out is uuexplained.
It would be well that you exercise more than usual vigilance to defeat any plan the
rebels may have in contemplation in the river.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John A. Rawlins,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

Commander of Monitor Onondaga,
James River.

I would respectfully request that more monitors may be sent to me
if they can be spared from other duty. I have requested Brigadier-
General Eawlins not to allow the flagof-truce boat to land the rebel
prisoners opposite our vessel. A few days ago 600 rebels were landed
at Aiken's Landing, a few yards distant from the Onondaga, giving









NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 633

them a close view of the vessel, and of our methods of drill and exer-
cise. They remained here several days before they went to Eichmond;
all this was highly objectionable.
I most respectfully ask for instructions concerning the deadlock at

Norfolk navy yard. Can anything be done to get the vessels of this
division back to duty in James Eiver.

I have just received a telegram from City Point, Va., as follows

:

Please inform me what is tbe condition of the river obstructions above you. Do
you consider your naval force sufficient to preventthe possibility ofthe enemy'sgun-
boats coming down, should they make the attempt during high water f If anything
is to be done in the way of placing obstructions, I wul give you any assistance
required. Please let me know at once, as the steps, if required, should be taken at
once.

John Gibbon,
Major-General Volunteer!, Commanding,

Commander William A Parker,
Commanding Fifth Division

Thus you will perceive that the army officers expect an attack from
the enemy very soon.
My answer by telegraph to the above dispatch was as follows:

The condition of the river obstructions above us is bad ; they were washed away
by the freshet. I do not consider our naval forces sufficient to prevent the possibil-

ity of the enemy's gunboats coming down at high water, should they make the
attempt. I believe it to be impossible to replace the obstructions unless Hewlett's
battery be first captured.

Wm. a. Parker,
Commander, Commanding Fifth Diviiion.

After some deliberation I considered that the telegram was rather
too strong, and sent Chief Engineer Henderson in the Don to explain
that we could do something in the night toward making the obstruc-
tions impassable.
The rams will no doubt make a desperate attack on our vessels at

the irext fr*eshet, if the water rises sufficiently to allow them to pass.

The rebels do not expect them to return, but that the rams will be
eventually captured or destroyed by our forces. I enclose herewith a
7equi8ition from Chief Engineer Henderson, of this vessel, for a small
Jteam engine for the workshop at Aiken's Landing, which will cost

$1,500, as I am informed. I highly approve of this suggestion.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wm. a. Pabkeb,

Commanding Fifth Division.

Bear-Admiral David D. Poetbe,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

TJ. S. MoNiTOB Onondaga,
Aiken's Landing, James Biver, Virginia, January 23, 1865.

Sib : I have to report that two tugs have been detached from this

squadron by the honorable Secretary of the Navy and ordered to the
Potomac Flotilla, as follows:

Navy Dbpartmknt, January 17, 1865.

Sib: Send the neliotrope and one of the picket boats to St. Inigoes, Md., with in-

structions to report to Commander F. A. Parker for duty in tbe Potomac Flotilla.

Very respectfully,
Gideon Welles.

Rear-Admiral D. D. Pobtbr,
Commanding Iforth Atlantic Squadron.
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The Heliotrope and Glinton were sent accordingly. The order was
delivered to me by Lieutenant-Goinmauder Eastman, commanding
U. S. S. Don, which arrived here yesterday morning. These boats are
very mach wanted here, but as the order was peremptory, I did not
feel justified in withholding them.

In the meantime I have a plenty of tags at the navy yard, but I have
not been able to get them up here.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wm. a. Paekbb,

Commanding Fifth Division.

Rear-Admiral David D. Poeter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, off Wilmington, N. C.

Letter from Commander Parker, XT. B. Navy, to Uajor-General Oibbon, IT. 8. Army, command-
ing at City Point, BUggeating measores of protection.

TJ. S. MoNiTOE Onondaga,
Aiken's Landing, James River, January 23, 1865.

I would respectfully recommend that the batteries commanding
Trent's lieach and the obstructions should be immediately reinforced
with heavy guns, and that more vessels be sunk in the night near the
obstructions; also that some large torpedoes be sunk in the river near
them. I have given the orders to Professor Maillefert to sink the tor-

pedoes as soon as possible.
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. a. Paseeb,
Commander, Gomdg. Fifth Division North Atlantic Squadron.

Major-General John Gibbon,
Commanding U. 8. Volunteers, City Point, Va.

[Telegram.]

U. S. Ship St. La\veence,
Off Norfolk, Va., January 24, 1865.

The Bureau of Ordnance can not furnish the torpedoes required, and
desires to be informed whether those on board the Stromboli or those
captured from the rebels will not answer.

D. Lynch,
Commander and Inspector of Ordnance.

Oommander W. A. Paekee, U. S. Kavy,
Comdg. Fifth Division North Atlantic Squadron,

Headquarters Army of the James.

[Telegram.]

Hdqbs. Dept. op Vieginia and Noeth Oaeolina,
January 24, 1865—3:30 a. m.

Two of the enemy's ironclads have passed down the river. Have
your command in readiness in case an attack on your front is made.

Jno. W. TuEiraE,
,^ Brigadier- General and Chief of Statr.

General Devens,
Commanding Twenty-fourth Army Corps.
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ITelegram.]

City Point, Va., January 34., 1865.

(Received 9 : 25 a. m.)

The enemy's ironclads came down below the obstractions this morn-
ing and returned to the neighborhood of Hewlett's before daylight.
Since their retarn there has been a heavy explosion about the obstruc-
tions. There are three of these ironclads in view, and I am inclined to
believe they will make an effort to get down here to destroy our stores.

Will you please order up the gunboats now about Fort Monroe with
orders that they shall not stop for night or other cause until they reach
the front now occupied by our gunboats.

TJ. S, Grant,
Lieutenant- General.

Hon. G. Y. Fox,
Assistant Secretary Navy.

[Telegram.]

City Point, Va., January 24, 1865'.

If the rebel rams do not come down to-night I think everything will

be safe before to-morrow night. I expect but little assistance, how-
ever, in case of an attack, from the navy under Captain Parker. I have
been compelled to take the matter in my own hands to get vessels to
the front, ordering by direction of the Secretary of the Navy. I know
no reason why the torpedo boat did not attack. As I understood, the
rebel rams ran our batteries to the obstructions, and then leisurely

removed and blew them up, only opposed by a little infantry from the
shore. When I sent up before daylight Captain Parker had removed
the monitor to below the pontoon bridge. To night I understand he
has hauled down the river, leaving what obstructions still remain to be
removed without opposition from him. I have sent an urgent appeal
for him to go back. I have been busy all day getting up material to

renew the obstructions, and army officers are now at it.

U. S. Grant,
Lieutenant- General.

Hon. G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

Special order from lieatenant-Oeneral Grant, IT. B. Army, regarding moTementi of the gnnboati.

City Point, Va., January 34, 1865.

All gunboats now in the James Eiver above City Point will immedi-
ately proceed to the front above the pontoon bridge, near Varina Land-
ing. This order is imperative, the orders of any naval commanders to
the contrary notwithstanding.
By authority of the Secretary of the Favy

:

tr. S. Grant,

Special Orders to Gtinboat Commanders.]
Lie^ttenant- General.

[Telegram.]

City Point, Va., January 24, 1865—6 p. m.

I have been unable to get Captain Parker, by requesting, to assemble
his gunboats near the obstructions in James fiiver; he seems helpless.
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I have now sent orders directly to commanders of vessels, and respect-

fally request that you will sustain this course. Please diiect during
present emergency my orders be obeyed.

U. S. Grant,
Ueutenani- General.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

City Point, Va., January 24, 1865.

Please inform me what vessels you have at the front. At this junc-
ture of affairs all the vessels you can control should be got immediately
to the front, or, at least, above the large amount of public stores

accumulated for the subsistence of the army and navy. The delay of
the last few days in preparing for a visit from the enemy, which I found
on my return to this place yesterday had beeu expected, was providen-
tially prevented from proving fatal to us. It would be better to
obstruct the channel of the river with sunken gunboats than that a
rebel ram should reach City Point.

U. 8. Grant,
Lieutenant- (jteneral.

Captain Parker,
Oommanding Naval Flotilla James Biver,

[Telegram.]

City Point, Va,, January 24, 1865.

What fleet have you collected or ordered to the front! You onght
to have every gunboat yon can get in the river up with you. Should
the enemy attempt to come down the river it is your duty, in view of
the large amount of stores here, to attack with all the vessels you have,
using your vessels as rams as well as batteries, even at the expense of
half the boats you have got. I will send vessels up the river under an
engineer officer who will place them in position for sinking to obstruct
the channel.

tr. 8. Grant,
Lieutenant- General.

Captain Parker,
Oare General Gibbon.

[Telegram.]

Aiken's Landing, January 24, 1865.
Tour dispatch of the 24th just received. The names of the vessels

at the front are as follows: Onondaga, Massasoit, and EunchbacJc, below
Dutch Gap; Commodore Morris, at Turkey Bend; Eutaw, at Deep Bot-
^o^iJ^"'ytwK New Market road; Miami, City Point; General Putnam
andOommodore Barney, at the Appomattox Eiver. Several others are
at the Iforfolk navy yard undergoing repairs and expected to return in
a tew days. I will endeavor to get still more vessels to the front as you
request. •'

Wm. a. Parker,
Oommanding Fifth Division North Atlmtic Squadron.

Lientenant-General Grant,
Oommanding Armies of the United States.
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[Telegiam.]

Navy Dbpabtment, January 24, 1865.

Tou have sent no reports to the Department. What force have you
at the front! Where is the Spuyten Buyvil tat^Q^o boat? Have the
enemy's boats come down so you can attack them! Put yourself in

communication with Lieutenant-General Grant and act accordingly,
reporting to this Department direct, daily.

Gideon Welles,
Secretary,

Commander Wm. A. Pabkee,
Senior Naval Officer, City Point, Va.

[Telegram.]

Washington, January Sd, 1865.

The President just sent for me and suggested that Admiral Farragut
should go down to James Eiver, and leaves for Annapolis in an hour.
Before that I had ordered Commodore Eadford, of the Ironsides, to go
up and take command in the James Siver. He will be there to-morrow
afternoon. Captain Parker will be removed to-night if you desire it.

The Saugus has been sent for to return at once to James Biver. The
Atlanta goes up at daylight, and any and all wooden boats at ^Norfolk.

The Roanolce, ironclad frigate, stationed at Point Lookout, has been
ordered to Hampton Boads. The Rhode Island is placed at your serv-

ice at Hampton Boads, and if you do not go for three or four days, I

think I can get off. 1 can not understand why the torpedo boat did
not attack. Do you know any reasons?

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy,

Lieutenant-General Gbant.

[Telegram.]

Washington, January 24, 1865.

I will send an order now removing Commander Parker. The next
in rank is, I think. Commander Nichols, a fair officer. If you deem it

unadvisable you can withhold the order. I will go with you Thursday,
unless I notify you to the contrary to-morrow. The Secretary of War
will send me over to Annapolis in the evening.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

Lieutenant-General Grant.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, January 24, 1865.

Sib: Yon are hereby detached from the command of the James
River Division, and you will immediately transfer to the next officer in
rank your command, and proceed to Hampton Boads and report to the
Department by telegraph.

Gideon Welles,
Secretary.

Commander William A. Parker,
Oomdg. James Biver Division, N. A. B. Squadron, City Point, Ya.
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[Telegram.]

City Point, Va., January 24, 1865.

(Eeceived 10 p. m.)

Commander Nichols will no doubt do. I will advise you as soon as

I know it will be safe for me to leave. It will not be earlier than Thurs-

day morning.
U. S. Grant,

Lieutenant- General.

Assistant Secretary Fox.

[Telegram.]

Headquaetbes Aemy of the James, January 24, 1865.

(Received 10: 16 a. m., 25th.)

I have to report that I have been relieved from the command of the
James Eiver Division. I will be at City Point to morrow morning.

Wm. a. Paeker,
Commander.

Lieutenant-General Geant.

[Telegram.]

FoET Monroe, Va., January 24, 1865—3 p. m.

Commander Parker has this moment reported that the rebel rams
have passed the obstructions in James Eiver.

I have sent the officer* to report to Commodore Badford, at Norfolk,
requesting that the Ironsides may be sent Immediately to Newport
News, and have ordered the Atlanta to the same place.

Joseph Lanman,
Commodore, Ship Minnesota.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, January 24, 1865.

Send all the ironclads within your reach immediately up James
River. Answer.

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Captain J. M. Beeeien,
Commandant Naval Station, Norfolk, Va.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, January 24, 1865.
Send any of your wooden gunboats up the James Eiver. Where is

the Mahopac (monitor) ! Can not she go ? Have the Rhode Island ready
Thursday, and to await orders.

Gideon Welles,
„ . ^ Secretary.
Captain J. M. Berrien,

Commandant Navy Yard, Norfolk, Va.

* See p. 643.
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[Telegram.]

Navy Department, January 24^ 1865,

General Grant reports the rebel rama below the obstructions. You
do not say what ironclads can be sent up to attack them. Let there be
no delay. Where is the torpedo boat Spuyten Buyvil f

Gideon Welles,
Secretary.

Captain J. M. Beeeien,
Commandant Navy Yard, Norfolk.

[Telegram.]

Washington, January 34, 1865—8 p. m.

Proceed up James Eiver with all possible dispatch and assume com-
mand of James River Division. If your vessel will not go up, leave
her and take command at the front, reporting to Lieutenant-General
Grant.

Gideon Welles,
Secretary Navy.

Commodore Wm. Badfobd,
Commanding Ironsides, Hampton Roads or Netcport News.

[Telegram.]

NOEPOLK, January 24, 1865—8:45 p. m.
(Eeoeived 9 p. m.)

All ready; shall leave at early daylight. Saugus is on her way to
Washington. Please send her.

Wm. Radford,
Commodore.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

City Point, Va., January 24, 1865,

Please inform me what ironclads you can send up the river, and how
soon the first will start. They should run night and day until they
reach their destination.

U. 8. Grant,
Lieutenant- General,

Captain J. M. Berrien, U. 8. Navy,
Norfolk, Va,

[Telegram.]

Norfolk, Va., January 24, 1865,

Telegram received. The Atlanta will be sent at once, and the Iron-
sides will follow. Dictator not available.

J. M. Berrien,
Commandant Naval Station.

Lieutenant'General Grant.
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[Telegram.]

FOBT MONBOE, January 34, 1865—9 p. m.
(Received 9:10 p. m.)

Tour dispatch of 6 p. m. is received. I have sent the Atlanta to pro-

ceed up James River as far as possible and report to General Grant.

I have also sent your morning telegram to Captain Berrien, com-

manding navy yard, for the Ironsides to go to Newport News. I will,

however, immediately forward this dispatch to Commodore Radford,

commanding Ironsides. Torpedo boat Spuyten Duyvil is, I believe, in

James River. Admiral Porter has ordered her to be ready to go to sea.

Joseph Lanman,
Commodore. Gomdg. Second Div. North Atlantic Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]
f

City Point, Yx., January 24, 1865.

If it is possible for you to get over the bar at Harrison's Landing,
please mn up the river to the extreme point now occupied by our gun-
boats. I enclose you copy of a dispatch from the honorable Secretary
of the Navy. The importance of having your vessel above is so great
that I request you will make the effort to cross the bar at the expense
of grounding your vessel. Lest you may not have a good pilot for the
upper river, I send one with the steamer carrying this.

U. S. Grant,
Lieutenant- General.

ThOS. J. WOODWAED,
Commanding Gunboat Atlanta.

[Telegram.]

Wab Dbpaetment,
January 34, 1865—9:10 p. m.

Admiral Parragut is ordered to City Point, and will start for Annap-
olis as soon as an extra train can be had. In the meantime Parker has
been removed and Radford ordered to take command of the fleet.

Edwin M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

Lieutenant-General Geant.

[Telegram.

City Point, January 24, 1865.
(Received 9:40 p.m.)

I shall be truly glad to see Admiral Farragut, but in the present
emergency he can be of no service, nor can Captain Radford, though
let him come. There would be no difficulty about getting commanders
of vessels where you want them.

U. S. Geant,
_, ^ . _, Lieutenant-Gen&ral.
Captain Fox.
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I
Telegram.)

Washington, January 24, 1865.

The Ironsides and Atlanta have both started up Jainea River. The
former, on a draft of 16 feet, ought to reach City Point; the latter is

less. The Saugus started from Norfolk for this place, but was sent for

to-day. I do not understand where our torpedo boat is. She ought to

dispose of all the rams if they come below the obstructions. The Rhode
Island, one of the fastest and best ocean steamers, will be at the roads
ready for you Thursday morning. I can not tell until to-morrow
whether I can get off; we are frozen up here. Will telegraph in the
morning.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

Lieutenant-General Grant.

Captain Fox is waiting for an answer; so says telegraph operator.

E. S. Parker.

[Telegram.]

City Point, Va., January 35, 1865—11 a. m.
(Received 1 p. m.)

The rebel fleet ran up the river last night, and this morning passed
onr upper batteries, thus showing present danger to be at an end.
I will leave here at 10 a. m. to-morrow for Cape Fear River. Hope you
will be able to go.

TJ. S. Grant,
Lieutenant- Oen,eral.

Hon. G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary Navy.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, January 25, 1865.

The disposition of naval vessels at the roads which can not go to the
front is left to the senior officer.

Gideon Welles,
Secretary.

Commodore Lanman, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Minnesota, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

[Telegram.]

City Point, Va., January 25, 1865.

I will send ofiBcera to-night to complete the obstructions in the river.

Please give them assistance and protection from the navy.

U. S. Grant,
Lieutenant- General.

Captain Blake, U. S. Navy,
Monitor Onondaga, Joneses Landing.

N w E

—

vol 11 41



642 NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

[Telegram.]

Headquaetees Aemy [of the] James,
January 2'), 18(i5—7 a. m.

Sir: Tour telegrams of 7:30 p. m. and 10 p. m. received.

The force at the front is as follows : Onondaga, Massasoit, ffunchback,

torpedo boat Spuyten Duyvil, launch No, 4, and two tugs; Commodore
Morris, at Turkey Bend; Eutaw, at Deep Bottom; Daylight, at New
Market road; Miami, at City Point; Dawn, at Harrison's Bar; and
General Putnam and Commodore Barney at the Appomattox Kiver.

We attacked the enemy's gunboats yesterday and 4rove them back,
two ironclads and Hewlett's battery. I shall proceed to Hampton
BiOads to-morrow morning.

Wm. a. Parker,
Commander, etc.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

FOET MoNEOE,
\
January] 25, 1865.

SiE: I am relieved from the command of the James Eiver Division
North Atlantic Squadron. If you are the senior ofBcer you will please
to proceed to Aiken's Landing and assume command.

Wm. a. Paekee,
.Commander, U. 8. Navy.

Commander E, T. NiCHt)LS,
U. S. 8. Mendota, James River.

Beport of Captain Sands, IT. S. Navy, transmitting information from Commodore Lanman,
regarding the reported movement of Coi^ederate rams down the liver.

U. 8. S. Fort Jackson,
Off New Inlet, Cape Fear Biver, January 26, 1865.

Admiral : I received the enclosed note from Commodore Lanman as
I was passing the Minnesota on my way out of Hampton Eoads, at
6

: 30 a. m. yesterday (Wednesday). The rebel rams had been reported
as moving down the river the day before, by the arrival of the Don,
which was sent down by Commander Parker with dispatches for you
asking for assistance; and Commodore Lanman ordered the Ironsides
and Atlanta up the river. The latter was underway, standing up river
at 3 p. m. Tuesday, 24th. The Saugus had gone up to Washington
early that day. The enclosed note is subsequent to Commander Par-
ker's dispatches.

I have 140 men from the Colorado, Brooklyn, and Wabash for the
fleet, several officers as passengers, packages for the Malvern, 700
30-pounder shell fuzes, and 22 barrels of powder for the fleet; also, a
mail for the army.

Eespectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

B. F. Sands,

r^ . , . , ^ ^ Captain.
Kear-Admiral D. D. Porter,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Flagship Malvern.
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[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Minnesota,
Hampton Boads, Virginia, January 25, 1865.

Admiral : It is proper to inform you that at 1 p. m. yesterday Liea-

teiiant-Gominander 'Eastman, of the Don, came on board, stating that he
had important dispatches for you from Commander Parker, James Eiver,
with orders to proceed immediately to Fort Fisher to deliver them.
He informed me that the rebel ironclad rams had passed the obstruc-

tions at Dutch Gap, and that Commander Parker desired assistance.

Captain Sands being at that time in my cabin, and would sail immedi-
ately upon receiving a draft of men from the Colorado (I presume in a
few hours), I transferred the dispatches to Captain Sands and ordered
Lieutenant-Commander Eastman to proceed to Norfolk immediately
and report to Commodore Eadford, of the Ironsides, the state of affairs

in James River, with the request that the Ironsides should proceed as
soon as possible to Newport News. I immediately dispatched the
Atlanta to proceed 8 or 9 miles above Newport News.
At 6 p. m. Lieutenant | W. M.

|
Dunn, aid to General Grant, came on

board, stating that General Grant desired the Atlanta to proceed to
Dutch Gap, and 1 at once gave orders for the commander of the Atlanta
to report to Lieutenant-General Grant, and at the same time reported
my action to the Secretary of the Navy. At 8 p. m. I received the fol-

lowing telegram, dated Washington [January 24], 6 p. m.

:

Send the Ironaidet and Atlanta to City Point. There is the danger among the
transports, not at Nevrport News. I trust no navy officer will fail to attack the
enemy without waiting for him. Where is the torpedo boat Spayten Duyvilt

Gideon Wkllbs, Secretary.

Commodore Jos. Lanman,
(Senior Officer, Hampton Roads, on hoard Minnesota.

I dispatched the above telegram immediately to Commodore Radford,
with our pilot, to find the Ironsides, as I presumed she had left her
anchorage off Town Point.
At 10 p. m. I received the following dispatch from General Grant

:

City Point, January 24, 1866.

Two rebel rams passed the obstructions before daylight this morning, but went
back again. Your Tessela can be of service, and I was in hopes some of them were
on the way so as to arrive here during the night.

U. S. Gkant,
lAeutenaut-General.

Commodore Joseph Lanman,
Sampton Boads.

At daylight I ordered the A. D. Vance and Mendota to proceed imme-
diately to.City Point and report to the senior officer present or General
Grant, the Vance to return to the roads as soon as her services in the
river could be dispensed with.

January 26, 1865,

Yesterday morning the Rhode Island was dispatched to recall the
Saugus. The Saugus went up James Eiver this morning. The Rhode
Island is in Hampton Roads waiting to receive Lieutenant-General
Grant, agreeable to the order of the honorable the Secretary of the
Navy. Am just informed that Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Mr.
Fox, will accompany him.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
Joseph Lanman,

Commodore, Comdg. Second Div. North Atlantic Squadron,
and Senior Officer Present.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commandmg North Atlantic Squadron,
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Letter from Bear-Admiral Fortei, IT. S. Navy, to Commander Parker, V. S. Navy, regarding

results expected.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, Gape Fear River, January 26, 1865.

Sir : The orders I sent you regarding detachments of vessels for

other points are revoked, and the torpedo boat will be detained at the

Gap. I would like nothing better than to have the rams and rebel

gunboats come down, with the force you have now with you on the
river. I should certainly expect a report that they had all been
destroyed if that torpedo boat is what she professes to be, and not a
humbug, as I have found all such contrivances. You should be able
to whip the whole rebel Eavy. Your little torpedo boats should 'be

able to whip a ram apiece, and if my instructions are carried out they
will always be in readiness. What you have most to apprehend are
floating torpedoes, which you must avoid by getting booms ahead of

your vessels.

I should be very much disappointed if any vessel of your division
budges an inch downstream owing to any rebel ram.

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Commander W. A, Parker,
Commanding Fifth Division, James River.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to the senior officer in Hampton Boads, regardiig
the V. S. S. Spnyten Dayvil.

Cape Fear River, January 26, 1865.

Sir: If the torpedo boat Spuyten Duyvil is now in Hampton Koads,
you will send her right up James Elver to report to Commander Parker.

EespectfuUy, etc.,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Senior Naval Officer,
Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commander Parker, for the detention of the
V. S. 8. Spuyten Duyvil,

Cape Fear Eiveb, January 26, 1865.
Sir : I hear that the obstructions are washed away in the James

Eiver. Under the circumstances you will detain the '^Spuyten Duyvil.
EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
^ Bear-Admiral.
Commander W. A. Parker,

Commanding Fifth Division, James Biver.

Report of Commander Parker, V. S. Navy, regarding complaints of his conduct made by
Lieutenant-Oeneral Grant, IT. S. Army.

Hampton Roads, Va., January 26, 1865.
Sir: In obedience to your order of the 24th instant, I arrived here

yesterday afternoon at about 4 o'clock and reported by telegraph.



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 645

Lieutenant-General Grant informed me tbat he had asked to have me
removed from the command of the James River Squadron for the fol-

lowing reasons, viz: I had not collected a sulficient number of vessels
at the front, and that I had allowed the obstructions in the river to be
removed by the freshet without reporting the fact to him.
With regard to the first complaint, 1 can prove that I have constantly

endeavored to have more vessels sent to me. I have written many
letters to Bear-Admiral Porter, to Captain J. M. Berrien, commandant
of the Norfolk navy yard, to the naval constructor, Mr. Hauscom, and
to the chief engineer, Mr. Zeller, urging them to send me more vessels;
and finding that there was a deadlock at the navy yard, I sent the
U. 8. S. Bon to communicate with Bear-Admiral Porter and ask him to

send me more vessels at once. This I thought the quickest way to get
the monitors up the river to the front. I can produce copies of these
letters for the inspection of the Navy Department.

I had the obstructions in the river examined after the freshet, and
the oflScer reported that, although they had been injured, theywere not
passable for an ironclad.

I was not aware that General Grant was dissatisfied with me until I

received your telegraphic order detaching me from the command.
I pray that you will order an investigation of the facts.

I kept the monitor Onondaga out of range of the enemy's batteries by
direction of Rear-Admiral Porter, but when the rebel ironclads came
down in sight I attacked them and Howlett's battery. We struck the
rebel ironclads several times and they withdrew from the fight and
went up the river. We were assisted by our batteries on shore.

I shall be most happy to return to my command in the James River
or be otherwise employed.
Nearly all the vessels in James River are in want of repairs, which I

have reported to Rear-Admiral Porter several times.

I humbly trust that the Department will allow me the opportunity to

prove that I have done my duty.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. a. Parker,
Commander.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

City Point, Va., January 26, 1865.

(Received 12:30 p. m.)

Sir : I have the honor to report my arrival at 10 a. m. this morning,
and have reported to General Grant, as ordered.

Wm. Radford,
Commodore.

Hon. Gideon Welles.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Army [op the] James,
January 26, 1865—5 p. m.

(Received 7 :30 p.m.)

Arrived here last night. The Onondaga, Spuyten Buyvil, Hunchback,
and torpedo launch No. 4 just below obstructions.
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Two schooners, coal laden, were sunk last night where the ram
broke through. The raims are reported at their old anchorage near Fort

Darling. The Atlanta arrived this morning, and is now aground. As
soon as she is afloat she will go to the extreme front. The Ironsides is

above City Point, on her way up.

I have with me the Miami, Massasoit, Eutaw, and Commodore Morris.

The engineers in charge of the Spuyten Duyvil and launch are both

absent; their presence is needed immediately.
E. T. Nichols.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of Navy.

[Telegram.]

Headquaktbes Abmies of the United States,
January 26, 1865.

SiE: Your telegram of the 25th. All appears to be right. Eadford
is at his post with ample force. Things do not look well for Parker.

D. G. Fakeagut,
Vice-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

U. S. S. New Ieonsides,
City Point, January 27, 1865.

(Keceived 12: 05 p. m.)

I returned from obstructions at midnight with Admiral Farragut,
who has left in the Bon for Annapolis. A deserter informed General
Ord that some torpedo boats were in Jones Creek, nearly opposite
Newport News, The frigates at Hampton Roads could send a boat
expedition and capture the party. General Shepley, at Norfolk, if con-
sulted, might have useful information.

Wm. Raufoed,
Commodore.

Hon. G. Welles.

[Telegram.]

Washington, January 27, 1865.

Have investigated the absence of engineer from Spuyten Duyvil and
launch and report.

Gideon Welles,
Secretary Navy.

Commodore Radpoed, U. S. Navy.

Beport of Commodoie Badfoid, V. S. Navy, regarding the retention of certain Tesseli.

U. S. S. New Ironsides,
Bermuda Hundred, January 27, 1865.

SiE : I have the honor to report that in obedience to orders from the
Secretary of the Navy, I took command of the James River flotilla,
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and in view of the difficulties here it is absolutely necessary that the
Hunchhack, Massasoit, and Spuyten Duyvil should be retained in the
division for the present.

I am ordered by the honorable Secretary of the Navy to telegraph
daily the affairs in the division, and have done so in regard to the deten-
tion of aforesaid vessels.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. Eadfobd,
Commodore, Commanding.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Flagship Malvern.

BepoTt of lieutenant Simmer, IT. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Massasoit.

U. S. S. Massasoit,
James River, Virginia, January 24, 1865.

Sib : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part
taken by this vessel in the action of to-day:
At 9 : 50 a. m. I received the order to get underway and proceed up

the river, prepared for action. At 10 : 08 a. m. was underway, and, pass-
ing the U. S. S. Hunchback, took station astern of the IT. S. S. Onondaga
and proceeded up within range of the swamp and Howlett house bat-
teries. At 10 : 12 beat to quarters and prepared the ship for action. At
10:35 opened fire upon the swamp and Howlett house batteries. At
11:55 a. m. ceased firing and dropped down below Dutch Gap Canal
and went to dinner. At 12 : 16 p. m. came to anchor off Aiken's Land-
ing astern of the U, S. S. Onondaga. Being for the greater part of the
time very nearly abreast of the Crow's Nest battery, of which the
enemy have very accurate range, we were struck several times by shot
and shell, but sustained no serious injury. Too much credit can not be
given to the officers and crew for the manner in which they conducted
themselves during the action. It being the first action the crew ever
participated in, they deserve special commendation, acting, as they did,

like veterans. Our list of wounded amounts to five. For full particu-
lars of wounded and injuries received I would most respectfully refer

you to the enclosed reports of the surgeon, chief engineer, boatswain,
and carpenter. Injuries in the sailmaker's department are entirely
unimportant. At the first start there was a slight difficulty with the
engine, which detained us a few moments.

I am, sir. very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. Watson Sumhee,
Lieutenant, Commanding pro tern.

Commander Wm. A. Pabkeb,
Commanding Fifth Division, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

[EncloBures.]

U. S. S. Massasoit,
James River, January 24, 1865.

Sib : The following is a list of the wounded in the engagement of
to-day

:

William Mosher, seaman ; in head and back, serious.

Charles Fogarty, landsman; in shoulder, slight.

William G. Hudson, landsman; in right breast, serious.
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James S. K. Black, landsman; contusion, slight.

Horace H. Eandali, boy; contusion, slight.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Latson,

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. Navy.

Lieutenant G. W. Sumnbe,
Commanding.

U. S. S. Massasoit,
James River, Virginia, January 24, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to report that during the action of this day
the following injuries have occurred to the machinery of this vessel:

One of the arms of tlie starboard wheel cut entirely in two, the shot
afterwards striking the cast-iron bracket supporting the shaft, break-
ing out a piece about 10 inches in diameter, driving it into the timbers,
and so bulging out the planking on the inside as to break off some of
the connections of the distilling apparatus.

1 am in hopes to be able to supply the ship with fresh water until an
officer can be sent to Norfolk and obtain the required pipe to repair it.

The escape steam pipe was cut by a piece of shell, but that is already
repaired.
The department is ready for action.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Levi K. Green,

Senior Engineer.
G. Watson Sumner, U. S. Navy,

Lieutenant and Executive Officer, U. S. S. Massasoit.

U. S. S. Massasoit,
Aiken's Landing, James River, January 24, 1865.

Sir: I have respectfully to report that during the engagement this
morning the elevating screw of the forward 100-pouuder Parrott rifle
was broken.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. B. Jarvis,

Lieutenant G. W. Sumner,
Commanding Massasoit.

Acting Gunner.

U. S. S. Massasoit,
James River, Virginia, January 24, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to report the following injuries received in the
boatswain's department during the action of the day : Starboard lower
boom topping lift shot away, also three ratlines of starboard forward
rigging, a portion of the port forward boarding netting, and the port
forward sheer pole.

Respectfully submitted. D. H. Thayer,
^ .

Chief Boatswain's Mate.
Lieutenant G. W. Sumner,

Executive Officer.
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U. S. S. Massasoit.
James Eiver, Tirginia, January 24, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to report the following injuries received in

the carpenter's department of this vessel during the action of today:
1. Shot through bulwarks, forward of tbe port forward pivot gun's

ports.

2. Shot passed through the launch, cutting in two six oars and two
boat hooks, carrying away the boom stretcher and passing through the
opposite hammock nettings.
Foremast slightly damaged by fragment of shell, 10 feet below top;

starboard fore yardarm slightly damaged by shell.

One arm of starboard paddle wheel cut iu two, and a piece about 10
inches in diameter was cut out of the cast-iron support for shaft and
driven into the ship's side.

Kespectfully submitted. Geo. Swerdna,
Carpenter's Mate.

Lieutenant G. W. Sumner,
Executive Officer.

Abstract log of the IT. S. S. UasBasoit, CommandeT B. T. Benshaw, IT. S. Navy.

January 24, 1865.—At 2 : 45 a. m. the Onondaga slipped her chain
and went down below the pontoon bridge and came to anchor. At 3
slipped our chain and stood up and down the river. From 4 to 8 a. m.

:

Ship underway running up and down the river above the pontoon
bridge. At 5 : 30 mail tug came down the river. Heavy firing along
the front. At 6:45 heard the sound of a heavy report up the river.

Picket boat returned and reported a rebel ram below the obstructions.
At 7 : 15 steamed up to our anchorage, got our chain, and banked fires.

At 7 : 30 picket boat and ironclad torpedo boat Stromholi came down the
river, reported one of the rebel steamers blown up. At 8 : 30 th e Hunch-
hack came up the river. Received a torpedo from the Stromholi. At
9 : 30 the Onondaga got underway and proceeded up the river. At 9 : 50
received orders to proceed up the river and prepare for action. At
10 : 08 got underway and stood up the river and took our station astern
ot the Onondaga, within range of Howlett's house and swamp batteries.

At 10:12 beat to quarters and prepared ship for action. At 10:35
opened fire upon the swamp and Hewlett house batteries. While
engaged with the batteries we were struck 8 times by the enemy's shot
and shell. Sustained no serious injury. One shell wounded 5 of our
men. At 11:55 ceased firing and dropped out of range. At 12:15
p. m. came to anchor and beat the retreat. At 1:15 the Onondaga
and torpedo boats came down the river and anchored.

Report of Commodore Badford, V. 8. Kavy, transmitting report of lientenant-Commander
Blake, V. S. Navy, while in temporary command of James Biver Division,

U. S. S. New Ironsides,
Off Bermuda Hundred, January 28, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose Lieutenant-Commander Blake's
report.

As soon as I arrived at this place, on the 26th instant, I took a tag
and proceeded to the front and found the Onondaga close to the obstruc-
tions. The Atlanta came up after my arrival and was anchored ahead
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of the Onondaga. The 8augus arrived next morning ; has been anchored

below the Onondaga.
Three of the wooden vessels are anchored just out of range of the

rebel battery to support the iron vessels in case of an attack. Before I

arrived General Grant had ordered the breach made in the obstructions

filled up with two schooners loaded with coal. We are prepared, and

should they have [the] temerity to make another attack you will, I trust,

hear a good account of tis.

Lieutenant-Commander Blake I found in command of the Onondaga,

and have kept him in command, which I hope will meet with your

approval.
I have been constantly employed getting the vessels m their proper

places.

There are so many rumors that it requires constant vigilance to be

prepared at all points.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wm. Eadfoed,

Commodore, Commanding Fifth Division.

Eear-Admiral David D. Portee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, MagshipMalvern.

BepoTt of Lientenant-Commandei Blake, V. 8. Navy.

U. S. S. Onondaga,
James River, Virginia, January 26, 1865.

Sib : I respectfully submit the following report for your information

:

At daylight on the morning of the 25th instant Commander William
A. Parker, U. S. Navy, came alongside the Euiaw, then at anchor at

Varina bridge, and informed me that he had been removed from the
command of the division by the honorable Secretary of the Navy.
"You being the senior officer present, I turn the command over to you,"
and immediately left for City Point.

As I was ignorant of the stations of the vessels of the division and of
the location of the rebel rams, but learning that the rebels had destroyed
the obstructions placed in the channel at Trent's Eeach, I presumed it

was their intention to force their way down the river. I immediately
left theEutaw in charge of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Simmons, went
on board the Onondaga, gave orders to get the ship underway as soon
as possible, and telegraphed to Lieutenant-General Grant that I had
assumed command of the division, and would go up the river and meet
the rams at the obstructions.
A short time after coming on board the Onondaga, Chief Engineer

Henderson reported to me that he would be able to use the port engines
(having succeeded in clearing the obstruction which had fouled the
propeller while moving the night previous). I anchored the Onondaga
just below the obstructions and directed the Hunchback to take a posi-
tion just ahead of me, to protect the vessel against torpedo boats, and
the other vessels of the squadron out of the direct range of the rebel
batteries; giving the commanders orders that the moment the rebel
rams made their appearance they were immediately to come up to the
support of the Onondaga, at the same time impressing upon them the
vital importance of preventing the rams from passing down the river;
that they were to run foul of the rams and try to force them aground
under the fire of our batteries. I then turned my attention to the tor-
pedo boats; not a torpedo on board of them could be exploded; the
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powder in them was renewed and, on trial, we found them in working
order. I found that both of the officers having charge of these boats

were absent, and was informed that Captain Parker had telegraphed

for their immediate return. At Aiken's Landing I found two schooners

filled with coal, which had been sent up by Lieutenant General Grant
for the purpose of being sunk in that part of the channel which had
been used by the rebel rams. As directed, they were sunk between
obstructions Nos. 2 and 4, north passage, which I now think completely
obstructs that channel. Three torpedoes, of 150 pounds of powder
each, were placed in line a short distance above Dutch Gap Canal and
Fort Brady. I directed that the large iron torpedoes sunk by the •

rebels at Aiken's Landing should be raised and immediately prepared
for use. At 7 p. m. I received a message from Commander Nichols, of

the Mendota, that he had arrived at Aiken's Landing, " Understand the
situation; go on with your arrangements; I will see you in the morn-
ing." He came on board at 9 a. m., when I turned over the command
to him. I take great pleasure in bringing to your notice the ability

and energy with which Chief Engineer Henderson, of this vessel, got
her engine in working order, and the valuable assistance he gave me
in getting the torpedo vessels and torpedoes ready for use. I am con-

fident that I should have received the most hearty cooperation of the
other commanding ofQcers. I was confident that by engaging the rams
at the obstructions we could either destroy them or prevent their pass-

ing down the river.

Hoping that my actions during the short period that I was in charge
of the division will meet with your approval, I am,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Homer C. Blake,

Lieutenant-Commander, U. S, Navy.

Kear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Letter from Bear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Lientenant-Commander Blake, IT. S. Navy,
commending his action -while in temporary command.

Cape Fear Eiver, February 4, 1865.

Sib : I have received your report in relation to the course you pursued
while in command of the James Kiver Division. Had your predecessor
done as well we should now have been in possession of the whole rebel
navy and on our way to Eichmond. The Onondaga I consider a match
for the whole, rebel fleet, and I feel mortified that with all my instruc-
tions I failed to impress the late commander of the division with the
importance of acting coolly and energetically if an occasion offered.

Your conduct meets my hearty approval.
Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander H. C. Blake,
Commanding Onondaga, James River.

Abstract log of the IT. S. 8. Entaw, Lientenant-Commander H. C. Blake, U. 8. Navy.

January 21, 1865.—At anchor in James Eiver. At 6:30 p. m. the
Bon passed up the river.

January 23.—Heavy firing heard in the direction of Dutch Gap.
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January 24.—Heavy firing heard throughout the day in the direction

of Dutch Gap.
January 25.—At 3 a. ni. heavy guns heard from our own and the

rebel batteries. At 3: 30 got underway and proceeded up the river.

Came to anchor at the pontoon bridge. The tug Epsilon came along-

side with Captain Parker; left at 6:25. Got underway and steamed

up the river. Ilan a line to the tug Alpha and she started ahead of us.

At G: 50 let go line and anchored near Aiken's Landing. The tug
Alpha came alongside and Captain Blake left the ship to take tempo-

rary command of the Onondaga and this division, leaving Acting Volun-

teer Lieutenant Simmons in command of this ship.

January 20.—Commences clear and cold. Boats on picket. One
boat sent up river in charge of Acting Ensign Morgan to lay torpedoes.

At 3 a. m. Mr. Morgan returned, having accomplished successfully the

laying of three torpedoes.

Abstract log of the IT. S. S. Hnncbback, Lieutenant Joseph P. Fyffe, IT. 8. Ifavy.

January 22^ 1865.—At 8 : 40 p. m. heavy firing was heard in a south-

westerly direction.

January 24.—From midnight to 4 a. m., heavy firing at intervals in

direction of Dutch Gap. Prom 4 to 8 a. m., steamer M. Martin came
up the river with orders for us to proceed up the river. Immedi-
ately slipped our cable and proceeded up to Jones's Landing and
reported to the senior officer on board the ironclad Onondaga. At 9
the captain left the ship and went on board the Onondaga for further
orders. At 9 : 20 Captain Pyffe returned with orders to proceed up the
river and attack the wooden boats of the euemj', if there were any. At
9:30 the Onondaga and the rest of the fleet got underway and proceeded
up the river. At 10 we opened on the enemy's ironclads and battery;
continued firing until meridian,, when we dropped down the river.
Shell expended: IX-inch, 33 10-second, 6 15-second; lOO-pounder,
3 10-second, 4 15-second. Prom meridian to 4 p. m., vessel lying off
Dutch Gap Canal. The fleet dropped down below Dutch Gap Caual at
1 : 20 p. m. At 1 : 45 p. m., got underway and proceeded down the river
in obedience to orders of division commander. At 8 p. m. came to
anchor below the canal.
January 25.—At 2 : 30 a. m. heavy firing with muskets and great

guns in the direction of Dutch Gap. At 3 : 30 saw smoke in the vicin-
ity of the vessel and slipped anchor to be in readiness for action. At
10 proceeded up the river and came to anchor off Crow's Nest. At
9 : 30 p. ni. two boats left the ship in charge of Captain Pyffe, Acting
Master E. K. Valentine, and Acting Master Sias; proceeded up the river
and returned at 11 : 30.

January 26.—At 3 p. m. the rebel batteries opened fire. Got under-
way and went down river.

January 27.—At 11 : 20 a. m. the ironclad Saugus passed up the river
and anchored astern of the Onondaga.
January 28.—Clear, cold weather. River frozen over. At 4:15

a. m. got underway and returned to our station below the canal. At
2 p. m. the Commodore Morris got underway and proceeded down the
river. At 2: 30 the rebels opened fire on us from Howlett's house bat-
tery; we got underway and steamed out of range.
January 29.—At 12 : 30 p. m, got underway to proceed down the

Deep Bottom. On arriving at the pontoon bridge we could not get
through on account of the ice.
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Beport of Second Assistant Engineer Stone, IT. S. Navy, in temporary command of the V. S. S.

Spnyten Suyvil.

U. S. S. Spuyten Duyvil,
James Biver, Virginia, January 31, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report that several days previous to the 23d
instant 1 had information from Commander Parker, commanding James
Eiver fleet, that the rebel fleet on the James Elver was about to descend,
force their way through our obstructions of sunken vessels above Dutch
Gap, if possible destroy our fleet, and capture City Point. On the
morning of the 23d instant, while lying a few ships' lengths below the
U. S. S. Onondaga, Commander Parker ordered me to get the Spuyten
Duyvil underway and go above his vessel, as I was no protection to him
whatever while lying there. I obeyed the order, got up anchor, steamed
a few yards above the steamer Onondaga and came to anchor. During
the day I suggested to Commander Parker thenecessity of taking a more
advantageous position by moving farther up and more into the left bank
of the river; received permission, and moved the vessel accordingly at
4 p. m., with everything ready for action. About 8 p. m. was hailed by
Mr. Hays, executive officer of the Onondaga, to be prepared for imme-
diate action. At 9:30 p. m. was again hailed by Mr. Hays, of the
Onondaga, to go to quarters, which I immediately obeyed, and remained
at quarters until 11 : 30 p. m., when 1 was hailed by Mr. Hays and
again ordered to quarters. At this time a rocket was sent up in the
direction of Dutch Gap. About this time the Onondaga got underway
and dropped down the river out of our sight. At 2:30 a. m. of the
24th the torpedo boat No. 4, Second Assistant Engineer W. [P.] Fort
in charge, came down the river. I hailed them while passing, but was
unable to understand their reply. About 3 p. m. Mr. Port returned
with verbal orders for the Spuyten Duyvil and torpedo boat No. 4 to go
to the obstructions and attack the rams. We immediately got under-
way. When about a mile up, the vessel ran aground ; backed her off

and started again. While on our way met the U. S. S. Massasoit picket
launch, who reported a boat of some kind moving up and down the river
at the same time they moved. I then proceeded up the river to the
obstructions, but was unable to discover any vessel; remained close to

the obstructions until 5 : 30 a. m., when we dropped down the river a
short distance and came to anchor. At 6 a. m. sent a boat on shore in
charge of Acting Third Assistant Engineer B. S. Heath, who reported
two steamers and steam coming from other vessels, all lying under the
guns of rebel batteries. At6:30 saw a terrific explosion take place in
the vicinity of the rebel fleet and supposed it to be one of their vessels
blown up. At 7 a. m. got underway, proceeded down the river, and
came to anchor near Aiken's Landing. At 10 : 15 a. m. the U. S. S.
Onondaga came up the river. On coming near our stern Mr. Hays
hailed and ordered us to get underway and prepare the vessel for action.

We immediately got up anchor and steamed up the river astern of the
Onondaga. On arriving near the obstructions, I saw atowboat coming
from the Onondaga, and thinking they wished to communicate with this

vessel, I sent Acting Third Assistant Engineer B. S. Heath on deck to
ascertain ; received orders to go within hailing distance of the Onondaga,
which order I obeyed and laid near her during the engagement between
our vessels and the rebel steamers, which lasted about three-quarters
of an hour. We then went alongside of the Onondaga and assisted in
towing her down the river to Aiken's Landing. I will here state that
on several occasions previous to the rebel steamers coming down the
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river, I suggested to Commander Parker the necessity of having a pilot

on board this vessel, but was unable to obtain one until the evening of

the 24th iustant.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0. H. Stone,

Second Assistant Engineer, Commanding pro tern.

First Assistant Engineer John L. Lay,
Commanding Steamer Spuyten Duyvil.

BepoTt of First Assistant Engineer lay, TJ. S. Navy, regarding his expedition to New York in

accordance with instrtiotions from Commander Parker, U. 8. Navy.

U. S. Torpedo Boat Spuyten Duyvil,
James Kiver Fleet, January 31, 1865.

Sir: In obedience to an order from Commander William A. Parker,
dated January (i, I proceeded to I^ew York to procure the necessary
shells and plating for this vessel, and was recalled from there by tele-

graph and ordered to join my vessel at this station, which I did yester-

day, January 30, and immediately reported to the division ofiQcer.

I had an interview with Lieutenant-General Grant on the evening of
January 4, and gave him a description of the vessel, and also stated to

him that I had received orders from Commander Parker to proceed
up the river, clear the obstructions, and attempt the destruction of
the rebel rams as soon as I could procure the necessary shells. The
general did not deem it advisable to attack the rams until there was a
cooperative movement by the Army and Navy. I mentioned to Com-
mander Parker the result of my interview with General Grant, and
then proceeded north to procure the necessary material referred to in
Commander Parker's order.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John L. Lay,
[First Assistant Engineer], Commanding Spuyten Duyvil.

Commodore W. Eadford, U. S. Navy,
Commanding James River Fleet.

TTnofficial report of Krst Assistant Engineer Lay, U. S. Navy, of the U. 8. S. Spuyten Duyvil.

U. S. Torpedo Boat Spuyten Duyvil,
James River, Virginia, February 8, 1865.

Dear Sir: 1 wrote you at length yesterday in relation to the late
raid, and also enclosed a copy of Mr. Stone's report to me. The follow-
ing, I think, will be interesting to you, and illustrate some of the little
annoyances we labor under here

:

When the Spuyten Duyvil first came up the river she had on deck
twenty-three loaded torpedoes, which I was obliged to carry there
owing to want of room below. The Onondaga could not receive them,
and Captain Parker would not allow them to remain where they were
and did not provide any suitable place for them. Professor Maillefert
kindly gave me permission to keep the shells in his cave, a kind of
magazine, where he stored his powder temporarily. Accordingly, the
shells were removed from our deck and placed there, where they
remained until I became satisfied that the dampness of the place would
prove injurious to them.
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There was an empty caual boat lying at Aiken's Landing. Mr. Stone
called npon the commissary in whose charge she was and obtained per-

mission to place them there for the time being. The boat was little

better than the cave, but could accommodate a larger number, and as
more torpedoes were arriving, I accepted the gentleman's kind offer

and the torpedoes were deposited there until such time as was necessary
to use them.
On my return from the North, I learned that the powder in the shells

was damp and required renewing, which was done under my own super-
intendence. While engaged in this, I found it necessary, after empty-
ing the shells, to place a little fresh powder in the priming tube and
explode a cap in order to guard against the possibility of the shells

missing fire. I did this myself and at a safe distance from the powder
on the canal boat. Some one in the meantime reported to General Ord
that parties were burning powder in the boat and endangering the
lives and property of persons in that vicinity. The case was greatly
exaggerated to Commodore Radford, who, in writing to Captain Nichols
in relation to the affair, suggested that the parties should be severely
punished.

I placed the matter before Captain Nichols (who is flag-officer) in its

true light, and the affair was adjusted with the commodore.
On the evening of February 6, Captain Blake, of the Onondaga, sent

for me and stated that a telegram from Fort Brady informed him that
the rams were moving down the river, and that I should have every-
thing in readiness to attack them. I immediately started down the
river in a small boat to procure more torpedoes, as I had but twelve on
board (all I could stow), which I deemed insufficient in case we had to

advance up the river. I likewise desired to see Captain Nichols, and
make one more effort to procure a pilot. When I arrived at the canal
boat I was surprised to find the shells gone. I was informed by the
keeper in charge that an army tugboat had removed the torpedoes that
afternoon, he knew not where, but the captain of the tug said his orders
were to carry them down the river and stow them in a magazine, and
when it was suggested to him the propriety of informing us of their

destination, said, in reply, that his orders were to remove them and not
hunt the whole river for us. I at once informed Captain Nichols of the
transaction. He was perfectly astonished and said he would enquire
into the case in the morning, which he kindly did. The rams did not
come down, but if they had, and it had been necessary for us to use
thirty or more torpedoes, we should not have known where to find

them, consequently the ship would have been obliged to retire out of
action.

The above statements are facts, and comments are needless.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. L, Lay.
Chief Engineer W. W. W. Wood, U. S. Navy,

Ifew York City.

Beport of Commander Farker, IT. S. Kavy.

Norfolk, Va., January 31, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 26th instant.

When the rebel rams came down the river I ordered both torpedo
boats to endeavor to destroy them, but they failed to do so. The reason
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assigned was unsatisfactory. The Spuyten Duyvil was in charge of

Acting Second Assistant Engineer [0. H.] Stone, Mr. John L. Lay
being absent in 'Hew York after shells and other apparatus. The
steam picket cutter was in charge of Acting Master's Mate [W. H.]

Bolton and Second Assistant Engineer [W. P.] Fort, of the Onondaga.
I moved the Onondaga below the pontoon bridge because I thought

there would be more room to maneuver the vessel, and to avoid the
batteries bearing on Dutch Gap. . The vessels now in James Eiver are

enough to capture the whole rebel fleet if they are within supporting
distance, but this will leave several important points exposed, I regret

very much that I did not receive your letter of the 26tli instant before,

in which case I should have remained at the obstructions, but I

thought my chances of capturing the whole fleet would be increased by
allowing them to come down the river to the bridge, where I intended
to attack them. This decision I now think was wrong, and I beg your
forgiveness for it. Only allow me one more chance to retrieve my repu-
tation and your good opinion, and I shall be happy; one unfortunate
mistake ought not to ruin the hopes of a whole lifetime.

I earnestly beg that you will grant me your protection and patronage
and I shall be indebted to you forever, and I ask one more chance to
save myself in your estimation.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wm. a. Parkee,

Commander.
Eear-Admiral D. D. Poe'ier,

Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Abstract log of the IT. S. S. Onondaga.

January 23, 1865.—At 8:30 p. m. heard heavy firing in the direction
of Fort Brady and Hewlett's battery. At 10:30 p. m. received a dis-
patch from the Signal Tower, stating rebel boats removing the obstruc-
tions in Trent's Eeach. Saw a rocket fired from our pickets ; went to
quarters.

January 24.—All hands at quarters. At 1 : 20 a. m. beat the retreat.
Heavy firing in the direction of Trent's Eeach. At 2 : 10 picket launch
No. 4 and tug Alpha came down and reported rebel vessel below the
obstructions. Tug Epsilon came down the river, went to quarters. At
3 hove up anchor and dropped down below the pontoon bridge in
charge of pilot, got aground on the south bank, ran a hawser to the
tug Alpha, who pulled us off. At 8: 30 a. m. weighed anchor and went
up river with tug Alpha helping us. Went up in company with gun-
boats Massasoit and Hunchback and torpedo boat Spuyten Duyvil. At
10

: 30 came to anchor in 5 fathoms off Sleepy Hollow. At 10 : 45 engaged
two rebel rams, distant about one-half mile. At 11 : 10 one left and
went up the river. At 12 the other left and went up out of range
Fired itom forward turret—5 XV-inch solid shot, 3 8-inch rifle shot,
chilled ends. From after turret—5 XV-inch solid shot, 5 8 inch solid
shot, 3 8-inch percussion shell. Hit the rebel rams several times.
Spuyten Duyvil and tug Epsilon came alongside, got underway, dropped
down to Aiken's landing and anchored. Had our whaleboat and two
dingeys stove in during the engagement with the rebel rams.
January 55.—Lieutenant-Commander H, C, Blake in command, tem-

porarily. At 3 a. m. tug Alpha came alongside and reported that the
M%am% had anchored above the pontoon. Heavy artillery firing near
Port Brady, The Munchlaclc reported the rebel rams moving up the
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river. All hands employed iu stripping schooner ready to sink. From
4 to C p. m. heavy firing from Fort Brady and (he rebel rams. At 8: 10

p. in. the schooners for the obstructions were towed up the river. At
9 Mr. Hays returned, having sunk two army schooners in the obstruc-
tions.

January 20.—From meridian to 4 p. m. the rebel batteries firing on
signal battery. Vice-Admiral Farragat came on board.
January 27.—At 11 p. m. tlie Eutaid'a boat came down from the

obstructions with rebel torpedo boat in tow.

Letter &om the Secretary of the Navy to the commandant navy yard, Norfolk, regarding
the conduct of Commander Parker, V. S. Navy.

Navy Department, January 31, 1865.

Sir: I transmit herewith the communications from Lieutenant-Gen-
eral Grant to the Department concerning the conduct of Commander
W. A. Parker. You will enquire into such matters as naturally suggest
themselves upon examination of these papers. Also why the Saugus
was not brought to the front and also why Commander Parker did not
inform the Department of his situation and inability to obtain neces-

sary assistance.

Very respectfully, Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Commodore C. H. Bell,
Norfolk Navy Yard, Norfolk, Va.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to the commandant navy yard, Norfolk, to proceed to the
examination of officers in the case of Commander Parker, V. S. Navy.

Navy Department, February 6, 1865.

Sir: The steamer Baltimore is placed at your disposal to enable you
to go to the front and examine Lieutenant-General Grant and such
officers of the Navy and Army as are cognizant of any information con-
cerning the late movements of the rebel vessels.

It is important for the honor of the Navy that a full and impartial
enquiry should be made, especially as to the absence of officers and the
commander of the Spuyten Buyvil, her condition for service, and all

other vessels; whether the senior officer sent for the commander of the
Spuyten Duyvil after he learned that the rebel vessels were coming;
whether he informed the Department that a raid was expected ; whether
he dropped down in the Onondaga on the approach of the rebel vessels;

whether the Atlanta, Ironsides, and Saugus were sent for, and at what
time after Lieutenant=Genera1 Grant notified the senior officer that the
rebels were expected; whether the Atlanta and Ironsides were ordered
to Newport News, and if so, by whom and for what reason ; and all

other information tending to elucidate the subject, together with the
opinion of the court upon the conduct of the officers, the condition of the
vessels, and particularly whether any officer has violated the ninth or
tenth sections of article third, of the Gules for the Government of the
Navy.

Very respectfully,

Gideon Welles,
\Secretary of the Navy.]

Commodore Chas. H. Bell, U. S. Navy,
Nary Yard, Norfolk, Va.

N w R
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Letter from Bear-Admiral Porter, TJ. S. Wavy, to Commander Parker, V. S. Navy.

Cape Fear Eiveb, February 14, 1865.

SiB: I have received your letter of Slst nltimo, and although I can

well feel for you and regret the position in which yon have been placed,

I do not feel that 1 can do anything in the matter until a court ofenquiry

decides in relation to the motives or necessity which induced you t >

leave the station assigned the Onondaga.
¥o man ever had a better chance than you had to make yoursolf

known to the world, and the enemy presented you with the opportunity

I have been so long desirous of meeting.
As the Department has taken this matter in charge, I prefer leaving

it in their hands, and if your motives were such as you represent them,

I trust that you will be able to make a court of enquiry satisfied on
that point.

The Department could pursue but one course in your case; private

considerations must give way to the public good, and it must have been
as mortifying to them as it was to me to see such an opportunity lost

of destroying the whole rebel fleet, to say nothing of the odium brought
upon the Navy.
We now know that all those rams were at our mercy, and if we had

lost the Onondaga in the struggle, we would have been amply repaid

by' the result, if we had destroyed them.
Kespectfally, your obedient servant,

David D. Poeteb,
Bear-Admiral.

Commander W. A. Paeker, TJ. S. Navy,
Norfolk, Va.

Beport of Bear-Admiral Porter, IT. 8. Kavy, regarding injuries to one of the Confederate iron-

clads by shot from the V. S. S. Onondaga.

Washington City, April 25, 1865.
Sir : While in Richmond I met a person who informed me that he

had served as pilot on board one of the ironclads (rebel) which came
down to attack our forces. He stated that one shot (solid) from the
Onondaga passed through both sides of the one with which he was
engaged, inflicting serious injury to the hull and killing and wounding
several of the crew. One XV-inch shell from the Onondaga's gun
struck the same ironclad on the knuckle and the shell entered 3 or 4
feet, but, not exploding, did no material damage. Another (solid) shot
is said to have struck the same ironclad on the casemate, shattering it
very much. The three shots mentioned so disabled the rebel vessel
that she could not have gone into action. I merely mention what was
told me and which I believe to be true. It shows the effect of the XV-
inch shot on heavy built works.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.
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Extract from report of Colonel Abbot, U. S. Army, commanding siege artUlery.

659

Headquarters Siege Artillery,
Broadway Landing, Va., March 4, 1865,

Major: I would respectfully submit the following report, heretofore
delayed by my absence, of the operations of my command during the
action with the rebel fleet in January last, and would request that it

may be forwarded to department headquarters, with a favorable en-
dorsement upon my application for brevets for the officers command-
ing the batteries:
On the uight of January 23, 1865, three rams, the wooden gunboat

Drewry, a small steam torpedo boat, and perhaps more, passed Fort
Brady about 8 p. m., under cover of the darkness. They received about
twenty-five shots from the fort—armament, two 100-pounder Parrotts
and three 30-pounder Parrotts. The fort was instantly opened upon
by the rebel land batteries, mounting some dozen guns, and their fire

soon disabled one of the 100-pounder guns. The fleet passed on to a
point near the rebel Howlett's battery, out of range of Fort Brady.
My batteries below Fort Brady were three in number: Parsons and
Wilcox—armament, one lOO-ponnder Parrott and one X-inch sea-coast
mortar; Spofford—armament, one 32-pounder Parrott, placed in posi-

tion about 7 a. m. ; and Sawyer—armament, one 100-pounder Parrott
and two X-inch sea-coast mortars. About 10 p. m. a ram succeededin
reaching and began removing the obstructions, receiving 31 shots from
the mortar in Wilcox and 9 from those in Sawyer, with musketry fire

from all the spare artillerymen while so engaged. At 3 a. m. one ram
passed the obstructions and anchored about 600 yards above Sawyer,
where she remained for 45 minutes. This position was only exposed to
mortar fire. One shell fired at 60 degrees elevation struck her, and
she immediately moved up the river; 19 shells had been fired at her
while lying in this position. During the night 44 rounds from the 100-

pounder and 24 rounds from the mortar in Parsons and Wilcox and 3
rounds from the 100-pounder in Sawyer were fired at the fieet above
the obstructions. The darkness prevented the effect of this fire from
being known.
At daylight two rams and the Drewrywere discovered aground near

left bank, some 1,500 yards above Parsons. Fire was at once opened
from that battery with long percussion shell from the 100-pounder.
Thesecond shot struck the Drewry and the third exploded her magazine,
completely destroying her. The following table shows the fire upon
the fleet after daylight, before it escaped up the river, about noon

:

Battery. Comroauding officer.

ino-pounder.
X-incli sea-
coastmortar.

30-ponDder
Parrott.

Hange.

Fired. Hit. Fired. Hit. Fired. Hit

Parsons and Wilcox . - -

.

Lieut. H. A. Pratt, 1st
Conn. Art.

Lient. C. N. SiUiman,
1st Conn. Art.

Lient. E. P. Mason, 1st
Conn. Art.

57 30 25 2
Tardt.
1,600

Spofford 62 27 1 800

Sawyer... -. 21 7 31 2 2,500

Total 78 37 56 4 62 27

As soon as the rams could get afloat they retreated out of range, near
Howlett's battery, leaving the torpedo boat aground. About 3 a. m. on
the 25th they escaped up the river past Fort Brady, receiving a number
of rounds in the darkness, several of which struck them.
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The ammunition used in this engagement consisted in part of solid

shot and in part of shell—percussion and time—and case. ^Jolo^™"

nately, the line of fire when the rams were aground was oblique, and tue

projectUes glanced off without penetrating. Officers on picket directly

opposite, however, report that the armor was started and partially

ripped off in a number of places. During the firing my batteries, espe-

cially FortsBrady and Parsons and Wilcox, were under a very heavy fare

from the rebel land batteries. Threemen were killed in the former, and

a large number slightly injured from fragments, etc. The total firing,

including those fired in reply to the rebel land batteries, was abont50U

rounds of siege ammunition. Lieutenant W. G. Ball, Thirteenth ITew

York Artillery, also moved a 20-pounder Parrott (field gun) to the bank

of the river, and fired 85 rounds at a range of about 1,400 yards, with

In my judgment, the determined reception which the rebel fleet

received from my batteries, joined to the difficulties of navigation,

which under this fire they could not overcome, saved this army from a

serious disaster. The fire of the rebel land batteries upon mine was

very severe. Several guns were struck; three shells passed nearly

through the parapet of Eort Brady and by their explosion knocked

down many men with fragments of the revetment. In all batteries

the rebel fire was effective.

I would also request that a medal of honor may be bestowed upon
Sergeant George L. Fox, Company H, First Connecticut Artillery, for

his coolness, under a heavy fire, in pointing the piece which blew up
the gunboatDrewry. He afterward struck the ram six times in succes-

sion at a distaiice of nearly a mile.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Henet L. Abbot,

Colonel First Connecticut Artillery, Commanding Siege Artillery.

Brevet Major George A. Hicks,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Bermuda Hundred Defenses.

BepoTt of Ideutenant Pratt, U. S. Army, commanduig Batteries FanonB and '\X^cox.

Battery Parsons, Va., January 28, 1865.

Lieutenant: I have the honor to forward the following report of

the part taken by Batteries Parsons and Wilcox in the late engage-
ment with the rebel rams:
About 10 p. m., January 23, intelligence was brought that one ram

had passed the picket line and that another was in sight. Owing to
the extreme darkness they were not visible from my batteries until close
at hand. One was so far down that my gun could not be brought to
bear upon it. I therefore opened on the lower one with my mortar and
on the river above with my 100-pounder. The lower one put out anchor
at the obstructions and began to clear a passage. I placed six men at
the river edge to watch them. To annoy the working party, my spare
men opened with musketry. Lieutenant Bergin, in charge ofthe mortar,
fired 31 rounds at the obstructions; of these 29 burst a few feet above
the water, just over the obstructions; 2 did not burst. At about mid-
night the first ram passed the obstructions, and was soon followed by
a second. Meantime the fire from the 100-pounder continued, but
"wing to the darkness it was impossible to observe the effect. After
an hour or two the rams returned and proceeded a short distance up
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the river. The other boats were reported as lying together under How-
lett's battery, landing troops on the left bank of the river. Both bat-

teries continued their fire until morning, the mortar firing with long
fuzes at the rams; the gun directing an occasional shell at the rams
when their smoke revealed their position, but mostly using case shot
to annoy the supposed landing party; solid shot were reserved for day-
light. The night firing was very uncertain, as there was no means of
correcting the range. It is probable that several shots from the gun
may have struck the rams, as they were heard to strike and ricochet,
and it was observed during the day that shots which struck the water
did not ricochet. During the night 44 rounds were fired from the gun,
55 from the mortar—31 at the obstructions, as before stated, the remain-
ing 24 at the rams on their return from below. At daybreak I discov-
ered that two rams and one wooden gunboat were apparently aground
on the left side of the James. The largest ram and the gunboat were
together, the boat partly behind the ram. Some 300 or 400 yards to
the right was the smaller ram. I estimated the distance from Battery
Parsons at about 1,500 yards. The rams were so situated that the line

of fire from my battery was very far from perpendicular to their broad-
side; this caused the projectiles to easily glance off. As soon as the
breech sight could be used, I opened with long percussion shell, Ser-
geant Fox pointing the gun; the second shell struck the wooden boat;
the third, fired at an elevation of four degrees, penetrated it, causing
a magnificent explosion. As soon as the smoke lifted, struck the ram
with a percussion shell, which bounded off; we then tried solid shot.

Of 6 fired at the larger ram, 1 did not take the grooves; 5 struck it fair.

I then directed to fire at the smaller ram, Corporal Hunt pointing. Of
9 solid shots, 1 did not take the grooves, 1 went over, 7 struck the ram.
I then used long shell again, next short shell, last case shot. Fired in

all, after daybreak, from the 100-pounder, 57 rounds. While firing the
last 14, the rams were in motion and the last disappeared as I fired my
last round. Of the 43 rounds fired at the boat and rams while station-

ary, 3 did not take the grooves, 4 went over, 10 fell a little short, 26
struck fair. Of the 14 fired while the rams were moving, 4 struck fair,

10 fell short. Probably nearly every shot would have struck the mark
had I not been obliged to change the ammunition so many times; some
which fell short struck the rams, I think, below their water line. I

wished, if possible, to get under their armor. I deem the long shell

superior in accuracy to the other ammunition; solid shot come next.
Out of 13 solid shot which took the grooves after daybreak, only 1
failed to strike the rams. Sergeant Fox struck them 6 times in suc-

cession. Corporal Hunt five, with long shell and solid shot. During
the forenoon 25 mortar shells were fired with long fuzes. Two struck
a ram, others struck very close; the charge used was 2 pounds and
upward. The engagement closed about ndon, the 24th, the flood tide

enabling the rams to float. The rebel land batteries opened on Battery
Parsons with mortars, columbiads, and light pieces, about a dozen in

nnmber; the smaller ram fired 1 shot, the only one fired by the rebel

navy. Officers on picket directly opposite the rams state that most of
my shots glanced off, but that the armor of the rams was started and
partially ripped off in a number of places.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. A. Pratt,

First Lieutenant, First Connecticut Artillery,

Commanding Batteries Parsons and Wilcox.

Lieutenant T. J. Beebs,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General,
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Finding of a court-martial in the case of Commandei William A. Parker, U. S. Ifavy.

At a naval general court-martial, convened on board the United

States steamer Baltimore, in James Eiver, Virginia, March 18, 1865,

Commander William A. Parker, of the Navy, was tried on the follow-

ing charges and specifications

:

Charge I: Violation of the ninth section of article third of the Rules for the Gov-

ernment of the Navy. ,on^ ., -J
Specification 1st.—In this, that on or about the 24th day of January, 1865, the said

Commander William A. Parker, at that time commanding the division of James
River, and heing on board the U. S. S. Onondaga, then lying below and near to cer-

tain obstructions -which had been placed in James River to impede the progress of

rebel vessels in coming down the river, reliable information having been given him
that vessels belonging to the rebels were coming down the river and were engaged
in removing said obstructions, did withdraw himself, and did order the U. S. S.

Onondaga to move down the river out of all exposure to danger from the vessels of

the rebels and from their batteries and guns on shore, thereby allowing the said

obstructions to be in part removed, the purpose and design of said obstructions to

be defeated, and the vessels of the rebels to pass and repass the point so obstructed,

to the great peril of the property of the United States and of the safety of its mili-

tary forces, therein withdrawing from and keeping out of danger to which he should
have exposed himself.

Specification M.—In this, that on or about the 2d day of December, 1864, the said

Commander William A. Parker, then, and from that day until the 24th day of Jan-
uary, 1865, being i a command of a certain division of the North Atlantic Squadron,
known as the Division of James River, and having received from Rear-Admiral
David D. Porter, then commanding said squadron, orders in these words, "The
picket boats must always be kept in readiness at night, with their torpedoes ready
for instant service, and if an ironclad should come down they must destroy her, even
if they are all sunk. For this purpose you must select men of nerve to command
them, who will undertake anything, no matter how desperate," did not obey said
specific orders, nor any one of them, thus failing properly to observe the orders of
his commanding officer and use his utmost exertions to carry them into execution
when ordered to prepare for battle.
Chargk II: Failing to do his utmost to overtake and capture or destroy a vessel

which it was his duty to encounter.
Specification.—In this, that on or about the 24th of January, 1865, the said Com-

mander William A. Parker, then commanding the navy division of James River,
knowing that certain vessels of the enemy were coming down the James River and
toward the point where he then was, did order the U. S. S. Onondaga, on board of
which vessel he then was, to be moved down the river and away from the vessels of
the enemy for the discreditable purpose of avoiding an encounter with said vessels.

In this case the court found that so much of the second specification
of the first charge as sets forth that the accused disobeyed orders in
not intrusting the command to men of nerve was not proved, and that
so much of the specification of the second charge as sets forth that he
moved dowu the river "for the discreditable purpose of avoiding an
encounter with the enemy " was not proved. With these exceptions
the specifications were found proved; the accused was found guilty of
both charges, and sentenced "to be dismissed from the Navy of the
United States."

Appended to the sentence is a recommendation to clemency, sub-
scribed by the members composing the court, with one exception. This
recommendation is given, they state, "in consideration of the long serv-
ice of Commander William A. Parker throughout an ofiicial career of
thirty-three years, and believing that he acted in this case from an error
ofjudgment."
The action of the court in this case has somewhat embarrassed the

Department. The second of the charges preferred against Commander
Parker is one of a most general and comprehensive character. The
ways in which an officer might fail to do his utmost to encounter and
capture or destroy an enemy's vessel are innumerable, and as the right
to a specification in all cases is secured to the accused by express enact-
ment, it was deemed proper on the part of the prosecution, particularly
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as the offense charged was capital, to specify the precise manner iu which
Ck>mmander Parker had failed to do his utmost on the occasion which
led to his trial. It was accordingly charged that he had given a certain

order for the discreditable purpose of avoiding an encounter with the
enemy. This was the specific allegation against which he was called

upon todefend himself. The court have found this allegation not proved,
and have thus virtually acquitted the accused of the charge of avoiding
an encounter with the enemy.
The facts averred in the specification of the second charge, so far as

they are found proved by the court, are compatible with entire inno-

cence on the part of the accused of any crime, whether moral or merely
statutory. These facts are therefore insuf&cient in themselves to prove
guilt. Yet the court have found him guilty, and must have inferred the
guilt from facts not set forth in the specification, but which ought in

conformity with law to have been set forth, being material facts neces-

sary to constitute guilt
All the allegations in the specification, against which the accused was

warned to defend himself, are either disproved or are insufficient to

prove guilt, and he is found guilty upon allegations of which he was not
informed, and which are not even stated in the finding of the court for

the information of the revising power. The legality of such a finding is

too questionable to be lightly admitted to establish a precedent.
It is to be inferred from the opinion of the individual members of the

court, as stated in their recommendation to clemency, that the sole

offense of Commander Parker, at least under the second charge, was
"error ofjudgment." The Departmentis at alosstounderstand whether
the court considered "error of judgment" a crime in itself, or, under
some circumstances, a valid defense against a proved crime. I^either

position can be sanctioned by the Department. The findings of the
court under the second charge and its specification are not api)rove(l,

and as the sentence, resting on the findings under both charges, can not
now be modified, it is necessarily set aside, and ComnianderParker is

hereby relieved from arrest.

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy,

Letter from Flag-Officer Uitchell, C. S. Navy, to Kajor-Oeneral Lee, C. B. Army.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, January 23, 1865.

General: The squadron will not move down this morning, but will

early to-night, if the weather is clear enough to see our way.
Very respecttully,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag-Officer, James River Squadron.

Mtijor-General G. W. O. Lee, O.'S. Army,
Chaffin's Bluff.

Beport of Ilag-Officer Mitchell, C. S. Navy, regarding readiness for movement down the river.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, January 33, 1865.

Sir : I conferred yesterday with Major Pickett, adjutant-general to

Major-Geueral Pickett, and arranged with him for the cooperation of
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his forces with us. I expected to move early last night with the whole
squadron, but was prevented by the thick weather. If we successfully

pass the torpedoes, etc., as far as Trent's Beach and find there a prac-

ticable channel through the obstructions, I hope to overcome any force

the enemy can bring against us at this time, unless we have been
deceived in our information.

Trent's Beach being successfully passed, I trust that you will soon
learn the accomplishment of the chief purpose of our enterprise.

The reconnoissance night before last afforded no satisfactory informa-

tion of the condition of the obstructions in Trent's Beach, except to

assure us of the great diflSculty, if not impossibility, of making a proper
examination without being observed by the enemy. If the weather is

clear enough to see our way, an examination to-night will be made with
our whole force, which ought to solve the question.
After a diligent search, nothing has been found of the torpedoes

placed opposite Dantzler.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag-Officer, James Biver Squadron.

Hon. S. E. Malloet,
Secretary of the Navy, Bichmond, Va.

Letter &om Flag-Officer Uitohell, C. 3. Navy, to the Chief of the Office of Orders and Detail
regarding the distrihntion of officers of the sqnadron.

Flagship Virginia,
James Biver Squadron, January 33, 1865.

SiE : The squadron, when it moves down the river, will leave the logs
and curtains of its torpedo defenses and the booms used for obstructions
secured to the south bank below Oliaffin's Bluff.
Also two lighters employed for raising vessels, and one as tender to

the Bichmond. I suggest that the Shrapnel be directed to take this
property to the navy yard, where it will be held secure for the use of
the Government generally, if not for the vessels of the squadron.
Lieutenant M. P. Goodwyn has been sent to the hospital on account

of a sprained ankle; Lieutenant Graves has been assigned to duty as
flag-lieutenant; Lieutenants 0. W. Bead and E. Lakin and Master's
Mates Matherson and Billnps have been assigned to the three steam
torpedo boats Scorpion, Eornet, and Wasp, attached to the sqnadron;
Master Williamson to the Virginia; Master P. W. Smith to the tem-
porary command of the Torpedo whOe Lieutenant Bell continues sick.
Master G. W. Smith, having no knowledge of the duties of master of a
ship, has been ordered to relieve Boatswain Gauley at Semmes Subma-
rine Torpedo Battery.
Second Assistant Engineer A. J; Schwartzman has been assigned to

the Fredericksburg, and Third Assistant Engineers J. W. Tomlinson and
James K. Langhorne to the Bichmond and Virginia.

First Lieutenant A. G. Hudgins has this day been transferred from
the Virginia to the Bichmond.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
John K. Mitchell,

n*-aaT ^ r, .-r
Flag- Officer, James Biver Squadron.

Captain S. S. Leb, 0. S. Navy,
Offive of Orders and Detail, G. S. Navy Department, Bichmond, Va.
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MemoTandnm of movements of the C. S. S, Virginia,

Flagship Virginia, January 23, 1865.

Got underway at 7 : 04 p. m. ; went to quarters at 7 : 15 p. m. ;
guns

run in 7 : 27 p. m. ;
passed Battery Semmes at 7 : 45 p. m. ;

passed Cox's
Landing at 8: 12 p. m.; the Torpedo touched the north shore, carrying
away her fasts, and the Nansemond was cut adrift with orders to tow
her off at 8:30 p. m.; passed Dutch Gap Canal at 8:35 p. m.

January 24, 1865.

The flag-officer returned from an examination at 1 : 45 a. m. The
Fredericksburg passed through while he was there; he found not less
than 16^ feet of water in the chahnel below the obstructions

; got aground
about 1:20 a. m.; got afloat 11 a. m.; Dretcry blown up about sunrise.

January 25, 1865.

Seturned to anchorage below Ohaffin's Bluff at 7 : 30 a. m.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Mitchell, C. 8. ITavy, ezpresaiiig regret at
delay.

Confederate States op America,
Navy Department, Richmond, January 23, 1865.

Sir: Your letter of this date is just received.
Eegretting that the thick weather prevented you from moving last

night, I hope that you will be successful in doing so to-night, and that
you will accomplish the great object in view.

It is consoling to reflect that thick weather may enable your boats to
obtain desired soundings while it lasts.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. R. Mallory,
Secretary of the Navy,

Flag-Officer J. K. Mitchell, Provisional Navy C. S.,

Commanding Naval Forces, etc., James River.

Order of Tlag-Officer Mitchell, C. S. Navy, regarding the movement of the sqnadron.

January 23, 1865.

The squadron will move down the river at 6, or as soon after as pos-
sible, so as to reach Trent's Beach by 9 o'clock. If it does not pass
Battery Semmes by 8 : 30 o'clock, it will be too late to make the attempt
for this night, and the courier at Semmes, I would suggest, ought to be
instructed to return with the information to headquarters.
To-morrow night, the latest allowed for passing Semmes by the

squadron, will be 9 : 30 o'clock, being forty-five minutes later each suc-

ceeding night.
Jwo. K. Mitchell,

Flag-Officer James River Squadron.

[Endorsement.]

The movements of the squadron depending on the stage of the tide

as well as the weather, the above copy of a memorandum furnished for
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the information of General Pickett ia respectfully communicated to
Colonel Hardaway, commanding ChafBn's Bluff, witli the request that
he will forward it, or a copy, for the use of Lieutenant-General Long-
street.

Letter firom Ilag-Officer Uitchell, C. S. Navy, to Hajor-Oeneral Pickett, C. 8. Army, regarding
picket arrangements.

Flagship Virginia,
James Biver Squadron, January 24, 1865.

General : I have the honor to acknowlege the receipt of your com-
munication of this date.

I am much obliged to you for your picket arrangement for covering
our movement down, which will commence in time to reach the obstruc-
tions about 10 o'clock tonight.
The signal of a single red light will be shown by the last vessel

through the obstructions, but as your pickets must observe our move-
ments I would suggest that they be directed to give the information
you desire, so that you may be sure of obtaining it in time.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag-Officer James River Squadron.
Major-General Geo. E. Pickett, C. S. Army,

Headquarters.

Letter from Hajor-General Pickett, C. 8, Army, to Flag-Officer Uitchell, C. 8. Navy, requesting
communication.

HEADQt!ARTERS DIVISION,
Battery JJanteler, January 24, 1865.

Sir : I send down a boat, under charge of Lieut«nant Barron, to
ascertain what progress you are making, and if you wish the tire of
our batteries concentrated upon any one position of the enemy. In fact,
to let us know anything which you wish communicated.

Suppose, should you pass the obstructions, you send up two rockets
in quick succession, pointing up the river.
Wishing you every success, I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient

servant,

G. E. Pickett,
„, ^^ T ^^ ,;,

Major- General, Commanding.
Flag-Offlcer J. K. Mitchell,

Commanding James River Fleet.

Letter from Flag-Officer HCtohell, C. S. Navy, to Major-Oeneral Pickett, 0. S. Army, reeardinir
the gronndmg of the flagship and the recaU of the C. 8. 8. Predericksbu^. ^^

Flagship Virginia, James River Squadron,
Trent's Beach, Tuesday, January 24, 1865—3:30 a. m.

General: I thank you for the cooperation tendered in your letterjust received. ^ ici,i,ci

This vessel is aground and must remain so until she floats off in theforenoon say at 10 : 30 o'clock. At daylightwe shall be exposed to tSe
fire of the enemy without being able to return a shot, in all probabUity!
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The Richmond (ironclad), now near me, will take up a position to

return this flre; the Fredericksburg (ironclad) has passed the obstruc-
tions, but will have to be recalled for our mutual protection. The gun-
boats will be ordered to take cover under the trees opposite Dantzler,
where I hope they may escape the observation of the enemy, or, at

least, find some protection from his fire.

The obstructions are practicable for our large irouclads, and I think
that I will be able to run his batteries as soon as the Virfiinia floats

sigain. The gunboats, I fear, will mostly be sadly crippled, if not sunk,
iu the attempt, if not before it is made. Your batteries, I hope, how-
ever, may aflbrd us some protection. As we can not pass before day-
light, you will see us if we succeed, and no signals will be necessary.
At present the enemy does not annoy us, but at daylight ho no doubt

will open directly upon us.

I accept your offer to cooperate, and have no doubt it will aid much
in protecting us.

In great haste, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer James Eiver Squadron.

Major-General George B. Pickett, C. S. Army,
Headquarters, HancocWs House.

P. S.—I have just learned that the Richmond is aground also.

J. K, M

,

Flag-Officer.

[Telegram.]

Howlett'S, January 24, 1865.

Owing to the grounding of the Virginia, the squadron was unable to
pass the obstructions.

Later: The Richmond and Drewry grounded under the enemy's bat-

teries ; the latter has been destroyed. The others will come off, I think,
iit high water at 10. The other vessels are above this point.

J. Taylor Wood,
Colonel and Aid- de-Camp.

President Jefferson Davis.

(Copy to Hon, S, E. Mallory.)

[Telegram.]

Ohaffin's Bluff, January 24, 1865.

The Torpedo gotten afloat early this morning and is now with the
fleet near Hewlett's. It was the Drewry and not the Nansemond that
was blown up, I understand that she was set on flre by the enemy's
shells, and that her crew escaped before she blew up. Casualties in

the fleet thus far—1 man killed and 8 wounded. All of the vessels

ai e now afloat and under Battery Dantzler, and the flag-oflBcei- expects
to go through the obstructions at high tide tonight. The Fredericks-

burg was returned and is now with the rest of the squadron. I think
the enemy is now trying to lay other obstructions little farther down
the river. I have silenced Signal Hill battery.

W. L. Bradford,
Lieutenant, Commanding Battery Semmes.

Captain S, S, Lee,
Office of Orders and Detail.
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Letter from Flag-Officer Mitchell, C. S. ITavy, to Major-General Pickett, C. S. Army, regretting

failure of enterprise and acknowledging cooperation.

Flagship Virginia,
James Biver Squadron, January 25, 1865—3 o'clock a. m.

General : On getting underway to-night to proceed down with the
squadron I found that the damage done the smokestack and exhaust
pipe of the Virginia yesterday by the fire of the enemy will prevent her
being employed in the expedition, which must therefore be relinquished.

Deeply regretting the failure of this enterprise from mitoward cir-

cumstances, and with mythanks for your prompt and active cooperation,

I remain, general,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell.
Major-General George E. Pickett, G. S. Army,

Readquarters, Hancoclc's House.

Report of Flag-Officer Uitchell, C. S. Navy.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, January 25, 1865.

Sir: I deeply regret that I have to report the failure of our enter-
prise, in consequence of the grounding of the Virginia and the Richmond
on the night of our departure, the 23d, in Trent's Beach, but for which
there was every prospect of its succeeding. These two ironclads were
exposed yesterday morning, together with the Drewry, to the fire of
the forts, and a few minutes before floating off—about 11 a. m.—to the
fire of a double-turreted monitor and two double-enders. The JDrewry
was blown up soon after sunrise by a mortar shell exploding in her
magazine; none of her crew lost, as they had been ordered out about
ten minutes before, in apprehension of such a disaster. The torpedo
boat Scorpion had to be abandoned in consequence of damage from
this explosion. The Virginia and the Richmond, though badly hurt,
were not disabled, except the former in her smokestack and exhaust
pipe. After proceeding a short distance on our way down last night
in Trent's Eeach to pass the obstructions it was found that the escape
of the steam over the deck prevented the pilots seeing how to handle
the vessel, and rendered it impossible to see on the gun deck while the
engine was in operation; this rendered necessary the return of all the
river ironclads and the relinquishment, for the present, of the enter-
prise, particularly as the enemy was fully apprised of our intentions,
and, having Trent's Reach illuminated with a Drummond light, his fire
could be as well directed at night almost as by day.
The propeller of the Hampton was fouled last night with a smallCham by coming in collision with the Virginia while she was on herway down, and she continues thus disabled.
The casualties are 5 killed and 17 wounded; among the latter are

Lieutenants W. P. Mason and Edward Lakin and Pilot William [W.]

. J^til'^^^h'"''^ ™*S^°t* *?'^ morning about 7
: 30 o'clock to its anchor-age below OhafBn's Bluff. As soon as practicable a full report of its oper-

ations since its departure on the evening of the 23d will be forwarded
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John K. Mitchell,

Hon. 8. R. Mallort,
^^^S-Officer James River Squadron.

Secretary of the Navy, Richmond, Va.
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Detailed report of Flag-Offioer Uitchell, C. S. Navy, commanding James Siver Squadron.

C. S. Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, below Ghaffinh Bluff, February 3, 1865.

SiE : On the 25th ultimo I had the honor to report to you the return of
this squadron to its present anchorage, with a brief notice of the unfor-
tunate failure of the enterprise and the reason for relinquishing the
attempt of its prosecution beyond Trent's Eeach.
On the evening of the 23d ultimo, the squadron moved down from its

I)resent anchorage soon after dark, consisting of the ironclad FredericJca-

burg leading, with the gunboat Hampton and torpedo boat Hornet
secured alongside; the Ftrgiinta, ironclad, next with the gunboat N'anse-

mond, tug Torpedo, and torpedo boat Scorpion secured alongside, and
the ironclad Richmond last, with the gunboats Drewry and Beaufort aud
the torpedo boat Wasp secured alongside.
In this order they passed the fire ofthe enemy's batteries and sharp-

shooters on Signal Hill and vicinity, which opened upon them in Devil's
Beach and continued until they had passed the Dutch Gap. On arriv-

ing in Trent's Eeach, the Virginia and the Richmond anchored, at 10 : 40

p. m., about half a mile above the obstructions, in 5 fathoms of water,
with a kedge by the stern. The Fredericksburg proceeded at once near
to the obstructions at the north channel, while a sounding and recon-
noitering party in charge of Lieutenant C. W. Bead examined them.
He soon after reported the obstructions practicable on the removal of a
spar which was anchored diagonally across a gap between two sunken
hulks, about two-thirds from No. 3 hulk to No. 2, counting from the
north bank. While the moorings of this spar were being cut, in com-
pany with Lieutenant O. W. Bead I sounded the channel about two
cables' length below the obstructions. We did not find less than 2J
fathoms water; a slight freshet in the river probably raised it about a
foot above its ordinary level.

At 1 a. m. (24th) I went on board the Fredericksburg and immediately
after she passed through the obstructions with the loss of her port
outriggers tor torpedo defenses by their coming in contact with No. 2
hulk.
After seeing the Fredericksburg through, I directed a light to be

placed on the obstructions to guide the squadron through, and returned
to the Virginia at 1 : 45 a. m. To my inexpressible mortification I
found her aground; ineffectual efforts were made with the aid of gun-
boats and kedges to get her afloat. At 3 : 30 o'clock it was reported to
me that the Richmond, Drewry, and torpedo boat Scorpion also we^e
aground. The ironclads had been anchored in 5 fathoms water by the
stern with kedges and were unfortunately allowed to drag unobserved
aground. The reports of the commanding officers of those vessels
explain the circumstances of their grounding.
The tide having been at ebb for some hours, and it therefore being

impossible to get the vessels afloat before the next flood, I directed
the wooden vessels and torpedo boats to take up their anchorage before
daylight opposite Battery Dantzler, under cover of a wooded point of
land, which would secure them from the observation of the enemy, or at

least afford some protection from his Are.

The Fredericksburg was now recalled and ordered to take up a position

above the Richmond to cover, if practicable, the grounded vessels with
her broadside.
As anticipated, at daylight the enemy's batteries and sharpshooters

on the south side of Trent's Beach, that had been firing upon the
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squadron without effect from the time of its arriving in the reach, were
now enabled to take deliberate aim. Their fire (the nearest about 800

yards) was chiefly directed at the Eichmond and the Drewry, lying

close together and in line. At 7 : 10 a. m. a shell exploded the maga-
zine of the Drewry, blowing her to pieces and covering the deck of the
Richmond with the fragments. Fortunately, for fear of such a dis-

aster, the crew had been taken on board of the Richmond about 15

minutes before the explosion took place, and were thus all saved except
two, who were killed, having gone to the torpedo boat Scorpion, lying

alongside of the Drewry. The Scorpion was badly damaged by the
explosion and was not brought off when the Richmond floated, but
she subsequently drifted oft' with the high tide down to the obstruc-

tions,where she fell into the hands of the enemy a day or two after.

The first night after the return of the squadron to its present anchor-
age a party was sent to recover the Scorpion, if possible, but the
approach to her was guarded by an enemy's gunboat above the obstruc-
tions, and our boats could not proceed.
After blowing up the Drewry the enemy concentrated the fire of his

batteries upon the Virginia, and about 10:30 a. m. a double-turreted
monitor and a double ender appeared in the lower part of the reach
and opened fire at the distance of about 1,600 yards upon the Virginia.
About this time the Virginia and the Richmond commenced floating, and
by 12 : 16 p. m. rounded the point above and anchored with the rest of
the squadron. The Richmond received little or no damage, but the Vir-
ginia was struck upward of 70 times, many of them blows from the
heaviest rifle projectiles and 2 from the monitor; one of the latter,

probably a XV-inch solid shot, and another, a rifle 200 pounder ; the
effect of the last two broke and crushed in the iron, the wooden back-
ing, clamp, stanchions on port side of shield, and on the port quarter
made a hole entirely through, 2 feet by 2J in diameter. The splinter
netting no doubt prevented many casualties, only 1 being killed and
2 wounded. The monitor fired about 7 times before we passed from her
sight. The Virginia received much other damage in shield deck,
beams, and carlines, knuckle forward, port lanyards, a gun-deck beam,
and in the starting of bolts and armor plates in various parts of the
vessel. The smokestack was so badly cut up and the exhaust pipe cut
in two as to allow the steam to escape on the spar and gun decks, but
it did not prevent the raising of steam. A small Rodman projectile
entered her open port quarter port, striking its side, broke a clamp of
the forward gun (8-inch rifle), and, passing through the cheek of the
carriage, exploded, wounding Lieutenant W. P. Mason and 7 men.
None of the enemy's projectiles actually penetrated her shield. The 2
boat howitzers mounted on her shield deck were struck and disabled
irom indentations.
During the whole time while aground neither the Richmond nor the

Virginiacoald get a gun to bear upon the enemy. The latter, in rounding
head upstream obtained one shot at the monitor with her Xl-inch, which
was observed to take effect upon her. During the afternoon the moni-
tor retired down the river below the Dutch Gap and disappeared from
sight toward Varina.
Although our force was diminished by the loss of the Drewry and 1

torpedo boat, and the disabling of another, and the Virginia consider-
ably damaged, yet, as her battery, except the 2 howitzers, was not
materially injured, preparations and dispositions were at once made tomove down the river as early in the night as the tide would serve
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Soon after dark the enemy exhibited a brilliant Druinmond light on
the south side of Trent's Keach, near the obstructions, which, illumi-

nating the reach, would enable him to direct his fire almost as well at
night as by day.
At 9 p. m. the squadron was underway, the Virginia leading, down

Trent's Beach, when her pilots (Messrs. Edward Moore and Samuel
Wood) declared it was impossible to direct the movements of the ship
in consequence of the escape of the steam on deck from the damaged
exhaust pipe and smokestack, together with the dazzling effect of the
Uruuimond light. The squadron was at once brought to and efforts

made by Chief Engineer fl. X. Wright to remedy the trouble com-
plained of, in which he only partially succeeded by diminishing some-
what the escape of steam on the upper deck, while it was rendered
more dense on the gun deck.
A council of war was called, composed of Commander Kell, of the

Richmond, Lieutenant Commanding John W. Dunnington, of the Vir-

ginia, and Lieutenant Commanding F. E. Shepperd, of the Fredericks-
burg, who advised the return of the squadron to its anchorage below
Chaffin's Bluff for the following reasons, viz: The escape of steam on
deck and the Drummond light blinding the pilots, the loss of the gun-
boat Drewry and a torpedo boat, and the disabling of another and the
gunboat Hampton, and the enemy being now fully apprised of our
movements diminished so much our prospects of success as to render
it advisable to abandon the enterprise. Entertaining the same views,

I at once made the necessary dispositions to return that night, in

reverse order, sending the Hampton, disabled by having a piece of chain
wound round her propeller, ahead, towed by the Nansemond and the
Torpedo.
At 2:45 a. m. of the 25th the squadron started back and ran the

gantlet of the enemy's batteries and sharpshooters from Battery Gar-
nett to near the head of Devil's Kench. ISo serious damage appears to

have been sustained by any of the vessels, although the Virginia was
struck several times with heavy projectiles, nor were there any casual-

ties, though exposed to showers of Mini6 balls, upward of 800 reported
as having been picked up on the deck of the Hampton. The Virginia,

the rear vessel of the line, reached her anchorage at 7 : 30 a. m.
The leak of the Virginia is now about twice the quantity it was pre-

vious to the late movement, having increased from about 2 to about 4
inches in 12 hours.
The Fredericksburg since her return leaks badly, requiring the.

almost incessant working of the ship's pumps to keep her free, making,
as she does, from 2 to 3 inches per hour. The ship received a hard blow
from a projectile on the fantail forward, which carried away the chain
cable and caused the loss of an anchor, but this blow of itself it is

scarcely possible could have caused so considerable a leak. Pilots

Parrish and Barnes state that they felt the vessel's bottom strike some-
thing as she passed through the obstructions and one of them saw
pieces of timber rise to the surface alongside; if they are not mistaken,
the leak may be traced to this cause.

The safe passage of the squadron twice over the beds of the torpe-

does, placed by Lieutenant Kennon, 0. S. Navy, at Bishop's and at

Howlet^s, shows that they must have been washed away by the late

high freshet or that they are harmless. If the enemy has torpedoes

placed, they were rendered harmless from similar causes, or, if electric,

our movement must have been so unexpected as to find him unprepared
to use them.
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A demonstration was made against the enemy's right by General
Pickett, and our batteries keeping up a fire on those of the enemy,
operated, no doubt, for our benefit, although the enemy's batteries in

Trent's Eeach were steadily and continuously directed against our ves-

sels while exposed to their fire.

Our first-class pilots have given cause for complaint. Lieutenant
Commanding Shepperd complains much of his, on board of the Fred-
erirlishurg; Lieutenant Commanding 0. W. Bead complains of Mr.
Wood, of this ship, and the Richmond and the Virginia, being allowed
to drag aground after being anchored in 5 fathoms water, is well calcu-

lated to keep commanding ofQcers ever anxious for the safety of their

vessels, and distrustful of the success of any movement depending upon
the skill, coolness, and courage of their pilots. The Virginia in going
down on the 23d passed so near the south bank as to run the Torpedo,
lashed to her starboard side, aground, and in coming up on the morn-
ing of the 25th she (the Virginia), when the fire of the enemy bad
ceased, was run aground and remained fast for twenty minutes or more
near the head of Devil's Beach.
In passing Cox's Landing the Torpedo, having been crowded into the

south bank, and remaining aground, Lieutenant Commanding W. B.
Butt was sent to the Nansemond to haul her off, but having tried with-
out success and reported it impracticable. Lieutenant Commanding
W, H. Wall was sent with the Drewry to perform the service. Much
to his credit he got her afloat, and though not; requiring much eflfbrfc,

yet he was exposed to a heavy fire of the enemy's sharpshooters, and
brought her safely to the squadron after she had been abandoned by
her commanding officer, Lieutenant T. P. Bell, with all her crew except
Acting Master P. W. Smith, who, with two men, bravely remaining
steadfast to his duty, is worthy of special notice. A letter from Lieu-
tenant T. P. Bell, explanatory of his conduct on the occasion, is here-
with enclosed ; it is not satisfactory to me, and I submit that his con-
duct be made the subject of investigation.

I am gratified in stating that the commanding officers seconded me
with their best efforts, and from their reports of our late movements
under the fire of the enemy, the officers and men of their respective
commands exhibited the skill and courage the occasion called for. I
take pleasure in bearing testimony to the good conduct of my staff,
Flag Lieutenant C. J. Graves, Midshipman P. S. Kennett, and my
secretary, J. W. Daniel.
Enclosed are the reports of Commander J. M. Kell, of the Richmond-

Lieutenants Commanding J. W. Dunnington, of the Virginia: F. e'
Shepperd, of the Fredericksburg, W. H. Wall, of the ill-fated gunboat
Brewry; J. W. Alexander, of the gunboat Beaufort; W. E. Butt, of the
gunboat Nansemond; J. D. Wilson, of the gunboat Hampton; C. W.
Bead, of the steam torpedo boats Scorpion, Hornet, and Wasp- Acting
Master P. W. Smith, of the tug Torpedo, and of Fleet Surgeon W. D.
Harrison, of the casualties, which make a total of 5 killed and 14
wounded.
A copy of the opinion of the council of war held on the evening of

the 24th, near Hewlett's, is also enclosed. Prom the examination of
theobstructions and the north channel in Trent's Eeach, though hastilv
made, I felt reasonably assured that, but for the unfortunate grounding
of the two ironclads, Virginia and Richmond, the whole squadron wouldhave passed below that night, and, as the enemy was unprepared for
the movement, there was every reason to indulge the hope that it would
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have been saccessful. As the result has proved so unfortunate for the
public interests, I invite the closest scrutiny into the manner of conduct-
ing the enterprise committed to me.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag-Officer James River Squadron.

Hon. S. E. Mallory,
Secretary of the Navy, Richmond, Va.

SepoTt of Commander Kell, C. S. Navy, commanding C. S. 8. Bichmond.

C. 8. Steam Ibonclab Eiohmond,
Off Ghaffin'a Bluff, James River Squadron, January 26, 1865.

Sib : I have the honor to report to you that on the 23d instant, at 6 : 30
p. m., I, in obedience to order, got underway with the gunboats Drewry
and Beaufort, lashed on either side abreast of shield, and torpedo boat
Wasp towing on starboard quarter of Dreiory, and took up position in
squadron for steaming down the river in first order of battle; all hands
were then called to quarters and ship cleared for action. To avoid
drawing the fire of the enemy I had the battery run in, port shutters
closed and rammer holes stopped up on board the gnuboats and torpedo
boat Wa^p. I had all lights covered, and their crews lying close under
the bulwarks Near Battery Semmes I was hailed by the torpedo boat
Scorpion, being aground. Dispatched the Waip to her assistance. The
Wasp returned, reporting she had hauled the Scorpion off. She was
immediately after run into by her, carrying away her torpedo pole, thus
disabling her for further service as a torpedo boat.* At 8 : 30 p. m. the
enemy's battery at Signal Hill opened on us, all of their shot passing
over us, their pickets at the same time kept up a heavy fire of musketry.
At 11 : 45 p. m. anchored in position with a kedge from the stern in 5
fathoms in Trent's Beach, just above the enemy's obstructions. Dis-
patched Lieutenant Bead in the Beauforfs boat to report to you for
sounding the obstructions. Lieutenant Bead returned with orders from
you to send the Drewry to the assistance of the Torpedo, aground near
Cox's mill, which I at once did. Immediately after I ordered the Beaur
fort to cast off and take a towline from the Virginia, starboard quarter,
in obedience to an order received from you. At this time, finding the
current setting down strong, and swinging our stern on the north bank,
I had a kedge taken out on the starboard quarter. Upon heaving it taut,
found that the ship was aground, which I at once reported to you. The
Drewry then came to my assistance, but in attempting to get her posi-

tion got aground close on my port quarter. Every exertion to get her
off proved unsuccessful, and the enemy's batteries pouring in a heavy
fire upon us of shell and shot, besides their mortar batteries throwing
with great precision, I felt satisfied that at daylight the Drewry would
suffer seriously without being able to return theflre. I thereforeordered
Captain Wall to proceed on board and report to you his condition. He
returned with instructions from you to be governed entirely by my
orders. Deeming it proper, I at once abandoned her, taking her crew on
board the Richmond. This was at 6 : 55 a. m. of the 24th instant. At7 : 1

a. m. the Drewry was blown up; the shock felt on board the Richmond
was terrific. I ordered the crew to keep silence and remain at their

*The Scorpion was disabled. See report of Lientenant Read, p. 684,

N W E—VOL 11 43
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quarters, which was observed with prompt obedience, the officers and
crew exhibiting great coolness and presence of mind. Up to 11 : 10 a. m,
the ship was struck so constantly by shot and shell that it was impos-
sible to keep account of the number—three times with heavy shot,

causing decided shocks and knocking ofif the heads of bolts, with slight

indentures in the shield near starboard bow port and starboard side of
stern port. At 11:10 a. m. sprung the ship off by the kedges, and
started the engines. When in deep water let go my port bow anchor
to swing ship by. At 11 : 36 a. m. weighed anchor in obedience to your
orders and proceeded up to Battery Dantzler for the Fredericksburg to
return in company and engage the enemy. At this time a heavy shot
struck us, carrying away the chain to stern port shutter. At 11:50
a. ni. repaired the chain to port shutter, sent a ])ortion of the crew of
the Drewry to the Fredericksburg, with orders to her to proceed and
eiigage the enemy, when I received your further orders to remain at
anclior. At 10: 15 p. m. I got underway in obedience to your orders to
proceed down the river in the order of second line of battle. As we
rounded the point at the head of Trent's Eeach, discoveied the enemy
showing a reflecting light of intense power up the reach. At 10 : 25 j). m.
received orders to return to our anchorage. At 1 : 40 a. m. of the 25th
instant got underway and took position in obedience to your order for
steaming up the river. From 3 to 4: 30 a. m. we were under heavy fire

of musketry, and in passing Signal Hill battery were struck twice with
shell, one passing through smokestack and the other striking on star-
board side of shield. At 7:30 a. m. came to anchor below Ohaffin's
Bluff. The smoke pipe is much riddled by shell, all of the stays cut
away, and the bars to starboard ventilator on shield deck carried away.
I take pleasure in stating that the officers and crew behaved with the
greatest coolness while exposed to the heavy flre from the enemy's bat-
teries, and their condnct throughout in the prompt obedience of orders
meets withany highest approbation.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J NO. MclNTOSH KeLL,

Commander, Provisional Navy G. 8.

Plag-Offlcer John K. Mitchell,
Commanding James River Squadron.

Beport of Lieatonant Dnimijigton, C. S. BTavy, conunanding C, S. S. Virginia, regarding the
operationB of that vessel.

0. S. S. Virginia,
Off Chaffin's Bluff, January 25, 1865.

Sir: In obedience to orders this vessel got underway at 7 p m on
the evening of the 23d instant and took her position in the first order
of battle and proceeded down the river with the squadron.
The gunboat Nansemond was lashed on port beam abreast of shield-

the steamer Torpedo) on starboard beam abreast of shield, and the tor-pedo boat Scorpion on starboard quarter. As soon as the ship wasunderway the crew was called to quarters and every preparation made
tor action. '^

Deeming it advisable in passing the enemy's batteries and picketsthe guns were runm and the port lids triced up, and all lights coveredWhen just above Dutch Gap Canal, about 8:30 p. m., the stiamerTorpedo grounded on south side and parted her lashings the gunboatNansemond was cut adrift and sent to her assistance. ,

gunuoai;
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At 10 p. m. the vessel had reached the head of Trent's Beach, not
having been hit by any of the enemy's artillery.

At 10:40 p. m. anchored by a kedge from port quarter, while a boat
was sent to make observations and cut away obstructions.

At 11 p. m. the Nansemond returned and was made fast on port beam.
About 12 the ship was found to have swung closer inshore and

grounded ; the kedge was immediately weighed and effort made to work
ofl" with the engine and use of gunboat Nansemond. Failing in getting
the vessel off, the Beaufort was called to our assistance. All efforts to

tow the ship off proving ineffectual, at 3:30 a. m. a kedge was taken
out on starboard quarter, but came partly home when a heavy strain

was brought on the hawser. In this condition it was decided to remain
until the tide would enable us to get afloat.

January 24, aboutl2 :30 a. m., the steamer Torpedo reported for orders.
At 7 :30 a. m. received a shot on starboard side forward that started

timbers on berth deck. Repaired the same as soon as possible.

At 8 a. ni. pendant of starboard bow port was shot away. At 8:15
a. m. the pendant for port bow port was shot away. Kepaired it, and
triced up port again.
At 8:35 a. m. a heavy shell struck iron grating over gun deck, break-

ing it in and crushing timbers. Shored up timbers.
At 9 a. m. received a shot on starboard hawse pipe that loosened it.

At 9:15 a. m. exhaust pipe was shot away.
At 9:30 a. m. smoke came from shield deck. Water was thrown on

and hose turned on it, which stopped the smoke.
At 9:35 a. m. the smokestack was hit by a shell. During all this

time it had been fre(iuently struck by fragments of shell and was com-
pletely riddled. Most of the stays were also carried away.
At 9:40 a. m. a heavy shot struck the ship, jarring her from stem to

stern.

At 9:45 a. m. smokestack struck by another shot, and one struck
shield forward that shook the vessel.

At 10 a. m. a heavy shot struck the knuckle forward on starboard
side that broke off the iron.

At 10:10 a. m. smokestack struck twice.

At 10:15 a. m. struck by two shots, one hitting just over starboard
bow port, the other over starboard broadside port.

At 10:17 a. m. smokestack, hurricane deck, and knuckle forward on
starboard side all hit.

At 10 : 20 a. m. a shell struck and exploded in forward bow port,

wounding one man.
At 10:20 three shots struck vessel in quick succession, one of which

jarred the vessel from stem to stern.

At 10:30 a. m. a small shell struck starboard bow port, glanced
inboard, struck starboard compressor of bow gun and exploded, wound-
ing Lieutenant Mason, and 7 men slightly, filled gun deck with smoke.
This shell passed entirely through starboard side of gun carriage before
exploding. At 10:32 a. m. ship was found afloat, weighed the kedge;
at 10:35 a. m. got underway, swinging ship. A heavy shell struck
forward, glancing over shield and bursting near smokestack.
At 10:40 a. m. fragments of shell struck smokestack, two shells

bursting over shield deck.
At 10:55 a. m. shell struck forward.

At 11 : 15 a^ m. struck by a heavy projectile on port quarter, which
broke the iron and crushed in the woodwork, bent stanchions inboard.

At 11:20 a. m. headed upstream.
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At 11:30 a. m. a heavy shot struck on after part of shield between
after center and port ports, breaking the iron and cnishiiig tlie wood-
work completely in, making a large hole throngli. One man was killed

and 2 wounded by the concussion and splinters. Steamed up the river

under heavy lire of the batteries and one monitor.

At 11 : 38 a. m. flred a Ssecond shell from the after gun at the turreted

monitor.
At 12 : 15 p. m. came to anchor at Battery Dantzler, with starboard

anchor.
Three men detailed from this vessel to go in torpedo boat Scorpion

were blown overboard; two are still missing, supposed to have been
killed. One was wounded, but swam to the ironclad Richmond. Up to

this time the number of shots could not be noted, but the marks indi-

cate upwards of seventy-two shots.

After anchoring at the battery, left quarters, cleared up ship, and
landing the wounded and dead.
At 9:15 p. m. got underway in the second order of battle. At 9:40

p. m. rounded to, head upstream, about the head of Trent's Reach,
keeping the ship under steam in the same position.

The pilots reported the escape of steam from escape iiipe so badly
blowing over and around the jnlot house that they could not see to
steer the ship. Made an eifort to repair it. Observed the enemy had
lighted a large Drummond light that reflected up Trent's Beach and on
obstructions.
January 25.—At 2:45 a. m. steamed up river, went to quarters, ports

triced up and guns run in.

As we steamed up river the enemy opened on us with heavy artillery
and musketry, inflicting no damage.
Off Signal Hill two shots struck us, one from a light gun hitting the

shield, and a very heavy one striking on port counter, jarring the ship
greatly and knocking off the heads of a few bolts.
At about 5:30 a. m. the vessel grounded, upper part of Devil's

Reach. I immediately got a kedge ready to send out, but at 5 : 50 a. m.
the ship swung off.

When passing obstructions in Kingsland Reach, the ship struck one
of the obstructions.
At 6:45 a. m. came to anchor below Chaflftn's Bluff. The conduct of

the oflacers and men has been all that could be desired. During the
time we were under fire and receiving serious damage I found them
all at their stations and cool and prompt in obeying orders.

I herewith enclose the surgeon's report.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. W. DUNNINaiON,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

l'- S.—I neglected to mention that about 10 : 15 a. m. a double-turreted
monitor, accompanied by a double-ender, made their ap])earance
coming upstream. At 10:35 the monitor rounded to, head across
stream, presenting broadside to us at a distance of 1 ,500 or 2,000 yards
The double-ender stopped a little l.elovv her. The monitor opened on
us, and I am of the opinion that the two most damaging shots, one aft
on ]>ort side of shield, and one between after port and port quarter
port, were flred from the monitor.

J. W. D.
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Beport of Chief Engineer Wright, C. S. Navy, regarding damages sustained by the flagship.

C. S. Ironclad Virginia,
James River, January 25, 1865.

Sir: I have to report tbat in an expedition down the river against
the enemy on the 24th instant the smoke and escape pipes of this ves-

sel received such damage from the fire of the enemy's batteries and
monitors as will render it necessary to replace their upper portions with
new sections.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. X. Wright,

Ghirf Engineer, G. 8. Navy,

Lieutenant J. W. Dunnington, C. S. Navy,
Commanding.

Beport of Lientenant Shepperd, C. S. Navy, commanding C. S. S. Fredericksburg.

C. S. Ironclad Fredericksburg,
Off Ghaffin^s Bluff, James River, January 25, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report that at 6 : 45 p. m. on the 23d instant,

with the gunboat Hampton and the torpedo boat Hornet alongside of
this ship, she proceeded down the river, followed by the rest of the
squadron, according to instructions previously received.

Passing over and with safety the reported locality of all the torpedoes
(36 in number) placed in the river by Lieutenant Kennon, and with the
same success, through the ordeal of occasional artillery and almost
incessant musketry Are, the ship arrived and anchored at 9 p. m. off

Point of Rocks, Trent's Eeach, to wait the coming up of the other
vessels of the squadron.
The rest of the squadron coming up, I got underway at 9 : 40 and pro-

ceeded in the direction of the obstructions below, and in obedience to

your orders, anchored about 50 yards above them, while a passage was
being sounded out, and a spar removed which extended from one of the
hulks, at an angle of about 30 degrees across the passage.
A channel being found to exist between this and another hulk on the

north side, but the spar not removed, I got underway and ran the ship
through at 1:30 a. m. (24th instant).

In going through the passage, three of the ship's outriggers on the
starboard side were torn off by the spar above mentioned and nearly
all on the port side by the upper hulk.
Both pilots and one or two ofiBcers of the ship concur in a statement

that as we passed through they felt the ship strike something appar-

ently underneath the water and observed pieces of timber come to the
water's edge close to the ship's side.

To this may be attributed the fact that since that time the ship has
leaked much more than previously, making between 2 and 3 inches of
water per hour.

I think the leak is forward on the port side. After passing through
the obstructions, anchored about 100 yards above the south mouth of

the Dutch Gap Canal, head down the river. Anchored with a stern

kedge. The Hampton followed and came alongside.

While at anchor an annoying mortar fire was directed at us by the
enemy; only. two shells struck the ship, doing no damage.
Finding that the rest of the squadron was not following me, 1 com-

municated with you and was pained to learn that the ilagship and the
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RichmondweTe aground, and in obedience to yoarinstructions I returned
tbiough the obstructions and anchored above Battery Dantzler, where
the ship was occasionally fired upon by the eneuiy's batteries, one shell

striking upon the forecastle, cutting away the port cable.

About 11 a. m. I visited Battery Dantzler, and discovering a monitor
and several smaller vessels of the enemy coming up I returned to the

ship with a view of going to your assistame.
Upon getting on board the ship I discovered the Richmond coming

up, and in obedience to the orders of Commander Kell I hove short
and made every preparation to attack the enemy.

I received a similar order from you when the Virginia came up soon
after; which order was countermanded on account of the falling tide.

In obedience to previous instructions (the tiagship and the Richmond
having proceeded down the river with the intention of executing the
plans of the previous night) I was getting underway at 10 p. m., when
I received orders from you to keep fast.

Under the unfortunate circumstances existing at the time on board
the Virginia, it was decided necessary for the squadron to return to

Chaffin's Bluff; accordingly at 2:30 a. m. today I got underway and
returned to this point in obedience to your orders.
The enemy fired upon the ship with musketry and artillery whenever

she was in range.
The officers and men on board behaved remarkably well, all evincing

the utmost zeal in the enterprise in which we were engaged.
I regret to be compelled to state that Pilot Lewis Parrish rendered

but little service and was not, in my opinion, sufficiently cool under the
lire of the enemy's sharpshooters.

Pilot William Skinner (a brave and cool man) rendered important
aid to Pilot Barnes in retuiniug to this point this morning.
The advanced age of Pilot Parrish may be regarded as a partial

excuse for his timidity under circumstances of danger.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

F. E. Shbppeed,
Lieutenant, Commanding,

Flag-OfBcer John K. Mitchell, Provisional Navy G. S.,

Commanding James River Squadron, Flagship Virginia.

Beport of laentenant Wall, C. S. ITavy, commanding C. S. S. Drewiy.

C. S. S. Virginia,
James River Squadron, January 25, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to submit to you the following report of the
part borne by the 0. S. gunboat Drewry under my command in the
advance of the squadron down the river on the night of the 23d Jan-
uary, 1865.

My vessel, agreeable to your orders, was made fast on the starboard
side of the C. S. S. Richmond and moved down the river at early dusk.
I remained alongside of the Richmond until she was at anchor below
Battery Dantzler and above the enemy's obstructions. Receiving an
order from jou to proceed up the river, where the steamer Torpedo was
ashore, and tow her oft' if possible, I cast loose from the Richmond and
proceeded up the river, finding the Torpedo on the south bank, just
above the Dutch Gap Canal. I sent a hawser to her and made it fast
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to her stern, and succeeded without any difficulty in getting her afloat.

The enemy opened fire from the north bank with their sharpshooters
upon me all the time I was engaged towing her oft'. The officer in
charge of her, Acting Master Smith, informed me that there was no
one on board to assist him ; I therefore &ent on board to him one of
my engineers and several men, telling him to get up steam and report
to you. I kept him in tow until 1 got to Baitery Dantzler, when he
had steam sufScient, and I cast him ofT. I then reported to Captain
Kell, of the Richmond, who informed me that he was aground and that
he wanted me to come up on his port quarter and tiy and get him off

more in the stream. In attempting to get the position ordered my ves-

sel grounded. It was then ebb tide. The Beaufort and Nansemond both
assisted me, but to no advantage I tried to haul her off with a hedge,
but could not succeed. After exhausting every means at my disposal

to get her afloat, and daylight approaching rapidly, I reported to you
the situation of the vessel. Knowing the exposed condition of the ves-
sel at daylight to the enemy's batteries and the unprotected state of
her magazine, shell room, and boilers, and also that I would not be
allowed to work my guns in daytime by the enemy's sharpshooters,
who were abreast of me, I suggested to you the propriety of avoiding
loss of life by removing the crew on board of the Richmond before
daylight. After directing me to put a kedge out from her quarter, you
informed me that if Captain Kell thought it proper to take me on
board of the Richmond, to do so, but that you disliked to leave the
vessel without making any resistance. After I informed Captain Kell
of your order he directed me to put out a kedge and also to make a
hawser fast to him from my bow, which I did; he then gave me boats
to remove my crew, which was accomplished just at da> light. I then
went over the ship and put out all lights, saw that the steam was down
and the fires banked, when 1 left the vessel, leaving everything on
board except the small arms the men had on and the signal book.

I do not think I had been from her more than fifteen minutes when
a shell pierced her magazine and blew her into pieces, leaving nothing
but a mass of ruins.

I reported the oflQcers and men as well as myself to Captain Kell
for whatever duty he might assign them. Shortly afterwards I
received orders from you to report to Lieutenant Commanding Dun-
nington, of the Virginia, for duty with 24 men and Master's Mate L. L.

Foster.
The small arms of the men I ordered to be turned over to the ves-

sels upon which they were i)la<!ed. I forwarded you a complete list of

the officers and crew this morning and where they were placed.

I have to report the killing of two ofmy men by the explosion of the
vessel. They volunteered their services to Captain Kell to bring to

the Richmond the crew of the Scorpion, which was aground near by
and exposed to the fire of the enemy's sharpshooters, and as I have
been unable to hear from them, I think they were killed by the exjilo-

sion. Their names were Thomas Moody (landsman) and J. W. Grice
(landsman). I take pleasure in stating that both officers and crew
did their duty to my satisfaction.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. H. Wall, Provisional Navy 0. S.,

Lieutenant, Commanding.
Flag-Officer Jno. K. Mitchell,

Commanding James River Squadron.
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Bepoit of Lieutenant Alexander, C. S. ITavy, commanding C. S. S. Beanfort.

0. S. S. Bbaufobt,
James River Squadron, off Chaffin's Bluff, January 25, 1865.

Sib: In obedience to orders from you, we got underway on the

evening of the 23d instant aud proceeded down the river alongside of

the steamer Richmond below Dutch Gap and anchored under Battery

Gamett; remained at anchor all day. After towing several vessels

off which were aground, proceeded up the river and anchored off

Chaffin's Bluff.

The conduct of every man on board was highly gratifying to me.

We were struck a great many times, being subjected to a severe fire of

musketry. None of the officers or crew sustained any injury.

Very respectfully,

Flag-Offlcer Jno. K. Mitchell.

J. W. Alexandeb,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

Second report of Lieutenant Alexander, C. S. Navy, commanding C. S. S. Beanfort

G. S. S. Beaufoet,
James River, January 26, 1865.

SiE: In obedience to orders received from you, this vessel was
lashed on the port side of the ironclad Richmond on the evening of the
23d aud proceeded down James Eiver, arriving off Battery Dantz-
ler about 11 o'clock p. m. Here we cast off from the Richmond and
attempted to tow oft' the Virginia, then lying aground in Trent's
lieach, but without success. We then attempted to tow off the
Drewry aud were also unsuccessful. We then towed off" the torpedo
boat Scorpion, which was foul of the Virginians hawse. After this I
was ordered to tow oft' the steamer Torpedo, and after a great deal of
difficulty succeeded in clearing her of the Virginians outriggers. Find-
ing that my eft'orta to get the Drewry oVi were unavailing, and daylight
approaching, in obedience to orders from you I proceeded up the river
and anchored at daybreak oft" Osborne's Landing. Here we remained
at anchor during the 24th until dark, when we got underway and pro-
ceeded down Trent's Keach to rescue the torpedo boat Scorpion, she
having been abandoned. Lieutenant O.W.Eead having decided thatwe
could do nothing, we proceeded up and retook our position off Battery
Garnett. Our torpedo pole working with a goose neck, on being low-
ered, came alongside, despite every effort to keep it in its proper posi-
tion with the guys, and compelled me to cut it away to prevent its
blowing up this vessel. The spar torpedo pole, however, was imme-
diately got in position ready for use. At 10 p. m. we again [got] under-
way and proceeded down the river (arranging the spar torpedo pole
having prevented me going sooner). It having been decided to return
up the river, we proceeded up, and we were ordered to tow the Hamp-
ton, then in a disabled condition, but before getting alongside the
order was countermanded, and we towed off the torpedo boat Wasp,
then aground off Battery Garnett, after which we proceeded up the
river, and at 6 a. m. of the 25th anchored oft' Chaffin's Bluff. This ves-
sel was struck a great many times by sharpshooters, but we sustained
no material damage. The smokestack is badly riddled and will need
repairs when this vessel goes to the city. I am happy to announce
that no casualties occurred on board. It is gratifying to me to state
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that all the officers and crew of this vessel behaved with great coolness,

and notwithstanding their great fatigue were under arms constantly,

ready to perform whatever duty was required of them. I desire to call

your attention to the zeal of Second-Class Pilot W. H. Carlon, who
walked from Richmond and joined this vessel on the afternoon of the
24th off Battery Garnett.

Very respecfnlly, your obedient servant,
J. W. Alexander,

TAeutenant, Commanding.
Flag-Offlcer Jno. K, Mitchell,

Commanding James River Squadron.

Beport of Lieatsnant Butt, C. B. Navy, commanding C. S. S, Nansemond.

C. S. Gunboat Nansicmond,
James JRiver Squadron, January 26, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report that in compliance with your orders
at 5: 30 p. m. on Monday, the 23d instant, I got underway in this vessel,

steamed up to the flagship Virginia, and made fast to her port side.

At 6:30 p. m. called all hands to quarters and cleared for action, sta-

tioning sharpshooters along the port side, close in to the hammock net-

tings. At 7 : 20 p. m., everything being in readiness, we moved down
the river, meeting with no opposition until nearly abreast of iSigual

Hill battery, when the enemy's pickets opened upon us. As it was our
intention to pass down unobserved, 1 did not reply to tliem. At 9:30
p. m., when just opposite the Dutch Gap Canal, yon ordered me to cast
off and go to the assistance of the steamer Torpedo, which was aground
on the south bank, 200 yards above. I immediately steamed for her,

sent a boat with a hawser and orders to make it fast, hailing Lieuten-
ant Bell, her commander, and telling him I would attempt to haul him
off. After expending half au hour and parting my only hawser. Lieu-
tenant Bell came on board and reported to me that his vessel had only
3 feet of water under her amidships, and that his bow was high and
dry in the bushes; that it was useless to lay by him any longer, as it

was impossible to get him afloat. Under the circumstances and from
the fact of the enemy's holding the country surrounding him, 1 advised
him to send on board of me everything he wished saved, to bring on
board all of his crew with the exception of three men and an officer,

and I would take him down to report the case to you. He replied he
would not desert his vessel, but would send me an officer and most of
his men, and would communicate with the shore batteries, if possible,

nearest him, for assistance, and for me to hasten to inform you of all,

that you might dispatch a torpedo boat up to him with further instruc-

tions. I continued down the river at 10 : 30 p. m,, joining the squadron
at the obstructions below Howlett's, reporting to you substantially as
above. From 1 a. m. to 4 a. m., the flagship being aground, I was
employed in endeavoring to get her afloat, being under fire of the
enemy's shore batteries the whole time. I then proceeded to assist the
Drevcry, which also was aground some 500 yards above, and worked at
her until daylight without success, when the enemy's sharpshooters
from the south bank opened upon us, and receiving instructions pre-

viously to steam up the river out of sight of the enemy at daylight,

I left her to her fate, and anchored, in company with the wooden gun-
boats and the Fredericksburg, nearly opposite Battery Dantzler, being
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exposed, however, to the enemy's fire uiitil uoou of that day. At 8 : 30

p. m. repaired on board tbe flagship and was ordered by you to picket

the river half a mile above. At 9 p. m. received orders for the night

and prepared to execute them. At 10: 30 p. m. Lieutenant Command-
ing Shepperd came alongside and countermanded tbe night orders,

instructing me to stand by to tow the steamer Hampton, which was dis-

abled. At 2 a. ni. steamed alongside of and made fast to the starboard

side of the Hampton, the steamer Torpedo being lashed to the port side,

with orders to tow the Hampton up to Chaffln's Bluff. At 2 : 30 a. m.
stationed my sharpshooters along the deck in order to meet any move-
ment of the enemy via Dutch Gap Canal. Got underway and pro-

ceeded up the river. When jast above Battery Garnett the enemy's
sharpshooters opened upon us from the north bank, which, as we ad-

vanced, became so severe as to preclude the possibility of a man show-
ing himself above the hammock nettings to return the fire. Before
reaching Signal Hill, sharpshooters (enemy's) on the south bank opened,
those on the north bank firing by battalion as a cover to a field bat-
tery posted on the brink of the hill, which next opened, together with a
mortar battery in the vicinity of Crow's Nest and the Signal Hill bat-
tery proper. It seems almost miraculous that we should have passed
through this fiery ordeal unharmed. At 4:40 a. m. we reached our
anchorage at Ohaffin's Bluff. The conduct of the officers and men was
unexceptionable, and although exposed to the fireofmusketry and heavy
guns from the time of passing Signal Hill, 9 p.m., Monday, until reach-
ing Battery Semmes, at 4 a. ra., Wednesday, 1 am happy to report no
casualties. To the coolness and skill of Mr. Turner, the pilot, I attrib-

ute the safe passage of the three wooden gunboats up the river mainly
due, and I would respectfully recommend him to your consideration.
The engineers' department deserves much credit for their untiring
zeal and prompt execution of orders. The vessel is in the same condi-
tion as when she was inspected two weeks ago, save tbe riddling of the
funnel, quarter boats, and hammock nettings with Minie balls and frag-
ments of shell. The iron casing to the pilot house formed an admirable
protection for the helmsman against sharpshooters.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Walter R. Butt.
Flag-Offtcer J. K. Mitchell,

Commanding James River Squadron.

Beport of Lientenant Wilson, C. S. Navy, commanding C. S. B. Hampton.

0. S. Gunboat Hampton,
Off Chaffln's Bluff, January 25, 1865.

SiE
:
In obedience to orders this vessel went alongside the Fredericks-

burg at 6 p. m. on the evening of the 22d and remained until the
following evening. At C p. m. on the 23d we proceeded down the river
and anchored abreast of Battery Semmes to await the arrival of the
fleet. At 7:10 p. m. got underway and steamed down the riverWhen abreast of Signal Hill the enemy's sharpshooters commenced
firing and continued until we had passed Dutch Gap We pro-
ceeded down the river until near the enemy's obstructions and came to
with our port anchor. The Virginia ran close aboard of us in the
darkness before being perceived, and we were forced to slip to avoid
collision, thus losing both anchor and chain. At 1 p. m passed the
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obstrnctions aiid steamed down the river (the enemy keeping up a
brisk fire of artillery and musketry) and went alongside the Fredericks-

burg below the Signal Tower, where we stopped the engines to await
the arrival of the fleet. At about 3:50 a. m., in obedience to orders
from Lieutenant Shepperd, commanding, returned to the obstructions,

which we repassed at about 4: 15 a. m. Communicated with the flag-

ship and came to near Battery Garnett, in a position sheltered from the
enemy's fire. At 8 p. m. on the evening of the 24th instant, in obedi-

ence to your order, I got underway and picketed the river from the
Howlett house to the obstructions until 9 p. m,, when I stood up the
river and reported to the flagship for orders. In passing down the river
in order to anchor near the obstructions and place a light thereon, I

was hailed by the flagship and ordered to return up the river. In
turning we were fouled by the Virginians chains and our propeller
rendered useless. At 2 : 35 a. m. the Hampton was towed up the river

by the Torpedo and Nansemond. While near Signal Hill we were sub-
jected to a heavy and continuous fire of all arms from the northern bank
only. Game to opposite Cbaflin's Jiluff at 5:20 a. m. The starboard
quarter boat was lost in passing the enemy's obstructions the first time,
and this, together with the loss of the port anchor and chain, were the
only losses sustained by this vesbel. Mr. W. W. Skinner, pilot, was
wounded by a musket shot. The conduct of the officers was very
satisfactory and I respectfully desire to mention favorably Master's
Mate Mason for his coolness and promptitude in manning boats and in
performing other duties while under heavy fire.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
Jos. D. Wilson,

First Lieutenant, Commanding.
Flag-Officer J. K. Mitchell,

Commanding James River ISquadron, Provisional Navy 0. 8.

P. S.—I may mention as an instance of the severity of the enemy's
fire that 810 balls and slugs were found on the deck of the Hampton
after she had anchored near Chaffin's Bluff. These shots were received
between Batteries Garnett and Semmes.

Very respectfully, etc., Jos. D. Wilson,
First Lieutenant, Commanding,

Beport cf lieutenant Bead, C. S. Navy, commanding torpedo boats.

James River Squabeon, January 25, 1865.

Sib : On the night of the 23d instant, when the squadron proceeded
down the river, the torpedo boats under mycommand were, in obedience
to your orders, stationed in the following order: The Hornet on the
port quarter of the Fredericksburg, the Scorpion on the starboard
quarter of the Virginia, and the Wasp ou the starboard quarter of the
Bichmond.
When the squadron passed the Point of Bocks the Scorpion was

directed by you to cast off and sound the bar in Trent's Beach, and to
examine the obstructions. Pilot Wood, of the Virginia, was sent with
me in the Scorpion. We proceeded to sound the bar, but when we
arrived at the obstructions the enemy opened upon us with musketry
and a small mortar, and the pilot declined to sound farther, saying that
he was satisfied that the channel was not open, and he became very
Insabordinate because I would not send him back to the Virginia, I
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steamed up to the Fredericksburg and got her skiff and pilot. I then

dropped the Scorpion down near the obstructions, and, takiug with me
in the skiff both pilots, 1 sounded through and across the north channel

and examined the obstructions. I found 3 fathoms of water through

the channel. A large spar was anchored diagonally across the channel,

the upper end being secured to the sunken vessel on the south side of

the channel and the lower end anchored near the middle of the chan

nel; the spar was also anchored by the middle. I steamed up in the

Scorpion to the Virginia and reported the result of the examination to

you. In obedience to your instructions I took two armed cutters and

went down for the purpose of cutting the chains by which the spar

across the channel was anchored. 1 conveyed to the commander of the

Fredericksburg your order for him to get underway and push through

at once. The Fredericksburg went through the obstructions before we
had finished cutting the chains, but she did not strike the spar. You
were then at the obstructions in a small boat, and ordered me to go on

board the Hampton and run her against the spar, then to jilace a light

on the vessel on the north side of the channel. I proceeded up in the

Scorpion, but not finding th& Hampton where she had at first anchored,

I concluded that she had gone through, and I proceeded down in search

of her, but it was so dark under the south bank that I could not find

her. I did not look long, however, as I thought it best to get a light

on the obstructions as early as possible. I accordingly steamed up to

the Virgina for a lantern. When I reached the Virginia I found her

aground and was informed by j'ou that the squadron would not go
through that night. In coming alongside of the Virginia the Scorpion

was pushed against one of the Virgiiiia^a outriggers by a hawser which
led from the starboard quarter of the Virginia to the Beaufort. The
torpedo pole and torpedo were carried away. The torpedo was towed
ashore, secured, and delivered to the steamer Torpe'lo. When the
Scorpion got clear I ordered her up the river to the Richmond. You
directed me to get my boats under Battery Dantzler before daylight.

I got on the Hornet and proceeded up toward the Richmond. Just
below the Richmond the Scorpion w;is found aground. I endeavored
to get to her in t\i& Hornet, but could not on account of the shoalness of
the water. I went up to the Richmond and ordered Master's Mate
Matherson, in the Wasp, to go to the assistance of the Scorpion. The
Wasp could not pull her off, but got ashore herself, but succeeded in

getting off in a few minutes. I directed Lieutenant Lakin to use every
exertion to get his boat afloat by daylight, but if he ialled to get her off

before that time to get his men out of range of the enemy's sharpshoot-
ers. Just as day was dawning I got the Hornet and the Wasp under
Battery Dantzler.
When the JDrewry exploded the Scorpion was much strained and

leaked badly. Lieutenant Lakin was severely, but I trust not danger-
ously, wounded. Firemen William Cooper and William Shailer were
killed. G. W. Edwards was badly wounded and W. Council slightly
wounded.
After dark on the 24th I proceeded down the river in the Beaufort

for the purpose of towing off the Scorpion. It was blowing so fresh
that the Beaufort w.xs unmanageable. A small boat was sent to the
Scorpion and found much water in her. The enemy turned his Drum-
mond light on the Scorpion and liis sharpshooters prevented us from
getting to her again. I reported her condition to you.
I have to report that all the officers and men under my command

performed their duty well.
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I enclose the reports of the officers commanding the Hornet and
Wasp, which speak for themselves.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. W. Read, 0. S. Navy,
Lieutenant, Commanding Torpedo Boats.

Plag-Offlcer Johw K. Mitchell, 0. S. Navy,
Commanding James River Squadron.

Beport of Kaster Blanc, C. S. ITavy, commanding toipedo boat Hornet.

James River Squadron, January 25, 1865.

Sir : In accordance with your orders I took charge of the torpedo
boat Hornet on the afternoon of the 23d and reported to Lieutenant
Commanding Shepperd as a tender on the Fredericlcsburg. I started
down in tow, but after going 2 miles was ordered to return in search of
the flagship to ask for further orders. Reaching the Virginia, I was
directed by the flag-officer to continue up to find the Richmond. Hav-
ing tulflllecl these orders, I once more turned to go to the Fredericksburg,
but in attempting to pass the Virginia grounded and was obliged to

await assistance from the Richmond, still some distance above. I was
Anally towed oft" by the Wasp, and again started down and passed Signal
Hill before I arrived at the Fredericksburg. Below Howlett's house
battery the Hornet was exposed to a heavy fire from sharpshooters
on the south bank, but received no hurt. When the Fredericksburg
l)assed through the obstructions I was ordered to attend and then
return to report her safe passage to the flag officer, after doing which I
was directed to tell the Richmond to get underway and follow the flag-

ship througli the obstructions. On returning near the Virginia I found
her ashore and'was hailed from her to come alongside. In attempting
to do so I grounded, but soon got oft" and secured to the port quarter of
the Virginia. The flag-officer now directed me to await orders where I

was. While waiting you took charge of the Hornet (the Scorpion being
injured) and left me on board the flagship, where I remained until she
got oft" on the 24th instant. The crew of the Hornet, whilst under my
charge, behaved well and like brave men. Mr. Billups, master's mate,
the only officer with me, deserves great credit for the manner in which
he fitted out the Hornet before my going on board. He had taken every
step to render her eff'ective and had attended to her complete equip-
ment with all necessary arms, torpedoes, etc., and was of most essen-

tial service whilst below under lire from the enemy's guns.
I ani, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Samuel P. Blanc,
Master, Provisional Navy C. S.

Lieutenant Commanding C. W. Read.

Beport of Uastei's Hate Uatherson, C. B. Navy, commanding toipedo boat Wasp.

James River Squadron, January 25, 1865.

Sir : On the night of the 23d instant, in obedience to your instruc-

tions, I reported to Commander Kell, of the Richmond, with the torpedo
boat Wasp. I accompanied the Richmond down the river. When we
were near Battery Semmes I went to the assistance of the Hornet,
which was aground, and soon succeeded in getting her afloat.
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Just before day, in obedieuce to an order from you, I endeavored to

tow the Scorpion off the shore, but did not succeed; we grounded, but

got off again in a few minutes.
, ^ ^. ^ * „

I thought it hazardous to go near the Scorpion, and therefore went up

to the Bichmond, where you ordered me up to Battery Dantzler.

All the men under my command behaved well.

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
' *^

J. W. Mathbrson,
Master's Mate, (J. 8. Navy.

Lieutenant 0. W. Bead, 0. S. Navy,
Commanding Torpedo Boats, James Bvjer Squadron.

BepoTt of lieatenant Bell, C. S. Wavy, conunanduig C. 8. S. Torpedo.

C. S. Naval Hospital,
Bichmond, January —, 1865.

Sir: In obedience to your command to make a written statement

regarding my conduct whilst. in command of 0. 8. S. Torpedo on the

night of the 24th instant, I shall endeavor to make a truthful statement,

hoping that I shall be able to clear myself from any blame that I may
be accused. I am aware that there may be rumors against my conduct,

but my own conscience clears me from all blame. My leaving the ship

at the time I did was unavoidable. From the time that the steamer

grounded I endeavored to ascertain by sounding with lead entirely

around the vessel, and found the water less by 1 foot under her stern

than the steamer drew; she was lilted out of the water her whole
length—bows entirely on the bank, and heeled over to starboard. It

was my impression, after making a careful investigation.of the position

of the steamer, that it would be impossible to get her off. In fact, it

was the impression of all on board. We grounded at about 8 :30 p. m.
At 9 p. m. the gnnboAt Nansemond, Lieutenant Butt commanding, came
up to assist in getting us off. We succeeded in getting a hawser fast

and attempted to haul her off' with the assistance of the Torpedo's

engines working hard to back. I found she did not move. The pilot

of the Nansemond said that it was high water. Then I was firmly con-

vinced that she could not be gotten off under the circumstances. I then
advised with Lieutenant Butt and his officers. They advised me to
send my crew on board of the Nansemond, first destroying my torpedoes
and all other property which would be serviceable to the enemy. I
concluded to send all of the crew but foUr men to the squadron, which
I did, and wait until I heard from you. I told Lieutenant Butt if I did
not hear from you after sufficient time for him to communicate with the
flagship I would take it for granted I was left to use my own discretion.
The Nansemond left at 9:30 p. m. I endeavored to ascertain if the
enemy were on the south side of the river, as there were several camp
fires near us, but no one at them. I then heard a noise as if boats were
shoving off from the north bank, and fearing that the enemy would
cross and take the vessel, I ordered the torpedo taken off and sunk. I
also had the ammunition of the gun and small arms destroyed; also
destroyed the whisky. I could distinctly see the enemy collecting on
the north side of the river. I sent two men to communicate with oar
pickets if possible; they did not return, being detained. At 1 : 30, after
midnight, the Drewry came up to haul us oft". 1 had despaired of hear-
ing from you, thinking you had succeeded in passing the obstructions.
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The Torpedo lay as before. I sounded often and found the water had
fallen considerably. 1 took a line from the Drewry, gave the order for
her to go ahead, started forward to see if the Torpedo started off. At
that moment the enemy opened a heavy fire Avith musketry. I enileav-
ored to shelter myself by stepi»ing on the guards or outside of the
vessel, and by so doing place the rail of ship between me and the
enemy, as the house was no shelter. Jn so doing my foot slipped and
I was precipitated overboard. I found the vessel had started off. I
caught by one of the torpedo guys, but from being so weak from sick-
ness 1 could not regain the steamer; had to let go and swim on shore.
I endeavored to join the ship by going down the bank, but found the
enemy had crossed on the south side—had to turn back. 1 did not
know anyone else had gotten ashore. I did not give any order for the
men to leave the ship, and left myself against my will. I ordered the
crew to shelter themselves until the enemy stopped firing. I then
took the men to Battery Semmes; could not get any farther myself,
having a chill. I sent the men to the squadron as soon as I could,
intending to follow as soon as I was able. I hope, sir, this statement
may meet with your kind approbation. At the same time, hope, when
I am allowed the honor of seeing you, I will be. able to clear every
doubt of my loyalty and willingness to serve the Confederacy in any
way.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Thos. p. Bell,

Second Lieutenant, Provisional Navy C. 8.

I allowed the steam to go down after I thought I would not hear
from you and would have to destroy the vessel.

Flag-OflBcer Jno. K. Mitchell,
Commanding James River Squadron.

Beport of Acting Master Smith, C. S. Navy, commanding C. S. S. Toipedo.

(J. S. S. Torpedo, January 25, 1865.

SlE : I am sorry to have to report that .night before last, when on our
way down to attack the enemy (when nearly abreast of Dutch Gap
Canal), that the Torpedo was fast alongside the Virginia and grounded.
Steamer Nansemond came up to try and haul us off, but failed. Lieu-
tenant Commanding T. P. Bell, commanding the Torpedo, ordered me
to take part of the crew, go on board the Nansemond, proceed in the
Nansemond down to the flagship, and report the condition of the Torpedo
to flag ofiScer, who ordered me up with the gunboat Drewry, to try if

possible and get the Torpedo off. On arriving close to Torpedo, Captain
Wall furnished me a hawser, which I carried to the Torpedo and made
it fast. In the meantime the enemy opened heavy flre upon us from
Dutch Gap. Lieutenant-Commanding Bell, of the Torpedo, and all the
crew except myself and two men left the Torpedo. We succeeded in

getting her off', by the assistance of the Drewry, under the enemy's fire.

After getting her oft' Captain Wall, of the Drewry, sent me an engineer
and three men. We immediately got up steam ard proceeded on down
to the squadron.

Lieutenant Bell destroyed all the ammunition, ram torpedo, and sev-

eral other things whilst I was gone to the flagship in the Nansemond.
When I reached the squadron I was furnished with ammunition, ram
torpedo, and such things as could be spared. The crew of the Torpedo,
hearing of the Torpedo being saved, came down to the batteries at
Howlett's at 1 p. m. yesterday evening and got on board, the Torpedo
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having been ordered up there with other wooden gunboats to be con-

cealed from enemy's monitors.

I lost the gig, the only boat belonging to the Torpedo, but was fur-

nished a boat [by] Captain Alexander, I am happy to say the Torpedo

is not materially damaged, and that her crew is all safe, through the
mercies of Almighty God.

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant,
P. W. Smith,

Acting Master, Provisional Ifavy G. S., Gomdg. Ounboat Torpedo.

Flag-Officer Jno. K. Mitchell,
Commanding James River Squadron.

Beport of Aotiiig Uutei Smith, C. B. Navy, of the C. S. S. Torpedo.

Submarine Defknses,
Chaffin's Bluff, February 9, 1865.

Sib: In compliance with your request of this date, I hereby state
that on the uigbt of the 23d of last month, when we started down the
river we had two officers on board the steamer Torpedo, Captain Bell
and myself. Whilst the steanier was ashore Captain Bell left, so there
was no officer on board but myself, until Captain Wall, of the steamer
Drewry, sent me an engineer (Third Assistant [ Engineer] Jas. E. Carlon).
After getting down to the flagship, you sent me another engineer

(Third Assistant [Engineer] H. Discher). These were the only officers

ou board the steamer Torpedo on the night of the 23d of last month.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

P. W. Smith,
Acting Master, Provisional Navy, C. 8.

Flag-OfQcer Jno. K. Mitchell,
Commanding James River Squadron.

Beport of Fleet Surgeon Harrison, C. 8. Navy, regarding casualties in the James Biver
Squalen.

C. S. Flagship Virginia,
James River, January 26, 1865.

Sir: The following is a correct and full report of the casualties
which occurred iu the James Eiver squadron, during its operations
against the enemy on the night of the 23d, the day and night of the
24th, and the morning of the 25th instant.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. D. Harrison,

_ Fleet Surgeon.
Flag-Offlcer J. K. Mitchell,

Comdg. James River Squadron, 0. 8. 8. Virginia, James River.

No. 1. Lieutenant William P. Mason, of this vessel, wound through
the fleshy part of the left thigh ; not dangerous. His right foot was
slightly cut, and right leg painfully scorched by the explosion of a
shell.

No. 2. Lieutenant Edward Lakin, attached to torpedo boat Scorpion,
was blown overboard by the explosion of the steamer Drewry; severely
stunned and dangerously contused on left side of chest, right arm and
hand, and left leg.
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Ko. 3. P. W. Smith, seaman, of this vessel, was knocked down a hatch
by the explosion of a shell and badly braised about the head and back.
No. 4. Thos. Ferrill, landsman, of this vessel, had right foot braised

and barned by explosion of shell.

No. 5. William Edwards, seaman, of this vessel, but serving on
board the torpedo boat Scorpion, was blown overboard by the explo-
sion of the steamer J)rewry and severely contused on left arm and leg;

not dangerously hurt.

No. 6. David Kinker, first-class boy, of this vessel, had ankle con-
tused and painfully scorched by the explosion of a shell, and was
knocked down fire-room hatch by same; not dangerously hurt.
No. 7. G. M. Bogers, landsman, of this vessel, received small fragment

of shell in right cheek and a cat on left thumb; slight case.

No. 8. J. 0. McDermott, landsman, of this vessel, cut and severely
braised on right side of neck ; left thigh a good deal contused ; not
serious case.

No. 9. Peter Mulina, seaman, of this vessel, received contusion of
right thigh and left ankle by explosion of a shell; painful, but not
serious case.

No. 10. J. K. P. Matthews, landsman, of this vessel, was cut on hand
and thigh by fragment of shell; slight case.

No. 11. James Murphy, landsman, of this vessel, cut on both legs and
face by fragments from the knocking in of the stern bulwarks of the
ship by XY-inch shot from Yankee monitor; not a serious case.

No. 12. J. N. Teague, landsman, of this vessel, cut by fragment of
shell on back of wrist; not serious case.

No. 13. Eichard Pascoe, ship's painter, of this vessel, cut by small

fragment of shell in riglit leg and hand; eyes severely scorched by
explosion of shell; not severe case.

No. 14. "W. W. Skinner, pilot of steamer Hampton, struck by Mini6
ball in back; wound slight.

No. 16. J. A. Keenan, landsman, of this vessel; native of New York;
was struck and killed by the fragments of the stern bulwarks of the

ship when knocked in.

No. 16, William Dechiso, first-class fireman, of this vessel, is miss-

ing; was blown overboard from torpedo boat Scorpion.

No. 17. J. K. Cooper, second-class fireman, of this vessel, is missing;

was blown overboard from torpedo boat Scorpion.

No. 18. T. M. Moody, landsman, of the steamer Drewry, was killed

by the explosion of steamer Drewry.
No. 19. J. W. Grice, landsman, of steamer Boanoke, was also blown

up and killed by explosion of steamer Drewry.
These last two men are reported to have volunteered to go to the

assistance of the torpedo boat Scorpion, which was aground near the

steamer Drewry, and had just reached her when the explosion occurred.

Beport of a coancil of war, convened by order of Tlag-Offlcer Uitohell, C. S. Kayy.

C. S. Ibonolad Virginia,

Off Battery Dantzler, James River, January 24, 1865—11 p. m.

Sir: At your request we have maturely weighed all the circum-

stances now attending the squadron under your command. They are

as follows

:

That we fully appreciate the necessity of its attacking the enemy's

naval forces in this river; that but one hoar of flood tide yet remains;

N w R—VOL 11 44
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that the smokestack and exhaust pipe of this ship have beeu so much
broken and perforated by the enemy's projectiles that the steam, when
the engines are moving, completely fills the main deck of the ship,

making it impossible for the officers and men to see to work the gans.
Moreover, the wind being aft in going down the river, the pilots com-
plain that it blinds them and that they are not willing to risk getting

the ship through Trent's Reach, for fear of running her aground, sub-

jecting her again to the condition in which she was situated last night
and this forenoon. They also complain that the Drummoud light now
reflected up Trent's Eeach by the enemy is also another difficulty in

the way of the safe pilotage of the squadron, the glare of this light

being so great. They say that it is possible to pilot the ship up the
river against the wind. We have neither material nor time to make
the repairs to the smokestack and exhaust pipe before the tide begins
to fall. The success of the enterprise against the enemy having been, in

our opinion, greatly militated by the grounding of this ship and the
Richmond, the loss of the Brewry and one pilot torpedo boat, and the
disabling of another and of the gunboat Hampton.
The enemy having been fully apprised of our plans, and no doubt

having been able by this time to make every preparation to prevent
their consummation, we do not deem it advisable to prosecute the plan
of attacking him at present.
In view of the above circumstances, we feel compelled to advise that

the whole squadron return tonight to its old position below Ghaffln's
Bluff.

Very respectfully, your obedient servants,
Jno. MoIntosh Kbll,

Oommander, Provisional Navy 0. S.

Jno. W. Dunnington,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

P. B. Sheppeed,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

Plag-Offlcer Jno. K. Mitchell,
Commanding James River Squadron.

List of offioen on board the 0, S, S. Virginia,

Rank.

riag-officer .<

LieuteDant, commanding
!Flag-lieutenant
Second lieutenant
Surgeon
Aesistant snrgeon
ABSistantpaymafiter
Master
Passed midshipman

x)o'"".y"//^'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.v.'.'.

Midshipman
Do

Chief engineer

"Same.

J. K. Mitchell.
J. W. Dannington.
C. J. Graves.
W.P.Mason.
W.D.Harrison.
J. E. Moyler.
N. K. Adams.
J.A.G.Williamson
P.H.Gibbs.
H. H. Scott.
F.M.Thomas.
F.S.Kennett.
W. S. Davidson.
H. X. Wright.

Kank.

Second assistant eneineer . .

.

Third assistant engineer
Do
Do

Gnnner
Carpenter
Master's mat-e
First lieutenant (marines) . .

.

Secretary
Pilot

Do
Signal officer

Do
Do

Name.

E.r.GHl.
H. Discher.
J. K. Langhome.
J. L. McDonald.
K. J. Webb.
W. R. Jarvig.
J.T. Layton.
T. P.Gwynn.
J. "W.Daniel.
E.Moore.
S. "W. Woo<l.
F. A. G. Handy.
D. B. Bradford.
T.J. Waldron.

Eespectfully submitted.

Jno. W, Dunnington,
T-,1 ^ncL -r ^ ,, Lieutenant, Commanding.
Flag-Officer J. K. Mitchell,

Commanding James River Squadron.
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List of officers on board the 0. S. B. Bichmond.

Rauk. Kame. Rank. Name.

J.Ii[cI.:Eell.
A. G. Hullgins.
L. R. Hill.
W. W. Read.
J.A.Peters.
H. H. Tyson.
E.C.Macbin.
S. M. Roberts.
E. G. Williams.
C.E.Porter.
H. Williams.
Chas. Layton.

First lieutenant Do S. M. Foster.
Do Do U. E. Bragdon.

G. N. Halstead.Assistant surgeon
Do J.G.Boxley.

B. F. Rodman.Do First assistant engineer
Second assistant engineer . .

.

Third assistant engineer
Do

M. P. Yonng.
J.W. Tomlinson.
T. J. White.

Lieutenant (Mailne Corps). ..

Gunner.....
Do Z. Fearing.

W. H. Seabury.PUot Do
Do

list of officers on board the C. 8. 8. Fredeiicksbnrg.

C. S. Ibonclad Fkederioksbtteg,
James Biver, February 5, 1865.

Sir: The following is a list of the ofScers on board this ship on the
23d ultimo

:

Rank.

Lieutenant, commanding
First lieutenant
Second lieutenant
Passed midshipman

Do
Master's mate

Do
Do

Assistant surgeon
Do

Assistant paymaster

Name.

Francis £. Sbepperd,
.^neas Armstrong.
Crawford H. Gormley.
Lawrence M. Rootes.
Francis L. Place.
Richard N. Sprac^ins.
William A. Lamkin.
George M. Rootes.
J. P. Lipscomb.
Edmund E. Goldsbor-
ongh.

Edward Mc£esn.

Rank.

Second lieatenant (C.S.
Marine Corps.)

Gunner
Second assistant engineer

Third assistant engineer
Do
Do
Do

Pilot
Do

Signal operator
Do

Kame.

Everard T. Egglestoii.

James H. Cablll.
Adolphus L Schwartz-
man.

James E. Lacklison.
William H.Hardy.
[J.E.] Viemelson.
James E. Ruth.
Lewis Parrish.
Samuel Barnes.
Nicholas H. Lewis.
LafayetteW. Hodges.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. E. Shepperd,

Lieutenant^ Commanding.

Flag-Officer John K. Mitchell, Provisional Navy G. S.,

Commanding James River Squadron.

list of officers on board the C. S. 8. Hampton.

C. S. S. Hampton,
James River Squadron,, February 5, 1865.

List of oflScers on board this vessel on the night of the 23d of January,
1865:

Rank. Name. Kank. Name.

Lvman BuoIe.
Thomas Mason.
Jos. S. West.

Third assistant engineer
Second-class pilot ...........

Jos. Minchener.
Do W. W. Skinner.

SecoBd assistant engineeF A. J. HamU.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Jos. D. Wilson,
First Lieutenant, Commanding.

Flag-OfiScer J. K, Mitchell,
Commanding James River Squadron.
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last of ofBcen on board the C. 8. 8. Nanaemond.

0. S. S. Nansemond,
James River, February 5, 1865.

SiB: The following-named oflBcers were attached to this vessel on
the night of the ^3d J anuary

:

Rank. Xame. Bank. Name.

Lieutenant, commanding Walter E. Butt.
James B. Ratolitf.

W.B.Littlepage.
A. W. Masters.

TLlrd assistant engineer Jno. H. Parker.
A. "V. Rowe.

Pilot
Do G. S. Adams*

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Walter K. Butt,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

FlagOflacer Jno. K. Mitchell,
Commanding James River Squadron.

Lilt of officers on board the C. 8. 8. Beaufort

0. S. S. Beaufort,
James River, February 5, 1865.

Sib: I have the honor to state that the following-named officers were
on board this vessel on the evening of the 23d of January last, viz

:

Bank.

Lieutenant, commanding . .

.

Assistant surgeon
Third assistant engineer . .

.

Name.

J. W. Alexander.
J. W. BelTin.
W. T. Harding.

Bank.

Acting master's mate .

Do

Name.

S. M. Smith.
OnstaTus Foster.

Assistant Surgeon J, W. Belvin was detailed on the 24th January,
and Second-Class Pilot W, H. Oarlon joined the vessel on the same
day.

EespectfuUy, etc.,

J. W. Alexander,
Lieutenant, Commanding,

Flag-Officer Jno. K. Mitchell,
Commanding James River Squadron.

List of officers, late of the C. 8. 8. Drewry, giving their present duty.

C. S. S. ViBGINLA,
James River Squadron, January 25, 1865.

Sir: I herewith transmit to yon a list of the ofBcers and crew of the
O. 8. gunboat Dreiory, lately under my command, and where thev are
at the present time:
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Name. Rank. Dnty.

"W H "Wall Lieutenant, rommamUnK Ordered to Lieut. C. W. Read,
WiUiam Smith Ordered to eteamer Torpedo.

Ordered to Lieut. W. L. Bradford.L. L. Foater ... .,lo

do On board C, S>, S, Richmond,
Xliird a.miiitant enj^ineer Do.

On C. S. S. Richmond.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. Wall, Provisional Navy C. S.,

Lieutenant, Gommandinf/.

Flag-Oflficer Jno. K. Mitchell, Provisional Navy C. S.

Commanding James Biver Squadron.

Unofficial letter from Second Lieutenant Eggleston, C, S. Uarine Corpa, to Captain Holmei,
C. 8, Harine Corps.

C. S. S. Fbedericksbtjeg, January 20, 1865.

My Deab Sir: Thinking that you may feel some interest iu the
late movement of the squadron, I will endeavor to give you an idea of
what we did and the cause of our return.
We got underway at G : 30 p. m. Monday last, and proceeded down

the river [James], passing the upper end of Dutch Gap at 1U:30 p. m.
This vessel, with the Hampton in tow, leading, the Virginia and UTanse-

mond next, followed by the Richmond and JDrewry in the same order.

It was a most complete surprise. The first picket that fired at us was
at the foot of Signal Hill ; the first heavy gun was opposite Dutch Gap.
We had to anchor twice above the Yankee obstructions to wait for the
other vessels, and having cut away some spars we passed safely

through their obstructions at 1 : 15 a. m. and (tame to anchor some 400
yards below, to wait for the other vessels. Up to this time everything
had gone on finely; none of their mortar or rifled shot had dtme any
damage, and we were anxiously looking for the Virginia. All felt cer-

tain that daylight would find us at Harrison's Bar, busy sinking
obstructions, with the river open behind us. Every officer and man
seemed to appreciate the importance of the end to be attained, and all

seemed prompted to do everything in their power. We waited for an
hour and a half, when our captain (Shepperd) sent up and found the
Virginia, Richmond, and Drewry hard aground, with the tide falling.

We were ordered to come up and lay by to render assistance. We
came up and anchored just above the Virginia. The enemy had opened
on us from four mortar batteries and several rifled guns, and were get-

ting our range pretty well, but up to daylight no damage was done.
About daylight a double-turreted monitor came up to within 900 yards
of the Virginia and opened on her with XV and XI inch guns. Their
land batteries of 200 and lOO-pounder Parrotts also opened with their

mortars, and twelve or fifteen pieces of field artillery (20 and 30 pounder
Parrotts). She was struck beween 125 and 150 times, but the only ones
that did any damage were two XV-inch. One struck just above and
to the right of the after port on the port side, driving in the shield

from the top of the port to the spar deck. The shield had 6 inches of
iron and 28 inches of old field pine. This shot killed 1 and wounded 7.

Another struck amidships on the port side, driving in some 2 feet of
the plating and the woodwork.
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Two 100-pounder Parrotts struck on tbe spar deck, cracking one of
the largest beams; besides this there was very little damage done.
The Drewry was blown up by a mortar shell about 8 a. m. Tuesday

morning; only 2 men w^ere killed. The Richmond sustained little or no
damage. The greatest damage this vessel sustained was from a 200-

poundcr Parrott that struck on the fantail forward and cut oar anchor
chain, and the jar, it is supposed, started her leaking. We got under-
way Tuesday evening, but found the Virginia^ exhaust pipe and
smokestack were so riddled as to fill the gun deck with smoke and
steam, which was the cause of our returning.
The whole blame rests with the two pilots of the Virginia. As it

afterwards turned out, there was only one monitor above City Point.
It is reported that we will go down again this evening; if so, we can
hardly hope for so few obstacles; but if we go at all, it should be before
they have time to collect a large fleet.

The marines were landed once to meet a reported advancing line of
the enemy's sharpshooters, but we could not discover any.
We might have done something that would have had a great effect

but for those pilots (I omit the adjective from motives of charity).
Trusting for better luck next time, and with kind regards to Captain

Wilson, Messrs. Cameron, Crenshaw, and all enquiring friends,! remain,
Very truly, your friend,

E. T. Eggleston.
Captain George Holmes,

Gamp Beall,

[Telegram.]

IfAVY Department, January 34, 1865.

Proceed to Hampton Roads without delay and report for dnty there.
Gideon Welles,

Secretary.
Captain A. H. Kilty,

Commanding Roanoke, Point Lookout.

[Telegram.]

City Point, Va., January 24, 1865—8 p. m.
(Received 8: 10 p. m.;

Until all is secure here I can not leave for Wilmington. It will be
Thursday morning at the earliest before I can leave.

TJ. S. Grant,
Lieutenant- General.

Hon. G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, January 24, 1865.
Have a good steamer to take Lie.utenant-General Grant and myself

to Cape Fear, to be ready Thursday morning.

G. V. Fox,
_ ^ . ^ ^^ ^ Assistant Secretary of the Navy.
Captain J. M. Berrien,

Oommandant Navy Yard, Norfolk, Va.
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[Telegram,]

City Point, January 24, 1865.

( Received 9:50 p. m.)

If the weather holds dry I want to go to Fort Fisher as soon as pos-
sible, so as to be here whenever the roads admit of troops moving.

If it shoald rain, a day or two would not make any difference. I
should particularty like you to go with me, however.

U. S. Grant,
Lieutenant- General.

Captain Fox.

Report of Lieutenant- Gommander West, U. 8. Navy, commanding naval
station at Beaufort, N. ' G., regarding the movements of vessels.

Naval Station,
Beaufort, N. G., January 24, 1866.

Sir: The IT. S. S. Lenapee arrived last evening from New York with
orders to report to you. Having encountered heavy weather and great
difiQculty with her steering gear, she will require some three to four days
for repairs and coaling, when she will proceed to join you at Wilming-
ton. I send enclosed a copy of additional numbers allotted to vessels
received from Lieutenant-Commander S. Magaw, commanding U. S. S.

Lenapee. The coal vessels are on their way down, and all orders are
being carried out as rapidly as our force permits. I hope to have the
ordnance steamer Gha^e and schooners Mason and M. & E. Henderson
on their way to morrow.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
"Wm. C. West,

Lieutenant-Gommander, Gommanding Naval Station.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Gommanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant- Gommander Barnes, U. S. Navy, regarding military

affairs in South Garolina and Georgia.

\J. S. S. Bat,
Off Western Bar, January 24, 1865.

Admiral: I reached Georgetown, [S. C], this forenoon, and found
there the State of Georgia, Commander Fabius Stanly, senior officer;

Mingo, Nipsic, and Ethan Allen. The Tuscarora was hourly expected
from I'ort Eoyal. I received from Gommander Stanly the enclosed
communication from General Sherman, and returned without delay
with it to this point.

The Mingo, Commander Creighton, goes inside ofWinyah Bay today,
and the port of Georgetown will thus be effectually closed to blockade
runners by an inside blockade.
Commander Creighton informs me that he left Broad Eiver, touch-

ing at Hilton Head yesterdiiy. General Sherman was then at Hilton
Head, and his army variously distributed with a view to the capture of
BranchvilJe, |S. C.l, Augusta, Ga., and other places in South Carolina;
that he expressed his intention of laying waste most of South Carolina



696 NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

before approaching Charleston. [F. P.J Blair's corps was at Pocotaligo

;

[J. P.] Hatch's at Garden's Corner, or thereabouts. Branchville was
reported heavily fortified and defended by a large army ; a heavy fight

was anticipated in taking the place. A feint was to be made, which it

was thought would draw Hardee's attention toward Augusta. Lee has
sent large reinforcements to Georgia and South Carolina. It was stated

also that some of our troops had landed at Bull's Baj', but nothing
definite seemed to be known of it. None of the oflBcers had heard of
any projected movement by which Sherman would touch at Georgetown,
and Commander Creighton seemed very confident that he knew all the
contemplated movements.
The monitor Montauk left Hilton Head to join you yesterday. The

State of Georgia was under orders to report to you for a supply of XV-
inch shell. I shall continue to cruise under my orders, touching off

Georgetown occasionally for any other communication which may be
there for you, and give some attention to Little Eiver and Shallotte
inlets.

I am, admiral, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
John S. Barnes,

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Bat.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Gomdg, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Cape Fear River.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Macomb, U. S.
Navy, regarding measuresfor the protection of New Berne.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Z7. S. Flagship Malvern, Cape Fear River, January 3d, 1865.

Sir : I have ordered the torpedo boat Spuyten Duyvil to report to
you. You will keep her at New Berne and blow up if she attempts to
come down.

I have also ordered three or four double-enders to proceed to New
Berne to protect the place. They are to remain at New Berne.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-A dmiral.

Commander W. H. Maoomb,
Commanding District of the Sounds of North Carolina.

Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Macomb,
U. 8. Navy, in respome to his requestfor a Parrott rifle.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Cape Fear River, January 24, 1865.

Sir: Your letter of 20th instant, requesting that a 30-pounder Par-
rott rifle be sent to you for your vessel, has been received

I have repudiated the Parrott guns altogether, but have written to
the Bureau of Ordnance requesting that two 20-pounder brass Dahleren
rifles be sent to you. °

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

Datid D. Porter,

Commander W. H. Macomb,
Rear-Admiral.

Commanding District of the Sounds of North Carolina.
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Report of Commander Macomb, U. 8. Navy, regarding the urgent need of
additional vessels for the protection ofNew Berne and Plymouth, N. G.

U. S. S. Shamrock,
District of the Sounds of North Carolina,

Off New Berne, A. C, January 24, 1865.

Admiral: I have the hoDor to acknowledge the receipt of your let-

ter of the IJtth instant, and to inform you that I have this day arrived
at New Berne with this vessel, leaving the Mattahesett, Valley City,

Geres, and Lockwood with the tugs at Plymouth.
We have now at New Berne the Shamrock, Wyalusing, and Gommo-

dore Hull,
As yet there have been no signs of an attack, nor do the authorities

here seem to expect one. I am only fearful that instead of moving ou
this place the enemy may attack J'lymouth in my absence while we are
so shorthanded there.

This brings u]) again a subject on which I have spoken before, i. e.,

the necessity of having more vessels sent to this district. As it is now
I shall be obliged to send the Commodore Hull and Lockwood north for

repairs, both these vessels having been repeatedly condemned by sur-

veys, and only kept out hero because we could not spare them. The
consequence is they are both almost entirely broken down. The Hull
has been at work a month patching her boiler, and the other day, when
she pumped the water into it, it was as bad as ever, and they had to

go to work again. Even without the loss of these vessels I was very
sliort-handed, but now that they are useless, should the enemy make
any movement in this part of the State I would be unable to oppose him
as I should in all the sounds and rivers of this district. I have not
even vessels enough to take care of both sounds.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
"W. H. Macomb,

Gomdr., Comdg. District Sounds, North Atlantic Squadron.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Pokter,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

[Te\egrlkm.\

City Point, Ya., January 2:\, 1865—7 p. m.
' (Received 8 p. m.)

I will wait at Hampton Boads until Friday for you. Shall not start

from here until 10 p. m. to-morrow evening, unless you say you can
not go.

U. 8. Grant,
Lieutenan t- Oeniral.

Hon. G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary Navy.

[TelegrRni-]

Navy Department, January 25, 1865.

Has the Rlwde Island returned ? She will be wanted Friday morning
at 8 a. m. for General Grant.

Gideon Welles,
[Secretary of the Navy.]

Commodore Lanman, TJ. S. Navy,
Hampton Boads, Virginia.
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Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, V. S. Navy, to Commodore Thatcher, U. 8.

Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Colorado, to proceed with that vessel to New
YorTc.

Cape Fear Eivee, January 25, 1865.

Sir: By direction of the honorable Secretary of the Navy, you will

proceed with your vessel to New York aud rejwrt tfl him by letter from
there upon your arrival.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D, Porter^

Bear-Admiral.
Commodore H. K. Thatcher,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Colorado, Hampton Boads, Virginia.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8, Navy, to Captain 8mith, U. 8. Navy,
commanding U. 8. 8. Wabash, to proceed with that vessel to Boston,

Cape Fear Eiver, January 25, 1865.

Sir : By direction of the honorable Secretary of the Navy, you will

proceed with your vessel to Boston, Mass., and report to him by letter
upon your arrival.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
Captain M. Smith,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Wabash, Hampton Boads, Virginia,

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commodore Lanman, U. 8.
Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Minnesota, to proceed with that vessel to
Portsmouth, N. H.

Cape Fear River, January 25, 1865,

Sir : By direction of the honorable Secretary of the Navy, you will
proceed with your vessel to Portsmouth, N. H., and report to him by
letter upon your arrival.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral,

Commodore Joseph Lanman,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Minnesota, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

[Telegram.]

TJ. S. S. New Ironsides,
Bermuda Hundred, via City Point, January 25, 1865,

(Received 1 : 20 p. m., January 28.)
Admiral Porter has ordered the Massasoit, Hunchback, and 8puvten

Duyvil to New Berne, N. U. In view of the difiQculties here I have
retained them. General Graham wants boats to land troops at Pagan
Creek. I have asked Commodore Lanman to furnish them.

Wm. Radford,
„ /-, TTT Commodore.
Hon. G. Welles,

Secretary of the Navy,
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Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant- Commander
Watmough, U. S. Navy, to forward a copy of signals used hy Lieutenant
Gushing.

Cape Feab Eivee, January 25, 1865.

Sir : You will send me a copy of the signals used b}' Lieutenant
Cusbing to entice blockade runners in.

You will have Bald Head light lit every night and detail a special
party to attend to it.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.
Lieutenant-Oomniander P. G. Watmottgh,

Commanding Kansas, off Smithville.

Instructionsfrom Bear-Admiral Porter, TJ, S.Navy, to Commander Glitz,

U. S. Navy, in relation to blockade runners and prizes.

Gape Fear River, January 25, 1865.

Sir : You will have the guns on the Mound put in order, loaded, and
pointed across the channel seaward to fire on a blockade runner that
may come in and attempt to go out again. This must be done at once;
a crew placed at the guns every night and an intelligent officer to
attend to the lights.

Besides the range lights you must keep on shore a red and white
light, which must be shown at the foot of the Mound, white above the
red, until we can get the night signals, and also wave a white light

twice from the foot of the Mound as the stranger comes in. An armed
tug will be kept in readiness every night at sunset and report to you.
You will have a boat's crew and an officer in whom you can repose con-
fidence to take charge if a prize comes in. Push alongside and board
her and take possession. If she attempts to escape the Mound will

open fire on her and so will the tug.

When your boat boards the prize, draw up on the quarter-deck every
man belonging to our boats and don't permit one of them to go below.
Place an officer in charge of engine room and over the holds with orders
to shoot anyone attempting to take anything belonging to the ship,

and he will without hesitation shoot any person belonging to the prize

who attempts to throw anything overboard or attempts to injure the
vessel or property in her in any way. As soon as possible put marines
on board. Take away all the liquor from passengers and lock it up.

If they are unruly place them in irons.

I look to you now to see these orders carried out to the letter, and
place any officer under arrest who attempts to take the slightest article

out ofthe prize. Immediatelyon boarding, place all the passengers below
and place a sentry over them while you search for papers. I don't intend
any such disgraceful scene shall occur again under my command as

occurred on the last occasion, and I look to you to see that my orders
are strictly carried out.

Report to me at 4 o'clock p. m. that the guns on the Mound are all

ready for service and loaded, and the crews detailed for them. Any-
thing you can think of to help the matter let me know.
An engineer should always go on the night picket to aid in case his

knowledge is required. The engineer will at once jump to the engine
room and look out for the cocks, and see that no tricks are played. He
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will be armed, and shoot any engineer, fireman, or coal heaver who may
attempt to in.juie the vessel while in our possession.

None of the vessels lying in the river are to show any lights at night.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.

Commander .T. M. B. Olitz,
GommandiiKj Osceola.

Capture of the British steamer Blenheim, Janvry 25, 1865.

Baport of Bear-Admiral Porter, TT, 8. Navy.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Gape Fear River, January 25, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to report the capture of the blockade runner
Blenheim, from Nassau. She came in here last night, supposing the

place had not been taken, and fell into our hands.
She has an assorted cargo of blankets, shoes, hats, etc.

I will send her to New York for adjudication.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Beport cf Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Oreen, TT. S. Navy, commanding IT. B. 8. Tristram
Shandy.

TJ. S. S. Tristram Shandy,
Gape Fear River, January 26, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 25th of
January, 1865, 1 boarded with a prize crew and took possession of the
steamer Blenheim, loaded with an assorted cargo and attempting to run
the blockade.
At the time of capture she had anchored ofif the Mound battery,

and no one on board was aware of the capture of this place by our
forces. At the time of boarding they were endeavoring to get the ves-
sel underway. A boat from the U. S. S. Gettysburg boarded her about
five minutes after my boat.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

F. M. Green,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Gommandinq.

Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Beport of Acting Master Gelett, IT. 8. Navy, commanding V. 8. 8. Lilian.

U. S. S. Lilian,
New Inlet, North Carolina, January 25, 1865.

Sir : I beg leave to respectfully submit the following report of the cir-
cumstances attending the capture of the blockade runner Blenheim at
New Inlet, North Carolina, January 25, 1865:
At daylight perceived a strange steamer anchored inside the bar. I
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immediately proceeded on board, and on my arrival found a boat from
the U. 8. S. Tristram Shandy, which had boarded her a few minutes
previously. Being the senior ofQcer present on board, I immediately
took charge of her till a prize master from the U. S. S. Tristram Shandy
and a guard of marines from the flagship arrived. The Lilian was about
three-fourths of a mile distant from the prize, lying at anchor, being
the nearest ship to the Blenheim, except the U . S. S. Tristram Shandy.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jos. S. Gblett,
Acting Master, Commander,

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of tlie Navy, Washington, D. G.

Beport of Acting Eniigii Sanda, V. S. Navy, V. 8. 8. OettTsbnTg, olaiming a share of the prize-

U. S. S. Gettysbubo,
New Inlet, Sorth Carolina, January 2'}, 1865.

Sir : Yesterday morning at early daylight I, being officer of the deck,
perceived a strange steamer within the bar, and at once notified Acting
Master Dahlgren thereof. We lowered a boat at once, which was the
sex»)nd boat to board her, and but a few minutes after the boat from the
Tristram Shandy, We had steam up at the time, and could have been
underway as soon as the Blenheim herself, and thereforewe claim a share
in her as assisting in the capture.
In the absence of the commanding officer pro tem.. Acting Master

Dahlgren, I have the honor to make this statement.
Yery respectfully, etc.,

F. P. B. Sands,
Acting Ensign, U. S. S. Gettysburg.

Commodore J. M. B. Glitz,
Commanding U, S, S, Osceola,

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Havy, to Commander Clitz, TT. 8. STavy, commanding TI. S. 8.

Osceola, to famish list of vessels entitled to a share in the prize.

KoRTH Atlantic Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Malvern, Cape Fear River, January 26, 1865.

Sir: You will send in to me a list of those vessels you consider
entitled to share in the capture of the Blenheim.

I want the names of only those who could have assisted and pre-

vented the prize from going to sea and escaping.
EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Commander J. M. B. Glitz,
Commanding TT. S. S. Osceola.

Beport of Commander Clitz, TT. 8. Navy, giving list of vessels entitled to share in the prize.

U. S. S. Osceola,
Cape Fear Biver, North Carolina, January 26, 1865.

Admiral : In reply to your communication of today I have to state

that in my opinion the following vessels are entitled to share in the
capture of the English prize steamer Blenheim, viz

:
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U. S. S. Gettysburg, TJ. S. S. Osceola, U. S. S, Lilian, TJ. S. S. Tristram
Shandy, TJ. S. S. Britannia.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

J. M. B. Glitz,
Commander, TJ. S. Navy.

Sear-Admiral David D. Poktee,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron, Cape Fear River.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, H. S, Navy, to Lieutenant Smith, V. 8. Navy, to proceed to New
York in command of prize steamer Blenheim.

North Atlantic Squadron,
TJ. S. Flagship Malvern, January 27, 1865.

Sir : Ton are hereby detached from the TJ. S. S. Mackinaw, and yon
will assume command of the prize steamer Blenheim and proceed with
her to New York and deliver her to the prize commissioners, taking
their receipt for the same, and report her to the district judge.
After performing this duty you will report to the Navy Department

for orders.
EespectfnUy, etc., David D. Por'I'ee,

Rear-Admiral.
Lieutenant B. P. Smith, TJ. S. Navy.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy,
to proceed to the Navy Department as a member of a board.

Navy Deparment, January 25, 1865.

Sir : The Department desires you, so soon as you have finished oper-
ations in Cape Fear River and can be spared therefrom, to rejwrt at
the Bureau of Navigation, Navy Department, as a member of a naval
board, of which Vice-Admiral Farragut will act as president.

Very respectfully,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Porter, TJ, S. Navy,
Hampton Roads, Virginia.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, January 26, 1865.
We shall be with you in the morning (Friday). Please be ready to

take us to Oape Fear and back.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

Commander S. D. Trenohabd, TJ. S. Navy
U. S. S. Rhode Island, Hampton Roads.
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, TJ. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant Gushing, U. 8.

Navy, commanding U. 8, 8. Monticello, to cruisefor blockade runners.

Cape Fear Eiver, January 26, 1865.

Sir : Yon will proceed with your vessel to the southward of the West-
ern Bar to-night, down along the coast near Folly Inlet, New River, and
Sballotte Inlet, and see if you can pick up any blockade runners.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.

Lieutenant W. B. GtiSHiNG,
Commanding Monticello.

[Telegram.]

Fort Monroe, January 27, 1863.

(Received 11: 15 a. m.)

The Assistant Secretary of the >'avy desired me to say that Lieuten-
ant-General Grant and himself sailed by the Rhode Island at 10 a. m.

Joseph Lanman,
Commodore and Senior Officer, etc.

Secretary of the Navy.

ITelegram.]

Fort Monroe, Va., January 27, 1865.

(Received 1 p. m.)

I have just received the following dispatch, dated City Point, Jan-
uary 27, 1865, from Commodore William Radford

:

It is reported that an expedition of torpedo boats is fitting ont, three in Junes
Creek and one in Smithfield Creek, nearly opposite Newport News.

Joseph Lanman,
Commodore and Senior Officer.

Hon. Gideon Welles.

[Telegram.]

Washington, [January 27, 1865].

If practicable, fit out and dispatch an expedition to capture or destroy
the torpedo boats reported to be in Jones Creek. If not practicable,
take all proper measures to guard against disaster to our vessels.

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Commodore Jos. Lanman,
Oomma/nding U. 8. 8. Minnesota and Senior Officer,Hampton Boads.
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[Telegram.]

FOBTRESS Monroe, Va., January 27, 1865—1 p. m.

I am organizing a party to proceed by launches and attack the

torpedo boats or to blockade the mouth of the creeks.

Joseph Lanman.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

FoBT MoNBOE, Va., January 27, 1865.

(Received 0:15 p. m.)

The Boanohe has arrived. I have ordered her to Newport ITews,

Two tugs and three boats have gone under command of Lieutenant

M. 8. Stuyvesant also. The A. I>. Vance just arrived and will return

to Newport News.
Joseph Lanman,

Commodore and Senior Officer Present.

Hon. Secbetary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

Jantjaby 27, 1865.

Deserters report that a party of 500 men^ supposed to be a torpedo
gang, are in motion. Last seen between Drewry's Bluff and the
Hewlett house, on the Petersburg turnpike, and moving toward
Petersburg.

Wm. Radford,
Commodore.

Oommander B. T. Nichols,
Gomdg. U. S. S. Mendota, near Aiken's Landing, James River.

[Telegram.]

Januaey 27, 1865.

Caution the vessels in York Eiver to guard against torpedo boats
and surprise boarding parties.

Wm. Radfoed,
Commodore.

Lieutenant H. B. Rumsey,
Care of Captain Berrien, Navy Yard, Norfolk, Va.

Order ofBear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding the disposition of
vessels of his commend.

Special Orders,
^

North Atlantic Sqttadbon,
> Flagship Malvern, Gape Fear River,

No- 12. ) January 27, 1865.
The following will be the disposition of the vessels until further

orders, after this date:
The Tacony, Unadilla, and Huron will move up and take position

right abreast of each other, just out of gunshot of Fort Anderson, which
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is on the left hand going up the river, and about 4 miles distant firom

here.

The Tacony will lie in the middle of the river, and the Huron and
Unadilla will lie on either side of the channel abreast of her, about 150
yards from the Tacony. The Pequot will then move up and lie below
the Unadilla, while the station of the monitor will be below the Tacony,
as close as she can safely lie.

The four vessels mentioned will have charge of the picket duty and
take it turn about every night. The picket launch and one tug will be
sent ahead of the picket vessels after dark. The tug will lie at anchor,
with steam up, showing no lights, and with chain buoyed and ready to
slip. The picket launch will lie alongside of her and run out ahead
now and then to make observations.
One of the picket vessels on watch wUl send a boat with muffled oars,

and armed, to lie alongside of the tug, which boat will pull about inshore
and above the tug, to see if the rebels are prowling around in boats.

I have only to say that the crews of any rebel boats attempting to

set torpedoes must be summarily dealt with on the spot. They must
be shot.

In case of"anything like a boat being seen coming down, the picket
launch will fire into it with grape, and fall back on the tag, firing as
she falls back, and showing a light, for fear the tag may fire on her.

The picket armed boat will push ahead, covered by the picket boat and
tag, and endeavor to capture the rebel boat, taking care not to chase
onshore or ran the risk of getting aground under the fort.

This will be the order of picket duty, as we ascend the river from
fort to fort, if it is determined to do so.

After the above-mentioned vessels are in the positions assigned them,
the Iosco will get underway and anchor in line with the Tacony, and
below the monitor, in close order, and the Sassactis, Mackinaw, Paw-
tuxet, Tantic, Seneca, and Maumee will anchor in line with the Io8co.

The Pontoosuc, Osceola, Shawmut, and Chippewa, for the present, will

lie in as close as they can to the dismantled fort near by us, and pre-

vent the enemy firom bringing in artillery.

Two of the vessels will get a cross fire on it and the others will lie

abreast of the fort.

The watchword of the picket boats will be the name of the ganboat
on picket duty, and when hailed the boats wiU answer immediately. If
they do not answer on the second hail, they must be fired into. TSo

boats will be out of any of the vessels in the advanced line after dark,
except on important duty, and then the watehword must be obtained
to avoid accidents.

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral, Commanding North AtUmtic Squadron.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Na/vy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Watmough, U. S. Navy, regarding arrangements for repairs to vessels

at Smithville.

OAPE Fear Eiter, January 37, 1865.

Sir : I wish to establish a place for the repairs of vessels, boats, eto.,

and Smithville is the most convenient. We will want a good, heavy
dock, at least 80-feet wide, running out into deep water. If you can

N w R—VOL 11 -45
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find the pile driver the rebels used at Fort Caswell, we can go to work

and build a dock. Tou can hire carpenters at $2.50 per day to do

any work needed for the squadron ; also blacksmiths and joiners. 1 will

be at Smithville in a day or two; in the meantime obtain the names of

all the mechanics in the town and get together and hold all blacksmith

material and anything else that may be required for naval purposes.

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,
David D. Portee,

Bear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander P. G. Watmottgh,
Oommemding Kansas, off Smithville, N. G.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Simmons, JJ. 8. Navy, transmit-

ting report regarding the raising of the Confederate torpedo boat in the

James Biver, January 27, 1865.

U. S. 8. EUTAW,
James Biver, Virginia, January 28, 1865.

Sib : In obedience to your orders of the 27th, detailing Acting Ensign

Thomas Morgan for special duty for the purpose of getting afloat the

rebel torpedo boat aground above the obstructions, I very respectfully

report to you that Acting Ensign Morgan performed that duty success-

fully, having reported the torpedo boat alongside this vessel. At 11 : 30

p. m. the same night Mr. Morgan performed this duty with the launch

of this ship, accompanied by 11 men as a boat's crew,

I take pleasure in bearing testimony to the prompt and zealous man-
ner in which Mr. Morgan has performed this and other more arduous
duties during the last few days. I respectfnlly forward to you the

report of Acting Ensign Morgan.
Eespectfully, etc.,

J. W. Simmons,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Commanding, pro tern.

Commander E. T. Nichols,
Commanding U. S. S. Mendota and Senior Officer Present.

[Bnclosnre.]

U. S. S. EUTAW,
James Biver, Virginia, January 28, 1865.

Sib : In obedience to your orders of the 27th instant, detailing me for

the special duty of getting afloat the abandoned rebel torpedo boat
aground above the obstructions, I very respectfully report that, every
facility being afforded me by the commanding officer of this ship, Act-
ing Volunteer Lieutenant Simmons, I immediately had the launch fitted

out with such articles as I thought I should need, selecting a crew of
11 men. At 7 p. m. I left this ship, passed through the obstructions,
and arrived alongside the rebel torpedo boat about 8 p. m. Finding her
hard aground, I immediately proceeded to get her afloat and succeeded
in doing so, and repassed the obstructions on my return to the fleet

about 10:30 p. m. At 11:30 p. m. I arrived alongside this ship with
the rebel torpedo boat in tow and reported to Acting Volunteer Lien-
tenant Simmons, commanding. On arriving alongside the torpedo boat
I found but little water in her and the boat, apparently uninjured, con-
taining two engines, apparently in good working order; also two per-
cussion torpedoes, apparently ready for immediate use; also about 20
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bags containing coal. The boat is about 40 feet in length, and about
6 feet beam. I take pleasure in bearing testimony to the exemplary
manner in which the boat's crew conducted themselves during the per-
formance of this duty.

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Thomas Morgan,

Acting Ensign, U. 8. Navy.
Commander B. T. Nichols,

Commanding V. S. S, Mendota and Senior Officer Present.

Report of Chief Engineer Henderson, JJ. 8. Navy, transmitting drawings
of the Confederate torpedo launch raised, Jantiary 37, 1865.

U. S. IRONOLAB Onondaga,
James Biver, Virginia, January 31, 1865.

SiB: I would respectfully enclose a sketch* of the rebel torpedo
launch now in use as a tender to this vessel, and also of the two torpe-
does and arrangements of percussion fuzes with which they were fitted.

The machinery of the boat consists of two oscillating condensing
engines of 7 inches diameter of cylinder and 6 inches length of stroke,

of admirable workmanship, and so arranged that one person can man-
age both engine and boiler with the greatest facility.

The boiler is of the ordinary tabular variety and very tight.

She has fair speed for a boat of her kind, and is well adapted for the
purpose for which she was built. The steering gear is forward, but
there are no arrangements for permanently living on board.
Her length is 46 feet, beam amidships 6 feet 3 inches, and depth 3

feet 9 inches.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Alexander Henderson,
Chief Engineer, U. 8. Navy.

Commodore Wm. Radford, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces James Biver, Virginia.

Letterfrom Major- General Ord, TJ. 8. Army, to the Secretary ofthe Navy,
requesting a detail of officers for the command of army gunboats in the

rivers.

Hdqrs. Dept. of Virginia, Army of the James,
In the field, January 28, 1865.

I have the honor to request that three naval officers may be detailed

to report to me to command army gunboats serving in this depart-
ment on the James and other rivers. Officers young and efficient are
necessary.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E, O. C. Ord,

Major- General, Commanding.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

'This drawing is substantially the same as that of the C. S. torpedo boat Squib,

shown in Series I, volnme 9, p. 602.

—

Compilers.
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[Telegram.]

Navy Department, January 28, 1865.

Tour action in detaining vessels is approved.
Gideon Welles,

Secretary Navy.
Commodore Wm. Eadpokd,

TI. S. 8. New Ironsides, Bermuda Hundred, via City Point.

Special order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding measures
against attach iy torpedo boat.

Sfeoial Orders,
)

North Atlantic Squadron,
> Flagship Malvern, Oape Fear River,

No. 13. ) January 28, 1865.

By looking over the log books kept at the fort I find that in August
there was a torpedo boat ott" New Inlet. Since then she is not men-
tioned. She may exist yet, and it will be well to look after the craft,

wherever she may be. The oflScers in command of the picket gunboats
will see the torpedo boat fitted every night with her torpedo, ready to
act against anything that may come down, and she is to run at it and
sink it if she can. The Unadilla, Tacony, Pequot, Huron, Iosco, and
Shawmut will every night keep a double-banked boat at the gangway,
with muffled oars, ready to shove off at the first alarm, with the crews
picked and armed and ready to jump into the boats at a moment's
notice. Each boat will be provided with three small shrapnel, cut to
throw down the pipe of any torpedo boat (which is always low), and
cool men must be appointed to put the shrapnel in. Each boat will also
be provided with a stout pole 12 feet long, with a stout net made fast
to it, to shove into the propeller and disable the boat if she should
come. The crews of the armed boats will board her and try and kill

everyone on board, and disable her tro that she can not get away. The
tug will run into her with full force and try to sink her. £ think no
torpedo boat will get away in case one should come down, and I want
these orders followed to the letter. Firing of guns will do no good and
only injure our own men; still, the guns must be cast loose at sunset
and depressed, so that anything coming down can be fired on. If any
attempt is made it wiU be done at flood tide, so that the machine can
drift back with the current. At ebb tide the rebels may float down tor-
pedoes, and every vessel must be provided with a torpedo catcher and
Jet it down in the water at sunset.

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Instructions from Bear-Admiral Porter to Acting Master Frost, V. 8.
Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Fort Donelson, regarding the duties of
the guard ship.

Flagship Malvern, January 28, 1865.
Sir: For fear you will not understand the orders given you, I put

them in writing.
Your duty will be guard ship, to board and register all vessels com-

ing in according to form, and also to send in a list of the chartered
vessels belonging to the Navy outside.
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At night you will keep a lookout for blockade runners coming in and
have a boat ready to secure them when they come to anchor.
You will take charge of the Mound battery and have a gun's crew

detailed every night at sunset to take charge of the battery, which
must be kept loaded and ready to fire at any blockade runner that
comes in and attempts to go out again. You will keep an officer in

charge of the Mound night and day and a sentry on post, who will

allow none but officers to enter the fort and allow no one to take any-
thing from it or handle the implements of the guns.
You will also keep a sentry on the stable and one on the magazine

night and day.
You will detail two men to look after the horses and see that good

care is taken of them. You will not permit mine to be ridden except
by my permission.
Ko one will be allowed to use the saddles except the officers to whom

they belong. The stable door will always be kept locked, and one of
the men stationed there always to be about,

ISo one is ever to go in magazine except the officer who has charge,
who will keep the key and take every precaution on entering.
Ko smoking will be allowed on the Mound, in the stable, or near the

magazine.
You will take charge of such stores as may be put on board of you

from time to time, and the paymaster will account for them.
You will send an officer on board of this vessel with the daily report,

who will hand it to me in person every morning.
Bespectfnlly,

David D. Portbb,
JRear-Admiral.

Acting Master Geo. W. Frost,
Oommanding TJ. 8. 8. Fort Donelson.

Report of Oommander Febiger, U. 8. Navy, regarding the departure of the

JJ. 8. 8. Valley City to cooperate with army expedition to Oolerain,

TJ. S. S, Mattabesett,
Plymouth, 2f. 0., January 28, 1865.

Sib : I have this day given orders to the captain of the schooner Alle^i

to proceed to New Berne with the naval provisions now on board that
vessel. I have taken out all that the different vessels could stow, and
Pajonaster Meade will forward the proper receipts to Paymaster Sands.
The Ceres returned here yesterday evening short of coal. I have

dispatched the Valley City this morning to Colerain to render all assist-

ance to the army expedition there that may be required.

From all that I can learn the expedition has resulted in a cotton and
tobacco raid, not having been near the ram.
We will require more coal soon, as the Sa^co is nearly discharged.
The river this morning is filled with floating ice, and I am in some

fear of our obstractiona. We are getting the chain across as fast as
possible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. 0. Febigeb,

Oommander.
Commander W. H. Maoomb,

Oommanding Division of the Sounds,
U. 8. 8. Shamrock, New Berne, N. 0.
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Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hays, U. 8. Navy, regarding con-

dition of affairs in the York River.

U. S. S. Okxjsadeb,

Off Torktown, Va., January 39, 1865.

SiK : Yonr letter of 29th instant is at hand, requesting information

in regard to the vessels under my supervision and progress 1 am mak-
ing in my duties and number of vessels I am protecting.

I respectfully inform you that there are in the river the Crusader,

the Mystic, the Seymour, and the tug Glance. The Crusader lays off

this place and protects the fleet of oyster vessels which lay here wait-

ing for their turn to go up on the Plants for their loads. The Mystic
lays just above Gloucester Point, and is used as a guard vessel, pre-

venting small boats, schooners, etc., from passing either up or down
without proper authority. She can not carry steam half the time, and
can be used for no other purpose. The Seymour is on or near the Plants,
protecting the vessels there while loading, seeing they do not go above
the limits prescribed by the Navy, and requiring them to come down to
Sandy Point every night. The tug Olance is used as a picket boat
and to supply the vessels here with their mails and provisions from
Fortress Monroe and the provisions and stores from the Norfolk navy
yard.
We are affording protection to a fleet of from 50 to 75 vessels. They

are coming and going all the time, but there are never less than 50 or
60 here. The Plants are some 18 miles up the river. This vessel and
the Mystic, while performing the duties mentioned, protect Yorktown.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Petbe Hats,

Actg. Vol. Lieutenant, Comdg,, and Senior Officer in York River.

Commodore Joseph Lanman,
Comdg. Second Division, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

[Telegram.]

New Ironsides,
Bermuda Hundred, January 29, 1865.

(Eeceived 1: 45 p. m.)
Expedition under command of General Graham went to Pagan Creek

yesterday. I have directed naval vessels to cooperate. Deserters
report rebel ironclads to come down again; all ready for them.

Wm. Radford,
„ ^ .,„ Commodore.
Hon. G. Welles,

Secretary Navy.

[Telegram.]

Poet Monroe,Va., January 39, 1865—3 p. m.
The boats have returned, having gone as far up Pagan Creek as the

ice would allow, being very thick. Saw no appearance of rebels or
boats. During the night saw many signals by fires.
On Wednesday General Shepley desires the cooperation of a navy

force in the same direction, which I shall give.

Joseph Lanman,
TT /-, TXT Commodore, etc.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.



NOETH ATLANTIC BLOCKADINa SQUADBON. 711

Report of Lieutenant- Gommander Watmough, U. 8. Navy, giving infor-

mation received from a deserter from Battery Anderson regarding

torpedoes.

U. S. Gunboat Kansas,
Smithville, N". G., January 38, 1865.

Admiral : I return the list of pilots, with their whereabouts, as far as
I can ascertain.

One of the deserters from Battery Anderson that was sent over to

headquarters to-day states that but two torpedoes are planted, and those

are near the wharf in the channel, and are galvanic. He says also that
the Pequot's firing the other day caused the colonel commanding to pack
up, and that 200 men and ofBcers of a South Carolina command
deserted and went home.

I am negotiating with a planter outside ourlines to supply the piling.

If he agrees, the teams will not be required, as he can float them down
a creek.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Pend. G. Watmough,
Lieutenant- Commander.

Broar-Admiral D. D. Poster,
Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Report of Gommander Febiger, U. 8. Navy, regarding orders issuedfor the

recapture of the steamer Philadelphia, and stating the cause of delay on
the obstructions in the Roanolce River.

TJ. S. S. Mattabesett,
Plymouth, N. 0., January 29, 1865,

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated
the 27th instant, enclosing extracts of the admiral's dispatches in rela-

tion to the Philadelphia.
I have ordered the Geres to proceed at once to recapture the Philar

delphia and to carry out your instructions as far as the ice in the canal
will permit.

I suppose it will be necessary for the prize master to be ordered from
the captor

(
Valley City), that a proper libel may be filed against the

prize by one acquainted with all the facts of the case.

I will send six men from this vessel and direct Acting Master Poster,
in case he finds the Philadelphia, to send them with an of&cer from his

vessel to take charge until forther orders.
The weather has been so excessively cold for the past two days that

it was impossible for the men to work on the obstructions, their hands
actually freezing to the iron. I have all the logs in place and have
commenced to get the chain over. If the weather moderates and the
logs are not carried away by the ice I think it probable that the chain
will be over in a couple of days. The new plan will require many more
workmen and much more material than I have at present, especially a
pile driver. I have requested Captain Foster, in case he goes to
Boanoke, to search for the hammer there, and in case he is saccessfril,

will endeavor to rig the one 1 have.
With their nsui^ carelessness the soldiers this morning fired the

buildings on the wharf opposite the ram, and they, with their contents,
were all destroyed, the army losing about 3,000 rations, and all the cot-
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ton and tobacco resulting from the Frankle raid. Our loss was all the

material gotten out for pumps, those finished being saved.

The army expedition remains still at Oolerain, and I have the Valley

Cttw there as protector.
, - ^i. ^t,- i„

The cold weather has stopped Mr, Wyman in his work, but he thmfca

the apertures are now sufficiently closed to pump her out, if he had hw

steam pump. I have requested Captain Foster, in case he should come

across the schooner with the apparatus, to give her all assistance.

I had everything taken out of the schooner Allen that could be stowed

in the different vessels, and yesterday sent her down to report to you at

Few Berne.
, ^,_ o i,

We will require more coal by the end of this week, the 8aco being

nearly discharged.
Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. O. Febigee,
Commander.

Commander W. H. Macomb,
Gomdg. Division Sounds, North, Carolina, U. S. 8. Shamrock.

P. 8.—I enclose Mr. Willis's receipt for salt from the prize schooner;

also copy of instructions to Captain Foster. I have just received infor-

mation that the obstructions above have been carried away by the ice.

It is rather provoking, but I will do the best I can,
J, C. F.

Letter from the Secretary ofthe Navy to Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy,

calling attention to official requirements regarding testimonials to

officers.

Navy Department, January 30, 1865.

Seb: The Department calls your attention to the 5th and 8th clauses

of its general order of December 12, 1862 (copy herewith enclosed),

relative to testimonials to officers.

While a commander of a squadron is required to report promptly and
carefully every transaction under his command and to give every officer

and man the praise or censure justly due them, such reports are to be
made to the Secretary of the Navy, not to the officers or men them-
selves. All written testimonials of general or particular conduct given

by a commander of a squadron are likewise to be addressed to the
Secretary of the Navy.
The requirements mentioned have been overlooked by yon in recent

communications to commanding officers who served in the attacks on
Fort Fisher and have been ordered north by you, particularly so in the
case of one who had been affected by a retiring board. The board was
constituted by the Department under authority and in pursuance of an
act of Congress, and their findings were approved by the President of
the United States.

Tour reflections upon the actions of that board, even though they
may be just, should not be embodied in an official communication or
orders to an officer under your command.

It is likewise amiss to intimate to an officer that the Department will

probably assign him to any special or particular duty.
The Department does not doubt that the several officers who have

received these congratulatory letters from you discharged their duties
faithfally, but their merit should be recorded as the regulations require.
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These departures to which I have referred are calculated to embarrass
the Department.

Very respectfully, etc., Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Na/oy.

Bear-Admiral D. D. Pobteb,
Oomdg, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, off Wilmington.

[Telegram.]

FoBT Monroe, Janvary 30, 1865—4:30 p. m.
(Eeceived 4:60 p. m.)

Just arrived from Fort Fisher and Beaufort, N. C. All quiet.
Leave here at 6 for Annapolis. Will be in Washington in the forenoon.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

GiDBON Welles,
Secretary Na/ey.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Dunn, TJ. S. Navy, commanding
U. S. S. Montgomery, regarding an attack by that vessel upon the enemy's
rifle pits.

U. S. S. MONTOOMERT,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, January 30, 1865,

Sir: I beg leave to make the following report:
At 10:30 a. m. yesterday I saw a number of the enemy on shore,

apparently occupying a line of rifle pits extending along the edge of
the woods opposite this ship. I immediately opened fire upon them
from my starboard battery, and after a few shells had burst near them
the enemy retreated to the woods.
Continued shelling the woods until 1 p. m.
At 5 p. m. saw a company of about 40 men come out from the woods

and proceed along the edge of the rifle pits, apparently stationing or
relieving pickets. Opened fire upon them, dropping the first shell (a
X-inch) directly among them, when they retreated in haste. Directed
my fire into the woods, where the enemy appeared in large force.

Continued shelling them until dark.
This morning the enemy appear to have evacuated the position, as

no fires are visible in the woods and not a single man can be seen,
although a sharp watch has been kept on the shore since daylight.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Thos. C. Dunn,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Oommamding,
Captain B. F. Sands,

Senior Officer off New Inlet, North Carolina.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutena/nt Dennison, V. S. Navy, regarding
on engagement with the enemy in the vicinity of HalfMoon battery.

TJ. S. S. Cherokee,
Off Half Moon Battery, January 30, 1865.

Sir : In pursuance to your order, I respectfully submit the following
report, viz

:

At 3:30 p. m. to-day I could see small detachments of men moving
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about through the edge of the woods to the northward of Half Moon

battery, and from their appearance I concluded they must be at work

somewhere in the vicinity, I steamed into 3 fathoms of water in order

to ascertain quietly whether they were erecting any new defenses, when

I suddenly discovered a body of men, numbering, say, 800, moving

through the edge of the woods in a southerly direction, on the western

side of Myrtle Sound ; they were fully equipped with muskets, knai)-

sacks, canteens, etc. I opened upon them with my rifle and broadside

guns, which had the effect of scattering them in all directions; they,

however, appeared again moving in the same direction, but I drove

them back after firing a few rounds.

After they were driven back the second time, a body of men came in

from the woods and occupied the rifle pits, which our men captured a

few days ago. Having the range of these pits, I dropped some shell

in and around them, which could not have failed doing some execution

;

finding my fire too warm for them, they ran again for the woods.

In my opinion the enemy have a large body of men at work in the

rear of Half Moon battery.

I am, very respectMly, your obedient servant,
Wm. E. Denwison,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding Cherokee.

Captain B. P. Sands,
Z7. 8. 8. Fort Jackson, 8enior Officer off New Inlet.

Beport of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding ^' double-enders."

Flagship Malvern,
Gape Fear River, North Carolina, January 30, 1865,

Sir : I received an order some time since from the Department to try

the Yantic, Nyack, and vessels of that class under sail together, but no
opportunity has occurred to do so, the vessels being constantly engaged
in battle or service, or preparing for battle.

These vessels, though, have proved themselves a perfect success aa
steam gunboats. They are fast, steady at sea, and come up in every
respect to the requirements of a good vessel of war. They will all

average 11 knots, are of light draft, and will enter most of these
Southern harbors at high water.

I do not think that they have canvas enongh to cruise under sail

alone, and the sail is only serviceable to them in very fresh breezes or
in lying to in a gale. As sea boats these vessels are unsurpassed.

I have found the double-enders a much better class of vessels than
they have been represented to me. Indeed, for the purpose for which
they were intended (as river boats), they are capital vessels, and have
only one defect—that is, they don't fire their guns straight ahead.
This defect can be easily remedied by cutting a port in the bow, which
any commander would be justified in doing when the necessity arises.
There is a wide difference between the contract double-enders and

those built by the Government. The latter are strong and substantial.
Some of them are of great speed, and if not quite equal in this respect
to the blockade runners, they have proved themselves faster than the
best rebel privateers. The Sassacua chased the Tallahassee for over
forty hours, and although the rebel was lost sight of in the night on
two occasions, she was sighted again in the morning, and the Sassaoua
gained on her. The Tallahassee finally made her escape in the darkness.
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Although these doable-enders are not intended for sea, 1 have used
them there in all weathers for the last four months.
The Pawtuxetj Iosco, Sassacus, Osceola, and Mackinaw have been used

all this winter off this coast as blockaders, and these vessels, with the
Tacony and Pontoosuc, rode out at anchor, with the monitors, a heavy
gale, which did not try them in the least.

I heard complaints about their not minding their helm in a gale, and
not paying off as rapidly as they should.

This arose from a mechanical defect in the arrangement of the rud-
ders. If these were fitted and secured exactly like the ferryboats on
East Eiver (only stronger) there would be no difiSculty about their

working in any weather.
Now, there is too much play to the rudder, and the forward one some-

times gets in a position where it counteracts the after one. This I could
arrange at a navy yard, in all the vessels, in a week.

I am not a convert to the complaints made against these vessels by
some of those who go in them.
The contract-built vessels are weak, and should not be used as sea-

going craft, but the Government-built vessels are able to cruise and go
anywhere.

I once commanded, when a lieutenant, one of the first built and
smallest of them, the Octarara. She was built by the Government, and
I never was in so easy and comfortable a vessel. She still possesses
that reputation.

Some of these vessels are represented as wet in a gale. I never saw
a ship that was not. There may be defects in their power of resistance
against shot. That is the case with every wooden vessel I had in this

fleet. There was not one where the boilers were perfectly protected.
Two of the double-enders had their boilers pierced by shot, but that

did not put a stop to their operations. They were in every fight after-

wards, and made quite as much speed as was necessary under one
boiler, and good speed at that.

In action I found the batteries of these vessels very effective, from
the fact that I could place them as close as it was possible to go near
the shoals. Each one could bring six heavy guns to bear from one
side, which made four of these vessels equal in broadside guns to one
of the heavy frigates, the Wabash firing 23 IX-inoh guns and one 150-

pounder pivot from her broadside, while four double-enders fired 16 IX-
inch guns and 8 lOO-pountler rifles, or Xl-inch guns, from a broadside,
the favor in guns being on the side of the four double-enders and the
strength and power of endurance being on the side of the frigates.

For operating in rivers, for which purpose they were intended, these
vessels are good, substantial ones, and could be perfectly well adapted
to the work required of them with very little alteration, and those buUt
by Government can go anywhere and at any time.

I could suggest improvements. The principal one is that they should
be able to fire right ahead.
As to making them shot proof, that is out of the question.
Monitors and ironclads will hereafter be the vessels called upon to

silence fortifications and dismount guns.
The double-enders are quite suitable for running past batteries, where

the channel is clear and known, and also for protecting the flanks of
troops on narrow rivers, where they can not turn, and require to go
either way^

I have seen them on several occasions moving along stern first, and
going out of a narrow harbor in that manner. If one cau do it.I do
not see why the others can not.
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I have finally to remark that if any distrust has been felt toward

these vessels it has originated with those that are contract built, which

are indeed badly constructed. No complaint can be justly made of the

vessels built at our navy yards. When we come to have the proper

establishments that should be a part of a great country we shall hear

no more complaints about monitors, double-enders, or propeller gun-

boats not being all that could be desired.

I will try the Nyack class of vessel under sail on the first opportunity.

There is one thing I would respectfully recommend for all naval
wooden vessels : Whenever I have been anywhere where this class of

vessel was used for fighting or running past batteries they have
always protected themselves with chains, which I have observed were
very useful in resisting shot and shell. We used them on all the ves-

sels at New Orleans, or when running by Forts Jackson and St. Philip.

I saw them used again at the first attack made on Vicksburg.
I used chains effectively at the passage of the batteries at Vicks-

burg, at Arkansas Post, at the heavy fight at Grand Gul^ at Haynes'
Bluff, against the heavy batteries there, and in various attacks made
by gunboats on the batteries at Vicksburg.
Chains were also used by Admiral Farragut's vessels in the attack

on Fort Morgan, in Mobile Bay.
In all the cases enumerated, and in many smaller attacks which I

could mention on the Mississippi, the chains were found invariably to
have resisted shot, and but for this arrangement the vessels would
have been seriously injured.
Now, I recommend that every vessel should carry in her hold a cer-

tain number of iron plates, with arrangements on the outside of the
vessel to fasten them on at a moment's notice when going into action.
A vessel could easily carry twice the weight of her cable in plates 2

inches thick, 6 feet long, and 2 feet wide.
This would protect the vulnerable part of the machinery against many

a shot. The parts where there is no machinery would have to take the
shot, and not mind it any more than wooden vessels formerly did.
In fact, I propose that every wooden vessel should carry a light armor

to put on when going into action. It would give them an immense
advantage over any other wooden vessels at sea. They would be able
to run by a battery with slight damage to machinery and stand a
pretty good battering at anchor from guns on shore.
Two-inch plates would be a sufllcient protection against the shot that

are generally used.
These plates can be carried at sea in fine weather. All the largo and

small vessels in this fleet carried their chain armor in all weathers, and
it did not interfere seriously with their spued.
In conclusion, permit me to say that if the double-enders are fitted

with bulwarks to let down at either end they are just what are desired
for the present occasion. ,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Poetee,

„ „ Rear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0.
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Report of Oommodore Lanman, U. 8. 2favy, regarding two torpedoes
unearthed in King''8 Greek.

JJ. S. S. Minnesota,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, January 31, 1865.

Sib : It may be proper to inform you that two torpedoes were dug up
last midnight on the beach of King's Greek, about 4 miles south of
Pagan Creek, by Oommander [Acting Ensign] Kerens, of picket gun-
boat Henry Brinker. They were complete, containing about 150 pounds
powder each. I doubt if they were intended for ships. They are on
board the Henry Brinker, sent to-day to Norfolk navy yard for repairs.

I will forward the official report to Admiral Porter by the A. D.
Vance, which will sail to-morrow.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
Joseph Lanman,

Commodore, Oomdg. Second Division North Atlantic Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Acting Ensign Kerens, U. S. Navy, regarding expedition to

King's Greek and the discovery of two torpedoes.

U. S. S. Henby Bbineeb,
James River, January 31, 1865.

Sib : I have the honor to report the following results of an expedition
fitted out from this vessel on the night of January 30.

Seeing a sloop a short distance up King's Creek at 1 : 30 p. m., I took
my two boats and went ashore to examine and destroy her. Having
satisfied myself that she was of no use whatever to the enemy, I started
on my return to the vessel, when, on coming out of the mouth of the
creek, 1 discovered 5 men, who, upon seeing us, immediately fled.

These actions aroused my suspicions, and I determined to search the
vicinity for boats under cover of night. Accordingly, at 9:30 p. m., I
started in my gig, accompanied by Acting Third Assistant Engineer
Henry M. Hutchinson and 5 men, and the second cutter under com-
mand of Acting Master's Mate Henry S. Buckless, accompanied by
Purser's Steward W. W. Eussell and 5 men, and proceeded to the
mouth of the creek, where, as the ice completely stopped my further
progress, I landed and proceeded up the bank. After au hour and a
half careful searching I discovered two very suspicious looking
mounds, Which I determined to open. Acting Master's Mate Buckless
then established a picket line, which would completely guard us against
any surprise by the enemy, who were in a house in plain sight. I then
pulled off some of the earth and found there was a torpedo, with a sup-
posed galvanic battery on its end, in each. Fearing disastrous conse-
quences, I asked for a volunteer to find and cut the wire and connection
from the battery to the torpedo. Acting Third Assistant Engineer
Hutchinson bravely volunteered to do it, and, assisted by John Mc-
Kenna, landsman, by use of a lantern completely screened from the
enemy's observation by the men's overcoats, succeeded in safely sever-

ing the connections and then dug it up. After a similar process the
other was also successfully unearthed, and both safely carried half a
mUe to the boats. I then proceeded to the vessel, where I arrived at 3
a. m. of the 3l8t. My boats were considerably cut by floating ice. The
torpedoes, I suppose, contain about 150 pounds of powder each, one
fitted with a galvanic battery or friction primer and the other with a
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battery or primer and 3 percussion fuzes. King's Creek is about 4
miles to the southward of Pagan Creek. Also, on the morning of the
29th day of January, I picked up a boat floating about 500 yards from
shore, with oars and four muffled rowlocks, capable of containing 10 men.

I can not give too much praise to the officers and men who volun-
teered to go on such a dangerous expedition.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jas. H. Kerens,

Acting Ensign, Gommanding U, 8. 8. Henry Brinlcer.

Eear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading 8qiMdron.

Report of the commandant navy yard, Norfolk, regarding the withdrawal
of Picket Boat No. 3from the James River.

Commandant's Office, U. S. Navy Yard,
Norfolk, January 31, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt this day of your
letter of the 22d instant in reference to the picket launch No. 3.

I beg to state that picket launch No. 3 is now serving in the James
Eiver, but will be withdrawn therefrom with as little delay as possible
and dispatched to Port Fisher via the sounds and Beaufort, according
to instructions.

Very respectfully, I am, sir, your obedient servant,
J. M. Berrien,

GommandoMt Naval Station, Norfolk.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Gommanding North Atlantic Squadron,

U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Cape Fear River.

Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, regarding the departure of
vesselsfor the Fast and West Oulf Squadrons.

North Atlantic Squadron,
Flagship Malvern, Cape Fear River, January 31, 1865.

Sir: Agreeable to your orders of 23d instant, I have sent the Fort
Jackson and Quaker City to report for duty on Galveston blockade to
the commanding officer of West Gulf Squadron, and the Tristram
Shandy, Britannia, and Cherokee to report to the commanding officer of
the Bast Gulf Squadron. I propose sending the Lilian to the latter
place also, as she is of very light draft and will cruise most easily
amongst the keys. I had to send her to Norfolk for repairs, and would
respectfully suggest that the Department would mention to the coui-
mandant of the navy yard there the necessity of getting her off. She
wants a little more accommodations for officers and a thorough cleaning
inside and calking.
Her late commander kept her in a most wretched condition.
I will send another vessel to Key West until Hlb Lilian is ready, when

I can spare one, and will notify you.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DAVID D. Porter,
•a f^ T.r Rear-Admiral.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0.
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commodore Bodgers, U. 8.

Navy, to assume temporary command of the U. S. S. Gettysburg.

Oapb Feae Eiver, January, 31, 1865.

Sir : As I do not consider the ofBcer in charge of the Gettysburg of
sufficient experience to take charge of the Gettysburg, yon will assame
command and take her to Hampton Koads, when you will please tele-

graph her commander to join her, and she will await in Hampton Boads
his arrival in that place, unless the Department sends another com-
mander, after which she will return to me with mails, etc., without delay.

Eespectfully, yours,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
Commodore Jno. Eodgers, U. S. Navy.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, JJ. 8. Navy, to the senior officer in James
Biver, regarding the TJ. 8. 8. Advance.

Cape Fear Eiver, January 31, 1865.

Sir: Order the A. D. Vance to report to me without delay. Send
mails and express matter down in her.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Bear-Admiral.
Commodore Wm. Eadford,

Commanding Ironsides, or Senior Naval Officer, James Biver.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, TJ. 8. Navy, to Captain 8ands, U. 8.

Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Fort Jackson, to proceed to duty on the

Galveston blockade.

Cape Fear Eiver, January 31, 1865.

Sir: By direction of the honorable Secretary of the Navy you will

proceed without delay to the West Gulf Squadron and report to the
commanding naval ofBcer for the Galveston blockade. Pensacola is

the headquarters of the commander in chief.

What repairs you require can be made there.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Bear-Admiral.

Captain B. F. Sands,
Comdg. U. 8. 8. Fort Jackson, off New Inlet, North Carolina,

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Spicer, U. 8.

Navy, commanding TJ. 8. 8. Quaker City, to proceed to duty on the

Galveston blockade.

Cape Fear Eiver, January 31, 1865.

Sir : By direction of the honorable Secretary of the Navy you will

proceed without delay to the West Gulf Squadron and report to the
commanding officer for the Galveston blockade. Pensacola is the
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headquarters of the commander in chief. What repairs you require

can be made there.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Poetee,

Bear-Admiral.
Commander W. F. Spioeb,

Gomdg. U. S. S. Quaker City, off New Inlet, North Carolina.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, XT. 8. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieu-

tenant Green, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Tristram 8handy, to

proceed to duty at Key West.

Oapb Feae Eivee, January 31, 1865.

8iE: By direction of the honorable Secretary of the Navy you will

proceed without delay to Key West, Fla., and report your vessel for

duty to the commanding officer of the East Gulf Squadron at that
place.

EespectfcUy, your obedient servant,
David D. Poetee,

Bear-Admiral.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant F. M. Geeen,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Tristram 8handy, Cape Fear Biv'er.

[Order of same date and like tenor to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant
Dennison, commanding U. S. S. Cherokee.]

Ordsr of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieuten-
ant Sheldon, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Britannia, to proceed to
duty at Key West.

Cape Feae Eivee, January 31, 1865.

SiE : By direction of the honorable Secretary of the Navy you will
proceed to Key West, Fla., and report with your vessel for duty to the
commanding officer of the East Gulf Squadron at that place. Stop off
Georgetown, S. 0., and deliver enclosed letter.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. P<»eteb,

Bear-Admiral.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. B. Sheldon,

Commanding V. 8. 8. Britannia, Cape Fear Biver.

Order of Bear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Barnes, IT. 8. Navy, commanding TT. 8. 8. Bat, to return to the Cave
Fear Biver.

Oapb Feae Eivee, January 31, 1865.
Sie: You will return with your vessel and report to me in this river
Come in over the Western Bar, via Smithville.

Eespectfally, your obedient servant,

David D. Poetee,
T . . , „ . , Bear-Admiral.
Lieutenant-Commander John S. Baenbs,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Bat, off Georgetoicn, 8. G.
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Report of Bear-Admiral Porter, TJ. 8. Navy, regarding the need of addi-

tional light-draft monitors for cooperation against Wilmington.

Flagship Malvern,
Cape Fear Biver, January 31, 1865.

Sib : Not wishing that this portion of the fleet should remain inactive,

I have been endeavoring to get the vessels ready to commence opera-
tions on the forts along the river. We have had to dismount nearly all

the 100 pounder rifled guns and supply their places with XI and IX
inch guns. I hope to have the vessels ready by the time General Grant
gets the troops here, which he proposes to cooperate with them in the
march on Wilmington. The channel here is so very narrow that not
more than two vessels can be advantageously brought into action with-
out the prospect of certain destruction, and I would advise that at least

two more light-draft monitors be sent here immediately, which will

enable me to destroy all the forts along the river without loss.

I have sent three to Charleston and received one in return. If two
more from there could be sent it would be the most expeditions, and
they would very soon return. All these forts are secured from vessels
running by the batteries by heavy obstructions of cobwork and stone,

protected by torpedoes, and no vessel drawing over 4 feet could possi-

bly pass them without the forts were first captured. As General Grant
thinks it necessary to send forces here to take Wilmington, I wish the
Navy to be able to do their part eflSciently and successfully. It will

require a hearty cooperation on the part of each to get to Wilmington.
Eespectftilly, your obedient servant,

David D. Porter,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Worth Atlantic Squadron.

Hon. GtDEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0.

Letter of the Secretary of the Navy to Bear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy,
transmitting information from General Grant regarding a ram under
construction by the enemy in Roanolce River.

Navy Department, January 31, 1865.

Sib : I transmit herewith a copy of a letter addressed to me on the
24th instant byLieutenant-General Grant, calling attention to the rebel
ram in the Eoanoke Eiver, and suggesting measures to provide against
disaster from it.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Eear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, off Wilmington.

[Snclosnre.]

Headquarters Armies of the United States,
City Point, Va., January 34, 1865.

Sir: I would respectfully call your attention to the fact that the
rebels are now at work on a formidable ram in the Eoanoke Eiver, at a
place known as Eainbow Bluft". This ram they expect to complete
within the next five or six weeks.

N w R—VOL 11 46
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It is hardly necessary for me to call your attention to the disaster

that would be caused by allowing this vessel to get in commission against

anything we now have afloat in Albemarle Sound.

1 would respectfully suggest that one of the monitors, now no longer

of use with Admiral Porter, be worked through Hatteras Inlet, and

that, in addition, the ram Albemarle be raised and repaired for use.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

U. S. Grant,
Lieutenant- General.

Hon. G. Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Lieutenant- General Grant, XT. 8.

Army, acknowledging information regarding Confederate ram,

Navy Department,
January 31, 1865.

Sir : The Department has received your letter of the 24:th instant,

calling attention to the rebel ram building in Eoanoke Eiver, and sug-

gesting measures to provide against disaster from it, and has trans-

mitted a copy of it to Bear-Admiral Porter.

Very respectfully,
Gideon Welles,

[Secretary of the Navy.]
Lieutenant-Geueral U. 8. Grant,

Headquarters Armies of the United States, City Foint, Va.

List of vessels composing the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Feb-
ruary 1, 1865.

Name. Guns. Class. Commanding ofBcer. Present duty or station.

5
10

7

10

2

3

4
3

4
3
3

3

4
3

4
4
4
4

4
4
4

Lieut. Commander J. H. TJpshur Hampton Roads.
Norfolk Navy Yard.

Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. M. Wil.
liams.

Acting Volunteer Lieut. A. R. Lang-
thome.

Carolina.
Hampton Koads.

Alert
Acting Volunteer Lieut. T. J. Wood-
ward.

Beaufort, N. C.
DoArietta Lieut. Commander W. C. West

Acting Asst. Paymaster MeUaoli New Berne, N.C.
Norfolk, Va.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Cape Fear River.
Norfolk Navy Yard.
OfrWostoru Bar.
Norfolk Navy Yard.
Sounds, North Carolina.

Belle 2
4
3

Acting Ensign R. W. Rowntree
Acting Volunteer Lieut.W. I>. Roath.
Lieut. Commander J. S. Barnes

Bignonia
Bat
Chicopee 10

6
2

10
7

3

7

7
6
5

3
4
4
3
4

4
4
4
4
4
4
4

4
4

4

Commodore Hull Acting Master F. Josselyn

Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. F. Nickels.
Acting Volunteer Lieut. G. B. Living-

ston.
Acting Master and Pilot J. Evans
Acting Master B. G. Lee

Norfolk Navy Yard.
James River.

Norfolk, Va.

Commodore Barney

Cactus.....
Commodore Morris

Acting Volunteer Lieut. P. Hays
Lieut. Commander A. W. Weaver
Acting Volunteer Lieutu A. P. Foster.
Acting Ensign G. W. Hadden

York River.
Cape Fear River.
Tames River.
Norfolk Navy Yard.
Cranoy Island, Virginia.
Norfolk Navy Yard.

Chippewa
Commodore Perry

Charles Phelps
]

3
4

ActingEnsign and Pilot [G. B.l Griffin
Acting Volunteer Lieut. E. D. Bruner.
Acting Volunteer Lieut. H. Brown

Clematis
Dumbarton

Do.
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Vetselt composing the North Atlantio Blockading Squadron, February X, 1865—Continued.

I^ame. 6no8. Class. Commaudiog officer. Present doty or station.

Delaware
Sawn
Da;

,

Eolus'
Emma
Eutaw
Fort Donelson
Eahkee
Gettysburg
Grovemor Backingham

General Fatnam.
Granite(Bloop)...
Glance
Howqnah
Huron
Hunchback
Henry Brinker .

.

Heliotrope

Hoyt
Hetzel
Harconrt
Iosco
I.N.Seymour
Kansas
Lilian
Keystone Stat«
Lockwood
Ulac
Little Ada
Lenapee
Monticello
Afanmee ..

Moccasin
Mackinaw
Maasasoit
Mount Vernon
Mattaliesett
Montgomery
Maratanza
Miami
Mendota
Mount Washington...
Mystic
Martin..:
Malvern
Montauk
Kyack
New Berne
Kansemond
Osceola
Onondaga
Phlox
Pequot
Fawtuxet
Fontoosnc
Poppy
Picket Boat No. 1 (Al-
pha).

Picket Boat No. 3
(Gamma).

Picket Boat No. 4
(Delta).

Picket Boat No. 5
lEpsilon).

Picket Boat No. 6
(Zet.i).

Launch No.3
Launch No.5
Launch No. 6
Rhode Island

R.R.Cnyler
Itenshaw
Release
Roman (hulk)
Republic
Seneca
Santiago de Cnba.
Samuel Eotan ,

Acting Master J. H. Eldrldge
Acting Master J. A. Jackaway
Acting Master H. A. Phelon
Acting Master E. S. Eeyser
Acting Master [J. A.] Hamilton
Lieut. Commauaer H. C. Blake
Acting Master G. W. Frost
ActingMaaterF. R.Webb
Acting Master [C. B.] Dahlgren
Acting Yolonteer Lieut. J. MacDiar.
mid.

Acting Master H. H. Savage
Acting Master E. Boomer
Acting Ensign H. Wheeler ,

Acting Yolunteer Lieut. J. W. Balch.

.

Lieut. Commander T. O. Selfridge
Lieut. J. P. Fyffe
Acting Ensign J. H. Kerens
Acting Ensign and Pilot [J. M.]
Norman.

Acting Ensign H. B. Twambly
Acting Master [G. B.] Thompson

Commander John Guest
Acting Ensign F. B. Allen
Lieut. Commander P. G. Watmougb .

.

Acting Yolunteer Lieut. T. A. Harris.
Commander H. Rolando
Acting Ensign J. Q. A. Davidson
Acting Ensign J. A. Chadwick
Acting Master S. P. Crafts

Lieut. W. B. Cushiug
Lieut. Commander K. Chandler
Acting Eusign J. Brown
Commander J. C.Beaumont.....
C7ommander R. T. Beuahaw
Acting Yoluuteer Lieut. J. Trathen. .

.

Commander J. C Febiger
Acting Yolunteer Lieut. T. C. Dunn .

.

Lieut. Commander G. W. Young
Acting Yolunteer Lieut. G.W.Ciravea
Commandbr K. T.Nichols
ActingMasterandPilotH. H. Haynie
Acting Master W. Wright
Acting Ensign F. H. Crandall
Ensign [W.C.I Wi8«
Lieut. Commander [E. E.J Stone
Lieut. Commander L. H. Newman

Acting Master J. H. Porter

.

Commander J .M. B. Clitz. .

.

Lieut. Commander D. L. Braine. .

.

Commander J. H. Spotts
Lieut. Commander W. G. Temple .

Acting Ensign W. Clarke
Acting Ensign N.R.Davia

Acting Ensign H. F. Curtis

Acting Master's Mate W. F. Gragg.

Acting Ensign E. M. Boggs

Acting Ensign F. [W.] Mintzer

Acting Ensign J. H. Chapman

.

Gunner H.Peters
(Commander S. D. Trencbard . .

.

Commander C. H. B. Caldwell.
Gunner E. A. McDonald
Acting Master J. Baker

Acting Ensign J. W. Bennett...
Lieut. Commander M. Slcard .

.

Capt. O. S. GlisBon
Acting Master W. G. Nutting,

James River,Virginia.
Do.
Do.

Cape Fear River.
Do.

James River.
Guard vessel. New Inlet.
Off New Inlet.
Cape Fear River.
OffNew Inlet.

James River.
Hatteras Inlet.
James River.
OffNew Inlet.
C!ape Fear River.
James River.

Do.
Hampton Roads.

Sounds, North Carolina.
Norfolk Navy Yard.

Do.
Cape Fear River.
James River, Virginia.
Cape Fear River.
Norfolk Navy Yard.
OffNew Inlet.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Norfolk, Ya.
Cape Fear River.

Do.
OffWestern Bar.
Cape Fear River.

Do.
Do.

James River.
Norfolk Navy Yard.
Sounds, North Carolina.
OffNew Inlet.
OffSmithvme,N.C.
James River.

Do.
Do.

York River.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Cape Fear River.

Do.
Do.

Supply steamer.
Cape Fear River.

Do.
James River.

Do.
Cape Fear River.

Do.
Do.

James River.
Do.

Do.

Do.

Do.

Do.

Do.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Cape Fear River.
Special service with As-
sistant Secretary-.

Off Western Bar.
Sounds, North Carolina.
Beaufort, N.C.
Norfolk Navy Nard.
Cape Fear River.

Do.
Norfolk Navy Yard.
York River.
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Vessels composing the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, February 1, 1865—Continued.

Name. Gim». Class. Commanding officer. Present duty or station.

11
6

3
4

Commander W. H. Macomb Sounds, North Carolina
Acting Volanteer Lieut. S. Hnse
First Assistant Engineer [J. L. ] Lay .

.

Spuyten Duyvil (tor-

pedo boat).
4
3

Do.
12 Lieat. Commander J. L. Davis

Lieut. Commander fJ. G.lWalker
Lieut. Commander W.T.Truxtnn
Lieut. Commander V. M. Kamsay
Acting Ensign H. P. Hathaway
Lieut rW. U.l Grozier

Cape Tear Eiver.
Do.

12
6

3

4

4
3

4
4
4
4
3
4
4

Do.
UnaMa Do.
XTnit Norfolk, Va.

6
3

6
3
4
14
4

5

Off New Inlet.
Tictoria Acting EDsign W. Moody Norfolli, Va.
Valley City Aoting Master J. A. J. Brooka

Acting EDBJgn E. Herrick."Western World James River, Virginia.
Cape Fear River.
Sounds, North Carolina.

'Whitehead
Acting Master T. W Sheer Guard ship, Norfolk.

Beaufort, N C.WUliam Badger Acting Ensign S. G. Swain............
TonDg America 2

6
2

4
4
4

Acting Master's Mate J . H. Gilley
Lieut. Commander. T. C. Harris

James River.
Cape Fear River.
Norfolk Va

Changes since last report.

Brooklyn
Britannia
Banshee
Colorado
Canonious
Cherokee
Ctdypso
Dictator
Fort Jackson
Juniata
-Minnesota
Monadock
Mahopao
Mohican
Mercedita
Nerens
Powhatan
New Ironsides
Quaker City
Susquehanna
Saugus
Shenandoah
State of Georgia..
St. Lawrence
Tnsoarora
Tioonderoga
Tristram Shandy

.

Tallapoosa
Vauderbilt
Wabash

Capt. [James] Alden
Acting Vol. Lieut. [W. B.I Sheldon.
Acting Vol. Lieut. [W. H. f Garfield

.

Commodore [H. K. ] Thatcher
Lieut. Commander G. E. Belknap
Acting Vol. Lieut. W. E. Dennison .

.

Acting Master [F. D. ] Stuart
Commodore J. Rodgera
Capt. [B. F. 1 Sands
Capt. J. J. AJmy
Commodore [Jos. ILanman
Commander B. G. Parrott
Lieut. Commander E. E. Potter
Commander D. Aromen
Lieut. Commander M. Haxtun
Commander [J. C. 1 Howell
Commodore

f
J. F. ] Schenck

Commodore tWmJ Radford
Commander TW. F.] Spicer
Commodore fS.W.J Godon
Commander [E. R.J Colhoun
Capt.[D.B.] Kidgely

Commander [D.] Lynch
Commander [J. M

.J
Frailey

Capt. [Chas.] Steedman
Acting Volunteei- Lieut. [F. MJ Green
Lieut. Commander [J. £. J De Haven .

.

Capt. [C. "W.l Pickering
Capt. [M.] Smith

Detached.
Ordered to Key West.
Detached.
New York.
S. Atlantic Squadron.
Key West.
Boston.
Repairing north.
West Gu&.
S. Atlantic Squadron.
Portsmouth, N. H.
S. Atlantic Squadron.

Do.
Do.

Detached.
Marihuana Pass.
Detached.
James River.
West Gulf.
Key West.
James River.
B. Atlantic Squadron.
Detached.

Do.
S. Atlantic Squadron.

Do.
KoT West.
Detached.
New York (detached).
Boston.

Report of Commodore Lanman, TJ. S. Navy, regarding the transfer of
duties as senior officer in Hampton Boads to Commodore Schenck, U. IS.

Navy.

TJ. S. S. Minnesota,
Mampton Boads, Virginia, February 1, 1865.

Admiral : I have the honor to inform yoa that I have this day trans-
ferred all the papers appertaining to the duties of senior ofiacer at Hamp-
ton Eoads to Commodore James F. Schenck. I have been directed by
the honorable thii Secretary of the Navy "to send on shore stores of
all kinds not wanted for your voyage."
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February 2, 1865.

I send the remaining 200 men and 2 boys to the Alabama, and shall

proceed forthwith to Portsmouth, N. H.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

Joseph Lanman,
Gomrhodore, Gomdg. Second Division, North Atlantic Squadron.

Bear-Admiral David D. Porter,
Gommanding North Atla/ntic Squadron.

B^ort of Lieutenant Gushing, U. S. Navy, regarding the beached Gonfed-
erate steamer Agnes 0. Fry.

TJ. S. S. Malvern,
Gape Fear River, North Garolina, February 1, 1865.

Sir : I respectfully represent that the Confederate steamer Agnes G.

Fry is beached on the coast 2 miles to the southward of Port Oaswell,
She is not bilged and is in first-rate order in every respect. She is

built of five eighths-inch iron, has splendid engines, is about 1,000 tons,

and handsomely fitted out. The ship is about 20 yards from the low-
water mark in a bed formed iu the quicksand, and could easily be
launched by proper means, that are not at our disposal here. She is

worth, if launched, $150,000.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. B. Gushing,
Lieutenant, U. S. Navy.

Hear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
Gommanding North Atlantic Squadron.

Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Gommander Macomb,
U. 8. Na/vy, regarding operations in the sounds of North Garolina.

North Atlantic Squadron,
U. 8. Flagship Malvern, Gape Fear River, February 1, 1865.

Sir: I have directed the picket torpedo launch at Norfolk to be sent
to yon without delay. Eemember, if a ram comes down, you are to go
into her with all your vessels and try and push her ashore, when the
torpedo-boat must go in and blow her up. It is easily done; it only
wants coolness and decision. Be prepared for this, and don't have such
another disgraceful affair as occurred at Duteh Gap, when by rights
we should have captured all the rebel rams.

If you are attacked, sacrifice all your vessels to obtain victory (it will

be yours), but don't budge an inch downstream.
Knowing my wishes, I am sure you will carry them out.

Bespectfiilly, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Rear-Admiral.
Commander W. H. Maoomb,

Gommanding District of the Sounds, New Berne, N. G.
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Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. IS. Navy, transmitting document pre
pared at the request of Major-General Barnard, U. 8. Army, on the

subject of Federal defenses.

Flagship Malveen,
Oape Fear River, North Carolina, February 1, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose you a communication (written at

the request of Major-General J. G. Barnard) on the subject of the
defenses of our ports.

The works lately captured here have so impressed General Barnard
with the vulnerability of forts, when the concentrated fire of heavy
ships is brought against them, that he has requested me to give him
the result of my experience.
He has also requested me to make it an official communication to

yourself, and to have a copy sent to him through the Navy Department.
I have complied with his request, and herewith enclose two copies,

one to go on file, the other for Major-General J. G. Barnard, U. 8.
Engineers.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
David D. Porter,

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, T). G.

Rear-Admiral.

[Enclosure.]

Flagship Malvern,
Gape Fear River, North Carolina, February 1, 1865.

Sir: General Barnard has just visited the works lately captured
here, and the impression made upon him by the new plan of defenses
adopted by the rebels, and the effect of naval fire on them, has been to
modify the opinions that he has heretofore entertained, if not to change
them altogether.
He has requested me to write an official document to the Department

on this subject, as he considers that the experience I have had in
attacking forts of various kinds has enabled me to form a pretty accu-
rate idea of their powers of endurance against the ships of the present
day, and whether or not forts can be built that will stand a bombard-
ment, such as can be brought against them by our Navy or any other
navy equal or superior to it.

The matter is of so much importance to this country that I uniiesi-
tatingly comply with the request of General Barnard, although it is
with some diffidence I undertake to handle a subject that may bringmy opinions in conflict with those of officers more able and better
informed on such subjects than I am. What opinions I may give are
derived from an experience of four years' fighting against forts of all
kinds, from a sand-hill battery for 12-pounder8 up to the largest work
that was ever built.

I do not pretend to know anything about the theory of engineering
or the rules which govern engineers in their difierent arrangements of
stone, mortar, sand, and guns. I am afraid I shall startle some of their
long-established convictions when I state that, in my opinion, we haveno forts on our part of the continent which can stand the concentrated^reof heavy ships, monitors, and ironsides combined

w«^a
the.kind of ships enumerated can get within a mile of anyZ /;«!WiT ^"°^.^ ^^u ^°? ®"«"Sli (say fifteen to one) to drivethe artillerists from their batteries, the capture of a fort is a mere
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matter of time, and a short time at that, if a properly equipped military
force is combined with the naval attack.
The running past a battery is a very easy thing, when there is a

straight channel and suflBlcient depth of water, and there is no fort in
any of the waters of the North that can not be safely passed, and (in

military phrase) the "position turned," and no forts now built can keep
out a large fleet, unless the channel is obstructed.
These are rather bold statements for a sailor to make, but I may

somewhat satisfy the feelings of military engineers when I state that
forts can be built that can not only resist, but can destroy any ship
attempting to pass them, although I doubt if any work could be erected
that would prevent vessels, wooden or iron, from running by without
obstructions in the channel.

So, after all, we can not depend solely on forts to defend the ap-
proaches to harbors, and must, in the end, rely a great deal upon the
iron floating steam batteries to encounter vessels that might run past
our shore batteries.

The result of the experience of this war goes to prove that no works
of any kind yet erected can stand the fire of ships. The rebels, being
thrown upon their own resources, and finding that their earliest efforts

did not succeed, have adopted new plans which give evidence of great
engineering skill, but which have failed in every case to prevent heavily
armored vessels from passing their batteries, and in most cases their
forts have succumbed. Indeed, I know of no instance where troops and
ships properly combined have attacked a land work when the land
work was not taken.

It has been the received opinion, up to a late date, that one gun on
shore was equal to ten on board shii). This no doubt may be true so
far as regards ten guns in a vessel and one gun in a fort, but the rule
gives way when a very large number of guns is brought to bear on a
fort and there is a continuous bursting of shells and shrapnel and
showers of grape and canister against guns en barbette or men behind
traverses.

It has been the custom to arrange guns en barbette in continuous
rows at 20 feet apart, in batteries of ten, fifteen, or thirty guns, as
might have been supposed suflQcient to protect a place.

These guns were placed without intervening traverses, which is, even
at this moment, the case with all our seacoast fortifications.

It is very plain to any one who has had any experience, and has been
exhibited during this rebellion, that our seacoast works can not be
manned and worked against fleets, since, by the close contiguity of the
guns, the necessary crowding of the gunners, and the absence of all

kinds of defense, the destructive effect of shells is too great to permit
men to stand by their gans, which would soon be disabled (even if they
had traverses) by the cool, deliberate fire of monitors and ironsides,

combined with Xl-inch and 100-ponnder rifles in wooden vessels.

Even though forts may be protected by the best of traverses, shells

fired at proper elevations must take effect on the battery, since if it

misses one gun it must strike another, and if the fire is at all enfilading

the shell may take effect on several guns at the same time. As long as
a gun is disabled it matters little how it is done.
There is one source of mischief to gunners and guns arising from

the erection of sand-bag or earth traverses. In the first place, a heavy
shell striking or exploding on a traverse knocks the sand into the
muzzles of the guns and disables them as effectually as if they were
dismounted. This happened at Fort Fisher long before the guns were
dismounted by our shells.
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In the second place, the sand bags are thrown down on the circles

and prevent the training of the guns. They are also thrown upon the
gunners, wounding them seriously and burying them under the earth.

I saw an instance of this kind at Fort Fisher, where a rebel was buried
by a shell, with nothing but his head left above ground.
A barbette battery must be very defective and vulnerable when the

guns are placed within 30 feet of each other, The space should be at
least 100 feet, with high earthen traverses between the guns. That is,

supposing we still adhere to the new system of fortifications, which has
been found capable of resisting ships.

There are points where forts could be built as above mentioned
where they would be unassailable by ships, and Federal Point, where
Fort Fisher stands, is one of those points.

Had the engineer, Whiting, known anything of the hydrography of
the outer bar, he would have placed his fort 1 mile inside of where he
did build it. His works then would have been out of reach of any naval
guns. His line would have extended from the sea, inside of the bar, to
the [Cape Fear] river and swamp on the inside, rendering it perfectly
impossible for an enemy landing there to turn either end of the fortified

line.

This line would have commanded completely the tortuous and shal-
low channel leading into Cape Fear Eiver, and all the light-draft vessels
on earth could not have entered there ; neither could light-draft monitors
nor any kind of vessel, except in peaceful times and with an experienced
pilot.

Thus it appears that the most skillful engineers will make mistakes
which the knowledge of an intelligent seaman would have corrected.
Itwas our good fortune that the engineer, Whiting, was self-opinionated,
or else knew nothing of the hydrography outside the bar, near the fort,
or else he never had formed an idea of what the concentrated fire of
300 guns would be on the face of a work protected by traverses.
The Confederates, however, by numerous contests with our fleet,

have learned that the old system of defending forts is very defective.
They began at Hilton Head, by following the old arrangement, and
were driven from their guns in a short time.
They at once, on finding the system defective, went to work to scatter

their guns in numerous small batteries, instead of having them all
together, and at the same time increased the space between the guns
not less than CO feet and protected them by high traverses, which also
answered for bonibproofs.
At Fort Caswell the rebel engineers have entirely ignored the arrange-

ments of the United States engineers, which were made at great expense,
and all the improvements of modern times, introduced (as it was sup-
posed) as circumstances required.
While the rebels have been steadily advancing in the science of

building forts, or remodeling those that fell into their possession, we
have not progressed in a like manner, from the fact that necessity, which
IS the mother of invention, never arose to put the intelligence of our
engineers to work.
Our frowning stone works, with their guns all standing out en bar-

bette, and with others looking through small ports and mounted in
enclosed casemates, gave a feeling of security and seemed to bid defi-'
ance to the strongest foe, while, in fact, both these arrangements are
glaring defects and a most prominent evidence of weakness in our

.«'n?H ?f®
•?

°«* a fort in the United States that I have seen thatcould not be sUenced by ships, if a sufficient number were assigned to
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the task, and the monitors would in a very short time (unmolested by
the fire which heavier ships could keep down) knock away the walls
with their XV-inch shot, and the whole fabric would be in ruins.

The fact that our forts have XY-iuch or XX-inch guns mounted, and
could sink a monitor if they struck her, furnishes no argument in favor
of the forts. On the contrary, those large guns, standing so high up
and loading so slowlyj are just the objects that naval gunners would
delight to explode their shrapnel against, and, from my experience in

naval gunnery, the third shell would kill every man at the gun.
If these monster guns were placed in stbne casemates, with shutters

of thick iron outside, they would be very severe on ships, provided the
stone wall would stand the blow of a XV-inch shot. Common sense
will tell anyone that stone must crumble before the repeated blows of

XV-inch shot. To prove it, it is only necessary to put a block of the
best granite under a trip hammer of ordinary size. The XV-inch shot
is equal to trip hammer, anvil, bellows, and forgo, all thrown at the
same time.
The rebels seem to have comprehended at once the weakness of the

works at Caswell, and remodeled the fort entirely, keeping the old
structure as a ground to work upon, securing the brick walls, inside

and out, with sand bags and other earthworks, against heavy shot,

scattering the guns and protecting them with huge traverses, as at
Fort Fisher.

It would have been a most difftcult place to take. I do not think ships
could have had any eifect upon it, as it was entirely out of the reach
of our heaviest shot. The monitors could not enter the channel, and
had we attacked that place, as was proposed by an engineer who
was totally ignorant of the hydrography, we should have failed in the
naval part of the operations. It was a land or siege operation alto-

gether. The Navy would have been most effective in landing troops,

and covering them until they carried their approaches to within half a
mile of the works.

I mention Fort Caswell as showing that the rebels could have secured
themselves perfectly had they planted Fort Fisher a mile farther back
from the eastern beach.
The question now is. What is the right system to be adopted in

building forts?

As I have seen every kind of fort that has yet been built attacked
by ships (wooden and iron), and in no instance did the vessels fail to

capture or aid in capturing the forts, General Barnard has requested
me to express my views and give the result of my experience. I do so
with no desire to make myself conspicuous, or take a leading part in a
subject which properly belongs to another branch of the service, and I

only undertake to throw some light on the subject at the request of

others.

My first experience in fort fighting was when I was quite a boy, and
while a midshipman in the Mexican navy. I belonged to a twenty-gun
brig, mounting 24-pounder carronades. We attacked two Spanish
brigs of war of superior force, beat them, and drove them, much crip-

pled, inshore, under a one-gun (24-pounder) Martello tower. This one
gun opened on us, cut us up severely, and we in turn were obliged to

haul off. Here was one gun more than a mateh for ten guns, in broad-

side. The gun on the Martello tower was en barbette, but we had
nothing but solid shot in those days, and could not have competed with
the one gun if we had had twenty guns in action.

My second experience was in the war between the United States and
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Mexico. At the siege of Vera Cruz a large battering train was landed
and quite a number of mortars, which played apon the town without
seeming to affect the determination of the troops. The Mexican guns
were en barbette, and had no traverses. Six or eight naval guns (VIII-

inch shell guns) were hauled up by the sailors and placed in position.

Good works were constructed of sand bags by the army engineers, and
the guns in them were somewhat protected by traverses.

From the time these guns opened on the town, it was very apparent
that it was a mere question of a few days whether the place would sur-

render. The Mexicans could stand the solid shot, but were driven
from their guns by the navy shells.

Had the ships gone into action at that time, which they should have
done, they would have silenced the Mexican batteries iu half an hour,
but the old idea that two guns on shore were equal to seventy four on
board ship was universally accepted as true, and no one cared to go
contrary to the rule.

I was in a small steamer at that time, the Spitfire, commanded by
Captain Tattnall. After assisting with our shell guns in bombarding
the town, the captain took a notion to attack the castle of San Juan
de Ulua.
Quixotic as this may appear, one or two shell guns on that little

steamer so disturbed the gunners in that large castle, with its numerous
guns, that the steamer was struck but once, and fired over seventy
shells into the fort and town, at a distance of less than a mile.

I was then struck with the exposed condition of the barbette guns,
and urged Commodore Perry to attack the fort with the ships, but was
not listened to. All the ships would have taken the castle in less than
an hour.
My next experience with shell guns against batteries was on the

Tabasco River. In the steamer Spitfire, I attempted to run past a
battery of seven guns, pointing down the river. The guns were in
embrasures. One or two shells of ours, exploding over the guns,
cleared out all the gunners, and, anchoring the vessel in the rear of the
works, we threw so rapidly, boarding it at the same time with 50 men
armed with cutlasses, we carried the works against a garrison of 500
men, who were driven from their unprotected guns by our shells.

I made up my mind from that day that forts constructed on the
present plan would never stand the fire of ships.
With these early impressions upon me, I recommended, in the early

part of the rebellion, an attack on the forts at the entrance to New
Orleans, Forts Jackson and St. Philip.

I consulted at that time with General Barnard, who furnished me
with moat correct maps and plans, and agreed with me in opinion that
the forts could be taken by ships and bomb vessels.
All the guns of these forts that were of any use were en barbette.

The few that were casemated were nearly on a lev»'l with the water
the fort having settled.

'

v,T'i®iS''®**'''y^
*^** ^"^^^^ is well known. The mortar vessels dis-

abled Fort Jackson so that no ship was struck from that side, and themen at the exposed guns of Fort St. Philip were driven to shelter
alter a few broadsides of the vessels as they passed.
The best resistance opposed by the enemy was from some rams and

gunboats, but they were soon demolished, and the ships passed ud,having received no damage that would affect their efiBciency

«nnc.T7^'"^
two forts paounting nearly 100 guns, that were passed by asquadron of wooden ships, with shell guns, where the enemy had strong
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currents on their side, and bad shoals to interfere with the progress of
onr vessels.

It was perhaps one of the most difficult positions for ships to pass at

night, amid smoke, flames, and rams, and in ray opinion settled the
problem about steamships passing forts when there was plenty of
water.
In this instance only a fleet of well-constructed monitors or powerful

rams could have stopped the advance of our fleet. The enemy had
vessels intended for that purpose, but they were too fragile to effect

anything, and were all destroyed.
New York at this moment is in a worse condition for defense than

New Orleans was at that time, and a fleet of English vessels could
enter New York Harbor (despite all the forts), or any other harbor
where obstructions can not be placed in the channels. Obstructions
and torpedoes are a better defense than our present forts.

Soon after the taking of New Orleans I was ordered up to Vicksburg
with the mortars to try and silence the batteries while Admiral Farra-
gnt's fleet passed by. The rebels had about 30 heavy guns mounted at
that time, which they had been permitted to mount without being
troubled. They had all kinds of batteries, but most of the guns were
en barbette, with low traverses.

The mortars soon drove the gunners away, and when the ships passed
up they threw in such a shower of shells and shrapnel that no rebel

could stand to his guns until the ships had passed.
Here were 30 guns on shore against 40 on board ship, and yet the

ships passed up in safety, losing only a few men, and with little or no
damage to the vessels. The same ships passed down again, with a
like result.

After this I was ordered to the Mississippi Squadron, and cooperated
with General Sherman in his attack upon Vicksburg. Here I found
that the rebels had constructed forts of a different order. The batter-

ies were scattered in all directions, and there were never more than
two guns in one place. They also had sand-bag traverses.

Haynes's Bluff, up the Yazoo Eiver, was a strong place, mounting 17

heavy guns and some smaller pieces. We attacked it with the gunboats
to try its strength, and found it more formidable than we expected.
Strong as it was, the men were driven from the guns, and could we
have got a land force in the rear of the work it would have fallen.

The guns were not protected properly on the front from our fire, nor in

the rear.

Haynes' Bluff finally fell on account of gunboats approaching it in

front and the army coming up in the rear of it. It could not have stood
the combined attack for two hours.

At Arkansas Post I met with a new kind of work : An enclosed case-

mate, covered with a double thickness of railroad iron and portholes

only large enough for the muzzles of the guns to get through.
The fort mounted eleven guns, but only three of them were IX-inch

and X-inch. I had nine IX-inch and two Vlll-inch (the smaller guns
were seldom used) to oppose to this, in ironclad vessels.

The enemy had put up their range marks at 500, 700, and 1,100 yards.
I placed the gunboats only 70 yards from the fort, and in three hours
every gun in the enemy's battery was disabled or dismounted. The
work here was done mostly by the gunboats.
The new-fashioned casemates turned out to be no better than the guns

en barbette. They were perfect slaughterhouses and were piled up with
dead and wounded.
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Every shell that went through the portholes killed and wounded
every man in the close casemate, and those that went through the door-

way killed the men at the guns mounted en barbette.

This proved to me most satisfactorily that guns in casemates were no
better protected from shells than those en barbette. I was convinced

that no such casemates (and they were the strongest that I have ever

seen) could stand the heavy guns of a squadron.

Our next operations were against Vicksburg, where we passed down
in defiance of those heavy batteries of over sixty guns, and even took

some fragile transports with us, only one of which was lost. Little or

no damage was done to the fleet of gunboats, and we lost, all told, but
14 men.
The guns in Vicksburg were still mounted en barbette, with heavy

traverses. We inflicted more loss on them than they did on us, and our
move completely sealed the fate of Vicksburg and cut the enemy oft

from his supplies by the river.

In the course of that same week I attacked the heavy works at Grand
Gulf with eight ironclads.

The guns in these works were scattered (thirteen of them) over a
space of 1,500 yards. Five of them were at an elevation of 53 feet ; the
others were at an elevation of 109 feet.

After five hours and a half fighting, all the guns were disabled except
one. They were literally covered up in the earth, and after passing
down and landing the army 15 miles below, we went up and took quiet
possession of them.

All these guns were mounted en barbette, and the gunners could not
stay at them, and although they fired well and did us a good deal of
damage, killing and wounding 75 persons in three vessels, they had to
succumb.
When General Grant made his attack on Vicksburg in May, I attacked

the lower batteries with six ironclads, commencing at the lowest battery.
We silenced the hill batteries all the way up to a nine-gun water bat-

tery, which gave us some trouble, but gradually slackened its fire, and
after an action of six hours we withdrew to fill up with ammunition,
with only one or two killed and seven wounded, having disabled some
of the heaviest guns the enemy had. The enemy's guns were still en
barbette.

The next fort I made a demonstration against was Fort DeBussy, on
Red Eiyer. This work was taken by assault by the troops, a few men
only being in the fort and the gunboats throwing only three shells over
the water batteries, which set the rebels to running.

I examined this fort carefully. It was an extensive and beautiful
structure, with a large square work, nearly a mile from the water, and
heavy casemates covered with two thicknesses of railroad iron. These
portholes in the main casemate were of thick iron and only large
enough to admit the muzzles of the guns. The embrasures inside were
the reverse of embrasures generally. The guns were mounted on pivot
carriages.

I ordered the Ussex to fire on this work, at a distance of 650 yards, to
test its strength.
A percussion shell was the first one fired. It struck a point near the

porthole and tore out the iron over a surface 12 inches long (vertically)
by 8 inches wide. I annex a drawing of the other damages, which
shows that twenty shot would have knocked the whole work to pieces.
It was not as good as guns en barbette.
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In a number of smaller affairs on the Mississippi and Red rivers,

in which the vessels of ray command with one or two exceptions came
off victorious, 1 was satisfied that no works yet constructed could stand

the concentrated fire of heavy guns on board ship. The vessels have
a great advantage. They can engage or not, as it suits them. They
can choose their distance or position, and the fort has to accept the

terms or else the people on shore must go into bombproofs and be
captured finally by a land force.

In no instance during the war (except at Charleston) have combined
attacks of army and navy failed to take a fort, which shows conclu-

sively that they were not properly constructed, and were made to be
taken.
The result of the late attack on Fort Fisher by the navy has been

witnessed by Major-General Barnard, and I think he is somewhat sur-

prised at the destructive effect of the naval fire on these tremendous
works.

It has, I believe, convinced him that we must make a new move in

fortifying our coast, for the rebels have certainly exhausted all their

ingenuity in building seacoast defenses, and have never kept us out
yet when we determined to get In.

Fort Fisher is a stronger work than Fortress Monroe against ships,

although it is weak against an assault when the assault is covered by
the fire of ships.

The same fleet we used at Fort Fisher would silence Fortress Monroe
in a day, dismount all the conspicuous guns, and the monitors and
Ironsides would demolish all the casemates in a few hours.
The assaulting of such a work would be a more difficult matter, and

could only be done by slow approaches and after a long siege.

To show the importance of making a fort impregnable against shells
or assault (which can be done), it is only necessary to read the history
of the fall of Fort Fisher.

It is certainly the strongest and most complete single work I ever
saw, but it had the fault of being placed too close to the sea, where
ships could get near it. It commanded all the works on Federal Point,
and when Fort Fisher fell they fell also. There was no escape for one
of the garrison even.
With Fisher fell Fort Caswell, Fort Shaw, Fort Campbell, the exten-

sive works on Smith's Island, a heavy work at Smithville, and some
minor works, in all amounting to 185 guns, with immense quantities of
munitions of war.
Fort Fisher was the key to all this tremendous system of works, which

will furnish food for study to our engineers for years to come, and, in
many cases, the plans inaugurated by the rebels will be adopted by us.

I hope that we may never commit the same mistakes that the rebels
have, and build a fort without consulting the hydrography of its an-
proaches.
Here was a chain of works not exceeded by anything of the kind in

the world, lost to the rebels because the key to them all was placed
within the reach of ships. Had Fort Fisher been built a mile farther
back, Wilmington could have defied us as long as the rebellion lasted.
Our success might have been greater had we been provided with a

sufficient number of troops to push right ahead. The gunboats could
do nothing, as the river was filled with obstructions, commanded by
heavy batteries.
The troops; however, could not move, nor were they in sufficient
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numbers to do so. There was not a horse nor a wagon in the whole
army, and, in my opinion, there were not troops enough to hold securely
a position of so much value to us.

.

As it would take too much time and space to give a description of
Fort Fisher and the adjacent works, I leave it to the abler pen of
General Barnard, who has carefully examined them all. I am sure the
result of his inspection has mat^erially changed many of his views.
Now comes the question, How are we to arrange our coast defenses

to make tbem serviceable? The theory heretofore accepted that "one
gun on shore is equal to many on shipboard" is found not to be true.
Since the introduction of ironclads this idea can not be maintained, as
we now know how to construct vessels that will resist the impact of
IX, X, XI, XIII, and perhaps XV inch shot, and the guns of which
can be worked in perfect security.

The result of the firing of the ironclads and monitors upon the land
front of Fort Fisher shows that even where barbette guns are spaced
90 or 100 feet apart, with high traverses between them, the protection
to the guns is not sufficient, and that some more satisfactory arrange-
ment of barbette guns than has yet been contrived is desirable.

It is on this point that I wish to offer my opinions, which I do with
all due deference to the opinions of military engineers, who no doubt
have their own views of the subject.
In short, I propose that all our works shall be earthworks ; or that

those now built shall be covered with earth; the guns to be mounted
in monitor turrets as they are now mounted in our monitors. It is

very evident that any thickness of iron can be used on the turrets, and
any size of guns employed.
The turrets can be placed in such close proximity that no assault

could be ventured, for with powder alone an assaulting party could be
blown to perdition. Even if a party of assaulters should pass inside
the monitors, it could accomplish nothing, as the turning turrets would
sweep them from the face of the earth.

The galleries under the turrets could be so arranged and made
secure against an assault by having central turrets inside the works
that every man of the enemy that ventured there would be destroyed.
The details of this plan I leave to abler minds than mine, bat I am

sure that this is the only method to build a fort that will resist success-

fully ships and assaults.

To prevent the passage of such batteries as I have mentioned by
heavy ships of war, it will be necessary to have inside floating batteries

of monitors and ironsides, and when we have all these we can secure
ourselves against the attack of every foreign power, but not until we
have reached this perfection in forts can we stop a fleet of heavy
wooden vessels.

Foreign powers have learned by our successes, and will be apt to turn
against us the experience they have gained. Fortunately, the Navy
will soon be amply supplied with monitors, and it rests with the Army
to perfect its part of the defenses.

The value of fortifications on land is not in the least diminished by
the late results; their importance is greater than ever, but they must
be properly built.

If a cheaper method than the one I have proposed can be adopted,
and as good a one, I hope it will be tried. If stone casemates can be
substituted for iron, or if those now built can be protected against
XV-inch shot, I hope it may be done, but I would prefer seeing the
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experiment tried on some of our atone walls before I should put my
trust in them in preference to monitor turrets.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

David D, Porter,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Abstract log of the U. S. S. Malvern, Fovember 26, 1864, to February 1,

1865.

November 26, 1864.—At 12: 10 p. m. proceeded up the James River.

November 27.—At 7 : 45 a. m. passed Turkey Bend. At 9 : 45 stopped

and General Ben. Butler came on board. At 10 : 15 General Butler and
Admiral Porter left the ship and proceeded down the river in the steamer
Oreyhound. At 11 came to anchor above Aiken's Landing. At 11 : 15

hoisted anchor and dropped down about off Aiken's Landing and came
to anchor. Bebel batteries firing occasionally in the direction of Dutch
Gap.
November 28.—Steaming down the river. At 1 : 15 p. m. passed the

wreck of a burned steamer. At 1 : 40 passed the army transport Helen
Oetty, with troops, steaming up the river. At 3 passed the General
Putnam, aground. At 3 : 20 passed the ram AfZanto; also the rebel pri-

vateer Florida, sunk near the Atlanta. At 3 : 30 passed Newport News.
At 4 came to anchor off Fortress Monroe. Admiral Porter returned on
board.
November 29.—Lying at anchor in Hampton Boads. At 3 : 25 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant and staff", also Major-General Butler, visited

this ship.

December 2.—Lieutenant W. B. Gushing took command of this ship.
December 13.—^Lying at anchor, Hampton Boads. At 6 : 30 a. m. the

ironclads Ganonicus, Mahopac, and Monadnock, also steamers Santiago de
Cuba, Fort Jackson, and Rhode Island, went to sea. At 9 : 30 hove short
20 fathoms chain on port anchor. The fleet getting underway and pro-
ceeding to sea. At 12 : 30 p. m. the Sassacus, with the Louisiana in tow,
and the Fequot proceeded to sea. At 1 the Vanderbilt proceeded to sea.
At 1 : 30 p. m. the admiral left the ship ; returned at 2. At 3 the Cactus
came alongside ; received some torpedoes from her. At 4 got underway
and proceeded down the bay.
December 15.—At 7 : 50 a. m. came to anchor in Beaufort Harbor.
December 18.—At 8 : 20 a. m. the Sassacus got underway and stood to

the southward, with the Louisiana in tow. At 9 the Shenandoah, New
Ironsides, and Mohican stood to the southward. At 11 this ship stood
to the southward, followed by the remainder of the fleet. At 5 : 15 p. m.
arrived up to the fleet and came to with starboard anchor. At 6 : 30
General Weitzel left the ship.

December 19.—At 10 a. m. got underway, accompanied by the fleet.
At 11:30 the fleet formed in line of battle, the Minnesota taking the
lead, army transports following. At 12 meridian wind S. W., force 3:
weather overcast, air 67°. At 3: 45 p. m. made signals to the fleet to
come to anchor. At 4 came to anchor. The different vessels of the
fleet came to.anchor in their respective stations. At 11 : 55 p. m. firing
heard in the direction of New Inlet. Midnight, wind S. W.- force 6'
weather fair.

'

'

'
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December 22.—At 10 : 30 a. m. hove up both anchors and steamed
slowly in for the land, followed by the monitors Nansemond and Lomai-
ana. At 11 : 45 came to anchor.
December 24.—Prom midnight to 4 a. m., wind W, by S.; force 2;

weather fair. At 12: 15 a. m. saw a bright red light bearing W. f N.,

apparently a vessel on fire. At 1:46 a. m. saw the explosion of the
Louisiana; also heard the report very distinctly. At 6 : 30 got under-
way, in company with the fleet, and stood toward the shore. From 8
a. m. to meridian, all the fleet underway. At 9 : 40 anchored in 7^ fath-

oms water and 45 fathoms cable. At 11 all the fleet got underway;
stood in to engage the batteries. At 12:45 p.m. the New Ironsides
opened fire on Fort Fisher, followed immediately after by the mimitors
Monadnoclc and Vanonicus, At 1 p. m. Fort Fisher fired at the New
Ironsides. At 2 the whole fleet steamed into position and opened fire.

At 3 : 30 Fort Fisher was discovered to be on fire. From 4 to 6, wind
S. W. ; force 3 ; weather fair ; air 60°. Fleet keeping up a continual fire

on Fort Fisher and the Mound. At 5:30 ceased firing, and this ship
steamed slowly to the K. E., followed by the fleet. At 6 came to with
port anchor.
December 25.—Ljdng off Fort Fisher. At 9 : 30 a. m. got underway.

At 10 fleet got underway and stood in toward the shore. At 10 : 47 the
New Ironsides opened the engagement, followed by the monitors, which
was returned slowly by the enemy's batteries. At 11 : 45 Lieutenant
Gushing and Acting Master's Mate Horton left the ship with a crew of

14 men, in tow of the Little Ada. At 1 p. m. firing going on very briskly,

from the first division, the fleet bombarding Fort Fisher. At 1; 15 the
batteries in front of the transports silenced. At 2 : 15 transports com-
menced landing troops. At 3 skirmishers thrown out by the troops.

WindN. E.; force 1; weather cloudy; air 55°. At 5 bombarding Fort
Fisher. At 5 : 30 the fleet steamed slowly out of range, except the iron-

clads. At 6 came to off Half Moon battery. At 7 heavy musketry
heard on shore; also field artillery. Eebel batteries firing occasionally.

At 7 : 30 the Wilderness proceeded to Beaufort, N. 0. At 10 stood off-

shore.
December 26.—At 1 a. m. heard musketry firing in the direction of

Fort Fisher, also a few shots from the monitors. Several of the trans-

ports got underway and stood to the northward and eastward. At
6:30 a. m. went ahead fast and communicated with several vessels of

the fleet. Firing occasionally on shore. From 8 to meridian : Large
number of Union troops on shore. Steaming ahead at intervals and
communicating with the fleet. The GheroTcee, Alabama, and Gettysburg

shelling the woods off Half Moon battery. From meridian to 4 p. m.

:

Ships lying close to shore, several engaged in shelling the woods. At
7:45 rapid and continued artillery firing heard to the westward.
December 27.—Midnight to 4 a. m. : Gunboats engaged in shelling the

woods. From 4 to 8 a. m. : At 7 : 30 the Lilian came in from sea; the
BrooTdyn and Pawtuxet weighed anchor and stood inshore. Quite a
swell from the south. At 8 : 40 Lieutenant Gushing was detached fr-om

the ship and ordered to the Monticello. At 8 : 55 a. m. the Monticello

proceeded to the Western Bar. Gunboats shelling the woods occa-

sionally during the watch (8 a. m. to meridian). At 1 p. m. gunboats
engaged in shelling woods. Several of the fleet proceeded to sea; also

transports. At 2:20 the Emma and Montgomery came in collision.

From 6 to 8 p. m. : Quite a swell from the southward.
December 28.—^At 6 a. m. discovered a blockade-running steamer close

inshore, several gunboats flring at her.

N w B—VOL 11 47
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December 29.—At 2 a. m. weighed anchor and stood out to sea. At
9 : 10 Cape Lookout light-house bore N. E. ^ N., distant 15 miles. At 10

failed sail, and fleet in sight at anchor. At 11:30 moored ship in

Beaufort Harbor, North Carolina.

December 30.—Lying at anchor in Beaufort Harbor.

January 1, 1865.—Lieutenant Benjamin Porter in command.
January 12.—At 8:40 a. m. went ahead slow in company with the

fleet. At 8:40 p. m. came to anchor. At 10:30 p.m. Major-General

Terry came on board, and left the ship at 11. At 11: 45 all the fleet at

anchor within sight. At 11 : 50 a heavy fire on shore bearing W. by S.

January 13.—At 4:30 a. m. delivered four rebel deserters to the

transport General McGlellan underway ; the fleet also got underway, the

frigate New Ironsides and monitor Monadnock taking the lead. At 7 : 15

the JBroofcJym commenced shelling thewoods. From 8 to meridian : Cover-

ing the landing of the troops about 3 miles above Fort Fisher. At 8 : 30

anchored in 7 fathoms water and 20 fathoms chain. A number of ves-

sels shelling the woods. At 8:45 the New Ironsides, Monadnock, and
Mahopac opened fire on Fort Fisher. At 8 : 45 began to land the troops.

At 9: 30 theA. D. Vance arrived from Beaufort, bringing the mail. At
9:45 the monitors engaging Fort Fisher briskly. At 10:45 steamed
in toward the New Ironsides; landing of the troops going on briskly.

At 2 : 30 p. m. all the troops were landed. At 3 : 30 the Minnesota, Colo-

rado, Wabash, and Mackinaw got underway. At 3 : 35 hove up anchor
and steamed slowly along the line. At 3 : 45 the Powhatan, Susque-
hanna, Brooklyn, and Juniata got underway. At 3:55 the Mohican,
Tuscarora, Shenandoah, and Ticonderoga got underway. At 4 the
troops were forming in line of battle, the New Ironsides and monitors
keeping up a rapid and continuous fire on Fort Fisher and the Mound
during the watch. At 4: 15 the first and second divisions were in line

of battle and kept up a raking fire on Fort Fisher until dark, when
several moved out of range. At 8 : 30 the Emma arrived from Beaufort.
At 9 : 30 the third division took station inshore of us and anchored ; the
monitors firing at intervals of ten minutes at the fort; the enemy
returning the fire occasionally. At noon windS. S. W., force 2, weather
fair, air 57°. Midnight, wind S. W., force 3, weather hazy, air 60°.
January 14.—At 3 : 50 a. m. one of the monitors opened fire on Fort

Fisher. At 11 the New Ironsides and monitor Monadnock opened fire

on the fort. At 1 : 30 p. m. the Uolus and B. B. Ouyler got underway and
stood to the N". E. At 1 : 30 the Seneca, Chippewa, and Huron stood in
and engaged the fort. At 1 : 40 the Tacony and Maumee followed into
action. At 2 the Brooklyn and Kansas stood into the engagement. At
2 we got underway and stood toward the fort. At 3 : 15 anchored in 5
fathoms water and 16 fathoms chain, the gunboats going into action or
hauling off" as ordered. From 4 to 6 p. m. : The following vessels still
firing at the fort during the watch, viz : New Ironsides, Mahopac, SauguSy
Canonicusj Monadnock, Brooklyn, Tacony, Unadilla, Pequot, Seneca,,
Huron, Maumee, and Tantic. At 4:35 the Shenandoah steamed in and
engaged the fort. From 6 to 8 p. m. : The above-named vessels keeping
up a slow fire on Fort Fisher. At 7 : 30 shifted our anchorage farther
to the westward. From 8 to midnight: Sent a boat ashore for Major-
General Terry. At 9 the general came on board. The monitors firing
slowly on Fort Fisher.
January 15.—Fvoxa midnight to 4 a. m. : At anchor off Half Moon

battery. Several of the vessels shelling Fort Fisher, averaging a shot
every twelve minutes. At 7 a. m. the Colorado, Minnesota, Wabash,
Powhatan, Susquehanna, Ticonderoga, Juniata, also the Unadilla and
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'Shenandoah, got underway. The monitors and Ironsides firing at inter-

vals at Fort Fisher. At 9:30 the following vessels went into action:

The Minnesota^ Colorado, Wabash, Mohican, and Susquehanna. At
10:20 Lieutenant B. H. Porter, Lieutenant Preston, Captain Breese,
Lieutenant J. A. Hamilton, and Acting Master's Mates Horton and
Lyon and a detail of men went on shore with all the Marine Corps
belonging to this ship. Several other vessels of the fleet engaged in

landing sailors and marines. A heavybombardment going on. Several
other vessels of the fleet going into action. Light breezes from W. and
S.W. ; weather fair ; temperature 40° to 50°. From meridian to 4 p. m.

:

Entire fleet engaged in a heavy bombardment on Fort Fisher and the
surrounding batteries. At 1 : 20 came to with the starboard anchor in

4 fathoms and 15 fathoms chain. At 3: 05 made signal to cease firing;

also blew a long whistle, which was the signal for the sailors and sol-

diers to attack the fort. At 3 got underway and stood in toward the
line of fire. At 3 : 10 the sailors and soldiers assaulted the fort. Mar-
tin Connelly (marine) was brought on board wounded. From 4 to 6

p. m. : Casualties, as far as ascertained, ofthis 8hip,of&cers and men,were
as follows: Lieutenant B. H. Porter and Lieutenant S. W. Preston
killed. None of the officers have yet returned. The Howquah arrived
from Beaufort with mail. The storming party from the fleet was seri-

ously repulsed, the fighting going on stubbornly. At 6 : 45 p. m. the
large frigates opened on the fort. At 7 the Nansetnond and Huron came
in collision. At 7 : 15 sent ten blankets on shore. From 8 to midnight

:

The frigates engaged in firing on the tort. At 10:05 Major-General
Terry signaled to Admiral Porter that Fort Fisher was ours; great
rejoicing throughout the fleet.

January 16.—From midnight to 4 a. m. : At anchor off Fort Fisher
with the fleet. At 12 : 10 the bodies of Lieutenants Porter and Preston
were brought on board and properly cared for. At 12:30 weighed
anchor and stood in farther toward the fort. At 2:40 Mr. Hamilton
and Mr. Horton came on board. The gunboats shelling the woods
occasionally. At 3 sent off a boat and brought off several of the crew.

From 4 to 8 a. m. : Gunboats shelling the woods occasionally off Flag
Pond battery. At 7:30 saw a heavy explosion in Fort Fisher. The
Eolus, Keystone State, and Quaker City arrived with coal schooners in

tow. The y^awderJift proceeded to sea. From 8 to meridian : The Josco

engaged in dragging the channel. At 12 : 20 p. m. the monitor Mdhopac
got underway. At 1 : 10 the Osceola and Kansas passed up the channel
by Fort Fisher. At 1 : 20 the New Ironsides got underway, also the

Wabash and Minnesota, and steamed up the coast and anchored. At
1 : 45 the.Tacony and Sassacus steamed into the river. At 2 : 30 sent the
bodies of Lieutenants Porter and Preston to the Santiago de Cuba for

conveyance North, by Admiral Porter's [order.] A number of men came
off from shore. At 3 p. m. the Santiago de Cuba sailed for Hampton
Boads. Major-General Terry visited the admiral. At 4 : 30 the Rhode
Island got underway and went to sea. At 4:45 the army steamer
S. B. Spaulding arrived from the Forth with Secretary Stanton on
board; fired a salute of 17 guns. From 6 to 8 p. m.: Eeceived 1 rebel

prisoner on board, Byron Jeffers. At 8:30 Admiral Porter returned

on board.
Jamuary 17.—At 1 a. m. a large fire was seen in the direction of Fort

Caswell, on the opposite side of the river. At 1:20 a heavy explosion

took place, undoubtedly the magazine at Fort Caswell. At 2:10
another explosion of shell and discharge of guns. Acting Master
J. A. Hamilton in command.



740 NOKTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

January 18.—At 9:25 a. m. came to anchor off Battery Bachanan.

January 19.—At 10 a. m. got underway and steamed up to Smith-

viUe. At 11 anchored ofiF the town. At 12:25 p. m. Eear-Admiral

D D. Porter left the ship and went inshore to Smithville. At 3 the

admiral returned to the ship. At 4 Major-General Terry came on

board; left at 6: 30.

January 20.—At 2 a. m. the Confederate prize steamer Stag came in;

sent an officer on board to take charge of her. At 2:30 the English

prize steamer Charlotte oa,me in and an officer was sent on board to take

charge of her. At 7 :10 p. m. saw the flash and heard the report of a

very heavy explosion, followed by four smaller ones.

January 32.—At 2 a. m. some extraordinary flashing of lights in the

direction of Fort Caswell. From meridian to 4 p. m. the Pequot engaged

in shelling the woods on the eastern shore of Cape Fear Elver.

January 23.—At 12:15 p. m. fired several shells at Beeves' Point

Battery.
January 27.—Acting Ensign W. C. Wise in command.
January 28.—hjiag at anchor in Cape Fear Eiver. At 6:25 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant and staff and Commodore Eodgers came on

board. At 10 Lieutenant-General Grant and staff left this ship to join

their vessel; also Major-General Terry and staff. Commodore Eodgers

remained on board

.

January 55.—At 1:30 p.m. the Lenapee got underway and steamed

up the river a short distance. Eear-Admiral Porter and Fleet Captain

Breese on shore, accompanied by Commodore Eodgers and General

Barnard. At 4 : 45 p. m. Eear-Admiral Porter, Major-General Scho-

field, Commodore Eodgers, and Fleet Captain Breese returned on board.

At 5: 50 artillery firing heard on the right bank of the river toward

Wilmington.
January 30.—At 12 : 45 p. m. got underway and proceeded up the

river. At 1 : 30 came to anchor. At 2 : 45 the MontauTc fired several

shots at Fort Anderson.
January 31.—At 10 : 30 a. m. the army steamer G. W. Thomas came

within hail. At 10 : 45 Major-General Barnard and Commodore Eodgers
went on board and proceeded to Smithville. Firing heard to the north-

ward and eastward during the watch. From meridian to 4 p. m. artil-

lery firing heard occasionally during the watch in a N. E. direction. At
6 : 15 Commodore Eodgers and Major-General Barnard left the ship to

take passage north.
February 1.—At 2 p. m. heavy firing heard to the northward and

eastward. At 2 : 30 the Shawmut commenced firing at the rebels on the

right bank of the river.

CONnffilDKB-A-TE: BKPOKTS JSJSTD CORRESPONDENCE.

Hxtractfrom the official diary of Colonel Lamb, C. S. Army, commandinq
the defenses of Federal Point, with headquarters at Fort Fisher.

October 28, 1864.—Four blockaders off, a very small number for dark
nights. Met Major-General Whiting at Sugar Loaf and rode over the
ridge and showed Captain Hawks's line of defense to be thrown up for

infantry. General Whiting, General Hubert, and Commodore Pinkney,
with others, dined with me to-day. Mounted an Vlll-inch colambiad
on sea face. Lieutenant Bradford, of C. S. Ifavy, who is to command
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Battery Bachanan, was here today. He was execative officer on iron-

clad Tennessee, recently captured at Mobile. Keceived a kind letter

from the eighteen survivors of my old company, Woodis Eifles, from
near Petersburg. Parker resumed his place as adjutant to-day.

October 29.—Only three blockaders off in the morning, four at night.
Received two X-inch columbiads from Wilmington, with ammunition.
Sold £660 for $2,950 in gold. O. S. S. Chiolcamauga, Lieutenant Wilkin-
tion commanding, went out at main bar last night.

October 30.—Four blockaders off. Suspended work to-day. Pive
blockaders reported off at night.

October 31,—Steamer jBea<rtc^ Randle, came in just after midnight
quietly from Kassan, Sylvester Burroughs, jr., pilot. She brought me
twenty 120pounder Whitworth shell and a letter from Lafitte. Beatrice
bad no signal ofScer. Steamer Little Hattie, Libby, came in just after
Beatrice, from Bermuda. Mustered Companies A, C, D, B, F, Q-, H, and
I of Thirty-sixth Forth Carolina Begiment today. Eeceived carriages,
etc., for two X-inch guns. Prom five to six blockaders off to-day.
November 1,—Steamer Annie, Bonnop, for l^assau, went out early last

night, having crossed tlie Eip in the morning. She was heavily fired

upon by the enemy close to the bar. Fired three shots to confuse enemy.
The quarantine regulations cease from to-day. Bode to Wilmington
today on gray horse; left at 9, arrived 11:45. Quickest trip I ever
made by land. Bought 10 yards flannel, $10 in specie. Heard in Wil-
mington that Annie was captured last night and was seen off Port
Fisher to day. Marshall, Beach & Co. say they sent out 5 bales in

Helen for Whitworth guns. General Whiting sent for me; he wishes
an advanced work built at Battery Gatlin to prevent enemy advancing
down the banks. Told him I was unwilling to stay under Brigadier-
General Hubert, and that as soon as alarm was over I should try to get
away. He said he would not encourage it. Eeturned to Wilmington
in steamer Wells; did not reach fort till 11 p. m. Six blockaders off

to-day.

November 3.—Six blockaders off. Steamer Lucp, Beaton, went out
quietly last night for . A heavy storm of wind and rain com-
menced about 9 a. m. and has increased in violence toward night.
Beatrice, Eandle, came down to go out, but pilot was afraid to go on the
Eip to set lights. Wrote to Mr. Holcombe about Mrs. Greenhow's
baggage.
November 3.—General Whiting telegraphed that he would meet us at

Sugar Loaf. Sent horses, but they did not reach there in time. Storm
continued, and as the wires were down and he could not tell me whether
he was coming, I did not go, being rather unwell to be unnecessarily
exposed to the weather. General Whiting and Major Hill called at
cottage and took lunch with me. • He gave me a rough plan for an
advanced work on the site of Battery Gatlin. When the storm passed
over saw seven blockaders and a captured blockade runner. I am sure
it was the Lucy, that went out here quietly Tuesday night. Steamer
Beatrice, Captain Eandle, went out to-night about 8 o'clock. She was
fired at a few times.

November 4.—Seven blockaders and the prize steamer. Bode to Sugar
Loaf and saw Captain Hawks about advanced work at Old Camp
Wyatt. Steamer Little Hattie, Captain Libby, and Bob Grissom, pilot,

went out quietly to Nassau. Wind S. W.
November 5.—Steamer Blenheim, Eustis; Brinkman, pilot, came in

from Nassau. Eeceived some nice presents from the captain. The
vessel is drawing nearly 10 feet of water and can not cross the Eip at
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present. Naval garrison, under command of Lieutenant Bradford, 0. S.

Navy, came down to-day and took charge of Battery Buchanan.
Steamer Agnes Fry came in at Caswell from Bermuda.
November 6.—Steamer Armstrong came in at Fort Caswell. No move-

ments at this inlet. General Hebert visited me and we took a ride over
the lines around Sugar Loaf and the proposed site of advanced work at

Battery Gatlin. He agrees with me that a large work can not be put
on the beach. Steamer Blenheim crossed the Bip today and went to

town.
November 7.—Five blockaders off. Wind E. S. E. Called on Lieu-

tenant Bradford, commanding Battery Buchanan. He wants more
quarters and does not think his battery can be fought at present. It

is stronger and more heavily armed than Fort Fisher was when I took
command. Banshee and Talisman came in at main bar last night.
General Whiting with Captain Strong came to Sugar Loaf. 1 met
them. We rode to Battery Gatlin. General agreed with me not to
put the advanced work there, but to have a small fort on main land.
He is to have a covered road to Battery Anderson, where we are to
have an advanced work; a covered way will also run parallel to beach
to redoubt hill. A road will be cut connecting the advanced work with
Sugar Loaf. Came up to town with General Whiting. Arrived Wil-
mington 10 p. m.

Wilmington, November 8.—Governor Vance expected to visit Fort
Fisher to-day; a rain prevented. Came down river on steamer J^guator
with Lieutenant Chapman, C. S. Navy, who is to relieve Lieutenant
Bradford in command of Battery Buchanan. Lieutenant Chapman
was on the Sumter and commanded the Georgia for a while. Two car-
riages and chassis for Xl-inch Brooke gnus sent down to-day. Steamer
Tallahassee (cruiser) came in last night at this inlet.

Fort Fisher, November 9.—General Vance, General Braxton Bragg,
and General Whiting visited Confederate Point to-day. I met them
near Sugar Loaf and rode over the lines. Governor was very pleased
with my works. Went to Forts Caswell, Campbell, and Holmes with
general and governor to-day. Do not think Campbell as strong as
the general does. Consider Caswell in a bad fix. Fort Holmes is very
strong, but not near enough men . Eetnrned to Fort Fisher. Six block-
aders were off this morning.
November JO.—Five blockaders off at sunrise. Fired at one that was

in rather close, apparently without effect. Had thorough target prac-
tice to-day. Beceived a dispatch from General Hubert, stating that
Wilmington would possibly be attacked. Fort Fisher to be attacked
from the riear. At about 12 o'clock I received the following from Gen-
eral Hubert: "Fleet off Western Bar; do not know yet what it means."
Colonel Jackson with his entire force has been ordered to Sugar Loaf
Colonel Tansill to Masonboro. Gold is worth 28 for 1.
November 11.—Six blockaders off. General Hubert visited Fort

Fisher to-day. Dismounted 42-pounder rifle in pulpit. Colonel Jack-
son relieves me of the command of Confederate Point above Camp
Wyatt, including Batteries Anderson and Gatlin; XHnch eun arrived
Nine blockaders off at 2 p. m.
November i^.—Six blockaders oft Westerly wind. Laid off pali-

sades from N. E. salient to the sea. General Whiting and Captain
Strong came down, landing at Camp Wyatt, and rode to Battery
Anderson and made a thorough reconnoissance of country between
there and here; laid out a redoubt on Howard's Hill. Named the hiU
this side (south) of Camp Wyatt Hospital, Singleton's Hill; named
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swamp ill rear of Battery Anderson, Anderson Swamp. Swamp in
rear of Gamp Wyatt, Iverson Swamp. General went to Smithville.
November 13.—Generals Whiting and Hubert came to Fisher about

sunrise to lay off redoubt on Howard's Hill. Took breakfast with me.
General Hubert says his dispatch of the 10th should have read, "Firing
in fleet, etc." It might have been a serious mistake. General Whiting
and Captain Strong rode to town to day. Saw Captain Chapman, Ba^
tery Buchanan. He is ready to exchange that Xl-inch gun for X-inch,
but it is now too late for the present.
November 14.—Four blockaders off. Bemount«d X-inch next to pul-

pit. Messrs. Power, Low & Co., as agents of the Liverpool TracUng
Company, have presented the garrison of Fort Fisher with 15 bags of
coffee, 5 barrels of sugar, and 1 barrel of whisky. Fired at a blockader
rather close in to-night, and think we struck her. A 6-pounder Whit-
worth bolt gotjammed in the gun, but was extracted.
November 15,—Five blockaders off. Light northwester early; came

round later to southward and westward. General Hubert visted Fisher
and laid out redoubt on Howard's Hill, after a plan of mine. He and
Colonel Jackson dined with me to day. Paid Parker $480 for rope
purchased for wrecking Lynx. Eeceived letter from Tom Miller in
regard to his steamer Blaok River; he promised to run his schooners
with wood again.
November 16.—^Four blockaders off. To-day has been set apart by

the President for fasting and prayer thoughout the South. Work gen-
erally suspended at this post. Attended service by Mr. McEinuon.
Subtorra batteries were put down in front of N. E. angle of fort; one
section of four tanks was buried.
November 17.—Only three blockaders visible to-day. Started work

on the redoubt on Howard's Hill. General Whiting, Major Hill, Captain
Hewett, of Condor, stopped at Battery Buchanan this afternoon.
November 18.—Three blockaders and the tug off. Misty and rainy.

X-inch columbiad mounted on pulpit.

November 19.—O. S. S. Ohickamauga, Commander Wilkinson, came
off the bar before daylight and had to wait for tide. At daylight four
blockaders off. They came in toward GhicTcamauga and opened on her.

She replied and a spirited engagement took place. The fort joined in.

The Ohickamauga came over bar about 8 o'clock untouched. Damage
to enemy, if any, unknown. They threw a number of shot and shell

on shore between the fort and my cottage. Visited Captain Wilkinson.
He stopped and coaled at Bermuda. A number of his crew deserted
there. He destroyed several fine vessels and some smaller ones.
November 20.—Eainy morning. Seven blockaders reported during

the day. Carried flat load of Xl-inch ammunition to Battery Buchanan.
Visited steamer Banshee. Wrote to J. B. Lafitte, esq^ Kassau, asking
him to send my guns in by Banshee and Agnes C. Fry or some other
fine steamers. Eeceived dispatches stating that troops bad sailed south
two days ago. Where from, not stated. Supposed for this port. Be-
ceived General Orders No. 1, from Wilmington, N. C, dated I7th, in

which General Baxton Bragg assumes command ofDepartment ofNorth
Carolina. Banshee, Captain Steele, Hill, pilot, sailed early to-night for

Nassau. One gun fired at her. Nine blockaders reported off at sun set.

'

November 21.—Six blockaders off. Wind N. E. Ugly weather all

day. Ordered Captain Daniel Reed to resume work on Quartermaster's
wharf.
November 22.—^Turned over to Mr. William A. Wright money and

property of Mrs. Eose O. Greenhow, deceased. About 9 o'clock an



744 NOBTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

order came for five companies of the Thirty-sixth and five companies
of the Fortieth to go to Augusta, Ga, Ordered companies A, 0, D, G,
and I, under Major Stevenson. I wished to go myself, but Generals
Whiting and Hubert would not agree to it. Sherman has occupied
Milledgeville and is advancing toward Savannah, it is supposed. Visited
General Whiting at 3 a. m. He was on board steamer Gape Fear, ashore
on Drum Shoal. Did not retire to bed.
November 23.—Last uight was the coldest I have experienced in some

time. Ice formed in bucket in Dr. Singleton's house in room with fire.

Six blockaders o£f at sunrise. At 10 : 45 a. m. steamer Little Hattie,

Captain Libby, arrived from I^assau, having been chased froih north-
ward very closely by a blockader. The fleet of ten vessels did not
observe her until too late to cut her off. Eleven blockaders off here at
noon. Sixteen offFort Caswell. This is a larger blockading fleet than I

have ever known off the Cape Fear. Eeceived a letter from J, B. La-
fitte, esq., Nassau, who shipped one of my Whitworth's in Colonel Lamb;
the Banshee is to bring the other. Hubert returned to Smithville.
Visited Battery Buchanan. Battalion left at 11 for Wilmington. Co-
quette has arrived safely in I^assau from Charleston.
November 24.—Awoke at 5 by firing from the fort. Fort was firing

at a tug near the bar. Burst a shell over her. Eight blockaders off at
daybreak.
November 25.—Awoke at 12: 30 a. m. by firing from Battery Holland.

Five blockaders oft' at sunrise. Seven off at noon, including a steam
sloop of war of the Bacotdh class. General Whiting visited the post
and dined with me. General Gwynn was with him. He thought Fort
Fisher the strongest post on the river. Eeceived dispatch from Major
Stevenson that the battalion had arrived at Kingsville, S. C, today.
November 26.—Nine blockaders oft". Xl-inch gun mounted in Battery

Buchanan. Steamer Little Battie, Libby, Grissom, pilot, went out at
7 p. m. to Nassau. Ten blockaders off at noon, including a steam sloop
of war of the Dacotah class and two small tugs.
November 27.—Ten blockaders off. Attended church. Lieutenant

Gamro, 0. S. Navy, Battery Buchanan, gave me a work on ordnance
instructions. Moved large part of the negroes to the outside of the
garrison so that they could obtain wood.
November 28.—Foggy morning. Blockaders off. Lieutenant Benton,

with some 30 detailed men, left to join the companies in Georgia. Two
guns heard and rockets seen to sea about 8 p. m.
November 29.—Steamer Emma Henry, Captain E. C. Eeid, came in

about 5
: 30 a. m. from Bermuda without pilot or signal operator. The

second Xl-inch gun was mounted in Battery Buchanan to-day. Cap-
tain May, of the NigM Hawk, visited the post to-day to look after some
rigging, etc., from steamer. Steamer Vulture, Captain Green, W. J.
Grissom, pilot, Goetchius, signal operator, came in to-night, between 9
and 10 p. m. from Bermuda. Drove enemy from the bar at 9 p. m.
November 30.—Misty laotwag. Seven blockaders visible. Steamer

Colonel Lamb, Captain Tom Lockwood, came in at main bar last night
General Hubert visited fort and took dinner with me.
December l.—SitMomex Wild Rover, Captain Stuart, Thomas W. New-

ton, pilot, Eichardsou, operator, came in from Nassau about 1 o'clock
Left port Sunday night. Assorted cargo for Government steamer Vir-
gtma, Captain Moore, Price, pUot, operator came in from Bermuda at
b :15 a.m. iTii^ iJowr brought some Whitworth ammunition Six
blockaders oft- Went to Wilmington on Wild Rover. Visited the
Colonel Lamb, and at lunch was toasted, and responded. There was a
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select gathering of ladies and gentlemen. Eetarned to fort. Firing
soon after I arrived. Two shots exploded nearthecottage,orappeared to.

December 2.—Steamer Owl, Captain Dannington, Pilot Thomas Bur-
roughs, Signal Operator Culpeper, from Nassau, Sunday, November 27,

came in at 4 o'clock a. m. with cargo of merchandise for Government.
Five blockaders off.

Decembers.—Blockaders off to windward. Practiced with Armstrong
150-pounder rifle, with 30 pounds powder and steel shell. First shot
struck rearmost chimney of Condor; second struck her forward smoke-
stack; third shot, at 3 o'clock, struck wreck of blockader. Colonel
Smead, inspector of heavy artillery, visited the fort on an inspection

tour. Captain Eeid started out in the Emma Henry to-night, bnt found
several vessels on the bar and came back. We shelled the bar furiously

for a short time, but did not effect anything, as far as we could see.

Captain Chapman, ofBattery Buchanan, played ajokeon Major Venable
and Mr. Bowers which might have been serious. He had them waylaid
on their way to his battery by a party who pretended they were Gush-
ing and party. An alarm was made, long roll beat, etc.

December 4.—Hansa, Captain Murray, came in from Nassau about
daybreak. We received a lot of toys, etc., sent by Captain Hewett, of

the Condor. Wild Rover came down to go out.

December 5.—No steamer went out last night. Steamer Stag, Captain
Burroughs, came in from Bermuda. Mr. Boot, of the firm of Marshall,
Beach & Boot, who is on his way to England in steamer Wild Rover,

called on me and bad a conversation in regard to having a tug stationed

at the mouth of the Cape Fear to assist blockade runners.

December 6.—No movements of steamers in or out.

December 7.—Steamer Stormy Petrel, Captain Donaly, Sellers, pilot,

Langham, operator, in trying to come in this morning grounded well out
on south breakers. At 7 a. m. six blockaders opened heavy bombard-
ment, throwing a number of shells into the fort, but apparently not
hitting the steamer. Fort responded warmly, and drove enemy off by
9 o'clock. Went out to the fort and took command during the fight.

Was exposed to rain that has given me fresh cold and caused me great

pain.

December S.—Steamer Talisman, Captain Knox, Bell, pilot, Lanier,

operator, fi:om Bermuda, arrived. Steamer Wild Rover, Captain Stuart,

sailed for Nassau, last night. Captain Bandle went out as passenger.

Steamer Umma Henry, Captain Reid, also went out last night for Nas-
sau. Turner went out as operator. Heard that Lieutenant Glassell, of

the Navy, had got the steam yacht Annie Lockwood to carry to Charles-

ton. Power, Low & Co. sent down 50 negroes to save cargo of Stormy
Petrel.

December 9.—A northeast gale came up last night, and this morning
the steamer Stormy Petrel was a complete wreck. Steamer Blenheim,

Captain Eostis, left for Nassau.
December 10.—Eode to the fort for a short while at noon. Ofl&cers

and crew of Stormy Petrel left for Wilmington. Saw seven blockaders
off.

December 12.—Five blockaders off to-day.

December 13.—Very cold. Visited Battery Buchanan and saw some
practice.

December 14.—Captain W. G. Green, of steamship Vulture, sent me
a handsome Adams revolver as a present today. Sent Sergeant Mayo
and two boats to the wreck of the Stormy Petrel to get cloth for the
garrison. They succeeded in getting a full load for the boats.
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December 15.—Visited Battery Buchanan and met Flag-OfQcer Pink-

uey. Fixed the hot-shot furnace in the columbiad battery.

December 16.—Went to Wilmington on steamer John Dawson. Visited

Captain Gayle on steamer Stag. Heard that Sherman had reached the

coast. Heard at night that two Yankee boats landed near Battery

Anderson, but were driven off by picket.

December 17.—Bought two dozen eggs at $20. Game down the river

with General Whiting in the Gape Fear. The Long Tom rifle exploded

in Battery Anderson last night. Went up to see it. The carriage was
torn to pieces and the gun was broken into over seven large pieces.

December 18.— Talisman, in trying to get out. ran on wreck of the

Raleigh. Eeceived news that a large fleet sailed from Fortress Monroe
on Friday for Wilmington. My command has been extended to Sugar
Loaf. Captain Southerland's light battery has reported to me; they

are the only troops above. Visited Sugar Loaf and Battery Gatlin and
gave instructions to prevent surprise. Had consultation with com-
manders of companies about our defense. Had negroes to work after

the news to-day.

December 19.—Captain Westfield, of South Carolina cavalry, with a
detachment, reported to me. Captain Bristol also reported with a bat-

talion of junior reserves. Stationed them at Sugar Loaf and sent
orders for them in case of attack, etc. Visited Battery Buchanan.
Talisman got off promptly Saturday night, but went to town to-day
leaking badly.
December 20.—Awoke this morning shortly after day and was informed

that the enemy's fleet were off the fort. Went out and saw five block-

aders at the anchorage, and twenty-five vessels, including several
frigates, farther out, nearly all hull down. Got everything in readiness
for a fight. Expected the fleet in at high tide at noou and cleared for

action. Fleet remained quiet all day. A stiff" northeaster prevailed
and I think interfered with their operations. General Whiting, Colonel
Tansill, and Captain Strong visited point. General rode round the
works and gave directions and left for town about 4 p. m. Sent all the
slaves off to-day.

December 21.—A strong northeast wind prevailed nearly all night.
At sunrise discovered the fleet apparently unchanged at its anchorage.
Sent two boats with household articles to Orton. About 9 o'clock a
strong southwest wind sprung up, which has increased in strength as
the day advanced. There appears to have been no change in the fleet
during the day. A detachment of 3 officers and 25 sailors reported to
me to-day. 1 have assigned the two 7-inch Brooke guns to them, which
I have mounted temporarily in columbiad battery. I am making every
preparation to receive the enemy.

December 22.—Could see only ten vessels off to-day. It was windy
all last night. General Hubert visited me to-day; he is very blue.
Officer of the guard reported about eighteen vessels at noon. Pilot
reiwrted twenty-three vessels off. Everything hard at work.

[For December 23-27, see flrst attack on Fort Fisher.]
December 28.—Most of the fleet have left. We have been hard at

work all day repairing damages. Banshee and Wild Rover arrived this
morning from Nassau. Little Hattie sailed this morning for Nassau.
December 29.—Governor Vance visited Fort Fisher. All quiet to-day.
December 30.—Wrote my official report of the bombardment of Fort

Fisher, December 24 and 25. Dated it December 27, the day of the
retreat of the land forces. All quiet to-day.
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December 31.—Colonel Graham's Twenty-first South Carolina Eegi-
ment left for Sugar Loaf. Sent General Whiting my ofQcial report
before day this morning. Keceived two 12-pounder Whitworths, which
came from Nassau on steamer Banshee. Foar carriages forguns arrived.

January 1, 1865.—Visited Orton and took dinner with my wife and
little ones. Returned to Fort Fisher at night. Received an extract
from Major-General Whiting's report highly complimentary and grat-

ifying.

January 2.—Battalion of the Thirty-sixth North Carolina Regiment
returned from Georgia. General Hubert visited me this morning. At
11.45 my ordnance sergeant, Montgomery Long, was instantly killed

by the explosion of a shell through accident. He was the most useful

officer I had. A negro teamster was killed at the same time. General
WTiiting visited the fort and rode from Battery Anderson to the fort,

inspecting the ground occupied by the enemy. A number of gentlemen
visited the fort with him. Yizittelli, of London Illustrated News,
remained overnight with me.
January 3.—Hard at work all day. Nothing of particular interest

occurred. Heard that enemy acknowledged a defeat here. Steamer
Hawk, Captain May, went out to-night.

January 4,—Ladies' Soldiers Aid Society visited fort. General
Bragg and quite a number of citizens accompanied them. Mounted
a 32-pounder on land face to-day.

January 5.—Had thanksgiving services in the fort. General H6bert
visited the post. Laid off a new face to Battery Buchanan. Mounted
a 24-pounder.
January 6.—^A 7-inch Brooke and a 6.4 inch Brooke arrived from

town.
. January 7.—Lieutenant Gwynn, engineer officer, reported to me
to-day. One Ylll-inch colnmbiad mounted to-day on right of colum-
biad battery.
January 8.—Heard that Porter's fleet had returned to Beaufort.

Saw Porter's report. It is full of falsehoods. Mr. Palmer left for

Wilmington to-day. Sent battle flag from the Mound to Governor
Vance by him. Four blockaders off.

January 9.—Received a load of palisades to-day; also four Vlll-inch

carriages, etc., from town, with a load of lumber.
January 10.—Misty, foggy morning. An Vlll-inch colnmbiad

mounted in colnmbiad battery to-day. Wrote accounts of services of

Whitworth gun to Major Hill.

January 11.—Three blockaders off. Wind N. W, Major Strange, of

General Bragg's staff, and Captain James, chief engineer, visited post

to-day to inspect condition of negroes. They dined with me. Captain

Dean reported with a detachment of Second South Carolina Cavalry.

They will picket the beach between the fort and Gatlin. Order received

breaking up Faison's scouts.

[For January 12, 13, see second attack on, and capture of Fort Fisher.]

Letterfrom Flag- Officer Mitchell, 0. 8. Navy, to General Lee, 0. 8. Army,
requesting action in view of the inefficient state of Battery Wood,

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, October 28, 1864.

General : Lieutenant 0. W. Read, 0. S. Navy, with a party of offi-

cers and 45 seamen, has taken charge of Battery Wood.
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Lieutenant Eead, in his report of the condition of his battery, says

:

This battery at preseot is iu a very ine£Bcient state. The magazines are covered
very thinly with loose earth. The magazine doors face in the direction of the
enemy's battery on Signal Hill ; the ditches around the rear of the guns are so cut
that water will run into the magazine.

I would respectfully request that you will take such action as to you
may seem proper in relation to the report of Lieutenant Eead.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag-Officer James River Squadron.

General R. B. Lee,
Commanding Army of Northern Virginia, Headquarters.

Letterfrom Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to Brigadier- General Rains,
G. 8. Army, requesting assistance in placing torpedoes.

Flagship Vieginia,
James Biver Squadron, October 39, 1864.

General : I will be ready for placing the torpedoes or grenades
to-morrow (Sunday) afternoon, and will thank you for a supply, with
the assistance of an adept. He can come down in the Shrapnel, which
leaves Eocketts at 3 o'clock p. m.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag-Officer James Biver Squadrov.
General EAms, G. 8. Army,

Bichmond, Va.

Order of Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to Gommander Webb, G. S.
Navy, to furnish a forcefor laying torpedoes.

Flagship Virginia,
James Biver Squadron, October 29, 1864.

Snt: Be pleased to furnish Lieutenant B. Kennon with the men
necessary to lay torpedoes when he is ready to do so. The most reliable
men should be sent.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer James Biver Squadron.

Commander Wm. A. Webb, Provisional Navy 0. S.,

0. 8. Ironclad Bichmond.

Order of Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant Foreman, C. 8
Navy, to assume temporary command of the G. 8. 8. Hampton.

Flagship Vieoinia,
James Biver Squadron, October 29, 1864.

T a^^TiT
^°" ^'^^ forthwith temporarily relieve Lieutenant Commanding

J. 8. Maury in the command of the C. S. gunboat Hampton, who has
been sent to the hospital.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
T .„ . ^ T T^

Flag-Officer James Biver Squadron.
Lieutenant Ivey Foeeman,

G. 8. Ironclad Fredericksburg.
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Letter from Flag- Officer Mitchell, 0. 8. Navy, to Major-Oeneral Pickett,

G. IS. Army, requesting a force ^or the protection of boom in DeviVa
Beach, James Biver.

Flagship Virginia,
James Biver Squadron, October 30, 1864.

General: I have placed a boom across the river in Devil's Eeacli,

below Bishop's BlufF, to operate as a check against the enemy's boat
expeditions or light steamers. At night our pickets and gunboats go
down to the boom, but they do not remain there during the day.

I should be glad, if in your power, to see stationed at the end of the
boom on the south shore a fieldpiece and sufficient force to protect it

from the enemy, particularly during the day.
This boom, or raft, will enable our ironclads to move down to it with

greater security should they be required to cooperate with your forces

against any movement of the enemy through Dutch Gap, or across the
river at Cox's Landing.

If the protection asked for can be afforded it will, I have no doubt,
prove materially to our advantage.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag-Officer James Biver Squadron.

Major-G«neral Geo. E. Pickett, C. S. Army,
Headquarters, Chesterfield.

Letterfrom Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. S. Navy, to Major-Oeneral Pickett,

G. S. Army, regarding the relief of picket gu^rd.

Flagship Virginia,
James Biver Squadron, Novmnber 1, 1864.

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-
munication* of the 31st ultimo, and to state in reply that the boom
having broken loose from the north shore has been brought up the
river for alteration. Should it be replaced, due notice wiU be given

;

in the meantime the picket guard ordered by you has been notified that
it will not be needed at the point to guard the boom.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag-Officer James Biver Squadron.

Major-Generai George E. Pickett, C. S. Army,
Headquarters, Ghesterfield.

Beport of Flag-Officer Mitchell, G. S. Navy, regarding the armament of
Battery Wood and the complement of Battery Brooke.

Flagship Virginia,
James Biver Squadron, November 1, 1864,

Sir : In reply to yours of the 31st ultimo, I have to inform you that
the armament of Battery Wood consists of 1 7-inch Gorgas rifle, 2
X-inch army columbiads, and that I sent 45 men to the battery, which
Lieutenant Commanding Bead informed me was sufficient.

* Not found.



750 NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

All the batteries have as many men as have been asked for by their

respective commanding oflBcers, although Battery Brooke yet la«ks

6 of the number (60) established by your order as the complement.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag-Officer James River Squadron.

Captain S. S. Lee, 0. S. Navy,
Office of Orders and Detail, G. 8. Navy Department.

Detailed report of Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, regarding general

affairs of his command.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, November 1, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt on the 25th ultimo
of your communication of the 24th in reply to mine of the 22d.
In reply to your remarks respecting the condition, etc., of the gun-

boats, as stated in my letter to General Lee, I have to state that tlie

gunboats Beaufort and Roanohe were, by the order of the Officer of
Orders and Detail, about the 1st of July last, deprived of their officers

and crews for manning the expedition under Commander Wood, except
barely enough to act as ship keepers. They have not since been manned
so as properly to handle their guns, except for some temporary purpose
by borrowing men from the ironclads. They have, however, men
enough on board to run them as dispatch or mail boats, and their bat-

teries have been kept serviceable.
In pursuance of a direct and peremptory order of the Office of Orders

and Detail to detail a gunboat to relieve tho Shrapnel for several days
while she was being repaired, and to relieve her thereafterevery Thurs-
day in the performance of the mail and packet service, the Roanoke
was assigned to the duty, which causes her absence from my command
about thirty hours each week.
The Nansemond's gun carriage was reported to me as being much out

of order and getting worse every time the gun was used or exercised.
Her commanding officer, Gunner Dowden, and a foreman gun carriage
maker from the Bichmond ordnance works, represented to me that it

was important to have it repaired, and, to have it done, it was neces-
sary to send the Nansemond to Eichmond, or to have the workmen sent
down to do it, which would have been bad economy, both of time and
means, and the vessel, while having her carriage repaired here, would
still have been useless as a gunboat. There were alterations also much
needed to render safe her magazine, and this was deemed a fitting
opportunity to have them made and at the same time to have remounted
her bow gun, which I learned was nearly ready for her. Your sugges-
tions as to her crew were anticipated and every man that was not
required to run her to Bichmond was taken out of her for service in
the squadron and to man our shore batteries.
Subsequently to the Nansemond's being sent to Eichmond, the

Drewry's gun carriage was disabled in the affair of the 22d by, I believe,
the very first fire of the enemy, and as she had but one gun she was
immediately sent to the city for repairs, and the men loaned her from
other vessels to assist in manning her gun have been taken from her
again.

Thus it is that the Hampton at the time was the only one of the gun-
boats provided with officers and a crew and in this respect to be re-
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garded as serviceable; and now I am only awaiting the return of the
Nansemond a,ud Drewry to send her up to the city, for the same reason
that the Nansemond was sent up and to complete repairs commenced a
month ago, bnt which were interrupted by her recall to the squadron
for pressing service. By the opportune arrival of ofQcers and men for

the squadron the gunboats Beaufort and Roanoke have, though not
efBciently manned, been rendered available for picket or patrol service,

which is required nightly as low down as the Devil's Eeach, below
Bishop's Bluff.

Whenever vessels have been sent up to the city for repairs 1 have
either advised the Department of it myself directly or caused the com-
manding ofBcer to communicate to it the instructions they received
from me. From accident, in one or two instances this rule may have
been omitted, although one so obviously proper to see that the Depart-
ment was duly informed.

All vessels and boats employed on this service now ought to be well
armed and manned, for it should be remembered that the river on the
north side is commanded by the batteries of the enemy that line it; and
it is only undercover of dark nights that they can venture any distance
below GhafSn's Bluff. Besides, the enemy can and probably will, with
his great numerical superiority, move some dark night a large force of
infantry and iieldpieces to the bank of the river to operate against our
gunboats; hence they should be prepared for service to meet such an
attack. To prevent, if possible, torpedoes being placed in the river, a
constant patrol by the gunboats will have to be kept up, with the aid
of rowboats, which is the only means at my command that promises to

be useful, bnt which might be rendered more effective with the addition
to this service of three or four of the small torpedo boats.

One of the chief difficulties to the free movement of our ironclads
down the river is the bar in Kingsland Eeach, which is practicable for

the Virginia and the Richmond only at the ordinary half tides, and,
according to our pilots, in the winter the tides occasionally continue so
low as for a week at a time to prevent their passage even at high water.
There is great risk at all times in moving the ironclads in the river at

night, and the recent grounding of the Virginia and Richmond, the lat-

ter two nights successively, and escape from serious damage, admonish
me that the passage of Kingsland Beach shonld not be attempted on a
falling tide when its practicability is at all doubtful by either of these
two vessels, except upon an urgent immediate military necessity. When
the tides suit, however, they can take up their positions in the vicinity

of Bishop's Bluff, and when at other times they do not suit this service

can be performed by the Fredericksburg alone.

At present two gunboats patrol the river from Kingsland Creek to

Devil's Reach duriiig the night, dragging torpedoes on their first trips

down and last trips up.
Each ironclad has a rowboat, with two officers and her crew, to picket

most important parts of the river, rowing guard in the shade of the
south banks, where they are screened in a great degree from the observa-
tions of the enemy, but may the better observe any movements he might
himself attempt on the river

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitohkll,
Flag-Officer James River Squadron.

Hon. S. E. Mallory,
Secretary of the Navy.
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Instructions of Flag- Officer Mitchell, C. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant Read,
C. 8. Navy, regarding the operations of the naval batteries.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, November 2, 1864.

Sib : Toars * of this date has been received. As you are fully aware
of the importance of having your battery ready for service at all times,

I feel assured that all due efforts will be made by you for remounting
the X-inch temporarily disabled.
Our naval batteries will open upon any of those of the enemy that

may fire upon our squadron whenever it can be returned with effect.

Care should be taken, however, not to waste our ammunition and to

conform strictly to the instructions from the OfQce of Ordnance and
Hydrography in regard to its expenditure, and particularly in the use
of the different charges and projectiles. If you have not been furnished
with those instructions yon can obtain copies from Battery Semmes.
The wishes of General Lee and of the commanding general oflBcer on
the south side respecting the firing from the river batteries should be
complied with as far as practicable at all times with their means, and
whenever circumstances will justify it. Any information that the com-
manding officers of our batteries may obtain which may prove useful
to the Army should, without delay, be communicated to the nearest or
proper commanding officer of our land forces. The most cordial and
prompt cooperation with the Army at all times is enjoined.

I have approved your requisitions for clothing and directed Assistant
Paymaster Tucker to fill them up as soon as possible. It is his duty to
see to the transportation of provisions, stores, etc., in his department,
but you had better make an effort to obtain the wagon you ask for from
the Army, the Navy Department not having any, and being, in many
instances, dependent on the Quartermaster's Department for having
its haaling done.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer James River Squadron.
Lieutenant C, W. Read,

Commanding Battery Wood.

Letter of Flag- Officer Mitchell, 0. 8. Navy, to the Chief of the Office of
Orders and Detail regarding the complement of men for vessels and
naval batteries.

Flagship Vibginia,
James River Squadron, November 4, 1864.

Sir : In reply to your letter of the 3d instant I would respectfully
state that the number of men required to constitute the complements
of the difierent vessels of this squadron and of the naval batteries is 90.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant^

Jno. K, Mitchell,
Flag- Officer James River Squadron.

Captain S. S. Lee, 0. S. Navy,
Office of Orders and Detail, C. S. Navy Department.

•Not found.
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Letter from Flag- Officer Mitchell, 0. 8. Navy, to Brigadier- General Ste-

vens, 0. 8. Army, requesting information regarding proposed obstruc-

tions.

Flagship Virginia,
James Biver Squadron, November 4, 1864.

General : Yesterday I was informed by General Gilmer that obstruc-
tions were being prepared by you to be placed in tlie river; that he was
unable to give me the information I wished respecting them, and
referred me to you.
In arranging my own plans for the squadron it' is important that I

should know the character of the proposed obstructions, their location,

and the time when they will probably be in position, and I would there-

fore respectfully ask for such information on these points as you may
feel at liberty to impart.

I invite your attention to a frigate's chain cable which Pilot Moore
informs me is lying on one of the pens in the obstructions at Drewry's
Bluff, as it may have escaped your notice and might be rendered very
serviceable in obstructing the river with timber.

1 have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag-Officer James River Squadron,

Brigadier-General W. H. Stevens, C. S. Army,
Chief Engineer Army Northern Virginia.

Letterfrom Flag-Officer Mitchell, C. S. Navy, to the Chief of tlie Office of
Orders and Detail regarding deficiencies of medical officers in his com-
mand.

Flagship Virginia,
James Biver Squadron, November 4, 1864.

Sir : Assistant Surgeons Boxley, attached to Battery Semmes, and
Goldsborough, to the Fredericksburg, were sent some time since to the
naval hospital, and Fleet Surgeon Harrison was sent to it to-day.

As the return of the above olBcers to duty is uncertain, and as the
sickness, both on shore and afloat, continues, it is necessary that the
complement of medical officers be kept up, and particularly in view of
casualties that may at any moment result from a collision with the
enemy. I therefore request that three medical ofQcers be at once
ordered to supply the vacancies named, either temporarily or other-

wise, as the Department may deem proper.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitohell,

Flag-Officer James River Squadron.
Captain S. S. Lee, 0. S. Navy,

Office of Orders and Detail, C. S. Navy Department.

Letter from Flag-Officer Mitchell, C. 8. Navy, to the Chief of the Bureau
of Ordnance and Hydrography, requesting a supply of self-acting tor-

pedoes.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, November 5, 1864.

Sir : I have had placed booms, or a line of logs chained together, at

Bishop's Bluff, extending from the south shore to within about 30 feet

of the north shore.

N w R—VOL 11 48
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This gap of 30 feet I propose to protect from the passage of the ene-

my's row and small torpedo boats with self-acting torpedoes of about
10 poands of powder each. A part of this space will be nearly or quite
bare at low tide and at the end of the booms about 3 feet. The rise and
fall of the tide is about 4J feet. Bight or ten torpedoes will, I think, be
sufficient, and I therefore ask that they may be supplied as soon as
practicable.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag-Officer James River Squadron.

Commander John M. Brooke,
Chief of Ordnance and Hydrography, Navy Department.

Extractfrom the report of the Secretary of the Navy.

Confederate States op America,
Navy Department, Richmond, November 5, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report to you the operations of this Depart-
ment since the date of my last report, April 30, 1864.

Vessskls in Commission.

Jamea River, under command of Flag-Officer John K. Mitchell.

Virginia, ironclad sloop, 4 guns, flagship.
Fredericksburg, ironclad sloop, 4 guns, Commander T. E. Eootes.
Richmond, ironclad sloop, 4 guns. Commander W. A. Webb.
Hampton, steam gunboat, 2 guns. Lieutenant J. S. Maury.
Nansemond, steam ganboat, 2 guns, Lieutenant 0. W. Hays.
Roanoke, steam gunboat, 2 guns, Master W. F. Shippey.
Beaufort, steam gunboat, 2 guns. Lieutenant W. P. Mason.
Drewry, steam gunboat, 1 gun, Lieutenant W. H. Wall.
Patrick Henry, steam sloop, 4 guns. Lieutenant Commanding W. H.

Parker, school-ship for midshipmen.
Torpedo, steam gunboat, 1 gun. Lieutenant Commanding J. Pembroke

Jones, in charge of submarine defenses.

Inland waters of North Carolina, under command of Captain Jamea W. Cooke.

Eoanoke B.iyQv.—Albemarle, ironclad sloop, 2 guns, Lieutenant Com-
manding A. F. Warley.
Feuse Eiver.—JVewse, ironclad sloop, 2 guns. Commander Joseph Price.

Cape Fear River and Wilmington, under command of Flag-Officer R. F. Pinkneg.

Yadkin, steam gunboat, 1 gun. Lieutenant W. A. Kerr.
Equator, steam gunboat, 1 gun.
Arctic, floating battery, 3 guns. Lieutenant C. B. Poindexter
Squib, torpedo boat.

Vessels now in Progeess op Construction.

At Richmond.

An ironclad steamer has just been launched, 216 feet in leneth to
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The engines and boilers for this vessel are all in readiness, and of
the best kind; and, from her fine model, there is no doabt but she will
prove an excellent vessel, with good speed, etc.

Also on the stocks at the same place an ironclad ram, with a short
citadel and one gun. This vessel is intended for light draft, has 4
propellers, 2 in each end, with 4 engines. She is also fitted with a
ram on both ends, and is intended to move either way. Her machinery
is being constructed at the naval works in this place also.

There are also under construction 4 torpedo boats, which are well
advanced in their hulls and machinery. Two of these boats have been
recently completed.
The frequent calls upon the workmen employed by the Navy Depart-

ment to defend the city against the Yankees have greatly retarded the
work for several months past, and which is still the case.

At Halifax, N. C.

There is on the stocks, and well advanced, one gunboat of light draft,
to be used in the waters of the sound, and to mount two guns on pivots.
The woodwork of this vessel will be finished in two months. The
engines are all in readiness at the naval works in Bichmond, and are of
sufficient power to insure great speed. They were taken out of one of
the Yankee gunboats captured by Commander Wood, O. S. Navy, on
the Bappahannock.

At Edwards Ferry, on the Soanoke,

There is on the stocks another wooden gunboat of light draft, and
ready for launching, to mount two guns, and suitable for operating
on the Boanoke. The engines for this vessel have been provided for,

and are nearly ready to go on board, and have only been prevented by
the calling of the workmen in Bichmond to the field from the naval
iron works.
A contract has also been entered into with Messrs. Smith & Elliott

to build at the same place an ironclad of light draft to mount four guns
for use in the Albemarle Sound, etc. The iron armor for this vessel
has been provided for by the purchase of railroad iron in Korth Caro-
lina, to be rolled into gunboat iron. The boilers are in readiness at
Bichmond, and also a part of the machinery.

At Wilmington, N. C.

There is being built rapidly an ironclad steamer of fine model, 226
feet in length, of such draft of water as will enable her to go in and
out of the harbor at aU times.

The machinery of this vessel is also new and most of it ready to be
put in the vessel. It has been built at the naval works at Columbus,
Ga., under the supervision of Chief Engineer J. H. Warner, C. S. Navy,
and is of sufficient power to insure good speed. Great interest is felt

in the completion of this vessel by the Department, as it is expected
she will greatly relieve the port of Wilmington from the blockading
vessels now there.

• ••••**
The James Biver Squadron, under Elag-Officer John K. Mitchell, has

been actively employed in cooperation with the Army, and on the 29th
of September it had a spirited contest with some of the enemy's shore

batteries on the James Blver, silencing those upon Signal HiU,
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When Admiral Lee, the Federal officer in command of the United
States naval forces in the Virginia waters, discovered that our three

ironclads were preparing to attack him iu June last, though the force

under his command was vastly superior to ours, he effectually

obstructed the river in Trent's Beach with sunken vessels and other

means, which obstructions he still maintains, and established shore bat-

teries to protect them; and behind these obstructions his ironclads

have continued securely to shelter themselves.
Lieutenant-Colonel Terrett, of the Marine Corps, with a body of

marines, commands Drewry's Bluff; and at Mobile, Wilmington, and
the James Biver parties of naval officers and men command shore
batteries.

The submarine battery and torpedo force organized by the Depart-
ment, under the command of Commander Hunter Davidson, has
proved efficient, and an increase of appropriation for this service is

recommended. The importance of this weapon of defensive war is

becoming daily more evident as experience develops means of sur-

mounting difficulties heretofore regarded as insuperable.
The enemy's ascent of James Biver by a large number of war ves-

sels, expressly prepared for the enterprise, in iMay last, was materially
retarded by, and their final arrest was greatly due to, this force. They
were compelled to scour the banks of the river with land parties, and,
at the same time, to drag the river for torpedoes, by which their
progress was reduced to half a mile in twenty-four hours, and while
thus engaged, on the 6th of May last, their leading steam gunboat, the
Commodore Jones, was blown into fragments by a submarine battery,
and their further progress for the time checked. Lieutenant J. Pem-
broke Jones has succeeded Commander Davidson, and he embraces
Wilmington and the James Biver within the sphere of his operations.
The ironclad sloop North Carolina, while under the command of Flag-

Offlcer William F. Lynch, became unserviceable from the destructive
operations of the sea worm, and has been dismantled and an investiga-
tion of the case will be made.
The Pebstdent.

Letter from Mag- Officer Mitchell, C. 8. Navy, to the Chief of the Bureau
of Ordnance and Hydrography, requesting a supply of torpedoes for the
cutters used as pickets.

Flagship Vieginia,
James Biver Squadron, November fi, 1864.

Sib : Each of our ironclads has a cutter fitted with a torpedo contain-
ing about 25 or 30 ponnds of powder intended to be used against the
euemy's ironclads or large vessels. The present use of these cutters is
to picket the river, and they will not be likely to encounter any craft
larger than a launch, and I think a much smaller torpedo—say with 5
or 6 pounds of powder—would be large enough for this particular
service. As these cutters are moving about in fogs and at night,
accidents are liable to occur among ourselves, and if the present sized
(30 ponnds) torpedoes are used, serious damage might result to us
while with those of about 5 pounds no vital injury would ensue to any
of our vessels, but used against small boats of the enemy thev would
be sufficiently effective.

If you concur in these views, will you order a supply of about 8 or



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 757

10 torpedoes of about 5 pounds each with a simple socket to fit over
the pole t

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag-Officer James River Squadron.

Commander John M. Bbooke,
GMef of Ordnance and Hydrography, Navy Department.

Letter from Major-General Whitiiig, G. 8. Army, to Flag-Officer Pinhney,
C. 8. Navy, regarding the transfer of Battery Buchanan for the occupa-
tion of a naval force.

Headqttabtebs,
Wilmington, November 6, 1864.

Flag-Oppiceb : I think the time has come for your naval force to
occupy, in part at least, the battery commanding the Eastern Bip,
which I propose to turn over to you. I beg that until it is completed
entirely you will give instructions to your officers and men not to
interfere in any way with the working parties engaged in finishing the
defenses or with their officers. In the meantime your men can move,
use, and practice with the three 10-pounder columbiad guns, which are
now mounted, and make such shift with what quarters and conven-
iences we have put up as circumstances for the present will admit. I

would much prefer to turn everything over to you complete, but with
the great pressure upon me now for labor at so many important points
I am compelled to place first the new battery in condition to be fought
with effect and to wait a while before putting up all the conveniences
which you will require. I trust your officers and men will understand
and appreciate this. It is hardly necessary to say that the point they
will occupy is one of the most important in our system of defense, and
must be held at all hazards and to the last extremity. I shall do all in

my power to make it tenable and shall rely implicitly on your people
to fight it. I understand that the enemy are covering their wooden
ships with chain armor. This is very formidable and effective and may
enable many of them, unless obstructed, to pass the forts of the army.
Tou will have the defenseof a narrow and difficult pass, and one of the
last importance as regards the harbor. The command will be exclu-

sively naval, as much so as if the defensive force was in a ship of war
at anchor off the Bip. I have only to request a general compliance
with standing regulations. The commanding officer at Fort Fisher
understands this and is ready to cooperate and extend every aid in his

power. It will probably be necessary, considering the limited number
of men which will be at your disposal, for the land picket duty to be
performed by the garrison of Fort Fisher.

Very respectfully, W. H. O. Whiting,
Major- General.

Flag-Officer Pinknet,
Comdg. Confederate States Naval Forces, North Carolina, Present.

Report of Flag-Officer Mitchell, 0. 8. Navy, regarding the removal of
certain Confederate States vessels to a position of greater safety.

Flagship Vieginia,
James River Squadron, November 8, 1864.

Sib : Being thoroughly convinced that the ironclads or other vessels

of the squadron anchored at night at Bishop's or at other points below
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our army picket line on the north bank were in constant danger of

being destroyed by the enemy with torpedo boats launched into the

river from above as well as below them, I have deemed it advisable

for their security, until measures now in progress for their protection

shall be considered available, to keep them near our lines, where they
have the protection of booms I have placed across the river above
Kingsland Beach, which, though slight, will probably prove suflBcient

to prevent an attack from such craft as can be brought overland.

The ironclads are kept in constant readiness, with suflScient steam
to move them to any point below, accessible to us, to cooperate with
the army in opposing movements of the enemy across the river the
moment a signal is made.
Gunboats and rowboats are underway every night patrolling the

river as low down as the head of Devil's Eeach to prevent and report
operations or movements of any kind by the enemy they may discover.
By this arrangement we have a reasonable assurance that the iron-

clads, while in a position of comparative security, may at the same
time exert an important influence on the operations of the enemy,
ready, as they are, to cooperate with the army when needed without
incurring the nightly hazard of being destroyed by torpedoes if kept
at Bishop's, against which no degree of vigilance can render them
secure in their present condition.
By the end of this week I hope to have this ship, the Virginiay pro-

tected from attack of torpedo boats according to the plan submitted to
you, consisting of outriggers and logs, with curtains attached to the
latter and extending for 20 feet entirely around her, which, while
affording at all times and in all places the desired protection, will not,
I think, interfere materially with her movements to prevent her taking
any position desired.
The importance of small torpedo steamers to the squadron tor night

picket service, especially during the approaching inclement weather of
winter, can not be overestimated, and in being able to communicate at
night promptly intelligence of the enemy's movements. I would there-
fore respectfully renew to the Department the suggestion, if the inter-
ests of the public permit, that one, if not two, of them be attached to
the squadron.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Mag- Officer James River Squadron.

Hon. S. E. Malloet,
Secretary of the Wavy, Richmond, Va.

Letterfrom the Secretary of the Wavy to Flag-Officer Mitchell, 0. 8. Wavy,
regarding the transfer of the launch of the G. S. S. PatricTc Henry.

Confederate States op America,
Wavy Department, Richmond, Ya., Wovember 8, 1864.

Sir: Tour letter* of the 7th instant requesting that the launch of
the Patrick Henry, now fitted with a 12-pounder howitzer, be turned
[over] to your command to be used in guarding against the use of tor-
pedoes by the enemy, has been received.
Upon conferring with Lieutenant Commanding Parker, he informs me

that the launch is required for teaching the acting midshipmen boat

* Not found.
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and howitzer exercise. Under these circamstances the Department is

constrained to decline to comply with your request, and hopes that you
will be able to make other arrangements to accomplish the end in view.
The Torpedo and her launch will report to you.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. E. Malloet,

Secretary of the Navy.

Flag-OflScer J. K. Mitchell, Provisional Navy 0. S.,

Commanding Naval Forces, James River.

Report of Major-Qeneral Whiting, 0, 8, Army, of the arrival of the

C. 8. 8. Tallahassee in the harbor of Wilmington, N. 0.

Hbadqtjabtees,
Wilmington, November 8, 1864.

Genebal : I have to report the arrival of the C. S. S. TalldhMSsee
last night. I can not forbear expressing the opinion that such a cruise
as this can scarcely be a set-off to the loss and damage already sus-
tained by the fitting out of this expedition and the mischief which it

will bring, and I most respectfully but earnestly recommend that
nothing more of the kind be allowed, but that the ship and crew may
be turned over to aid in the defense of the harbor.

Very respectftiUy,

W. H. C. Whiting,
Major-Qeneral.

General Beaxton Beagg,
Commanding, etc., Present.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Offieer Mitchell, C. S.

Navy, regarding the preparation of ironclads with defensesfrom torpedo
attacks.

OONFEDEEATE STATES OF AMEEIOA,.
Navy Department, Richmond, November 9, 1864.

SiE : Acting Constructor Graves is ordered to confer with you with
the view of taking charge of the work of protecting one of the iron-

clads from torpedoes. This will enable you to expedite the completion
of this important work.
As Mr. Graves built the Virginia, perhaps it would be well to give

him the work upon this vessel according to the plan you deem best.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. E. Malloet,
Secretary of the Navy.

Flag-OfBcer John K. Mitchell, Provisional Navy C. S.,

Commanding Naval Forces James River.

[Endorsement.]

NovEMBEE 10—9 a. m.

Mr. Graves called on board with an order requiring one of the iron-

clads to be prepared by him with defenses from torpedo attacks. I
assigned the Richmond to him, and told him to submit his plan as
soon as he had matured it. The Virginia and FredricJcsburg are in

progress under Mr. Meads, and the work well underway.
J. K. M.
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Order of Flag-Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant Minor, C. 8.

Navy, regarding the mounting of howitzers on ironclads.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, November 10, 1864.

Sir: Tours of the 9th, relative to howitzers for the squadron, has

been received. As you can furnish but three, I should be glad to

assign one to each of the ironclads, to be mounted on that part of the

shield which will give the greatest range of the horizon; the one for

this ship ought to be mounted on the after part.

Passed Midshipman [H. H,] ScQtt has been appointed assistant ord-

nance officer of the squadron, and will probably enter upon his new
duties to- day, if his health permits. I will permit him, as soon as he
comes on board, to go to Eichmond to see you, as you have requested.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer James River Squadron.

Lieutenant Commanding E. D. Minor, Provisional Navy C. S.,

Naval Ordnance Works, Richmond, Va.

Report of Midshipman Wilson, G. 8. Navy, submitting plan for the

destruction of one of the enemy^s gunboats.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, November 12, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following plan for the destruc-
tion of one of the enemy's double-ender gunboats, now anchored below
the Yankee observatory, which I am willing and anxious to undertake
with one of the torpedo rowboats of this squadron.
The plan is, having selected a proper night to take the boat and,

equipments necessary overland to Howlett's house (thereby avoiding
the enemy's lookouts at Signal Hill and Dutch Gap), launch her, and,
pulling cautiously down the middle of the river, keeping well in the
channel, pass through the obstructions; and as I am credibly informed
they have no picket boats at the obstructions, only a lookout on both
sides of the river, I do not anticipate any trouble in passing the shore
battery, but believe that we will be able to explode the torpedo under
her. I am confident that I can get alongside without being seen, and
when the work is done, in the confusion and alarm which will neces-
sarily result, run past their battery, keeping close under the north
bank, and thus escape with little or no loss to my boat's crew.

I am very certain that the vessel can be destroyed, and if my boat is
captured, is not the destruction of a large vessel a sufficient inducement
for the undertaking of an enterprise for the success of which I cheer-
fully will risk my own life?

I enclose you a rough sketch* of the position and place occupied by
the gunboat and battery. The boat is. to the best of my judgment,
about 2J miles below Battery Dantzler, and I am confident that there
will be no serious difficulty in getting alongside.
Hoping that this will meet with your approbation and consent,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wm. Francis Wilson,

-r^, ^». , „ Midshipman, 0. 8. Navy.
Flag-Officer Jno. K. Mitchell,

Gommanding, etc.

*Not necessary to publish.
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Letter from Flag-Officer Mitchell, C. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant- General
Ewell, G. 8. Army, regarding the placing of obstructions in the James
Biver.

Flagship Virginia,
James Biver 8quadron, November 13, 1864.

General: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr
communication of this date in relation to obstructions in James Eiver.
Desirous of obtaining the same information that you are seeking, I

addressed a communication on the 4th to General Stevens (a copy of
which is annexed for your information), but as yet I am without a reply,
and regret therefore that it is entirely out of my power to say more
than what General Gilmer told me in Bichmond on the 3d, that obstruc-
tions were being prepared by General Stevens, of the character of which
he was unable to inform me, but that he would himself call upon General
Stevens to give me the desired information.
I have had booms consisting of a single line of logs chained together

stretched across below our anchorage and near your picket line, to pre-
vent our vessels from a surprise by torpedo or other boat expeditions
from the enemy, but it is very frail and could offer no serious impedi-
ment to vessels of any size. Below these booms our gunboats and
picket rowboats patrol the river every night as low down as the head
of Devil's Beach, keeping constantly underway; and our ironclads are
held in readiness to move to their assistance if attacked, or to cooper-
ate with General Pickett's left in the vicinity of Bishop's.
Every obstacle to the advance of the enemy up the river should be

placed in it that we can, for, with his superior force and resources, he
will be able, when he pleases, to concentrate an overwhelming force to
meet any that we will be able to pat afloat to oppose his advance.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag-Officer James Biver Squadron.

Lieutenant-Geueral B. S. Ewell,
Headquarters, Ghaffin^s Bluff.

Letter from Flag-Officer Mitchell, O. 8. Navy, to the Chief of the Offi^se

of Orders and Detail regarding the raising of the schooner Oallego.

Flagship Virginia,
James Biver Squadron, November 13, 1864.

Sib : In consequence of the shore batteries being separated from my
command, the order to Surgeon Gait, attached to Battery Brooke, to
perform temporarily the duties of Fleet-Surgeon Harrison at the naval
hospital on sick ticket has been revoked, and Surgeon Washington, of
the Fredericksburg, has been ordered by me to discharge those duties
temporarily.

I respectfully request that Boatswain Kelson, or some other master
rigger, be sent down to attend to raising the schooner Gallego, lying
water logged on the south shore below the obstructions at Drewry's
Bluff. A gang of laborers to aid him can be furnished from the squadron
as required. We have no suitable ofdcers and rigger's gang to spare
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from the squadron for this duty, as all we have are indispensable in the

squadron for important work in hand in fitting torpedo defenses.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John K. Mitcheu.,
Flag- Officer James River Squadron.

Captain S. S. Lee,
Office of Orders and Detail, Navy Department, Richmond, Va.

Order of Flag-Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to Lieutenamt Ooodwyn, 0. 8.

Navy, detaching him from Battery Semmcs.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, November 13, 1864.

Sir: Ton are hereby detached from Battery Semmes and will report

to me for duty in the squadron as soon as yon are discharged from the

naval hospital.

I am, respectfnlly, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag-Officer James River Squadron.

Lieutenant M. P. GooD-vnrN, Provisional Navy 0. 8.,

Battery Semmes.

Order of Flag-Officer Mitchell, 0. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Oenas, 0. 8.

Navy, regarding the opening of fire from Batteries Wood and Semmes
on Dutch Gap.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, November 13, 1864.

Sir : In reply to yours of the 12th instant, I have to inform you that
the law and regulations for the government of the Navy apply, as far

as practicable, to the naval batteries on shore. As to the particular
authority you require respecting summary courts-martial, the words of
the law authorizing them are precise, giving the authority to "the com-
mander of any vessel in the Navy" (see section 4, page 70, Navy Eegis-
ter). Yon command a shore battery, and not a vessel; therefore the
law does not give you the authority to order summary courts-martial,
nor do I know of any authority in the land other than Congress that can
confer on you the authority you desire.

In regard to opening fire, as you suggest, from Batteries "Wood and
Semmes upon Dutch Gap, you will be pleased to be governed by the
wishes of General Lee or General Pickett on the subject.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag-Officer James River Squadron.

Lieutenant Commanding H. Oenas, Provisional Navy 0. 8.,

Battery Semmes.

Letter from Flag-Officer Mitchell, 0. S. Navy, to Lieutenant- Colonel How-
ard, G. 8. Army, regarding safeguards adopted against torpedoes.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, November 14, 1864.

Colonel : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-
munication of this date furnishing me with a copy of one from Brig-
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adier-General G. W. 0. Lee, conveying information derived from two
deserters from the enemy of his having placed torpedoes in the river
below Boulware's house, etc.

In anticipation of attempts of the enemy to destroy our vessels with
torpedoes, I have adopted safeguards which I hope will prove effective

in protecting them from his designs.
With many thanks to General Bwell for the information conveyed by

his direction,

I remain, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer James Biver Squadron.

Lieutenant-Colonel J. Howard,
Oommanding Ohaffin's Bluff.

Beport of Lieutenant Parlcer, G. iS, Navy, requesting the raising of coal

vessel and the schooner Gallego.

Office Special Service,
C. 8. Wavy Department, Bichmond, November 14, 1864.

Sir : I beg leave to call your attention to the fact that nearly every
canal boat and lighter used by this Department in the transportation
of supplies, etc., to the squadron have been sunk or so knocked to pieces
as to render them useless. The boat loaded with coal and sunk some-
time since was borrowed of the Engineer Department, and we are held
responsible for its safe return. They are urging its return and you would
greatly oblige me by having it raised as soon as possible, that we may
have the necessary repairs put upon it before we are again called upon
for ft. The same may be said of the Oallego, which, as you are aware,
has been heretofore used by us as a storeship, but is now in the same
condition as the boat before referred to, and which, if possible, 1 should
also be glad to have raised, as the boat now being used is [the] only
one left at our command that could be used for similar purposes, and
should any accident happen to it we would be without the necessary
means of transportation.
Hoping that yon will issue such orders as will insure more care and

prevent similar accidents,
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. H. Parker,
Lieutenant in Charge.

Flag-OflScer J. K. Mitchell, C. 8. Navy,
Commanding James Biver Squadron.

Order of Flag-Officer Mitchell, C. 8. Navy, to Assistant Paymaster TucTcer,

C. S. Navy, regarding accounts of men transferred to shore batteries.

Flagship Virginia,
James Biver Squadron, November 15, 1864.

Sir : In reply to your letter of yesterday's date, I have to inform you
that the men transferred from the squadron to the batteries are to be
returned as soon as other men can be obtained to supply their places.
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As this trausfer is only temporary, their accounts are to be retained

ou board of their own vessels.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag-Officer James River Squadron.

Assistant Paymaster L. M. Tuckeb, Provisional Navy 0. S.,

Richmond, Va.

Report of Flag-Officer Mitchell, C. S. Navyjregarding the transfer of the

command of batteries Semmes, Wood, and Brooke.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, November 16, 1864.

Sir : Yesterday, in pursuance of your order of the 12th instant, I

transferred to First Lieutenant William L. Bradford the command of

the naval batteries Semmes, Wood, and Brooke.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag- Officer James River Squadron.

Captain S. S. Lee, 0. S. Navy,
Officer of Orders and Detail, C. 8. Navy Dept., Richmond, Va.

Report of Lieutenant Wharton, 0. 8. Navy, submitting planfor discover-

ing the enemy's torpedoes.

0. S. S. EiOHMOND, November 16, 1864.

Sib: I presume it is a matter of great importance with yon to find

out whether the enemy have torpedoes, either sensitive or electric,

between Bishop's aud Trent's Beach. I submit the following plan to

determine this point, which I think can be carried out with small
expense to the Government and no loss of life.

I propose to take any old barge that can be procured, and on its deck
build a shield like that of any of our ironclads, and also have a false

smokestack, all of refuse lumber; in fact, make it a facsimile of one of
them. Have outriggers on each side, of different lengths, with lines

attached, 12 or 15 feet long; with weight heavy enough to keep under
short pieces fastened to the lines. There will be formed a sweep likely
enough to explode any sensitive torpedoes that would touch our bot-
toms and which the barge, owing to its light draft, would fail to come
in contact with.

I further propose, when the favorably dark night presents itself, that
one of the small wooden steamers shall tow this pseudo-ironclad down
to Bishop's, or farther, if you deem it can be done in safety, and then
two boats with the ebb tide can keep her in the channel till she reaches
Hewlett's. Long lines from the bow and stern of the barge will enable
them to do this and also keep themselves free from danger by hauling
well in to the south bank. A little light well disposed on her and a
few whispered (just loud enough for the enemy's pickets to hear on the
north bank) orders and soundings given, may deceive the Yankees, and
if they have any electrical torpedoes they will surely explode them and
blow her to pieces. And if she passes in safety she can be brought
[back

J
on the flood in the samemanner and before daylight. The nights
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of the next tea days would be the most favorable on acconnt of the
tides.

It would be superflaoas for me to add that I am not only willing but
anxioas to make such an attempt. I forgot to mention that the return
from Howlett's would give us another chance at deceiving them.

Very respectfully,

A. D. Whabtoh,
First Lieutena/nt, Oommanding.

Plag-Offlcer Jno. K. Mitchell,
Oommanding, etc.

Letter from Flag-Officer Mitchell, 0. S. 2favy, to General Lee, 0. 8. Army,
responding to a requestfor the cooperation of the naval batteries.

Flagship Yibginia,
James River Squadron, November 17, 1864.

Gensbal : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours* of
the 14th respecting the return by Battery Wood, etc., of the fire of the
enemy upon camps in its rear.

The naval batteries have been detached from my command, but I
shall take great pleasure in communicating your wishes to Lieutenant
William L. Bradford, Provisional Kavy 0. S., who has been assigned to
their command.

I am, general, with great respect, your obedient servant,
John K. Mitchell,-

Flag-Officer James River Squadron.
General B. E. Lee,

Commanding Army Northern Virginia, Headquarters.

Order of Flag-Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant Bell, G. 8. Navy,
to assume temporary command of the 0. 8. 8. Nansemond.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, November 17, 1864.

Sib: You will forthwith assume command of the 0. S. gunboat
Nansemond during the absence of Lieutenant Oommanding G. W. Hays,
who has been sent to the naval hospital sick, and as soon as you may be
relieved in the command of the Nansemond you will resume your duties

on board of the Fredericksburg,

I am, respectftdly, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag-Officer James River Squadron.

Second Lieut. Thos. P. Bell, Provisional liTavy C. S.,

G. 8. Ironclad Fredericksburg, James River Squadron.

Order of Flag-Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant Foreman, G. 8.

Navy, to assume temporary command of the G. 8. 8. Torpedo, and pre-

pare that vesselfor effective service.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, November 18, 1864.

Sib : You will forthwith repair on board and assume the temporary
command of the 0. S. S. Torpedo.

* Not foand.
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Enclosed is a copy of an inventory of articles on board, famished by
Master P.W. Smith, which you will please compare, and, if found correct,

will enter at once on the log book of the vessel, which you will be partic-

ular in seeing properly kept.

Tou will make a careful examination of the vessel and report to me
her coudition for service as a picket boat, what repairs may be
required, and all deficiencies in equipments, especially in the ordnance
department.
She will, for the present, be armed with a 12-pounder boat howitzer

forward, and you will submit to me an estimate of the complement of

ofScers necessary to man her efficiently, in addition to the of&cers and
men now on board, whose present organization will be preserved.
Tou wiU proceed at once to prepare the Torpedo for effective service

against the enemy, and make out requisitions to supply all needful
articles.

The accounts of the ofQcers and crew now on board will remain with
the paymaster who has them; the accounts of the officers and men who
may be assigned to her from the squadron will remain with the vessels to
which they may be attached.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
John K. Mitchell,

Flag Officer James River Squadron.

First Lieutenant Ivey Foreman, 0. S. Navy,
Ironclad Frederickaburg.

Letterfrom Flag- Officer Mitchell, C. 8. Navy, to the Chief of the Office oj
Orders and Detail, regarding the fitting of a boat howitzer on the
G. 8. 8. Torpedo.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, November 18, 1864,

Sir : In obedience to your instructions of the 17th instant, I have
received for use, temporarily, in the squadion the 0. S. S. Torpedo, with
her officers and men, a list of whom is herewith annexed.
She has a boat howitzer mounted on a field carriage; it requires to

be properly fitted, for which purpose she will have to be sent to Bich-
mond to report to the Chief of Ordnance and Hydrography and to
arrange her armament in such manner as the Navy Department deem
proper, and to receive on board her ammunition.

I have assigned Lieutenant Walter R. Butt to the temporary com-
mand of the Hampton during the absence of Lieutenant Commanding
J. S. Maury at the hospital sick, and Lieutenant I. Foreman to the
command of the Torpedo.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag- Officer James River Squadron.

Captain S. S. Lee, C. S. Navy,
Office of Orders a/nd Detail, 0. 8. Navy Dept., Richmond, Va.
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Order of Flag- Officer Mitchell, C. S. Navy, to a board of officers, for
a reconnoissance in Cox's Ferry Beach and vicinity, to observe obstruc-

tions and batteries of the enemy.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, November 19, 1864.

Gentlemen : Be pleased to visit Hewlett's to-morrow, if the weather
be suitable, and make a careful reconnoissance of the condition of
affairs in and contiguous to [Cox's] Ferry Eeacb, noting particularly

the present appearance and condition of the obstructions placed in it

by the enemy, and so far as you can ascertain from observation and
enquiry, the number and strength of his batteries.

The commandant of Battery Dantzler, Major Smith, will probably be
able to inform you whether the enemy has been working at or doing
anything to the obstructions recently; whether he keeps a picket force

of barges or steamers employed at night, and the strength of his picket
force on the banks of the river and how high up it is kept; also,

whether his monit(>rs visit the reach now or have done so for several
weeks past.
In short, yon will please obtain all the information you can in rela-

tion to the enemy and his operations in that vicinity, and report to me
on your return in writing either jointly or separately.

In your reconnoissance you can be accompanied by one or two pilots,

whom you may select. Tour party will return by 7 or 8 o'clock p. m.,
if not sooner.
Should you deem it advisable, however, one of you may remain at

Howlett's during the night for the purpose of making observations.
Endeavor to time your vist, if practicable, so as to be at Howlett's at

low tide.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer James River Squadron.

First Lieutenant J. W. Alexander.
First Lieutenant A. Barbot.
First Lieutenant J. W. Murdaugh.

Order ofFlag-OfficerPinTcney, 0. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Gift, G. 8. Navy,
to prepare barge and crew for immediate service.

Naval Commandant's Office,
Wilmington, November 20, 1864.

Sir: Launch the twenty-oared barge, which is hauled up in the navy
yard, and carry her alongside of the Tallahassee.

Select a crew from your vessel of 18 men, and hold them in readiness

for immediate service in the barge.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. P. PiNKNET,
Flag- Officer, Commanding.

Lieutenant George W. Gift, Provisional Navy 0. S.
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[Telegram.]

[November 20, 1864.]

There is a large Yankee steamer on fire and standing in to the shore
in the direction of Lockwood's Folly.

OOLONBL HEDRIOK.
Captain Hardeman,

Smithville.

Letterfrom Major- General Whiting, 0. S. Army, to Flag-Officer Pinkney,

G. 8, Navy, urging readiness for cooperation against reported move-
ments of the enemy.

HEACQtTARTERS,
Wilmington, November 20, 1864.

Flag-Opfioer : I have received information from my picket line that
the enemy's troops sailed from Beaufort two days ago, the dispatch being
dated the 19th instant. If this is reliable and the movement is intended
for this place, they may be off here now, and prevented by the state of
the weather yesterday and to day from making the necessary observa-
tions for landing. If the weather had been clear for the past fifty six
hours and it be true that their troops have saQed, I should conclude that,
as they have not appeared, the movement is intended elsewhere. Be
that as it may, a short time will suffice to decide the point, and in the
meanwhile I beg that you will hold your force ready to cooperate in the
defense as far as possible. I shall have to ask your aid, should it be nec-
essary to place the rope and other obstructions on the Eip. I will keep
you informed.

Very respectfully, W. H. 0. Whiting,
Major- General.

Flag-Officer Pinkney,
Commanding G. 8. Naval Forces, in North Carolina, Present.

Order of Flag-Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to Commander- Bootes, G. 8.
Navy, to assume command of fire vessel.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, November 21, 1864.

Sir: You will please take charge of the middle one of the three fire
vessels lying aground on the south bank of the river opposite Ohaffin'a
Bluff, and have her bottom and sides calked as well as practicable with
the means available in the squadron, preparatory to her being sent to
the navy yard for the purpose of calking such parts as can not be reached
in her present position, and being refitted as a fire vessel.
You can call upon the gunboats for such assistance as they can ren-

der in furnishing calkers.
i am, respectfally, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag Officer James River Squadron.

Commander Thos. E. Eootes, Provisional Navy 0. S.,

G. 8. Ironclad Fredericksburg.
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Order of Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant Shepperd, G. 8.

Navy, to assume charge of two fire vessels.

Flaoship Virginia,
James Biver 8quadron, November 21, 1864.

Sir: You will please take charge of the two upper fire vessels on the
south side of the river, one lying aground above and the other below
the pontoon bridge atOhaffln's Bluff, and have their bottoms and sides
calked as well as practicable with the means available in the squadron,
preparatory to their being sent to the navy yard for the purpose of calk-

ing such parts as can not be reached in their present positions and
being refitted as fire vessels.

You can call upon any of the gunboats for such assistance as they
can render in furnishing calkers.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag-Officer James River 8quaaron.

Lieut. Commanding F. B. Shkpperd, Provisional Kavy 0. S.,

Commanding C. 8. Ironclad Virginia.

Order of Flag-Offi,cer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant Wharton, G. 8.

Navy, to assume charge offire vessel.

Flagship Yir&inia,
James Biver 8qu,adron, November 21, 1864.

Sir : Yon will please take charge of the lower one of the fire vessels

lying aground on the south bank of the river opposite ChafSn's Bluff

and have her bottom and sides calked as well as practicable with the
means available in the squadron, preparatory to her being sent to the
navy yard for the purpose of calking such parts as can not be reached
in her present position and being refitted as a fire vessel.

Any assistance you may require from other vessels of the squadron
will be rendered on your application, if in their power to render it.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Fkbg-Offiicer James Biver 8quadron.

Lieutenant A. D. Wharton, Provisional Navy C. S.,

'Commanding C. 8. Ironclad Bichmond.

Ordersfrom the 8ecretary of the Navy to Commander Maffitt, O. 8. Navy,
appointed to command the blockade runner Owl.

Confederate States op America,
Navy Department, Bichmond, November 25, 1864,

Sir : In addition to the orders heretofore given on the 14th and 19th

of September last with reference to the command of the Owl, the fol-

lowing orders will also be observed:
Before leaving port you will station your crew for the different boats

of the steamer, having placed in them water and provisions, and also

nautical instruments. When capture, in your judgment, becomes inev-

N w R—VOL 11 49



770 KORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

itable, Are the vessel in several places and embark in the boats, making
for the nearest land.

The Department leaves to your discretion the time when and the cir-

cumstances that must govern you in the destruction of the Owl in order

to prevent her falling into the hands of the enemy. •

You will obtain the best engineer officers and pilot and make the ves-

sel as thoroughly efficient as practicable for the service in which she is

engaged.
No passengers will be received on board without the authority of the

Department.
You will request the Government agents in Nassau and Bermuda to

require of each steamer that leaves each place with a small cargo to

bring in for this Department a certain amount of coal, to be delivered
to Mr. Peters or his agent on arrival.

On your arrival in a Confederate port you will furnish Mr. William H.
Peters, special agent at Wilmington, with duplicate vouchers of your
expenses of each trip, with the view of equalizing and governing the
expenses of all vessels which will come under the charge of this Depart-
ment; and you will be carefiil to avoid all unnecessary expenditures,
and will regulate them with a view to rigid economy consistent with
efficiency.

You are authorized to employ the services of a clerk, whose duties
will be to receive and deliver the cargoes and also attend to the accounts
of the steamer, all of which will be approved by you before being sub-
mitted to Mr. Peters.

You will confer freely and fully with Mr. Peters.
[S. K. Malloet,

Secretary of the 2favy.]

Commander John N. Maffitt, Provisional Navy C. S.,

Wilmington, 2f. C.

Letter from Mag- Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to Constructor Graves,
0. 8. Navy, withholding approval of plan for the protection of C. 8. 8.
Richmond against torpedo attacks.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, November 26, 1864.

Sir: The following endorsement has been madeon the proposed plan*
of Lieutenant Wharton to protect the ironclad Richmond from torpedo
attacks

:

The within plan for protecting the Riohmond from attaolcs of the enemy by per-
cussion torpedoes may prove efTective if combined with the outrigger and log system
adopted for the Virginia, but alone it wiU not prove sufficient, in my opinion
Besides, it will retard the speed of the vessel and interfere with her workin<' more
and, should it become desirable, the vessel could not be cleared of the protection
without great delay. The time required for its preparation in drilling throngh 5
inches of iron and the great amount of labor would alone forbid its adoption at this
tune, when it is so important to have the vessel ready for service. Entertainiuc
these views, I can not approve its adoption.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer Jam^s River Squadron.
Constructor Graves,

Navy Yard, Richmond, Va.

' See page 764.
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Report of Flag- Officer Mitchell, C. S. Navy, regarding false report of the

removal of obstructions by the enemy.

Flagship Vibginia,
• James River Squadron, November 26, 1864.

SiE: Having informed you, while on board of the Virginia to-day, of
the report made to me last evening by Lieutenant Cenas, commanding
Battery Semmes, that the enemy was removing his obstructions in

Trent's Beach, I think it proper to inform you that after you left the
vessel I received intelligence from Lieutenant Cenas that the report
was not founded in fact.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer James River Squadron.
Hon. S. E. Mallobt,

Secretary of the Navy, Richmond, Va.

Letterfrom Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. S. Navy, to the Chief of the Office of
Orders and Detail, accepting the offer of torpedo boatsfor the squadron.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, November 29, 1864.

Sir: Your communication of this date, relative to four engineers
being ordered to the squadron and offering the torpedo boats immedi-
ately, has been received.

If you refer to the steam torpedo boats I shall be glad to have them as
soon as possible, for 1 feel assured that in the present and approaching
inclement season they will relieve our row picket boats of much arduous
service and prove more efficient and useful in many respects.

If they are not fitted with torpedoes and for pulling four or six oars,

I beg that it may be done at once.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag- Officer James River Squadron.

Captain S. S. Lee, C. S, Navy,
Office of Orders and Detail, G. S. Navy Department, Richmond, Va.

Letter from Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. S.Navy, to Garpenter Meads, G. 8.

Navy, making enquiry regarding transportation of torpedo boats.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, November 30, 1864.

Sir: Will you do me the favor to let me know whether you could
prepare our small (steam) torpedo boats for transportation overland
without disturbing their machinery or fixtures? I think that a light

and sufficiently substantial cradle might be made for them, In which
they could be placed and mounted on runners with four large wheels,
and thus be transported without damage to machinery, etc., overland.
Tour views on this subject will be thankfully received by

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag-Offi,cer Jam^s River Squadron.
Mr. James Meads,

Navy Yard, Roclcetts, Richmond, Va,
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Letter from Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to Major- General Fickett,

G. 8. Army, regarding the loan of a boat for picket service.

Flagship James Eiver Squadkon, November 30, 1864. "

General: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
communication of this date in relation to a boat for picket service.

It will afford me pleasure to comply with the wishes of General Lee
and yourself at all times, and I therefore send Passed Midshipman
Scott, assistant ordnance oflBcer of the squadron, to confer with you as

to the kind of boat you want, how to be equipped, and whether you
desire it manned and armed.
We have no suitable boats in the squadron to spare for any length

of time, but I have no doubt of being able to procure such as you will

probably desire from the navy yard without delay,

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag-Officer James Fiver Squadron.

Major-General Geo. E. Pickett, C. S. Army,
Headquarters, Ghesterfield.

List of officers of Battery Buchanan for the month of November, 1864.

No. Name.

liientenant, commanding
First lieutenant and executive officer.

First lieutenant
Second lieutenant
Second lieutenant
Assistant surgeon
Assistant paymaster
Second lieutenant Marine Corps
Master
Passed midshipman
Passed midshipman
Master's mate
Gunner

B. T. Chapman.
G. E. Arledge.
A. V. Wiatt.
S. A. Camm.
S. S. Gregory.
W. W. Griggs.
C. L. Jones.
J. D.B. Roberts.
B. F. Shelly.
A. 0. Wright.
W. K. Hafe.
O. L. Jenkins.
W. David.

Order ofFlag- Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant Butt, G. 8. Navy,
to assume temporary command of the G. 8. 8. Nansemond.

t

Flagship Vieginia,
James River Squadron, December 1, 1864.

SiB: Ton will forthwith repair on board and relieve Second Lieuten-
ant Thomas P. Bell in the command of the O. S. gunboat Nansemond,
until Lieutenant Commanding Hays, now absent on account of sickness,
shall return on board to duty, when you will resign the command to
him and report forthwith to me for further orders.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag-Officer James River Squadron.

First Lieutenant Walteb E. Butt, Provisional Favy 0. S.,

James River Squadron,
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Order of Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Bell, 0. S. Navy,
to resume his duty on board the G. 8. 8. Fredericlcsburg.

Flagship Vibginia,
James River 8quadron, December 1, 1864.

Sir : First Lieutenant Walter R. Butt has been ordered to relieve you
in the command of the 0. S. gunboat Nansemond. When relieved by
him you will resume your duties on board of the ironclad Fredericlcsburg
forthwith.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag- Officer James River 8quadron.

Second Lieutenant Thos. P. Bell, Provisional Navy 0. S.,

Gommanding G. 8. Gunboat Nansemond.

Letter from Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to the Ghiefof the Office oj
Orders and Detail, requesting a skiffforpicket duty in the James River.

Flagship Yieginia,
James River 8quadron, December 1, 1864.

Sir : General E. E.Lee has, through Major-General George E. Pickett,
applied to me for "the use of a boat lor the purpose of picketing the
river from Fort Dantzler down toward the obstructions."

I have informed General Pickett that I will send him one, although
1 have none to spare from the squadron for any length of time. I have
to request that you will direct that one be furnished from the navy yard
for the purpose, or to replace any that may be sent from the squadron.
One of the large skiffs built for the squadron last summer will prob-

ably answer, and in most respects suit better the particular service and
locality than the double bank whaleboats..
Passed Midshipman Scott, whom I sent to General Pickett's head-

quarters last night to ascertain fully his wishes on the subject, returned
without seeing the general, who was absent, but he learned from an aid
that it was the purpose of the general to man the boat from Battery
Dantzler whenever she was to be employed on picket service.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag-Offi'cer James River Squadron.

Captain S. S. Lee, 0. S. Navy,
Office of Orders and Detail.

Letter from Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to Major- General Pickett,

G. 8. Army, regarding delivery of skiff for picket duty and the placing

of torpedoes.

Flagship Virginia,
James River 8quadron, December 2, 1864.

General : I have a boat ready, which will be delivered at any time
you desire it, and, as Proctor's Creek is under the enemy's batteries, I

suggest that the delivery be made at Kingsland Creek.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag-Officer, etc,

Major-General Geo. E. Pickett, 0. S. Army,
Headquarters, Ghesterfeld.
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P. S.—Tours of this date, by the hand of Captain Symington, has
just been received. The torpedoes, T believe, have not been placed

(from Lieutenant Kennon's report), adverse circumstauces preventing
at the point first proposed. Another point is selected, where, I hope,

he will meet with better success.

There is one electric battery down, which Captain Symington tells

Ti»e you are aware of. It is the only one I know of below Chafiin's BInfl'.

Eespectfully, etc.

Jno. K. Mitchell,
FlagOfficer.

Letter from Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to Major- General Fickett,

0. S. Army, regarding the delivery of a sMff and protection of
torpedoes.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, December 4, 1864.

General : In compliance with your request the rowboat prepared
for picket service at Fort Dautzler was sent last evening to Kingsland
Creek, where it was ready for delivery during the night, but, not being
called for, it was brought back this morning for safe-keeping at this
ship. It will be held in readiness for delivery at any time asked for.

Since my last note to you on the subject I learn that torpedoes have
been placed in the river at Bishop's Bluff by Lieutenant Kennon, who
has warned our patrol boats not to go below the landing at the bluff.

I shall direct these boats to be particularly watchful to cooperate with
your picket force to prevent the enemy from molesting the torpedoes,
which he may attempt, especially as a preliminary step to any move-
ments he may undertake up the river.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag-Officer James River Squadron.

Major-General Geo. E. Pickett, C. S. Army,
Headquarters, Chesterfield.

Instructionsfrom Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Wharton,
G. 8. Navy, regarding picket and patrol service.

Flagship Virginia, Sunday, December 4, 1864.

The gunboats RoanoTce, Nansemond, and Drewry will perform patrol
service to night in the usual manner, except that they will not go below
the ravine near Battery Semmes, and that the first boat down will,
before starting back, await the arrival of the next boat, and so on suc-
cessively, so that one boat will always be at that end of the beat. They
are particularly enjoined to be vigilant in watching for and preventing
any movements of the enemy in that vicinity, particularly for such as
may show any purpose to remove our torpedoeft.
Tbe steam torpedo boat will be placed on picket duty to-night. She

will be manned and armed from the guard vessel with 2 officers, 1 fire-
man or coal heaver, and 4 other good men. who will be sent on' board
of her at sunset. She will run independently of the picket and patrol
boats as to time, commencing her trips at p. m. from the guard vessel
and leaving her every two hours thereafter during the night. Great
care must be taken, by running under low pressure and easy steam, to
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make no noise, nor to show any light to attract the notice of the enemy,
and to keep as close in to the south bank as possible with safety at all

times. The torpedo will be kept in position when on picket service all

ready for use, except filling with powder and taking off the safety cap.

At 6:30 a. m. she will return to the flagship, and officers and men
belonging to the guard vessel will be sent to her.

The usual picket service will be performed by a boat from each iron-

clad except the one having the guard duty for the day. The first boat
will leave the guard vessel at 5:30 p.m., and the next at 6:30, after

which at intervals of three hours.
The guard vessel will, on the receipt of this order, signal all other

vessels to send an officer to take a copy.
Eespectfully, etc.,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag-Officer James River Squadron.

Lieutenant A. D. Whaeton,
Gomdg. G. 8. 8. Richmond, Guard Vessel,

James River Squadron,

Letterfrom Flag- Officer Mitchell,- G. S.Navy, to the Ghie/ofthe Office of
Ordnance and Hydrography, regarding the preparation of floating

torpedoes.

Flagship Yie&inia,
James River 8quadron, December 5, 1864.

Sir : I would respectfully suggest that floating torpedoes be prepared
to be thrown overboard from vessels or boats that may be chased by
the enemy, and if the suggestion be deemed worthy of adoption, I ask
that this squadron be provided with a supply.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer James River 8qua.dron.

Commander Jno. M. Brooke, C. S. Navy,
Office of Ordnance and Hydrography, 0, 8. Navy Department.

Letterfrom Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to the Chief of the Office of
Orders and Detail, regarding Second Assistant Engineer Bowman, G. 8.

Navy, in charge of torpedo boats.

Flagship Yiegtnia,
James River Squadron, December 5, 1864.

Sir : I have found SecondAssistant Engineer Isaac Bowman in charge

of the two torpedo boats recently sent down for service in the squadron.

As his services will continue to be required in this capacity, I have
directed that his name be entered for subsistence upon the books of

this ship.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag-Officer James River Squadron.

Captain S. S. Lee, 0. S. Navy,
G. S. Navy Department, Richmond, Va.



776 NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Commander Maffitt, G. 8. Navy,

commanding blockade runner Owl, regarding the return cargo from
Bermuda.

CONPEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA,
Navy Department, Richmond, December 5, 1864.

Sir: In anticipation of your being able to get out this morn, and

fearing a letter would not reach you in time, I telegraphed you to-day

to bring as part of your return cargo a portion of the clothing shipped

to Bermuda to Major Walker, C. S. agent, by Paymaster Seuac. Cloth-

ing is much required, and you will please, if practicable, divide the lot

you bring so as to contain full suits of clothes, blankets, and shoes.

If these articles have not arrived, bring in the lot of clothing shipped

to Major Walker for Paymaster DeBree by Messrs. Girard, Gautherin

& Co., of Paris, or a portion of it. It is desirable also that all articles

for submarine purposes should reach us as early as practicable, and you
will also take on board a portion of these articles.

Seventeen of the Florida's men have been landed at St. Georges and
are now in charge of Major Walker. You will take them on board and
bring them to the Confederate States, and also Midshipman Warren
and Engineer Collier.

Upon your return you will please forward a list of the names of the

Florida's men, their terms of enlistment, etc. Some of them may prob-

ably be known to you.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. E. Malloey,
Secretary of the Navy.

Commander John N. Maffitt, C. S. Navy,
Commanding Steamer Owl, Wilmington, N. C.

Letterfrom Major- General Whiting, C. S. Army, to Fla,g- Officer Pinkney,

G. S. Navy, regarding the necessity of a combined command of the works
on Federal Point.

Headquarters,
Wilmington, December 5, 1864.

I much regret that I have to place before you the accompanying
report of Major Venable, assistant adjutant and inspector general, of
circumstances* which took place night before last on Confederate Point,
seriously implicating certain officers and men belonging to the naval
detachment at Battery Buchanan. I beg that you will refer the report
to Lieutenant Chapman, commanding that battery, for such explana-
tion as he may have to make, and with directions to return the report
of Major Venable. The most important circumstances in this untoward
affair are the violation of forty-ninth article of war, and the very excited
state of feeling brought about in the garrison of Confederate Point, so
constantly on duty, day and night. But independent of the grave
matter of this report as individually affecting any of the parties con-
cerned, I am convinced that a divided command or responsibility can
no longer be maintained on Confederate Point with safety to the place,
which is the paramount consideration, or with regard to the best interest
of both services. The position is too important, the responsibility of

* See diary of Colonel Lamb, p. 745.
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Colonel Lamb, commanding Fort Fisher, too great, proper discipline and
sabordiuation too essential, not to require that absolute harmony of
action which can only exist in a single command and which has been so
disturbed. This was considered in the first instance, but I was in great
hopes, in making the post a separate one, that no difficulty would obtain.
As a part of and auxiliary to the defenses of Fort Fisher, as long as the
naval detachment remains at Battery Buchanan, I must request you to
direct the officer in charge to report for duty, through the colonel com-
manding Confederate Point, to the commanding general. I regret very
much that the customary rules relative to service with the army on
shore are now found necessary to be strictly adhered to. Except that, as
a matter of course, the garrison of Battery Buchanan, as long as it is

detached by you, is subject to your recall, it must hereafter be consid-
ered as in military service. As all action in the premises originated
here, I hope that you and I can arrange this matter satisfactorily and
without reference to Richmond.

Very respectfully, yours, etc.,

W. H. C. Whiting,
Major- General.

Flag-OfBcer Pinkney,
Commanding Confederate Naval Forces, North Carolina, Present.

Letter from Flag-Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to Major-General Pickett,

C. S. Army, regarding Confederate obstructions in the James River.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, December 7, 1864.

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of
this date, informing me that the enemy are crossing at Cox's Landing
and laying down a pontoon, etc.

Lieutenant Kennon, C. S. Navy, reported on the 4th instant that he
had placed seventeen spar torpedoes below Battery Semmes, extending
from a point on the opposite shore, abreast of Bishop's Landing, to a
point about 200 yards below on the same side of the river. They then
approach this side of the river as far as the northern edge of the chan-
nel. He says that he could not lay them in the channel, as the poles
were not long enough.
From his report I think they extend about half across the river from

the north side.

There is also an electric torpedo of large size abreast of Battery
Semmes in the channel. These are the only obstructions I know below
or near Battery Semmes of our own. Your letter is the first authentic
intelligence I received of the enemy's crossing the river below. Two
hours ago a report to that effect reached [me], but it was not in reliable

shape, and which I discredited, as Batteries Semmes and Wood, in the
immediate vicinity, were silent.

As our torpedoes are now placed our ironclads can not go below
Battery Semmes. I was awaiting the return from Battery Semmes of
Lieutenant Shepperd, the commanding officer of this vessel, whom I

sent there for information on which I would be able to know what dis-

position to make of my forces to act with eil'ect against the enemy.
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I shall, however, at once move down and cooperate to the best of our
ability with the ironclads.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag- Officer James Biver Squadron.

Major-General Geo. E. Piokett, G. S. Army,
Headquarters, Chesterfield.

P. S.—5 p. m. : I have just anchored with the Virginia at Bishop's;

the other ironclads are following me.
EespectfuUy, Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer.

Letterfrom Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Kennon, G. 8.

Navy, making enquiry regarding a passage through the torpedoes in the

James Biver.

Flagship Virginia,
James Biver Squadron, December 8, 1864.

Sir : Will you do me the favor to let me know whether there is a
passage for our ironclads or gunboats between the south bank and the
seventeen torpedoes recently placed by you opposite Bishop's Blufift

It may be desirable to pass below that jwint should there be much
delay in completing your line of torpedoes across the river.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag-Officer James River Squadron.

Lieutenant B. Kennon, C. S. Navy,
Care of Office of Ordnance and Hydrography,

G. S. Navy Department, Richmond, Ya,

Report of Flag-Officer Mitchell, G. S. Navy, regarding operations in the
James Biver.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, December 8, 1864.

Sir : Having been informed by General Pickett yesterday afternoon
that the enemy had crossed a force at or near Dutch Gap to the south
bank of the river, I at once moved down with the ironclads to a posi-
tion opposite Battery Semmes and near the torpedoes lately placed by
Lieutenant Kennon, where this vessel anchored about 5 p. m.,the
Fredericksburg and Bichmond taking positions above in open order.
Before and after reaching her anchorage this vessel was subjected to
the well-directed fire of the enemy from his batteries on Signal Hill.
Some heavy guns were used, probably from 100 to 200 pounder Par-
rotts. The ship was struck seven times, without serious injury; the
torpedo wooden protection was struck and slightly damaged; the cap
or musketry screen over the pilot house was knocked off with a 100-
pounder Parrott. After firing some 30 or 40 shots this firing ceased
as night closed in. It was replied to by Batteries Semmes and Brooke.
Our vessels did not return the fire, as it could not be done with effect.
At 7 p. m.l visited Colonel Pryor, the senior officer at the lines

between Batteries Wood and Semmes, from whom I learned that the
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enemy's force was very small, bad crossed in boats early in the morn-
ing, driving back our pickets, being assisted by a fire from their rifle

pits on the north side, and that they occupy a position which can not
be attacked to advantage by our troops. Batteries Wood and Semmes,
not being able to see the exact position of the enemy, did not fire upon
him; besides, there was danger of hitting our own pickets. Colonel
Pryor apx>rehended no danger from an attack of the enemy on his
lines, being well prepared for any force he could well bring against
him. He was of the opinion that the ironclads could be of no service
in operations against the enemy where they were and in any position
which they could take, and that U they remained there until daylight
they would be exposed to the fire from the nunierous batteries of the
enemy without being able to return it with effect or be of any service
in cooperating with him. As this was my own opinion also, I returned
near midnight to our anchorage below Ghaffin's Bluflf, requesting
Colonel Pryor to notify me by signal the moment he thought the iron-

clads could be usefully employed in any way.
The impression seems to be that the ])resent object of the enemy is

simply to obtain a position on the south side to protect his working
parties on the opening of the canal and that he does not intend to make
an attack on Pickett's line.

A telegraphic dispatch from General E. B. Lee, requesting my
cooperation, found me underway for the purpose.
This vessel and the FredericTcshurg were enabled to move, with their

torpedo defenses, without any serious difficulty. Of course their speed
and working were very much impaired, but not to such a degree as to
neutralize the benefits hoped to be derived from their protection. They
would be liable to serious damage from shot in an action within effective

range.
There were no casualties.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer James River Squadron.
Hon. S. E. Mallobt,

Secretary of the Navy, Richmond, Va.

P. S.—The Richmond, some time after dark, out of signal distance
above me, fired one round at the enemy's battery, a useless and ill-

advised display.
EespectfuUy, J. K. M.,

Flag-Officer.

Letter from Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. S. Navy, to the Chief of the Office of
Ordnance and Hydrography making suggestions regarding the placing

of torpedoes.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, December 8, 1864.

Sib : In answer to the annexed copy of a communication received

yesterday from General Pickett I stated in substance that the only
torpedoes in the river below ChafBn's Bluff were the seventeen lately

placed by Lieutenant Kennon and one electric torpedo opposite Battery
Semmes, and that these were the only obstructions I knew of to oppose
the advance of the enemy by the river.

The same information was voluntarily communicated to him by me
on the 4tli instant, immediately after I received Lieutenant Kenuon's
report.
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I make this communication for the purpose of suggesting that the

officer charged with placing the torpedoes be instructed to keep the

commanding officers of the land forces, as well as naval, advised of

what may be done in placing torpedoes, upon which so much may depend
in making his dispositions ; also to suggest that great care be taken in

placing them that they be not exposed on low tides, as one of those

lately placed near Battery Semmes, I am informed by Lieutenant Brad-

ford, 0. S. Navy, is visible above the surface at such times.

From General Pickett's communication you will see that he thinks

we have not "any time to lose."

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer James River Squadron.

Commander Jno. M. Bkooke, C. S. Navy,
Offixie of Ordnance and Hydrography,

G. S. Navy Department, Richmond, Va.

Letter from Flag-Officer Mitchell, G. S. Navy, to General Lee, 0. 8. Army,
responding to a requestfor cooperation.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, December H, 1864.

General : I had the honor to receive yesterday afternoon your tele-

graphic dispatch respecting cooperation with the army against the
enemy below while I was underway for the purpose.

After my arrival at Bishop's with the ironclads I found that they
were exposed to the fire of the enemy without being able to take a
position to return it with eifect or to cooperate with the army; indeed,
Batteries Semmes and Wood, from their elevated positions, were silent

from fear of endangering our own troops or being unable to see the
enemy's forces that had crossed over.

After dark I conferred with Colonel Pryor, the senior officer at that
point, who was of opinion that we could not at present be of any serv-
ice and that remaining there during the day would only expose us use-
lessly to the fire of the enemy. Entertaining the same views, I returned
during the night to our anchorage below Ohaffln's Bluff, requesting
Colonel Pryor to let me know whenever in his opinion I could cooperate
with him to advantage, and that I would promptly do so.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag-Officer James River Squadron.
General E. E. Lee,

Gommanding Army of Northern Virginia, Headquarters.

Order of Flag-Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to Master Shippey, G. 8. Navy,
commanding G. 8. 8. Roanoke, to proceed to Richmond for repairs to
that vessel.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, December 8, 1864.

Sib : Proceed to Bichmond and report to Commander E. G. Eobb,
commandant, navy yard, Eocketts, for such repairs as are called for in
the report of the board of survey, dated November 13, 1864, a dupli-
cate of which was forwarded to the Office of Orders and Detail and
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for such others as are absolutely necessary and which may be duly
authorized.
While absent from the squadron General Order No. 20, must be

enforced strictly.

You will report your arrival at the navy yard, Rocketts, to the Office
of Orders and Detail, transmitting to it at the same time a copy of these
instructions.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag-Officer James Biver Squadron.

Master W, F. Shippey, Provisional Navy 0. S.,

Commanding Gunboat SoanoJce.

P. S.—4 o'clock p. m. : The Torpedo, I havejust learned, is at Eocketts,
temporarily disabled from an accident to her machinery. If required,
you will take her place as the mail boat until relieved by the Shrapnel
tomorrow morning,

fieport to Lieutenant J. H. Parker for orders.

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Mag- Officer James Biver Squadron.

Letterfrom Flag- Officer Mitchell, 0. S. Navy, to the Chief of the Office of
Orders and Detail, requesting additional officers and men for his com-
mand.

Flagship Virginia,
James Biver Squadron, December 8, 1864.

Sir : I would respectfully renew the suggestion made some days since
that 50 or 60 men, with about 12 ofiQcers, be attached to this command
iii addition to the regular crew of the vessels for the purpose of perform-
ing the picket service and manning torpedo rowboats that may be pre-
pared in addition to those belonging to the vessels of the squadron.
These officers and men could be quartered on board of the lighters

belonging to the Virginia and the Bichmond, for which the former is now
fitted.

For the want of sufficient men to man the squadron the system of
borrowing and [lending] between the ironclads and gunboats has to be
continued to meet the varied emergencies of calls for gunboats and
ironclads. While this continues neither class of vessels can be kept in

that efficient condition in which 1 desire to have them and which the
occasion requires.

Although I feel assured that the Department is embarrassed for the
want of men, I at the same time trust that it will not deem me impor-
tunate by occasionally reminding it of our wants, so that it may, when
practicable, exercise a discrimination in favor of the James River
Squadron should the general demand of the Navy admit of it.

I suggest that the whale rowboats at the navy yard, held in reserve,

be fitted with torpedo arrangements on the plan suggested by Com-
mander Brooke, and which I have adopted for a boat of the same kind
belonging to this vessel.

The whole apparatus is simple and need not interfere with the use of

boats for any other service.

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer James Biver Squadron.
Captain S. S. Lee, C. S. Navy,

Office of Orders and Detail,
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Report of Lieutenant Shepperd, G. S. Navy, commanding G. 8. 8. Virginia,

regarding the operations of that vessel in view of the reported move-
ment of the enemy across the river near Dutch Gap.

O. S. S. Virginia,
James River, December 9, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to report the operations of this ship on
Wednesday, 7th instant, on the occasion of the report that the enemy
had crossed from the north to the south bank of the river, in the vicin-

ity of Cox's Mill,

Being absent myselfon areconnoissance to determine the condition of

affairs on the lines opposite Datch Gap, Lieutenant Alexander was left

iu charge of the ship. I did not return until after she had anchored
abreast Battery Semmes.
Lieutenant A. reports that the ship got underway at 3 : 45 p. m. and

anchored abreast Battery Semmes at 5: 15 p. m.
While passing down Graveyard Eeach the enemy's battery at Signal

Hill opened upon her. The first shot fired struck the port curtain amid-
ship and the shield above the water line.

The third shot (100-pounder Parrott) struck the top of the pilot house,
pressing in the iron about an inch. After the ship came to and swung
to the ebb tide another 100-pounder bolt struck the starboard knuckle
about amidships and a foot below the water line, shaking the ship fore
and aft, and thereby breaking many bottles of medicine in the dispen-
sary. No other damage was done.
Batteries Brooke and Semmes kept u]i a rapid fire upon the enemy's

battery, ceasing at dark.
The Fredericksburg and Richmond followed this ship down and

anchored in line ahead in Graveyard Reach.
At 10:30 p. m. the three got underway and took up their old posi-

tions below OhafiBn's Bluff and above the booms.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

F. E. Shepperd,
Lieutenant, Gommanding.

Plag-Officer John K. Mitchell,
Gommanding James River 8quadron, G. 8. 8. Virginia.

Letterfrom Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to the Ghief of the 8ignal
Gorps, G. 8. Army, acknowledging assistance rendered.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, December 15, 1864.

Major : I take pleasure in acknowledging the receipt of your com-
munication of the 12th instant, and beg leave to thank you for your
courtesy in enclosing a copy of Lieutenant Read's letter of the 11th,
which I have read with much interest and satisfaction. Permit me also
to thank yon, in the name of the Navy, for the very valuable assistance
afforded to Lieutenant Read, and believe me,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer James River Squadron.

Major J. F. Milligan, 0. S. Army,
Ghief of Signal Gorps, Petersburg, Va.

'
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Letterfrom Flag- Officer Mitchell, 0. 8. Navy, to the commandant, navy
yard, Rocketts, regarding a fire vessel.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, December 16, 1864.

Sib : I send ap another fire vessel this afternoon in tow of the Shrap-
nel, being the second.
She has recentlj' been used as temporary accommodations for the men

employed in raising the Oallego, but owing to some mismanagement
during the afternoon of the 15th, while placed in a position by Mr. Nel-
son to assist in raising the Oallego, her house was crushed in and is

now a mass of ruins. She is very rotten and unfit for any service but
as a fire vessel, for which she may still be used if made tight enough.
It is desirable that the fragments of her house be saved and kept on
board, to be burned with her when used as a fire vessel.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag- Officer James River Squadron.

Commander E. G. Eobb, 0. S. Navy,
Commanding Navy Yard, Rocketts.

Letter from Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Parker,
G. S. Navy, responding to a requestfor the services of a pilot.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, December 17, 1864.

Sib : Tours of yesterday's date, asking for the services of a pilot

temporarily, has just been received.
Messrs. Moore and Parrish are absent from the squadron on account

of sickness, having been sent to the hospital.

We are short of pilots, and, as we are liable to be called upon sud-

denly to make a movement down the river at night, I am unwilling to

let them leave the squadron, except during the day. Mr. Wood, a
pilot of high reputation, says that the tide will serve for the Patrick

Henry at 9 a. m. on Monday, which will be time enough to break
ground.

I will send up in time on Monday morning, if not the evening pre-

vious, any one of the pilots you may select.

They are Messrs. Wood, Wright, Williams, and Barnes, of the first

class.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno, K. Mitchell,

Fla,g- Officer James River Squadron.

Lieutenant W. H. Parker, C. S. Navy,
Gomdg. School Ship Patrick Henry, near Rocketts, James River.

[Telegram.]

Wilmington, December 18, 1864.

A very large fleet, very formidable, under Porter, with very large

land force, 30,000, under Butler, left Fortress Monroe on Friday to

attack Wilmington. The advance squadron is already at Beaufort.

W. H. C. Whiting,
Major- General.

Governor Vance,
Raleigh, [N. 0.]
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[Telegram.]

WlLMlNGWON, December 18, 1864.

The fleet left Old Point Friday for Wilmington, Wabash and Colo-

rado in advance, painted white, with Confederate flag. Troops con-

cealed under deck. Two double-enders, 11 ironclads, 5 torpedo raisers,

12 mortar boats, the remainder transports, there being 85 in all, and
all steamers. The land forces to consist of 20,000 men under Butler,

the naval forces under Admirals Lee and Porter; 10,000 land forces

left Fortress Monroe at same time for New Berne.
W. H. O. Whiting,

Major- Oeneral.
Brigadier-General Hj&bebt,

Smithville, [N. 0.]

[Telegram.]

BlOHMOND, [December] 19, [1864],
(Eeceived at Mobile, December 24.)

Congratulate you on your safe arrival. When ready to come on,

regard this as an order to report to Department.
S. R. Malloby,

Secretary of the Navy.
Captain E. Semmes, O. 8. Navy.

Letterfrom Flag-Officer Mitchell, G. S. Navy, to the Chief of the Office of
Orders and Detail, regarding the transfer of Lieutenant Alexander,
0, 8. Navy.

Flagship Vieginia,
James River Squadron, December 19, 1864.

Sir: I have this day detached First Lieutenant J. W. Alexander
from this vessel and ordered him to the command of the gunboat Beau-
fort, which I request may be confirmed by the Department.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer James River Squadron.
Captain S. S. Lee, C. S. Navy,

Office of Orders and Detail, C. 8. Navy Dept., Richmond, Va,

[Telegram.]

Wilmington, December 20, 1864—lO a. m.
The head of the enemy's fleet arrived off this point last night. Over

thirty steamers are now assembling and more are following.

^ , , T ^ ^ JS- Bragg.
Colonel John B. Sale,

Richmond, Va.

[Copies sent to the President, Secretary of War, and Adjutant-
vJ0D6r3)l*

J
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Proclamation of the Governor of North Carolina, calling all citizens to

military dutyfor the defense of Wilmington.

Whereas the long-expected attack upon our only remaining seaport
is now about to be made, and our State is also likely to be invaded at
other points by an enemy to whom mercy and civilization are alike
unknown and unregarded ; and
Whereas all the organized forces of the State already ordered to the

ii-ont may still be insufficient to roll back the tide which threatens us
with worse than death, and to drive from our doors a fate horrible to
contemplate

:

Now, therefore, I, Zebnlon B. Vance, governor of the State of North
Carolina, relying upon the loyalty and devotion of her citizens, do
issue this, my proclamation, commanding and adjuring all good peo-
ple, whether by law subject to military duty or not, who may be able
to stand behind breastworks and fire a musket, of all ages and condi-
tions, to rally at once to the defense of their country and hurry to Wil-
mington ; and I do appeal to every man who has the spirit of a freeman
in his bosom, who has a spark of fire or a drop of the blood of the heroes
of the great army of the great captain in his veins, to come and come
at once. The man who hangs back now because the law does not com-
pel him to go, and consoles himself with the much-abused and mean-
spirited plea that he can be more useful at home, will find it hard to
make us believe that he is not pleading the cause of cowardice or dis-

loyalty. The country needs their help now, and that help must be
given in the hour of distress, or they must own that their souls are only
fitted to enjoy the freedom purchased with other men's blood. For a
few days aU men physically able are needed at the front, and especially

do we need the example of all those who aforetime panted for the fray
while it was yet at a distance, and snuffed the battle while it was yet
afar off. Let every man physically able, then, hurry with his blanket
to Wilmington, where arms and rations will be furnished, and let those
left behind mount themselves and patrol their counties, looking after

the women and children and preserving order. Your governor will

meet you at the front and will share with you the worst.

Given under my hand and the great seal of the State.

Done at our city of Kaleigh on December 20, 1864.

IL.S.]

By the Governor: Zebulon B. Vanoe.
M. S. EOBINS,

Private Secretary.

Order of Major- General Whiting, 0. 8. Army, to Captain James, C. S.

Army, to sinTc the steamer North Heath as an obstruction in New Inlet.

Hbadquaetbrs,
Wilmington, December 21, 1864.

Captain : I wish you to take the disabled blockade-running steamer

North Heath and, removing what is valuable on her and readily taken

out, tow her to the New Inlet Eip to serve as an obstruction. You will

be careful to have an experienced pilot to designate the best place to

lay the ship. Great care should be taken to sink her in such a position

as to make the channel impracticable, at the same time interfering as

little as possible with the flow of the current. She must not be put

N "W E—VOL 11 50
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athwart channel, but with her stern and stem nearly with the flow of

the tide. I think she could be placed just beyond the Eip so as to be

a fixture and yet thoroughly to block the entrance. You will request

the assistance of Lieutenant Chapman, commanding Battery Buchanan.
I wish this executed at once. In addition you will take the river and
log instructions which are ready and have Keith place them to com-

pletely block the Rip. Examine the old passage near Zeek's Island;

that may need some work. Let Captain Kerrigan prepare his self-

acting torpedoes, and as soon as the North Heath is placed put fifteen

or twenty in the vicinity. Care should be taken not to interefere with

the galvanic torpedoes laid down by Lieutenant Jones.

Yery respectfully,
W. H. C. Whiting,

Major- General,

Captain .Iaivcbs,

Chief Engineer, Wilmington.

[First endorsement.]

Bespectfully referred to the general commanding department for

approval.
The measure is essential to the defense and has long been contem-

plated. There can be no security against the passage of fleets without
obstructions, and no consideratiou should be allowed to interfere with
the execution of the same. The major-general commanding the district
and charged with the defenses of Wilmington would not consider it

necessary to refer this measure, but would execute it at once, did it not
require the approval of a department commander. The means pro-
posed are the most ready, the most effectual, and the most easily got
rid of when required.

W. H. C. Whiting,
Major- General.

[Second endorsement.]

Office op Naval Constructor,
Wilmington^ December 21, 1864.

I consider the obstructions herein ordered to be essential to the
security of the river.

E. F. PiNKNEY,
Captain, etc.

[Third endorsement.]

Headquarters Department of North Carolina,
Wilmington, December 21, 1864.

Approved,
By order of General Bragg

:

F. S. Parker,
Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Letterfrom Major- General Whiting, C. 8. Army, to Flag- Officer Finhneu
G. 8. Navy, regarding a vessel for obstructing New Inlet.

Headquarters,
Wilmington, December 23, 1864.

Flag-Offioer: The general commanding having declined to seize
any British vessel for obstructing the Eip, can we have the OhicTea^
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mauga for that parpose, or the Arctic? I am not satisfied at all that
the Arctic will answer as an obstruction, but she shonld be used if

nothing else presents. If so, will you have her sent down to-day and
properly anchored by Lieutenant Chapman. I greatly regret that I

can not liave any of the blockade-running steamers in a matter of such
vital importance.

Very respectfully, W. H. C. Whiting,
Major-Oeneral.

Flag-Officer Pinkney,
Gomdg. G. S. Naval Forces, North Carolina, Present.

Order of Major- General Whiting, G. 8. Army, to Golonel Lamb, G. 8.

Army, enjoining a strict watch upon the movements of the enemy.

Wilmington, December 23, 1864.

Can you put a picket or lookout on the Gondor, or can you have a
boat-moving picket, in case of an attempt to run in? Am more afraid
of that way of attack than any other. Tou should have your light
battery placed before night for sweeping the beach from inside the
breakers toward the Mound. I send reinforcements to-day and will

get more to-morrow if you are all right to-night. Keep a good lookout.
Depend upon it, the enemy will not try to pass |with] their fleet except
the troops are in front and lead the way in the dark, when it would be
easy.

W. H. 0. Whiting,
Major-Oeneral.

Colonel Lamb,
Fort Fisher.

[Telegram.]

Fort Fisher,
December 23, 1864—4:30 p. m.

A lookout can not stay on Gondor at high tide. I have no boat fit to
picket the bar. The Equator, moving between Mound and bar, could
prevent a surprise. Where is the bread which was to be sent? T have
only a supply to 31 st. Please send hard-tack.

Lamb,
Golonel.

Major Hill.

[Telegram.]

Fort Fisher, December 28, 1864.

The Fry is beyond the reach of the Chickamauga. She is entire.

Four miles below the bar. It will not do to send her out. Please let

Ward bring the governor and myself up to town. Answer at once.

W. H. C. Whiting,
Major-Oeneral.

Flag-OflBcer Pinkney.
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[Telegram.]

FoET Fisher, December 28, 1864—7p. m.

I will go over to Smithville in Ghickamauga and bring Captain Fry
and people up to city. Your dispatch was misunderstood.

W. H. C. Whiting,
Major- General.

Flag-OfBcer Pinkney.

Letterfrom General Bragg, 0. S. Army, to Flag- Officer Pinkney, C. 8. Navy,
requesting cooperation in securing the cargo and machinery of the

steamer Agnes Fry.

Hbadquabtees Department op North Carolina,
Wilmington, December 29, 1864.

Sir: Information has been received that the cargo and machinery of
the Agnes Fry, aground below Fort Campbell, can be saved, though
the ship must probably be lost. I beg to request that yoa will cooperate
with General Hubert with such means as may be at your disposal in
securing the valuable property on board of this steamer.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Braxton Bragg.

Flag-Oflacer Pinkney,
Wilmington.

Order of Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to Second Assistant Engineer
Bowman, 0. 8. Navy, to reportfor special service.

Flagship Viroinia,
James River Squadron, December 26, 1864.

Sir: Your offer to the Department as a volunteer " for particular
special service" is accepted and you will report immediately to the
Office of Orders and Detail for orders in person.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer James River Squadron.

Second Asst. Engineer Isaac Bowman, Provisional Navy C. S.,

0. 8. 8. Torpedo, James River Squadron.

[Same orders given to Third Assistant Engineer George McLaren of
the gunboat Drewry.] '

Order of Flag- Officer Mitchell, 0. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Shepperd.O 8
Navy, to assume command of the G. 8. 8. Hampton.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, December 28, 1864.

Sir: You are hereby relieved from your orders to the Frederichsbura
and will, on the 1st proximo, reheve Lieutenant J. S. Maury in com-
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mand of the C. S. gunboat Hampton, who has been detached for other
duty, to take effect on that day.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag- Officer James River Squadron.

First Lieut. Commanding F. B. Sheppeed, Provisional Navy 0. S.,

James River Squadron.

Report of Major- General Whiting, 0. 8. Army, regarding the distance of
the U. 8. monitors in bombardment of Fort Fisher.

Headquarters,
Wilmington, [N. G.,] January 1, 1865.

Colonel : I return the report herewith with the correction, and my
thanks for indicating the error. I have also taken the occasion to
arrange the figures ] | [sic] to 1,500 yards in the estimate of the distance
of the monitors the second day. This solely from examination of the
sketch with soundings, which showed they might have come that near.

I am endeavoring to locate the fleet on the sketch, and if the general
desires, will have a sketch made to accompany the report, showing the
point of landing, etc.

Very respectfully, "W. H. C. Whiting,
Major-Oeneral.

Lieutenant-Colonel A. Anderson,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Headquarters, Dept. of North Carolina.

Letter from Flag- Officer Mitchell, C. S. Navy, to Captain Mason, 0. 8.

Army, requesting a supply of small chain.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, January 3, 1865.

Captain: 1 am desirons of procuring about 1,600 feet of small chain
to be used for our ironclads as protections from torpedo boats. All that
was available at the command of the Navy Department has been sent
to Wilmington, N. C, and I am thus under the necessity of applying to

you to know if your Department can furnish me with the requisite

quantity. Such chains as were used for cables of the vessels recently

sunk on Kingsland Bar will be the appropriate size. If you have any
to spare and will let me have it, it will do us a great service and much
oblige,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer James River Squadron.

Captain Chas. T. Mason, C. S. Army,
Drewry^s Bluff.

Letter from Flag- Officer Mitchell, 0. 8. Navy, to commanding officer at

Battery Semmes, regarding meansfor transmission of information.

Flagship Virginia,
Jomes River Squadron, January 4, 1865.

Sir: Tours of this date, communicating information of the opera-

tions of the enemy on the Dutch Gap Canal has been received, for which
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I am much obliged to you, and thank you for your offer to keep me

advised of everything that occurs of any importance.

Our patrol and steam torpedo picket boiits visit our lower "ostruc-

tions at Bishop's about every half hour during the night, wbich aflord

a ready means for the transmission promptly of any communication you

may have to make. I beg that you will let the commanding oftcerot

General Pickett's line in your vicinity know that I will be glad it be

will avail himself of these means should he desire to communicate with

the squadron or ChafiBn's Bluff at any time.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer James River Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commanding W, L. Bradford, C. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Batteries, Battery Semmes.

Report of Flag-Officer Mitchell, 0. 8. Navy, forwarding correspondence

regarding obstructions on Kingsland Bar, James River.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, January 5, 1865.

Sir: I have the houoi' to enclose herewith for the information of the

Department a copy of the correspondence between Brigadier-General

W. H. Stevens and myself respecting the obstructions in Kingsland

Eeach, James River, viz

:

Brigadier-General Stevens to Flag-Officer Mitchell, December 31,

1864.*

Flag-Officer Mitchell to Brigadier-General Stevens, December 31,

1864.
Flag-Officer Mitchell to Brigadier-General Stevens, January 4, 1865.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag-Officer James River Squadron.

Hon, S. E. Mallort,
Secretary of the Navy, Richmond, Va.

[EnoloBnrea.]

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, December 31, 1864.

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-
munication of this date relative to the obstructions on Kingsland Bar.
As you express a desire for an early reply, I will at once state what

appears to be the most material point to be reached, that I think it

advisable to retain the obstructions.

Before the receipt of your communication this morning I sent on
board of the steamer Allison, when she passed down with a flag of
truce, three of our pilots, with instructions to note carefully the posi-

tion of the sunken vessels and observe the current. Pilot Wood, in
whom I have great confidence, reports that hulk No. 2, south of the
buoy or channel, has slewed round so as to lie up and down the stream

;

that No. 4 has drifted about 50 yards down, and that the current was
running through the channel gap at the rate of about 5 knots and set-
ting nearly directly through. No difficulty was experienced in the pas-

* Not found.
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sage of the Allison, and he expresses his willingness to undertake to
run the ironclads through whenever an occasion shall arise for their
operations below.
This desirable change in the set of the current through the passage

or gap is perhaps due to the change in the positions of hulks Kos. 2
and 4, by which the water escapes more freely south of the channel,
thereby lessening the force of the current and its deflection diagonally
over to the north shore across the gap.

I shall, as soon as possible, reply more fully to your communication.
I have the honor to be, general.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag- Officer James River Squadron.

Brigadier-General W. H. Stevens, 0. S. Army,
Chief Engineer Army Northern Virginia,

Care of Copt. Ghas. T. Mason, G. 8. Engineer Gorps, Drewry's Bluff.

Flagship Vibginia,
James River Squadron, near Ghaffin's Bluff, January 4, 1865.

General : On the 31st ultimo I had the honor to reply partially to
your communication of the same date, in which I expressed the o|)inion
that it is desirable to retain the obstructions on Kingsland Bar. I also
gave the result of the observations of three of our pilots on that day
as to the condition of the channel and the change in the positions of
two of the sunken hulks.
Having done me the honor to invite me to make any suggestions I

can give on the subject, I would respectfully submit the following views

:

As the set now of the current through the channel gap appears, from
the report of the pilots, so nearly direct as to relieve them of any seri-

ous apprehensions in passing with our ironclads, the current is to be
regarded more with reference to its velocity so far as it may operate
against the return of our vessels above the obstructions after they may
have passed below them. It has been in the two recent freshets so
strong as to render it advisable for several nights not to send some of
our gunboats below on patrol service for fear they would not be able
to stem it on their return through the channel gap. It is, therefore,
very desirable to avoid doing anything that would augment the current,
if, indeed, we can not do anything to diminish it.

The bed of the river from the channel over to the south shore is

rocky and so shallow and uneven as, at high tide at the ordinary stages
of the river, to be impracticable for any of the enemy's formidable
ironclads, and if during heavy freshets there should be a sufBcient
depth of water for them, they would be unable, in all probability, to
stem the strong current that would be running down. Hence it appears
to me to be unnecessary to place obstructions in that part of the river,
for the reason that the current through the channel gap is thereby
augmented and consequently restricts our own vessels in the use of it,

in proportion to its velocity.

As it would be very difBcult, if not impossible, under present cir-

cumstances to remove those hulks already sunk south of the channel,
it is not proposed to make the attempt. I would, however, suggest that
no more be placed there, but that the obstructions on the north side in
the deep water be made as compact and as strong as practicable.
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The euemy, with his large naval establishment and unlimited trans-

portation, has, in all his expeditions against us, appeared in such over-

whelming force as to render a successful resistance on the part of ours

utterly out of the question, as witness his operations on the Mississippi

from New Orleans up, and more recently at Mobile. Would he be
likely to do less on the James in any naval enterprise he undertakes
against us? Surely not, and we can never hope to encounter him on
anything like equal terms, except from accident. It behooves us,

therefore, to bring to our aid all the means in our power to oppose his

monitors in any advance they may attempt up the river. The most
reliable must be permanent obstructions of the character of those at

Drewry's Bluff, and on Kingsland Bar, covered, of course, by heavy
land batteries, with the adjunct of torpedoes in every possible way in
which they can be made effective. Our own ironclads will be expected
to take a part, not only in opposing the advance of the enemy, but held
in readiness to move and act in any direction whenever an opportunity
offers to strike a blow.
The obstructions of spars and torpedoes at Bishop's limit the opera-

tions of our vessels below to that point; above it, except in freshets,

our ironclads may operate to prevent the enemy from crossing by means
of pontoons and boats, exposed, however, to the fire of his land bat-
teries, to the hazard of submerged torpedoes and small torpedo boats,
which he will be able to place in the river whenever it may suit his
purposes or plans.
These are considerations which must render, in a degree, the effect-

ive cooperation of our naval force unreliable where the enemy holds,
as he now does, the north bank of the river below ChaflSn's Bluff, to
which must be added the ordinary difBculties of navigation in thick,
dark weather.
The fact must not be overlooked that whatever we may be able

to do to oppose the operations of the enemy on the river, he also will
be able to do to oppose ours whenever he holds one bank; that with
his immense resources he will certainly not be found behind us in his
appliances, and that having the same or equal opportunities, with his
superior means and invariable practice, we will always have to con-
tend with a superior force; therefore my professional pride must jield
to my professional judgment, by saying that our naval force alone is
inadequate to oppose successfully that which the enemy will, in all
probability, bring against us.

In conclusion, general, I have only to add th&,t I am of the opinion
that the obstructions in the channel (or on the bar) of Kingsland
Reach should be retained, keeping a passage through them for our
ironclads, but ready to be closed whenever it may be deemed expe-
dient to do so.

As your communication contains views and wishes of General R. E.
Lee on the subject, I beg that you will communicate to him such por-
tions of my reply as you may think will interest or be acceptable to
him.

I have the honor to be, general,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag-Officer James Biver Squadron.

Brigadier-General W. H. Stetens,
Chief Engineer Army Northern Virginia, near Drewry's Bluff.
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Instructions from Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to Commander Bootes,

G. S. Navy, regarding duties of vessels in connection with the raising of
the schooner Oallego.

Flagship Vieginia, January 5, 1865.

SiE : I visit Bichmond to-morrow ou duty with the Department, and
go up in the Torpedo.
The guard vessel, the Bichmond, will commence to-morrow to take

up her regular position above our booms at 8 a. m., where she will

remain until next morning and will proceed by 7 a. m. to relieve the
Fredericksburg at the pontoon bridge and take charge of the duties

connected with the Oallego.

The Fredericksburg will proceed up the river early to-morrow and
anchor just below the pontoon bridge by 7 a. m. She will furnish all

the men and assistance required for the Oallego during the next twenty-
four hoars, and will be relieved by the Bichmond when she comes off

guard.
The Virginia will have the guard on Saturday, the 7th, and will, on

Sunday, the 8th, relieve the Bichmond at the pontoon bridge and attend
upon the Oallego.

By this arrangement all the assistance required from the squadron
will be furnished from one ironclad detailed and placed in a convenient
position for the express purpose.
The Drewry is detailed to attend upon the Oallego.

During my absence please see that this arrangement is carried out.

The patrol vessels and picket boats, instead of leaving at the hour
of 5 : 30 p. m., will commence their trips as soon after sunset as it may
be dark enough not to be observed from the enemy's batteries.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
John K. Mitchell,

Flag-Officer James Biver Squadron.
Commander Thos. B. Bootes,
Gommanding Ironclad Fredericksburg, James Biver Squadton.

Order of Flag-Officer Mitchell, G. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Trigg, G. 8.

Navy, to proceed to Bichmond for special duty under Lieutenant

Kennon, C. 8. Navy.
Flagship Vieginia,

James Biver Squadron, January 12, 1865.

SiE: Yon will, with Midshipman Johnson, take charge of the 20 men
detailed from the Virginia, Fredericksburg, and Bichmond for special

duty, and proceed to Bichmond with all dispatch and report at the

naval ordnance works to Lieutenant B. Kennon, Provisional Navy 0. 8.

The men are to be provided with two blankets each, no change of

clothing, with fifteen days' rations, cutlass, and pistol, and two rounds
of ammunition. The provisions will all be supplied from the Virginia.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag-Offi^r James Biver Squadron.

Lieutenant DAmEL Teigg, Provisional Navy 0. S.

P. S.—Second Assistant Engineer Bowman is absent ou detached
service and passed Midshipman Hunter is at Battery Semmes, not
under my command.

Bespectfully, etc.,

J. K. M.,
Flag- Officer.
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Letterfrom Flag-Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to the Chief of the Bureau

of Orders and Detail, regarding menfor special service under Lieutenant

Kennon, G. S. Navy.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, January 13, 1865.

SiE: In compliance with your order of the 11th instant, I sent

vestorday in charge of Lieutenant Daniel Trigg, Midshipman Bartlett

S. Johnson (volunteers), and 20 men from the squadron to report to

Lieutenant B. Kennon at the naval ordnance works for temporary duty.

Tour order said nothing about the equipment of the party beyond
the fifteen days' rations, but at the request of Lieutenant Kennon they

were fui-nished with a revolver and cutlass, each, and blankets.

Annexed is a list of the party sent from my command, and the names
of the vessels to which they respectively beloug.

The men were selected by Lieutenant Kennon to the extent he deemed
proper.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag-Officer James River Squadron.

Captain S. S. Lee,
Office of Orders and Detail, Navy Department, Richmond, Va.

[Enclosnre.]

Liat of officers and men sent from the Jama River Squadron, to report to Lieutenant li.

Kennon, I'rmnaional Navy C. S., at the naval ordnance works in Richmond, for tempo-

rary duty, in pursuance of orders from the Office of Orders and Detail dated January 11,

1865.

C. S. Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, below Chaffin's Bluff, January 13, 1865.

Name. Bank. Vessels to -which
attached.

Daniel Trigg Virginia.

P.Jud<''e Do
do Do.

F.S«vere Do
N.Elae do Do.
J.DriscoU Do
J.McCarty do Do.

do Do
A. Lamphere .. do Do

Fiedericksbnrg.
William Morris .... do

do
J, B. McCann Do

do Do
J.N.Collins do Do
Silas Gaekill do
J. K. Wilson do Do
J. J . Joynos Quartermaster

Kichard John^ou Captain of bold Do
F.A.Ober Do.

Eespectfully submitted by your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag-Officer James River Squadron.
Captain S. S. Lee,

Office of Orders and Detail, Navy Department, Richmond, Va
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Letter from Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Wharton,
C. 8. Navy, naming volunteersfor special service under his command.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, January 13, 1865.

Sib : The following oflQcers and men attached to this squadron having
volunteered lor temporary special service under your command, you
are hereby authorized to call upon their respective commanding officers

for them, whenever you may require their services, viz

:

Lieutenant E. B. Stiles, C S. ironclad Richmond; Third Assistant
Engineer E. J. Dunigan, C. S. ironclad Richmond; Charles Skinner,
landsman, G. S. ironclad Richmond; J. J. Gnlbertson, landsman, G. S.

ironclad Fredericksburg; Thomas Nelson, ordinary seaman, G. S. iron-

clad Fredericksburg; M. Domat, landsman, G. S. ironclad Virginia,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag-Offioer James River Squadron.

First Lieutenant A. D. Wharton, Provisional Navy G. S.,

Richmond, Va.

Order of Flag-Officer Mitchell, G. S. Navy, to a board of officers,for the

examination of Kingsland Bar.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, January 14, ISfif).

Gentlemen : Be pleased to make a careful examination as soon as

practicable of the obstructions on Kingsland Bar and report to me in

writing any changes you may discover in the location of the sunken
vessels, and buoy the channel, sounding, etc.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer James River Squadron.

Lieutenant Gommanding F. E. Sheppbbd.
Lieutenant Gommanding W. S. Butt.
Lieutenant Gommanding W. H, Wall.
Pilot Edward Moore.
Pilot Samuel Wood.

Letterfrom Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. S. Navy, to the Ghiefofthe Offioe of
Orders and Detail, regarding transfers ofcommand.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, January 14, 1865.

Sir : I have temporarily transferred Lieutenant F, E. Shepperd from
the command of the gunboat Hampton to the command of the ironclad

Fredericksburg during the absence of Commander T. R. Bootes, sent to

the hospital to day.
I have also temporarily transferred Lieutenant J. D. Wilson from the

ironclad Virginia to the command of the C. S. gunboat Hampton.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag-Offieer James River Squadron.

Captain S. S. Lee, C. S. Navy,
Office of Orders and Detail, G. S.Ifavy Department, Richmond, Va.
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Letterfrom Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. S Navy, to Brigadier- Oeneral Alex-

ander, 0. 8. Army, regarding torpedo boats in Proctor's GreeTc.

Flagship Vieginia,
James River Squadron, January 15, 1865.

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-
munication of the 7th instant, suggesting the stationing of torpedo

boats in Proctor's Creek. I feel gratified at the interest thus mani-

fested in the operations of our forces, and shall always be glad to

receive any suggestions that may occur to you at any time.

I some time since had all the boats belonging to the squadron that
are suitable fitted for the torpedo service, and ascertained that Proc-

tor's Creek, in all probability, is a place well suited for the purpose of

making an assault upon the enemy under certain circumstances, or

retreating from him as might be advisable.
Tt is very desirable that nothing be done, or even said openly of our

intentions, so that the enemy may remain in ignorance. The success
of such schemes depends chiefly upon their secrecy.

If I shall have men enough to spare from our vessels to man the tor-

pedo boats in the event of the enemy's vessels moving above Bishop's,

the disposition suggested will be made if advisable under the circum-
stances then existing. I doubt very much, however, the vessels of the
enemy ever coming up that far so long as we hold the south side of
the river and can use the batteries we now have in position.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
John K. Mitchell,

Flag-Officer James River Squadron.

Brigadier-General E. P. Alexander,
Headquarters A rtillery. First Corps.

ReportofFlag-Officer Mitchell, G. S. Navy, regarding the effects offreshets
on the obstructions in the James River.

Plagship Virginia,
Ohaffin's Bluff, January 15, 1865.

Sir: The freshet having nearly subsided, I have the honor to report
that the squadron rode it out without sustaining any damage.
The small vessels were of service in securing the military pontoon

bridge at this place that broke adrift on the 11th, which, but for their
aid, would, in all probability, have been swept below and beyond our
reach.

The booms placed by the squadron across the river just above Kings-
land Creek were mostly carried away, but the logs swung around and
remain on the north shore, and will probably be all recovered.
The obstructions of booms or logs placed by the army at Bishop's, I

am informed, broke apart, but the logs are safe, having swung around
and lay along the bank of the river.
An examination made today of the obstructions on Kingslaud Bar

shows that several of the sunken hulks have been moved, but the
water is too high and the current too strong to ascertain fully the
changes that have taken place. The examination will be continued
when the condition of the river will admit of it. Satisfactory knowl-
edge has been obtained that there is no danger to our vessels passine
through the channel gap.

*
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The dnty of patrolling and picketing the river below Kingsland Bar
was partially interrupted when the freshet was at its height, on account
of the passage at night being deemed too hazardous for the gunboats.
This service is now resumed as usual.

The effect of the freshetupon the Oallego appears to have been advan-
tageous. She now lies in a more favorable position for being raised,
and as the steam pumps will be ready for operation by to-morrow's low
tide, it is hoped that this annoying and vexatious service will be termi-
nated ; the more seriously felt as the whole trouble was brought upon
us irom the want of a little foresight in failing to leave a watch on board
of her at the time of her sinking.

I learn from Major Smith, commanding Battery Dantzler, that the
hawser or line above the enemy's obstructions in Trent's Beach is car-
ried away, and that the vessel sunk in the south channel has been
carried down about 300 yards. Further changes may have taken place,
which will probably be disclosed when the river subsides to its ordinary
level.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
John K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer James River Squadron.
Hon. S. K. Malloby,

Secretary of the Navy, Richmond, Va.

Report of Lieutenant Read, C. 8. Navy, regarding the effects of freshet on
the obstructions in James River,

Drewey's Bltjpf, Ya., January 15, 1865.

Sir : The net which was stretched across the river above the obstruc-
tions in Trent's Beach is gone. The schooner which was sunk in the
old channel, on the south, side, has drifted down several hundred yards.
The vessel which was nearest the north shore has been drifted ashore
abreast of her old position. The two vessels on each side of the north
channel have lightened up by the stern; their entire sterns are out of
the water; their bows are under the water. There is no vessel to be
seen in the north channel.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. W. Bead.

Flag-OflBcer Jno. K. Mitchell, O. S. Navy,
Commanding James River Squadron.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Mitchell, 0. S. Navy,
regarding the favorable conditions for an attack upon the enemy in James
River.

Confederate States op America,
Navy Department, Richmond, January 16, 1864[5].

Sir: Since our interview I have heard nothing from you as to the
enemy's obstructions in Trent's Beach, of which you thought you would
be able to learn the condition. From Lieutenant Bead I learn that the
hulk which lay across the channel and the net also have been washed
away, andl think it probable that there is a passage through the obstruc-

tions. I deem the opportunity a favorable one for striking a blow at
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the enemy, if wfe are able to do so. In a short time many of his ves-

sels will have returned to the river from Wilmington and he will again
perfect his obstructioHS. If we can block the river at or below Oity
Point, Grant might be compelled to evacuate his position. I can place
additional officers and men at your disposal, should you require them for

this great enterprise.

I hope you will be able to ascertain the condition of the obstructions
and of your ability to force your way throuuh them with reasonable
certainty, and with such reasonable certainty as will justify this
movement.
Should you move against the enemy, you will, of course, appreciate

the importance of preventing the discovery of your design until its

execution, and you will advise General Lee of your movements as well
as the Department.

I regard an attack upon the enemy and the obstructions of the river
at City Point, to cut off Grant's supplies, as a movement of the first

importance to the country and one which should be accomplished if

possible.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. It. Mallobt,
Secretary of the Navy.

Flag-Ofiacer John K. Mitchell, Provisional Navy 0. S.,

Commanding Naval Forces, James River.

Report of Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, regarding plans for inspect-
ing the condition of the enemy^s obstructions.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, January 16, 1865.

Sir : I had the honor to receive to-day your communication of this
date.

Since the interview to which you refer the freshet and the stage of the
moon have rendered impracticable the examination proposed of the
enemy's obstructions. The condition of the river how, however, is such,
or in a day or two will be favorable, as well as the stage of the moon,
for making it.

Lieutenant Shepperd promptly volunteered for the service, and,
although suffering from a bad cold, left to-night and will be at How-
lett's to morrow ready to avail himself of the first favorable condition
of the river, weather, and other circumstances to make a careful exami-
nation, which can be satisfactory and reliable only by visiting the very
spot.

^

Lieutenant 0. W. Bead informs me of the carrying away of the net
above the obstructions and the shifting of some of the vessels. He does
not state how or from whence these observations were made, but I pre-
sume they were not made on the spot, but from some point in our lines
and theretore too far to form a safe basis for calculation, though it may
for speculation, as to other changes. Nothing but an actual inspection
can be depended upon. ^

Althoughmuch in want of ofBcers, I have this day transferred tem-
porarily to Battery Brooke a master's mate from the squadron to relieve
Master's Mate Matherson, who volunteers to visit the obstructions him-
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self at the instance of Lieutenant C. W. Bead, who has confidence in

his abilities to discharge the service satisfactorily.

Should information be obtained that the passage of these obstruc-

tions is practicable, I shall gladly incar all the other hazards that may
attend the proposed enterprise that promises, if successful, such bright
results to our cause.

Since you have offered to place additional ofQcers and men at my
disposal, if I require them, for this great enterprise, I would strongly
urge the necessity of doing it at once, as this squadron is not efficient

as to the number and quality of its officers and men, nor can it ever be
so long as there is a constant change going on, and our best men
picked out for other duties and their places left vacant or, when filled,

supplied with raw recruits. To expect favorable results from the squad-
ron in any encounter with the enemy, the crews should be kept full

and be long enough on board to be properly drilled. To throw recruits

or new men on board just on the eve of battle, to contend witli thor-

oughly equipped and disciplined forces, is to put to hazard the reputa-

tion of the service and the public interest. I therefore earnestly request
that, if the calls of the service permit, the personnel of the squadron
be at once placed on a proper war footing and so maintained without
any further changes that may not be indispensable. I particularly

request that the men detailed for duty with Lieutenant Kennon and
those at the batteries belonging to the squadron be returned as soon as

possible. In this connection, I would invite your attention to a com-
munication to the Office of Orders and Detail of the 10th instant, and
one of the 13th instant, enclosing a copy of one to me from Lieutenant
Commanding Dunnington on this subject.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer James River Squadron.

Hon. S. E. Malloby,
Secretary of the Navy, Richmond, Ya.

Report of Brigadier-General Hibert, 0. 8. Army, regarding the operations

of the enemy.

Fort Anderson, [Jamiary] 18, 1865—5:40 p. m.

The enemy seem to have landed at Battery Lamb and burned quar-

ters; have sent a detachment to meet them. One vessel off Battery

Lamb and only one more apparently inside the Eip by New Inlet.

The telegraph line between Sugar Loaf and myself is broken. At 10

o'clock this morning it is reported that enemy landed at Smithville in

small boats and took possession. Small-arms firing heard in direction

of Sugar Loaf. I have no communication Itom General Hoke. Last

information received from Colonel [C. H.l Simonton is that he was mov-

ing to this point on the Georgetown road. I have received to-day the

Twenty-seventh South Carolina Regiment. I have visited Major-

General Hoke to day. I can not assist him nor can he assist me. I

will await your orders or act in emergency.
Louis Hubert,

Brigadier- General.

Colonel Archer Anderson.
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[Telegram.]

Stjgab Loaf, ['S. C], [January] 18, 1865.

The enemy seem to fear getting on torpedoes. I wish very much we
could get some in the river. The explosion of one would keep the oth-

ers out.
E. F. Hoke,
Major- Oeneral.

Colonel Andeeson.

[EndorBement.]

I have telegraphed him we are sending Lieutenant Jones down.
A. A.

Letterfrom Mag-Officer Mitchell, 0. 8. Navy, to the Chief of the Office of
Orders and Detail regarding the floating of the schooner Oallego.

Flagship Yieginia,
James River Squadron, January 19, 1865.

Sib : I beg leave to state for the information of the Department that
the schooner Oallego was gotten afloat last night and was this morning
returned to Captain Charles T. Mason, O. S. Engineer Corps, stationed
at Drewry's Bluff.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
John K. Mitchell,

Mag-Offiver James Biver Squadron.

Captain S. S. Lee, 0. S. Favy,
Office of Orders and Detail, C. S.Navy Department,Richmond, Va.

[Telegram.]

SUGAK Loaf, [N. C], [January] 19, 1865—2:25 p. m.
There are no steamers here. The enemy's boats inside the Eip, and

seem to be moving up their infantry.

E. F. Hoke,
Major- Oeneral.

Colonel Anderson,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Telegram.]

SUGAB LoAP, [N. C], January 19, 1865—2:45 p. m.
The enemy, I think, will attack with their boats from the river and

sea, and then move upon us with infantry. Masonboro should be care-
fully looked to.

E. F. Hoke,
„ , , . .

Major- General.
Colonel Anderson,

Assistant Adjutant- General,
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[Telegram.]

SUGAB Loaf, [N. C], January 19, 1865.

I am inclined to think the enemy -will fight to-day.

E. F. Hoke,
Mc^or-Qeneral.

Colonel Andebson.

[Telegram.]

Fort Andbbson, January 19, 1865—12 m.
Some fivevessels of enemy are inside and apparently moving to attack.

Major-General Hoke just left me to return to Sugar Loaf.
General Hi^bebi.

Oolonel Andbbson,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Telegram.]

Poet Andbbson, [K C], January 19, 1865—6 p. m.
The fleet has not yet' advanced from Battery Lamb. Firing stiU

going on east. Heavy artillery firing slowly. No change in the fleet

below.
Louis H:6bebt,

Brigadier- Oeneral.
Oolonel Andbbson.

[Telegram.]

FoBT Andbbson, [N. C], January 19, 1865—3 p. m.

One small vessel of the fleet came up the river to within about 1^
miles of the fort, and is returning to the fleet off Battery Lamb. No
doubt she was reconnoitering. Oolonel Simonton, with his command,
has just reported.

Loins Hkbbbt,
Brigadier- General.

Oolonel Andbbson,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Telegram.]

FoET Andbbson, January 19, 1865—3:15 p. m.

The fleet inside are now apparently moving up.
Louis H^bbbt,

Brigadier- General,

Colonel Andbbson,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

N "W E—^VOL 11 51
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[Telegram.]

Flagship Vieginia,
James River Squadron, January 20, 1865.

Can I have the temporary services of Boatswain Ganley for a special

purpose? No one else will answer.
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag-Officer James River SqvAndron.

Captain S. S. Lee,
Office of Orders and Detail.

[Telegram.]

Flagship Vibginia,
James River Squadron, January 20, 1865.

I want 14 lieutenants and masters, 10 midshipmen or master's mates,

3 boatswains, 2 carpenters, and 120 men.
John K. Mitchell,

Mag-Officer.

Captain S. S. Lee, C. S. Navy,
Ifavy Department.

Letter from Flag-Offlcer Mitchell, G. S. Navy, to Major MilUgan, O. 8.

Army, requesting reliable information regarding the disposition of the

enemy's force in the James River.

Flagship Vibginia,
James River Squadron, January 20, 1865.

Major : I am desirous of obtaining information as to the number and
disposition of the enemy's ironclads, gunboats, armed transports, tor-

pedo boats, and vessels generally on the James, and therefore request
that you will favor me with all the reliable information you have and
may obtain from time to time on the subject, which [you] may feel at
liberty to communicate.

It may be of great importance to us to obtain the information asked
for, and your compliance with the request will greatly oblige.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John K. Mitchell,
Flag- Officer James River Squadron.

Major James F. Milligan,
Signal Corps, Petersburg, Va.

[Telegram.]

FoET Anderson, January 20, 1865—5:45 a. m.
Things ave still quiet up to this time. I expect, however, that the

fleet will move up today. I most respectfully desire to say that if they
chose to steam by I have not the means to stop them. In that event
I would like to have some directions as to my after course.

Louis Hubert,
„ , ,

Rrigadier- General.
Uolonel Anderson,

Assistant -Adjutant- General.
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[Telegram.]

SXJGAK Loaf, January 20, 1865—10 a. m.

Two more deserters have come in. Their statements all agree. No
reinforcements have arrived, bnt have been sent after. All of their
ironclads and monitors have gone to Charleston. A magazine exploded
in Fort Fisher and killed and buried 400 of their men. I heard the
explosion. They are very much airaid of torpedoes. We should fill

the river with them.
E. P. Hoke,

Major- General.
Colonel Anderson,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Telegram.]

FoET Anderson, Jamuary 20, 1865—1:35 p. m.

All quiet up to this hour. Fleet inside still laying near and below
Battery Lamb. I have sent an officer to investigate about ironclads
or monitors, and will report as promptly as possible.

LOXJIS Hl&BEET,
Brigadier- General.

Colonel Archer Anderson,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Unofficial letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Mitchell,

G. 8. Navy, urging immediate operations against the enemy.

ElOHMOND, January 21, 1865.

Dear Sir : Though still very ill, my anxiety about your proposed
movement constrains me to write thus to you. I have just sent a
dispatch informing you that I expect you to start to-morrow. I do
this because convinced that the enemy must learn your design and
may defeat it, and because I regard the service which I am so solicitous

about as of the utmost interest to our cause. Ton have an opportunity,

I am convinced, rarely presented to a naval officer, and one which may
lead to the most glorious results to your country. I deplore that you
did not start immediately after the freshet, and have deplored the loss

of every day since. I send Commander Wood to confer as to details,

and to tell you what Captain Lee is doing for you, etc. You will, I

trust, start to-morrow, and may Heaven make you and your squadron
an instrument for the invigoration of our great cause. With my pray-

ers for your success,

I am, very truly, respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. E. Mallory.

Flag-Officer Jno. K. Mitchell.

Would it not be well to give Bead the command of all the small tor-

pedo boats! I mean the three smallest.

S. E. M.
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[Telegram.]

Chafpin's Bluff, Jomwiry 21, [186S\.

(Received 10: 30 p. m.)

Sib : I send this dispatch just received at 9 p. m.
Jno. MoIntosh Eell,

Oommemder, Provisional Navy G. S.

Flag-OfScer Jno. K. Mitchell,
At Mrs. Boolcer's Corner, Twelfth and Clay streets.

Youi movement is being delayed fatally, I fear. Unless yon act at once action
will be useless. I regret you did not come np to-day and advise me of yonrplans in
detail, but you must not delay your movement to see or confer with me; you have
fully my general views and wishes, and you must act at once. I expect you to move
to-morrow. Lieutenants Minor, GoodwyUj and Graves, the two masters Smith, on
torpedo service. Master Williamson, and Lieutenant Read and his party have been
ordered to report to yon.

S. R. Maixory,
Secretary Navy.

Flag-Offlcer Jno. K. Mitchell, C. S. Navy,
Commander Naval Forces, etc., near Chaffin's Bluff.

[Telegram.)

EiOHMOND, Saturday, January 21, 1865.

I purpose moving to-morrow (Sunday) night down the river to effect,
if possible, the passage of the obstructions in Trent's Beach. I have
not time to visit you, and would therefore be glad to meet on board of
the flagship or at Drewry'a Bluff any officer whom you could appoint
to meet me, to give me your views and wishes as to my cooperation
with the army down the river in the event of our being successful. I
would be glad also to arrange for any cooperation which General Pick-
ett may be able to afford agaiust the enemy's pickets in Trent's Reach
as a preliminary measure to my movement to-morrow night.

Jno. K. Mitchell,
Flag-Officer.

General E. E. Lee.

Letterfrom Flag-Officer Mitchell, 0. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant Minor, C. S.
Navy, regarding boat howitzersfor the G. 8. S. Torpedo.

Flagship Vibginia,
James River Squadron, January 21, 1865.

Sib : I am desirous of having one or two heavy boat howitzers
mounted on board of the Torpedo with all dispatch. If you have two
you would oblige me by obtaining the sanction of the Office of Ordnance
and Hydrography and having them mounted. If you have none, one
of those on board of the Virginia could be transferred for the occasion
and there would be nothing more required than preparing the circle or
deck for its reception on her forecastle.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

T- i. XT, T^ ,,
Flag-Officer James River Squadron.

Lieutenant E. D. Minob,
Gommanding G. 8. Naval Ordnance Works, Richmond, Va.
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Letterfrom Flag- Officer Mitchell, 0. 8. Navy, to the commcmding officer at
Battery Dantzler, regarding the examination of torpedoes plcmted by
Lieutenant Kennon, 0. S. Navy.

Flagship Vibginia,
James River Squadron, January 21, 1865.

Major : Boatswain Gaoley accompanies a party of 8 men, in charge
of 2 officers, for the purpose of raising for examination, etc., a portion
of the torpedoes planted by Lieutenant Kennon opposite your battery.
You would do me a great favor by giving Mr. Gauley all the informa-
tion and facilities at your command necessary for the execution of his
instmctions.

I am, major, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer James Biver Squadron.
Major F. W. Smith,

Commanding Battery Dantzler, MowUtffs.

[Telegram,]

Flagship Viegiwia,
Sunday, January 22, [1865].

If Mr. Gauley has not removed the torpedoes in the channel way at
Howlett's, please tell him for me to get to work immediately and have
them taken up by sunset; that it mnst be done, if possible, and with-
out the loss of a moment.
Please inform me yourself by signal of the progress he makes and

whether the torpedoes have been disturbed by the freshet.

John K. Mitchell,
Flag-Officer

.

Major Smith,
Commanding Battery Dantzler, Sowlett's.

[Telegram.]

FoET Anderson, January 21, 1865—10 a. m.

'Tis now so foggy that nothing of the fleet can be observed from this

point.

Colonel Anderson,
Assistant Ac0utant- General.

Louis Hj^bert,
Brigadier- General.

Letter from Major- General Pickett, 0. S. Army, to Flag- Officer Mitchell,

G. 8. Navy, regarding proposed cooperative movement against the enemy
in James Biver.

Headquarters Pickett's Division, January 22, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your telegram of

yesterday. It will be necessary for me to be here in person during the

day or I should come up to see you. I, however, send Major Charles
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Pickett, my adjutant-general, who will give you in detail the plan I pro-

pose about the pickets. I will also instruct the batteries, together with
what field artillery I can bring to required point, to concentrate on any
of the enemy's batteries which might annoy yon. Should you suggest
anything else in which I can be of use, please inform the major and I

will gladly adopt your idea.

I have communicated with General Lee, asking his instructions as to

any ulterior move, should you be successful, which I have no doubt you
will.

Please let me know at what hour youpropose commencing your move-
ments. Mine must correspond with yours—i. e., ihine should be com-
pleted about the time you pass Battery Dantzler.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Cr. E. PlOKETT,

Mc0or- General, Oommcmding.
Flag-OfQcer J. K. Mitchell,

Gommandmg James Bvoer Squadron.

Letter from Flag-Officer Mitchell, 0. 8. Navy, to Major- General Pickett,
G. 8, Army, regarding enforcedpostponement ofcooperative movement.

Flagship Vibginl4.,
James River Squadron, January 22, 1865.

Genbeal : I deeply regret that the foggy weather will prevent our
moving down to-night, or, at least, our beginning it in time to reach the
obstructions in Trent's Eeach at the proper stage of the tide for pass-
ing them, if found practicable.
To-morrow night, if the weather is sufllciently clear for the pilots to

see their way, our movement will be made, and I will be glad to have
your cooperation as agreed upon for to-night.
The arrangement for to-night of a courier at Battery Semmes to

communicate intelligence of our passing that point will, I hope, be con-
tinued to-morrow night.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer James River Squadron.

Major-General Geo. E. Pickett, C. S. Army.

Order of Flag-Offi^r Mitchell, G. S. Wavy, to Acting Master Smith, 0. 8.
Navy, regarding Boatswain Oauley, G. S. Navy.

Flagship Vieginia,
James River Squadron, January 22, 1865.

Sir: Tou will forthwith relieve Boatswain T. Gauley, in charge of
Semmes Submarine Battery.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag-Officer James River Squadron.
Acting Master G. W. Smith, Provisional Navy 0. S.
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Order of Flag-Officer Mitchell, C. 8. Navy, to Acting Master Smith, 0. 8.
Navy, to assume temporary command of the G. 8. 8. Torpedo.

Flagship Viboinia,
James River Squadron, January 22, 1865.

Sib : You will forthwith proceed on board of the 0. S. S. Torpedo
and relieve Lieutenant T. P. Bell in the command of that vessel during
his sickness.

John K. Mitchell,
Flag-Officer James Biver Squadron.

Acting Master P. W. Smith, Provisional Navy 0. S.

[Telegram.]

Poet A.s-D-&-&&o^,JanuMry 22,1865—1:30p.m. '

The fleet apparently stopped about one-half or three-quarters of a
mile this side of Battery Lamb, in all some seventeen armed vessels,
none that can be called ironclads. All have steam up. There seems
to be large number of troops collected at the extreme end of Confed-
erate Point. No change reported yet on land on this side of the river.

Louis H:6bebt,
Brigadier- General.

Colonel Aeoheb Andeeson,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Telegram.]

Foet Andebson, January 22, 1865—4 : 30 p. m.

At 2 p. m. one vessel of enemy moved up nearer and fired seven shots
at Fort Anderson, apparently 100-pounder Parrott shells. One struck
warehouse at landing. In response we fired six shots at her from 12-

pounder Whitworth. The vessel has now retired to the position of the
fleet.

Louis H6beet,
Brigadier- General.

Colonel Andebson,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Telegram.]

FoET Andebson, January 22, 1865.

At this hour (7 : 15 p. m.) all is qniet. I have not been able to ascer-

tain the number of troops which the enemy may have landed on west
side of river. Ko force of consequence is at Battery Lamb. It is sup-

posed about 1,000 men are at Smithville. The enemy may throw forces

over at any time with the facilities and protected positions of their fleet.

Louis H:6bebt,
Brigadier-General.

Colonel Andebson,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Report of Major Smith, C. 8. Army, regarding readiness of the batteries

for protection of vessels when passing through Trent's Beach.

Hbadqtiaetees Battekies,
January 22, [1865]—5 : 30 p. m.

Sib : I have received no official notification that there would certainly

be any movement on your part to night.

I have arranged everything in the event of your coming down, and
will open upon any boat or battery which fires upon you.

Unless you think it will be best, otherwise I wiU not open till you are

fired upon, as I presume that you wish to be unnoticed as long as

possible.

Very respectfully,
Francis W. Smith.

Flag-Officer Mitchell.

Letterfrom Major-Oeneral Pickett, C. S. Army, to Flag-Officer Mitchell,

0. 8. Navy, requesting a signal after passing the obstructions.

Headqttastebs Pickett's Division, January 23, 1865,

Seb: I have the honor to state that perceiving a detachment of the
enemy approaching from the gap [Dutch], I sent a staff officer

immediately asking yon to throw a party of marines on north bank
for a few minutes till 1 could send some of my men to occupy the
ground. I supposed the intention of the enemy was to find out your
exact position, to annoy you with sharpshooters, and to enable their
guns to get your bearing. I wiU hold the other bank (opposite) so as
to keep them off.

Please be kind enough to tell me at what hour you will probably go
down, and what signal yon will make after getting through the obstruc-
tions.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
G. E. Pickett,

Major-Oeneral, Commanding.
Flag-Officer Mitchell,

Commanding James River Fleets

Order of Flag-Officer Mitchell, C. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant Hudgins, C. 8.
Navy, to reportfor duty on the 0. 8. 8. Richmond.

Flagship Vibginia,
James River Squadron, January 23, 1865.

Sm : Ton are hereby detached from the C. S. ironclad Virginia and
will be pleased to report to Commander J. M. Kell, Provisional Navy
0. 8., for duty on board of the Richmond.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag-Officer James River Squadron.
First Lieutenant A. G. HXJDGINS, Provisional Kavy C. 8.

Flagship Virginia.
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[Telegram.]

Poet Anderson, January 23, 1865—8 a. m.

All qaiet. No change since last night. I suspect some additional
troops have been landed at Smithville.

Louis HUBERT,
Brigadier-General.

Colonel Anderson,
Assistant AdjuUmt-Oeneral.

[Telegram.]

Fort Anderson, January 33, 1865—12 m.
Fog partially cleared up. Fleet seems to be the same. Some have

steam up.
Louis H:6bert,

Brigadier- General.
Colonel Anderson.

[Telegmm.]

Fort Anderson, January 24, 1865—7 p. m.
All quiet to this time. Fleet consisted, as far as could be seen from

here, of 13 armed steamers inside, C between the bar and Eip, 2 schooners
and 3 small tug steamers inside, and 7 schooners betweea the Eip and
bar. Thetug steamers are actively plying in and out and to Confederate
Point. I have noticed no movements of troops to-day. In the fore-

noon to-day the enemy's pickets only extended on the telegraph road
2 miles. This side of Smithville on the river beach, however, they
extend higher up toward Battery Lamb. I have not been able to dis-

cover the presence of any large force at Smithville yet. An ofScer sent
out to-day may give me more correct information to-night concerning
the fleet.

Lieutenant-Colonel Anderson.

Louis Hubert,
Brigadier- General.

[Telegram.]

Fort Anderson, January 24, 1865—7:40 p. m.

The ofllcer sent below to-day has just reported he visited Battery
Lamb and finds that the enemy have destroyed everything there. He
reports 14 armed vessels inside and 6 between the Eip and bar, none of

them ironclads. Also, 3 schooners inside, apparently transferring

ammunition to steamers. Between the Eip and the bar, 7 schooners of

the same kind. No movements of troops anywhere reported to-day.

Louis Hubert,
Brigadier- General.

Colonel Anderson.
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Order of Flag-Officer Mitchell, O. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Graves, C. 8.

Navy.

Flagship Vibginia,
James Biver Squadron, January 25, 1865.

Sra: You are hereby detached from temporary duty in the squadron

under my command and will resume your former duties.

I am, very respectfolly, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag Officer James Biver Squadron.

First Lieutenant O. J. Graves, Provisional Navy 0. S.,

Flagship Virginia.

[Same order given to Lieutenant Goodwyn, Lieutenant Eead and

party, to Master Williamson, and Masters P. W. and G. W. Smith.]

[Telegram.]

[Foet] Andeeson, January 25, 1865—7 _p. m.

The fleet still lies about same position and consists of 13 gunboats,

the flagship, 1 single-turreted monitor, 2 blockaders, and 3 schooners,

all inside. Outside are 7 schooners and 4 steamers. There have been

no movements on Confederate Point. I have no information from Smith-

viUe, and all is thus far quiet.
Louis H^beet,

Brigadier- General.

Colonel Anbeesoh,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Telegram.]

FoET Andbeson, January 26, 1865—8:15 a. m.

Fo change in the fleet can be seen from here, except an increase of

2 schooners inside. Two of the gunboats seem to be raising steam.
Louis H6beet,

Brigadier- General.

Colonel Andbeson.

Letterfrom Flag-Officer Mitchell, 0. S. Navy, to the Chief of the Office of
Orders and JDetail, transmitting report of Lieutenant Shepperd, C. 8.

Navy, commanding 0. 8. 8. Fredericksburg.

Flagship Yieginia,
James Biver Squadron, January 27, 1865.

SiE : I have the honor to forward, for the information of the Depart-
ment, the annexed copy ofthe report • of Lieutenant Commanding F. E.
Shepperd, giving the particulars of the melancholy disaster to the steam
picket boat Mornet by collision with the steamer Allison, which resulted

* Not fonnd.



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADEON. 811

in the drowning of Lieutenant iBneas Armstrong and the sinking of
the boat.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
John K. Mitchell,

Flcig- Officer James River Squadron,

Captain S. S. Lee, 0. S. Navy,
Office of Orders and Detail, 0. 8. Navy Bept., Richmond, Va.

Order of Flag-Officer Mitchell, G, 8. Navy, to the commandant navy yard,
Bocketts, regarding the fitting of torpedo pole on the C. 8. 8. Boanolce.

Flagship Vieginia,
James River Squadron, January 28, 1865.

Sib : I respectfully request that you will have a torpedo pole fitted

tbr the Roanoke, with a socket and long jaws, in the same manner as
they are fitted by Mr. Graves on the small torpedo boats.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
John K. Mitchell,

Flag-Officer James River Squadron.

Commander B. G. Bobb, G. S. Navy,
Commanding Navy Yard, Rocketts.

Letter from Flag- Officer Mitchell, 0. 8. Navy, to the Chief of the Offixse of
Orders and Detail, requesting the services of Carpenter Meads, G. 8.

Navy.

Flagship Vieginia,
James River Squadron, January 29, 1865.

Sib : I have to request that you will send down Mr. Meads, or some
other suitable person, to examine the ironclad Fredericksburg, which
leaks very badly.

I have the honor to be, very respectftdly, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer James River Squadron.
Captain S. S. Lee, C. S. Navy,

Office of Orders and Detail, 0. 8. Navy Department.

Order of Flag- Officer Mitchell, G. 8. Navy, to Parsed Midshipman Peters,

G. 8. Na/vy, commanding C. 8. 8. Richmond.

Flagship Virginia,
James River Squadron, February 1 , 1865.

Sie: Report immediately to Lieutenant C. W. Bead, Provisional
Navy 0. S., at Drewry's Bluff, for temporary special duty.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Jno. K. Mitchell,

Flag- Officer James River Squadron.

Passed Midshipman J. A. Petees, Provisional Navy C. S.,

C. 8. Ironclad Richmond.
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[Same order given Passed Midshipman H. H. Scott, Acting Master's
Mates W. McBlair and J. T. Layton, and to Pilots E. 0. Skinner and
James Turner.]

[Endorsement.]

Orders similar to the foregoing have this day been issned to Second
Assistant Engineer A. J. Schwartzman, to Third Assistant Engineers
J. W. Tomlinson, T. J. White, W. H. Hardy, and H. Ahem, and to
First-class Firemen J. Daly, M. O'Oonnel, Edward Linton, J. A.
Libert, and Patrick Murphy.

John W. Daniel,
Flag-Officer's Secretary.
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Correspondence with Misses Bartlett 526

Mentioned 326,499,512,514,524-526

Bartlett, John R. Mentioned 460

Bartlett, Misses. Correspondence with John R. Bartlett 526

Barton, Philip H. Report of casualties on board U. S. S. Shamrock at capture

of Plymouth, N. C 16

Bass, David Ii. Mentioned 497

Bat, U. S. S.

Mentioned 395,632,722

Movements of 695

Orders for movements 103,605,631,720

Bates, William. Mentioned 343

Batten, John M. Mentioned 423

Battery Brooke, Va.
Complement of 749

Transfer of, to command of William L. Bradford ." 764, 765

Battery Buchanan, N. C.

Communication from W. H. C. Whiting relative to occupation of, by naval

force 757

List of officers of, November, 1864 772

See also Fort Fisher, N. C.

Battery Dantzler, Va. Engagement of Federal ironclads with

December 5 and 6, 1864. Reports of

Belknap, George E 147,148

Colhoun, Edmund R 145-147

Colhoun, Edmund R., et al 147

Leitch, S. G 149

Parker, William A. 145

Peake, John L...'. 144

Porter, David D 144

Potter, Edward E - 148

N W B—VOL 11 52
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Fag&

Battery Dantzler, Va. Engagement of Federal ironclads with—Continued.

November 29, 1864. Reports of

Parker, WilUamA 106

Smith, Francis W 107

Battery Parsons, Va. Engagement with Confederate sqnadron in Trent's

Reach, James River 659-661

Battery Sa'wyer, Va. Engagement with Confederate sqnadron in Trent's

Reach, James River 659

Battery Semmes, Va. Transfer of, to command of William L. Bradford .. 764,765

Battery Spofford, Va. Engagement with Confederate squadron in Trent's

Reach, James River 659

Battery Wilcox, Va. Engagement with Confederate squadron in Trent's

Reach, James River 659-661

Battery Wood, Va.
Armament of 749,752

Condition of 747

Transfer of, to command of William L. Bradford 764, 765

Baury, Frederic P. Mentioned 294,442,508

Bazaar, Phillip. Mentioned 545

Bazely,*U.S.S.
Mentioned 13-15, 26,39, 98, 140, 160, 161, 172, 177, 181

Sinking of. See Bainbow Bluff, N. C, Expedition against, December 9-S8,

1864.

See also Picket Boat, No. S, U. S.

Beardslee, O. W. Mentioned 124,142,236

Beaton, . Mentioned 741
Beatrice, Steamer. Mentioned 44,741

Beaufort, C. S. S.

Alexander, J. W., appointed to command 784
Information received from deserter concerning 102

List of officers of 692
Mentioned 206, 382, 669, 672, 673, 675, 679, 680, 684, 750, 751, 754
Operations in James River,Virginia. See Trent's Reach, Virginia. Attempted

passage of obstructions in, by Confederate fleet, January S4 and gS,

1865.

Beaufort, N. C.

Movements of United States vessels to and from.
Communication from David D. Porter 191
Orders and instrnctions, David D.Porter 64

136, 158, 185, 186, 188, 189, 201, 378, 379, 383, 389, 390, 392, 393, 401, 615
Reports of

Dove, Benj. M 135
Rolando, H g3
Sands, B. F 409
West, William C 249,695

U. S. Treasnry Department. Circular of, authorizing trade at 113
Beaumont, Horatio N. Report of attack upon, and capture of. Fort Fisher

N. C, January 13-15,1865 '
456

Beaumont, John C.

Correspondence with
Louch, Abraham J g23
Porter, D.D "!.""!-"!!."'.'.'."".!.".'."

64, 200
Young, Jefferson

; oig

Mentioned: 39, 137, 141, 193, 265, 399,'437,"455,"598, 723

• Known itlso as J. E. Bazely, Tng No. 2, and IT. S. S. Beta.
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Beaumont, John C.—Continued. Page.

Reports of.

Cotton. Disposition of 157

Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 319,320

Attack upon, anrt capture of, January 13-15, 1865 522

Mary, Schooner. Capture of, December 3, 1864 125

Beauregard, O. T. Mentioned 529

Beck, Charles B. Mentioned 39

BeckshofR:, C.H. Mentioned 40,141

Bee, Benjamin P. Report of attack upon Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25,

1864 282

Beers, T. J. Correspondence with H.A.Pratt 660

Beetle, David S. Mentioned 349,350

Belcher, James A. Mentioned 122,123

Belknap, George B.

Correspondence with
Beaumont, Horatio N 466
McCook, R.S 465

Porter, David D 4,186,198,607

Mentioned 40, 140, 192, 259, 265, 275, 398, 438, 455, 461, 597, 724

Reports of.

Battery Dantzler, Va. Engagement of Federal i ronclads with, Decem-
ber 5 and 6, 1864 147,148

Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 277

Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 464

Seneca, U. S. S. Condition of 69

Bell, Charles H. For correspondence, see Navy yard, Norfolk, Commandant of.

Bell, Pilot. Mentioned ;. 745

Bell, Louis. Mentioned 589,590

Bell, Thomas P.

Appointed to command C. S. S. Nansemond 765

Mentioned 664,672,681,687,688,772,807

Relieved of command of

Nansemond, C. S. S 772,773

Torpedo, C. S. S 807

Report of attempted passage of obstructions at Trent's Reach, Virginia,

by Confederate squadron, January 23 and 24, 1865 686

Belle, IT.8.S. Mentioned 14,

15, 18, 23, 26, 39, 69, 98, 140. 160, 170, 172, 192, 398, 597, 722

Belvin, James W. Mentioned 692

Ben De Ford, Steamer. Mentioned 196, 197, 224, 241, 249, 342

Ben Morgan, U.S. Ship. Mentioned 39,192, 398,597,722

Bennett, John W.
Correspondence with D.D.Porter 615

Mentioned 437,599,723

Bennett, William J. Mentioned 558

Benson, . Mentioned 533

Benson, John M. Mentioned 371

Bent, Charles. Mentioned 531

Benton, Henry E. Mentioned 744

Benton, James O.

Mentioned. 215

Report of practicability of destruction of Fort Fisher, N. C, by exploding

Vessel loi^ded with powder .., ,,.,... 2H
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Berberry, U. S. S. Page.

Mentioned 39,92,99,125,140,192,398,597,722
Orders for movements 126

Eowntree, Kobert W., ordered to relieve Acting Ensign Gri£Bth of com-
mand of 126

Bergin, James J. Mentioned 660
Bembum, Ole K. Mentioned 326
Berne, Martin. Mentioned 517
Bemey, A.

Correspondence virith D. D. Porter 9
Mentioned 96,142,412

Benlen, John M. Mentioned 40,395,604,640,645,704
For correspondence, see Navy yard, Norfolk, Fa., Commandant of.

Berrien, Thomas M. Mentioned 366,373-377
Berry, Oeneral. See General Berry, U. S. Army transport.

Berry, Thomas. Mentioned 564
Beta, TJ. S. S. See Bazely, V. S. S., and Picket Boat Xo. 2, V. S.

Betham, Asa. Mentioned 488
Beyse, Albert F. Mentioned 18
Bibber, Charles J. Mentioned 227
Bickford, Bethel B. Mentioned 507
Bigley, Peter. Mentioned 544
Bignonia, U. S. S.

Mentioned 39,50,51,140,192,398,416,597,722
Orders for movements 39O

Billings, R. A. Mentioned 356
Billups, James W. Mentioned 664,685
Bingham, Edward B.

Mentioned 558
Eeport of attack npon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,

1865 559
Birge, ^Talter T. Mentioned 294,509
Birtwistle, James. Mentioned 442,494-497,499,504
Bishop, John. Mentioned 39,192,398,597,722
Bishop, Joshua. Mentioned 140

. Blaohiere, Cornelius. Mentioned 472
Black, James S. H. Mentioned 648
Blackman, Albert M. Mentioned 59O 591
Blaokmer, John. Mentioned..: '443
Black River, Steamer. Mentioned 743
Blackstone, U. S. Army transport. Mentioned 43I
Blackwood, Bmanuel F. Mentioned 535 535
Blair, Francis P. Mentioned 388,409,605,696
Blair, Robert M. Mentioned 4gg
Blake, Francis B.

Correspondence with
MiUer,Jo8.E

337530
Waugh,E.J '530
Whitmarsh, Z "' gg^

*^«°**°°«'* 326,508,512,5l"3,'5i5,"524,"527,"543,583
Report of attack upon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,

^865 ' 525
Blake, Oeor|;e. Mentioned ^m sru
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Blake, Homer C. Vage.
Correspondence with

Grant, U.S 641
Porter, D.D ; 651

Mentioned 39,140,188,192,399,598,649-652,655,656,723
Report of attempted passage of obstractions at Trent's Reach, Virginia, by

Confederate squadron, January 23 and 24, 1865 650
Blake, John S. Mentioned 126
Blake, 'William. Mentioned 514
Blanc, Samnel P. Report of attempted passage of obstrnctions at Trent's

Reach, Virginia, by Confederate squadron, January 23 and 24,

1865 685
Bland, Chiistopher C. Mentioned 368
Blenheim, British steamer.

Capture of, January 25, 1865 700-702

Mentioned 741,742,745
Blockade of Southern ports.

Opening of certain ports to trade.

Circular of supervising agent. Treasury Department 113

Proclamation of President, U. S 109

Orders and instructions, David D.Porter 187

Reports of W.H. Macomb 410,415,417,421

See also Wilmington, N. C.

Blockade runners.

Capture and destruction of. See North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Captures made by.

Chase of. Orders and instructions of David D. Porter 699, 703

See also Wilmington, N. C. Escape of blockade runners.

Disposition of money taken from persons captured on 108, 117

Movements of.

Communications from
Clum,J.C 613

Sanford,E.S 613

Orders and instructions. Navy Department, C. S 769, 776

See also Xamb, William. Extracts from official diarg of.

Blocker, Charles H. Mentioned 369,375

Boardman, Robert A. Mentioned 507

Boggs, ElyM. Mentioned 141,192,399,598,723

Boland, Columbns. Mentioned 544

Bolton,/WiUlam H. Mentioned 39,140,656

Bombshell, Steamer. Mentioned 98

Bond, H. H. Mentioned 160

Booker, Mrs. Mentioned 804

Boomer, Bphraim. Mentioned 39,140,192,399,598,723

Booze, William. Mentioned 337

Borden, "William C. Mentioned 140,192,398,597,722

Boston, Mass., Judge of XT. B. District Court. Correspondence -vrith P. O.

Watmough 32

Boudrean, Charles. Mentioned 514

Bourke, Musician. Mentioned 533

Bowdoin, Lloyd. Mentioned 693

Boweh, OeorgeF. Mentioned 225, 226, 242-2a

Bovrers, . Mentioned 380

Bowers, Mr. Mentioned 745

Bowers, Edward C, jr. Mentioned 546

Bowers, T. S. Correspondence with C. B. Corastock 357
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Page.

Bov7les, 'William. Mentioned 17

Bovtrman, Ed-ward R. Mentioned 329,545

Bowman, Bd-win. Mentioned 503

Bowman, Isaac.

Correspondence •with J.K.Mitchell 788

Mentioned 775,793

Bozley, James O. Mentioned 691,753

Boyden, Paul. Mentioned 227,239,244

Bradbury, Edivard E. Mentioned 557

Bradford, D. B. Mentioned 690

Bradford, John S.

Mentioned 70, 99, 196, 217, 221, 226-228, 238, 239, 242-2a, 255, 259, 269

Report of explosion of U. S. S. Louisiana near Fort Fisher, N. C, Decemher
24,1864 229

Bradford, "William L.

Appointed to command Batteries Semmes, Wood, and Brooke 764, 765

Correspondence with J. K. Mitchell 789

Mentioned 693,740,742,764,765,780

Report of attempted passage of ohstructions at Trent's Reach, Virginia, by
Confederate sqnadron, January 23 and 24, 1865 667

Bragdon, Charles E. Mentioned 691

Bragg, Braxton.

Correspondence with

Pinkney,R.F 364,788

Sale, John B 360

Whiting, W. H. C 363,592,759
Mentioned 3, 205, 267, 288, 359, 362, 372, 593, 594, 742, 743, 747, 786
Reports of.

Port Fisher, N. C.

Assembling of Federal fleet off 784
Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 362
Movements of United States vessels off 360

Braine, Daniel L.

Correspondence with
Lamb, George ; 479
Porter, D.D 387
Smalley, Anthony 4gl

Mentioned 40, 85, 87, 117, 141, 193, 265, 399, 437, 455, 599, 723
Reports of.

Blockade runners. Escape of 84
Ella, Steamer. Chasing ashore of, December 3, 1864 126
Fort Anderson, Cape Fear River. Engagement with 630
Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 283 284
Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 478 481 482

Smith's Island, N. C. Occupation of 624
Breese, K. Randolph.

Correspondence with
Cushman, C. H c-.-!

Dah]gren,J.A gog
Hamilton, Chas. H gog
PorterD.D '

' 000

Mentioned : 259, 269, 298, 347, 388, 389, 397^ 406] 408, 419, 44l! V48, 450,
454, 469, 473, 474, 476, 479-483, 485, 494, 495, 497-499, 508, 511, 514-516, 525
540, 543, 546, 559, 564, 566, 569, 571, 576-578, 580, 581, 583, 586, 590, 739 740
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Breese, K. Randolph—Continued. Page.
Keports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, and capture of, January lS-15, 1865 . . 446,

449,451
Louisiana, U. S. S. Postponement of explosion of 224

Breese, S. L. Correspondence with W. A. Parker 204
Brennan, Edward. Mentioned 537
Brennan, Thomas. Mentioned 526,531
Brent, George. Mentioned 381
Ereslyn, J. C. Report of attack upon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, Jan-

uary 13-15, 1865 551
Btlggs, Jonathan. Mentioned 514
Brinker, Henry. See Hem-y Brinker, TJ. S. S.

Biinkman, Pilot. Mentioned 741
Brisson, J. H. Mentioned 368
Bristol, Captain. Mentioned 746
Britannia, U. S. S.

Abstract log

December 23-29, 1864 352
January 13-20, 1865 574

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 351
Captures made by 129

Mentioned 39,50,128-131,140,

192, 254, 265, 332, 353, 355, 390, 398, 416, 425, 428, 437, 566, 597, 702, 718, 724

Orders for movements 720

British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. Mentioned 80
Britt, O. Ii. Mentioned 371

Brockman, Christian. Mentioned 538

Broderick, John. Mentioned 295

Broderick, Richard. Mentioned 470

Brogan, Charles. Mentioned 562

Brooke, Battery. See Battery Brooke, Fa.

Brooke, John M.
Correspondence with

Leitch, S. G 149

Mitchell, J. K 753,756,775,779

Smith, Francis W 107

Mentioned -.. 378,781

Brooklyn, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 317, 318

Attack on, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865 468, 469

Mentioned 39,140,192,207,246,

254, 257, 265, 289, 305, 342, 345, 348, 351, 374, 398, 425, 526, 428, 431, 433, 434,

437, 438, 453, 473, 475, 490-493, 519, 539-564, 573, 597, 628, 642, 724, 737, 738

Orders for movements 607

Brooks, John A. J.

Correspondence with W. H.Macomb 171

Mentioned , 40, 142, 158, 179, 181, 193,400,423,599,724

Reports of.

Philadelphia, Steamer. Capture of, January 10, 1865 424

Rainbow Blnff, N. C. Expedition against, December 9-28, 1864 . 168,169,171

Brown, Lieutenant. Mentioned 368,371

Brown, Arthur K. Mentioned 573

Brown, Charles. Mentioned 329

Brown, George. Mentioned 517,584

Brown, Oeorge M. Mentioned 326,524
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Page.

Brown, Henry. Mentioned 39,140,192,399,598,722

Sown, James.
Correspondence with D. D.Porter 386

Mentioned 193,265,347,399,598,723

Brown, John. Mentioned ^^^

Brown, Peter. Mentioned --• 503

Brown, Thomas. Mentioned 487

Brown, Thomas S. Mentioned ' 540

Jrowm, 'WiUlajn. Mentioned 169

Brown, William. Mentioned 472

arown, William. Mentioned - 479,481

Brown, William. Mentioned 531

Sro'wne, Samnel T. Mentioned 76,77

Browning, George. Mentioned 552

Braner, Ellas D.

Correspondence with D.D.Porter 48

Mentioned 39,140,192,398,597,722

Report of escape of blocliade runners 89

Brutche, Henry. Mentioned 21

Bryant, WiUlam H. Mentioned 351,352

Buchanan, Battery. See Battery Buchanan, N. C.

Buck, Lyman. Mentioned 691

Buddngham, Governor. See Governor Buckingham, U. S. S.

Buckless, Henry S. Mentioned 717

Buckley, Austin. Mentioned 559

Bunker, William. Report of attack upon Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25,

1864 300

Burditt, William. Mentioned 311,470

Burke, WiUiam. Mentioned 497,503

Burleigh, Daniel C. Report of casualties on board U. S. S. Unadilla, resulting

from attaclc on Fort Fisher, N. C 280

Bums, Michael. Mentioned 320

Burroughs, Captain. Mentioned 622

Burroughs, Sylvester, ]r. Mentioned 741
Burroughs, Thomas. Mentioned 745"

Burrows, C. See C. Burrows, Schooner.

Burton, Adolph. Mentioned 540
Burton, Albert. Mentioned 513,514
Butler, Benjamin F.

Correspondence with
Edson, Theodore 142
Fox,G.V 78,81,90,95
Grant, TT.S 149
Palmer, I.N 114
Porter, D. D 96, 103, 114, 135, 142, 150, 191, 196, 224, 249, 250, 252

Mentioned 9,26,46,57,61,68,78,115,144,
180, 184, 187, 196, 197, 207, 224, 228, 229, 237-239, 249, 252-254, 256-258, 263,

264, 26ft-274, 281, 282, 309, 311, 312, 317, 333, 335, 338; 340, 343, 345-347, 353,
357, 359, 361, 388, 389, 395, 397, 404, 406, 408-410, 417, 529, 585, 612, 736, 783

Butler, Edward. Mentioned 531
BuUer, George. Mentioned 302,455,494-496,498,514,576,583,585
Butler, William. Mentioned 507
Butt, Walter H.

Appointed to command C. S. S. Nansemond 772,773
Correspondence with J.E.Mitchell 795
Mentioned 672,686,692,766,773
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Butt, Walter R.—Continued. Pag«.

Reports of.

Nansemond, C. S. S. List of officers of 692

Trent's Reach, Virginia. Attempted passage of obstnictions at, by
Confederate squadron, January 23 and 24, 1865 681

C. Burro^rs, Schooner. Mentioned 419

C. Vr. Thomas, U. S. Army steamer. Mentioned 347,740

Cactus, U.8.S. Mentioned 39,140,192,399,597,632,722,736

Cahill, JcUnesH. Mentioned 691

Cain, 'WiUlam H. Mentioned 541

Calne, Patrick. Mentioned 508

Caldwell, Charles H. B.

Correspondence with D. D. Porter 596

Mentioned 40,137,138,140,192,399,437,598,723

Report of capture of British steamer Armstrong, December 4, 1864 138

Calhoun, John. Mentioned 497,503,504

California, TT. S. Army transport. Mentioned 431

Callahan, James. Mentioned 524

Calypso, U. S. S.

Captures made by 5-7

Mentioned 8,10,39,140,192,398,421,724

Cambridge, U. S. S.

Mentioned 39,140,192,398,597,722

Orders for movements 10,183

Cameron, Francis H. Mentioned 694

Camm, Robert A. Mentioned 772

Campbell, Archibald. Mentioned 532

Campbell, Daniel A.
Correspondence with D.D.Porter 48

Mentioned ,..- 40,58,141,193,341

Reports of.

Chesapeake Bay. Operations in 59

Reliance and Little Elmer, Sloops. Capture of, November 8, 1864 59

Campbell, John. Mentioned 535,536

Campbell, Peter. Mentioned 308

Campbell, Robert. Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 472

Tacony, U. S. S. Ammunition expended by, at capture of Plymouth, N. C . 22

Campbell, William. Mentioned 545

Canonicus, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 277

Attack on, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865. . . 443, 464-466

Criticism of, by D.D.Porter 600-602

Engagement with Hewlett's battery, December 5 and 6, 1864 147, 148

Mentioned 39, 106, 116, 140, 149, 155, 156, 192, 198, 254, 255, 259, 265, 275, 279,

296, 298, 331, 342, 398, 425, 428, 433, 438, 461, 567, 597, 607, 620, 724, 736-738

Orders for movements - 103,111,186,606,607,378

Cape Fear, Steamer. Mentioned 744,746

Cape Fear River, North Carolina.

Confederate vessels in 754,755

Occupation of Confederate works at mouth of, and capture of steamers

Stag and Charlotte.

Abstract logs of

Monticello, U. S. S 627

Nyack,U.S.S 627

Order of David D. Porter 627
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Cape Fear River, North Carolina—Continned. Page.

Occupation of Confederate works at mouth of, etc.—Continued.

Reports of

Baker, Francis H 626

Braine.D.L 624

Cushing, William B 624

Newman, L.H 625

Porter, David D 618,623

Upshur, J. H 626

Operations in.

Abstract log of U. S. S. Malvern 740

Commvinications from

Morton,J. F 393

Terry, Alfred H 613

Orders and instructions, David D. Porter. . . 629, 630, 699, 704, 705, 708, 719, 720

Reports of

Braine,D.L 630

Cushing, William B 725

DennisoD, William E 713

Dunn, Thomas C 7X3

Hubert, Louis 799,801,802,805,807,809,810

Hoke,R.F 800,801,802

Porter, David D 721

Watmough, Pendleton G 711

See also Suithville, N. C.

Carbeny, Peter. Mentioned 308

Carlon, James E. Mentioned 688

Carlon, Vrilliam H. Mentioned 681,692

Carnac, U. S. Army vessel. Mentioned 201

Carpenter, George H. Mentioned 322

Carpenter, Thomas. Report of ammunition expended by U. S. S. Wyalusiug
at capture of Plymouth, N.C 20

Carson, Captain. Mentioned 595

Carter, William. Mentioned 380

Carver, Hanson F. Mentioned 506

Cary, Clarence.

Extract from diary of, December 20-28,1864 375
Mentioned 363,366,371,373-375

Casey, James. Mentioned 467
Casey, Thomas Lincoln. Mentioned 157,251
Casgrifi; James. Mentioned 533
Cassel, Douglas.

Mentioned 468
Report of attack upon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,

1865 469
Cassldy, George. Mentioned lOi
Caswell, Clark R. Mentioned 488
Cavanagh, John E. Mentioned 497 504
Cavanaugh, Michael. Mentioned 522 523
Cenas, Hilary.

Correspondence with J.E.Mitchell 752
Mentioned -jij^

Center, Francis P. Mentioned 464
Ceres,U.S.S.

Expedition against Rainbow Bluff, N. C, December 9-28, 1864 166
Mentioned 39, 71, 98, 140, 144, 152, 160, 168, 192, 398, 597, 618,"697, 709*711, 722
Movements of 48 418
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Page.

Cerro Oordo, Schooner. Mentioned ' 570

Chadwick, Joseph A. Mentioned 598,723

Cballman, Phillip. Mentioned 516,517

Chamberlin, Charles. See Charles Chamberlin, U. S. Army steamer.

Chameleon,* Steamer. Mentioned 375

Champion, U. S. Army transport. Mentioned 431

Champs, Samuel. Mentioned 17

Chandler, Ralph.
Mentioned 193,265,399,437,598,455,575,723

Keports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 316

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865. . 484

Chapman, Charles. Mentioned 132

Chapman, John H. Mentioned 122,181,598,723

Chapman, Jonathan. Mentioned , 23

Chapman, Robert T.

Mentioned .... 287, 365, 367, 372, 374, 375, 377, 378, 594, 742, 743, 745, 772, 776, 786, 787

Report of attack upon Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 372

Chappels, David P. Mentioned .' 518

Charles Chamberlin. U. S. Army steamer. Mentioned 270

Charles Phelps, U. S. ship. Mentioned 39, 192, 398, 597, 722

Charlotte, Blockade runner.

Capture of 618,620,623,624,626-628

Mentioned 567,613,740

Charlton, WilliEmi. Mentioned 543

Chase, Steamer. Mentioned 695

Chase, Whitman.
Report of attack upon Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 340

Correspondence with D.D.Porter 219

Chase, WiUiam F. Mentioned 479

Chellis, Ho^VEurdR. Mentioned 531

Cherokee, U. S. S.

Abstract log, January 12-19,1865 567

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 347

Captures made by 182,183

Chase of blockade runners 88

Engagement neai Half Moon battery, N. C ., January 30, 1865 713

Mentioned 38,39,52,67,70,86,91,92,99,125,

136, 140, 192, 196, 241, 254, 265, 331, 348, 398, 484, 566, 568, 597, 718, 724, 737

Orders for movements 195,386,421,720

Chester, IiouisR. Mentioned 442,487,488

Chiokamauga, C. S. S.

Mentioned 7, 44, 60, 288, 363, 372, 375, 378, 441, 457, 560, 592, 741, 743, 786-788

Proposition of R. H. Lamson for destruction of 97

Chicopee, IT. S. S.

Captures made by 158-160

Expedition against Rainbow Bluff, N. C, December 9-28, 1864 172-174

Expedition to Pitch Landing, N. C, December 2-6, 1864 121-124

Mentioned 11,12,14,

17, 39, 55, 69, 98, 140, 167, 168, 171, 176, 178, 180, 181, 192, 398, 420, 597, 722

Chippewa, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 338

Attack on', and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865 552-554

* rormerly C. S. S. Tallahassee.
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Chippewa, U. S. S.—Continued. P»ge-

Mentioned 39,128,131,140,

192, 246, 254, 255, 265, 330, 383, 384, 399, 426, 437, 455, 514, 598, 705, 722, 738

Orders for movements l^i ^^
Chowan River, North Carolina. Operations in. See Philadelphia, Steamer; Capture

of. Also Pitch Landing.

ChrlBtdanBen, Peter. Mentioned 518

Christie, "William. Mentioned 517

Churchill, Alexander L. Mentioned 131-133

Clark, Thomas. Mentioned 540

Clark, 'WUliam H. Mentioned 419

Clarke, William. Mentioned 40,141,193,400,599,723

Clarke, Will W. Mentioned 121,122

Clebome, C. J. Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 329

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 544

ClematiB, U. S. S.

Condition of 89

Mentioned 39,62,67,86,99,140,154,192,398,597,722

Orders for movements 48

Clemens, William 'W. Mentioned 445

Clifford, Robert T. Mentioned 355,356

Clinton, U.S.S. Mentioned 39,140,192,399,598,634,722

CUtz, J. M. B.

Correspondence with

Breslyn, J.C 551

McCansland, Thos 337

Merry, John F 338

Porter, D.D 4,393,605,699,701

Sand8,F.P.B 701

Weidman, John 336,550

Winslow, George F 337,550

Mentioned 40, 67, 86, 98, 99, 141, 193, 265, 399, 437, 455, 471, 474, 599, 723

Reports of.

Blenheim, British steamer. Capture of, January 25, 1865 701

Blockade Runners. Escape of 41,87
Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 336,338
Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 549

Tallahassee, C. S. S. Chase of, November 7, 1864 53
Close, Lewis Y. Mentioned 571
Clous, Joseph 'W. Mentioned 607
Clum, J. C. Correspondence -with K. S. Sanford 613
Coal, SuppUesof 111,202,392,393,398,413,416,419,596,597,630
Cobb, Mr. Mentioned 418 419
CofBn, Edward. Mentioned 295
Coffin, Bd-wln. Mentioned 294
Coffin, George W.

Mentioned 442,512,542,544
Report of attack upon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,

1865 543
Cogan, John. Mentioned 322
Cohasset, U. S. S. Mentioned 39,140,192,399,598,722
Colbert, Patrick. Mentioned 23 24
Colby, Henry B. Mentioned 627 628
Colcord, Charles. Mentioned 543 544
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Page.

Cole, Abel. Mentioned 469
Colerain, N. C. Expedition to. Report of John C. Pebiger 709-712
Colhoon, Edmund R.

Coirespondence with

Peake, John L 4S7
Porter, D.D ; 604

Mentioned 40,141,193,259,265,400,438,455,461,599,724
Reports of.

Battery Dantzler, Va. Engagement of Federal ironclads with, Decem-
ber 5, 1864 145-147

Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 276

Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 467
Collier, Charles H. Mentioned 776
Collins, Cornelius. Mentioned 329
Collins, J. N. Mentioned 794

Collins, James. Mentioned 308

Collins, John. Mentioned 533

Collum, A. Mentioned 535,536

Colonel Lamb, Steamer. Mentioned 613,744

Colorado, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 293-297

Attack on, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865.. 443,505-509

Mentioned 39, 140, 192, 246, 254, 255, 257, 258, 265, 298, 303, 304, 309,

310, 316, 325, 328, 361, 374, 398, 426, 433, 436-438, 442, 452, 492, 493, 497, 502,

512, 514, 517, 519, 533, 564, 577, 580, 584, 594, 597, 642, 643, 724, 738, 789^ 784

Movements of 631

Orders for movements 49, 611, 613, 698

Columbia, C. S.S, Mentioned 375

Colvocoresses, a«orge M. Mentioned 39

Commodore Barney, U. S. S. Mentioned. . . 39, 61, 140, 181, 192, 398, 597, 636, 642, 722

Commodore Du Font, U. S. Army transport. Mentioned 196, 431

Commodore Hull, U. S. S.

Expedition to Edenton, X. C 57,58

Mentioned 11, 12, 14, 15, 26, 39, 98, 140, 144, 152, 160, 163, 192, 398, 597, 697, 722

Operations at capture of Plymouth, N. C, October 29-November 1, 1864.. . 22-24

Commodore Jones, U. S. S. Mentioned 756

Commodore Monis, U. S. S. Mentioned . 39, 61, 140, 192, 399, 598, 636, 642, 646, 652, 722

Commodore Perry, XJ. S. S. Mentioned 39,61,

75, 76, 97, 140, 153, 188, 192, 399, 598, 722

Comstock, Cyrus B.

Mentioned 224,228,356,589

Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 357

Fort Fisher, N. C. Torpedoes near 591

Condor, British steamer. Mentioned 743,745,787

Congress, XJ. S.

Resolution of thanks for capture of Fort Fisher, N. C 458

Resolution regarding bursting of guns in attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, De-

cember 24-25, 1864 359

Conlan, Dennis. Mentioned 227

Connally, John K. Mentioned 363,371

Connecticut Troops. Mentioned. Artillery, Heavy—Regiments : Ist, 660, 661.

Connelly, Martin. Mentioned 739

Cpnner, David- Mentioned ,, ,,t- --r tti. .- 323
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Pagoi

Conner, Thomas. Mentioned 496

Connolly, James. Mentioned 486

Connolly, Thomas. Mentioned 544

Connor, J. Mentioned 39

Connors, James. Mentioned 479-481

Cony, Joseph S. Mentioned 547

Cooke, James W. Mentioned 60,754

Coonie, Jeremiah. Mentioned 559

Coons, Jotham A. Mentioned 517

Cooper, J. R. Mentioned 689

Cooper, Masons. Mentioned 326,524-526

Cooper, William (Acting master's mate). Mentioned 328, 543

Cooper, William (Fireman). Mentioned 684

Coquette, St«amer. Mentioned 744

Corbin, Thomas Q.

Correspondence with D.D.Porter 190

Mentioned 39,140

Corbitt, William A. Mentioned 293

Corrle, F. H. Mentioned 532,534,576

Cosgrove, Thomas B. Mentioned 518

Costello, John. Mentioned 531

Costello, WiUlam. Mentioned 516

Cotton. Capture of , 121-124,157,191

See also North Atlantic Blockading Squadron. Captures made by.

Cottrell, Oardner. Mentioned 568
Council, W. Mentioned 684
Co'wan, James. Mentioned 533
Cox, William. Mentioned 479,480
Craft, Henry B. Statement regarding armament of Confederate vessels 101
Crafts, Samuel P.

Correspondence with D. D. Porter 201
Mentioned 193,265,399,437,455,574,598,723
Report of attack upon Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 344

Crandall, P. H. Mentioned 598 723
Creighton, J. Blakeley. Mentioned 695 696
Crenshaw, Ed-ward. Mentioned 694
Cressy, "Waltei K. Mentioned 40
Creswlck, Walter. Mentioned 4g6
Cromack, William. Mentioned 439
Cronin, Richard. Mentioned 518
Crosby, Pelrce. Mentioned 63
Cross, Robert H. Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C . Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 300
Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 502

Cross, William H. Mentioned 547
Crossmcm, Charles H. Mentioned 555-557
Crossman, James A. Mentioned 122 123 158
Croton, Charles. Mentioned • 341627
Crowell, Joseph W.

Mentioned
ggg gg^

Report of attack upon, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,
^^^

.' 556
Crulkahank, D. Mentioned g^
Crunuusy, Thomas. Meqtioiied ,,...,..,, ,.... 534
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Crusader, U. S. S. Page.

Mentioned 39,140,192,399,598,600,722

Operations in York Kiver, Virginia 599,710

Crystal, James. Mentioned , 308

Culbertson, J. J. Mentioned 795

Cullaton, John. Report of attack upon Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25,

1864 : 282

Culpeper, . Mentioned 745

Cuniinings, James. Mentioned 518

Cunningham, H. C. Mentioned 794

Currle, Robert. Mentioned 531

CurUs, Henry P. Mentioned 141,192,399,598,723

Curtis, John. Mentioned 174

Curtis, N. Martin. Mentioned 290-292, 332, 338, 340, 353, 545, 588-590

Gushing, 'William B.

Correspondence with D. D. Porter 703

Detached from U. S. S. Malvern and ordered to command U. S. S. Monti-

cello 384

Mentioned 12,14,26,39,43,48,

50, 92, 93, 97, 141, 161, 193, 330, 331, 360, 361, 385, 399, 437, 447, 455, 474,

508, 523, 558, 561, 584, 598, 619, 620, 624, 625-627, 699, 723, 736, 737, 745

Reports of.

Agnes C. Fry, Steamer. Condition of 725

Cape Fear River. Occnpation of Confederate works at month of, and

capture of steamers Stag and Charlotte 624

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attackupon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865. 560,561

Cushman, Charles H.
Mentioned 28, 40, 446, 447, 451, 455, 497, 499, 508, 510, 514, 516, 517, 525, 582

Report of attack upon, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C.-, .January 13-15,

1865 510-514

Cushman, J..B. Mentioned 460

Cuyler, R. r! See S. B. Cuyler, U. S. S.

Dacotah, U. S. S. Mentioned 39,140,192,399,421,744

Dahlgren, Charles B. Mentioned 571,701,723

Dahlgren, John A.

Correspondence with

Breese,K.R 396

Porter, D.D 425,615,628

Mentioned 10,183,198,397,407,411,604-607,614,620

Daisy, John. Mentioned 559

Daley, WUliam. Mentioned 517,584

Daly, J. Mentioned 812

Daly, O'VT-en, Mentioned ••• 533

Dana, Charles A. Correspondence with

Delafield, Richard 207

Sanford,E.S 613

Danels, Joseph D. Mentioned 451,500,515,519,584

Daniel, John W. Mentioned 672,690,812

Daniels, Joseph. Mentioned 561

Dansell, Qeorge. Mentioned 514

Dantzler, Battery. See Battery Dantzler, Va.

Darling, 'WiUlam. Lee. Mentioned 558

Davenport, Charles 'W. Mentioned 564

David, W. Mentioned '^72

Davldge, E. T. Mentioned , .,.. " •--' 194
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Davidson, Hunter. Mentioned 381,382,756

Davidson, John Q. A. Mentioned 39,193,399,598,723

Davidson, Wilbur 3. Mentioned 690

Davies, Frank. Mentioned 504

Davis, Bertram. Mentioned 514

Davis, 13. Mentioned 518

Davis, Edward F. Mentioned 564

Davis, Frank. Mentioned *97

Davis, George T. Mentioned 499,510-514

Davis, Jefferson. For correspondence, see President, C. S.

Davis, John Lee.

Correspondence with

Chaae, Whitman 340

McFherson, George E 552

Porter, D. D 46,70,117,219,220

Mentioned 40, 117, 141, 193, 218, 227, 254, 256, 265, 400, 437, 455, 599, 724

Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 339

Attack upon, and oaptare of, January 13-15, 1865 551

Louisiana, U. S. S. Delay of,at Craney Island 220

Davis, Nathaniel R. Mentioned 192,398,597,723

Dawn, U.S.S. Mentioned 39,61,140,192,399,598,642,723

Da'wson, John. See John Dawson, Steamer.

Dawson, Lucien !•.

Mentioned 294,446,455,497,585,586

Report of attack apon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, January 13-15, 1865. . 576-582

DayUght, U. S. S. Mentioned 39, 61, 140, 156, 1(^8, 192, 194, 399, 598, 636, 642, 723

Dayton, E. G. Mentioned 489,491,499,514

Dean, George B. Mentioned 747

DeBree, John. Mentioned 776

Dechiso, wmiam. Mentioned 689

Decker, Edward A. Mentioned 465

Dederer, Samuel T. Mentioned 483

Deep Water Light-house, Va. Expediton to.

Orderof D.D.Porter 90
Reports of William A. Parker 90,97

Dees, Clement. Mentioned 488
Defenses, Harbor. Report of David D. Porter concerning 726
De Ford, Ben. See Ben De Ford, Steamer.

DeGrosse, William H. Mentioned 552-554
DeHaven, Joseph E. Mentioned 40,141,193,400,724
De Kay, Sidney B. Mentioned 353
Delafield, Richard.

Correspondence -with C.B. Comstock 591
Mentioned 90
Report of practicability of destruction of Forts Fisher and Caswell, N. C,

by exploding vessel loaded with powder 207
Delano, William. Report of attack upon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C,

January 13-15, 1865 574
Delaware, U. 8. 8. Mentioned 39, 61, 140, 192, 399, 598, 632. 723
Delta, U. S. 8. See Picket Boat No. 4, U. S.

De Molay, Steamer. Mentioned 43I
Dennis, William H. See William B; Dennis, Schooner.
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Denniaon, William E. Page.

Correspondence with D. D. Porter 195,386,720

Mentioned 38, 39, 140, 192, 265, 347, 398, 567, 597, 720, 724

Bepoits of.

Annie, British steamer. Capture of, Octoher 31, 1864 38

Blockade ranners. Escape of 88

Emma Henry, British steamer. Capture of, December 10, 1864 182,183

Half Moon battery, N. C. Engagement near, January 30, 1865 713

Devena, Ed^trard F.

Correspondence with
Porter, D.D 420

Turner, J.W 634

Mentioned 40,128,142,193,400,599

Report of chasing ashore of steamer Ella, December 3, 1864 129

Devoy, Harry. Mentioned , 559

De'^ey, George. Mentioned 294

Dickenson, James. Mentioned 523

Dictator, U. S. 8.

Mentioned 39, 105, 140, 184, 192, 198, 200, 204, 399, 425, 428, 598, 639, 724

Orders for movements 205

Dillery, James. Mentioned 43

Dillon, James. Mentioned 497,504

Discher, Heniy. Mentioned 688,690

Divers, Charles. Mentioned 503

Di2on, Samuel. Mentioned 162

Dodge, Lieutenant. Mentioned 418

Doherty, Michael. Mentioned 337

Domat, M. Mentioned 795

Don, U.S.S. Mentioned 409,633,634,642,643,645,646,651

Donaly, Captain. Mentioned ' 745

Donnelly, James H. Mentioned 477

Donovan, M. J. Mentioned 574

Donovan, Timothy. Mentioned 337

Dool, Joseph. Mentioned 504

Domin, Thomas L. Mentioned -. 366,368,371-377

Doty, Towndron. Mentioned 17

" Double enders." Efficiency of. Eeport of David D. Porter 714

Dougherty, Robert. Mentioned 533

Dougherty, Thomas. Mentioned .503

Dove, Benjamin M.
Correspondence with D. D. Porter 112,201

Mentioned 39,112,140,158,192

Report ofmovements of United States vessels to and from Beaufort, N. C . . 135

Dove, Joseph. Mentioned *97

Do-wden, J. B. Mentioned 750

Doyle, Arthur. Mentioned 507

Drake, Andrew J. Mentioned 39

Drewry, C. 8. 8.

Destruction of. See Trent's Reach, Firginia. Attempted passage of obstruc-

tions in, by Confederate squadron, January S3 and Z4, 1865.

Information received from deserter concerning 102

List of officers of 692,693

Mentioned 206,659,

• 660, 665, 667-674, 678, 680, 681, 684, 686-690, 694, 750, 751, 754, 774, 788, 793

Operations in James River. See 2V«n«'» Beach, Virginia. Attempted pas-

sage of obstructions in, by Confederate squadron, January £3 and

S4, 1865.

N W B—VOL 11 53
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Page.

Driscoll, J. Mentioned
"^^^

DuBose, Captain. Mentioned "™

Duer, RufusK.
Mentioned
Beports of.

Rainbow Blnff, N. C. Expedition against, December 9-28, 1864 .... 166, 170

Shamrock, IT. S. S. Damages sustained by, at capture of Plymouth,

N.C ^
Duffy, James T. Mentioned 329

Dugan, Francis. Mentioned ^"^

Duggan, William. Mentioned 497,503,504

Dukehart, Thomas M. Mentioned 21

Dumbarton, U. S.S. Mentioned 7, 39,50,55, 140, 192,399,416,598,722

Dunbar, Duncan. Mentioned 535,536

Dunigan, Ed. J. Mentioned '^^

Dunn, Thomas C.

Correspondence with Isaac S.Sampson 132

Mentioned 40, 128, 131, 140, 192, 265, 349, 399, 437, 455, 598, 723

Reports of.

Ella, Steamer.

Chasing ashore of, December 3, 1864 127

Destruction of, December 5, 1864 132

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 . 561, 562

New Inlet, North Carolina. Attack upon Confederates at 713

Dunn, William. Mentioned *63

Dimn, William McKee. Mentioned 643

Dunnett, George Henry. Mentioned 382

Dunnington, John W.
Correspondence with H.X.Wright 677

Mentioned 671,380-382,672,679,690,745,799

Report of attempted passage of obstructions at Trent's Reach, Virginia,

by Confederate squadron, January 23 and 24, 1865 674, 689

Du Pont, Commodore. See Commodore Du Pont, U. S. Army transport.

Dutch Gap, Va. Cutting of canal at 46, 66, 69, 72, 74, 76, 77, 78, 400

Dyer, Alexander B. Mentioned 215,216

Bgan, John. Mentioned 536

East Gulf Blockading Squadron. Vessels ordered to duty in 631, 718, 720, 724

Eastman, Thomas H. Mentioned 634,643

Easton, William. Mentioned 516,517

Eckenrotb, Philip. Mentioned 489

Eddy, G. S. - Report of attack upon and capture of Fort Fisher, N. C, January

13-15, 1865 571

Edenton, N. C.

Adjournment of Confederate court at, November 8, 1864. Reports of

Josselyn, Francis 58

Macomb, W.H 57

Capture of property at. Reports of

Harrell,A. D 158

Walker, E. A 160

Edenton, N. C, Mayor of Correspondence with A. D. Harrell 159

Edith, Steamer. Mentioned 7,32

Edson, Theodore.
Correspondence with B.F.Butler 142

Mentioned 135

Edward's Ferry, N. C. Construction of Confederate vessels at 755
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Page.

Edwards, G. W. Mentioned 684

EdTvards, James. Mentioned 564

Edwards, 'William. Mentioned 689

Eggleston, Everard T.

Correspondence witli George Holmes 693

Mentioned 691

Elder, Robert B. Mentioned 626

Eldridge, Joshua H. Mentioned 39, 140, 192,399,598,723

Eliza Hancoz, U. S. Army transport. Mentioned 431, 569, 574, 575

Eliza Holmes, Steamer. Mentioned 561

EUza Neal, Schooner. Mentioned 419

Elizabeth City, N. C. Expedition to. Report of M. D. Ames 402

Ella, Steamer.

Chasing ashore, December 3, and destmotion of, December 5, 1864 126-134

Mentioned 151,416

Elmer. See Little Elmer, Sloop.

Else, N. Mentioned 794

Emerson, George. Mentioned 564

Emma, U. S. S.

Abstract log.

December 24-29, 1864 349

January 14-20, 1865 573

Captures made by 127,132

Mentioned 39,

133, 140, 192, 254, 265, 343, 348, 399, 416, 421, 428, 568, 569, 598, 723, 737, 738

Orders for movements 386

EmmaD, Schooner. Mentioned 418

Emma Henry, British steamer.

Capture of, December 10, 1864 182,183

Mentioned 744,745

Empire City, U. S. Army steamer. Mentioned 249

EngUsb, Earl.

Correspondence with

Carpenter, Thomas .— -•- 20

Holman, Samuel 176

Macomb, W.H 171

Mentioned 14, 40, 96, 104, 105, 142, 174, 181, 194, 400, 421, 599, 724

Reports of.

Perquimans River, North Carolina. Operations in 421

Plymouth, N. C. Capture of, October 29-November 1, 1864 19, 20

Rainbow Bluff, N. C. Expedition against, December 9-28, 1864 171,174

EnnelB, James D. Mentioned 322

Eolos, n. S. S.

Abstract log.

December 27, 1864 385

! Deoember28, 1864-Jannary23, 1865 570

Attack on Fort Fisher, N.C., December 24, 25, 1864 347

Captures made by 5

Chase of blockade runners 51,378

Mentioned 8,10,

39, 50, 52, 91, 136, 140, 192, 221, 254, 399, 416, 437, 455, 475, 598, 723, 738, 739

Epes, Branch J. Mentioned • 207

Epsilon, U. S. S. See Pieket Boat No. B, U. S.

Equator, C. 8. S. Mentioned 742,754,787

Errlkson, John P. Mentioned 488
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Page.

Esler, Robert. Mentioned 540

Essex, U.S.S. Mentioned 732,733

Estes, Joseph. Mentioned 522,523

Esther, John. Mentioned 547

Ethan AUen, U. S. S. Mentioned 695

Etbtidge, John. Mentioned 518

Eustia, Captain. Mentioned 741,745

Eutaw, U. S. S.

Abstract ]og, January 21-26, 1865 651

Mentioned 39, 61, 75, 140, 188, 192, 399, 598, 636, 642, 646, 650, 657, 706, 723

Euterpe, U. S. Army transport. Mentioned 431

Evans, John (Acting master). Mentioned 140, 192, 399, 597, 722

Evans, John (Coal heaver). Mentioned , 337

Evans, RobleyD. Mentioned 442,478,480,490,502,532-534

Evans, William E. Mentioned 375

Everett, Alfred. Mentioned 14,161

EweU, Richard S.

Correspondence with J. K. Mitchell 761

Mentioned 763

Ezzell, A-W. Mentioned 362

Fagan, Louis E.

Mentioned 446,452,455,511,576,585
Beport of attack upon, and captnre of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,

1865 514,582-584

Fahkee, U. S. S.

Mentioned 39,140,192,399,598,723
Orders for niovements 62

Fairbanks, 'WilUain. Mentioned 552
Faison, Ed-ward L. Mentioned 375,747
Falcon, Steamer. Mentioned 30
Parley, John. Mentioned 308
Farquhar, Norman H.

Mentioned 332,333,447,499,512,514,545,570
Report of attack upon, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C ., January 13-15,1865 546

Farragut, David Q.

Mentioned 3,637,640.657,702,716,731
Report of attempted passage of Confederate squadron, Trent's Reach, Vir-

ginia, January 23 and 24, 1865 646
Farrell, Michael. Mentioned 5I7 ^ig
Farron, John. See John Farron, V. S. Army, steamer.

Fassett, Thomas O. Mentioned 495
Faucon, Edward H.

Correspondence with D. D. Porter 66 251 384
Mentioned 39)l4l!l93

Feagan, Mr. Mentioned jgn
Fearing, Z. Mentioned goj

Febiger, John C.

Correspondence with D. b. Porter 104
Mentioned 39,141,170,193,399,598,723
Report of operations in waters of North Carolina 709 7H

Fellberg, TJlrlk. Mentioned 514* 563
Fellman, Charles. Mentioned .__. '459
Fenton, R. E. For correspondence, see New York, Governor of.
Ferguson, John. Mentioned 49O
Feraald, Charles C. Mentioned 294 509
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Page.

Femandina, Fla. Proclamation of President of United States opening port

of, to commercial intercourse 109

Ferrlll, Thomas. Mentioned 689

Field, 'William. Mentioned 280

Flnnegan, Henry. Mentioned 340

Finney, Elkanah C, jr. Mentioned 545,546

Fire vessels 768,769,783

Fisher, Arthur H. Mentioned 479

Fisher, Gteorge L. Mentioned 547

Fisher, John P. Mentioned 558

Fisher, Joseph. Mentioned ; 571

Fitzhngh, Thaddeus (?). Mentioned 699,600

Fitzpatrick, Joseph. Mentioned 132

Flag Pond Battery, N. C. See Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, Vecemher

gd-gS, 1864.

Flannlgan, James. Mentioned 532

Flint, Auguste. Mentioned 486

Flinty, Julia& Mentioned 549

Florida, C. S. S. Mentioned 736,776

Florida, Schooner. Mentioned 101

Florida, U. S. S. Mentioned 39,140,192,399

Floyd, Henry. Mentioned 561

Fogarty, Charles. Mentioned 647

Foreign men-of-'war. Movements of, in James River 110, 111, 157

Foreman, Ivey.

Appointed to command
Hampton, C. S. S 748

Torpedo, C. S. S 765

Mentioned 102,766

Forman, Andrei^. Mentioned 497,503

Fort, WUbur F. Mentioned 653,656

Fort William S. Report of attack npon, and captnre of, Fort Fisher, N. C,
January 13-15, 1865 503,504

Fort Anderson, N. C.

Engagement at, January 22, 1865. Reports of

Braine, D. L. 630

Hubert, Louis 807

Information received from deserter from. Report of Pendleton G. Wat-

mough 711

Fort Donelson, U. S. S.

Condition of 384

Mentioned 39, 53, 56, 140, 192, 399, 428, 437, 475, 486, 523, 598, 709, 723

Orders for movements 630,708

Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack npon, December 24-25, 1864.

Abstract logs of

Alabama, U. S. S 342

Britannia, U. S. S 352

Cherokee, U. S. S 347

Colorado, U. S. S 296

Emma, U.S. 8 349

Eolus,U.S.S 347

Hnrbn,U.S.S 289

Keystone State, U. S. S 350

LUian,U.8.S 348
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Port Fisher, N. C.—Continned. Page-

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864—Continned.

Abstract logs of

Malvern, U. S. S 737

Maratanza, U. S. S 341

Minnesota, U. S. S 303

Moccasin, U. S. S 347

Monticello, U. S. S 341

Mount Vemon, U. S. S 342

Nereu8,U.S.S 291

Nyack,U.S. S 279

Pawtuxet, U. S. S 323

Quaker City, U. S. S 331

Wilderness, U.S.S 344

Ammunition expended 283, 285, 300, 306, 370, 374, 441

Capture of Flag Pond battery 281,282

Casualties. ... 280, 293, 308, 313, 320, 322, 329, 335, 337, 366, 368, 370, 371, 374, 375

Communications from
Anderson, Archer 364

Armstrong, R. F 374

Bragg, Braxton 364
Breese, K. R 396
Butler, Benj. P 249-251

Navy Department, U. S 379,388,409
Porter, DavidD 249,252,314,388,401,408
Whiting, W.H. C 360

Extract from diary of

Cary, Clarence 375
Lamb, William 37I

List of United States vessels and commanding ofBcers participating
in attack 265

Minutes of bombardment, taken by O. B. McCurdy 297
Orders and instructions.

Porter, David D 245-250,251,252,318
Whiting, W.H. C 362

Reports of

Alden, James 3x7
Ammen, Daniel 309
Bache, George M 30g
Balch,J.W 343
Barnes, Henry E. __ 330
Beaumont, J.C 319,320
Bee, Benjamin F 282
Belknap, George E 277
Bragg, Braxton 360,362
Braine, D.L 283,284
Bunker, William '3OQ
Burleigh, Daniel C 280
Chandler, R 3jg
Chapman, R.T 372
Chase, Whitman 340
Clebome, C.J 309
Clitz,J.M.B !.'.'!].'.'"336,338

Colhoun, Edmund R 276
Comstook, C. B 35,^

Crafts, 8. P !!."!.!!"!!!... 344
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Port Fisber, N. C.—Continued. Page.

Attack npon, December 24-25, 1864—Continued.

UepoTts of

Cross, Robert H 300

Cullaton, John 282

Davis, John L 339

Frailey, James Madison 327

Pulton, A 260

Glisson, O.S 332-334

Qodon, S.W 325

Goodsoe, A.O 300

Gorgas, Albeit C 322

Grant, U. S 356,358

Guest, John 330

Haines, Edward L 291

Harris, T.C.. J 312-314

Hopkins, George 335

Howell, J. C 289,290

Hunter, William W 354

Huse, Samnel 351

JobuBon, John 326

Lamb, William 362,363,366

Lamson, R. H 345

Lee, Robert E 362

MaoDiarmid, John 353,354

Miller, Jos. E 327

Lanman, Joseph 297-299,301

Long, M 370

McCausland, Thomas 337

McSherry, H.F 308

Merry, John P 338

Parker, James 299

Parrott, E.G 276

Pickering, C. W 308

Pinkney, R.F 372

Poole, Francis H 354

Porter, David D 253-260,261-275,287,290

Porter, J.H 350

Potter, EdwardE 278,279

Preston, S.W 260

Radford, William 275

Ramsay, F.M 280

Reed, Allen V 323

Ridgely, Daniel B 324

Roby.F.M 373

Rushmore, William 290

Sands, B.P 331

Schenck, James Findlay 304

Selfridge, Thomas O 288

Sicard, Montgomery 315

Singleton. S 370,371

Smith, George M 291

Smith, Melancton 307,308

Steedman, Charles 327-329

Taylor, William Rogers 321

Temple, W.G - 285,287
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Port Fisher, N. C.—Continned. Page.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864—Continaed.

Reports of"

Thatcher, Henry K 293-296

Trenohard, Stephen D 340

Tmxtun, W.T 334,335

Upshur, J. H 346

Watmongh, Pendleton G 284,285

Weaver, A.W 338

Weidman, John 336

West, William C 249

Wheeler, H.K 313

Whiting, W.H.C 363,364,789

Whitmarsh, Z 327

Wiedenhein, Charles 281

Winslow, George F : 337

Wood, Ben 355,356

Young, Jefferson 319

Resolution of U. S. House of Representatives regarding bursting of

guns 359

See also Fort Fither, N, C. Correspondence concerning explosion of U. S. S.

Louisiana near, December 24, 1864. See also, orders of Porter to

commanding officers, pp. 608-612.

Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865.

Abstract logs of

Advance, TJ.S.S 569
Alabama, U. S. S 561
Aries, U. S. S 564
Britannia, U. S. S .-. 574
Governor Buckingham, U. S. S 575
Cherokee, U. S. S 567
Emma, U.S. S 573
Eolns, U.S.S 570
Howquah, U.S.S 565
Keystone State, U.S.S 562
Lilian, U.S.S 572
Little Ada, U.S.S 574
Malvern, U.S.S 738
Monticello, U.S.S 561
Nansemond, U. S. S 573
Nyack, U.S.S

"'
491

Pawtuzet, U. S. S 435
Quaker City, U. S. S . 563
Unadilla,U. S. S..... 475
Wilderness, U. S. S 5g6

Ammunition expended. 441, 467, 470, 472, 475, 476, 477, 481, 502, 507, 530, 551, 560
Casualties

442-444,466,
469, 470, 472, 477, 478, 479, 480, 483, 486, 488, 489, 490, 497, 499, 503, 504, 5OT,
508, 511, 513, 516-618, 522, 523, 525, 526, 531, 532-534, 535, 536, 540, 644, 546,
547, 549, 550, 552, 554, 555, 556, 557, 559, 560, 562, 563, 564, 571, 574, 584, 603

Communications from
Bartlett, John R 526
Commi ttee on Conduct of the War, Chairman of. 604
Fenton, R.E 459
Hoke,R.F ....!!...!!.!.!!!!! 592
Lamson, R, H 45^
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Fort Fisher, N. C—Continned. Page.

Attack upon, and captuTo of, January 13-15, 1865—Continued.

Communications from
Navy Department, U. S 457,520,712

Porter, David D 432,458,460,461,473,585,615

President, U. S 459

Terry, A. H 431,586

Extract from ofBoial diary of Colonel Lamb, commandant 596

Minutes taken on board of U. S. S. Minnesota by O. B. McCurdy 492

Minutes taken on board U. S. S. Nereus 490

Orders and instructions.

Porter, David D 425-430,456,520

Terry, Alfred H 431

Beports of

Alden, James 468

Ammen, Daniel 469,470

Bancroft, Kirk H 564

Barclay, John O'C 531

Beaumont, Horatio N 466

Beaumont, J. C 522

Belknap, George E 464

Bingham, Ed. B 559

Blake, F.B 525

Braine, D. L 478,481,482

Bree8e,K.R 446,449,451

Bre8lyn,J.C 551

Campbell, Robert 472

Cassel, Douglas 469

Chandler, E 484

Clebome, C. J 544

Clitz,J.M. B 549

Coffin, GeorgeW 543

Colhoun, Edmund E 467

Comstock, C.B 591

Cross, Eobert H 502

Crowell,J.W 556

Gushing, W.B 560,561

Cu8hman,C.H 510-514

Davis, John L 551

Dawson, L.L 576-582

Delano, William 574

Dunn, Thomas C 561,562

Eddy,G. S 571

Fagan, Louis E 514,582-584

Farqnhar, N. H 546

Fort, William S 503,504

Frailey, James Madison 534-536

Fulton, Charles C 457

Gli88on,0. 8 545

Godon,S;W 524

Gordon, G.T 594

Gorgas, Albert C 537,538

Green, F.M 573

Gnest, John 563

Hamilton, Charles H 538

HamUton,H 560
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Port Fisher, N. C—Continued. ^"Se.

Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865—Continued.

Rex>orts of

Hamilton, John W ^^°

Harris, T.C *^2

4-72
Hopkins, George *'

HoweU, J. C **"*

Hunt, Symmes H ^
Jameson,W ^^
Johnson, Henry *°^

4.79
Lamb, George

LamBon,R.H ^ ^''^

Lanman, Joseph 491-494,503-505

Louch, Abraham J ^23

Maulsby, George *^^

McClelland, J ^^
McCook, E. S *^
MacDiarmid, John 574,575

McMaster, James ^
McPherson, George E °52

MoSherry, H. F 516

Mayo, Henry O ^33

Myers, J. G ^^
Miller, Jos. E 530

Murphy, John D 546

Nichols, Ed. T *56

Nichols, SmithW 593

O'Callaghau, Edward J 549

Parker, .James 495-502

Parrott, E.G 462,463

Peake,JohnL *67

Pickering, C.W 518-522

Pierson, W.H 488

Porter, David D 432-445,448,452,457,463,520

Potter, Edward E 554

Eadford, William 461

Ridgely, Daniel B 539

Kobeson,H.B 508

Sands, B.F 547

Schenok, James Findlay 531-533,534

Selfridge, Thomas O 476-478

Sicard, Montgomery 485

Smalley, Anthony 481

Smith, Fred. K 558

Smith, Melancton 509,517

Steedman, Charles 541,545

Temple, William G 486,488

Terry, Alfred H 587

Thatcher, H.K 505,507,509,631

Trenchard, Stephen D 557

Truxtun,W. T 471

Tncker, Thomas B 572

Upshur, J. H 568

Walsh, John K 489,490

Watmongh, Pendleton G 473,475

Waugh, Edward J 529,530
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Port Fisher, N. C—Continned. p
Attack npon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865—Continued.

Reports of

Weaver, A.W 466
Weidman, John 550
Wheeler, H. K !.......!!!! 483
Whiting,W. H. C !.'........! 592,593
Williams, Charles P 543
Williams, George C 474
Wilson,W 507
Winslow, George F 55O
Wood, George H 552
Wood, J. B .".;;. 555

Young, George W.... 554,556
Resolutions of thanks.

Congress, U.S 458,459
New York, Legislature of 459-461
Rhode Island, Legislature of 460,461

Sketches 501,579
See also orders of Porter to commanding officers, pp. 608-612. Also

Report of Porter on harbor defenses, p. 726.

Correspondence concemiqg explosion of U. S. S. Louisiana near, Decem-
ber 24, 1864.

Abstract logs of

Advance, U. S. S 245
Kansas, U. S. S 244
Wilderness, U. 8. S 241-244

Communications from

Porter, David D 217,223
Wise, H. A 232,233

Decision of board of officers as to practicability 215
Extract from diary of William Lamb, commandant 245

Orders and instructions.

Navy Department, U. S 207,240
Porter, David D 217-226

Wise, H. A 217

Postponement of explosion 224,227-230

Reports of

Benton, J. G.., 214

Bradford, J. S 229

Breese,K.R 224

Davis, John L 220

Delafleld, Richard 207

Jefifers, William N 215,233-236

Porter, David D 227,240

Preston, S.W 228

Rhind,A.C 226,230-232

Statements of

Rhind,A.C 237

Rodman, T. J 236

Defense of. See Wilmington, N. C. Cape Fear River, North Carolina.

Extracts from official diary of William Lamb, commandant 90, 740-747

Preparations for attack upon.

Communications firom

Butler, B.F 150

Grant, U. 8 110,203
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Tort Fisher, N. C—Continued. ^*6e-

Preparations for attack upon—Continued.

CommunicationB from

Navy Department, U. S. . . 3, 68, 78, 81, 90, 95, 119, 120, 134, 142, 184, 203-205

Porter, David D 78, 110, 119, 134, 135, 142, 150, 182, 191, 196

Wise, H. A ^^

Orders and instructions.

Butler, B.F ^*2

Grant, U.S 1*^

Navy Department, U.S 157,197,198,205

Porter, David D '^^'

83, HI, 112, 116, 151, 152, 185, 186, 188, 189, 195, 198-202, 205

Reports of

Bragg, Braxton
'^°*

Lanman, Joseph ^^

Pettit, Charles A 1^
Porter, DavidD 124,191

Potter, Edward E 205

Whiting, W.H. C 783,784

Wise, H. A 119.124

See also Fort Fisher, N. C. Correspondence concerning explosion of U. S. S.

Louisiana near, December 24, 1864.

Preparations for second attack upon.

Communications &om
Bree8e,K.E 396

Grant, U.S 392,394,403,404

Porter, David D 388,392,401,405,408

Navy Department, U. S 391,396,402,403,411

Sherman, W.T 397,612

Orders and instructions.

Grant, U.S 40*

Navy Department, U. S 406,412

Porter, DavidD 390,401,407,416

Keports of

Berrien, J. M • 411

Porter, David D 406,413

Sands, B.P 409

Fort Jackson, U. S. S.

Abstract log, October 29, 1864 10

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 331

Attack on, and capture of Fort Fisher, N. C ., January 13-15, 1865 444, 547-549

Captures made by 5,7

Mentioned 11, 39, 54, 55, 1 11, 140, 192, 246, 247, 254-256, 265, 312, 328, 332,

345, 399, 426, 428, 437, 455, 490, 514, 533, 534, 541, 570, 598, 714, 718, 724, 736

Movements of 409,642

Orders for movements 185,186,378,379,603,719

FoBsett, Iioring H. Mentioned 19,168,175,178

Foster, Amos P. Mentioned 39, 97, 140, 192, 194, 399, 598, 722

Foster, Francis. Mentioned 497,504

Foster, Oustavus. Mentioned 692

Foster, Henry H.
Mentioned 39, 71, 140, 181, 192, 398, 597, 618, 711, 712, 722

Reports of.

North Carolina. Operations in waters of 418

Rainbow Bluff, N. C. Expedition against, December 9-28, 1864 166

Washington, N. C. Attempted expedition to, November 5, 1864. . .. 48
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Page.

Foster, James. Mentioned 506

Foster, John G. Mentioned 397,628

Foster, Lyman L. Mentioned 679,693

Foster, P. A. Mentioned 376

Foster, Sidney M. Mentioned 691

Fowler, F. C. Mentioned 302

Fo\7ler, Joseph. Mentioned 514

Fox, OeorgeL. Mentioned 660,661

Fox; Oustaviis V.
Correspondence with

Butler, B.F 78,81,90,95

Fulton, Alexander 260,403

Fulton, C.C 457

Grant, U.S 60,

203, 379, 388, 403, 409, 411, 603, 605, 614, 635, 637, 638, 640, 641, 694, 695, 697

Navy Department, U. S 713

Navy yard, Norfolk, Va., Commandant of 694

Philadelphia Press 204

Porter, D. D 28, 68, 77, 78, 81, 116, 119, 120, 124, 134, 142, 182, 184, 190, 207

Rodgers, J 197,204,205

Trenchard, S. D 702

Wood,W.W.W 105

Mentioned 96,124,146,215,216,359,641,643,703

Foy, Charles H. Mentioned 558

Frailey, James M.
Correspondence with D.D.Porter 111,604,606

Mentioned 40,142,193,265,400,437,500,599,724

Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N.C.
Attack upon, Decemher 24-25, 1864 327

Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 534-536

Francis, William. Mentioned 541

Frankle, Jones.

Correspondence with W. H. Macomb 93,168,170,171

Mentioned 165-167,170,177,179,180,712

Franklin, Charles, L. Mentioned 330

Fredericksburg, C. S. S.

Information received from deserters concerning 102,382,383

List of officers of 691

Mentioned 101, 206, 664, 665, 667, 669, 671, 672, 674, 677, 681-685,

693, 748, 751, 753, 754, 759, 761, 765, 766, 768, T73, 778, 779, 782, 788, 793, 811

Operations in James River, Virginia. See Trent'a Beach, Virginia.

Attempted paaiage of ob8tructiona in, by Confederate squadron, Jan-

uary ZS and S4, 1865.

Shepperd, F. E., appointed to command , 795

Freeman, Charles. Mentioned 497,504

Freeman, Joseph. Mentioned 514,564

Fremont, Charles H. Mentioned 537

French, TVilliam F. Mentioned 372

Fritz, Jesse H. Mentioned 356

Frost, Oeorge VT.

Correspondence with D.D.Porter 708

Mentioned 437,598,723

Ordered to assume command of guard ship off New Inlet, North Carolina . 630, 708
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Fry, Agnes C. See Agnet C. Fry, Steamer. Page.

Pry, Isaac N. Mentioned 545

Pry, Joseph. Mentioned 788

Fuller, Franklin G. Mentioned 514

Fnllerton, °V7illiam. Mentioned 523

Fulton, Alexander.
Correspondence -with G. V. Fox 403

Report of attack upon Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24, 25, 1864 260

Fulton, Charles C.

Mentioned 204

Report of attack upon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,

1865 457

Pulton, U.S.S. Mentioned 212

Furey, John. Mentioned 627

Purgison, Randolph. Mentioned 561
Pyffe, Joseph P. Mentioned 39, 97, 140, 192, 399, 598, 617, 652, 723

Gallagher, Joseph P. Mentioned 18
Gallagher, Richard. Mentioned 514,553
Galena, U. S. S. Mentioned 596

GaUego, Schooner. Correspondence regarding raising of.. 761, 763, 783, 793, 797, 800
Gait, Francis L.

Correspondence -with Mneaa Armstrong 374
Mentioned 761

Gamma, U. S. S. See Picket Boat No. 3, U. S.

Gardiner, Henry R. Mentioned 558
Garfield, W. H.

Correspondence with D. D. Porter 49
Mentioned 39,140,192,398,724

Garvin, Benjamin P. Mentioned 294
Gaivin, William. Mentioned 227
Gaskill, Silas. Mentioned 794
Gauley, Thomas.

Mentioned : 664,802,805
Relieved of command of Semmes Submarine Battery 806

Gayle, R. H.
Correspondence with Navy Department, C. S 621,623
Mentioned ___ 7^

Gelett, Jos. S. Report of capture of British steamer Blenheim, Janaary 25,
1865 700

General Berry, U. S. Army transport. Mentioned 165
General Lyon, U. S. Army transport. Mentioned 431 573
General McCleUan. See McClellan, U. S. Army trantport.
General Putnam, ' U. S. S. Mentioned 39, 61, 140, 192, 399, 598, 636, 642, 723, 736
George, Edward P. Mentioned 158
Georgia, C. S. S. Mentioned "

742
Georgia. Military affairs in. Report of John S. Barnes 695
Georgia, Schooner. Seizure of 402 407 410 418
Georgiana McCaw, British steamer. Mentioned 50 51 385
Gerrard, Lewis. Mentioned 095
Gertrude, Steamer. Mentioned 30
Getty, Helen. See Helen Getty, U. S. Army transport.

* Indexed in preceding volames as 'WUliam G. Patnam.
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Gettysbvirg, U. S. S. Page.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 345

Attack on, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865 . . . 443, 570, 571

Captures made by 137,701

Chase of blockade runners 54

Mentioned 39,53,56,97,136-140,192,226,241,244,

254, 255, 265, 350, 399, 436, 442, 450, 499, 514, 559, 563, 598, 700, 702, 723, 737

Orders for movements 421

Rodgers, John, appointed to command 719

Gibbon, John. Correspondence with William A. Parker 633, 634

Oibbs, P. H. Mentioned 690

Qifford, John. Mentioned 278

Gift, G. W. Correspondence Avith K. F. Pinkney 767

Oildersleeve, Alonzo. Mentioned 562

Gill, Emmet F. Mentioned 690

Gillam, William. Mentioned 322

Gillespie, 'Willlain. Mentioned 472

Gillette, Robert H. Mentioned 436,442,571

Gilley, John H. Mentioned 599,724

Gillmore, Quincy A. Mentioned 409

Gilmer, Jeremy F.

Correspondence with W. H. C. Whiting 360

Mentioned 753,761

Ginbertier, Louis. Mentioned 497,504

Gixard, Gautherin & Co. Mentioned 776

Giraud, Henry E. Mentioned 489

Glance, U.S. S. Mentioned 39,140,192,399,598,710,723

Glassell, 'William T. Mentioned 745

Glisson, Oliver S.

Correspondence with
Farqnhar, N. H 546

Murphy, John D 546

Porter, D.D 62,117,185,378,379,429,430,603

Mentioned 40, 86-88, 98,

141, 193, 257, 260, 265, 343, 345, 346, 351, 353, 400, 437, 455, 549, 558, 599, 723

Reports of.

Blockade runners. Bscape of 28, 30, 42, 85

Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 332-334

Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 545

Lucy, Steamer. Capture of, November 2, 1864 44

Goberty, Martin. Mentioned 472

Gobiight, Lawrence A. Mentioned 409

Godfrey, L. B. Mentioned 514

Godon, Sylvanus W.
Correspondence with

Barclay, John O'C 531

Blake, F.B 525

Johnson, John 326

Navy Department, U. S 58

Porter, D.D 608

Wangh, Edward J 529

Mentioned 40,46,141,193,265,400,437,453,599,724

Reports of.-

Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 325

Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 524
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Page.

Qoetchius, . Mentioned 7**

Gtoldey, Thomas H. Mentioned 554

Oolding, Thomas. Mentioned *71

Goldsborough, Edmund E. Mentioned 691,753

Ooodridge, 'William A. Mentioned 293

Goodsoe, A. O. Report of attack npon Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25,

1864 300

Goodwin, R S. Correspondence with D. D. Porter 627

Good'vryn, Matthew F.

Correspondence with J.K.Mitchell •. 762,810

Mentioned 664,804

Gordon, G. T. Keport of attack upon, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C, Jan-

uary 13-15, 1865 594

Gorgas, Albert C. Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864., 322

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 537, 538

Gormley, Crawford H. Mentioned 691

Governor Buckingham, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25,1864 353-355

Attack on, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865 574, 575

Engagement with Confederates near Half Moon battery, N.C 617

Mentioned 39, 125, 140, 154, 192, 254, 265, 352, 399, 437, 455, 484, 566-569, 598, 723

Orders for movements 108

Gragg, WilUamP. Mentioned 192,399,598,723
Graham, Charles K. Mentioned 250,698,710
Graham, John (Landsman). Mentioned 562
Graham, John (Marine). Mentioned 470
Graham, Robert. Mentioned 21
Graham, Robert P. Mentioned 372,747
Grand GultU.S.S. Mentioned 39,140,192,399,421
Granite, U. 8. Sloop.- Mentioned 39, 98, 140, 192, 399, 598, 723
Grant, Mr. Mentioned 417
Grant, Ulysses S.

Correspondence with
Blake, H.C 641
Butler, B.P I49
Fox.G.V !!!."."."!! 60

203, 379, 388, 403, 409, 411, 603, 605, 614, 635, 637, 638, 640, 641, 694, 695, 697
Lanman, .T 543
Navy Department, U. S 391,392,635,721,722
Navy yard, Norfolk, Va., Commandant of 639
Parker, W. A 636,638
Porter, D.D 110,155,394,401,404,405,432
Terry, Alfred H 4O4
War Department, U. S 640
Woodward, T.J g40

Mentioned .------.........., ... ........ 96 10.5

106, 119, 120, 188, 204, 268, 271, 274, 275, 396-398, 406, 408, 411, 412, 415^ 513'

612, 637, 639, 643, 645. 650, 651. 654, 657, 694, 697, 703, 721, 732, 736, 740, 798
Report of attack npon Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 356 358

Graves, Charles J.
'

Correspondence with J.K.Mitchell 77O glO
Mentioned..

664,672,690^804
Graves, George W.

Mentioned 39,141,188,193,399,598,723
Report of inspection of light-houses , I43
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Page.
Graves, William A. Mentioned 769 811
Oreeley, Horace. Mentioned 685
Gkeen, Francis M.

Correspondence with

Delano, William 574
Porter, D.D 720

Mentioned 39,82,141,437,724
Reports of.

Blenheim, British steamer. Captare of, January 25, 1865 700
Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865. 573

Green, James. Mentioned 132
Green, James. Mentioned 518
Green, James G. Mentioned 15,181,398,597,722
Green, LevL Report of attempted passage of obstructions at Trent's Reach,

Virginia, by Confederate squadron, January 23 and 24, 1865 648
Green, VT. G. Mentioned 744,745
Green, William G. Report of W. T. Truztun regarding gallantry of 42-44

Green Cay. Expedition to. Report of Daniel B. Ridgely 199

Greene, Edward K. Mentioned 442,522,523

Greenbcw, Rose O., Mrs. Mentioned 741,743

Gregory, F. H. Correspondence with
Lay,J.L 415

Porter, D.D 143

Gregory, Samuel S. Mentioned 772

Gresham, Zachariah. Mentioned 561

Grice, J. W. Mentioned 679,689

Griffin, George B. Mentioned 39,140,192,399,598,722

Griffin, Samuel L. Mentioned 514,534,535

Griffith, Milton. Mentioned 39,126,140

Griffiths, John. Mentioned 545

Griggs, William W. Mentioned 772

Griscom, John S. Mentioned 319

Grissom, Rob. Mentioned 741

Grissom, W. J. Mentioned 744

Grover, Cuvier. Mentioned 612

Grozier, William XT. Mentioned 724

Guest, John.

Correspondence with
Bancroft, K.H 564

Jameson,W • 563

Porter, D.D 117,186,607,629

Mentioned 141, 192, 256-258, 265, 319, 336, 399, 437, 598, 723

Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 330

Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 663

Iosco, U.S. S. Condition of 84

Kansemond River, Virginia. Operations in 184

Sybil, British schooner. Capture of 80,84

Gunnett, Robert Mentioned 536

Gntner, Henry. Mentioned 618

G-wynn, Thomas P. Mentioned 690

Gwynn, Upton B. Mentioned 747

G'wynn, Walter (?). Mentioned 744

N W B—VOL 11 54
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Page.

H. Liviugtone, U. S. Army transport. Mentioned — 431

Hackney, Benjamin F. Mentioned 479

Hadden, George "W. Mentioned 192,399,598,722

Hagan, George. Mentioned 479,481

Haggerty, John. Mentioned 497,504

Hagood, Johnson. Mentioned 251,357,595,596

Haines, £dward L.

Mentioned 289,290,292,489

Report of attack npon Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 291

Hale, John. Mentioned 535,536

Hale, Thomas G. Mentioned 18

Hale, W.K. Mentioned 772

Half Moon Battery, N. C.

Attack upon Confederates near, Jannary 19, 1865. Report of John Mac-
Diarmid 617

Engagement near, January 29, 1865. Report of William E. Dennisou 713

Halifax, N. C. Construction of Confederate vessels at 755

Hall, . Mentioned 213

Hall, Charles. Mentioned 169

Hall, George. Mentioned 564
Hall, Samuel.

Mentioned 31,155

Reports of.

Annie, British steamer. Capture of, October 31, 1864 38
New Inlet, North Carolina. Expedition in 30

Halleck, Henry W. Mentioned 397

Halstead, George N. Mentioned 691
Hamil, A. J. Mentioned 691

Hamilton, Charles H.
Mentioned 537
Report of attack upon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, Jannary 13-16,

1865 538
Hamilton, Henry.

Mentioned 558
Report of attack upon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,

1865 560
Hamilton, James A. Mentioned 723 739
Hamilton, John W. Report of attack, upon and capture of. Fort Fisher,

N. C, January 13-15, 1865 555
Hampton, C.S. S.

Butt, Walter R., appointed to command 766
Foreman, Ivey, appointed to command 748
Information received from deserter concerning 102
List of ofiBcers of ggj^

Mentioned 206
382, 668, 669, 671, 672, 677, 680, 682-684, 689. 693, 750, 754, 789

Operations in James River, Virginia. See Trent'* Beach, Virginia. At-
tempted passage of obstructions in, by Confederate squadron,
January $S and S4, 1865.

Shepperd, F. E., ordered to relieve J. S. Maury of command of 788
Wilson, J. D., ordered to relieve F. E. Shepperd of command of 795

Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Lanman, Jos., appointed to command in 610
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Hampton Roads, Virginia—Continaed. Page.

Movements of United States vessnls to and from.

Orders and instructions.

Navy Department, U. S 29,58,75,103,136,694

Porter, David D 60,401,596,603, 604, 607-612, 698, 719
Reports of

Belknap, G.E 69

Berrien, J.M 67
Howell, J. C 197

Lanman, Joseph 616

Porter, David D 28,49,79,134,143

Radford, William 616

Thatcher, Henry K 631

Operations in.

Orders and instractions, David D. Porter 10,190

Report of Ed. T.Nichols 395

Schenck, James F., succeeds Joseph Lanman in command 724

Hampton Roads, Virginia., Senior Naval Officer. Correspondence with
D.D.Porter '.

401,644

Hancoz, Eliza, See ElUa Hancox, U. S. Army tranaport.

Hancock, 'Winfield S. Mentioned 262

Handy, Frederick A. G. Mentioned 690

Hannon, James. Mentioned 794

Hans, Peter. Mentioned 132

Hansa, Steamer. Mentioned 745

Hansom, Isaiah. Mentioned '. 645

Harbor defenses. Report of D. D. Porter concerning 726

Harcourt, Thomas. Mentioned 497

Harcourt, U.S.S. Mentioned 39,141,192,399,598,723

Hardaway, Robert A. Meationed 666

Hardee, 'William J. Mentioned 288,696

Hardeman, 'William D.

Correspondence with
Hubert, Louis 134

Hedrick, John J 133,768

Mentioned 369

Hsurdlng, 'W. T. Mentioned 692

Hardy, WilUam H. Mentioned 691,812

Hargous, Peter J. Mentioned 18

Harlow, Robert B. Mentioned 562

Harlowe, Albert Zl. Mentioned 470

Harrell, Abram D.
Correspondence with

Edenton,N.C., Mayor of 159

Macomb, W.H 121

Simpson, G.L 174

Walker, E. A 160

Mentioned 39, 55, 121, 140, 181, 192, 387, 398, 597, 722

Reports of.

Edenton,N.C. Capture of property at 158

Pitch Landing, N. C. Expedition to, December 2-6, 1864 121-123

Rainbow Bluff, N. C. Expedition against, December 9-28, 1864 172

Harrell, A. D , et al. Correspondence with W. H. Macomb 171

Harrell, Joseph. Mentioned 356

Harrington, Patrick. Mentioned 559

Harris, Abraham 'W. Report of condition of U. S. S. Saco 203

Harris, C. M. B. Mentioned *83
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Page.

Harris, Ira, jr. Mentioned 442,532,533

Harris, T. A.
Correspondence Trith Thomas B. Tucker 572

Mentioned 39, 141, 192, 348, 399, 437, 572, 598, 723

Harris, Thomas C.

Correspondence with

Porter, D.D 314,614

Wheeler, H.K 313,483

Mentioned 40,142,194,265,400,437,455,599,724

Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 312-314

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack npon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865. 482

Harrison, Henry. Mentioned 541

Harrison, William. Mentioned 514

Harrison, William D.

Mentioned 672,690,753,761

Report of attempted passage of obstructions at Trent's Beach, Virginia, by
Confederate squadron, January 23 and 24, 1865 688

Harrison, William H.
Mentioned 15,17

Report of darmages sustained by U. S. S. Shamrock at capture of Plymouth,

N. C 16

Hartford, U.S.S. Mentioned 3

Harvest Moon, U.S.S. Mentioned _ 628

Haskell, Forbes F. Mentioned . 343

Haskell, William G. Mentioned 165,168

Haskins, John A. Mentioned 497

Haswell, John H. C. Mentioned 503

Hatch, JohnF. Mentioned 696

Hattaa'way, . Mentioned 160

Hathaway, Henry F. Mentioned 193,400,599,724
HathaTvay, William R. Mentioned 19
Hattie. See Little Hattie, Steamer.

Hattie Xi. Virheeler, Brig. Mentioned 139
Hawk, Steamer. Mentioned 747
Havrkins, Charles. Mentioned 227
Hawkins, JohnL. Mentioned 504
Hawks, Francis T. Mentioned 740,741
Haztun, Milton. Mentioned 40,141,193,399,598,724
Hay, Samuel. Mentioned 507
Hayden, Joseph. Mentioned 544
Hayes, Jacob L. Mentioned 39,40,599,724
Hayford, Frederick S. Mentioned 507
Haynie, Hancock H. Mentioned 39, 141, 193, 399, 598, 723
Hays, Charles W. Mentioned 102,754,765 772
Hays, Feter.

Mentioned 39,140,192,399,598,722
Reports of operations in York River, Virginia 599, 600, 710

Hays, William L. Mentioned 653 657
Heard, Joseph. Mentioned 319
Heath, Byron 8. Mentioned 663
Hubert, Louis.

Correspondence with
Hardeman, William D 134
Hedriok, John J 133
Whiting, W, H. C !!!..!!...!!!."!!.... 784
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Hubert, Louis—Continued. p
Mentioned

365,369,740-744,746,747,788
Reports of.

• > >

Cape Pear River, North Carolina. Operations in 799

801, 802, 803, 805, 807, 809, 810
Ella, Steamer. Chasing aahore of, December 3, 1864 134

Hedriok, John J.

Correspondence -with William D. Hardeman 133 768
Mentioned j3^
Report of chasing aahore of steamer Ella, December 3, 1864 133

Helen, Steamer. Mentioned gl3 741
Helen Getty, U. S. Army transport. Mentioned 736
HeUotrope, U. S. S.

Mentioned 39,141,192,399,598,634,723
Orders for movements 633

Hellen, Clifton. Mentioned 548
Henderson, Alexander.

Mentioned 633,650,651
Reports of

James River. Drawings of torpedo boat raised in 707
Sangas, U. S. S. Injuries to, resulting from engagement with Battery

Dantzler, Va ^ I47
Henderson, M. & E. See M. 4- E. Henderson, Schooner.

Henkey, Hiram J. Mentioned 470,516,518
Henry, Emma. See Emma Henry, British steamer.

Henry, Patrick. See Patrick Henry, C. 8. S.

Henry Brinker, U. S. S.

Mentioned 39, 61, 140, 153, 188, 192, 194, 399, 598, 632, 718, 723
Movements of 143
Operations in King's Creek, Virginia 717

Henry W. Johnson, Schooner. Mentioned 207

Henton, "W. Stephen. Mentioned 489

Hero, U.S.S. Mentioned 347

Henick, Edward.
Correspondence with Navy Department, U. S 60

Mentioned 193,400,599,724

Hertford, IT. C. See Perquimans Biver, North Carolina.

Hetzel, U.S.S. Mentioned 39,98,141,192,399,598,723

Hewett, 'WilllamN. W. Mentioned 743,745

Hewlett, 'White. Mentioned 531

Hews, 'William B. Mentioned 337

Hicks, Marine. Mentioned 533

Hicks, Oeorge A. Correspondence with Henry L. Abbot 659

Higgins,Mr. Mentioned 190

Hill, Ambrose P. Mentioned 171

Hill, James H.
Correspondence with 'William Lamb 362, 363, 366, 505, 787

Mentioned 365,369,504,596,741,743,747

Hill, John. Mentioned 329

Hill, Lewis R. Mentioned 691

Hill,Paot. Mentioned 743

Hilton, Edward. Mentioned 295

Hindman, Isaac. Mentioned 490

Hlnes, John: Mentioned 549

Hinkelman, Joseph. Mentioned 563

Hlnnegan, 'William. Mentioned 227
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Ilobbs, James. Mentioned 173

Hodges, Lafayette 'W. Mentioned 691

Hoffinan, John D. Mentioned 507

Hoke, Robert F.

Correspondence with A. Anderson 592

Mentioned 170, 171, 251,271,272, 357, 360, 361, 365, 508, 588, 591, 799, 801

Reports of operations in Cape Fear Eiver 800,801,803

Holbrook, John A. Mentioned 326

Holcombe, Mr. Mentioned 741

Holman, Samuel. Report of casaalties on hoard U. S. S. Wyalnsing, result-

ing from expedition against Rainbow Bluff, N.C 176

Holmes, Eliza. See Eliza Holmes, Steamer.

Holmes, George. Correspondence with E. T. Eggleston 693

Holt, Jacob. Mentioned 329

Holt, 'William H. Mentioned 517

Holten, George. Mentioned 483

Hood, John B. Mentioned 397

Hopkins, George.

Mentioned 471

Reports of.

Commodore Hull, U. S. S. Casualties on hoard of, at capture of Ply-

mouth, N.C 24

Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attacl:: upon. December 24-25, 1864 335

Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 472

Hopkins, J. B. Mentioned 93

Hornet, C. S. S.

Mentioned 382,664,669,672,677,683,684,685
Operations in James River, Virginia. See also Trent's Reach, Virginia.

Attempted passage of obstructions in, by Confederate squadron,

January SS and 24, 1865.

Sinking of 810
Horton, James. Mentioned 313
Horton, William F. Mentioned 737,739
Hosford, William S. Mentioned 334,471
Houghton, JohnF. Mentioned 160
Houston, Andrew. Mentioned 424
Houston, Robert T. Mentioned 18
Howard, J. Correspondence with J. K. Mitchell 762
Howard, Martin. Mentioned 21 472
Ho-weu-d, William. Mentioned 308
Howell, John C.

Correspondence with
Haines, E. L 291
Porter, D.D .'.!".'..'!!!'..!!'.".!'. 605
Eushmore, William 290
Smith, G.M 291
Walsh, John K 489,490

Mentioned 40,141,265,291,353,437,455,490,724
Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 289 290
Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 488

Hampton Roads, Virginia. Arrival of U. S. S. Nereus in 197
Hewlett's, Va. See Battery Dantzler.
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Ho'wquah, U. S. S. Page.

Abstract log, December 24, 1864-Jaiiaary 19, 1865 566
Attack on Fort Fisber, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 343
Chase of blockade rannerg 34,56,80,87
Mentioned 31,34,36,39,52,62,67,70,86,99,100,125,

126, 140, 154, 192, 254, 265, 332, 352, 353, 399, 421, 561, 562, 565, 598, 723, 739
Hoyt,U.S.S. Mentioned 39,98,141,192,399,598,723
Hubbard, John H. Mentioned 359
Hudglns, Albert Q.

Correspondence with J. K. Mitchell 808
Mentioned 664,691

Hudson, J. H. Mentioned 152
Hudson, 'William O. Mentioned 647

Huey, Samuel B. Mentioned 483
Hughs, John. Mentioned 549

Hull, Charles P. Mentioned 241
Hull. Commodore. See Commodore Sull, U. S. S.

Hull, Joseph B. Mentioned 95
Hunchback, U. S. S.

Abstract log, January 22-29, 1865 652
Mentioned 39,61,

75, 97, 140, 156, 188, 192, 399, 598, 636,642,645,647,649,650,656,698,723
Orders for movements 617

Hunt, Corporal. Mentioned 661

Hunt, Alex. T. Mentioned 102

Hunt, Robert. Mentioned 518

Hunt, Symmes H.
Correspondence with E. J. O'Callaghan 549

Mentioned 547

Report of attack npon, and captare of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,

1865 548

Hunter, Bamm L. Mentioned 365

Hunter, Ferdinand S. Mentioned 793

Hunter, 'William 'W. Report of attack npon Fort Fisher, N. C, December
24-25,1864 354

Huntington, Thomas B. Mentioned 624

Huron, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C ., December 24-25, 1864 288, 289

Attack on, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865.. 443, 476-478

Captures made by 128

Mentioned 39,69,131,140,

192, 246, 255, 265, 399, 425, 427, 437, 438, 475, 598, 704, 705, 708, 723, 738, 739

Orders for movements — 68

Hurst, Iiogan. Mentioned 424

Huse, Samuel.
Mentioned 39, 128, 130, 140, 192, 265, 352, 398, 574, 599, 724

Reports of.

Ella, Steamer. Chasing ashore of, December 3, 1864 129

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 351

Husted, Riobeurd G. Mentioned 313

Hutchins, 'Wells A. Mentioned 393

Hutchinson, Calvin G. Mentioned 479

Hutchinson, Henry M. Mentioned 717

Hutchinson, Shadarack. Mentioned 561

Idaho, U. S'. Army transport. Mentioned 431
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Indiana Troops. Mentioned. Infantry—Regiments : 13th, 589. Page.

Ingalls, Rufus. Mentioned -

Iosco, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-2.5, 1864 330

Attack on, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C, Jannary 13-15, 1865.. 443, 563, 564

Captures made by ^'^
Condition of

Mentioned 39, 141, 184, 192, 246, 247, 254, 255, 257, 265, 286,

319, 324, 331, 336, 399, 426, 437, 471, 514, 518, 561, 598, 705, 708, 715, 723, 739

Movements of

Orders for movements 111,117,186,607,629

Ironsides. See New Jronaides, U. S. S.

Isaac N. Seymour, U. S. S.

Mentioned 39,141,189,192,399,598,600,632,710,723

Orders for movements ^°"

Isaac "Wells, Steamer. Mentioned 596,741

Ives, Thomas Poynton. Mentioned 215

Jackaway, Joseph A. Mentioned 39, 140, 192, 399, 598, 723

Jackson, Gteorge. Mentioned 742,743

Jackson, James. Mentioned ^°
Jackson, John. Mentioned 497,504

James Adger, U. S. S. Mentioned 39,141,192,398

James, WiUlam H.
Correspondence -with W. H. C. Whiting 785

Mentioned -
"*

'

Jameson, 'William.

Mentioned - - 330, 563

Eeport of attack upon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N.C., January 13-15, 1865 564

James River, Virginia.

Construction of Confederate vessels in 754,755

List of Confederate vessels and ofiBcers serving in 690-693, 754-756

List of United States vessels in, November 12, 1864 61

Obstruction of 790,796-799

Operations in.

Abstract log of the U.S.S. Malvern 763

Communications from

Bemey, A 9

Butler, B.F 96

Kell, John Mcintosh 804

Lay, John L 415

Navy Department, C.S...1 758,759,797,803

Mitchell, John K 747-749, 752-754, 756, 761, 762,

765, 766, 770-775, 777-784, 789, 790, 791, 794, 795, 800, 802, 804-806, 810, 811

Ord,E.O.C 707

Pickett, G.E 808

Porter, David D 77,96

Movements of foreign men-of-war in 110, 111, 157

Orders and instructions

Mitchell, John K 748,752,760,

762, 763, 765, 767-769, 772, 773, 774, 780, 788, 793, 795, 806, 807, 808, 810-812

Navy Department, C. S 804

Navy Department, U. S 703,708

Porter, David D 4,

28, 41, 44, 55, 75, 90, 103, 116, 120, 135, 153, 156, 185, 190, 395
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James River, Virginia—Continued. Page.

Operations in—Continued.

Reports of

Berrien, J. M 718

Henderson, Alexander 707

Kerens, James H 717

Lanman, Joseph 703,704,710,717
Mitchell, John K 749-751, 757, 759, 771, 778, 790,796, 798

Morgan, Thomas 706

Navy Department, C. S 755,756

Nichols, Ed. T 61,72-74,76,194

Parker, John H 763

Parker, William A 45,

101, 103, 106, 116, 155, 156, 188, 199, 204, 379-383, 400, 412

Porter, David D 72,155

Eadford, William 698,704,710

Read, Charles W 797

Shepperd, P.E 782

Simmons, J.W 706

Smith, Francis W 808

Wanden,M.E 206

Wharton, A. D 764

Wilson, William Francis 760

See also Battery Dantzler; Deep Water light-house; Dutch Gap, Virginia;

Trent's Beach, Virginia.

Parker, William A., relieved of command of United States vessels in 637, 638

Radford, William, ordered to assume command of James River Division . 639, 645

Sketch of 73

James River Squadron.
Deficiencies of complements of vessels of 753,781,783

Listsof officers of vessels of 690-693,754

JameavUle, N. C. Reconnoissance to. Report of H. N. T. Arnold 71

Jarvls, William B. Report of attempted passage of obstructions at Trent's

Reach,Virginia, by Confederatesquadron, January 23 and 24, 1865 648

Jarvls, William R. Mentioned 690

Jeffers, Byron. Mentioned 739

Jeffera, William N.
Mentioned 119,124,134,215,217,220,230,236,237,239,605

Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C. Practicability of destruction of, by exploding ves-

sel loaded with powder 215

Louisiana, U. S. S. Preparation of, for explosion off Fort Fisher,

N.C 233-236

Jenkins, James B. Mentioned 535,536

Jenkins, John T. See John T. Jenkins, Tug.

Jenkins, Oliver !•. Mentioned 772

JohnDawBon, Steamer. Mentioned 746

John Farron, U. S. Army steamer. Mentioned 144,166

John Ii. Lookwood, U. S. S.

Captures made by 402

Mentioned 39,98,141,193,399,598,697,723

JohnT. Jenkins,* Tug. Purchase of 158

Johnson, Mrs. Mentioned 36

'Afterwards Q. S. S. SafEron.
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Page.

Johnson, Bartlett S. Mentioned 793,794

Johnson, Charles C. Mentioned 122

Johnson, Henry. Report of attack upon, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C,
January 13-15, 1865 -- 486

Johnson, Henry W. See Henry W. Johnson, Schooner.

Johnson, J. Henry. Mentioned 371

Johnson, James. Mentioned 538

Johnson, James C. Mentioned 160

Johnson, James H. Mentioned 538

Johnson, John.

Mentioned 524

Report of attack upon Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1884 326

Johnson, John O. Mentioned 23

Johnson, Mortimer L. Mentioned 294,506

Johnson, Richard. Mentioned 794

Johnson, William. Mentioned 497,504

Johnson & Higglns. Mentioned 207

Johnston, Mr. Mentioned 418

Jones, C. Lucian. Mentioned 772

Jones, Charles (Seaman). Mentioned 533

Jones, Charles (Marine). Mentioned 541

Jones, Commodore. See Commodore Jones, U. S. S.

Jones, Qeorge. Mentioned 532

Jones, J. Pembroke.
Correspondence with W. H. C. Whiting 362

Mentioned 754,756,786,800
Jones, J. VT. Mentioned 479
Jones, John D. Mentioned 514
Jones, Paul. See Paul Jones, U. S. S.

Jones, Thomas (Quartermaster). Mentioned 308
Jones, Thomas (Coxswain). Mentioned 545
Jones, William (Ordinary seaman). Mentioned 329
Jones, William (Seaman). Mentioned 554
Jones Creek, Virginia. Operations in 703,704
Josselyn, Francis.

Correspondence with Alex. C. Stuart 24
Mentioned 14,15,39,57,140,192,398,597,722
Reports of.

Edenton, N. C. Adjournment of Confederate court at, November 8,
1864 58

Plymouth, N. C. Capture of, October 29-November 1, 1864 22
Joynes, J. J. Mentioned 794
Judge, P. Mentioned 794
Juniata, U. S. S.

.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 321, 322
Attack on, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865. . . 444, 537, 538
Mentioned 39,141,192,246,254,256,265,321-324,

332, 336, 345, 359, 399, 426, 437, 455, 514, 534, 535, 539, 598, 601, 620, 724, 738
Orders for movements c\±

Kansas, U. S. S.

Abstract log, December 18-24, 1864 244
Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 ] ] ] 284, 285
Attack on, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865 ... 443, 473I475
Chase of blockade runners , gg 154
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Kansas, U. S. 8.—Continued. . Tage.

Mentioned 30-32,34-

39, 62, 66, 70, 80, 85-88, 92, 99, 113, 124, 126, 141, 192, 221, 226, 229, 241, 242,

246, 254, 255, 265, 399, 409, 425, 427, 437, 455, 471, 598, 699, 706, 723, 738, 739
Operations in Cape Fear Eiver, North Carolina 711
Orders for movements 220,225,383,629

Seams, Ed. Mentioned 519
Keating, James. Mentioned 564

Keating, John. Mentioned 531

Keenan, J. A. Mentioned 689

Kegal, "Will. Mentioned 534

Kehoe, Thomas. Mentioned 518

Keith, . Mentioned 786

Keith, Melville C. Mentioned 614,571

Kell, John Mcintosh.
Correspondence with J.K.Mitchell 804

Mentioned 671,672,678,679,685,691,808

Beport of attempted passage of obstrnctions at Trent's Reach, Virginia,

by Confederate squadron, January 23 and 24, 1865 673, 689

Kelly, C. M. Mentioned 371

Kelly, Daniel. Mentioned 507

KeUy, James. Mentioned 514,553,554

Kelly, John N. Mentioned 368

Kelly, Patrick. Mentioned 472

Kemble, Edmund.
Mentioned 31,36,37,40,141,193,399

Report of capture of British steamer Annie, October 31, 1864 33

Kempton, Silas W. Mentioned 545

Kennahan, James. Mentioned 517

Kennedy, WiUlam. Mentioned 322

Kennett, Ferdinands. Mentioned 672,690

Kennon, Beverly.

Correspondence -with J.K.Mitchell 778

List of officers and men detailed for special service under 793, 794

Mentioned 207, 671, 677, 748, 774, 777-779, 793, 794, 799, 805

Kent, IievTis A. Mentioned — 18

Kerens, James H.
Mentioned 39,140,192,194,399,723

Report of expedition to King's Creek, Virginia 717

Kemer, John. Mentioned 320

Kerr, 'WiUiam A. Mentioned 754

Kerrigan,' Thomas W. Mentioned 786

Kevill, Thomas. Mentioned 206

Keyser, Edward S.

Mentioned 40,192,347,385,399,437,455,570,598,723

Report of escape of blocliade runner 378

Keystone State, U. S. S.

Abstract log.

December 20-28, 1864..... 350

January 14, 16, 1865 562

Chase of blockade runners ^3

Conditonof 63

Mentioned 39, 141, 192,221,222,245,254,

256, 265, 331, 342, 348, 353, 355, 399, 421, 426, 481, 598, 615, 620, 628, 723, 739

Orders for movements 386,389,614
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Page.

Kidder, Benjamin H. Mentioned 294,447,508

Kilty, A. H. Correspondence with U. S. Navy Department 694

King, Frederick T. CorreBpondence with D. D. Porter *07

King, LillebridgeB. Mentioned 294

King's Creek, Virginia. Torpedoes found in. Keports of

Kerens, James H "'^

Lanman, Joseph

Kinesland Bar. James River. Correspondence regarding obstructions in. .. 790-
^

792,795,796

Kinker, David. Mentioned ^^
Kinston,N. C. Confederate ram at. Report of W. H. Macomb 72

Kirby, Cornelius. Mentioned - ^^O

Klrkland, 'William VT. Mentioned 251,271,357,363

Kltts, Alonzo. Mentioned ^"

Klaln, John. Mentioned 497,504

Knight, . Mentioned 3^"

Knox, Captain. Mentioned "*^

Know, Blljah. Mentioned ^^
Koonts, J. "W. Mentioned 356

L. and R. Smith, Schooner. Loss of, November 23, 1864 95

Laokllson, James B. Mentioned 691

Laddy, John. Mentioned 293

Lady Sterling, Steamer.

Capture of, October 28, 1864 &-9

Mentioned ^^

Lafferty, Barney. Mentioned 552

Lafitte, J. B. Mentioned 741,743,744

Laigbton, Alfred S. Mentioned 442,571

Laird, 'W. L. Mentioned 607

Lakln, Daniel W. Mentioned 197,560

Lakin, Bd'vrard. Mentioned 664, 668, 684, 688

Lamb, ColoneL See Colonel Lamb, Steamer,

Lamb, George. Report of attack upon, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C,
January 13-15, 1865 479

Lamb, TVUllam.
Correspondence with

Hill, James H 505,787

Long,M 370

Roby,F.M 373

Singleton, S 370,371

Whiting, W. H. C 787

Extracts from official diary of 90, 245, 371, 596, 740-747

Mentioned .... 90, 364, 371, 375, 377, 378, 436, 450, 457, 504, 585, 591, 594, 596, 740, 777

Report of attack upon Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 362, 363, 366

Lambert, James R. Mentioned 517

Lamkin, William A. Mentioned 691

Lamphere, A. Mentioned 794

Lamson, R. H.
Correspondence with

Eddy.G.S 571

Rhind, A. C 450

Mentioned 39,140,192,226,227,229

238, 239, 241-245, 255, 259, 265, 399, 435, 442, 447, 455, 498, 499, 553, 571, 598

Proposition of, to destroy C. S. steamers Tallahassee and Chickamanga ... 97
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Lamaon, R. H.—Continued. Page.

Reports of.

Armstrong, British steamer. Capture of December i, 1864 137, 138

Blockade runners. Escape of 54
Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 345

Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 570

Lane, George W. Mentioned 424

Lanfare, Robert O. Mentioned , 558

Langbam, . Mentioned 745

Langbome, James K. Mentioned 664,690

Langley, Jcunes. Mentioned 564

Langtbome, Amos R. Mentioned 398, 437, 455, 561, 597, 722

Langwortby, Lyman. Mentioned 174

Lanier, —. Mentioned 745

Lanman, Joseph.

Appointed to conunandin Hampton Roads 610

Correspondence with
Bunker, William 300

Cross, Robert H 300,502

Fassett, Thomas Odion 301

Fort,W.S 503

Goodsoe, A. 300

Grant, U.S 643

Hays, Peter 710

Navy Department, U. 8 641,643,697,703

Parker, James 299,495,502

Mentioned 39, 141, 193,265, 303, 399, 437, 452,499, 598, 603, 642, 698

Relinquishes command in Hampton Roads 724

Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 297-299,301

Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 491-494, 503-605

Preparations for attack upon 196

Hampton Roads, Virginia. Arrival of U. S. S. Minnesota in 616

James River, Virginia. Operations in 703, 704, 710, 717

Trent's Reach, Virginia. Attempted passage of obstructions at, by
Confederate squadron, January 23 and 24, 1865 638, 640, 643

Lanning, Thomas F. Mentioned 356

Lardner, Lynford. Mentioned 353

Lasher, OUver. Mentioned 142,194,400

Latham, Charles H. Mentioned 365,595

Latham, Turner. Mentioned • 24

Latson, John R. Report of attempted passage of obstructions at Trent's

Reach, Virginia, by Confederate squadron, January 23 and 24,

1865 647

La^ey, Thomas. Mentioned 287

Lay, John L.

Correspondence with

Gregory, F.H 415

Porter, D-D 185

Stone, C.H 653

Mentioned 193,199,400,412,599,656,724

Reports of attempted passage of obstructions at Trent's Reach, Virginia,

by Confederate squadron, January 23 and 24, 1865 654
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Page.

Laycock, Thomas F. Mentioned 326,524

Layton, Charles. Mentioned ^"
LaytoD, James T.

Correspondence with J. K. Mitchell "1
Mentioned ^^

Lee, O. W.'Custis.

Correspondence with J. K.Mitchell 663

Mentioned 750,752,762,763,772

Lee, Hugh. Mentioned 471,472

Lee, Robert X!.

Correspondence with

Mitchell, J.K 747,765,780,804

Whiting, W. H. C 593

Mentioned 357,612,620,696,773,779,792,798,806

KepoTts of.

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 362

Poplar Point, N. C. Engagement at 181,182

Lee, Roberts. Mentioned 39,140,192,399,598,722

Lee, SamuelP. Mentioned 59,98,756,784

Lee, S. S.

Coirespondence with

Bradford, W.L 667

Mitchell, J.K 664,

749, 752, 753, 761, 764, 766, 771, 773, 775, 781, 784, 794, 795, 800, 802, 810, 811

Mentioned 803

Leitcb, S. G. Report of engagement of Federal ironclads with Battery

Dantzler, Va., December 5, 1864 . : 149

Lemon, William. Mentioned 483

Lenapee, U. S. S.

Mentioned 500,695,723,740

Orders for movements - 412

Lenfest, James. Mentioned 541

Leno, Jacob. Mentioned 423

Leonard, Oeorge. Correspondence with D. D. Porter 152

Leventhorpe, Collett. Mentioned 181, 182

Lewis, JohnE. Mentioned 18,168,169,178

LbtitIb, Nicholas H. Mentioned 691

LeTvls, William. Mentioned 531
Libby, Captain. Mentioned 90,371,741,744
Libert, J. A. Mentioned 812
Lieutard, Faul. Mentioned 320
Lilac, U. S. S. Mentioned 39,141,193,399,598,723
LiUan, U. S. S.

Abstract log, December 24-27, 1864 348
Attack on, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865 572
Captures made by 700
Mentioned

^ 39
54, 67, 92, 141, 192, 254, 356, 399, 428, 437, 565, 568, 598, 702, 718, 723, 737

Orders for movements 421 614
Lincoln, Abraham. For correspondence, see President, U. S.

Lindsay, Edward. Mentioned 537
Linton, Edward. Mentioned 812
Lipscomb, John P. Mentioned 691
Lipscomb, Thomas J. Mentioned 593
Lisle, Robert P. Mentioned 278,465
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Little Ada, U. S. S. p^g^
Abstract log, January 13-15,1865 574
Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 344
Mentioned 39

141, 193, 242, 265, 304, 399, 416, 428, 437, 455, 484, 598, 723, 737
Orders for movements , 5g 2OI

Little Elmer, Sloop. Capture of 58 59
Little Hattie, Steamer.

Entrance of, into New Inlet, North Carolina, November 23, 1863 84-90
Mentioned 32,44,371,741,744,746

Little, Robert. Mentioned 506
Littlepage, William B. Mentioned 692
Livingston, Gteorge B. Men tioned 39, 140, 193, 398, 597, 722
Lloyd, Clinton. Mentioned 359
Loan, Benjamin P. Mentioned 238
Locke, George F. Mentioned 331
Lock^vood, Annie. See Annie Lockwood, Steam yacht.

Lockwood, John L. See John L. Lockwood, U. S. S.

Lockwood, Tom. Mentioned 744
Long, Montgomery.

Mentioned 368,747
EeportofattacknponFortFlsher.N.C, December 24-25, 1864 370

Longmain, Thomas. Mentioned 383

Longshaw, 'William.

Death of. See under Mentioned.

Disposition of body of 603

Mentioned 442,447,448,495,496,497,500,503

Longstreet, Jeunes. Mentioned , 381,666
• Lonquest, Miles P. Mentioned 518

Lonsdale, William. Mentioned 497,504

Lord, JoBn C. Mentioned 483

Lord, Levi W. Mentioned 18

Lord, Timothy H. Mentioned 295

Loring, Henry W. Mentioned 479

Louch, Abraham J.

Mentioned 442,522

Report of attack upon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,

1865 523

Louisiana, U. S. S.

Correspondence concerning explosion of, near Fort Fisher, N. C, Decem-

ber 24, 1864 .- 207-245

Mentioned 39, 69, 78, 82, 98, 119, 124, 141, 153, 191, 254, 255, 259, 273, 441, 736, 737

Orders for movements 79,83,152

Loury, Jacob. Mentioned 514

Lovick, W. Mentioned 613

Low, Benjamin O. Mentioned 241

Lowood, . Mentioned 213

Lowry, Reigart B.

Correspondence with D.D.Porter 10

Mentioned 40,141

Loyd, Richard. Mentioned 533

Lucas, Fr2mk. Mentioned 227

Lucy, Steamer.

Capture of; November 2, 1864 44

Mentioned 37,108,741

Ludbig, Robert. Mentioned 466
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Ludlow, Benjamin C. ^'S*-

Correspondence with E.T.Nichols ^
Mentioned ^

Iiundt, WllUam O.

Mentioned 39,140

Bepoits of.

Blockade runners. Escape of "'

Lady Sterling, British steamer. Capture of, October 28, 1864 5

Lynch, Domlnick.
Correspondence with

Parker, W. A 634

Wise HA - ^^^

Mentioned..'..!.'.'"!!."!.'." 40,53,141,153,193,400,724

Lynch, Thomas J. Mentioned - 536

Lynch, "William r. Mentioned 288,756

Lyne, 'Wilmer D. Mentioned 540

Lynz, Steamer. Mentioned '^^3

Lyon, AmosM. Mentioned 739

Lyon, General. See General Lyon, U. S. Army transport.

Lyons, Sichaid. Mentioned 546

M. Small, Schooner. Mentioned • 218

M. & E. Henderson, Schooner. Mentioned 695

McAdams, John. Mentioned -- --- 535,536

McBlair, 'William.

Correspondence with J.K.Mitchell 811

Mentioned 691

McBride, Thomas. Mentioned 320

McCallum, John. Mentioned .--. - 571

McCann, J. B. Mentioned 794

MoCann, Michael. Mentioned 516,517

McCarty, Charles. Mentioned 547

McCarty, J. Mentioned 794

McCarty, Patrick. Mentioned 547

McCauley, Michael. Mentioned 470

McCausland, Thomas. Report of attack upon Fort Fisher, N. C, December
24-25,1864 337

McCaw, Georgiana. See Georgiana McCaw, British steamer.

McCleary, Andrew. Mentioned 289

McClellan, U.S.Army transport. Mentioned 431,574,738

McClelland, James.
Mentioned 293,294

Report of attack upon, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,

1865 506

MoCollough, Thomas. Mentioned 507

McCook, Roderick S.

Mentioned 277,278,464

Report of attack upon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,

1865 465

McCormick, James. Mentioned 329

McCoy, Francis. Mentioned 488

McCurdy, O. B. Minutes of bombardment of Fort Fisher, N. C.

December 24-25, 1864 297

January 13, 1865 492

McCutchen, JohnF. Mentioned 558

McDermot, Thomas. Mentioned 550

McDermott, J. C. Mentioned 689
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Page.

McDermott, James. Mentioned 320

MacDiarmid, John.

Correspondence with

Hunter, William W 354

Poole, F.H 354

Porter, D.D 108

Mentioned 39,140,192,265,399,437,455,598,723

Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 353, 3R4

Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 574, 575

Half Moon battery. Attack upon Confederates near. 617

McDonald, Edward. Mentioned 561

McDonald, Edwin A. Mentioned 193,400,599,723

McDonald, J. L. Mentioned 690

McDonald, Jamea. Mentioned 518

McDonald, John (Ordinary seaman). Mentioned 479

McDonald, John (Landsman). Mentioned 518

McOill, WilUam. Mentioned 553

McGrath, James. Mentioned 549

McOrath, Patrick. Mentioned 488

McGregor, Charles. Mentioned 537

Machin (or Machen), B. C. Mentioned 691

McKay, John. Mentioned 497,504

McKean, Edward. Mentioned - 691

McKenna, John. Mentioned 717

Mackey, John. Mentioned 518

Mackinaw, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 319, 320

Attack on, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865.. 444, 522, 523

Captures made by 125,139

Mentioned 40,136,141,157,193,246,254-

256, 265, 304, 330, 359, 399, 426, 437, 442, 455, 519, 598, 702, 705, 715, 723, 738

Orders for movements 64, 200

McKinley, Samuel. Mentioned 472

McKinnon, Iiuther. Mentioned 375,743

McLane, William G. Mentioned 343

McLaren, George. Correspondence with J.K.Mitchell 788

McLaughlin. Robert "W. Mentioned 159,418,419

Maclay, William W. Mentioned .328

McLean,. William H. Mentioned 18

McLeod, John. Mentioned 507

McMarony, Hugh. Mentioned 24

McMaster, James. Report of attack upon, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C,

January 13-15, 1865 540

McMillen, James. Mentioned 329

McNair, Frederick V. Mentioned 537

McNeil, Thomas. Mentioned 514,553

Macomb, David B. Mentioned 278,464

Macomb, Henry A. Mentioned 15

Macomb, William H.
Correspondence with

Ames, M. D *02

Amoid,H.N.T 17,71,162

N W B—VOL 11 55



866 INDEX.

Macomb, 'WilUam H.—CoDtinned. Page.

CoTTespondence with

Barrett, G.W 24

Barton, Philip H 16

Brooks, John A. J 168,169,424

Duer,Eufu8K 15,166,170

English, Earl 19,20,174,422

Febiger.J.C 709,711

Foster, H. H 48,166,418

Frankle, Jones 93, lft5, 167, 168, 170, 171

Harrell,A.D 121,122,158,172

Harrell, A. D., et al 171

Harrison, William H 16

Hopkins, George . 24

Josselyn, Francis 22,58

Porter, D.D 26,

64, 79, 83, 105, 115, 139, 172, 187, 391, 387, 410, 417, 424, 425, 616, 725

Trnxtnn, W. T 21

Mentioned 12,26,

27, 40, 64, 104, 105, 141, 158, 160, 163, 166, 176, 193, 400, 422, 599, 615, 724

Recommended for advancement for distingnished conduct at capture of

Plymouth, N.C 27

Reports of.

Albemarle, C.S. ram. Construction of 60

Edenton, N. C. Adjonmmentof Confederate court at, Novembers, 1864 57
Georgia, Schooner. Seizure of 407

Kinston, N. C. Confederate ram at 72
New Berne and Plymouth, N.C. Protection of 697
Neuse River, North Carolina. Obstructions and Confederate ram in . . 618

North Carolina.

Disposition of vessels serving in waters of 98
Operations in waters of 9, 50, 95, 144, 410, 413, 417, 421

Philadelphia, Steamer. Capture of, January 10, 1865 422
Pitch Landing, N. C. Expedition to, December 2-6, 1864 121
Plymouth, N. C.

Capture of, October 29-November 1, 1864 11, 12-15
Operations at 57 $4

Rainbow Bluff, N. C.

Expedition against, December 9-28, 1864 160, 163-165, 167, 174, 177
Proposed expedition against 152

Roanoke River, North Carolina.

Confederate defenses of 82
Expedition for destruction of Confederate ram in 618
Operations in 55,65,69,93

Safety of Lientenant Cushing's signal book 92
Washington, N. C. Evacuation of, by Confederates 82

McPherson, Edward. . Mentioned 359
McPberson, Qeorge B. Report of attack upon, and capture of, Fort Fisher,

N. C, January 13-15, 1865 552
McSherry, H. P. Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 308
Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 516

McWilliams, George W. Mentioned 488
Madison, James. Mentioned 5g3 554
MafBtt, John N. Correspondenco with Navy Department, C. 8 ..., 769 775
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Magaw, Samuel. Page.
Correspondence with Navy Department, U. 8 412
Mentioned 39^695

Mahon, John. Mentioned 547
Mahoney, Thomas. Mentioned 322 538
Mahopac, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 278, 279
Attack on, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865 466
Criticism of, by D. D. Porter 600,602
Engagements with Battery Dantzler, Va.

November 29, 1864 106
December 6, 1864 148

Mentioned . 40
116, 141, 144, 145, 147, 15.5, 156, 193, 198, 201, 254, 255, 259, 265, 275, 331, 342^

376, 399, 425, 428, 433, 438, 455, 461, 464, 547, 598, 620, 638, 724, 736. 738, 739
Movements of 45 81
Orders for movements 111,185,205,378,379,605,606

Maiea, William H. Mentioned 485,499
Maillefert, Benjamin. Mentioned 46,53,66,634,654
niallen, Joseph. Mentioned 503
Malvern, U. S. S.

Abstract log, November 26, 1864-February 1, 1865 736-740

Casualties resulting from assault on Fort Fisher, N. C 443
Cushing, William B., detached from 384
Mentioned 4,5,9,12,26,31,33,37,

40,45,58,60,64,70,72,75,77,79,83, 90-92,96, 110-113, 115, 116, 120, 121,

131, 136, 139-141, 143, 144, 152, 158, 160, 163, 172, 187, 189, 191, 193, 195, 196,

198, 201, 202, 219, 220, 222, 224-229, 240, 245, 247-249, 251-254, 261, 263, 265,

268, 272, 279, 287, 290, 311, 314, 321, 328, 331, 339, 341, 343, 348, 349, 352, 356,

378, 383, 385, 387, 388, 290, 391, 399, 401, 405, 406, 409-411, 413, 414, 416, 417,

424, 425, 427-429, 432, 434, 436, 442-446, 448, 449, 451, 452, 456-459, 473, 475,

514, 520, 525, 538, 540, 548, 552, 560, 563, 565, 566, 570, 573, 585. 598, 600, 604-

609, 611, 615, 630, 642, 644, 696, 700-702, 704, 708, 714, 718, 721, 723, 725, 726

Movements of 103,106

See also Fort Msher, N. C. Attack on, December Z4-S5, 1864.

Occupation of Confederate works at mouth of Cape Fear River and
Smithville, N. C 618-628

Manning, Edward.
Correspondence with D. D. Porter 56

Mentioned 39

Maratanza, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 341

Attack on, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865 554-557

Captures made by 127,131

Chase of blockade runners 50,151

Mentioned 40,52,

130, 141, 193, 246, 265, 330, 353, 390, 391, 399, 416, 426, 437, 569, 598, 617, 723

Occupation of Confederate works at month of Cape Fear River and

Smithville, N. C 618-628

Marsden, William. Mentioned 549

Marshall, Beach & Root Mentioned 741,745

Martin, U. 8. S. Mentioned 40, 43, 98, 141, 193, 399, 598, 652, 723

Martin, James. Mentioned 483

Martin, ShultzB. Mentioned 329

Marvin, Joseph D. Mentioned 400,311

Maiy, Schooner. Capture of, December 3, 1864 125,126
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Page.

Mary Elizabeth, Schooner. Mentioned 14*

Mason, Schooner. Mentioned 695

Mason, Chas. T.

Correspondence with J.K.Mitchell 789

Mentioned 791,800

Mason, Ebenezer P. Mentioned 659

Mason, Thomas. Mentioned - 485

Mason, Thomas. Mentioueii 683,691

Mason, William P. Mentioned 382, 668, 670, 675, 688, 6! (0, 751

Massachusetts Troops. Mentioned. Artillery, Heavy—Regiments : 2d, 168,171,177.

Massasoit, U. S. S.

Engagement in Trent's Reach, James River, January 24, 1865 647, 649

Mentioned 40, 75, 76, 141, 193, .399, 598, 636, 642, 646, 653, 656, 698, 723

Orders for movements 617

Masters, A. Wallace. Mentioned 692

Mattabesett, U. S. S.

Mentioned 40, 64, 136, 141, 170, 193, 399, 598, 697, 709, 711, 723

Orders for movements 104, 184

Matberson, J. W.
Mentioned 664,684,798

Report of attempted passage of obstrnctions at Trent's Reach, Virginia, by
Confederate squadron, January 23 and 24, 1865 685

Matthews, J. K. P. Mentioned 689

Maulsby, Greorge. Report of attack npon, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C,
January 13-15, 1865 469

Maumee, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 316
Attack on, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1864 484
Mentioned 39,99,

101, 141, 154, 193, 246, 254, 265, 399, 425, 427, 437, 455, 567, 598, 705, 723, 738
Maunder, Samuel H. Mentioned 289
Maury, John B. Mentioned 559
Maury, John S.

Mentioned 102,748,754,766
Relieved of command of C. S. S. Hampton 788

May, Captain. Mentioned 744 747
Mayer, William H. Mentioned 514,551 552
Maynadier, William. Mentioned 215
Mayo, Sergeant. Mentioned 745
Mayo, Henry O.

Mentioned. 532
Report of attack npon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,

1865 533
Mead, Zacharia. Mentioned 337
Meade, Henry C. Mentioned 709
Meadows, John. Mentioned 24
Meads, James. Correspondence with J. K. Mitchell . .

.
'. 771

Meads, R. J. (?) Mentioned 759 311
Meeker, E. P. Mentioned 294 576 583
Meigs, Montgomery C. Mentioned '1O9
Mellach, Emanuel.

Correspondence with D. D. Porter 166 392 398
Mentioned..... .....' 597^722

MempWs, Tenn. U. S. Treasury Department circular authorizing trade at . . 113
Mendota, U. S. S. Mentioned 28, 40, 41, 44, 46, 47, 53, 61, 66, 72, 75, 76, 141,

153, 155, 156, 188, 193, 194, 395, 399, 419, 598, 642, 643, 651, 704, 706, 707, 723
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Page.
Meroedlta, U.S.S. Mentioned 40,141,193,399,421,598,724
Merchant, Robert Mentioned 40
Merithe'w, George A. Mentioned 607
Merry, John P.

Mentioned 490,502,549,550
Report of attack upon Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 338

Miami, U.S.S. Mentioned 40
61, 75, 141, 143, 155, 156, 188, 193, 399, 598, 636, 642, 646, 656, 723

Midlam, Samuel C. Mentioned 18 igi 162 177
Millard, David T. Mentioned 372
Miller, Charlea (Sailmaker's mate). Mentioned 132
Miller, Charles (Acting ensign). Mentioned 571
Miller, Frederick. Mentioned 278
Miller, Henry. Mentioned 472
Miller, John. Mentioned 549
Miller, Joseph E.

Mentioned 32g
Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 . . 530
Fort Fisher, N. C . Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 327

Miller, Joseph N. Mentioned 276 463
Miller, IVicholaa. Mentioned 320
Miller, Tom. Mentioned 743
Milligan, J. P. Correspondence with J. K. Mitchell 782, 802
Milliken, "William H. Mentioned 329
Mills, Charles. Mentioned 496
Minchener, Joseph. Mentioned 691
Mingo, U.S.S. Mentioned 695
Minkof^ .Theodore. Mentioned 526,531
Minnesota, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 297-304

Attack on, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865 444, 491-505

Mentioned 39,141, 193,196,244,246,

248, 254, 255, 257, 258, 265, 309-311, 319, 325, 331, 344, 382, 399, 426, 437, 438,

442, 452, 513, 514, 560, 594, 598, 603, 638, 641-643, 703, 717, 724, 736, 738, 739

Movements of 616

Orders for movements 610,613,698

Minor, Robert D. Correspondence with J. K. M itchell 760, 804

Mintzer, Prederick "W. Mentioned 72,194,400,599,723

Miot, Ede (Paul ZSmile) Correspondence with D. D. Porter 157

Missroon, J. S. Report of bursting of guns in attack on Fort Fisher, Decem-
ber 24-25, 1864 359

Mitchell. J. K.
Correspondence with

Alexander, E. P 796

Alexander, J.W 680,692

Alexander, J. W., et al 767

Bell, Thomas P 686,765,773

Bowman, Isaac 788

Bradford, W.L 789

Brooke, J.M 753,756,775,779

Bntt, Walter R 681,692,772

CeDas,H 762

Dnnnington,J.W 674,689,690

Ewell,R.S 761
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Mitchell, J. K.—Continued. Page.

Correspondence with

Foreman, Ivey , 748,765

Goodwyn,M.P 762,810

Graves, C.J 770,810

Harrison, W.D 688

Howard, J 762

Hndgins,A.G 808

Kell, J. Mcintosh 673,689,804

Kennon, B '
- 778

Layton,J.T 811

Lee,G.W.C 663

Lee, R.E 747,765,780,804

Lee, S. S. . 664, 752, 753, 761, 766, 771, 773, 775, 781, 784, 794, 795, 800, 802, 810, 811

McBlair,W 811

McLaren, George 788

Mason, Charles T 789

Meads, James 771

MilUgan,J.F 782,802

Minor, R.D 760,804

Navy Department, C. S ; 665,758,759,797,803,804

Parker, J. H 763

Parker, W.H 783

Peters, J. A 811

Hckett,G.E 666,668,749,772-774,777,805,806,808

Bains, GabrielJ 748

Eead,C.W 683,752,797,810

Robb,E.G 783,811

Rootes, Thomas R 768,793
Scott, H.H ^. 811
Shepperd,F.E 677,689,691,769,782,788
Shepperd, F. E., et al 795
Shippey.W.F 780
Skinner, E.C 811
Smith, F.W 805,808
Smith, G.W 806,810
Smith, P.W 687,688,807,810
Stevens, W.H 753,790,791
Trigg, Daniel 793
Tucker, L.M 763
Turner, James gH
Wall, W.H '.'.'.."!".!."'678,692

Webb, William A 748
Wharton, A. D 764,769,774,795
Williamson, John A. G 810
Wilson, J08.D 682,691
Wilson, William P 760

Mentioned 101,382,690,754,755,790
Reports of.

James River, Virginia. Operations in. 749-751, 757, 759, 771, 778, 790, 796, 798
Trent's Reach, Virginia. Attempted passage of obstructions at, by

Confederate squadron, January 23 and 24, 1805 663, 668-673
Mot^aok Bay, Virginia. Captures made in. Reports of

Campbell, D.A 59
Porter, David D 5g
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Moccasin, U. S. S.

Abstract log, December 23-28,1864 ^47
Mentioned 92,125, 129, 141, 154, 193, 225, 244,'265, 3W,\s99,'4i6,'428,'598,'625, 723
Oiders for moYements ooc

Mohican, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N.C., December 24-25, 1864 309-312
Attack on, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865.". 444, 469, 470
Mentioned 39, 98, 100, 101, 112, 113, 141, 193, 246, 254, 255, 257,

265, 399, 425, 428, 437, 455, 502, 514, 516, 518, 598, 620, 631, 724, 736, 738, 739
Orders for moyements 82 ipg gng

Monadnock, U. S. S. ' '

Attack on Fort Fisher, N.C., December 24-25, 1864 276
Attack on, and capture of Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865 462, 463
Criticism of, by

F<«. GV 105
Porter, D.D 68,600-602

Mentioned 28, 40, 49, 106, 141, 193, 198, 254, 255, 259, 265, 275, 324,
331, 376, 399, 425, 428, 433, 438, 455, 461, 464, 479, 598, 615, 620, 724, 736-738

Movements of. gw

Orders for movements 58,185,186,200,378,614
Monitors. Practical working of. Report of David D. Porter 600
Montank, U. S. Army transport. Mentioned 431
Montauk, U.S.S. Mentioned 696 723 740
Montgomery, J. B. For correspondence, see Navy yard, Walking ton, D. C,

Commandant of.

Montgomery, Robert. Mentioned 227
Montgomery, U. 8. S.

Attack on, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865.. 443, 561, 562
Attack upon rifle pits near New Inlet, North Carolina, January 29, 1865 .. 713
Mentioned 40

137, 141, 193, 246, 248, 399, 426, 437, 442, 455, 498, 514, 538, 545, 598, 723, 737
Orders for movements 66,251 384

Monticello, U. S. S.
'

Abstract log, December 27, 28, 1864 385
Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 341
Attack on, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865 . . 443, 560, 561
Cnshing, William B., ordered to command 384
Mentioned 39,45,86,

99, 141, 154, 193, 197, 246,254,255,353,399,416,426,437,455,598,723,737
Occupation of Confederate works at mouth of Cape Fear Eiver and Smith-

ville, N. C 618-628

Orders for movements 421,703
Moody, Thomas M. Mentioned 679,689
Moody, William. Mentioned 142,193,400,599,724
Moore, . Mentioned 693
Moore, Captain. Mentioned 744
Moore, Edward.

Correspondence with J.K.Mitchell 795
Mentioned 671,690,753,783

Moore, Stephen. Mentioned 470

Moran, Charles. Mentioned 547

Moran, James. Mentioned 489

Moras, Patrick. Mentioned 517,584

Morgan, B.en. See Ben Morgan, U. S. thip.

Morgan, Nathaniels. Mentioned 21,334
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Morgan, Thomas. Page.

Mentioned 652

Report of raising of torpedo boat in James Kirer 706

Morris, Commodore. See Commodore Morris, U. S. S.

Morris, Frank B. Mentioned 349

Morris, George U. Correspondence with Navy Department, Q. S 416

Morris, John. Mentioned 535,536

Morris, William. Mentioned 794

Morse, U.S. S. Mentioned 40,141,193,399,421

Morshad, Francis. Mentioned , 547

Morton, J. F. Correspondence with D.D.Porter 393

Mosher, William. Mentioned 647

Mount Vernon, U. S. S.

Abstract log, December 24, 25, 1864 342

Mentioned 29,30,40,141,193,246,265,399,598,723

Mount W^ashington, U. S. S. Mentioned 40, 141, 193, 399, 598, 632, 723

Movirry, George. Mentioned 424

Moyler, James E. Mentioned 690

Mulford, Abraham B. Mentioned 39,192,398,597,722

Mulina, Peter. Mentioned 689

Mulkeen, Michael. Mentioned 571

Mullan, Horace E. Mentioned 290,489

Mullen, Joseph. Mentioned 497

Mullln, Anthony T.E. Mentioned 226,227,239,244,254

Munn, Andre'W. Mentioned 508

Mimn, Daniel. Mentioned 365,368

Munroe, Benjamin F. Mentioned 489
Murdaugh, John W. Correspondence with J. K. Mitchell 767
Murphy, Daniel S. Mentioned 464

Murphy, James. Mentioned 689

Murphy, John D. Beport of attack upon, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C,
January 13-15, 1865 546

Murphy, Patrick. Mentioned 812
Murphy, 'William. Mentioned 552
Murray, Captain. Mentioned 745
Murray, Daniel. Mentioned 174
Murray, Patrick. Mentioned 489
Myers, . Mentioned 451
Myers, Henry. Mentioned 490
Myers, J. G. Eeport of attack upon, and capture of, Port Fisher, N. C, Jan-

nary 13-15, 1865 506
Mystic, U. S. S.

Mentioned 40,141,193,399,598,710,723
Orders for movements 44

Nagle, Augustus F. Mentioned 626
Nansemond, C. S. S.

Bell, Thomas P., appointed to command 765
Butt, Walter K., appointed to relieve Thomas P. Bell of command of. .. 772, 773
Information received from deserter concerning 102
List of officers of

^ gg2
Mentioned 102,206,383,

665, 667, 669, 671, 672, 674, 675, 679, 681, 683, 686, 687, 693, 750, 751, 754, 774
Operations in James River, Virginia. See also, Trent's Beach, Virginia.

Attempted passage of obstruotums in, ly Confederate squadron, Jan-
uary SS3 and 14, 1866.
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ITansemond, U. S. S. Page.

Abstract log, January 13-15, 1865 , 573

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 350

Captures made by 130

Mentioned 40,50,128,141,193,221,242,243,

254, 255, 265, 331, 399, 416, 428, 429, 437, 455, 535, 567, 572, 599, 723, 737, 739

Occupation of Confederate works at month of Cape Fear Eiver and Smith-

ville, N.C 618-628

Nansemond River, Virginia. Operations in. Report of John Gnest 184

Nashville, Term. U. S. Treasnry Department circular authorizing trade at . . 113

Navy Department, C. S.

Correspondence with
Gayle,K.H 621,623

Maffitt.J. N 769,776

Mitchell, J. K 663, 665, 668, 669, 750, 757-759, 771, 778, 790, 796-798, 803, 804

Pinkney,E.F 372

Semmes, R 784

Wood, John Taylor 667

Report of operations from April 30 to November 5, 1864 754

Navy Department, IT. S.

Correspondence with

Baker, F.H 626

Barnes, J. S 103

Beaumont, J. C 125,157

Caldwell, C. H. B 138

Colhonn,E.R 146

Dennison, William E 182

Farragut, D. G 646

Fox,G.V 713

Gelett,Jos.S 700

Glisson, O. S 44

Godon,S.W 58

Grant, U.S 391,392,635,721,722

Gnest, John 80

Harrell,A.D 123

Herrick, E GO

Howell, J. C 197

Kilty, A. H 694

Lamson, E. H 137

Lanman, Joseph 616,638,640,641,643,697,703,704,717

Lnndt,W. O 5

Macomb, W. H 11,12,27,415

Magaw, Samnel 412

Morris, G.U *16

Navy yard, Norfolk, Va., Commandant of 406, 412, 638, 639, 657

Navy yard, Washington, D. C, Commandant of 605

Nichols, E.T 456,645

Ord,E.O.C "^^

Porter, D. D 5,

9, 12, 26, 31, 45, 49, 58, 60, 64, 72, 75, 79, 81, 94, 108-110, 113, 118, 119, 131,

134, 136, 140, 143, 144, 157, 158, 160, 163, 182, 191, 195, 202, 227, 240, 253, 254,

261-272, 287, 290, 385, 396, 406, 407, 411, 413, 421, 432-436, 444, 445, 448, 452,

457, 458, 520, 600, 613, 618, 623, 631, 633, 658, 700, 702, 712, 714, 718, 721, 726

Parker, W. A 637,642

Pickering, C.W 518,521

Pickering, Thomas 384
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Navy Department, U. S.—Continued. Page.

Coirespondence with

President, U. S 3

Preston, S.W 260

Eadford, WiUiam 616, 639, 645, 646, 698, 708, 710

Rhind,A.C 237

Rodgers, John 198,204

Smith, Frank 34

Spicer, WiUiam P 191

Stoedman, Charles 29,544

Temple, William G 188

Thatcher, H.K 631

Trenchard, S. D 75

Trnxtnn,W. T 42

Unshnr, J.H 626

Wade, B. P 604

War Department, U. S - *02

Wells. P. S 8

Werden, Reed 29

Navy 7ard, Norfolk, Va., Commandant o£

Correspondence with

Fox, G. V 694

Grant, U. S 639

Navy Department, U. S 406,412,638,639,657

Pickering, C. W 613

Porter, D.D 111,183,189,390,393,629

Wise, H. A. 217

Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C. Preparations for second attack upon 411

James River, Virginia. Operations in 718

Monadnock, U. S. S. Movements of 6,67

Navy 7ard, Washington, D. C, Commandant of. Correspondence with

Navy Department, U. S 605

Neal, Ijliza. See Eliza Neal, Schooner.

Neil, John. Mentioned 227

Neil, Thomas O. Mentioned..- 514

Neill, C. H. Mentioned 562

Nelson, . Mentioned 380

Nelson, Pilot. Mentioned . 157

Nelson, Lavrrence J. Mentioned 761,783

Nelson, Thomas. Mentioned 795

Nemetz, Otto. Mentioned 553,554

Nereus, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 289-292

Attack on, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865 .. 443, 488-491

Mentioned 40, 141, 265, 353, 425, 427, 437, 455, 499, 512, 514, 575, 602, 724
Movements of 197,198
Orders for movements 605,606

Neuse, C. S. S. Mentioned 754
Neuse River, North Carolina. Operations in. Orders and instructions,

David D.Porter.... 725

See also New Berne, N. C.

New Berne, N. C.

Protection of.

Orders and instructions, David D. Porter 616, 617, 696, 697
Report of W. H. Macomb 618

Correspondence of D. D. Porter with senior naval ofiBcer iu 416
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New Berne, U. S. S. ^ige.
Mentioned 40,141,157,193,399,599,723
Movements of 69

New HampBhlre, U. S. S. Mentioned 396
New Inlet, North Carolina.

Blockade of. See Wilmington, N. C. Blockade of.

Expedition in. Report of Samuel Hall 30
Rolando, H., ordered to relieve Lieutenant-Commander Weaver of com-

mand at 389
Correspondence of D. D. Porter wi th senior naval officer in 195

New Ironsides, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 ; 275
Attack on, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865 461
Condition of 414 616
Mentioned 40,141,193,

200, 225, 243, 246, 248, 252, 254, 255, 257, 265, 274, 277, 279, 285, 289, 292, 296,

298, 303, 310, 314, 319, 323, 324, 328, 331, 341, 342, 344, 345, 350, 352, 362, 366,

367, 373, 374, 376, 399, 425, 426, 429, 432, 433, 434, 438, 440, 445, 453, 462, 466,

468, 470, 476, 478, 484, 487, 490, 491, 493, 505, 506, 519, 526, 565-567, 569, 570,

594, 596, 599, 602, 628, 637-643, 646, 657, 698, 708, 710, 719, 724, 734, 736-739

Operations in James River, Virginia 649
Orders for movements 199,608,609

Newman, L. Howard.
Mentioned 40,141,193,265,391,399,599,627,723

Reports of.

Cape Fear River. Occupation of Confederate works at mouth of 625
Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, December 25, 1864 279

New Orleeuia, La. U. S. Treasury Department circular authorizing trade at. 113

Newton, Thomas W. Mentioned 744

New York, Governor of. Correspondence with D. D. Porter 459, 460

New York, U. S. District Judge o£ Mentioned 139

New York Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Heavy—-Regiments: 13th, 660; 16tb, 115.

Infantry—Regiments: 142d,260,367; 147th, 515, 583.

Nioholls, George. Mentioned 537

Nichols, Ed. T.

Correspondence with

Ludlow, B.C 69

Morgan, Thomas 706

Parker, W. A 642

Porter, D.D 4,28,41,44,53,55,74,75

Radford,W 704

Sheer, Thomas W 152

Simmons, J. W 706

Mentioned 39,72, 141, 193, 399,598, 637, 638,651, 655, 723

R^orts of.

Coal. Measures for supplying 419

Dutch Gap, Va. Cutting of canal at 46,66

Hampton Roads, Virginia. Affairs in 395

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865.. 456

James River, Virginia. Operations in 61,72-74,76,194

Trent's Reach, Virginia.

Attempted passage of obstructions at, by Confederate squadron,

January 23 and 24, 1865 645

Feasibility of passing obstructions in 47
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Nichols, Smith W. Page.

Mentioned 325,499,512,514,539

Report of attack upon, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,

1865 593

Nicholson, SomervUle. Mentioned 40

Nickels, J. Frederick.

Correspondence with D.D.Porter 10

Mentioned 39,140,192,398,597,722

Night Hawk, Steamer. Mentioned 744

Niphon, U. S. S.

Captures made by 31-39

Mentioned 40,62,141,193,399,421

Nipaic, U.S. S. Mentioned 695

Norfolk, Va. Opening of port of, to commercial intercourse.

Order of David D. Porter 83

Proclamation of President, U. S 109

Eeport of Thomas W. Sheer 152

U. S. Treasury Department circular authorizing trade at 113

See also Navy yard, Norfolk, Va., Commandant of.

Norman, James M. Mentioned 39, 141, 192, 399, 598, 723

Normann, Charles. Mentioned 533

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Captures made by 5-9,31-38,44,58,80,84,118,

125, 126-134, 136-139, 154, 158, 182, 190, 195, 385, 402, 407, 421-425, 700-702

Change of divisions of 615

Disposition of vessels 39, 98, 140, 192, 398, 421, 597, 613, 704, 722

Efficiency of "double-ender" vessels. Eeport of David D. Porter 714

Parker, William A., assumes command of Fifth Division.. 81

Vessels detached from 407,411,718-720,724

North Carolina.

Confederate vessels serving in 754

Disposition of vessels serving in waters of. See North Atlantic Blockading

Squadron. Disposition of vessels.

Opening of trade in sounds of. Keport of David D. Porter 113

Operations in waters of.

Orders and instructions, David D. Porter 79, 139, 387, 391, 410, 417
Reports of

Fobiger, John C 709,711

Foster, H.H 418

Macomb, W.H 9,50,95,144,410,413,417,421

Truxtun, "W.T 42
See also Edenton, N.C.; Fort Fisher, N. C; New Berne, N.C.; New Inlet,

N. C; Philadelphia, Steamer, Capture of; Fitch Landing, N. C;
Plymouth, N. C; Bainbow Bluff, N. C; Boanoke Biver, N. C;
Washington, N. C; Wilmington, N. C.

North Carolina, C. S. S. Mentioned 756
North Carolina Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Artillery, Heavy—Battalions: Ist, 365,368. Regiments: 2d (36th North
CaroUna), 363, 365, 366, 368, 371, 741, 744, 747; 3d (40th North Car-
olina), 613; Ezzell's Company, 362.

Artillery, Light—Battalions : 3d 368; 13th, 365, 368, 595. Regiments: 1st

(10th North Carolina), 365, 368, 371; Battery I, 746.

Infantry—Battalions: 1st Junior Reserves, 371,372; 3d Junior Reserves,

251, 270, 271; 7th Junior Reserves, 371, 372; Junior Reserves (not

designated), 367, 368, 746. Regiments : 42d, 260, 292, 356.
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North Carolina, Governor of. Page.

CorreBpondence with W. H. C. Whiting 783

Proclamation of, calling citizens to the defense of Wilmington 785

North Heath, Steamer.

Mentioned 44,786

Order for sinking of, in New Inlet, North Carolina 785

NorthPoint, U. S. Army transport. Mentioned ., 431

Northrup, William H. Mentioned 564

Norton, Lot. Mentioned 543

Nutting, WllUamG. Mentioned 40,141,193,400,599,723

Nyack, U. S. S.

Abstract log, December 30, 1864—January 17, 1865 491

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 25, 1864 279

Mentioned 40, 141, 193, 246, 249, 265, 391, 399, 416, 425, 427, 599, 619, 714, 716, 723

Operations in Cape Fear River, North Carolina 625, 627

Ober, P. A. Mentioned 794

0'Brian,Mr. Mentioned 480,481

O'Brien, . Mentioned 533

O'Brien, Edward. Mentioned 497,504

O'Brien, Doaglasa F. Mentioned 40,141,599

O'Callaghan, Bdward J.

Mentioned 332,547,548

Report of attack upon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, Jannary 13-15,

1865 549

O'Connel, M. Mentioned 812

O'Conaell, "Wmiam. Mentioned 337

O'Connor, Frederick A. Mentioned 442, 494-497, 499, 504

Octorara, U. S. S. Mentioned 715

O'Donnell, NathanleL Mentioned 497,503,504

O'Donnell, Patrick. Mentioned 533

Ogier, Henry T. Mentioned 503

O'Kane, Daniel. Mentioned 504

Old Dominion, Blockade runner. Mentioned 613

O'Leary, Thomas. Mentioned 497,504

Oliver, Albert "W. Mentioned 517

O'Neal, DanieL Mentioned 497,503

O'Neil, Charles. Mentioned 557

O'Neil, James. Mentioned 516,517

O'Neil, Thomas. Mentioned 514

Onondaga, U. S. S.

Engagements
In Trent's Reach, James River, January 24, 1865 656, 657

With Battery Dantzler, Va., November 29, 1864 106

With Battery Dantzler, Va., December 5 and 6, 1864 145

Mentioned 28,40,61,75-

77, 97, 101, 103, 111. 116, 120, 141, 148, 155, 156, 188, 193, 199, 204, 206, 379-

382, 399, 400, 412, 599, 632-634, 636, 641, 642, 645, 647, 649-658, 662, 707, 723

Operations in James River, Virginia 650,655-657

Orcott, John A. Mentioned 471

Ord, Edward O. C.

Correspondence with Navy Department, U. S 707

Mentioned 646,655

Orton, . Mentioned 747

Osbom, Thomas. Mentioned •- 59
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Osceola, U. S. S. Page.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 336-338

Attack on, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865 549-551

Chase of blockade ranners 41,87

ChaseofCS-S. Tallahassee, November 7, 1864 53

Mentioned 40, 54, 86, 98, 99, 141, 193, 246, 254-256, 265, 330, 345, 346,

399, 426, 437, 442, 455, 471, 474, 490, 502, 548, 599, 700-702, 705, 715, 723, 739

Orders for movements 4,393

Otis, William H. Mentioned 626

Otley, William. Mentioned 18

Otsego, U. S. S.

Mentioned ...-. 11,

12, 14, 21, 26, 40, 92, 98, 141, 160-165, 168, 169, 171, 172, 174-178, 180, 181, 193

Operations at, capture of Plymouth, N. C, October 29-November 1, 1864. . 17-19

Operations in Roanoke Eiver 71

Sinking of. See Bainboio Bluff, N. C. Expedition against, December 9-118,

1864.

Ottiwell, William. Mentioned 39,192,398,597,722
Overton, Caleb G. Mentioned : 418
Owl, Steamer.

Mentioned 745,770
Orders to J.N.MafStt concerning 769,776

Paine, Charles J. Mentioned 77,480,577,578,587-590
Paine, James G. Mentioned 470,502,514
Palmer, Mr. Mentioned 747
Palmer, Innis IT.

Correspondence with
Butler, B.F , 114
Porter, D. D 26

Mentioned 57,65,95,115,144,152,163,180
Parker, E. S. Mentioned ". 641
Parker, Fozhall A. Mentioned 409,633 642
Parker, Francis S. Mentioned 741,743 786
Parker, G«orgeD. Mentioned 368
Parker, James.

Mentioned 39, 99, 100, 141, 302, 446-448, 455, 474, 492-494, 512-514, 523, 553
Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 299
Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15,

1865 495-502
Parker, John H.

Mentioned .... .... . .... ^ coo 701
Report of raising of schooner Gallego 763

Parker, 'W. H. Mentioned 57g
Parker, 'William. Mentioned 54I
Parker, 'WilUEun A.

Assumes command of Fifth Division North Atlantic Blockading Squadron . 81
Correspondence with

Belknap, G.E 147 148
Colhonn, E.R

\ 145^147
Gibbon, John

_ 633 634
Grant, U.S 'gog

Graves, G.W ]" 143
Hays, Peter !!!.'.

"599, 600
Henderson, Alex l^Y
Lynch, D

\\ gg^



INDEX. 879

Parker, William A.—Continued. P
Correspondence with

Navy Department, U. S 637
Nichols, E.T 194,642
Peake, John L I47
Porter, D. D 90, 103, 111, 116, 120, 135, 151, 153, 155, 156, 190, 395, 644, 658
Potter, Edward £ 14g
Bawlins, J. A g32
Sumner, G.Watson 547
Wandell, M.E 206

Court-martial of ___ gg2
Mentioned 40,78,141,144,146.147,185,190,

193, 395, 399, 415, 420, 599, 635, 637, 638, 643, 644, 646, 650-654, 657, 662, 663
Relieved of command in James River , 637 638
Reports of.

Battery Dantzler, Va. Engagement of Federal ironclads with,
November 29, 1864 106
December 5, 1864 I45

James River, Virginia. Operations in 45,

101, 103, 106, 116, 155, 156, 188, 199, 204, 379-383, 400, 412
Trent's Reach, Virginia. Attempted passage of obstructions at, by

Confederate squadron, January 23 and 24, 1865. . . 632-634, 642, 644, 655
Parker, 'William H.

Correspondence with J.K.Mitchell 783
Mentioned 754,758

Parks, William P. Mentioned 522,523
Parrish,. O-eorge W. Mentioned 158
Parrish, Lewis. Mentioned 160,671,678,691,783
Parrott, £nocb O.

Correspondence with D.D.Porter 186,198,614
Mentioned 39, 141, 193, 259, 265, 399, 438, 455, 461, 598, 602, 724

Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 276

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15,

1865 462,463

Parry, C3rrtis B. Mentioned '

40, 142

Parsons' Battery. See Battery, Parsons, Va.

Pascoe, Hichard. Mentioned 689

Patapsco, U. S. S. Mentioned 628

Patchin, Orrin B. Mentioned 322

Patrick Henry, C.S.S. Mentioned 380,754,758,783

Patterson, Thomas H. Mentioned 39,141

Patterson, William. Mentioned 794

Paulding, Hiram. Mentioned 197,613

Paul Jones, U. S. S. Mentioned 544

Pawtuzet, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 323

Attack on, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865 486

Chase of blockade runners 54,85

Mentioned 40,88,

141, 193, 246, 254, 265, 328, 330, 400, 425, 427, 437, 455, 599, 705, 715, 723, 737

Orders for movements 387

Payne, Henry. Mentioned 322
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Peake, John L. Reports of. Page.

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 467

SauguB, U. S. S. Iiguries to, resulting from engagements with Battery,

Dantzler, Va 144,147

Fennypacker, Galusha. Mentioned 589,590

Fensacola, Fla. Opening of port of, to commercial intercourse.

Proclamation of President, U. S 109

United States Treasury Department circular authorizing 113

Pequot. U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 283, 284

Attack on, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865.. 443, 478-482

Captures made by -• 126

Chase of blockade runners 84

Engagement with Fort Anderson, N. C 630

Mentioned 40,42,85-89,128,131,141,193,246,255,499,

265, 399, 437, 442, 455, 473, 491, 561, 571, 599, 705, 708, 711, 723, 736, 738, 740

Occupation of Confederate works on Smith's Island, North Carolina 624

Orders for movements 387

Ferqnlmans River, North Carolina. Operations in. Report of Earl

English 421

Ferry, Andre'w. Mentioned 508

Ferry, Commodore. See Commodore Perry, U. S. S.

Perry, Matthew C. Mentioned 730

PerryiVTillls G. Mentioned 502,506,508,509,514

Feterkin, 'WilUam. Mentioned 39

Petersburg, Steamer. Mentioned. . 44

Peters, Herman.
Correspondence with D.D. Porter 158,390

Mentioned 598,723

Peters, Hubert. Mentioned 514,553,554

Peters, James A.
Correspondence with J. K. Mitchell 811

• Mentioned 691

Peters. WilUam H. Mentioned 621,622,770

For correspondence see Navy Department, C, S.

PetreL See Stormy Petrel, Steamer.

Fettit, Charles A.
Mentioned 341

Report of removal of torpedoes from New Inlet, N. C 197

Fhelon, Henry A. Mentioned 39,140,192,194,399,598,723

Phelps, Charles. See Charles Phelpt, U. S. ship.

Phelps, Thomas S.

Correspondence with
Gorgas, Albert C 637

Porter, D.D 614

Mentioned 437,455

Philadelphia, Steamer.

Capture of, January 10, 1864 422-425

Mentioned 410

Order for recapture of 711

Philadelphia Press. Correspondence with G. V. Fox 204

Fbillipps, Adrian. Mentioned 294,509
Phlox, U. S. S. Mentioned 40, 47, 141, 188, 193,399, 599, 723
Phythian, Robert L. Mentioned 275
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Pickering, Cbarlea W. p^^^
Correspondence with

Navy Department, U. S 52o
Navy yard, Norfolk, Va., Commandant of , 613
Porter, D. D 373

Mentioned ; 40,42,142,193,265,400,437,519,520,599,724
Keporta of.

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 308
Fort Fisher, N. C . Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 . 518-622

Pickering, Thomas.
Mentioned 39,140,192,399
Report of condition of U. S. S. Fort Donelson 384

Picket Boat No. 1, • U. S. Mentioned 40, 141, 192, 398, 597, 632, 652, 656, 723
Picket Boat No. 2,t U. S. Mentioned 141,192,398

(See also Bazely, U. S. S.)

Picket Boat No. 3,tU. S. Mentioned 40, 141, 192,399,632,598,723
Picket Boat No. 4, J U. S. Mentioned 40, 120, 141, 192, 399, 598, 723
Picket Boat No. 5, 1| U. S. Mentioned 40, 141, 188, 192, 399, 598, 632, 652, 656, 723
Picket Boat No. 6, IT U. S. Mentioned 40, 72, 141, 194, 400, 599, 632, 723
Picket Laonch No. 3, U. S.

Mentioned 723
Movements of 7I8
Orders for movements 629

Picket Launch No. 4, U. S. Mentioned 141, 193, 399, 598, 642, 645, 653, 656
Picket Launch No. 5, XT. S.

Correspondence of D. D. Porter with commanding officer of 104
Mentioned 122-124,141,160,161,193,399,598,723
Movements of 79
Orders for movements IO4

Picket Launch No. 6, U. S.

Mentioned 141,143,193,399,598,723
Occnpation of Confederate works at month of Cape Fear Kiver and Smith-

ville, N. C 618-628

Orders for movements 158,390

Pickett, Charles. Mentioned 663,805,806

Pickett, Gteorge B.

Correspondence with J. K. Mitchell 666, 668, 749, 772-774, 777, 805, 806, 808
Mentioned 149, 380, 663, 666, 672, 761, 762, 773, 778-780, 790, 804

Pierce, Frank A. Mentioned 488

Pierson, Alexander. Mentioned 483

Pierson, W. H. Report of attack upon, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C,
January 13-15, 1865 488

Pile, Jones. Mentioned 322

Fiakney, Robert F.

Correspondence with

Anderson, Archer 364

Bragg, B 364,788

Chapman, R. T 372

Gift, G. W 767

Whiting, W. H. C 757,768,776,786,788

Mentioned 288,363,365,740,746,754,786

Report of attack upon Fort Fisher, N. C. , December 24-25, 1864 372

'Known also as TJ. S. S. Alpha. i Known also as U. S. S. Delta.

t Known also as J. K. Bazely and U. S. S. Beta. ||
Known also as IT. S. S. Epsllon.

I Known also as tl. S. S. Gamma. IT Known also as 17. S. S. Zeta.

N W E—^VOL 11 56
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Page.

Pishon, Henry M. Mentioned 193,400,599,724

Fitch Landing, N. C. Expedition to, December 2-6, 1864.

Abstract log of the U. S. S. Chicopee, December 3, 1864-March 5, 1865 123

Orders and instructions, W. H. Macomb 121

Reports of

Harrell,A. D 121-123

Macomb, W. H 121

Place, Francis L. Mentioned 691

Plimly, George. Mentioned 517

Plymouth, N. C.

Capture of, October 29-November 1, 1864.

Advancement of W. H. Macomb recommended for distinguished con-

duct 27

Congratulatory letter irom Navy Department, U. S., to W. H.
Macomb .. . 27

Orders and instructions.

Macomb, W. H 25
Porter, David D 26

Reports of

Arnold, H. N. T 17
Barrett, G. W 24
Barton, Philip H 16
Campbell, Robert 22
Carpenter, Thomas - 20
Duer, Rnfus K 15
English, Earl 19,20
Harrison, William H 16
Hopkins, George 24
Josselyn, Francis 22
Macomb, W. H 11,12-15
Porter, David D 12 26
Quayle, Thomas E 25
Stuart, Alex. C 24
Tmxtun, W. T 21

Operations at.

Orders and instructions, David D. Porter 104 105
Report of W. H. Macomb 57 64 697

See also SoanoJce Biver, North Carolina.

Foindezter, Carter B. Mentioned 754
Folley, James H. Mentioned 539 540
PontoosuCr U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 285-287
Attack on, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865 . . . 443, 486-488
Mentioned igo

254, 255, 265, 330, 400, 425, 427, 428, 437, 442, 455, 575, 599, 7(B, 715, 723
Orders for movements 198 387

Pool, Addison. Mentioned 279
Poole, C. C. Mentioned 159 jgQ ^jg
Poole, Francis H. '

'

Mentioned „-.

Report of attack upon Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 354
Poole, J. W. Mentioned "

"'
jgg

Poole, Meredith. Mentioned ocg
Pope, Ezra P. Mentioned '

[[] g^g
Pope, Henry. Mentioned

I59
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Page.
Pope, Lemuel. Mentioned 557
Poplar Point, N. C. Engagement at. See Bainbow Bluff, N. C. Ej^editUm

against.

Poppy. U.S.8. Mentioned 40,141,193,400,599,723
Porter, Benjamin H. Mentioned 399

436, 442, 447-449, 451, 457, 498, 500, 527, 528, 560, 573, 581, 598, 738, 739
Porter, Carlisle P. Mentioned 448 56O
Porter, Charles R Mentioned 691
Porter, D. D.

Correspondence with
Adams, H. A 95,202,392,413
Adams, H. A., jr 188
Alden, James 317,318,468,607
AUen,F.B I89
Ammen, Daniel 82,98,100,112,198,309,469,470,606
Arey, Henry 5,36,52,89
Arnold, H.N.T 176
Baker, F.H 117,383
Baloh,J.W 34,56,80,87,343
Barnes, J. S 631,695,720
Beaumont, J. C 64,200,319,320,522
Belknap, GeorgeE 4,69,186,198,277,464,607
Bennett, J.W 615
Bemey, A 9
Berrien, J. M 67
Blake, Homer C , 650,651
Bradford, J. S 229
Braine, D. L 84, 126, 283, 284, 387, 478, 481,482, 624, 630
Breese, K. E 224,388,446,449,451
Brooks, John A. J 169
Brown, James 386
Bniner,E. D 48,89
Butler, B. F 96, 103, 114, 135, 142, 150, 191, 196, 224, 249, 250, 252
Caldwell, C. H. B 596
Camphell, D. A 48,59
Chandler, E 316,484
Chase, Whitman 219
Clitz, J. M. B 4, 41,53, 87,336, 338, 393, 649, 605,699, 701

Colhoun, E. E 146,276,467,604

Corbin, T. G 190

Crafts, 8. P 201,344

Gushing, "W.B 384,560,624,703,725

Dahlgren, J. A 425,615,628

Davis, J. L 46,70,117,219,220,339,551

Dawson, L. L 576

Dennison, W. E 38,88,183,195,386,720

Devens, E. F 420

Dove, B. M 112,135,201

Dnnn, Thomas C 561,562

Faucon, E. H 66,251,384

Febiger, J. C 104

Fox, G. V 28, 68, 77, 78, 81, 116, 119, 120, 124, 134, 1 42, 182, 184, 190, 207

Frailey,J.M 111,327,534,536,604,606

Frost, G.W 630,708

Fyffe,J. P 617
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Porter, D. D.—Continued. Page-

Correspondence 'with

Garfield, W.H 49

Glisson, O. S 28, 30, 42, 62, 85, 117, 185, 332, 333, 378, 379, 429, 430, 545, 603

Godon, S.W 325,524,608

Goodwin, E. 8 627

Grant, U.S 110,165,394,401,404,405

Green, F.M 573,700,720

Gregory,F.H 143

Gne8t,John 84,117,186,330,563,607,629

HaU, Samuel 38

Hampton Roads, Virginia, Senior naval ofBoer 401, 644

Harris, T. A 614

Harris, T.C 312-314,482

Howell, J. C 289,290,488,605

Huse, Samuel 129,351

Kemble, Edmund 33

Kerens, J. H 717

Keyser.E.S 378

KingjF.T 407

Lanison,E.H 54,97,345,570

Lanman, J 196, 297, 299, 301, 491, 492, 494, 503, 504, 610, 643, 724

Lay, J. L 185

Leonard, George 152

Lowry, E.B 10

MacDiarmid, J 108,353,354,574,617

McMaster, Jamea ; 540

Macomb, W.H 9,26,50,55,57,60,64,65,69,72,

79,82, 83, 92, 93, 95, 98, 105, 115, 121, 139, 144, 152, 160, 163-165, 167, 172, 174,

177, 187, 387, 391, 407, 410, 414, 417, 421, 422, 424, 425, 616, 618, 696, 697, 725

Manning, Edward 56

Mellaoh, E 166,392,398

Miot, Ede (Paul Emile) 157

Morton, J. F 393
Navy Department, U. S 75,81,84,108-110,

119, 134, 157, 182, 240, 396, 407, 411, 421, 457, 458, 613, 631, 633, 712, 721

Navy yard, Norfolk,Va., Commandant of . . Ill, 183, 189, 390, 393, 411, 629, 718
New Berne, N. C, Senior naval ofiScer at 416
New Inlet, N. C, Seniornaval ofiBcer oif 195
Newman, L. H 625
New York, Governor of 459,460
NicHols, E. T 4, 28, 41, 44, 46, 47, 53, 55, 61, 66, 72-76, 395, 419
Nickels, J. F , 10
Palmer, I.N 26
Parker, James 497,502
Parker, WiUiamA 45, 81, 90, 97, 101, 103, 106, 111, 116, 120, 135,

145, 151, 153, 155, 156, 188, 190, 199, 379, 395, 400, 412, 632, 633, 644, 655, 658
Parrott, E. G 186,198,276,462,463
Peake, John L 144
Peters, Herman 158,390
Pettit, C.A 197
Phelps, Thomas 8 537,614
Pickering, C. W 308,378
Picket Launch No. 5, Commanding officer of 104
Porter, J. H 35O
Potter, E.E 185,198,205,278,279,554
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Porter, D. D.—Continued. Page
Coirespondence with

President U. S 459
Preston, S.W 228
Radford, William 199, 200, 252, 275, 414, 461, 608, 649, 719
Ramsay, F.M 82,280
Renshaw, R.T gl7
Reynolds, John G 585
Rhind, A.C 218,222,224,226
Rhode Island, Governor of 460,461
Ridgely, Daniel B.. 136,199,324,539,614
Roath,W.D 390
Rodgers, J : 719
Rolando, H 63,386,389,421,614
Sands, B.P 7,185,331,378,379,409,547,603,642,719
Schenok, James Findlay 184,304,531-534,609
Selfridge, Thomas O 68,128,288,476-478
Sheer, T.W , 217
Sheldon, George D 106
Sheldon, William B 393,720
Sherman, William T 388,408,397,612
Sioard, Montgomery 315,485
Smith, B.P 702

Smith, Frank 88,201

Smith, Melanoton 307,308,509,517,611,698

Spicer,W.F 378,603,719

Spotts,J.H 54,85,387
Steedman, Charles 46,327,329,541,614
Stoart, Fred. D 6
Stndley,IraB 83
Tarr, Robert 456

Taylor, William Rogers 321

Temple, William G 285,287,387,486

terry, Alfred H 431,586,613

Thatcher, H.K 49,293-295,505,507,509,611,698

Trenchard, S. D 83,118,186,340,557

Truxtun,W.t 117,136,225,334,335,471,473

UpBhnr,J.H 41,200,346,568

VanderbUt, Aaron 112

Walker, John G 47,189,202

War Department, U. S 458

Watmough,P. G 31,

37. 38, 66, 70, 86, 92, 124, 154, 217, 220, 225, 284, 383, 473, 628, 699, 705, 711

Weaver, A. W 10,338,389,466,606

Webb, F. E 1 62

West, W. C 249,597,695

Western Bar, Cape Fear River, North Carolina, Senior officer off 56, 221

Wetmore,H.S 45

White, E.W 627

Williams, J. M 386

Wise, n. A 124,232

Wood, Ben 355,356

Woodward, T.J 190

Young, George W 50,127,131,151,390,416,554,556

General orders 37, 91, 116, 245-247, 248, 252, 401, 425-428, 458, 459, 615
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Porter, D. D.—Continned. Page.

Mentioned 3, 29, 58, 60, 68, 75, 85, 103, 109, 115, 142, 166, 196-198, 205, 236-239,

243, 244, 260, 269, 304, 333, 344, 347, 349, 357-359, 388, 391, 396, 403, 404, 409,

412, 415, 418, 425, 431, 459, 460, 505, 514, 519-521, 545, 553, 558, 580, 587, 589-

591, 604, 605, 616, 631, 640, 645, 662, 698, 717, 722, 736, 739, 740, 747, 783, 784

Ordered to report at Navy Department as a member of a naval board .... 702

Reports of.

Albemarle, C. S. ram, and Southfield, U. S. S. Baising of wrecks of. .. 64

Annie, British steamer. Capture of, October 31, 1864 31

Armstrong, British steamer. Capture of, December 4, 1864 136

Battery Dantzler, Va. Engagement of Federal ironclads -with, Decem-

ber 5, 1864 144

Blenheim, British steamer. Capture of, January 25, 1865 700

Blockade runner. Destruction of, December 27, 1864 385

Cape Fear Eiver.

Occupation of Confederate works at month of. 618, 623

Operations in 721

Defenses, Harbor 726

"Double enders." Efficiency of 714

East and West Gulf Blockading Squadrons. Vessels ordered to duty

in 718

Ella, Steamer. Destruction of, December 5, 1864 131

Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 253-260, 261-275, 287, 290, 350

Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 ... 432-445,

448,452,457,463,520

Explosion of U. S. S. Louisiana near, December 24, 1864 227, 240

Preparations for attack upon 124, 191

Preparations for second attack upon 406,413

Hampton Beads, Virginia. Movements of United States vessels lb

and from 28,49,79,134,143

James Biver, Virginia. Operations in 72,155

Lady .Sterling, British steamer. Capture of, October 28, 1864 5,

9

Monitors. Practical working of 600

North Atlantic Blockading Sqnadron. Disposition of vessels. 39, 140, 398, 597

North Carolina. Opening of trade in 113

Petrel, Blockade runner. Driving ashore of 195

Plymouth, N. C. Capture of, October 29-November 1, 1864 12, 26
Prizes. Capture of 190

Eaiubow Bluff, N. C. Expedition against, December 9-28, 1864 160,163
Beliance and Little Elmer, Sloops. Capture of, November 9, 1864 . .. 58
Saco, U. S. S. Condition of 202
Tallahassee, C. S. S. Chase of 60
Theta, U. S. tug. Purchase of 158
Trent's Beach, Virginia. Attempted passage of obstructions at, by

Confederate squadron, January 23 and 24, 1865 658
Vixen, British steamer. Capture of, December 1, 1864 118
Wilmington, N. C. Blockade of 45

Besolutions of thanks to, for capture of Fort Fisher, N. C 458-460
Special orders 247,248,401,427,428,704,708

Porter, Henry O. Mentioned 326 524
Porter, James. Mentioned I59
Porter, James H.

Mentioned 40,128,141,193,265,399,437,455,599,723
Eeport of chasing ashore of steamer Ella, December 3, 1864 130

Port Royal, S. C. U. S. Treasury Department circular authorizing trade at. . 113
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Page.

Potomac Flotilla. Vessels ordered to duty in 407
Potter, Ed-^vaid E.

Correspondence with
Porter, D.D 185,198,205
Wood, G. H 652

Mentioned 193,259,265,399,437,455,598,724
Reports of.

Battery Dantzler, Va. Engagement of Federal ironclads with, De-
cember 6, 1864 148

Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 278,279
Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 554
Preparations for attack upon 205

Potter, John. Mentioned 17
Powell, Thomas. Mentioned 293
Power, Iiow& Co. Mentioned 743,745
Powers, Frank A. Mentioned 514,547
Powhattan, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 304-306

Attack on, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865.. 444,531-534

Mentioned 40,141,193,246,254,257,

258, 265, 899, 426, 430, 437, 442, 453, 478, 480, 490, 535, 538, 599, 610, 724, 738

Orders for movements 609

Prance, Oeorge. Mentioned 545

Pratt, Henry A. Mentioned 659

Pratt, NicholB. Mentioned 557

Preble, Edward E. Mentioned 326,524

Prescott, Oeorge H. Mentioned 537

Prescott, William. Mentioned 538

President, C. S.

Correspondence with
Navy Department, C. S 754

Wood, J. Taylor 667

Mentioned 360,409,529,743

President, IT. S.

Correspondence with

Navy Department, U. S 3

Porter, D.D 459

Senate, U.S 27

Mentioned 27,109,113,392,398,409,458,459,637,712

Proclamation by, opening to commercial intercourse the ports of Norfolk,

Femandina, and Pensacola 109

Preston, Samuel W.
Mentioned 226-228, 230,235,238,239,242,244,259,395,429,435,442,

446-452, 457, 481, 498, 500, 508, 514, 515, 525, 527, 545, 546, 563, 570, 583, 739

Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. 0. Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 260

Fort Fisher, N. C. Explosion of U. S. S. Louisiana near, December

24,1864 228

Price, Pilot. Mentioned 744

Price, Oeorge T. Mentioned 497,503

Price, Joseph. Mentioned 754

Prlchett, JaniesM. Mentioned 141

Prldgen, Matthew 'Washington, Mentioned 363,366,371
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Pi "P.

Priebe, 'WiUiani. Mentioned 518

Prizes.

Disposition of 702

Measures to be employed in case of injury done to vessels or cargoes after

surrender 75

Prometheus, U. S. Army transport. Mentioned 431

Province, George. Mentioned 545

Pryor, •William H. (?). Mentioned 778-780

Pucket, John H. Mentioned ^
Putnam, Oeneral. See General Putnam, U. S. S.

Putt, George F. Mentioned 533,534

Quaker City, U. S. S.

Abstract log, January 16, 17, 1865 563

Attack ou Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 331

Captures made by 191

Mentioned 40,53,141,193,246,

247, 254-256, 265, 330, 348, 353, 359, 400, 426, 485, 562, 599, 718, 720, 724, 739

Orders for movements 378,408,603,719

Quayle, Thomas E. Beport of capture of Plymouth, N. C, October 29-Novem-
ber 1, 1864 25

Queen, U. S. S.

Mentioned 476

Orders for movements 456

R. R. Cuyler, U. S. S.

Captures made by 138

Mentioned 40, 56, 136-140, 192, 246, 247, 399, 426, 437, 597, 598, 723, 738

Orders for movements 205,408,596
Radford, WUllam.

Correspondence with
Henderson, Alex 707
Lay, J.L 654
Navy Department, U. S 708
Nichols, E.T 704
Porter, D. D 199,200,252,608,719
Rumsey, H. B 704

Mentioned -. 40
141, 193, 265, 399, 425, 432, 438, 453, 599, 637, 638, 640, 643, 646, 655, 703, 724

Ordered to assume command of James River Division 639, 645
Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 275
Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 461

James River, Virginia. Operations in 698, 704 710
New Ironsides, U. S. S. Condition of 414 gig
Trent's Reacli, Virginia. Attempted passage of obstructions at, by

Confederate squadron, January 23 and 24, 1865 639, 646, 649
Rainbow Bluff, N. C.

Confederate defenses at. Report of W. H. Macomb 82
Expedition against, December 9-28, 1864.

Caanalties 162,169,174,176
Communications from Jones Frankle 165 167 168 170 171
Orders and iiistructioas.

Macomb, W.H yji
Porter, David D jgg ^72
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Rainbow Blu^ N. C—Continued.
p^g^^

Expedition against, December 9-28, 1864—Continued.
Reports of

Arnold, H.N.T 162,171,176
Brooks, John A. J 168,169,171
Dner, Knfus K 166,170
English, Earl

1 171 174
Foster, H. H 'igg
Harrell, A. D 172
Harrell, A. D., et al 171
Holman, Samnel 176
Lee, Robert E I81 182
Macomb, W.H 160, 163-165, 167, 174* 177
Porter, DavidD 160,163
Raynolds, George C Ig2
Simpson, G.L I74

Proposed expedition against.

Communications from
Butler, B.F II4
Porter, David D 103

Orders and instructions.

Butler, B.F II4
Porter, David D 115

Report of "W.H.Macomb 152
Rains, Gabriel J. Correspondence with J. K. Mitchell 748
Raleigh, C. 8. S. Mentioned 746
Ramsay, Francis M.

Correspondence -with

Bee, Benjamin F 282
Burleigh, Daniel C 280
Cnllaton, John 282
Porter, D. D 82
Wiedenbein, Charles '. 281

Mentioned 40,92,101,142,193,265,400,437,455,475, 599, 724
Reports of attack upon Fort Msher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 280

Ramsey, Alex, Mentioned 394
Randall, Horace H. Mentioned 648
Randle, Captain. Mentioned 741,745
Rankin, JohnT. Mentioned 365
Rannahan, John. Mentioned 497
Ransom, George M. Mentioned 39
Ratcllft James B. Mentioned 692

Ratts, Thomas O. Mentioned 356

Ravat, 'William. Mentioned 59
Ravrlins, John A. Correspondence with

Parker, W. A 632

Terry, Alfred H 587

Raynolds, George C.

Mentioned 18

Report of casualties resulting &om blowing up of U. S. 8. Otsego 162

Raynon, . Mentioned 213

Read, Charles "W.

Assumes command of Battery Wood, Va 747

Correspondence with
Blanc, 8amnelP 685

Matherson, J.W 685

Mitchell, J. K 752,810
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Read, Charles W.—Continaed. Page.

Mentioned 382, 664, 669, 672, 673, 680, 693, 747-749, 782, 797-799, 803, 804, 811

Bepoits of.

Jamea River, Yixgina. Effect of firesbets on obstmotions in 797

Trent's Reach, Yirginia. Attempted passage of obstiaotions at, by
Confederate squadron, January 23 and 24, 1865 683

Read, WiUlam W. Mentioned 691

Redden, John. Mentioned 538

Redding, John W. Mentioned 536

Redding, William H. Mentioned 535

Reed, Allen V. Report of attack upon Fort Fisher, K. C, December 24-25,

1864 323

Reed, DanleL Mentioned.... 743

Reed, Peter. Mentioned. 508

Reld,E. C. Mentioned 744,745

Reilley, John. Mentioned 18

Reilly, JamesH. Mentioned 365,368,371,594

Reinig, Louis. Mentioned 549

Release, U. S. bark. Mentioned 40,141,193,399,400,723

Reliance, Sloop. Capture of 58,59

Renshaw, U. S. schooner. Mentioned 40, 98, 141, 193, 400, 599, 723

Renshaw, R. T.

Correspondence withD. D.Porter.... 617

Mentioned 39,141,193,399,598,649,723

Republic, IT. S. S.

Mentioned 390,437,599,723

Orders for movements 190,615

Reynolds, John Q.

Correspondence with D. D. Porter 585

Mentioned 586

Rhind, Alexander C.

Correspondence with
Lamson, R. H .:.. 450

Navy Department, U.S 237

Porter, D.D 218,222,224,225

Mentioned 39,

140, 192, 219-221, 225, 227, 229, 235, 241-244, 254, 255, 259, 298, 398, 597, 722

Report of explosion of U. S. S. Louisiana near Fort Fisher, N. C, December
24,1864 226,230-232

Rhoades, William W. Mentioned 326,524-526

Rhode Island, Governor of. Correspondence with D. D. Porter 460,461
Rhode Island, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24, 1864 340
Attack on, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865 . . . 443, 557-560
Captures made by 118
Mentioned 40, 135, 141, 193, 246, 254, 255, 265, 292, 346, 40O,

426, 428, 437, 455, 545, 565, 599, 637, 638, 641, 643, 697, 702, 703, 723, 736, 739
Orders for movements 75,83,186,604

Rice, Charles. Mentioned 227
Richardson, . Mentioned 744
Richardson, James. Mentioned 518
Richmond, C. S. S.

Condition of 811
Information received from deserter concerning 102 382 383
List of officers of . ggi
Mentioned 206,664,667-673,676,678-680,683-686,

690, 693, 694, 748, 751 , 7"..!. 7r.4, 7fi9, 775, 778, 779, 781, 782, 793, 795, 808
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Richmond, C. S. S.—Continued. Page.
- Operations in James EiveT,yirginia. See Trent's Beach, Virginia. Attempted

passage of oistruotions in, hy Confederate squadron, January SS and

M, 1865.

Protection of, against torpedo attack 759,764,770

Richmond, Va. Construction of Confederate yessels at 754

Riddell, Thomas. Mentioned 547

Ridgely, Daniel B.

Correspondence with
Nichols, S.W 539

Porter, D.D 136,614

Mentioned 40, 141, 193, 265, 400, 437,454, 599, 724

Reports of.

Green Cay. Expedition to 199

Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 324

Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 539

Riley, Oeorge S. Mentioned 514

Riley, John (Landsman). Mentioned 479-481

Riley, John (Ordinary seaman). Mentioned 518

Riley, Joseph. Mentioned 334,335

Risley, H. H. Circular regarding opening of trade 113

Roanoke, C. S. S.

Condition of 780,811

Information received from deserter concerning 102

Mentioned 206,382,637,689,704,750,751,754,774

Rocinoke, U. S. S. Orders for movements 694

Roanoke River, North Carolina.

Confederate defenses of. Report of W. H. Macomb 82

Confederate vessels in 60,754,755

Construction of Confederate vessels in.

Communications from

Grant, U.S 721

Navy Department, U. 8 721,722

Reportof W.H.MoComb 60

Expedition for destruction of Confederate ram in. Report of W. H. Ma-
comb 618

Obstruction of. Report of W.H. Macomb 414

Operations in.

Communications from Jones Frankle 93

Reports of

Arnold, H.N.T 71

Macomb, W.H 55,65,69,93

Febiger, John C 711

See also Plymouth, N. C; Rainbow Bluff, N. C.

Roatli, Warrington D.

Correspondence with D. D. Porter 390

Mentioned 39,140,192,398,597,722

Robb, Robert O.
Correspondence with J. K. Mitchell 783,811

Mentioned 780

Roberts, J. Dn Bose. Mentioned 772

Roberts, James. Mentioned 227

Roberts, Samuel M. Mentioned 691
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Robeson, Henry B. Fage.

Mentioned 294,512

Report of attack npon, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,

1S65 508

Robins, M. S. Mentioned 785

Robinson, Andre'w. Mentioned 553,554

Robinson, Charles. Mentioned 564

Robinson, Ed-^Tcurd A. Mentioned 241

Robinson, John. Mentioned 541

Roby, Francis M.
Mentioned 365, 366,369,372-375,377

Report of attack upon Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 373

Rochow, William E. Mentioned 329

Rock Light, Steamer. Mentioned 380

Rodgers, John.

Correspondence -with

Fos,G.V 197,204,205

Navy Department, U. S 198,204

Mentioned 39,140,192,399,598,724,740

Ordered to command U. S. S. Gettysburg 719

Rodman, B. F. Mentioned 691

Rodman, T. J.

Correspondence with H. A. Wise 233

Mentioned 119,124,134,233,234,236

Statement of preparation of U. S. S. Louisiana for explosion off Fort Fisher,

N.C 236

R-jers, CM. Mentioned 689

ROjirs, Iiangdon S. Mentioned 558

Rog': °s, Thomas. Mentioned 549

Rolai 'o, H.
Ap^ minted to command at New Inlet, North Carolina 389

Con ..,pondenoe with D. D. Porter 386,421,614

Mentioned 39, 141, 192, 221, 222, 265, 345, 350, 351, 389, 399, 562, 570, 598, 628, 723

Report of escape of blockade runners 63

Roman, U. S. storeship. Mentioned 40,723

Ronckendorff, William. Mentioned 27

Ronnop, Mentioned 741

Root, Mr. Mentioned 745
Rootes, George IVI. Mentioned 691

Rootes, La'^rence M. Mentioned 691
Rootes, Thomas R.

Appointed to command fire vessel 768
Correspondence with J. K. Mitchell 793
Mentioned 102,383,754,795

Rose, John. Mentioned 503
Roselle, Robert H. Mentioned 534
Rotan, Samuel. See Samuel Sotan, V. S. S.

Rover. See Wild Mover, Steamer.

Rover. See Toung Rover, U. S. S.

Rowe, A. v. Mentioned 692
Rowntree, Robert W.

Appointed to command U. 8. S. Berberry 126
Mentioned 125,192,398,597,722

Rulon, Corporal. Mentioned 533
Rumsey, H. B. Correspondence with William Rndford 704
Runnells, Farnum J. Mentioned 39 140
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Rushmore, William. P_g
Mentioned 289,292,489,491
Report of attack upon Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 290

RuBBell, JohnLeMott. Mentioned 470
Russell, Lord. Mentioned 80
Russell, W. "W. Mentioned 717
Russia. U. S. Army transport. Mentioned 431,569
Ruth, James E. Mentioned 691

Ryan, William F. Mentioned 470

S. R. Spaulding, U.S. Army steamer. Mentioned 458,739

Sabine, IT. S. school ship.

Mentioned 10,40,141

Orders for movements 81

Saco, U. S. S.

Condition of 202,203

Mentioned.. 40,141,190,193,395,400,421,709,712

Orders for movements 47,189,204

Saffiron," U.S.S. Mentioned 193,400,599,632,724

St. John, O. P. Mentioned 343

St. Lawrence. U. S. S. Mentioned 40, 141, 151, 193, 395, 400, 421, 634, 724

Sale, John B. Correspondence with Braxton Bragg 360, 784

Sampson, Isaac S.

Mentioned 131,132

Beport of destruction of steamer Ella, December 5, 1864 132

Samuel Rotan,U. S. S. Mentioned 40.61, 141, 193,400, 599, 723

Sanders, Morton TV. Mentioned 259

Sands, Benjamin F.

Correspondence vrith

Dennison, William E 713

Dunn, Thomas C 713

Hnnt,S.H 548

Porter, D.D 185,378,379,603,719

Mentioned 7, 39,55, 140, 192,265, 399, 437,455, 598, 643, 724

Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N.C.
Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 331

Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 547

Fort Jackson, U. S. S. Arrival of, at Beaufort, N. C 409

Lady Sterling, British steamer. Capture of, October 28, 1864 7

Trent's Reach, Virginia. Attempted passage of obstructions at, by

Confederate squadron, January 23 and 24, 1865 642

Sands, Francis F. B.

Mentioned - 571

Report of capture of British steamer Blenheim, January 25, 1865 701

Sands, Henry. Mentioned 334,335

Sands, James H. Mentioned 539,540

Sands, J. Woodvllle. Mentioned 423

Sands, Louis. Mentioned 15,161,709

Sanford, E. S. Correspondence tvith

Clum,J.C 613

Dana, C. A 613

Santiago de Cuba, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 332-334

Attack on,- and capture o^ Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865. 425, 444, 545-547

Chase of blockade runners 28,30,42,44,85

•rormeriy John X.Jenklna.
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Santiago de Cuba, U. S. S.—Continued. Page.

Mentioned 37, 40, 87-89, 108, 111, 117, 125, 141, 193, 246, 252, 254-256, 258, 260,

265, 266, 270, 289, 292, 341, 343, 345, 349, 351-353, 355, 400, 426, 428-430, 435,

437, 455, 457, 484, 490, 514, 518-520, 533, 545-547. 564, 570, 599, 723, 736, 739

Orders for movements 62,185,378,379,412,603

Sassacus, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 339

Attack on, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865 551, 552

Mentioned .... 40, 86, 141, 184, 186, 193, 220, 227, 229, 230, 238, 239, 242, 244, 246, 254-

256, 265, 330, 340, 400, 426, 437, 455, 471, 514, 599, 705, 714, 715, 724, 736, 739

Orders for movements 29, 46, 70, 112, 117, 218,219

Saterwalte, James. Mentioned 24

Sangus, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 276

Attack on, and captnre of. Fort Fisher, N. C
.
, January 13-15, 1865 443, 467

Criticism of, by D.D.Porter 600,602

Engagement with Howlett's battery, December 5 and 6, 1864 145-147

Mentioned 40, 106, 116, 141, 193, 194, 198, 200, 259, 265, 275, 291, 331, 400,

425, 428. 433, 438, 455, 461, 468, 599, 637, 639, 641-643, 650, 652, 657, 724, 738

Orders for movements 103,111,378,604

Saunders, 'William J. Mentioned 365,369

Savage, Auzella. Mentioned 546

Savage, HughH. Mentioned 39,140,192,399,598,723

Saville, John 'W. Mentioned 464,466

Sawyer, Battery. See Battery Sawyer, Fa.

Scanlon, Patrick. Mentioned 516,517,584

Schenck, Caspar. Mentioned 322

Scbenck, James T.

Assumes command in Hampton Boads 724

Correspondence with
Bache, George M 306

Mayo, H.0 533

Porter, D.D 184,609

Mentioned 40,141,193,265,399,437,453,699,724

Beports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 304

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack npon, and capture of, Jannary 13-15,

1865 531-533,534

Schenk, Augustus. Mentioned 549
Schofield, John M. Mentioned 740
Schwartzman, Adolphus J. Mentioned 664,691,812
Scofield, Alvah. Mentioned 571
Scorpion, C. S. torpedo boat.

Mentioned 382,664,668-670,672-674,676,679,680,683-686,688,689
Operations in James Kiver, Virginia. See Trent's Reach, Virginia.

Attempted paasage of obstructions in, by Confederate squadron, Jan-
uary 23 and S4, 1865.

Scott, Henry H.
Correspondence with J. K. Mitchell 811
Mentioned 690,760,772,773

Scott, Thomas. Mentioned 526531
Scott, 'William. Mentioned 132,552
Scovel, Louis L. Mentioned 330
Seabury, W. H. Mentioned 691
Seaman, 'William. Mentioned 477
Searing, John. Mentioned 479
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Page.

Secretary ofNavy, C. S. Mentioned 60,622,754

Secretary of Navy, XJ. S. Mentioned 36, 108, 114, 314, 357, 359, 388,

394, 411, 518, 522, 604, 607-611, 613, 625, 628, 633,

635, 640, 643, 646, 647, 650, 698, 712, 719, 720, 724

Secretary of State, XT. S. Mentioned 80,109

Secretary of Treasury, U. S. Mentioned 109,113,114

Secretary of War, U. S. Mentioned 114, 203, 392, 445, 458, 612, 637, 739

Seddon, James A. Mentioned 360

(For correspondence, see War Department, C. S.)

Seekins, Charles W. Mentioned 464

Selgle, Henry. Mentioned 549

SelMdge, Thomas O.

Correspondence with D.D. Porter 68

Mentioned 39,128,140,

192, 265, 289, 399, 437, 446, 447, 454, 455, 469, 497, 499, 540, 556, 556, 598, 723

Beports of.

Ella, Steamer. Chasing ashore of, December 3, 1864. . 128

Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 288

Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 476-478

Sellers. Pilot. Mentioned 745

Semmes Battery. See Battery Semmta, Va.

Semmes, R. Correspondence with Navy Department, C.S 784

Semou, Elmauson N. Mentioned 33

Senac, Felix. Mentioned 776

Senate, U. S. Correspondence -with President, U. S 27

' Seneca, U. S. 8.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 315

Attack on, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C, January 14-15, 1865 485

Mentioned 37,40,57,67,70,141,193,246,

254, 255, 265, 279, 319, 400, 425, 427, 437, 455, 484, 499, 514, 599, 705, 723, 738

Movements of. - 09

Orders fcjr movements 4

Severe, F. Mentioned 794

Seward, 'WiUiam H. See Secretary of State, XT. 8.

Sewell, Andrew. Mentioned 514

Seymour, Gteorge. Mentioned 518

Seymour, Isaac N. See Isaac N. Seymour, U. S. S.

Shailer, 'William. Mentioned 684

Shamrock, U. S. S.

Mentioned 9,18,22,25,

26, 40, 49, 50, 55, 57, 60, 64, 65, 69, 72, 82, 92, 93, 95, 96, 98, 121, 141, 160, 161,

166, 177, 178, 193, 400, 407, 410, 414, 415, 417, 421, 422, 599, 618, 697, 709, 724

Operations at capture of Plymouth, N. C, October 2»-November 1, 1864 .. 11-17

Movements of
^"^

Sbarmon, James. Mentioned 524,526

Shawmut, U. S. S.

Mentioned 705,708,724,740

Orders for movements • *^^

Shean, Alexander. Mentioned.. 507

Sheer, Thomas W.
Correspondence with D.D. Porter 217

Mentioned 40,142,194,400,599,724

Report ofopening of custom-house at Norfolk, Va 162
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Page.

Sheldon, George D. Correspondence with D. D, Porter 106

Sheldon, William B.

Mentioned 40,141,193,400,437,597,724

Correspondence with D.D.Porter 393,720

Shelly, Benjamin P. Mentioned 772

Shenemdoah, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 324

Attack on, and capture of, Fort Fiaher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865.. 443, 539-541

Mentioned - 40,141,193,246,254,255,

257, 265, 400, 426, 429, 437, 454, 486, 514, 542, 599, 620, 631, 724, 736, 738, 739

Movements of ^^
Orders for movements 136,614

Shepard, Louis C. Mentioned 499,513,514

Shepley, George P. Mentioned 114, 187, 407, 410, 417, 646, 710

Sheppard, Robert. Mentioned 289

Shepperd, Prancla E.

Appointed to command
Fire vessels. 769

C. S.S. Hampton 788

Mentioned 101, 671, 672, 682, 683, 685, 691, 693, 777, 798, 810

Beports of.

Fredericksburg, C. S. S. List of officers of 691

Signal Hill, Va. Engagement with battery at, December 7, 1864 782

Trent's Beach, Virginia. Attempted passage of obstructions at, by

Confederate squadron, January 23 and 24, 1865 677, 689

Transferred from command of C. S. S. Hampton to command of C. S. S.

Fredericksburg 795 .

Correspondence with J.K.Mitchell 795

Shepperd, JohnW. Mentioned 497,503

Sheridan, PliillpH. Mentioned 404,405

Sherman, William T.

Correspondence with D.D.Porter 388,397,408,612

Mentioned 106,115,150,180,264,312,

388, 394, 396, 401, 405, 406, 408, 425, 586, 606, 614, 631, 695, 696, 731, 744, 746

Sherry, James. Mentioned 518,519,547

Shields, Daniel B. Mentioned 533

Shipman, William. Mentioned 328,545

Shippey, W. Prank.
Correspondence with J. K. Mitchell 780

Mentioned 754

Shivers, John. Mentioned 497,504

Shokokon, U. S. S.

Mentioned 40,141,193,400,599,724

Orders for movements 393

Shrapnel, C. S. S. Mentioned 664,748,750,781,783

Sias, John P. Mentioned 652

Sibell, Bdward A. Mentioned 328

Sicard, Montgomery.
Mentioned 141, 193, 265, 400, 437, 447, 455, 499, 512, 514, 599, 723

Beports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 315

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attackupon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865.. 485

Sigel, Henry. Mentioned 490

Signal Etill, Va. Engagement with battery at, December 7, 1864. Beport of

F.E. Shepperd 782
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Silliman, Charles N. Mentioned 659
Silver, . Mentioned 213
Simmennan, Joseph. Mentioned 497 504
Simmons, John "W.

Report of raising of torpedo boat in James River 706
Mentioned 650,652

Simms, Joseph M. Mentioned 442, 494-497, 499, 500, 504, 513
Simonton, Charles H. Mentioned 799 goi
Simpson, George L.

Mentioned 122 123

Report of rasualties on board of U. S. 8. Chicopee, resulting from expedi-

tion against Rainbow Bluff, N. C 174

Singleton, Spyers.
Mentioned 90,369,744
Report of attaclc upon Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 370, 371

Sink, John T. Mentioned 356

Sinton, 'William. Mentioned 329

Skimmon, William. Mentioned 571

Skinner, Charles. Mentioned 795

Skinner, Xjdvrin C.

Correspondence with J. K. Mitchell 811

Mentioned 693

Skinner, Williana W. Mentioned 668,678,683,689,691

Slamm, Jefferson A. Mentioned 486

Small, M. See M. Small, Schooner.

Smalley, Anthony.
Mentioned 479,480,482

Report of attack upon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,

1865 481

Smead, Abner. Mentioned 745

Smith, B. P. Correspondence with D.D.Porter 702

Smith, Charles. Mentioned 540

Smith, Charles A. Mentioned 514

Smith, B. M. Mentioned 692

Smith, Francis W.
Correspondence with J. K. Mitchell 805

Mentioned 206,767,797

Reports of.

Battery Dantzler, Va. Engagement of Federal ironclads with, No-

vember29, 1864 107

James River. Operations in 808

Smith, Frank.
Correspondence with D.D.Porter 201

Mentioned 31,39,99,101,140,192,265,342,343

Reports of.

Annie, British steamer. Capture of, October 31, 1864 34-36

Blockade runners. Escape of 88

Smith, Frederic R.

Mentioned 340,557

Report of attack upon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,

1865 558

Smith, George M.
Mentioned 290,292,489

Report of attack upon Fort Fislier, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 291

N W B—VOL 11 57
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Smith, George "W. Page.

Correspondence with J. K. Mitchell 810

Mentioned 664,804

Ordered to command Semmes snbmarine battery 1 806

Smith, James T. For correspondence, see Rhode Island, Governor of.

Smith, John. Mentioned 320

Smith, Joseph. Mentioned 119

Smith, L. & R. See L. ^ B. Smith, Schooner.

Smith, Melancton.
Correspondence 'with

Cnshman, C. H 510

Fagan, Louis E 514

McSherry, H. P 308,516

Porter, D.D 611,698

Mentioned 28, 40, 142, 193, 265, 400, 437, 454, 582, 584, 599, 724

Reports of.

Port Fisher, N. C. Attack npon, December 24-25, 1864 307, 308

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack npon, and capture of, Jannary 13-15,

1865 509,517

Smith, Oscar. Mentioned 470

Smith, Owen. Mentioned 308

Smith, Peter W.
Appointed to command C. S. S. Torpedo 807

Correspondence with J. K. Mitchell 810
Mentioned 664,672,679,689,766,804

Beports of attempted passage of obstructions at Trent's Reach, Virginia,

by Confederate squadron, Jannary 23 and 24, 1865 687

Smith, Robert B. Mentioned 343
Smith, Samuel. Mentioned 320

Smith, Sevren O. Mentioned 537
Smith, Theodore B. Mentioned 626

Smith, Thomas M. Mentioned 514
Smith, "William (Acting Master's Mate). Mentioned 693
Smith, William (Seaman). Mentioned 514
Smith, William H. Mentioned 61g
Smith &BIliott. Mentioned 755
Smithfield, Va. Operations near 703,704
Smithville, N. C.

Occupation of. Report of Lonis Hubert 799
Repairs to vessels at 705
Watmongh, Pendleton G., ordered to assume command at 628

See Cape Fear River. Occupation of Confederate works at mouth of, etc.

Sno^ Henry. Mentioned 481
Snow, WUliam B. Mentioned 535
Snyder, Phineas. Mentioned 329
Sommers, Robert. Mentioned 544
Sommers, Rudolph S.

Mentioned 21,43,334,471
Recommended for promotion 42

South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. Vessels ordered to duty in 10,

183, 411, 604-607, 614, 615, 724
South Carolina. Military affairs in. Report of John S. Barnes 695
South Carolina Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Cavalry—Regiments : 2d, 593, 746, 747.

Infantry—Regiments: 21st, 372, 595, 747 ; 25th, 595; 27th, 799.
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Southerlaud, Thomas 3. Mentioned ' 746

Southfield, U. S. S.

Mentioned 12,19,65,96

Raising of wreck of, recommended 64

Sparks, James B. Mentioned 17

Spaulding, S. R. See S. B. Spaulding, U. S. Army steamer.

Spencer, James H. Mentioned 472

Spencer, 'William B. Mentioned 292,489

Spicer, William F.

Correspondence with D. D. Porter 378,603,719

Mentioned 40,141,193,265,331,400,563,599,724

Report of capture of cotton 191

Spitfire, Steamer. Mentioned 730

Spofford, Va. See Battery Spofford, Va.

Spotts, James H.
Correspondence with

Johnson, H 486

Porter, D. D 387

Reed, Allen V 323

Mentioned 40,141,193,265,400,437,455,486,599,723

Report of escape of hlockade rnnners 54, 85

Spraggins, Richard N. Mentioned 102,691

Sprague, Peleg. For correspondence, see Boston, Mass., Judge of U. S. Dis-

trict Court.

Spuyten Duyvil,* U. S. S.

Mentioned 78,105

124, 193, 400, 412, 415, 599, 634, 637, 639, 640, 642-647, 649, aW, 657, 698, 724

Movements of 143, 199

Operations in James River, Virginia 653-655

Orders for movements 185,644,696

Squib, C. S. torpedo hoat. Mentioned 303,707,754

Stag, Steamer.

Capture of 618,620-624,627,628

Mentioned 740,745,746

Stanfield, Joseph. Mentioned 517

Stanly, Fabius. Mentioned 695

Stanton, Edvrin M. For correspondence, see War Department, U. S.

Stanton, Thomas. Mentioned 471,472

State of Georgia, U. S. S.. Mentioned 40, 141, 193, 400, 421, 695, 696, 724

Stedman, franklin. Mentioned 18

Steedman, Charles.

Correspondence with

Barnes, Henry E 330

Cleborne, C. J 329,544

Coffin, G.W 543

Navy Department, U. S 29

Porter, D.D 46,614

Williams, C. F 543

Mentioned 142,193,265,400,437,454,599,724

Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, December 24-25. 1864 327-329

Fort Fisher, N.C. Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865. 541,545

Steele, Jonathan W. Mentioned 743

Steele, S. Mentioned 518

* Meotioned alao as StromboU.
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Stepping Stones, U. S. S. Page.

Captures made by 58, 59

Mentioned 40, 141

Orders for movements 48-

Sterling, Lady. See Lady Sterling, Steamer.

Stevens, Daniel D. Mentioned 464

Stevens, 'Walter H.
Correspondence with J.K.Mitchell 753,791

Mentioned 761,790

Stevenson, James M. Mentioned 744

Stewart, Henry H.
Correspondence with W.H.Macomb 171

Mentioned 19

Eeport of disposition of wreck of U. S. S. Otsego 171

Stewart, William. Mentioned 472

Stiles, Randolph R. Mentioned 795

Stites, Charles O. Mentioned 329

Stone, Charles H.
Mentioned 654-656

Beport of attempted passage of obstructions at Trent's Reach, Virginia, by
Confederate squadron, January 23 and 24, 1865 653

Stone, Ed'ward E. Mentioned 723

Stormy Petrel, Steamer.

Destruction of 195

Mentioned 745

Strange, Robert. Mentioned 747
Stribeck, Charles A. Mentioned 514

Stribling, Cornelius KL Mentioned 613

Stromboli. See Spuyten Duyvil, U. S. S.

Strong, W. C. Mentioned 365,368,369,371,742,743,746
Stuart, Alez. C. Report of damages sustained by U. S. S. Commodore Hull at

capture of Plymouth, N. C 24
Stuart, Frederick D.

Mentioned 39,140,192,398,724,744,745
Report of capture of British steamer Lady Sterling, October 28, 1864 6

Studley, Ira B.

Correspondence with D.D.Porter 83
Mentioned 40

Stuyvesant, Moses S. Mentioned 300,302,704
Sullivan, Charles. Mentioned i 555,557
Sullivan, James. Mentioned 227
Sullivan, James H. Mentioned 320
Sullivan, John (Landsman). Mentioned 559
Sullivan, John (Seaman). Mentioned 514
Sullivan, John (Seaman). Mentioned 470
Sullivan, John (Ordinary seaman). Mentioned 478
Sullivan, Margaret. Mentioned 424
Sullivan, WUUam. Mentioned 553 554
Sumner, G. Watson.

Correspondence with
Green,L.E g4g
JaTvi8,W.B

""
648

Latson, J. B g^iy

Swerdna, George 349
Thayer, D.H .!!!..!..."..! 648

Report of attempted passage of obstructions at Trent's Reach, Virginia, by
Confederate squadron, J annary 23 and 24, 1865 647
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Sunmers, Charles. Mentioned 794

Sumter, C.S. S. Mentioned 742

Susquehanna, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 325-327

Attack on, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865 . .. 444, 524-531

Mentioned 40, 49, 67, 141, 193, 246, 254, 256-258, 261, 265,

328, 377, 400, 407, 426, 437, 442, 453, 469, 512, 514, 519, 599, 609, 724, 738, 739

Orders for movements ; 58,608,613

Swaddle, John. Mentioned 24

S'waiu, Oliver. Mentioned 534, 535

Swain, Samuel G. Mentioned 40,599,724

Sw^ann, Thomas L. Mentioned 468

S-wanson, John. Mentioned 545

Sv7atton, Edward. Mentioned 545

S'weeney, John. Mentioned ,
470

S'werdna, George. Report of attempted passage of obstructions at Trent's

Reach, Virginia, by Confederate squadron, January 23 and 24,

1865 649

Sybil, Schooner. Capture of, November 21, 1864 80,84

Symington, W. Stuart. Mentioned 774

Tacony, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, Deomber 24-25, 1864 334, 335

Attack on, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865. .. 443, 471-473

Mentioned 11,12,14,

24-26,40, 42, 93, 96, 98, 142, 193, 227, 243, 246, 254, 255, 258, 265, 330, 336, 400,

425, 427, 437, 455, 469, 484, 514, 574, 599, 619, 704, 705, 708, 715, 724, 738, 739

Operations at capture of Plymouth, N. C, October 29-November 1, 1864. . . 21, 22

Orders for morements 111,117,136,184,225

Tait, George. Mentioned 372

Talisman, Steamer. Mentioned 742,745,746,

Tedlahassee, C. S. S.

Chase of ' 60

Entrance of, into port of Wilmington, N. C ., November 7, 1864 759

Mentioned 32, 44, 54, 269, 288, 358, 375, 378, 441, 457, 714, 742, 767

Proposition of R. H. Lamson for destruction of 97

Search for 46,47

Tallapoosa, U. S. S. Mentioned 40,141,193,400,421,724

Tallentine, James. Mentioned 21,471,472

Taney, James B. Mentioned 334,471,514

Tanner, ZeraL. Mentioned 118,557

Tansill, Robert Mentioned 365,366,369,377,742,746

Tarr, Robert. Correspondence with D. D. Porter 456

Tattnall, Josiab. Mentioned 730

Taylor, George. Mentioned 507

Taylor, W. H. Correspondence vrith Braxton Bragg 360, 362

Taylor, William (Captain forecastle) . Mentioned 545

Taylor, William (Coal heaver). Mentioned 531

Taylor, William Rogers.

Correspondence with Albert CGorgas 322

Mentioned 39,141,192,265,399,598

Report of attack upon Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 321

league, J. N. Mentioned 689

Temple, William G.

Correspondence with

Pierson,W.H *88

Porter, D. D 387
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Temple, 'Williani G.—Continued. Pai^e-

Mentioned 193,265,273,400,437,455,599,723

Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 285,287

Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 486,488

Tennessee, C. S. S. Mentioned , 741

Terrett, George H. Mentioned 380,381,756

Terry, Adrian. For correspondence as assistant adjutant-general, see Terry,

Alfred H.

Terry, Alfred H.
Correspondence with

Grant, U. S 404

Porter, D. D 431,586,613

War Department, U. S 458

General orders 431

Mentioned 270-272, 394, 404, 405, 432-436, 438, 440, 444, 445,

447, 458, 460, 480, 515, 525, 526, 545, 560, 568, 570, 574, 577, 584, 612, 738-740

Report of attack upon, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,

1865 587

Resolutions of thanks to, for capture of Fort Fisher, N. 458-460

Terry, Silas VT". Mentioned 259

Terry, "William A. Mentioned 490,518

Terwilllger, James. Mentioned - 460

Thames, U. S. Army transport. Mentioned 431

Tharpe, M. A. Mentioned 794

Thatcher, Henry K.
Correspondence with

Guest, John .' 184

McClelland, J 506

Myers, J. G 506

Porter, D. D 49,611,698

Robeson, H.B 508

Wilson,W 507

Mentioned 39, 140, 192, 257, 265, 398, 433, 437, 452, 597, 724

Reports of.

Colorado, U. S. S. Arrival of, in Hampton Roads 631

Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 293-296

Attack upon, and captnre of, January 13-15, 1865 505, 507, 509

Thayer, D. H. Report of attempted passage of obstructions at Trent's Reach,
Virginia,- by Confederate squadron, January 23 and 24, 1865 648

Theta,U.S. S. Mentioned 158

Thomas, C. "W. See C. W. Thomas, U. S. Army steamer.

Thomas, Charles H. Mentioned 503,504

Thomas, Francis M. Mentioned 690
Thomas, George H. Mentioned 397

Thomas, William. Mentioned 508
Thompson, Gustavus B. Mentioned 39, 141, 192, 399, 598, 723
Thompson, Henry. Mentioned 497,499
Thompson, John J. Mentioned 541
Thompson, Thomas. Mentioned 466
Thompson, "William H. Mentioned 36
Thorbnm, Henry G. Mentioned 510
Thome, A. B. Mentioned 514
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Ticonderoga, U. S. 8. Page.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 327-330

Attack on, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865. .. 443, 541-545

Mentioned 142.193,246,254-257,

265, 280, 323, 345, 359, 400, 426, 429, 437, 454, 512, 519, 599, 620, 724, 738

Orders for movements 29,46,614

Tiemey, Michael. Mentioned 477

Tinunennan, Louis F. Mentioned 514

Tinkham, James H. Mentioned 511

Tomlin, A. J. Mentioned 516,584

Tomlinson, J. "W. Mentioned 664,691,812

Tonawanda, U. S. Army transport. Mentioned 431

Torpedo, C. S. S.

Condition of 781

Fitting of boat howitzer on 766

Foreman, Ivey, appointed to command 765, 766

Information received from deserter concerning 102

Men tioned .... 664, 665, 667, 669, 671-675, 678, 680-683, 686-688, 754, 759, 788, 793, 804

Operations in James Biver, Virginia. See Trent's Seach, Virginia. At-

tempted passage of oistrnctions in, by Confederate squadron, January

SS and U, 1865.

Smith, P. W., ordered to relieve T. P. Bell of command of 807

Torpedo boat, Confederate. Raising of, in James River 706, 707

Torpedoes. Correspondence concerning 748

753, 756, 759, 760, 762, 764, 770, 771, 773-775, 777-780, 795, 796, 800, 805, 811

Tracey, Philip. Mentioned 561

Trathen, James. Mentioned 39, 141, 193, 265, 342, 399, 598, 723

Treasury Department, XJ. S. Circular from supervising agent of, regarding

trade at certain Southern ports 113

Tred-well, Adam. Mentioned 622

Trenchard, Stephen D.

Correspondence with

Bingham, E.B 559

Fox,G.V 702

Hamilton, H 560

Navy Department, U. S 75

Porter, D.D 83,186

Smith, F.R 558

Mentioned 40,118,141,193,265,400,437,455,599,723

Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 340

Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 557

Vixen, British steamer. Capture of, December 1, 1864 118

Trent's Reach, Virginia.

Attempted passage of obstructions in, by Confederate squadron, January

23 and 24, 1865.

Abstract logs of

Eutaw,U.S.8 651

Hunchback, U. S. S 652

MassaBoit, U. S. S ^^

Onondaga, U.S.S 656

Casualties 647,667,668,675,676,679,684,688

Communications from

Berrien, J. M 639

Eggleston, E. T 693

Grant, U. S 635,636,638,639,640,641
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Trent's Reach, Virginia—Continued. Page.

Attempted passage of obstructions in, etc.—Continued.

Communications from

Lyncli, D 634

Mitchell, John K 663,664,666,668

Navy Department, C. S 665

Navy Department, U. S 637,641,657

Parker, William A 634,636,638

Porter, David D 644,651,658

War Department, U.S 640

Court-martial of William A. Parker 662

Destruction of C. S. S. Drewry 659, 660, 667, 668, 670, 673, 674, 678, 684

List of officers of

Beaufort, C. S. S 692

Drewry, C.S.S 693

Fredericksburg, C. S. S 691

Hampton, C. S. S 691

Nansemond, C. S. S 692

Richmond, C. S. S 691

Virginia No. 2, C.S.S 690

Memorandum of movements of C . S. S. Virginia No. 2 665

Orders and instructions.

Grant, U.S 635

Mitchell, JohnK 665

Navy Department, U. S 637,638,639,646

Porter, David D 644,657

Turner, JohnW 634

Reports of

Abbot, Henry L 659

Alexander, J.W 680

Bell, Thomas P 686

Blake, Homer C 650

Blanc, Samuel P 685

Bradord, W.L 667

Butt, Walter R 681

Green, Levi R 648

Dunnington, JohnW 674

Farragut,D.G 646

Jarvis, William B 648

Harrison, W.D 688

Kell, John Mcintosh 673,689

Lanman, Joseph 638,640,643

Latson, John R 647

Lay, John L 654

Matherson, J.W 685

Mitchell, John K 663,668-673

Nichols, Ed. T 645

Parker, William A 632-634,642,644,655

Porter, David D 658
Radford, William 639,646,649
Read, Charles W 683
Sands, B.P 642

Shepperd,F.E 677,689
Smith, P.W 687
Stone, C.H 653
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Trent's Reach, Virginia—Continued. Page
Attempted passage of obstractions in, etc.—Continued.

Reports of

Sumner, G. Watson 647
Swerdna, George 649
Thayer, D.H !!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!!! 648
Wall,W.H 678
Wilson, Jos. D 682
Wood, John Taylor 667
wright,H.x ...."!....!.!!...!!!! 677

Feasibility of passing obstructions in.

Order of David D. Porter 53
Reportof Ed. T.Nichols 47

Trigg, DanleL
Correspondence with J.E.Mitchell 793
Mentioned 3g2 794

Trimmer, Robert. Mentioned 571
Tripp, Othniel. Mentioned 485
Tripp, Stephen D. Mentioned 559
Tristram Shandy, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 355, 356
Attack on, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865.. 444, 573, 574
Captures made by 129 700
Mentioned 29,30,40,56,128,130,142,193,254,

265, 332, 348, 353, 390, 400, 416, 428, 437, 442, 514, 568, 569, 599, 702, 718, 724
Orders for movements 420,421 720

Triumph, Schooner. Capture of 421,422
Troztun, 'WiUiam T.

Correspondence with
Campbell, Robert 22
Hopkins, George 335,472
Porter, D.D 117,136,225,473

Mentioned 14, 40, 112, 117, 142, 193, 227, 265, 336, 400, 437, 455, 599, 724
Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N.C.
Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 334,335
Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 471

North Carolina. Operations in waters of, recommending Acting
Ensign Sommers for promotion 42

Plymouth, N. C. Capture of, October 29-November 1, 1864 21
Tacker, JohnR. Mentioned 375

Tucker, Iievi M.
Correspondence with J. E. Mitchell ^ 763

Mentioned 752

Tacker, Thomas B. Report of attack upouj and capture of, Fort Fisher,

N. C, January 13-15, 1865 572

Tunbridge, William. Mentioned 514

Turner, . Mentioned 745

Turner, James (Pilot). Correspondence with J. K. Mitchell 811

Turner, James (Private). Mentioned 368

Tomer, James E. Mentioned 682,692

Tomer, John VT.

Correspondence with E. F. Devens 634

Mentioned 379
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Tuscarora, U. S. S. Page.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 327

Attack on, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15. 1865 . . . 443, 534-536

Mentioned 40,111,142,193,242,246,254,

265, 400, 426, 437, 442, 490, 499, 500, 513, 514, 529, 599, 601, 620, 695, 724, 738

Orders for movements 108,604,606,607

Tuttle, 'William, jr. Mentioned 514

Twambly, Henry B. Mentioned 39, 141, 192, 399, 598, 723

Twilight, Sloop. Seizure of 402

Twombly, James B. Mentioned 295

Tye, Joseph. Mentioned 322

Tyson, Henry H. Mentioned 691

Unadilla, U. S. S.

Abstract log, December 27, 1864-January 16, 1865 475

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 280-282

Mentioned 40,92,101,125,142,

193, 242, 246, 255, 265, 400, 425, 427, 437, 438, 455, 599, 704, 705, 708, 724, 738

Orders for movements 82

Underwriter, U. S. S. Mentioned 98

Union Troops. Mentioned. (Colored.) Infantry—Regiment : 27th, 590, 594.

Untiedt, Frederick. Mentioned 489

Unit, U.S.S. Mentioned 40,142,193,400,599,724

Upshur, John H.
Correspondence with D.D.Porter 41,200

Mentioned 129,142,

193, 227, 242, 243, 245, 265, 336, 400, 428, 437, 455, 568, 569, 573, 574, 599, 722

Reports of.

Charlotte, Steamer. Capture of 626

Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 346

Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 568

Upton, Thomas. Mentioned 424

Upton, William G. Mentioned 141

Valentine, Edward K. Mentioned 652

Valley City, U. S. S.

Captures made by 422

Expedition against Rainbow Bluff, N. C, December 9-28, 1864 168, 169

Mentioned 11,12,14,40,43,142

152, 158, 160, 167, 172, 175, 178, 179, 181, 193, 400, 421, 599, 697, 711, 712, 724
Orders for movement 709

Van Benthuyaen, Alfred C. Mentioned 365

Vance, Zebul'on B. Mentioned 505, 742, 746, 747, 785, 787
For correspondence see North Carolina, Governor of.

Vanderbilt, Aaron. Correspondence with D. D, Porter 112
VanderbUt, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 308
Attack on, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865 518-522
Mentioned 29, 40, 42, 111, 136, 142, 193, 247, 254, 255, 257, 265,

309, 400, 426, 428, 437, 451, 457, 490, 500, 512, 514, 515, 584, 599, 724, 736, 739
Orders for movements 112,378,613

Vannatta, Theodore. Mentioned 313
VanSchoten, John. Mentioned 472
Varley, John. Mentioned 507
Varuna, U.S. Army transport. Mentioned 431
Vassallo, Louis Gustav. Mentioned 328,329
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Page.

Venable, Thomas B. Mentioned 745,776
Vennard, John L. Mentioned 294,509
Venson, Levi Mentioned 518
Vemey, James W. Mentioned 488
Vicksburg, U. S. S.

Mentioned 7, 8, 11, 40, 142, 193, 196, 249, 391, 400, 416, 599, 724

Occupation of Confederate -vrorks at mouth of Cape Fear Kiver and Smith-
villa, N.C 618-628

Orders for movements 117,383
Victoria, U.S.S. Mentioned 40,142,193,400,599,724
Viemelson, Joseph E. Mentioned 691
Virginia, Steamer. Mentioned 744
Virginia No. 2, C. S. S.

Information received from deserters concerning 101, 102, 380, 381, 383
List of ofiScers of 690
Mentioned 206,379,663-674,677-685,687,693,694,

748-754, 756-775, 777-784,788-791,793-796,798,800,802,804-808,810,811

Operations in James River 778,782
Operations in James River, Virginia. See also Trent's Beach, Virginia.

Attempted paaaage of obatructiona in, hy Confederate squadron, Jan-

uary S3 and S4, 1866.

Virginia Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Artillery, Light—Batteries

:

Johnston's (Epes' company) 207
United 206

Vixen, Steamer. Capture of, December 1, 1864 118

Vizittelli (or Vizetelly), Frank. Mentioned 747
Vose, David. Mentioned 507
Vulture, Steamer. Mentioned 744,745

Wabash, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 307, 308, 340
Attack on, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865 444,

509-518,582-584

Mentioned 40, 142, 193, 219, 246, 254, 258, 265, 296, 349, 361, 362, 367,

400, 426, 437, 451, 454, 499, 569, 594, 599, 612, 613, 642, 715, 724, 738, 739, 784
Orders for movements 611,698

Wachusett, U.S.S. Mentioned 78

Wade, Benjamin P. Correspondence with Navy Department, U. S 604

Wagner, Jacob. Mentioned 531

Wzddron, T. J. Mentioned 690

Wales,' Philip S. Mentioned 548

Walker, Edward A.
Mentioned 121-123,158,173

Report of capture of property at Edenton, N.C 160

Walker, John G.

Correspondence with

Harris, Abraham 'W 203

Porter, D.D 47,189

Mentioned 40,141,193,202,400,724

Report of condition of U.S. S.Saco 202

Walker, ITorman S. Mentioned 623,776

Walker, Thomas. Mentioned 478

Wall, Richard. Mentioned 293
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Wall, William H. Page.

Correspondence with J.K.Mitchell ' 795

Mentioned 672,673,687,688,754

Reports of.

Drewry, C. S. S. List of officers of 693

Trent's Reach, Virginia. Attempted passage of obstructions at, by
Confederate sqnadron, Janaary 23 and 24, 1865 678

Wallace, Henry. Mentioned 497,504

Wallace, Joseph W. Mentioned 294

Wallace, Richard W. Mentioned 558

Wallace, Rush R. Mentioned 548

W^aUaoe, WUliam. Mentioned 326, 498, 455, 524-526, 531, 576, 585

Walling, Isaac. Mentioned 207,380

Walling, William H. Mentioned 260

Walsh, Dennis. Mentioned 531

Walsh, John E. Reports of attack upon, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C,
January 13-15, 1865 489,490

Wandell, M. B. Report of operations in James River, Virginia 206

W^ando, U. S. S.

Mentioned 408

Orders for movements 407

War Department, C. S. Correspondence with Robert E. Lee 181, 182, 362

War Department, IT. S. Correspondence with
Grant, U. 8 356,358,640

Navy Department, U. S 402

Porter, D.D 458

Terry, A. H 458

Ward, James T. Mentioned 329

Ward, W^illiam H. Mentioned 44,375,787
Wardrop, David W. Mentioned 15,121,122

Ware, Paul. Mentioned 84

Warley, Alexander F. Mentioned 754

Warner, James H. Mentioned 755
Wamick, William F. Mentioned 537

Warren, Alvin S. Mentioned 547
Warren, Oouvemeur K. Mentioned 179, 180
Warren, H. J. Mentioned 776
Washington, H. W. M. Mentioned 761

Washington, N. C.

Attempted expedition to, November 5, 1864. Report of H. H. Foster 48
Evacuation of, by Confederates. Report of 'W. H. Macomb 82

Wasmuth, ;-. Mentioned 533
Wasp, C. S. torpedo boat.

Mentioned 664,669,672,673,680,683-685
Operations in James River, Virginia. See Trent's Reach, Virginia. At-

tempted paeaage of obalruotiona in, by Confederate squadron, January
S3 and S4, 1865.

Watmough, Pendleton Q.
Correspondence with

Boston, Mass., Judge of U. S district court 32
Hall, Samuel 30
Porter, D.D 92,217,220,225,383,628,699,705
Eowntree, Robert W 126
Williams, George C 474

Mentioned 1 31 39 gg
101, 113, 117, 141, 192, 225, 226, 229, 242, 244, 265, 302, 399, 437, 455, 598,'723



INDEX. 909

•Watmough, Pendleton O.—Continued. Page.

Reports of.

Annie, British steamer. Capture of, October 31, 1864 31-33,37,38
Blockade runners.

Destruction of, December 7, 1864 : 154
Escape of 86

Cape Fear Kiver. Operations in 711
Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 284,285
Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 473, 475

Wilmington, N. C. Blockade of 66,70,124,154
'Watson, George. Mentioned 507
'Watson, Joseph. Mentioned 337
'Waugh, Edirard J.

Mentioned 326
Keports of attack upon, and capture o^ Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,

1865 529,530
Weaver, Aaron 'W.

Correspondence with D.D.Porter , 10,606

Mentioned 39, 117, 128, 140, 192, 265, 383, 384, 389, 399, 438, 455, 461, 598, 722

Relieved of command at New Inlet, North Carolina 389

Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 338

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 . . 466

Webb, Francis R.
Correspondence with D. D. Porter 62

Mentioned 39,140,192,399,598,723

Webb, Robert J. Mentioned 690

Webb, William A.
Correspondence with J.K.Mitchell 748

Mentioned 102,754

Webber, James P. Mentioned 424

Webster, Henry S. Mentioned 524,526

Webster, Milton. Mentioned 168,423

"WeehaTw-ken, U. S. S. Mentioned 145

Weeks, Albert. Mentioned 549

Weidman, John.

Mentioned 336

Keports of.

Attack upon Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 336

Attack upon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865.. 550

Weitzel, Grodfrey. Mentioned 77,149,

150, 224, 227, 228, 250-252, 257, 264, 268, 269, 271, 311, 359, 558. 736

Weld, Manchester W. Mentioned 464,465

Welles, G-ideon. For correspondence, see Navy Department, U. S.

Welles, WilliamN. Mentioned 562

Wells, Francis S.

Mentioned 39,128,140,192,398,437,564,597

Reports of.

Blockade runners. Escape of 52

Lady Sterling, British steamer. Capture of, October 28, 1864 8

Wells, Joseph D. Mentioned 174,178

Wells, Isaac. See leaae Wells, Steamer.

Welsh, John (Fireman). Mentioned 308

Welsh, John (Ordinary seaman). Mentioned 554

Wempleu David D. Mentioned 322
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Page.

Werden, Reed. Correspondence with Navy Department, U. S 29

West, Joseph S. Mentioned 691

West, William Cf.

Correspondence with D.D.Porter 597

Mentioned 398,722

Report of movements of United States vessels to and from Beaufort,

N.C 249,695

Westbrook, Herbert. Mentioned 531

Western Bar, Cape Pear River, North Carolina, Senior OfScer off. Cor-

respondence with D.D.Porter 56,221

W^estern W^orld, U. S. S.

Mentioned 76,153,188,193,194,400,599,724

Orders for movements 60

Westfield, John. Mentioned 746

West Gulf Blockading Squadron. Vessels ordered to duty in . . . 631, 718, 719, 724

Wetmore, H. S. Appointed to command U. S. S. Wilderness 45

Weybossett, U. S. Army transport. Mentioned 343, 431

Wharton, Arthur D.

Appointed to command fire vessel 769

Correspondence with J. K. Mitchell 774

List of officers and men detailed for special service under 795

Plan of, for discovering torpedoes 764,770

Wlieeler, H. K. Reports of.

Attack upon Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 313
Attack upon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,1865 483

Wheeler, Hattie E. See Hattie E. Wheeler, Brig.

Wheeler, Horace. Mentioned 472

WTieeler, Henry. Mentioned 192,399,598,723

White, Edward W. Correspondence with D. D. Porter 627

White, George B. Mentioned 542
White, Joseph. Mentioned 507
White, T. J. Mentioned 691,812
White, T. M. Mentioned 514
White, William. Mentioned 381
White, William (Seaman). Mentioned 507
Whitehead, U. S. S.

Mentioned 1 1, 14, 15, 21, 23, 40, 55, 69, 98, 142, 194, 400, 599, 724
Operations at capture of Plymouth, N. C, October 29-November 1, 1864. .. 24, 25

Whitford, John N. Mentioned 71, 182
WTiiting, William H. C.

Correspondence with
Gilmer, J. F 360
Hebert, Louis I34
James, W. H 785
Jones, Pembroke 3g2
Lamb, William 737
North Carolina, Governor of 733
Pinkney,R.F 757,768,776,786,788

Mentioned , 251,269,272,287,288,364,369,
371, 372, 377, 378, 436, 445, 457, 505, 591, 694-596, 619, 728, 740-744, 746, 747

Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C.

Attack upon, December 24-25, 1864 363,364 789
Attack upon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 592 593
Preparations for attack upon 783 784

Tallahassee, C. S. S. Arrival of, at Wilmington, N. C 759



INDEX. 911

Page.

Wliiaock, JohnT. Mentioned , 206,380
Wliitmarsb, Zachariah.

MentioDed 326

Report of attack upon Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 327
Whyte, James. Mentioned 540
Wlatt, Americus V. Mentioned 772
Wiedenbein, Charles. Report of attack upon Fort Fisher, N. C, December

24-25,1864 281

Wight, Lothrop. Mentioned 72-74,76,77

Wilcox, Battery. See Battery Wilcox, Va.

Wilcox, Franklin L. Mentioned 497
VrUd, Edward A. Mentioned 114,115,165,178

Wild, John. Mentioned 471,472

Wilderness, U. S. S.

Abstract log

December 18-24,1864 241-244

December 28, 1864-January 20, 1865 566

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 344

Captures made by 31-39

Chase of blockade runners 52,89,112

Mentioned 40,57,62,67,86,99,100,142,193,

226, 227, 229, 238-240, 245, 254, 255, 265, 345, 400, 428, 437, 568, 599, 724, 737

Occupation of Confederate works at month of Cape Fear River and Smitb-

ville,N.C 618-628

Orders for movements 5,45

Wild Rover, Steamer. Mentioned 744-746

Wiley, Robert. Mentioned 442,449,498,562

Wilkinson, John. Mentioned 375,741,743

Wilkinson, Richard. Mentioned 331

Wilks, Frank H. Mentioned 44

Willard, Joseph W. Mentioned 302

Willard, Robert. Mentioned 294

William Allen, Schooner. Mentioned 218,709,712

William Badger, U.S.S. Mentioned 40,193,400,599,724

William G. Putnam, U. S. S. See General Putnam, U. S. S.

William H. Dennis, Schooner. Mentioned 419,420

Williams, Anthony. Mentioned 488

Williams, Augustus. Mentioned 546

Williams, Charles F.

Mentioned 455,542,576,585

Report of attack upon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,

1865 543

Williams, Frank C. Mentioned 541

Williams, George C.

Mentioned '-- 473

Report of attack upon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,

1865 474

Williams, George W. Mentioned 17

Williams, Henry. Mentioned 538

Williams, Henry (or Hezekiah). Mentioned 691,783

Williams, Jamea Mentioned 329

Williams, James M.
Correspondence with D.D.Porter 386

Mentioned 39,350,399,573,598,722

Williams, John (Quartermaster). Mentioned 43
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Page.

Willlains, John (Seaman). Mentioned i"

Williams, John, 4th (Seaman). Mentioned 503,504

Williams, B. Q. Mentioned 691

Williams, Edward. Mentioned - 574

Williams, Le'ms. Mentioned 293

Williams, Robert. Mentioned 176,177

Willisuns, Thomas. Mentioned 483,553

Williams, William. Mentioned 550

Williamson, . Mentioned 693

Williamson, John A. G.

Correspondence with J. K. Mitchell 810

Mentioned 664,690,804

A?7illiford, Willie H. Mentioned 368

Willis, Mr. Mentioned "^12

WUlis, •WiUiamH. Mentioned 514

Willits, Stephen E. Mentioned 5M
WUmington, N. C.

Arrival of C. S. S. Tallahassee at 759

Blockade of.

Orders and instructions.

Navy Department, U. S 416

Porter, David D 4,5,10,37,41,45,48,49,56,62,64,

66, 68, 70, 82, 83, 91, 92, 108, 116, 195, 200, 383, 384, 386, 387, 389, 390, 420, 605

Watmough, Pendleton G - 126

Reports of

Ammen, Daniel - 98-101

Baloh, J. W 56

Porter, David D *5

Watmongh, Pend. G 66,70,124,154

Young, George W 390,416

See also Lanib, William. ExtracU from official dia:ry of.

Captures made off. See North Atlantio Blockading Squadron. Captures made by.

Construction of Confederate vessels at 755

Defense of.

Communications from

Lamb, William 787

Whiting, "W. H. C 757,768,776,786,787,789

Orders and instructions, "W. H. C . Whiting 785, 786, 787

Proclamation of governor of North Carolina 785

See also Cape Fear Biver. Operations in; Fort Fisher, N. C.

Escape of blockade runners 28, 30, 41, 42, 45, 50-54, 63, 80, 84-90, 112, 151

Operations against. See Cape Fear Biver; Fort Fisher.

Preparations for attack upon defenses of. See Fort Fisher, N. C.

Wilson, Charles. Mentioned 559

Wilson, Charles (Ordinary seaman). Mentioned 503

Wilson, John. Mentioned 553

Wilson, John (Landsman). Mentioned 507

Wilson, John A. Mentioned 169

Wilson, Joseph D.

Appointed to command 0. S. S. Hampton 795

Mentioned 382,672,694,795

Reports of.

Hampton, C. S. S. List of ofificers of 691

Trent's Keacb, Virginia. Attempted passage of obstructions at, by
Confederate squadrou, January 23 and 24, 1865 682
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Page.

Wilson, J. K. Mentioned 794

Wilson, Robert. Mentioned 538

Wilson, W. Report of attack npon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, Janu-
ary 13-15, 1865 507

Wilson, William. Mentioned 554

Wilson, William Francis. Plan of, for destruction of Federal gunboats.... 760

W^iltz, LndwigE. Mentioned 329

Wingate, Tliomas & Co. Mentioned, 138

Winkle, John. Mentioned 571

Wlnnemore, EdTivard. Mentioned 313

'Wlnslo'w, Kader. Statement of movements of steamer Philadelphia 423

Wlnslo^ Qeorge F. Reports of.

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack npon, December 24-25, 1864 337

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack npon, and capture of, January 13-15, 1865 550

WInsor, George H. Mentioned 507

Winters, Charles. Mentioned 322

Wise, Henry A.
Correspondence with

Benton, J. G 214

Jeffers, William N 215,233

Lynch,.D 151

Navy yard, Norfolk, "Va., Commandant of 217

Porter, D.D 232

Rodman, T.J '. 233,236

Mentioned 119,120,134,215,359

Report of preparations for attack upon Fort Fisher, N. C 119, 124

Wise, William C. Mentioned 723,740

Wood, . Mentioned 380

VTood, Battery. See Battery Wood, Va.

Wood, Benjamin.
Mentioned 129,265,391,442,574

Report of attack upon Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 355, 356

Wood, Francis. Mentioned - 206

Wood, Gteorge H.
Mentioned 514

Report of attack upon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,

1865 552

Wood, James B., jr.

Mentioned -- 556,557

Report of attack upon, and capture of. Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15,

1865 555

Wood, John. Mentioned '- 169

Wood, John Taylor.

Mentioned -y 750,755,803

Report of attempted passage of obstructions at Trent's Reach, 'Virginia, by

Confederate squadron, January 23 and 24, 1865 667

Wood, Samnel. Correspondence with J. K. Mitchell 795

Wood, Samuel S. Mentioned 249

Wood, SamnelW. Mentioned 671,672,683,690,783,790

Wood, WUUam W. W. Correspondence with

Fox, a.V 105

Lay, J.L ^
Woodward, Bdwin T. Mentioned 494-496,560

Wood'wrard, Joseph A. Mentioned 158,160

N W B—VOL 11 58
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'Wood'ward, Samuel W. Mentioned 470

Woodvirard, Thomas J.

Correspondence with

Grant, U. S 640

Porter, D.D 190

Mentioned 39,140,192,398,597,722

Woolson, John S. Mentioned 276,463

Woniahoffer, Philip. Mentioned 564

Worstell, Prank ^W. Mentioned.. 21

Wright, A. Mentioned 374

Wright, Augustus O. Mentioned' 772

Wright, George (or David). Mentioned 783

Wright, Henry X.
Mentioned 671,690

Report of attempted passage of obstructions at Trent's Reach, Virginia, by
Confederate squadron January 23 and 24, 1865 667

Wright, W. W. Mentioned 612

Wright, William. Mentioned 39,141,193,399,598,723

Wright, William A. Mentioned ' 743

Wyalusing, tJ. S. S.

Expedition against Rainbow Bluff, N. C, December 9-28, 1864 160,

162-165, 167, 174-176, 177-181

Mentioned 11-14, 26, 40, 98, 142, 168, 171, 173, 194, 400. 599, 697, 724
Operations.

At capture of Plymouth, N. C, October 29-Novomber 1, 1864 19-21

In Perquimans River, North Carolina 421,422

Wyandotte, U.S. S.

Mentioned 40,142,152,194,218,400,599,724
Orders for movements 44,217

Wjrman, Mr. Mentioned 712
Yadkin, C. S. S. Mentioned 375,754
Yantic, U. S. S.

Attack on Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25, 1864 312-315
Attack on, and capture of, Fort Fisher, N. C, January 13-15, 1865 444,

482,483,491
Mentioned 40,142,194,246,

254-256, 265, 332, 359, 400, 425, 427, 437, 455, 475, 514, 599, 705, 714, 724, 738
York, . Mentioned 213
York River, Virginia. Operations in.

Orders and instructions.

Porter, David D 48,189
Radford, William 704

Report of Peter Hays 599,600,710
Young, Ephr£iim. Mentioned 794
Toung, G-eorge W.

Correspondence with
Crowell, J. W 556
Devens, E. F j^g
Dunn, Thomas C 127 132
Hamilton, John W '555

Lundt, w. o !"!!.!!.!...!!!!!!!! 51
Porter, J. H -y^Q

Wella.F. S [[\\ 52

Wood, J. B .-.".*..!'.'.!".'.!'.'."'.' 555
Mentioned 39, 117, 141^ 193^ 265, 341, 399,437,598,723
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Young, Oeorge W.—Continned. p«ge.

Beports of.

Blockade runners. Escape of 50,151

Ella, Steamer.

Chasing ashore of, December 3, 1864 127

Destruction of, December 5,1864 131

Fort Fisher, N. C. Attack upon, and oaptnre of, January 13-15,

1865 554,556

Wilmington, N. C. Blockade of 390,416

Toung, Jefferson. Report of attack upon Fort Fisher, N. C, December 24-25,

1864 319

Toung, Moses P. Mentioned 691

Young America, U. S. S. Mentioned 40, 61, 142, 190, 194, 400, 599, 724

Young Rover, U. S. S.

Mentioned 40,83,142

Movements of 134

Orders for movements 94, 119

Zeilin, Jacob. Correspondence with

Dawson, L.L 577,580

Fagan, Louis E 582

Zeller, Theodore. Mentioned 645

Zent, Samuel M. Mentioned 589

Zerks, Claus. Mentioned 497,503

Zeta, U. S. S. See Picket Boat No. 6, V. S.

Ziegler, John Q. A. Mentioned 463

Zimmerman, Charles. Mentioned 127

Zouave, U. S. S. Mentioned 40,142,194,400,599,632,724

O












